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LECTURE XIII. 


2 PETER II. 13, 16. 


These—are gone astray, following the way of Balaam, the son 
of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, but was 
rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass, speaking with man’s 
voice, forbade the madness of the prophet. 


OF all the evil propensitics to which human nature 
is subject, there is no one so gencral, so insinuating, 
so corruptive, and so obstinate, as the Jove of 
money, It begins to operate carly, and it continues 
to the end of life. One of the first lessons which 
children learn, and one which old‘ men never forget, 
ia the value of money. The covetous seek and 
guard it for its own sake, and the prodigal himself 
must first be avaricious before he can be profuse. 
This, of all our passions, is best able to fortify itself 
by reason, and is the last to yicld to the force of 
reason. It most unremittingly engages the atten- 
tion, and calls into their fullest exertion all our 
powers of body and of mind. Ambition and pride, 
those powerful motives of human conduct, are but 
ministering servants to avarice. Reputation and 
power are pursued chiefly as the means of procuring 
wealth; and all the fierce contentions which have 
distracted the world, and deluged it with biqod, 
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may be traced up to an eager desire to obtain the 
territory or the treasure of another. Age, which 
blunts all our other appetites, only whets this; -and 
after the heart is dead to every other joy, it lives to 
the dear, the inextinguishable delight of saving and 
hoarding. 

In exact proportion to their incapacity and disin- 
clination to make use of money, is the violence of 
men's thirst to possess it; and on the threshold of 
eternity it cleaves to them as if life were just begin- 
ning. Philosophy combats, satire exposes, religion 
condemns it in vain: it yields neither to argument, 
nor to ridicule, nor to conscience. Like the lean 
kine in Pharaoh’s dream, it devours all that comes 
near it, and yet continues as hungry and meagre as 
ever. If a representation of the odiousness, crimi- 
nality, and danger of this vile affection, can be of 
any use, it must be to those whose hearts are not 
yct hardened, whose consciences are not yet blinded 
by habits of indulgence in it: for if it has once 
gotten possession of the mind, you might as easily 
re-invigorate feeble age by a discourse on the advan- 
tages and joys of youth, or restore a constitution 
wasted through consumption, by an elaborate de- 
clamation on the blessing of health. Avarice, with 
the deaf adder, “ will not hearken to the voice of 
* charmers, charming never so wisely.” Psalm 
Wili. 5. 

We have already had occasion, in the course of 
these exercises, to trace the character of a selfish 
man, and to observe the workings of the human: 
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mind under the influence of this base and destruc- 
tive passion, in the history of Laban the Syrian. 
‘There we saw every principle of generosity and gra- 
titude, of truth and justice, of humanity and natural 
affection, of piety and decency, vilely sacrificed to 
this insatiate idol, which, like the grave, “ never 
“ says it is enough.” We have in the history re- 
ferred to by the apostle, in the words which I have 
now read, another striking and instructive instance 
of the dreadful opération of covetousness, in a mind 
enlightened by wisdom, awake to all the worthier 
feelings and propensities of nature, capable of form- 
ing the justest notions of right and wrong, and of 
ednveying these notions in the clearest and strongest 
expressions; fully instructed and firmly persuaded 
respecting his duty; but, actuated by this-fatal pas- 
sion, deliberately deviating from the right path, se- 
ducing those whom he durst not curse, degrading 
the dignity of the prophet in the venality of the 
courtier, and shamefully bartering conscience for 
gain. We shall find then the words of Peter a per- 
fect key to the relation of Moses; and whatever in- 
consistency shall appear in the conduct of Balaam, 
whatever fluctuation in opinion, whatever plausi- 
bility’ of language and sentiment, combined with 
whatever irresolution in virtue, all is explained by 
this one discovery of his real cheracter, he loved 
“ the wages of unrighteousness.” We come to illue- 
trate this position by the history itself. 

Forty years almost have elapsed since the mira- 
culous deliverance from Egypt; and the whole ge- 
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neration which partook of the joy of that deliverance 
is, because of their unbelief, well nigh extinguished. 
Thousands and ten thousands have dropped into 
the grave. The individuals which formed the con- 
gregation of Israel are lost and forgotten; but Ferael 
still lives, the care of Providence, the object of fa- 
vour. The shafts of vengeance have speat them- 
eclves, and nothing can now stem that current of 
promise and destiny, which is carrying God's fa- 
voured people to victory, and to the possession of 
Canaan, ‘Ti.cir decainpments and progress, there- 
fore, are no longer the lingering and wanderings of 
a devoted people doomed to dic in the wilderness ; 
‘but the bold, direct, and successful progress of a 
warlike nation, from conquest to conquest. 

A multitude so great, subsisting in a desert so 
Jong, in a manner so singular, could not but attract 
the notice of all the adjacent nations, who must have 
been anxiously solicitous which way their route was 
directed,and where they were to attempt a settlement 
at length. Being arrived at the border of the wil- 
derness, where it is contiguous to the country of the 
Amorites, not imagining that any part of their in- 
heritance was to be allotted them on this side Jor- 
dan, they petition Sihon, the king of the country, 
to grant them leave to pass peaceably through his 
territories to the place of their destination. ‘This he 
toughly refuses; and, without waiting to see whe- 
ther Israel meant to attempt a passage by force, he 
collects his whole strength, advances inte the wil- 
derness to attack them, and thereby hastens on his 
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own fate ; for his army is smitten with the edge of 
the sword, and his whole land falls an easy prey to 
the victor. Og, king of Bashan, is rash enough to 
follow his example, provokes his own destruction, is 
subdued in his turn, and the fertile plains over 
which he reigned swell the triumphs of Israel. ~ 
Advancing forward to Jordan, they pitch their 
camp in the plains of Moab. This nation was de- 
scended from Lot, the nephew of Abraham, by an 
incestuous commerce with his elder daughter. They 
had long before this been reduced into a regular 
form of civil government, that of monarchy, and 
were living in the quiet possession of a fruitful 
country, secured to them by the appointment of 
Providence, in consideration of their relation to 
their vencrable ancestor: and Israel was expressly 
prohibited to disturb them, or-tbeir brethren and 
neighbours, the children of Ammon, the posterity of 
Lot by his younger daughter, in the possession of 
their inheritance.. The report of their victories, 
however, over Og and Sihon, has roused the atten- 
tion and the jealousy of Balak, king of Moab. In- 
stead of employing the rational policy of courting 
alliance and friendship with a people so formidable, 
and who were neither disposed nor permitted to 
molest them; or of adopting the manly policy of 
repelling bold invaders by opeu war, he has recourse 
to the mean, timid, and contemptible arts of necro- 
maney, or divination. For this purpose he sends 
messerigers to Balaam, the son of Bosor, a noted 
enchanter of those times, with large money in their 
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bands, styled in Scripture, “ the rewards of divina- 
“ tion,” and, “ the wages of unrighteousness,” and 
a message to this purpose: “ Behold, there is a 
“ people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover 
* the face ‘of the earth, and they abide over against 
“me. Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me 
“this people; for they are too mighty for me: 
“ peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite 
“ them, and that I may drive them out of the land: 
* for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, 
“and he whom thou cursest is cursed.” Nam. 
xxii. 5,6. Thus Providence fulfilled the words of 
the oracle pronounced in the song of Moses thirty- 
eight years before, immediately on the passage of 
the Red Sca—* Then the dukes of Edom shall be 
“amazed; the mighty men of Moab trembling 
* shall take hold upon them: all the inhabitants of 
* Canaan shall melt away. Fear and dread shall 
“fall upon them: by the greatness of thine arm 
« they shall be as still as a stone.” Ex. xv. 15, 16. 
Now the person to whom Balak applied on this 
trying occasion was a man of very extraordinary 
character, and of very singular gifts and abilities, 
He seems to have united qualities the most dissi- 
milar and opposite. He exhibits in his language 
and conduct a very uncommon combination and 
contrast of virtues and vices. What can exceed, on 
the one hand, the generosity and disinterestedness 
which he expressed and put in practice when re- 
peatedly urged to employ his prophetic sagacity or 
magical skill against Israel? « If Balak would 
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* give me his house-full of gold and silver, I cannot 
“ go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do 
“ Jess or more.” Num. xxii. 18. What can equal, 
on the other, the vile prostitution, for hire, of his 
great talents in the service of an idolatrous prince, 
against the people whom he knew to be favoured 
and protected of Heaven? We see him this day 
seeking and enjoying the most intimate communi. 
cation with the living and true God ; and to-morrow 
recutring to the practice of infamous and infernal 
arts, to accomplish a most detestable and diabolical 
purpose : proclaiming at one time, in language which 
the spirit of wisdom and prophecy alone could in- 
spire, the security, glory, and happiness of that 
people whom God delighted to honour; and with 
the very next breath insidiously suggesting counsels 
which directly tended to destroy that security, to 
tarnish that glory, and to dissolve that happiness, 
In a word, we behold bim fully impressed with the 
importance of a holy life, in order to a peaceful and 
happy end, and yet living in the commission of the 
most flagrant enormities, and prematurely cut off, 
with all his imperfections on his head; cleaving to 
the last to the mammon of unrighteousness, and yet 
sufficiently impressed with the loveliness of true 
goodness to pray in these words, “ Let me die the 
« death of the righteous, and let my laat end be hke 
“his!” Num. xxiii. 10. ~ 

For the farther clearing up of this very singular 
character and history, it may be of importance to 
observe, that though the descendants of Abraham, 
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for many ages efter the death of that patriarch, were 
‘distinguished as the pecoliar people of God, to whom 
were committed the lively oracles, and “ to whom 
“ pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the 
“ covenants, and the giving of the law, and the ser- 
“ vice of God, and the promises,” Rom, ix. 4; yet 
Scripture permits us not to consider all divine know- 
ledge as confined to that people, previous to their 
establishment in Canaan. The dispersion from the 
wild attempt of Babel necessarily conveyed in every 
one of its fragments some knowledge of the nature, 
will, and worship, of the God of their fathers ; 
which, though in process of tine obscured by tradi- 
tion and forgetfulness, and disfigured by human in- 
vention, must still have retained somewhat of both 
its original form and substance. The example and 
instructions of so good a master, and of a neighbour 
so respectable as Abraham himself, could not but 
have a sensible effect on his numerous domestics, 
who were of various countries, and upon the princes 
with whom he came into connexion; and for this 
very end probably it was that Providence kept him 
wandering from place to place. By means of their 
intercourse with Abraham, we know that Pharach 
and Abimelech attained at least a certain degree of 
acquaintance with the true God. We find, in like 
manner, Job, at whatever period he lived, and his 
three friends in Arabia, and particularly Elihu of 
the kindred of Ram, discovering very profound 
knowledge in divine things; and Jethro, the father- 
in-law of ‘Moses, in the land of Midian, appears 
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evidently to have possessed the same advantage. 
It is not therefore matter of very great surprise, that 
Balaam, a stranger and an enemy to the common- 
wealth of Israel, should enjoy this advantage in 
common with many of his neighbours, and that he 
should have made such an indifferent use of it: this, 
alas! being the miscry of multitudes who are fa- 
voured with a still clearer light than he was. Neither 
will it excite wonder, if we find superstitious and 
idolatrous rites pradually blending with the worship 
of the great Jehovah. Laban, though not to be set 
down as wholly given to idolatry, long’ before the 
period now under review, had his terapbim, or 
household gods, which he highly prized, either as 
objects of religious veneration, or on account of the 
precious materials of which they were composed. 
And this too will in part account for that strange 
mixture which we find in the character of Balaam ; 
his sudden transition from the acknowledgment of 
the God of Israel, to a participation in the profane 
rites employed in the worship of the idols of Balak 
and Moab. 

But notwithstanding this odious and abominable 
mixture, we observe, in more than one instance, the 
great God winking at those times of ignorance, and 
condescending to make known his will, even to men 
who were daily insulting him by their abominations, 
as in the case of Pharaoh and Abimelech already 
mentioned ; as in the case of Nebuchadnezzar, the 
grossest of idolaters, many ages afterwards; and in 
the case before us, All this leads to make an 
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obvious and an important distinction between the 
extraordinary gifts and the graces of God's Spirit. 
It is one thing to have a clear and enlightened head, 
and another to have an affectionate and obedient 
heart. It is a blessed union where they meet, but 
the former without the latter only renders wicked- 
ness more conspicuous, and condemnation more just. 
The charge, alas! does not stop at wicked, covetous 
Balaam: it was matter of complaint down to the 
days of Micah, and of prophets of a different de- 
scription. “The heads” of God's people judge 
“ for reward, and the priests thercof teach for hire, 
* and the prophets thereof divine for money.” And 
our blessed Lord, in order to level all confidence in 
the possession of the choicest gifts, assures us, that 
many shall say unto him in the great day, “ Lord, 
“ Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name; and 
“in thy name have cast out devils; and in thy 
“ name done many wonderful works? And then 
“ will I profess unto them, I never knew you: de- 
** part from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matt. vii. 
22, 23. 

We observe farther, that though God was some- 
times pleased to bestow the gift of prophecy upon 
the unworthy, the prediction, though uttered by un- 
holy lips, was the truth of God, which no weakness, 
perverseness, nor disinclination of the prophet, was 
able either to alter or to suppress. ‘ For the pro- 
“ phecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
* but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
“ by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Pet, i.21. They spake 
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under an irresistible impulse; they spake sometimes 
what they understood not, and what they would 
have concealed if they could. Thus Caiaphas, the 
avowed enemy of our blessed Lord, uttered a notable 
prophecy concerning him, not knowing what he 
said. Thus Jeremiah, disgusted with the ill success 
of his preaching, finding the word of the Lord made 
a reproach and a derision daily, by the thoughtless 
men of his gencration, resolved not to make men- 
tion of him, nor speak any more in his name. But, 
says he, “ his word was in mine heart, asa burning 
“ fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with 
“ forbearing, and I could not stay.” And Josephus, 
in perfect consistency with the character of Dalaam, 
as drawn by Moses, puts into his mouth this address 
to the king of Moab, who upbraided him with 
breach of agreement, in pronouncing the warmest 
of benedictions, where he was cxpressly hired to 
curse; “‘ Can you imagine, that when prompted by 
“ the Spirit of God to disclose futurity, it depends 
“on us to be silent, or to speak out? He makes 
* our voices the vehicles of his will, without per- 
 mitting us a choice in the matter. I well remem- 
“ber for what purpose the joint entreaties of yay . 
“and the Midianites have brought me hither. I 
“have undertaken this journey with a fixed deter- 
“€ mination to favour your earnest wishes ; but God 
“is mord powerful than the bent of my inclination, 
‘which aims at the gratification of your desires. 
* For when he takés possession of our minds, he 
* occupies them wholly, and leaves us" nothing of 
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“our own. I had nothing less in my intention, 
“than to trumpet the praises of this mighty host, 
“or to display the blessings which God has in re- 
“ serve for this favoured race. But being graciously 
“disposed towards them, and determined to exalt 
* them to the highest pinnacle of glory and felicity, 
He suggested to me the predictions, which I 
“could not but utter.” Joseph. Antiq. lib, iv. 
cap. 4. 

Sometimes the representation of some dreadful 
punishment, to be instantly inflicted if they dared 
to falsify the oracle committed to them, might serve 
as a curb to their own natural and unruly propen- 
sities ; and sometimes, carried wholly out of them- 
selves, they delivered in an ecatasy what was com- 
mitted to them, unconscious of what they said or 
did. In the prosecution of the history, we shall find 
Balaam under both these kinds of inspiration; both 
awed by fear, and wrapt into the vision of futurity 
ina trance. 

J only make one observation more, for the clear- 
ing up of this remarkable story. It was a generally 
received opinion among the Gentile nations, that 
prophets, or diviners, had # power, by means of in- 

: cantation, to inflict or to remove public calamities ; 
that they understood the art of decoying from among 
their enemies, the tutelary deities who presided over 
them ; in consequence of which they were easily and 
certainly discomfited. Homer makes the capture of 
‘Troy to depend on the removelfof the sacred image 
of Minerva from its residence in the citadel of that 
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metropolis: and Joshua himself, in the conquest of 
Canaan, takes advantage of this vulgar prejudice, ia 
order to encourage his men to proceed to victory ; 
and to prevent the ill effects of the timid and ter- 
rifying report of his colleagues, respecting the 
strength of the country. “Rebel not ye against 
* the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; 
* for they are bread for us: their defence is departed 
“from them, and the Lord is with us; fear them 
“not.” Num. xiv. 9. It was accordingly usual, 
on undertaking military expeditions, to nerve the 
arm, and to wet the sword of the soldier, by the 
tongue of the priest, and the tremendous forms of 
religion. They attempted to make the gods parties 
to their quarrels, and devoted to perdition the na- 
tions against whom they waged war. An ancient 
author has transmitted to us the form of execration 
employed on such occasions, which, on account of 
its relation to our subject, perhaps you will have the 
curiosity to hear—It is a perfect contrast to the 
blessing which Balaam was obliged reluctantly to 
pronounce upon Israel. The priest destined to this 
awful employment, afler presenting the usual se- 
crifice, advanced to the head of the army, and in 
the presence of the general and principal officers, 
pronounced aloud words to this effect: “ Almighty 
* Father of gods and men, or if thou wouldst ra. 
“ther be addressed by the name of Jupiter, or if 
“any other appellagion be more grateful to thine 
“ ear: pour out, E conjure thee, upon this army,” 
or * this city,” according as the case required, “ the 
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spirit of terror and dismay: deprive of the sight 
* of their eyes all those who shall level their blows 
* at us, our legions, or troops; spread darkness over 
* our enemies, over their cities, over their fields, 
“over their armics. Look upon them as a thing 
“ accorsed ; bring them under the hardest conditions 
“that ever an cnemy was constrained to undergo. 
* As for me, to destruction I hereby devote them ; 
* my curse I pour upon them, and take this prince, 
* these captains, this people, to be witnesses of it.” 
Macrob. Saturnal. Jib. iii. cap. 9. This ceremony 
being performed, and the soldiers inspirited by the 
sanctions of religicn, they advanced to the combat 
in confidence of success. 

Tt was for a purpose of this kind, that Balaam 
was now sent for by the confederated powers of 
Moab and Midian. How the latter of thesc two 
nations had been induced to join in such an embassy, 
we are not informed. The middle forty years of 
his life Moses had spent among that people; he had 
formed alliance with them, by marrying the daughter 
of Jethro, one of the princcs of the country, with 
whom he maintained a most friendly correspondence, 
after he was raised to the command of the armies of 
Israel. He cannot, therefore, be suspected of form- 
ing a hostile design against his ancient host and re- 
lations; and it was much more natural for them 
to form an alliance with a man of Moses's well. _ 
known wisdom and modcratioty and with a people 
so sensibly favoured of Heaven as Terael was, than 
with a nation of idoloters, and with a prince who 
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wes reduced to employ the poor arts of incantation 
against his enemies. But in many cases it bappens, 
that aiming at an over-refined wisdom and policy, 
men prove themselves fools. Jethro was probably 
by this time dead, and the Midianitish state was 
governed by councils very unlike those which would 
probably have been suggested by that wise and good 
man; and a deputation of their princes joins those 
of Balak, in an application to Balaam, to strengthen 
their united forces, by laying Israel under a curse. 
It is melancholy to think, that from the beginning 
to this day, men have been more cager to bring 
mischief upon others, than to procure good to them~ 
selves, Had these Midianites and Moabites asso- 
ciated together to strengthen their borders; had 
they invited a prophet to come apd confirm their 
bands of alliance, and to encourage the hearts of 
their soldiery by pronouncing a blessing upon them- 
selves, they had not been reprehensible; but such 
is the corruption and malignity of the human heart, 
that it not only takes pleasure in the evil that befalls 
another, where our own interest is concerned, but 
in the very mischief that is wrought for mischief 
sake. , The great evil is, men engage in transitory 
pursuits as if they were immortal; and had they 
the power together with the inclination, they would 
prosecute momentary offences with everlasting pu- 
nishments. What is it to one nation, that another 
great nation be utterly exterminated, provided a 
favourite scheme of angbition, commerce, or revenga 
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be thereby promoted! When we hear a poor 
wretch, @ common curser or swearer, on the most 
frivolous occasions imprecating eternal dainnation 
on his fellow-creature, we are filled with horror; 
and yet without surprise, we behold religious sects 
in their zeal, and mighty empires in their pride and 
fury, deliberately doing the same thing. What 
principle so important to individuals and to states, 
a8 a principle of true religion! It is a comforter 
in affliction, a counsellor in darkness and uncer- 
tainty, a refuge in danger and distress, a support in 
death, What so seductive and mischievous és an 
erroneous principle of this sort! “If the light 
“that is in men be darkness, how great is thet 
« darkness?” False religion is a wandcring fire of 
the night, hurrying men over a precipice, plunging 
them in the gulf,—pretending to bring a tribute of 
glory to God by destroying mankind.—It is the 
spirit of the great enemy of God and man, who is 
a liar and a murderer from the beginning. -* 

It is the perilousness of the times that has tossed 
Balaam into notice, and consequence, and infamy. 
In a quieter period he had floated unnoticed on the 
surface, and silently increased the paltry gains of 
his black art, by playing on the credulity of silly 
women and children. But the old wizard bas had 
the good fortune to attract the notice of princes, and 
has the opportunity of selling his magical spells at 
his own price; and he fails not to make the most 
of his market. With the clee afforded us in Scrip- 
ture, we willattempt, in another Lecture, to follow 


Leer, X11) HISTORY OF BALAAM, ot 
the various turnings and windings of that pro- 
foundest, darkest, most intricate of afl Ibyrinths, 
a carnal covetous heart. We conclude the present 
with calling upon you: 

1. To remark, and to revere the righteous judg- 
ment of God, in giving up to strong delusion those 
who seek and follow delusions, Every deliberate 
violation of God’s law, every victory which a man 
gains over his own conscience, becomes his punish- 
ment, as itis his crime. Let not him who has wil- 
fully deceived himself in the first instance, pretend 
to complain that he has been hurried into mistakes 
which he never intended, but could not avoid. The 
first wrong step was in his power, but not the fourth 
or fifth. The man needed not, unless he chose, to 
have set himself a running down a steep place; but, 
once in motion, it is not in his power to stop when 
he would. If therefore he plunge into the flood 
beneath, the fault is in himself, not in the laws of 
motion, which only carried on what hie own will 
had begun. The man who has destroyed his fa- 
culties by excess, must not charge his bad memory, 
his erroneous judgment, or the inconveniencies in 
whith they have involved him, upon nature, or the 
God of nature. No, they only establish the work 
of his own hands. In this view, it is perfectly just 
that, ‘ to him who hath should more be given, and 
* fgom him who hath not, even that which he hath 
“ should be taken away.” 

Ti, Let us rejoice that we have a clear and “ sure 
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‘* word of prophecy,” to direct and assist us in every 
doubtful and difficult case; and that “ the testimony 
“ of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” The gift of 
prophecy was not always a blessing to the possessor ; 
and, as the mere knowledge of future events, it 
would be the reverse of a blessing. In tender mercy 
and in loving kindness, God conceals futurity from 
men. But all that pertains to the acquisition of 
wisdom and the attainment of happiness; all that 
assures us of life and immortality, and makes us 
meet for the enjoyment of it, the words of this pro- 
phecy fully unfold. “ The righteousness of faith 
“speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, 
“ Who shall ascend into Heaven ? (that is, to bring 
* Christ down from above :) Or who shall descend 
“ into the deep (that is, to bring up Christ again 
“from the dead.) But what saith it? The word 
* ig nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
* that is, the word of faith which we preach, that 
“if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
« JScsus, and shalt believe in thine heart, that God 
*‘ hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
“ saved.” Rom. x. 6—-9. To know but this, 
is more than to “ speak with the tongues of men 
“and of angels”—is more than to “ bave the gift 
* of prophecy, and to understand all mysteries and 
Call knowledge; and to have all faith, so as to be 
* able to remove mountains.”— Covet earnestly 
* the best gifts 3” but rather cultivate the fruits 
of the spirit, “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
« gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tempe- 
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“rance, against such there is no law.” Gal. v. 22, 
23. 

HI. While we admire the wisdom and goodness 
of God, in counteracting the intention of wicked 
Balaam, and turning the curse in bis mouth into a 
blessing, let us bow the knee in gratitude to that 
great Prophet, who has wholly, and for ever done 
away the curse; let us give glory to “ God, who 
“hath sent his Son Christ Jesus to bless every one 
“ of us, in turning us from our iniquities ;" and to 
introduce us into more than an Eden, more than a 
Canaan, even into the paradise of God ; where there 
“is no more curse," where God shall wipe away 
* all tears from our eyes ; and there shall be no more 
“ death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
* there be any more pain: for the former things are 
“ passed away.” Rev. xxi. 4. 

IV. While we behold “the madness of the pro- 
« phet”—a heart hardened through the deccitfulness 
of sin, Ict us tremble to think that the seeds of this 
very sin are implanted decply in our own nature ; 
that they have even discovered their baleful shoots ; 
that they bring forth fruit unto death. Every plant 
which our heavenly Father had not planted, shail be 
plucked up and rooted out; and this is one of them. 
Look to it carefully, O man: watch it with a holy 
jealousy. It is “ the root of all evil.” “ Love not 
« the world, neither the things that are in the world. 
** Tf any man love the world, the love of the Father 
“ig not in him. For all that is in the world, the 
Just of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
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“the pride of life, is not of the Father, bu 
“is of the world. And the world passeth away 
“and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the wil 
* of God abideth for ever.” 1 John ii. 15—~17. 
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LECTURE XIV. 


NUMBERS XXII. 21, 


And Belaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his am, and 
went with the princes of Moab. 


Tue eagerness which men discover in pursuing 
the objects of time and sense is a melancholy cone 
trast to their coldness and indifference respecting the 
things of God, and of eternity. The carnal mind 
needs but a hint to attach itself to the pursuit of 
riches, pleasure, or honour; and when engaged, no 
argument is of weight sufficient to dissuade; no 
danger intimidates, no difficulty discourages. The 
understanding becomes the dupe of the passions, 
conscience is led hoodwinked by appetite, and the 
man is shamefully sunk inthe brute. But the alarm 
must be louder than thunder, which awakens the 
thoughtless, the sensual, and the selfish to serious 
reflection ; and it must be repeated every hour, else 
they will dumber and sleep again. 

Water hes in its natural coldness a tendency to 
congeal; and, once reduced to ice, has no principle 
in itself to recover from that torpid state. The 
cause of change must come from without. To dis- 
solve and restore it to its liquid state, the sun must 
shine, the wind must blow; withdraw the action of 
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air and fire, and it will gradually freeze again. In 
like manner, without any cause from without, the 
human body, by a principle of corruption within 
itself, must speedily dissolve and be destroyed ; and 
the human mind, by a similar internal principle of 
moral corruption, degenerates from depravity to de- 
pravity, till, lost to shame, fear, remorse, and at 
length to feeling, men come to commit iniquity 
with greediness, and to glory in their shame. To 
preserve the body in life, there must be constant 
supplies of nourishment administercd ; and to pre- 
serve the soul in health, there must be “ line upon 
“ line, precept upon precept, here a little and there 
“a little.” be 

It is truly affecting to sce men enlightened and 
persuaded, yet wedded to their lusts: clearly in- 
formed of the right path, but wilfully and deliber- 
ately persisting in error; hardening themselves 
against God, and yet thinking to prosper ; acknow- 
Jedging God in words, but in works denying bim. 

These observations are all strikingly exemplified 
in the character and conduct of Balam, of which 
we attempted to give you a gencral idea in the last 
Lecture, and to which were added some observations 
tending to clucidate his singular history. We are 
now to enter on the particular detail of it, as it ig 
delivered in the sacred record. - 

The Israclitish nation was now in the last year 
of their peregrination through the wilderness; their 
civil and religious government were fully settled, 
and the Theocracy finally established. They were 
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now approaching the banks of the Jordan: and by 
their number, order, and discipline, they were strik~ 
ing terror into all the neighbouring nations, Two 
kings, their armies, and their people, have already 
fallen before their victorious arms; and nothing is 
left to oppose their progress to Canaan but the river, 
the boundary itsclf of the promised land. They 
pitch their camp quictly in the plains of Moab, ex- 
pecting the signal from their divine leader and com- 
mander to pass over, conquer, and take possession. 
Their warlike array and recent successes have alarmed 
the apprehensions of Balak, king of Moab, as their 
prosperity and prospects had excited his envy and 
jealmsy. Diffident of his strength, either to repel 
invasion, if attacked by so powerful an adversary, 
or to attack them first and endeavour’to obstruct 
their progress, he enters into an alliance with the 
people of Midian, for their mutual sccurity and de- 
fence. And even then, still doubtful of the force 
of their united arms, they agree to employ the arts 
of divination, in aid of the sword, and they dream 
of conquering by the power of enchantment, those 
whom they were afraid to encounter in the field. 
To.such base, such wretched shifts do princes and 
nations resort, to gratify pride, ambition, or revenge. 
For this purpose, they send a joint embassy to Ba- 
Taam, the son of Beor, a noted soothsayer in the 
neighbourhood. 

Balak and Moab had degenerated from the faith 
of Lot, their forefather, and were sunk into ido- 
latry; it is therefore no wonder to see them of a 
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jealous and hostile spirit towards Israel their brother. 
A principle of religion, consisting in the fear and 
love of God, is the great bond of union among 
men ; it strengthens the ties of natural affection, and 
even conciliates friendship between enemies; but 
irreligion, or what is worse, an erroncous principle 
of religion, turns men loose against each other, dis- 
solves society, and fattens the earth with human 
blood. We cannot help recollecting, alas! that 
Abraham and Lot, the uncle and nephew, the pro- 
genitors of the two nations, were under the neces- 
sity of separating from each other, on account of 
their increasing wealth ; and we see, many years 
after they were laid in the dust, the sclf-same ogase 
whetting the spirits and the swords of their poste- 
rity, and arming them for their mutual destruction. 
The whole world is a possession too scanty for ava- 
rice and ambition; the success of one seems to be 
a diminution of the happiness of another: and even 
the immense ocean is crimsoned with gore, that one 
may enjoy sole and sullen empire; as if that vast 
space could not accommodate the operations of two 
tribes of ants on yonder mole-hili. Blessed world, 
where envy and strife shall rage no more; where 
there is bread enough and to spare, room enough 
and to spare; where the felicity of every one is an 
accession of felicity to every one! =~ 

Balaam is described in Scripture by his parentage, 
his country, and profession. He was the son of 
Beor, or Bosor, the difference of which pronynci- 
ation is accounted for, from the difference of dislect 
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in the Oriental languages. The father exists to us 
only in his name, and in the history of his gon: 
and happy had it been for that son to have left be- 
hind him nothing too hut a mere name, instcad of 
ene loaded with infamy and detestation. Pethor, 
the place of his residence, was a city of Aram, or 
Mesopotamia, the very country where Abraham 
himself was born, and where he resided till his 
seventy-fifth year: it was the native country of Re- 
bekah, the wife of Isaac; the country where Jacob 
passed a great part of his youthful years; where he 
married ; where all his children, except Benjamin, 
were born, and whence he obtained the name of a 
Syrian. Pethor was situated on the river Euphrates, 
called the River, by way of eminence or distinction, 
it being the largest in the country ;. and thence, in 
many passages ef Scripture, styled the great River. 
The country adjacent, to a vast distance, being 
plain, it was favourable to the observation of the 
heavenly bodies ; and accordingly we find the science 
of astronomy was early cultivated there; and the 
pretended science of astrology, that is, the power 
of foretelling future events, from the appearances 
and supposed influence of the stars, was speedily 
grafted upon it. Pride, presumption, and a little 
knowledge, soon arrogated to themselves @ power 
of controlling these great luminaries, which seem 
in perpetual motion to encompass our earth, and of 
suspending or altering their ipfluences; and igno- 
France, superstition, and credulity easily admitted 
the insdlent claim, and resorted to it. This was 
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apparently the profession of Balaam, for in the 
book of Joshua, he is expressly termed “ the sooth- 
“ sayer.” It is probably to his skill and power as an 
astrologer, that Balak had recourse for assistance 
against Israel; and when we come to his prophecy 
itself, we shall meet with some, and these not ob- 
scure, allusions to that art. 

The message put inc the mouths of these ambassa- 
dors is strongly expressive of terror and consterna- 
tion: “ There isa people come out from Egypt: 
* behold they cover the face of the earth, and they 
“ abide over against me.” Verse 5. The dreadful 
plagues inflicted on Egypt, in effecting Israel’s de- 
liverance, had been heard at the distance of Moab ; 
and though forty years have clapsed, they are 
neither forgotten nor have lost their impression. 
Fear cver magnifies its object ; “ they cover the face 
“of the carth :” the word is, the eye or sight of 
the earth; their tents extend so far that the earth 
and they seem to have one limit, and they are 
marshalled so close, that no ground can be seen.— 
Another image, strongly expressive of the same 
passion, is that in the fourth verse: ‘* Now will this 
“company lick up all that are round about us, as 
“ the ox licketh up the grass of the field.” * Lick 
“up,” it is the same word which is used 1 Kings 
xviii. 38. to express the action of devouring fire: 
« Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the 
“ burnt-sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
“and the dust, and licked up the water that was 
“in the trench." 1 Kings xviii. 38. The ox, es 
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he feeds calmly and stately along, employs his 
tongue only, and the grass perisheth, without push- 
ing with the horn, or stamping with the foot, ac- 
tions that denote strength and exertion, but by the 
easy motion of a soft and pliant film of flesh, he 
sweeps away all before him; thus easily and cer- 
tainly, Balak apprehends, was Israel advancing to 
his and his people's destruction. 

And how was this approaching plague to be 
resisted or averted? “Come now therefore, I pray 
“ thee, curse me this people, for they are too 
“ mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that 
“* we may smite them, and that I may drive them 
out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou 
‘* blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is 
* cursed.” Verse 6. We have here an assemblage 
of all the baser and more contemptible passions of 
the human mind, called forth and led on by the 
predominant one of fear: a low, grovelling supersti- 
tion, expecting from magical spells what ought ta 
have been sought for from wisdom and valour; un- 
provoked violence and cruelty, in seeking the des- 
truction‘of a people who were dwelling peaceably by 
him, and who had given such strong and recent 
proof of their moderation, in submitting to a tedious 
and difficult march round the whole land of Edom, 
rather than offend an unkind brother, who had re- 
fused a passage through his land, which they could 
have easily cut with the sword: and unmanly, 
abject adulation of a vile wizard, whom he suppos- 
ed capable of serving his turn. On the other band, 
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the two great leading passions of Buham’s soul, 
vanity and cotetousness, were likely to be gratified 
tothe full. How wonld his heart exult, to see a- 
train of princes standing at his gate, and presents, 
worthy of kings to bestow, poured down at his fect! 
A prophet, indeed, would have known from the 
beginning, that the application was nagatory, and 
that it must come to nothitig; and an honest man 
would have rejected it with firmness, and persevered 
in that rejection. But we see his heart is won from 
the first moment, and all that follows is a wretched 
steuggle between inclination and conscience, in 
which the former at length carries off the victory. 
He receives the messengers with great courtesy, 
and actominodates them in his house; for even a 
miser can be hospitable if he be sure of gaining by it. 
Abraham's servant, followdd by a camel loaded 
with the good things of Canaan, can easily force 
open the doors of such a man as Laban, or Balaam. 
He affects an air of great mystery ; he carinot give 
his response immediately. Night, the season of in- 
cantation and dreams, must intervene; and, horti- 
ble to think, the great and dreadful name of 
Jehovah is interposed to sanction and conceal the 
wicked purposes of a heart hunting after its covet- 
ousness; and he promises to report in the morning 
the result of his consultation. How faithfully the re- 
port was made the sequel will show. 
It appears on the face of the history, that God 
waite nut for an application from Balaam concern- 
ing this business, but whether in a dream, a vision, 
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or by a voice, prevented him with an inquiry con- 
cerning the deputation from Moab. In many in- 
stances, Jehovah is represented as drawing informa- 
tion from men’s own mouths, of what evidently lay 
revealed to his all-sceing eye, and thus making their 
follyand wickedness toexpose, reprove, and condemn 
themselves, “And God came unto Baleam, and 
*€ said, What men are these with thee?” Verse Q. 
This question must have put the prophet into great 
agitation. Awful is the voice of the Eternal, at what- 
ever season, in whatever form, and on whatever occa- 
sion it is heard! How awful then to a bad man har- 
bouring an ill design, shutting wilfully his own cyes, 
and yet flattering himself, and saying, ‘ Doth God 
« see, and is there knowledge with the Most High 2” 
That he considered the very question as ominous, 
and fatal to the cause of his avaricé and vain-glory, 
is evident from the circumstantiality of his answer. 
It discovers a soul tremblingly alive to the voice of 
interest: it is minute and particular, as if by a 
parade of words he could deceive his Maker into an 
approbation of his purpose and desire. What then 
must have been his chagrin and disappointment, 
when a prohibition so peremptory and positive in 
& moinent blasted all his prospects of gain and pre- 
ferment! 

“And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go 
« with them, thou shelt not curse the people, for 
“ they are blessed.” Verse 12. The application had 
two objects in view, permission to go into the land 
of Moab, and liberty to curse the children of Israel ; 
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and both meet with a flat denial. He must not 
accompany the ambassadors tohim whip sont them ; 
neither must he, either at home or abroad, in thig 
place or in that, presume to curse, or in any shape 
whatever to molest that pcople. And as if the 
sternness of interdiction had not been sufficient, a 
reason is assigned, “ for they are blessed.” The 
commandments of God, in gencral, are so clear that 
it is impossible to misunderstand them ; it is not ige 
norance but presumption, that ruins mankind. 
Balaam, however reluctant, must next morning 
deliver an, account of the night's success; and we 
find he does it in a very partial and imperfect man- 
ner. When he reported the message of Balak to 
God, having to do with the great Searcher of hearts, 
with whom disguise avails nothing, he is accurate 
and distinct; but in carrying back the answer of 
God, having to do with men, who knew no more 
than he had a mind to communicate to them, he 
delivers it in terms calculated only to stimulate the 
eogerness of the king of Moab, by encouraging a 
hope that something might be extorted by dint of 
importunity and perseverance: or that perhaps he 
might be allowed to do that ata distance, which he 
might not do hy a nearer approach. The command 
was clear and full, ‘Thou shalt not go with them :” 
but in the mouth of Balaam it is mutilated and per- 
verted: “ The Lord refuscth to give me leave to go 
with you.” Verse 13. This satisfies Balak at once 
that the prophct’s good-will was with him ; that it 
was not from want of inclination that the messen- 


Levr. X1V.] HISTORY OF BALAAM. at 


gers returned without iim; and he justly con- 
cludes, that with such a proportion of the man on 
hig side, it would not be difficult to make the rest 
to follow. 

The father of lies himself will speak truth when it 
makes for his purpose ; and Satan will q ite Serip- 
ture if he can but deceive by it; as in Lis temptation 
of our Saviour in the wilderness. But then there is 
always some material circumstance disguised, per- 
verted, or suppressed: and thereby a far different 
meaning is conveyed from that which was intended. 
The word of God, then, is handled deccitfully, not 
only when it is wrested, and made to speak o lan- 
guage not its own, but when any part of the truth is 
purposely, artfully, and wilfully concealed ; and he 
* who shuns to declare the whole counsel of God,” 
is equally criminal with him who presumes to de- 
liver, as the word of God, what wants the stamp of 
his authority. Balaam simply relates, that he is 
not permitted to go; nota syllable of the prohibi- 
tion to curse Israel, nor of the reason assigned for 
that prohibition. 

As the message lost much by the way between 
God and the princes of Moab, from Balaam’s an- 
ner of “rehearsing it, so it loses sti! more between 
Balaam and their master, from their mutilated and 
partial report; so that by the time it reaches Balak, 
an entirely different tura and meaning are given to 
it. The words of the oracle were, “Thou shalt 
“ not go with them; thou shalt not curse the peo- 
. VO I, R 
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“ ple, for they are blessed,” Verse 12: rehearsed 
by Balaam, “ The Lord refuseth to give me leave 
“to go with you,” Verse 13: reported by the am- 
bassadors, “ Balaam refuseth to come with us.” 
Verse 14. Thus, by the alteration of a few circum- 
stances, even without a direct violation of truth, by 
passing through a very few hands, a plain proposi- 
tion is made to contradict itself: and if we add to 
the easiness of varying facts, by varying phrases 
and modes of expression, the difference, still more 
easily made, by the infinite diversity of tones, looks, 
and gesture, we shall not be surprised to find, what 
frequently happens, a man made to say diametrically 
the reverse of what he did say, and what he intended. 
~+ * Balak having received this answer as the prophets, 
with great colour of reason he considers it as a mere 
artifice, employed with a view to raise his price and 
importance; and he hopes to conquer Balaam’s 
reluctance by assiduity, perseverance, presents, and 
flattery ; for both good and bad men judge of others 
by themselves: and apprized, it would appear, of 
Balaam’s weak side, ambition and avarice, he dis- 
patches a second embassy, consisting of a greater 
number of persons, and of still higher rank, with 
this weighty and importunate address: “Thus 
* saith Balak, the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray 
“thee, hinder thee from coming unto me: for I 
“ will promote thee unto very great honour, and IT 
“ will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me: come, 
“ therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.” 
Verses 16, 17. How flattering all this toa worldly, 
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selfish mind! Balak puts a chart blanche into his 
hands; leaves him to name his own terms. All the 
honour which a king could bestow, all the wealth 
of Moab is before him ; the very things which his 
soul lusted after. Blessed Jesus, thou chief of the 
prophets, even the prince of this world, the chief of 
tempters, when he came found nothing in thee! he 
found no weak side, no vulnerable part. The king- 
doms of this world, and the glory of them, dazzled 
not thine eyes: to the loudest calls of nature thou 
turnedst a deaf ear. The applause of men thou didst 
despise ; thou soughtest not thine own glory, but the 
glory of Him that sent thee: thy “ meat and drink 
* was to do the will of Him that sent thee,” 

Balaam had now been at the summit of his wishes, 
but for a stern, pointed command of God; which, 
like a drawn sword, hung by a single hair over his 
head. Shocking dilemma! He is goaded on by 
desires as impetuous as ever took possession of a 
proud and covetous mind ; he is bridled in by a pro- 
hibition, as decisive as words could make it. Fora 
moment we are in hope that the good principle has 
got the ascendant, that the fear, if not the love of 
God, is shed abroad in his heart. Who could speak 
better? “If Balak would give me his house full 
“ of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word 
“ of the Lord my God, to do less or more.” Verve 
18, It is the very sentiment of chaste and virtuous 
Joseph, when solicited by temptation of 2 different 
sort. But here is the difference +—Joseph fled from 

aa 
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temptation, and overcame: Balaam tampered with 
it, and fell. Even the worst of men feel themselves 
under a necessity, for their interest’s sake, to save 
appearances ; and something must be said, at least, 
to still the clamours of conscience. Unhappy man! 
steady himeclf to his own base and wicked purpose, 

“he is weak enough to entertain the hope that the 
great, the unchangeable Jehovah may depart from 
his. Thus decciving himself, it is no wonder to 
sec him attempting to deceive the king of Moab's 
messengers into the expectation of a response more 
favourable to their united wishes. Accordingly, he 
courteously invites thom to lodge with him that night 
also; if peradventure there might be obtained a re- 
versal of the decree. 

And now the sable curtain is drawn, and Balaam 
is left alone, and no eyes sce him but the all-seeing 
eye of God. Without waiting to be consulted, and 
the prophet without doubt was both afraid and 
ashanied to venture on this second rencounter, God 
again prevents him, and tacitly, though not directly, 
charges him with having invited this second appli- 
cation, in the face of a positive and decided answer. 
Balaam and Balak are both men of this world, and 
having one and the same spirit to govern them, 
they readily understand each other. Balaam evi- 
dently courts a second address; and Balak is not 
slow to pay it. Now this is the very thing which 
gives so great and such just offence toa holy God— 
that two presumptuous, selfish wretches should pre- 
wume to imagine that the counsels of Heaven could 
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be shaken, in compliance with their humour or in. 
terest, ‘And God came unto Balaam at night, 
“ and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, 
“rise up, and go with them; but yet the word 
* which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.” 
Verse 20. The word might have been rendered, 
* Seeing the men have come to call thee. Balaam, 
* you have carried, thus far, your point. A more 
“ honourable embassy attends you. Your desire is 
“to go: you are unable to withstand the alure- 
“* ments of riches and honour: you know the better 
** course, but will pursue the worse. Well, then, 
* fulfil thy desire. Ihave declared my will; but 
“ thou preferrest thine own. I have said, Go not ; 
“ curse not; but the demon of gain, Mammon, 
* says, Go and curse. Obey him. Go, and take 
“ the consequence.” This is clearly the language 
of the permission given him to accompany the mes 
sengers. And can there be a clearer proof of the 
divine displeasure, than when God yields to men, 
and gives them their own way? ‘ My people,” 
says God, “ would not hearken to my voice, and 
Israel would nonce of me; so I gave them up 
“unto their own hearts’ Just, and they walked in 
“their own counsels, © that my people had 
“ hearkened unto me, and Isracl had walked in my 
* ways! I should soon have subdued their enemies, 
“and tarned my hand against their adversaries.” 
Psalm Ixxxii. 11—14. The wickeduess of the old 
world at length overcame the patience of God; and 
he said, “ My Spirit shall not always strive with 
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 man:” and so they were left to eat and drink, to 
dance and to play; but then the waters of a deluge 
were at no great distance: and when God says, con- 
cerning a people or an individual, “ Ephraim is 
“ joined to idols, let him alone ;” short of hell, it is 
the worst that can befall them. 

Balaam flattered himself and the Moabites, with 
hearing more from God; but, the punishment of 
abusing the light he had, he hears /ess than before ; 
and the vision is obscured to the man who had wil- 
fully shut his own eyes. He was formerly forbidden 
either to go, or to curse. He is now, at his peril, 
allowed to go: but should he be so rash as to pro- 
ceed on so slender a warrant, he is, at his peril, 
warned to walk by the instructions which should be 
given him, [low easily men believe, how promptly 
they obey, when the doctrine tallies with their pre- 
judices ; when the precept coincides with their in- 
clinations or their interest. Balaam is weak, I 
ought to have said, wicked enough, to imagine his 
way perfectly clear. Having carried, as he thought, 
one essential point, all the rest he presumes will 
follow of course. Who so quick-sighted as a co- 
vetous man pursuing his gain? And yet who so 
stupid and dull as the man whose eyes the God of 
this world hath blinded? Balaam is up betimes in 
the morning, equipped for his journey, on his way 
for the land of Moab: “ For the children of this 
* world are in their generation wiser than the chil- 
dren of light.” Luke xvi, 8. And there, for the 
present, we shall cave him, with this melancholy, 
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mortifying refection—That a corrupted heart has 
infinitely greater power to pervert a sound under- 
standing and a well-informed conscience, than an 
intelligent conscience and a clear head have to re- 
form and purify a corrupted heart. Jf God permit, 
we shall continue the history next Lord’s day. 
May grace and wisdom be granted us to make a 
proper use of it; and to God’s holy name be praise. 
Amen. . 
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LECTURE XV. 


2 PETER II. 18, 16. 


These—are gone astray, following the way of Balaam, the son 
of Boror, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, but was 
rebuked for his iniquity : the dumb ass, speaking with man’s 
voice, forbade the madness of the prophet. 


Tue ordinary powers of nature, if we consider 
them attentively, are no less wonderful in them- 
selves, and are not less a proof of the power and 
wisdom of God, than those extraordinary gifts which 
have been bestowed, and those preternatural powers 
which have been exercised, at particular seasons and 
for special purposes; and which have excited the 
admiration aud astonishment of one part of man- 
Kind, and the incredulity of another. That a com- 
pany of illiterate men should suddenly, and without 
instruction or study, be endowed with the gift of 
readily speaking various languages, justly raises our 
wonder, and conveys to our minds a very lofty idea 
of that divine intelligence which can communicate 
auch power into men: but we overlook the wonder 
equally great, because it is continually occurring, 
of the common gift of speech, and of the convey- 
ancc of thonglt by it; and the acquisition ‘of lan- 
guage by incans of letters and memory. That a 
duinb ass should speak with man's voice, and the 
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dull ass reason, fills us with surprise, because the 
instance is singular and unparalleled; but the gra- 
dual increase of the human body, the imperceptible 
expansion of the powers of the human mind, pass 
for a thing of course; though the hand of God be 
conspicuous in the one case as in the other. Nothing 
is incredible to them who know the Scriptures, aud 
the power of God: nothing is incredible to him 
who attends, with any degree of application, to the 
operations of his own mind; and to what, in the 
ordinary course of humau affairs, is every hour presse 
ing upon his observation. 

In a crowded assembly, without the utterance of 
a single sound, by one glance of the eye, the inmost 
thoughts, the most secret emotions, shall quick as 
lightning be conveyed from soul to soul: and the 
stranger be unable to intermeddle with, to partake 
of, the sorrow or the joy. Let the veil of night be 
spread ever so thick, and the use of sight suspended 
as if the eye-ball were extinguished, the vibration 
of a little film of flesh shal! dissipate the gloom, and 
shall convey the accents of affection or of woe to 
the ear and the heart of sympathy. Place the 
diameter of the globe between my friend and me, 
by an art subtle as the magic spell, what I koow 
and feel in the frozen regions of the north, shall 
fice on the swift wings of the wind, and touch his 
soul under the more clement sky of the opposite he- 
misphere. Knowing from experience all this to be 
true, history can record no fact, promise suspend. 
before my eyes no future event, too wonderful for 
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me to believe. The omniscience, omnipotence, and 
infinite goodness of God once admitted, every dif- 
ficulty vanishes. Js there any thing too hard for 
the Lord to perform? No: Then Sarah conceives a 
son at ninety years old; the dumb ass reproves the 
madness of his master; unlettered fishermen speak 
with tongues; the dead shall arise; all these things 
shall be dissolved, and ‘“ new heavens, and a new 
* carth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,” shall be 
expanded, to endure for ever and ever. 

Having premised these things, not altogether 
foreign, we trust, to our subject, we proceed to the 
farther prosccution of a history, as singular, and as 
instructive perhaps as any in Scripture. 

Balaam having obtained what he was willing to 
believe to be the consent of God to his journey into 
the land of Moab, for we casily believe what we 
wish, he loses not a moment in making preparation 
for it. Ile is mounted and on his journey by the 
first dawning of the day, as if afraid of prevention, 
by a revocation of the permission ; ill at ease in his 
mind, but smothering conviction, in the exultation 
of having princes in bis train, and in the prospect 
of all the riches and honour which confederated 
kings had to bestow. Scripture gives us the idea of 
a holy violence offered unto God, with which he is 
well pleased, and to which he graciously submits 
to yield; as when it is said, “ The kingdom of 
* heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it 
** by force.” Hence the commandment, “ to strive 
« to enter in at the strait gate,” to wrestle and make 
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supplication, “ to pray always, and not to faint.” 
But there is also suggested the idea of an inpious, 
@ presumptuous, and a fatal strife and contention 
with our Maker, in which, woe be to the man who 
prevails, Such was the violence which worldly- 
minded Balaam offered: and how could he think 
to prosper? God, justly displeased at his persever- 
ance in a cause which he knew to be disapproved 
of Heaven, teavesshim not long in uncertainty res- 
pecting his will. 

The princes of Moab, it would appear, had now 
Jeft him, and were proceeding with a quicker pace 
to apprize their master of the prophet’s approach 5 
and Balaam reinains attcuded by only two of his 
own servants, when the Angel of the Lord places 
himnself in the way for an adversary against him. 
We shall find, in the sequel, the person styled the 
Angel of the Lord, as in other places, so here, as- 
suming the character and exercising the prerogative 
of Deity: for He it is that afterwards say., “ The 
“ word that J shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt 
* speak.” We are to understand therefore by this 
designation, the mighty, the uncreated Angel, by 
whom God made the worlds, the Eternal Word, 
which was in the beginning, which was with God, 
and which was God, and which in the fulness of 
time was made flesh, and dwelt among men: “ And 
“they beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
“ begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
John i. 14. But never till now, did he appear in 
the character of an adversary, We find him, on 
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other occasions, appearing to direct the wandering, 
to protect the weak, and to succour the distressed 5 
asin the case of Hagar, Lot, and Jacob: but the 
face of the Lord is set against them that do evil. 
And now behold him on the way to check the pro- 
gress of pride, violence, and covetousness. The 
great enemy, foe to God and man, is termed, by 
way of distinction, éhe Adversary: but, lo! that 
awful character is assumed by a very different Being 
—but one infinitely greater and mightier than him; 
whose wrath is infinitely more terrible: who has 
power to save and to destroy; and, if he take upon 
him that form, it is still in consistency with bis 
gracious characters of good and merciful: itis to 
humble the proud, to prevent aud counteract the 
causeless cursc; to disappoint malice, and make 
the purposes of revenge recoil upon itself: it is to 
support the friendless, to guard the innocent, and to 
relieve the miserable, 

This formidable apparition was observed neither 
by the prophet nor by his servants. Neither the 
natural vision of the latter, nov the extraordinary 
and superaatural sagacity of the former, discerned 
any thing save empty space, where the dullest of 
brute animals descricd the presence of Him who 
makes alt nature tremble at his nod; who * giveth 
“understanding to the prudent, and to him that 
“ heth no m ght increaseth strength.” Is not this 
a striking representation of what daily comes to 
pass in the course of Providence? We see men 
soaring in the clouds, with their eyes and intagina- 
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tion, while with their feet they stumble and fall 
into the ditch that is before them; possessing every 
kind of sense except common-sense; pretending to 
supcrior refinement, and yet stupid and gross in the 
plaincst and most cssential things. Thus the sim- 
phicity of the Gospel was “ to the Jewsa stumbling. 
« block, and to the Greeks foolishness :” and on this 
very account, the condescending Saviour of man- 
Kind is represented as rejoicing in spirit, and saying, 
“I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from 
“the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
“unto babes, Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
“ good in thy sight.” Matt. xi. 25, 26. Thus God 
destroyeth the ‘ wisdom of the wise, and brings 
“to nothing the understanding of the prudent,” 
1 Cor. i. 19. 

What an object of terror is here represented as 
obstructing the passage! Au angel! The prince of 
angels, armed with a sword, and that sword drawn 
in his hand! What was the strength of Egypt, in 
that dreadful night when onc of his flaming mes- 
sengers walked through the midst of it, and made 
all its first-born to bleed to death under his stroke? 
How easy had it been for that arm, with one stroke 
of that sword, to have put an end to the life and 
madness of the prophet! But he chose to employ 
a meaner instrument, and thereby to vindicate to 
himself a higher praise. — 

There is a striking progress described in the mode 
of adinonition and reproof, administered to the pro> 
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phet by the successive actions of the dumb creature. 
First, “* he turned aside out of the way, and went 
“into the field;” a plain intimation to his accuse 
tomed rider, that something extraordinary obstructed 
his path. Thus, in many passages of Scripture, 
the common instincts of the dullest animals are em- 
ployed to expose the greater thoughtlessness and 
folly of rational beings. “ Ask now the beasts,” 
says Job, “and they shall teach thee; and the 
* fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee: or speak 
to the earth, and it shall teach thee; and the fishes 
“ of the sea shall declare unto thee. Who knoweth 
“ not in all these, that the hand of the Lord hath 
“ wrought this?” Job xii. 7—9. “ Hear, O hea- 
* vens;” says God by Isaiah, “ and give car, O 
“ earth, for the Lord hath spoken: TI have nourished 
* and broughit up children, and they have rebelled 
“against me. ‘The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
“ass his muster’s crib: but Isracl doth not know, 
“my people doth not consider.” Isaiah i. 2, 3. 
Yea, the stork in the heaven,” saith God by 
another proplict, * knoweth her appointed times: 
“and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow 
“© observe the time of their coming; but my people 
“ know not the judgment of the Lord.” Jer. viii. 7. 
Thus, in the passage before us, a more indirect re- 
proof was given to the eagerness and speed of Ba- 
laam, pricked on by the spur of covetousness and 
ambition, by the action of the ass in deviating from 
the right path ; and had not the eyes of his under- 
standing been blinded by the wages of unrighteous- 
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ness, this, without the vision of an angel, might 
have taught him that the way in which he went was 
perverse before God. But following only the blind 
impulse of a carnal mind, he wreaks, in reiterated 
blows upon the offending brute, the resentment 
which ought to have been levelled against his own 
rashness and presumption. Who was here most 
worthy of stripes? Let the adage of the wise man 
determine. “ A whip for the horse, a bridle for the 
ass, and a rod for the fool's back.” 

Behold the patience and Jong suffering of God. 
The ass, by dint of blows, is forced back again into 
the road, and the angel himself gives place and re- 
tires. Folly and obstinacy seem to have carried off 
the victory ; but, alas, how short is the triumph of 
impiety! If omnipotence yicld, it is only to meet 
the sinner on ground more difficult and dangerous. 
The heavenly messenger now takes his stand in a 
place where there was no way toescape, ‘a wall on 
“ this side, and a wall on that,” and a flaming sword, 
wielded by the arm of the great Archangel, in front 
to oppose. There is no way of safety but in turn- 
ing back and fleeing for life, and yct he will madly 
push on to his own destruction. When men are 
once engaged in a way that is not good, difficulty 
only stimulates their ardour; they rush on through 
danger to danger, till they involve themselves in 
inevitable destruction ; according to the fearful pro- 
-gress described by the prophet,—* Fear, and the 
* pit, and the snare shall be upon thee, O inhabi- 
“tant of Moab, saith the Lord. He that fleeth 


26 HISTORY OF BALAAM. Elser. XV. 


* from the fear shall fall into the pit, and he that 
‘ getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the 
* snare: for I will bring upon it, even vpon Moab, 
“ the year of their visitation, saith the Lord. They 
“ that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon, be- 
cause of the force: but a fire shall come forth out 
“of Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sion, 
“and shall devour the corner of Moab, and the: 
“ cyown of the head of the tumultuous ones.” Jer, 
xviii. 43—45. 

The reproof now becomes more distinct and di- 
rect. The wretched animal, urged on by his furious 
rider, hemmed in with a wall on either side, and 
opposed in front as with a walt of fire, in making 
a desperate effort to pas. by and advance, thrusts 
himself close to the wall, and crushes the prophet’s 
foot. Thus slow, thus reluctant, is a merciful God 
to proceed to judgment. He first warns and threat- 
ens; then touches the extremities, if peradventure 
the sinner will take warning and turn back; and 
not till all means have becn tried and found ineffec- 
tual, is he provoked to strike the deadly blow that 
reaches the heart. ‘ 

Mark, on the other hand, by what dreadful de« 
grees sinners harden themselves against God, till 
they become lost to feeling. The commission of 
one sin as naturally leads to another ay every step 
down a steep place accelerates the speed of that 
which .is to follow; and yet transgressors vainly 
imagine it is in their power: to stop when they please, 
or to turn against the biss, One of the most fearfut 
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symptoms of a reprobate mind is, when the very 
means of awakening, convincing, and converting; 
serve a8 opiates to the conscience, and increase that 
insensibility which they wete meant to cure. If the 
constitution of the patient be fo vitiated a8 to cone 
vert medicine into poison, dissolution cannot be at 
agreat distance, Affliction, that wholesome though 
wopelatable potion, never leaves the mind exactly 
where it found it. A cure is either begun by it, or 
the distemper ia confirmed. The history of Balaam 
is the illustration of this position. The pain of his 
foot has only served to whet the asperity of his dispo- 
sition; and the more he is opposed, the more earnest 
he is to get forward’. © that the children of light 
were thas perseverant in good cause, a and not weary 
of well-doing. 

It is astonishing that superstition, if not the fear 
of God, did not now turn him back. Surely never 
Journey had a more ominous, inauspicious begin- 
ning: but the passions by which he wes actuated are 
‘among the last to be discouraged ; on he drives, and 
the angel, in patience mixed with displeasure, conti- 
nygs to retreat, till at length the path becomes so 
narrow, thet it was impossible to turn to the right. 
hand or to the left, when the patient brute, wearied 
and wasted with stripes, and scared with the dreadful 
vision immediately before her eyes, at last sinks to 
the earth under her burthea. 

This wes the third stage of admonition and re. 
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not; shakes the rod, but smites not. That being 
disregarded, he puts forth his hand and smites the 
heel, but spares the vitals. He then proseads to 
block up the way, that the sinper cannot pasa; but 
is constrained to falMown before him. Hymanity 
is shocked as we proceed. “ A rightedus man re- 
* gardeth the life of his beast, but the tender mercies 
* of the wicked are cruel.” Behold an old, simple, 
uncomplaining drudge, expiring under the angry 
blows of her unkind master. The very stones of the 
field are ready to cry out, and to upbraid the hard. 
hearted, ungrateful wretch with his cruelty. “ Ba- 
* Jaam’s anger was kindled, and he smote ber witha 
« staff.” 

In the history of the miracle which follows, « 
multitude of reflections crowd upon us,—~In the or- 
der and frame of nature, every creature of God has 
a special use and end; neither is there any schism, 
deficiency, or redundancy permitted in the great 
body of the universe, Every thing is in its places 
eycry thing is fulfilling the purpose of its Creator; 
and therefore nothing ought to be mean or con- 
temptible in our eyes.—The great Lord of all exer- 
cjees a tender concern about the lowest of the bruta 
ereation, provides for them, and resents the cruelty 
and injustice which are offered them. “ He feeds 
“ the ravens;” “the young lions ask their meat 
“ from God;” “ he careth for oxen ;” “a sparrow 
“ falleth not to the ground without our heavealy 
Feather.” And, lo, the dull ass findeth compas- 
sion and an avenger when under oppression, from 
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him whom angeli” worship. Who 2 lofty es to be 
beyond his reach, as to defy his power? What to 
little as-to be beneath his notice, or shut out from 
hia pity ?-There is of consequence « return of at- 
tention and tenderness due from the humen race to 
every order of creatures below themselves, and whose 
éervices, whatever their faculties may be, Providence 
permits them to employ either for pleasure or for 
use~The power and wisdom which stationed every 
creature in its proper place, and preserves it there, 
can at pleasure elevate it toa higher, or depress it 
to a lower sphere: can confer upon it a force un- 
known before, or deprive it of what it formerly pos- 
sessed; can break the strength of Egypt by on army 
of frogs or flies, or preserve Daniel unhurt in the 
amidst of the lions; can catch the serpent in his 
own craftiness, and teach the dull ass speech and 
reason. 7 
The cunning of Satan, and the understanding of 
man, look out for likely, promising, and adequate 
instruments to carry on their designs. The wisdom 
of God chooses to execute his by such as are appa- 
rently weak, unpromising, and inadequate. To se~ 
duce our'frst parents, the devil employed theageney 
of that creature which was the most sagacious of all 
the beasts of the field. The most stupid, in the 
hand of the Almighty, was sufficient to confoond, 
and to convict, and to condemn the proudest and 
most highly gifted of hjs race. And tvs gospel of 
‘Christ- becometh effectual unto salvation, 4 not 
s2 
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« through the wisdom of words, Gut by demonstray 
* tion of the Spirit ; for God hath chosen the foolish 
* things of the world, to confound the wise; and 
“ God hath chosen weak things of the world, 
* to confound the things which are mighty; and 
“base things of the world, and things which are 
« despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which 
“are not, to bring to nought things that are: that 
no flesh should glory in his presence.” 1 Cor. i. 
27——29. 

Finally, for we most make an end of our reflec- 
tions on the subject—What creature so brutish as a 
rational being under the dominion of his lusts! The 
novelty of an ass speaking. reasoning, remonstrating, 
seems to have excited no astonishment in the furious 
prophet: he is not awakened to one sentiment of 
compassion, nor of godly fear, by a phenomenon 
so singular. The only regret he feels, is the want 
of a deadly instrument to prosecute his resentment 
to the full. Men, most vainly, and in the face of 
experience, imagine that such snd such means of 
conviction would certainly work their effect. “ Nay, 
“ byt if one went from the dead they will repent ;” 
bat the truth is too well confirmed by every day’s 
experience to be called in question, that “ if they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
* they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” 
Luke xvi. 31. A miracle greater than even opening 
the ass’s mouth must be performed before Balaam 
Will be persuaded. A heart wedded to gain is not 
to be reasoned out of its favourite parpose; and-ag- 
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belief, do what you will, always finds @ strong hold 
whereto it can resort, and which it easily renders 
impregnable. * Show usa sign from Heaven, and 
“ we will believe.” Well, the very petalance of in- 
eredality is humoured, the sign is exhibited, Satan is 
cast out. Surely they will now believe. No such 
thing. ‘ This man casteth out devils by Beelzebub, 
“ the prince of the devils."—The eyes of Balaam are 
blinder, his heart more hard, than the tongue of the 
ass is mute, 

At length, God vouchsafes to effect that by a se~ 
cond miracle, which had been obvious to a tender 
conscience, much more to a prophetic eye, without 
any miracle at all: and the angel stands confessed to 
the sight of the soothsayer, clothed in all his terror, 
And now violence, ambition, and covetousness stand 
for a while suspended, swallowed up of fear at this 
alarming sight, His eyes are no sooper opened to 
see with whom he had to contend, than he shuts 
them again in consternation and astonishment; “ he 
“ bowed his head and fell flat on his face.” What 
a miserable figure a haughty man makes when caught 
in the snare! How vain is the expectation of fleeing 
from God, or of opposing him with success! How 
dreadful it is to meet as an adversary, him whore 
counsels we have slighted as a friend! Balaam has 
now the unspeakable mortification of discovering 
that he owed the preservation of his life to the 
slender sagacity and discernment of the poor brate 
whom be had ¢reated so unmercifully: and he is 
again ayured, without reserve or disguise, that the 
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design of this journcy was highly odious and offen- 
sive to God. “ Behold, I went out to withstand 
* thee, because thy way is perverse before me. And 
“ the ass saw me, and turned from me these three 
“times: unless she had turned from me, surely 
* now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.” 
Verses 32, 33. 

But though intimidated and confounded, his 
heart still cleaves to “ the wages of unrightcousness.” 
Disapprobation could not be expressed in clearer and 
stronger words, than had all along been employed, 
“Thou shalt not go, thou shalt not curse ;” “I 
went out to withstand thee; thy way is perverse 
§ before inc ;” and yet he has the assurance to make 
it a matter of doubt whether God were displeased 
with him or not. A conscience not quite eallous, 
a heart not totally hardened like his, would have 
sought instantly to retreat, thankfal that his pre- 
sumption had not already cost him his life; but he 
cannot give up the hope of getting forward. If 
it displease thee, I will get me back again.” Verse 
34. “ If it displease thee”—Could he doubt it? 
What kind of assurance would he have had? And 
yet, wonderful to be told, the angel continues once 
more to give way ; and Balaam has still the hardi- 
ness to proceed; and the issue proves the truth of 
the wise man’s assertion: “He that being often 
‘* reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
* destroyed, and that without remedy.” Prov. 
> xxix, 1. 


The history now hastens on to the meeting of 
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Balaam and Balak ; the one eager to prevail over his 
enemies by the power of enchantment ; the other 
to posscas himself of the riches and honours of 
Moab. The one lays aside the state of a king, and 
advances to his utmost border, out of respect to his 
expected guest. The other, with more speed tha 
became a prophet, hastens to partake of the prince's 
repast, little scrupulous whether the bill of fare con- 
sisted of things offered unto idols or not. But, 
happily for Isracl, God their protector had put 2 
hook in his nose, and a bridle inhis jaws. We him- 
self feels and acknowledges it, however reluctantly : 
“ And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, 1 am come 
“unto thee: have I now any power at all to say 
“any thing? The word that God puttcth in my 
“ mouth, that shall I speak.” Verse 38. 

The prophecy itself, one of the most beautiful 
passages in the sacred history, though uttered by 
profane lips ; and the power of God therein exem- 
plified, in making the wrath of man to praisc him, 
will furnish useful matter for another discourse.— 
Let what has been said be improved as a solemn 
warning to observe, regard, and submit to the admo- 
nitions of God's word and providence. Woe be to 
that man who sees no angel standing in the way of 
a sinful career, till the angel of death stop him with 
his fatal dart. Let the checks of conscience be lis- 
tened to. Has the hand or the foot been bruised, 
retreat in time, There isalion in the way. He 
that proves too strong for his Maker, bya bold per- 
severance in an evil course, is only hasteniug for- 


364 HISTORY OF BALAAM, [Upor, XY, 


ward to his own destruction. The same person is the 
kindest friend, and the most formidable adversary. 

God can find an instrument to punish in the 
meanest and most contemptible creature; therefore 
despise none, abuse none. Be not weary in well- 
doing. Take an example from Balaam, in respect 
of perseverance; but choose an honester and wor- 
thier object of pursuit. Honour God with your 
superior reason and use of speech. Behold an ass 
wise, and a prophet mad: blush at thy own folly, 
and be humble. 

Let us go, as has been already suggested, and learn 
wisdom from the brute creation. ‘ Thc ox knoweth 
“ his owner, and the ass his master’s crib ;” be in- 
structed to acknowledge the hand that feeds thee, 
learn attachment to thy protector, learn gratitude to 
thy benefactor, repay kindness with kindness,—Learn 
industry from the bee. * Go to the ant, thou slug- 
S* gard ; consider her ways, and be wise; which hav- 
* ing no guide, overscer, or ruler, provideth her meat 
“ in the summer, and gathereth her food in the har- 
* vest. How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? When 
* wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?” Prov. vi. 6 
—g. “The hen gathereth her chickens under her 
‘* wings." There be four things which are little 
“upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise. 
*« The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare 
*their meat in the summer; the conies are buta 
* feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks ; 
* the locusts have noking, yet go they forthail of them 
f by bands; the spider taketh hold with her hands, 
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“and is in kings’ palaces.” Prov. xxx. 24—28, 
May God open our eyes, and dispose our minds to 
receive instruction from every thing around us ; and 
preserve us from opposing his will; and make his 
way straight before our face, 
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LECTURE XVI. 


NUMBERS XXII. 10. 


‘Who can count the dust of Jacob, andthe number of the fourth 
* part of Keracl? Let me die the death of the righteous, andlet 
my last end be like his. 


Human conduct, as far as it is governed by the 
spirit of this world, exhibits a wretched and con- 
temptible, but a dangerous and fatal, opposition to 
the will of God. Men would be happy in their 
own way; but whether they succecd in their 
pursuits, or whether they fail, they find themselves 
miserable in the end. God is conducting us, if we 
would but be conducted, to real and substantial 
happiness, but it is through a narrow gate, and along 
a path in many places strewed with thorns. The 
Prosperous successes of vanity and wickedness, like 
& sweet poison, may afford a transient pleasure in 
the moment of swallowing ; but lasting and uoutter- 
able anguish immediately succeeds. The bowels 
are torn with pain insupportable, and theman dies, 
dies for ever, for the indulgence and gratification 
of one poor instant of time. But the sacrifices we 
are enabled to make to God,/and to the testimony of 
@ good conseience, are like a nauseous medicine, 
which, by means of 2 short-lived disgust, rectifies 
the constitution, sweetens the blood, confirms 
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health, and prolongs a happy existence, The 
grievousness of affliction in duc season “ yields the 
« peaceable fruits of rightedusness to them who are 
“ exercised thereby.” 

In whatever way men choose to live, and very 
different are the roads which they take, they have 
but one idea, one wish, one prayer, in the prospect 
of death and eternity. When a man finds himself 
on the brink of the world of spirits, it will afford 
him but slender consolation to reficct that he has 
lived long enough to amass a fortune, to enjoy a 
banquet, to attaina post of honour, to acquire a 
name. And he will feel as little pain and mortifica- 
tion, on the other hand, in recollecting that he has 
passed life in obscurity, that he has struggled 
with poverty, that he has endured unmerited 
reproach. But this is the folly and the misery 
of man; we eagerly imbibe and follow. the 
spirit of this world while we live; and we fondly 
dream of assuming, in one propitious instant, the 
spirit of heaven when we come todie. Wethink of 
pasing our thirty or forty years with the gay, the 
giddy, and the vain; as if that could be a prepara~ 
tion for an eternity with God, and angels, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect. Our understanding 
and conscience are on the side of wisdom and piety ; 
our passions and habits, and, alas! they are more 
powerful, are of the party of dissipation and vice. 
“ The fool says in his heart, There is no God ;” and 
men reputed wise live as if there were none. 

The unhappy man whose charecter is farther un- 
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folded to us in the text exhibits a most affecting 
example of this strange inconsistency and self-de- 
Tusion. Who so enlightened as Baleam, “ which 
“heard the words of God, which saw the vision of 
“the Almighty?” Who so blind as the covetous 
prophet, who “ loved the wages of unrighteousness,” 
whose eyes the god of this world blinded? Hear 
him speak; the manna of heavenly eloquence falls 
from his lips; behold him act, and, lo, a fiend from 
helt spreading snares and destruction, Under the 
control of God, not Moses himself thinks more 
affectionately, expresses affection mare ardently to- 
wards Isracl, than Balaam does. Under the im- 
pulse of his own passions, not Satan could plot 
more malignantly, nor more effectually. As the 
prophet of God, who so warm a friend? As the 
counsellor of Balak, who so dreadful an adversary ? 
In the prospect of death, who more devout? In life, 
who so profligate? In judgment and opinion, who 
so clear and sound? In practice, who so prostitute 
and abandoned ? 

Ja the face of a prohibition, the clearest and ful- 
lest that words could convey, through the diffi- 
culties and dangers of a journey the most eventful 
upon record, Balaam is now arrived at Balak’s me- 
tropolis, Kizjath-huzoth, the City of Streets. Greet- 
ings, euch as may be supposed to pass between 
wicked and selfish men, being over, the sacrifice is 
offered up, and the banquet is prepared, according 
to thé state of aking, and the sacredness and im- 
portance of his guest. The evening being passed 


Laer, XVI} HISTORY OF BALAAM. 208 


in festivity, they retire to rest; and early on the 
morrow, Balaam' permits himself to be conducted 
by the Moabitish prince into the “ high places of 
‘ Baal, that thence he might see the utmost paris of 
“ the people.” Here the cloven foot appears at once, 
Balaam was too intelligent to belicve that Baal was 
any thing; that his sacrifices or high places were 
any thing: but Balak’s gold being, indeed, the 
god whom he himself worshipped, it is to him a 
matter of the last indifference before what idol the 
superstitious monarch bowed down. Reason and 
religion say, ‘ What concord can there be between 
‘€ God and Belial; between him that believeth, and 
an infidel? Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” 
But avarice will attempt any thing; submit to any 
thing; commit any thing; will adore the God of 
Israel, or bend at the altar of Baal, just as it serves 
the occasion, Balaam even volunteers in the service 
of the idol; he feeds the superstition of Balak, 
which it was his duty to have corrected ; and, as if 
there had been something potent and mysterious in 
the number, directs seven altars to be erected, and 
@ bullock and a ram to be prepared for 2 sacrifice 
upon each of the seven. 

Behold low soon the reproof of 2 speaking, rea- 
soning brute, the terrors of the opposing angel, and 
the admonitions of the heavenly vision, are disre- 
garded and forgotten! Balak is deliberately suffered 
to remaia the dupe of his own credulity : he is fed 
with the vain hope of triumph, in a way by which 
it could not be achieved ; and an attempt is impi- 
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ously made to aid him in an enterprize, which Hea- 
ven had repeatedly condemned ; ‘and, dreadful to 
think, this is done, under al! the awful forms of 
religious service; and a purpose too vile to be 
avowed, even to men, is presumptuously obtruded 
upon the great Jehovah, as if his determinations 
were to fluctuate with the vile interests and caprices 
of mortals. “ The sacrifice of the wicked,” saith 
the wise man, “is an abomination; how much 
“ more when he bringcth it with a wicked mind ?” 
The religion of God is, “ I will have mercy and 
“ not sacrifice.” But the leading article of Balaam's 
creed is, “ Gain is godliness:” hence he attempts 
to sanction cursing and cruelty, under the solemn 
ordinances of the blessed God. 

We have observed formerly, without pretending 
to assign a reason for it, that the number seven is, 
through the whole of divine revelation, connected 
with many important ideas, institutions, and events, 
in cases depending on the sovereign authority of the 
great God. This leads us to conclude, that it has 
a meaning and design, the knowledge of which is 
either lost to the world, or never has yet been re- 
vealed to man. It cannot be for nothing that it 
presents itself so often, and in so many forms, upon 
the sacred page.—That God rested the seventh day 
from all his work and sanctified it—that on the 
solemn day of the atonement, under the law, the 
blood of the sin-offering was sprinkled before and 
upon the mercy-seat seven times—that the altar of 
burnt-offering was consecrated by being anointed 
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seven times with the holy oil—that the consecration 
of Aaron to the priesthood, consisted of a service 
of seven days—that the leper was to be sprinkled, 
in order to purification, seven times; and after a 
separation of seven days, be admitted to his rank 
as a citizen—that every seventh year was ordained 
a year of rest, to the land of promise: and that 2 
revolution of seven times seven ycars brought on 
the jubilee, or universal relceasc—that seven priests, 
bearing so many trumpets, were commanded to 
begin the conquest of Canaan, by seven days en- 
compassing Jericho; and that, upon the seventh 
circuit, and at the seventh blowing of the trumpets, 
the walls of that city should fall to the ground— 
that the like number of priests should be employed 
to precede and announce the removal of the ark, 
when David brought it home ; and, not to multiply 
instances without end—that the Lamb, which John 
saw in vision in the midst of the throne, should be 
represented as having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all 
the earth—that the book in the right hand of him 
who sat upon the throne should be sealed with 
seven seals—that in these, and so many more cases, 
which the careful reader of the Scriptures nced not 
have pointed out to him, the Spirit of God should 
see meet to press upon our minds, with such peculiar 
emphasis, this number of perfection, as it has been 
called both by Jews and Heathens, though we can- 
not account for it, leads to this pleasing conclusion 
—That there are in the word of God many precious 
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mines of knowledge yet undiscovered ; endless mys- 
‘teries of wisdom, goodness, and love yet to be un- 
veiled; depths of mercy, which the capscity of 
angels has not yet fathomed; heights of grace, to 
which the seraphim’s wing hath not soared. Is it 
imagination, merely, to suppose that the felicity of 
saints in bliss may consist in diving deeper and 
decper into the plan of redemption ; in tracing its 
progress, its history, to its consummation ; in read- 
ing this wonderful book, with the veil removed from 
our cyes; to find in it all the stores of natural, 
moral, and divine truth; in for ever learning, ever 
beginning to learn, “the love of Christ which 
* passeth knowledge?” I will indulge the dear, the 
delightful hope, that the period will come when, 
taught of that Spirit who is promised to “ take of 
“ the things of Christ and show them unto us,” I. 
shall discover in this blessed volume ten thousand 
excellencies to which I am now blind ; ten thousand 
truths of which 1 have at present no perception ; 
ten thousand beauties E am now incatiable of relish- 
ing.—But to return. 

It is no great wonder to find a manlof 80 mixed a 
character as Balaam employing altars and victims, 
according to a number and quality long before sanc- 
tified by the appointment of the trae God. For all 
the rites of idolatry may easily be traced up to divine 
institutions. But what signifies the form when the 
spirit and meaning is lost? Chemosh was the pe- 
culiar idol of the Moabites, as we learn from chap. 
xxi. 29; for Baal, that is, Jord, was a general term, - 
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descriptive of the whole tribe of deities, and applied 
by every particular nation to its respective patron ; 
yet we find Balak easily persuaded by Balaam to 
offer sacrifice to Jehovali. For they who have false 
notions of deity cannot be very difficult in thew 
choice of a god; and Balak probably was so werk 
as to imagine, that by this piece of fattery and re- 
spect, the God of the Israelites might be decoyed. 
from them, withdraw his protection, and give them 
up to the sword of their cnemics. 

Balaam, now the sacrifice was set on fire, directs 
the king to stand by it, in solemn expectation of its 
sucecss ; he himself withdraws to an “ high place,” 
or, he went solitary; probably to some adjoining 
cleft of the rock, favourable cither to meditation or 
to the practice of his enchantments, tor observation 
of any preternatural signs that might be given, or 
for a clearer prospect of the camp to be devoted. 
Nothing astonishes us more than the boldness of 
this retreat. An ill conscience secks concealment 
from the eye of God, in noise anda crowd. To 
what a pitch of insensibility has this man attained, 
who has the dreadful courage to go forth to meet an 
offended God in solitude! “ And God met Balaam.” 
In what manner we are not told, neither is it of any 
importance to know; but it is of importance to observe 
that ‘‘God’s ways are not our ways, uor his thoughts 
“our thoughts.” Insulted in the same manner, what 
man but would have felt resentment, and have re- 
turned insult for insult! In uothing, Father of Mer- 
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cies! is thy glorious superiority more conspicuous 
than in thy gentleness and patience. God is nota 
man, that he should be ruffled and discomposed, nor 
the son of man, that he should oppose vehemence to 
vehemence. The wrath of man provokes him not, the 
haste of man urges him not, the tardiness of man 
delays him not, the flattery of man sways him not. 

Balaam has the confidence to advance a plea of 
merit for the service which he had performed, in 
erecting so many altars, and in offering so many 
victims, but he has not the assurance to avow the 
motive, nor dircetly to prefer the request to which 
it plainly led. Without paying the lcast regard to 
the one or to the other, God, the great God, puts 
the word which he would have spoken into Balaam’s 
mouth, and sends him back to pronounce it aloud 
in the car of Balak and his attendants. I see with 
an honest satisfaction, the disappointed, mortified 
enchanter, returning with downcast eyes, sullen and 
slow, from the solemn meeting: his schemes of 
malignity are checked and prohibited, all his pros- 
pects of ambition and avarice for ever blasted ; be- 
hold him cursing in his heart that inflexibility of 
purpose which he durst neither attempt to alter or 
oppose. I see the expecting monarch in the midst 
of his seven altars, all eye te watch the moment of 
the prophet’s return; eagerly anticipating his mes- 
sage from his looks, and all car to hear ig delivered 
in articulate sounds. 

The emotions which filled the hearts of both are 
to be conceived not described, when the reluctant 
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tongue of Balaam thus pronounced the immutable 
decree of the Holy Oracle, while the assembled 
princes of Moab listened with sorrow and disappoint- 
ment: * Balak, the king of Moab, hath brought 
“me from Aram, out of the mountains of the 
“east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, 
“ defy Israel. How shall I curse whom God hath 
not cursed? Or how shall I defy whom the 
“ Lord hath not defied? For from the top of the 
“ rocks I see him, and froin the hills I behold him ; 
“lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be 
* reckoned among the nations. Whocan count the 
“ dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part 
© of Israel?” Chap. xxiii, 7—~10. ~- 

The first reflection that naturally presents itself, 
on hearing these words, is one that has frequently 
occurred in the course of these exercises, and which 
it is impossible to repeat too often; How wonder- 
ful, how tremendous, how irresistible is the power 
of God, which has thus all matter, all spirit at its 
disposal! which can make the dumb ass speak what 
naturally he cannot, and obliged the mad prophet 
to utter what wickedly and perversely he would not : 
and which “ out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings perfecteth praise.”"—Mark how God brings 
to nought the counsel of the heathen; how he writes 
vanity upon the counsels of princes, and “ maketh 
« diviners mad.” ‘Thus said Balak; thus did the 
king of Moab; how poor and contemptible com- 
pated to “ Thus saith the Lord'” ‘* The enemy 
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* said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the spoil: my Met shall be satisfied upon them ; 
J will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy 
“ them.—Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea 
“ covered them; they sank as lead in the mighty 
** waters. Who is like unto thee, O Lord, amongst 
© the gods! Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 
* fearful in praises, doing wonders!” Exod. xv. 
Q-—11. Mark bow the slow and reluctant prophecy 
of Balaam accords with the predictions of former 
times, and with the history of periods yet to come. 
“ Look up now,” says God to Abraham, “ toward 
“ heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to num- 
“ber them: and he said unto him, So shall thy 
“seed be.” Gen. xv. 5. And lo, the promise is 
more than fulfilled : it is infinitely exceeded by the 
accomplishment. ‘ Who can count the dust of 
Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of 
* Jsrael?” Look forward to the days of Solomon, 
when the glory of Israel was in its zenith, when the 
descendants of the men in the plains of Moab were 
tmultiplied as the sand on the sea shore ; and thence 
rise higher still, to a greater promise, to a better 
covenant, to the spiritual seed of faithful Abraham, 
increased to “ A great multitude, which no man 
“can number, of all nations and kindreds and 
people and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed with wipe robes, 
“Cand palms in their hands,” Rev, vil. 9; en- 
camped not in a fertile terrestrial plain, but expa- 
tiating through the vast regions of eternal day, and 
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possessing not a land flowing with milk and honey, 
but the pure and sublime deligh # of the paradise of 
God. How I envy Balaam the prospect which he 
had from the top of the rock; a rich champaign 
conntry, skjsted by the silver Jordan, meeting the 
distant horizon; the tents of Israel spread out like 
the trees in the forest, and covering an innumerable 
multitude ; 2 whole nation of men beloved of God, 
and destined to sonquest; the spacious tabernacle, 
the habitation of the Most High, expanded in the 
midst, and the cloud of glory, the unequivocal 
proof of the presence of the great King, resting 
upon it. How many objects to delight the eye, to 
swell the imagination, to elevate the soul! No 
wonder the tongue of envy was charmed from its 
purpose. But, alas! the heart of malice and co- 
vetousness remains unchanged: a chest full of gold 
had been to Balsam a sight more enchanting, Place 
him in heaven, like Mammon, his father, according 
to the description of our great Poet, his attention 
had been fixed but on one object. 


«Mammon, the least erected spirit that fell 

4s From heaven ; for even in heaven, his looke an@ thoughts 
‘¢ Were always downward bent, admising more 

“ The riches of heaven’s pevement, trodden gold, 

‘ Than ought divine or holy else enjoyed, 

fn vision beatific,” 


“~The beautifal view beneath, therefore, was to 
Balaam what the conjugel bliss of our first parents 
in pattidise was to Satan, according to the same 
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great Poet; who beholding their pure and imno- 
vent affection, “tarned aside for eavy,” and ex- 
claimed « 


« Sight hateful, sight tormenting! Thus these two, 
“ Imperadis’d in one another’s arms, 

“ The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 

© OF bliss on bligs, while I to hell am thrust ; 

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire, 

© Still unfulfill’d, with pain of longrag pines.’ 

It was a spirit and a situation not unlike to this, 
which suggested to the wicked prophet the words of 
the text: “ Let me die the death of the righteous, 
* and let my last end be like his!” Verse 10. Un- 
happy Balsam! he descried from the top of the 
tocks goodly tents in which he had no part nor lot ; 
he discerned the happy estate of the righteous, but 
chose to be a partaker with the ungodly? he 
admired and envied the happy end of the people 
of God, but felt is own end approaching without 
hope; he saw and epproved the beauty and loveliness 
of virtue; he persisted to the last pursuing and cleav- 
ing to the wages of unrighteousness. 

But what, I beseech you, could dictate this wish 
to Balaam? What but a strong and irresistible per- 
suasion of the immortality of the soul, and an ap- 
proaching unalterable state of rewards and punish- 
ments? What but 2 consciousness of hawing acted 
wrong, and the dreadful knowledge of his being ac- 
eounteble to a holy and righteous God? Andis'it 
really possible Sor reasonable creatures to fall into 
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wach gross absurdity and contradiction? And can 
there exist such characters in the world? Let us 
bring the case home to ourselves. It is too evident 
to need a proof, that many indulge themselves in 
very unwarrantable practices, whose religious prin- 
ciples notwithstanding are exceedingly sound and 
just. Try them on the side of soundness in senti- 
ment and opinion, and they talk and reason like 
angels from heaven: consider how they live; they 
are mere men of this world. They find a salvo for 
conscience, by making a sort of composition with 
their Maker, as some men find a salvo for their in- 
tegrity, by putting off their good-natured creditors 
with a certain proportion of their debt, when they 
are either unwilling or unable to pay the whole. 
And, with equal insolence and presumption, the 
one vainly imagines thet his Creator and Lord, the 
other that his credulous friend, may think themselves 
sufficiently satisfied with such partial payments as 
they think fit torender. Such of God's commands 
they will cheerfully obey ; but as to others, why, 
they will make all the atonement in their power— 
the proud, the ambitious, the covetous, the dissolute, 
each in a way that shall not clash with his fa- 
vourite pursuit. One will give his time, another his 
diligence, a third his money to God, just according 
as it is the article upon which he himself puts least 
value, amd the conscious deficiency he attempts 
feebly to eke out, by faint hopes and half resolves, 
that some time or nother he will exhibit a more uni- 
form and thorough obedience to the will of God.. 
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‘When the command 1s clear and express, to ques- 
tion and reason on the subject is rebellion. By this 
the allegiance of man in a state of innocence was 
assailed; and, listening to this he staggered and 
fell; “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 
“ every tree of the garden?” When temptation of 
this sort is once listened to, men will gradually 
come to doubt of every thing, and learn to ex- 
plain away every thing. Deliberation and doubt in 
the face of ** Thus saith the Lord,” are dishonesty 
and impicty: and an attempt to get rid of one un- 
easy toxt of Scripture is a direct attack on the vali- 
dity of the whole. 

When we seca man so intelligent as Balaam, 
duped by his passions into a train of folly and wick- 
eduess so gross and palpable, let us look well to our- 
selves. The absurdities into which we fall escape 
our own uotice; but 2 discerning by-stander secs 
them, smiles at them, perhaps makes his advan- 
tage of them. If we are conscious of the influence 
of any very powerful propensity or aversion, it 
is a just ground of suspicion that we may be 
tempted to act unworthily ; and it is a powerful 
admonition to watch our hearts narrowly on the 
side of that infirmity “which doth more easily 
* beset us.” 

We see in the dying struggles of Balaam’s con- 
«science, a deep, rooted concern about futurity: a con- 
gern which no one, let him say what he will, bas 
been able to overcome. His ardent wish, “ Let 
me die the death of the righteous,” is the invg- 
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luntary homage which vice pays to piety. Think 
what way, live what way men will, they have but 
one thought, one conviction, one prayer, when 
they come to die. After the pleasure or the advan- 
tage of a wicked action is over, who would not gladly 
get clear of the guilt of it? But this is the misery— 
the profit and pleasure quickly pass away, the 
guilt and pain are immiortal. Could a lazy wish or 
two supply the place of virtue, all would be well : 
the conscience would go to rest, the “ strong man 
armed would keep the house.” But the very wishes 
of indolence and impicty betray their own flimsiness; 
and Balaam feels his own prayer falling back with 
an oppressive weight on his guilty head. Let us be 
instructed to mend ita little, and to say with Paul, 
* None of us liveth to himself, and no man dicth 
“to himself. For whether we live, we live unto 
“the Lord; and whether we dic, we die unto the 
* Lord : whether we live therefore, or die, we are the 
« Lord’s.” Rom. xiv. 7, 8. ‘*’I’o me to live is Christ, 
* and to die is gain.” Lord. help us so to live, as 
to be raised above the fear of death. Let me fall 
asleep inthe bosom of my heavenly Father, and I 
shall awake in perfect peace. Happy, unspeakably 
happy are they who in reviewing life, and in the 
prospect of death, can with holy joy and confidence 
adopt these words of the apostle, and say, “ Tam 
“ now ready to be offered, and the time of my de- 
s¢ parture is at hand. I have fought the good fight, 
« T have finished my course, I have kept the faith : 
** Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
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“righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give meat that day: and not tome 
only, but unto all them also that love his appeer- 
“ing.” 2 Tim. iv. 6—8, 
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LECTURE XVII. 


REVELATION I, 14. 


But I have a few thimgs against thee, because thou hast there 
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to 
cast a stumbling-bldck before the children of Iarael, to eat 
things sacrificed unto idole, and to commit fornication, 


Tue mystery of iniquity, which the human heart 
is daily bringing to light, is as strange and incom. 
prehensible as any thing in the frame of nature, or 
in the conduct of Providence. In the first stages of 
a sinful career, a spectator could not conceive, the 
manhimself cannot believe, the desperate wickedness 
to which he may in time be brought. The latter 
end is so very unlike the beginning, that it becomes 
matter of astonishment how the saine person could 
possibly be so much changed, and by what steps the 
man was gradually transformed into the devil. 
Scripture represents to us a man shrinking with 
horror from a prophetic display of his own character, 
and from an anticipated view of his own conduct-—— 
© What, is thy servant a dog, that he should do 
“ this great thing?” 2 Kings viii. 13. He viewed 
it then, through the calm medium of reason, huma- 
nity, and conscience, and justly reprobated what 
passion and opportunity afterwards prompted him 
to act without pity or remorse. 
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The pfogress of sin is like that of certain dis- 
eases, whose first symptoms give no alarm; to 
which a ¥igorous constitution bids a bold defiance, 
and which it treats with neglect ; but which, through 
that neglect, silently fix upon some of the nobler 
parts, prey” unseen, unobserved, upon the vitals, 
and the man finds himsclf dying before he appre- 
hended any danger. It was but a slight cold, a 
tickling cough, a small difficulty of breathing ; but 
it imperceptibly becomes an intolerable oppression, 
an oniversa] weakness, an extenuating hectic, under 
which nature fails; the nails bend inwards, the 
hairs fall off, the legs swell, the eyes sink, and the 
cold hand of death stops the languid current at the 
fountain. Thus the giddy sallies of youth, the mis- 
takes of inconsideration, the errors of inexperience, 
through neglect, presumption, and indulgence, be- 
come, before men are aware, habits of vice, consti- 
tutional maladics by which manhood is dishonoured, 
old age becomes pitiable, and death is rendered 
dreadful beyond expression. These considerations 
clearly justify and enforce the advice of the apostle, 
«« Exhort one another daily while it is called to-day ; 
“ lest any of you be hardened through | the deceitful- 
“ ness of sin.” Heb. iii. 13. 

If there be a history and a character which, more 
power fully then another, press this exhortation upon 
the conscience, it is the history and character of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, “who taught Balak to 
cast astumbling-block,beforethe children of Israel, 
“ to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit 


Lect. LVIL] HISTORY OF BALAAM. 285 


« fornication.”—We have traced his progress from 
Aram to Moab, and found him pertinaciously ad- 
hering to an impious purpose, with an understand- 
ing clearly informed as to his duty, and with a con- 
science perfectly awake to his situation. It is unplea- 
sant, but God grant it may not be unprofitable, to 
attend him through the remainder of his wicked and 
abominable course. 

Balak, chagrined and disappointed to hear the 
eulogy of Israel, from those lips which he had hired 
to curse them, weakly hopes to change the counsels 
of Heaven, by changing the place of his own view: , 
and Balaam wickedly humours his fondness and 
credulity. The Moabitish prince ascribes the raptur- 
ous expressions of the prophet to the full and dis- 
tinct prospect which he had of the camp of Isracl, 
and therefore proposes to view it froma new station, 
whence its extremity only was visible, in the hope 
that a partial survey of that glory might encourage 
him to blast it with a curse. He conducts him ac- 
cordingly into the field of Zophim, to the top of 
Pisgah, and another preparatory sacrifice is offered 
up, of seven bullocks and seven rams, upon as 
many glifferent altars ; and the hardened wretch has 
the impious boldness of retiring 2 second time to 
meet God on this ungracious errand. An answer is 
now put into his mouth which levels a mortal blow 
at the hopes of his wicked employer, and the wrath 
of man serves but the more illustriously to praise 
God. Who but must shudder to hear such words 
as these falling from such a tongue? “ Rise op, 
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‘§ Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, thor son of 
“ Zippor: God is not a man that he should lie, 
“ neither the son of man, that he should repent: 
“hath he said, and shall he not do it? Oy hath he 
“ spoke, and shall he not make it good? Behold, I 
“ have received commandment to bless: and he 
“hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. He hath 
* not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen 
* perverseness in Isracl: the Lord his God is with 
“ him, and the shout of a king is among them. God 
“ brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were 
“the strength of an unicorn, Surely there is no 
“ enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any 
“ divination against Isracl: according to this time 
“ it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath . 
** God wrought! Behold, the people shall rise up 
asa great lion; and lift up himself as a young 
“ lion : he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, 
“and drink the blood of the slain.” Num. xxiii- 
18—24. ‘ Happy is the people that is in such a 
“ case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the 
Lord.” Psalm exliv. 15. 

The time would fail to go into a particular detail 
of the events which justify this noble prediction. 
But we should do it infinite injustice to restrict its 
meaning to one particular nation, to transitory pur- 
poses, or to temporal events. It is gloriously de- 
acriptive of the unchangeable faithfulness, the un- 
deviating truth, the almighty protection, the im- 
moveable love of God to his people. It speaks the 
blessedness of the man “ whose transgression is for- 


Laer, XVII.) HISTORY OF BALAAM. in 


“ given, whose sin is covered; the blessedness of 
“ the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not ini- 
“ quity, and in whose spirit there is no guile,” 
Psalm xxxii. 1, 2. It exposes the impotence of 
Satan, and of all the enemies of man’s salvation. It 
exhibits the final triumph of the church of God 
through the great Captain of their salvation, who 
unites in his person, among other wonderful ex- 
tremes, the character of “the Lamb slain, to take 
“ away the sins of the world,” and of the “ Lion of 
* the tribe of Judah,” the great lion, who lifteth up 
himeelf, “and shall not lie down, until he eat of 
* the prey, and drink the blood of the slain.” And 
it prefigures their last joyful encampment in 
the heavenly plains, where the shout of a king 
shall be for ever heard among them, aud the glory 
of the Lord shall arise upon them, to set no 
more, 

This decisive answer seems for 2 moment to have 
quashed the hopes of Balak, and he is now disposed 
to compound with the prophet for total silence. 
Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all.” 
Verse 25. But mark the obstinate perseverance of the 
carnal mind in a sinful course. After all that he had 
seen and heard, he returns a third time to the charges 
and dreams of another station, of a repeated sacti- 
fice, and an altered purpose. How mortifying is itto 
think that good men are so much sooner weary of 
well-doing, so much more easily discouraged from 
the pursuit of duty ! But though Baleam gave direc- 
tions for the building of new altars, he can no lon. 
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ger be the dupe of his own sinful wishes and magi- 
eal arts, and therefore dares not to have recourse to 
them again. Such is the awful, such the glorious 
power of God! Magicians may for a little while 
amuse themselves, and deceive others by their en- 
chantments; but Aaron's rod at length swallows up 
those of Egyptian wizards ; and Balaam is at length 
constrained to resign his fruitless arts, and to ac- 
knowledge the finger of God from the top of Peor, 
where Baal was worshipped. He again surveys the 
tents of Israel where Jehovah resided, and charmed 
by the prospect from his malevolent design, seems 
to give cordially into the views of that Spirit who 
spake by his mouth. “And when Balaam saw 
* that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he went 
“not as at other times to seck for enchantments, 
“but he set his face toward the wilderness, And 
* Balaam lift up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding 
“in his tents, according to their tribes; and the 
* Spirit of God came upon him. And he took up his 
“ parable, and said, Balaam, the son of Beor, hath 
«said, and the man whiose eyes are opened hath 
“said: He hath said, which heard the words of 
“ God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, fall- 
“ ing intoa trance, but having his eyes open: How 
“ goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy taber- 
“ nacles, O Isracl! As the valleys are they spread 
* forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees 
* of lign-alocs which the Lord hath planted, and as 
£ cedar trees beside the waters. He shall pour the 
°¢ water out of his buckets, and his sced shall be in 
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many waters, and his king shall be higher thar 
© Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. God 
© brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it 
« were the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up 
“the nations his enemies, and shall break their 
* bones and pierce them through with his arrows. 
‘ He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as @ great 
“lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed is he thet 
* blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee.” 
Chap. xxiv. 1—9. 

Our chief object at present being to illustrate the 
character of Balaam, and to improve it, we are to 
consider his prophecy chiefly in that view, abstract 
from the great and glorious truths which it contains. 
And we observe, first, That it behoved him now to 
be convinced by so many successive gnd correspond- 
ing revelations, of the steady determined purpose 
of Heaven in favour of Israel. In spite of all his 
subterfuges, after all his turnings and windings, he 
finds himeelf still brought back to the same point ; 
a language is forced upon his tongue which his heart 
rejected, a glory is spread before his eyes which ex- 
cited only envy and sorrow: and this renders his 
after conduct more unaccountable, odious, and cri- 
minal. Indeed it is 2 complicated transgression, 
containing so many circumstances of aggravation, 
that we should be tempted to doubt its existence, 
did not melancholy experience too frequently confirm 
the possibility of it. =~ 

We observe, secondly, That truth is not injured 

VOL. If. : U 


m0 HISTORY OF BALAAM’ [Leor. X¥IL 


by being conveyed through an impure channel, and 
therefore ought not to be rejected on that account. 
Indeed it rather confers a higher lustre upon it, 
just as hypocrisy pays the most honourable compli- 
ment to true religion, by assuming its sacred habit 
and form. The word of God shall not fail of its 
effect though Balaam, or though Satan should speak 
it. It may do good to others, while he who bears 
it is injured not benefited. And surely, when we 
hear such divine sentences coming from such unhal- 
lowed lips, a holy jealousy will bc kindled, a holy 
watchfulness will be inculcated on all who bring the 
messages of God to others; as the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles felt and expressed, when he says, “I 
“ keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
* Jest that by any means, when I have preached to 
“ others, I myself should be a cast-away.” 3 Cor. 
ix. 27. 

We are led, thirdly, to observe and to lament 
how rarely fine talents and ample means of doing 
good are in the possession of ay honest, benevolent, 
and sanctified heart; the elevation of genius too 
seldom aims its flight to the feet of the Father of 
Lights, “ from whom cometh down every good gift 
‘and every perfect ;” and affluence is frequently 
abused to increase that misery which it was given to 
telieve. But then surcly men are likest God, when 
enlargement of understanding and plenitude of 
power obcy the calls of goodness, and strive to dif 
fuse more widely the gifts of an indulgent Provi- 
dence; and that benevolence is the most exalted, 
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which aims at the Righest good, and seeks to pro» 
mote interests that are immortal. What then must 
be the malignity of that heart which, in Balaam, 
perverted the soundest understanding, disfigured 
and misled the finest abilities? How dark and 
dismal is that unfeeling passion, which scrupled 
not to devote a whole nation for the sake of 2 little 
silver and gold! IJow greatly do men err in the es- 
timation which they make both of their own qualities 
and those of others! Those of the head are the ob- 
jects of universal admiration, the subject of universal 
praise; those of the heart are lightly esteemed, and 
do not always escape censure. But apply the balance 
of the sanctuary, and what a reverse! A little hu- 
mility outweighs a great deal of learning; faith as 
a grain of mustard seed preponderates against a 
mountain of gold; and charity, though with the 
simplicity of a child, brings down the scale, against 
the wit of men and the eloquence of angels. By 
all means covet earnestly the best gifts, though they 
fall to the lot of but a few; but rather cultivate the 
more precious graces which God conferreth liberally 
on all thatask him. Whatever you solicit, whatever 
you receive, sce that you live the blessing which 
sweetens, ‘which sanctifies, which ennobles, which 
improves it. 

Finally, we may observe the dreadful misery of 
that man whose heart and head are at variance; 
whom inclination drags one way and conscience 
another ; who lives with a drawn sword continually 

um 
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hanging over his head by single hair; for ever 
doing what he is constrained for ever to condemn: 
and reluctantly ready to execute the judgment of 
God upon himself. What dismal and unpleasant 
progress must he make, who sees an angel in arms 
opposing him at every step, and whose way is 
hedged about on every side with thorns of his own 
planting! 

Balak can now refrain no longer, but smiting to- 
gether his hands, in a rage exclaims, “ I called thee 
“to curse mine enemies, and behold thou hast 
“ altogether blessed them these three times: there- 
“fore now flee thou to thy place. I thought to 
* promote thee unto great honour, but lo, the Lord 
“ hath kept thee back from honour.” Verses 10, 11. 
An expostulation of no pleasant complexion ensues; 
for what is the friendship of bad men, but a com- 
merce of interest, a confederacy that aims only at 
self, -and it concludes on the part of Balaam with a 
prediction clearor, fuller, and more pointed than 
ever, of Israel's glory and Moab’s downfall: “ And 
“he took up his parable and said, Baleam, the son 
“ of Beor, hath said, and the man whose eyes are 
‘open hath said: he hath said which heard the 
“ words of God and knew the knowledge of the 
* Most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, 
« falling into a trance, but having his eyes open: EF 
* shall sec him, but not now: J shall behold him, 
“bat not nigh: there shall come a Star out of 
* Jacob, and a Sceptre ‘shall rise out of Israel, and 
* shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all 
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“the children of Sheth. And Edom shall be a 
* possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his 
“ enemies, and Isracl shail do valiantly. Out of 
© Jacob shall comc he that shall have dominion, and 
« shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. And 
** when he looked on Amalek, he tock up his para- 
© ble, and said, Amalek was the first of the nations, 
“ but his latter end shal? be that he perish for ever. 
« And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his 
«© parable, and said, Strong is thy dwelling-place, 
“and thou puttest thy nest in a rock; nevertheless, 
“ the Kenite shall be wasted until Asshur shall carry 
“thee away captive. And he took up his parable, 
“and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth this!” 
Chap. xxiv. 15—23, ~~ 

The burthen of this prophecy-has evidently a two- 
fold object, thé one improving upon, rising above, 
and extending beyond the other. Its primary and 
nearer object, David, God’s anointed king, to trush 
the power of the enemy, and Moab in particular, 
and to perfect the conquest of the promised land. 
Its secondary and more remote one, though first in 
point of importance, “ Jesus, the root and offspring 
“of David.” In the one, Balak saw the death of 
all his earthly hopes, the approaching dominion of 
a hated power, established on the ruins of his own 
country. In the other, Balaam beheld the ruin of 
all his prospects beyond the grave; a light that, 
should shine but to conduct him to the place of 
punishment; @ star that should arise to shed the 
mildest influence on others, but only to breathe pes- 
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tilence and death upon himself; a Ruler who should 
exercise universal dominion, but who, while he pre~ 
sided over his willing and obedient subjects in mercy 
and loving-kindness, should rule rebels like him 
with a rod of iron. Indeed if Balaam had any 
presentiment of a Saviour when he uttered this pro- 
phecy, as is highly probable, his character is the 
most detestable, and his condition the most deplo- 
rable that can be imagined. Unhappy man, with 
one breath preaching the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to a guilty world, and with the next, teach- 
ing the arts of seduction to ensnare the innocent! 
In words exulting in the greatest blessing which 
God had to bestow upon mankind, but dreadfully 
conscious to himself, that he had wilfully rejected 
the counsel of God against himsclf! With all the 
weight and importance of the soul and of eternity 
before his eyes, but this world steadfastly enthroned 
in his heart; a prophet, yet areprobate, descending 
to the grave with the blood of thousands upon his 
head. 

The twenty-fifth chapter of Numbers contains 
the history of the stumbling-block which “Balsam 
* taught Balak to cast before the children of Israel 
«to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to com- 
§ mit fornication,” Rev. ii. 14; and of its dreadful 
success, As a prophet he could not hurt Israel ; 
bét as a politician he unhappily prevails. He was 
“well aware where their strength lay ; and unfortu- 
nately, it appears he had likewise discovered their 
weak side. Their God could not be prevailed on ta 
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withdraw his protection; but may not they be per- 
suaded, or allured, to change their allegiance? This 
will do the work of Satan equally well. Israel was 
now at ease, with the promised land under their 
eye, and part of it already in their possession. 
They were flushed with recent victory, assured of 
divine protection, and thereby confident of farther 
success. A situation full of danger; for then, 
when our mountain sccms to us to stand most 
strong, we are most easily liable to be moved, cast 
down, destroyed. Balaam accordingly, deep read 
as he was in the book of human nature, suggests to 
Balak the diabolical counsel of attempting to decoy 
the people into idolatry by means of female insinua- 
tion and address, The experiment is made, and it 
fatally succeeds. And it is this counsel which stamps 
the character of Balaam with infamy indelible; as 
it exhibits a dissolution of moral principle, to be 
equalled only by him who is a murderer from the 
beginning. =). 

Think what it is to advise a father to expose his 
daughter to prostitution; think what it is to devise 
and encompass the death of one fellow-creature, 
who has never offended us: think of the malice 
which aims its deadly shaft, not at the body but at 
the soul: think of the presumption which flies di- 
rectly in the face of the great aud terrible Jehovah, 
and which defies his power: and then think of a 
vile wretch recommending the prostitution of a 
whole nation : in cold blood plotting the destruction 
of myriads; and what is worse, infinitely worse 
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than any temporal evil, remorselessly involving them 
in guilt which threatened eternal ruin: and all this 
under the character of a prophet, whose office bound 
him to call the people away from their wickedness, 
and to save perishing souls from death; and all for 
what? ‘“ For so much trash as may be grasped 
“thus.” Base passion, what canst thou not make 
us do? “Surely the heart is deceitful above alt 
* things, and desperately wicked; who can know 
sit?” 

The history of Israel's seduction, in consequence 
of Balaam’s horrid advice, falls not within our pre- 
sent design, and we are forbid by decency to pursue 
it, The guilt of this fatal defection cost no less 
than twenty-four thousand lives of them who died 
of the plague, besides those wio suffered by the 
hands of justice. So horrid are the sacrifices which 
pride, ambition, and covetousuess are daily offering 
up! So dreadful is the havoc which ungoverned 
passion makes amongst the works of God!—But, 
short is the triumph of the most successful villeny : 
remorse eimbitters the enjoyment of it, and justice 
hastens to bring it to a period. 

In the very first attack which was made upon 
Midian, we find Balaam in arms, supporting his 
pernicious counsel by the sword; but it cannot 
prosy.:: Midian is discomfited on the first onset, 
and the hoary traitor falls unpitied in the field, leav- 
ing bchind him a name to be detested and despised 
of all generations, while ane iota or one tittle of this 
book of God remains, 
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We shall have attended, however, to the history 
of this singular man in vain, unless we learn from 
it the infinite danger of being under the dominion 
of any one ungovernable passion; and unless we 
are persuaded to watch over, to resist, and to sub- 
due, “ the sin which doth so easily beset us.” Of 
little avail is it that our vice is not the vice which 
governed, ensnared, and ruined Balaam, if it 
alienate the heart from God, if it dissolve the ob- 
ligations of religion, disorder the understanding, 
and lull the conscience asleep. One disease for 
another, one vice for another, is but a miserable ex- 
change. If the patient must dic, it will not allevi- 
ate one pang, that he perishes by the fever rather 
than the hydropsy, the consumption, or any other 
distemper, 

The unrestrained dominion of any one sinful ap- 
petite must become fatal at length. Covetousness, 
pride, lust, envy, malice, revenge, are the mortal 
distempers of the soul, which, perhaps insensibly, 
but most certainly, are impairing its beauty and 
wasting ite strength. ‘“ Lust,” whatever be its par- 
ticular name, “ having conceived, bringeth forth 
*sin; and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
§* death.” Inetead therefore of amusing or perplex. 
ing himself with inquiries into the general symptoms 
of disease, it concerns every man to study his own 
particular case ; to watch against “the sin which 
§ doth so easily beset him;” to keep himself from 
his iniquity ; to discover, and to rectify the disor- 
der of his own constitution, “ the plague of his own 
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“ heart;” that where he is naturally, or by habit, 
weak, he may become strong “ through the grace 
* that is in Christ.” 

Let us be instructed to value qualities, whether 
natural or acquired, not from their currency and 
estimation in the world, but from their appearance 
in the sight of God. “ As the heavens are higher 
“ than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
‘ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
Isaiah lv. 9. “ By him actions are weighed.” By 
his judgment we must stand or fall. Has Heaven 
blessed thee, O man, with extraordinary gifts? Let 
it be a motive to humility, not a source of pride, 
It is a trust of which thou must render an account; 
and “to whom men have committed much, of him 
« will they require the more.” If he who buries 
his one talent in the ground be criminal, what shall 
become of that man who dissipates and destroys ten 
in riotous living ? 

There is but one road to a happy end—a holy 
life. There is but one ground of hope, in death, 
to a guilty creature—the mercy of God through a 
Redeemer. Abraham saw the Saviour’s day afar 
off, he believed and rejoiced. Balaam saw it afar 
off, persisted in impenitence and unbelief, and died 
without hope. On the one, “ the Star of Jacob” 
darted a mild and healthful influence, which cheered 
the path of lite, and dispelled the horrors of the 
grave. On the other it shot a baleful fire, which 
drunk up the spirits, blasted present enjoyment, and 
increased the gloom of futurity-——Arise, O Star 
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of Jacob, arise upon my bead with healing in thy 
wings! Let me walk in thy light; let me “hasten 
* to the brightness of thy rising !”-———Christian, 
arise, shine: for thy light is come, and the glory 
* of the Lord is risen upon thee.” “ Beloved, now 
“ are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
* pear what we shall be: but we know that, when 
* he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
© see him as he is:” 1 John iii. 2.‘ For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
* When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
* shall ye also appear with him in glory.” Col, iii, 
yA. . 
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LECTURE XVIII. 


REVELATION XX. l1—18. 


And I saw @ great white throne, and [fim that sat on it, from 
whose face the carth and the heaven fied away, and there 
was found no place for them. And I saw the dead small and 
great stand before God, and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead werc judged out of those things which were written in 
the books according tw their works. And the rea gave up 
the dead which were in it: and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were én them: and they weré judged every 
man according to their works, 


Tris a solewn thing for a man to be judged of his 
own conscicnce. Ilow sweet is the approving tes- 
timony of that bosom monitor and witness! But 
more bitter than death are its upbraiding and re- 
proaches. To stand at 2 human tribunal, with life 
or reputation, death or infamy depending on the 
issue, can never appear a light matter to one who 
understands and feels the value of either. Even 
conscious innocence and integrity, accompanied with 
good hope toward God, court not the eye of public 
inquiry, but prefer the secret, silent feast of inward 
peace, and of divine applause, to the public banquet 
of innocency proved, and proclaimed by sound of 
trumpet. Serious it is to reflect that your name, 
your words, your conduct may become matter of 
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record, and that ages to come may mention them 
with approbation and esteem, or with indignation 
and contempt, But every feeling of this sort is lost 
in the certain and more awful prospect of judgment 
to come. It is a light thing to be judged of man, 
who can only kill the body and blight the reputa- 
tion, and beyond that hath nothing more that he 
can do; but how formidable is the judgment of 
Him who knows*the heart, who records in “ the 
“book of his remembrance” the actions of the 
life, the words that fall from the tongue, the 
thoughts which arise in the heart: who will bring 
every secret thing to light, and “render to every 
** man accgrding to his works ;” and who, “ after 
* he has killed, has power to destroy body and soul 
*¢ in hell.” é 

Aided by the light which Sacred History sheds 
on ages and generations past, we have ventured 
into the solemn mansions of the dead, and con- 
versed with those silent instructors who know not 
either to flatter or to fear; and whom the Spirit 
of God has condescended to delineate in their true 
colours and just proportions, that they may serve 
to us “for doctrine, and for reproof, and for cor- 
“rection, and for instruction in righteousness.” 
‘We have plunged into ages beyond the flood, and 
contemplated human nature in its original glory ; 
“man,” as God made him, “ perfect ;” and man, 
as he made himself, lost in the multitude of his own 
inventions. 

We contemplate the “ first man, by whom came 
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 death,—the figure of him who should come, by 
“* whom is the resurrection of the dead: Adam, in 
“ whom ali die: Christ, in whom all shall be made 
* alive.” 

We have attended “ righteous Abel” to the 
altar of God, and beheld the smoke of his “ more 
excellent sacrifice” ascending with acceptance 
to Heaven: and “ by which he, being dead, yet 
* speaketh.” 

We have secn the hands of “ wicked Cain” 
besmeared with a brother's blood; and the earth 
refusing to cover that blood, but calling to Hea- 
ven for vengeance on the murderer; and we 
have scen the guilty wretch rendered a terror to 
himself. 

We have seen all these, one after another, drop- 
ping into the grave; and in that have beheld the 
triumph of sin and death. But in Enoch we be- 
hold the triamph of faith and holiness, the triumph 
of almighty grace over sin and death, and over 
him who has the power of death. Our eyes follow 
“the holy man who walked with God,” not to the 
* dreary house appoiuted for all living,” but through 
the higher regions of the air, toward the blessed 
abodes of immortality, till a cloud receives him out 
of our sight. 

We sought shelter with Noah and his little saved 
remnant, from that deluge which destroyed a world 
pf ungodly men, in the ark which God commanded ; 
which that “ preacher of rightcousness prepared for 
“the saving of his house;” and which Providence 
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conducted and preserved amidst the wild uproar of 
contending elements—and with him have perceived 
the wrathful storm spending its fury, and the dawn- 
ing light of a day of mercy returning. 

We have seen the renewed, restored world, again 
overspread with violence, ignorance, impiety, and 
idolatry: and discerned the hope of the human race 
ready to be extinguished in the person of a wander- 
ing, aged, childish man; in order that in the decay 
of exhausted, expiring nature, the world might be 
made to see and to acknowledge the vigour, the 
infallibility, the unchangeableness of God's cove- 
nant of promise. We removed with that illustri- 
ous exile from place to place, and with joy beheld 
his faith crowned at length with the promised seed, 
in whom “all the familics of the earth should be 
« blessed.” y 

From that “tender plant,” that “root out of a 
“ dry ground,” we saw a succession of fair and fruit- 
ful branches arise, while we studied the noiseless, 
sequestered, contemplative life of Isaac, and the 
active, variegated, checquered life of Jacob his 
younger son. 

Iu the affliction of Joseph we felt oursclycs af- 
flicted; in his exaltation we rejoiced, and by his 
virtues and piety, in every varicty of human con- 
dition, we received at once instruction and reproof. 

The sweet historian who had disclosed all those 
wonders of antiquity to our view, wlio opened to us 
all those stores of knowledge, all those sources of 
delight, comes forward himself at last upon the 
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scene, and continues to minister our pleasure and 
improvement, by a faithful and affecting detail of 
his own eventful story, and by a candid display of 
his own sentiments, character, and conduct. "What 
heart is so hard as not to melt at sight of yonder 
weeping babe, a deserted, exposed, perishing He- 
brew child, floating down the stream! What heart 
does not glow to see him the pride and ornament of 
Pharaoh's imperial court, and instructed in all the 
Yearning of the Egyptians! What bosom catches not 
the hallowed ardour of patriotic fire from the intrepid 
avenger of his country’s wrongs! In whatever situa- 
tion or character we view him, whithersoever we 
follow his steps, we feel ourselves attracted, de+ 
lighted, instructed. 

He furnishes us with the history of his brother 
Aaron and of his family, and of the establishment 
of the Levitical priesthood, a type of the everlasting 
and unchangeable priesthood of the Redeemer. We 
attended the venerable pair of brothers to the top of 
the mountain, and beheld Aaron stripped of his pon- 
tifical robes, resigning his charge, closing his eyes 
in death ; and we heard Moses himself warned to 
prepare for his departure. - 

Not only by a display of worth and excellence, 
but by a delineation of vice, by the exhibition of 
a “heart deceitful above all things, and desperately 
* wicked,” has he conveyed to us the means of in- 
straction and improvement: in presenting us with 
the portrait of Balaam, who “loved the wages of 
“ unrighteousness.” In the character of that bad 
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than, we behold the humiliating unich of great ta- 
fents and 3 corrupted heart; prophetic gifts and 
moral depravity; knowledge of the truth and 
wilful, adherence to error; admiration of virtue 
and fixed habits of vice; an earnest wish to 
“die the death of the righteous,” and a delibe- 
rate determination to live the life of the wicked ; 
and all this mystery of iniquity cxplained in one 
short sentence—Itis heart went out after its covet- 
ousness. 
~ All these have passed in a review before us; and 
their existence, in succession to one another, occu- 
pies a space of two thousand five hundred years, 
But the text collects them, and us, and all succeed- 
ing generations of men, into one great co-existent 
assembly, to undergo a judgment infinitely more 
solemn than ever was pronounced from human tri- 
bunal; a judgment infallible, final, irreversible; 
which shalt bring to trial, and condemn, all hasty, 
rash, erroneous judgments of men; shall clear in- 
jared innocence, bring to light and reward hiddert 
worth, abase insolence and pride, detect and expose 
hypocrisy, Let the prospect of it direct all our 
inqdiries, animate all our exertions, dictate all our 
decisions ou the character and conduct of other 
men; and let it influence, form, and govern our 
own, Thus the review of preceding personages and 
events, and the prospect of those to come, shall be 
animated, improved, sanctified ; thus shall we feel 
our interest in, and counexion with, the church of 
VOL. 1. x 
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God universal, of every age, and converse with 
Moses and the prophets as our contemporaries, 
countrymen, and friends, whom we shall shortly 
join, and be united to them in bonds of pure and 
everlasting love-—Recollecting times past, anticipa- 
ting ages to come, let us draw near and consider 
this great sight, and may God grant us to feel and 
improve its influence. _— 

The imagery of the scene is sublime and striking. 
« I saw a great white throne.” “A throne,"—royal 
state, established empire, acknowledged sway, the 
right and power of judgment united, universal, 
everlasting, uncontrolable dominion.—A “great” 
throne. The seat of kings is raised a little above 
the people; that of Solomon had six steps; ivory 
and gold lent their combined aid to enrich and to 
adorn it. But what is the glory of Solomon? His 
throne, once the seat of wisdom, to whose oracular 
voice foreign potentates and their nations listened 
with admiration and respect, was at length dis- 
honoured, degraded, defiled by the impurities of ido- 
latry, and by the imprudence and apostacy of him 
who sat upon it; and thus deprived of one of its 
firmest supporters, it shook under him, and he at 
length dropped from it, 2 monument of the no- 
thingness and vanity of human grandeur, wealth, 
and wisdom. Ten of its twelve props slipped from 
beneath it, through the imprudence of his son; 
and after a few convulsive struggles, it sunk at 
length into the dust, » poor, precarious, ‘subordinate 
throne, subject to the lordly stete of an Assyrian 
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prince. What is the glory of angels who excel in 
strength? Delegated power, derived splendour, im- 
parted wisdom, dignity under authority. But be- 
hold on yonder radiant throne, One “ made so much 
* better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
“ obtained a more excellent name than they.” “ He 
“ maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame 
“ of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 
 O God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of right- 
“ eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.”—“ Sit on 
“my right hand untit I make thine enemies thy 
footstool.” Behold “the Lord sitting upon a 
“throne, high and lifted up,” surrounded with the 
seraphim , erying continually unto one another, and. 
saying, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts, 
“ the whole earth is full of his goodness.” 

“—~A great white throne,” the emblem of purity, 
truth, and righteousness; itself unsullied, and pu- 
rifying all that approaches it. “ Righteousness and 
« judgment are the habitation of his throne: mercy 
“and truth go before his face.”——‘ Shall not the 
« judge of the whole earth do right?” With the 
purest intention, with the highert degree of human. 
sngacity, with the most extensive knowledge of the 
law, and the most determined resolution faithfally 
to apply it, earthly tribunals are not secure from 
error; craft may over-reach wisdom ; hypocrisy may 
dieguise the truth or cover falschood; the stream of 
justice may be diverted or forced out of its channel, 


and the pellucid tide may undergo a temporary pol- 
x2 
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Intion. The princes of this world must see with 
the eyes and hear with the ears of other men: the 
worthy and the wise may of course be kept at a dis- 
tance, while demerit, wickedness, and folly bask in 
the sunshine of royal fayour. But yonder radiant 
throne applies an infallible test to all that approaches 
it: hypocrisy drops the mask, the windings of de- 
eeit and cunning stand exposed, the brazen, impo- 
sing forehead of impudence is covered with a blush, 
and the stony, unfeeling, unrelenting heart is 
dissolved into water—modest worth rears its droop- 
ing head, conscious integrity expands its glowing 
bosom, and purity seeks the source from which it 
sprang. 

Observe the difference; mark the changes which 
the judged undergo, as they draw nigh; see the 
hardened sinner, cased in sevenfold adamant, ad- 
vancing with intrepid step, striving to make assur- 
ance pass for innocence. But lo the rays of that 
white throne have fallen upon him; the spots begin 
to appear, they grow blacker and blacker, "he gra- 
dually becomes abominable and more abominable ; 
odious to the beholder, a terror to himself, he 
shrinks from inquiry, darkness is diffused around 
from the brightness of that light; he calls upon the 
mountains to fall upon him, and upon the hills to 
cover him, 

Not so is the humble follower of the Lamb. His 
countenance becomes more and more serene, his 
confidence increases, every blemish disappears; “ the 
& glory ofthe Lord is arisen upon him,” his lustre 
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brightens as he proceeds, at length he is united to, — 
he is lost in, the fountain of joy. 

+— FT saw him that sat on it”. “ No man hath 
« geen God at any time.” Remove that cloud, that 
vapour, and I am unable steadfastly to behold the 
face of the sun; how much more, the face of Him 
who arrays the sun in all his effulgence ! If he raise 
his voice a little louder in the whirlwind, or in the 
thunder, I am overwhelmed and lost. 

Ah! it is couscious guilt that appals me, that 
clothes the face of God with terror, that roars in 
the tempest, that raises the voice of the mighty 
thunder: but, “reconciled unto God,” “ justified 
“by faith,” I “ have peace with God,” I see as I 
am seen, I know as I am known; “ beholding with 
* open face as in a glass the glory of the Lord,” lo, 
the believer is gradually “changed into the same 
‘image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
® of the Lord.” “The only begotten who is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” — 

Did the pomp and wisdom of an earthly potene 
tate dazzle and delight the eyes of a sovereign like 
himeelf, and constrain one inured to scenes of mag- 
nificefice to ery out, “ It was a true report that I 
“ heard in mine own lend: howbeit, I believed not 
« the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen 
it; and behold the half was not told me!” What 
then will it be to see, with the beloved disciple, 
“a great white throne, and him who sits upon it,” 
with the myriads of the heavenly host Hiyading before 
it, rejoicing without trembling? 
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Grant me, gracious God, now to see thee in these 
thy lower works, in the wonders of thy providence, 
in the exceeding riches of thy grace, in the face of 
thy Son Christ Jesus, and thereby prepare me for 
sceing thee as thou art, and for being made like 
unto thee! Place me with thy servant Moses upon 
arock, put me in acleft of the rock, cover me with 
thy hand while thou passest by, remove thy hand, 
that I may trace thy presence in the blessings thou 
hast left behind thee, that I may be strengthened to 
meet the direct rays of thy countenance, when thou 
comest to “ be glorified in thy saints, and admired 
* in all them that believe.” 

— From whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away, and there was found no place for them.” 
* All these things shall be dissolved. The heavens 
« shall pass away with great noise, and the elements 
“ shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and 
“ the works that are therein, shall be burnt up.” 
“ They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, 
“all of them shall wax old like a garment; asa 
“ vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be 
* changed. But thou art the same.” God “ spake, 
“and it was done, he gave commandment, and it 
“ stood fast."—-At his word “ earth and heaven rose 
out of chaos,” and Jo, he Jeoks them into nothing 
again; they shrink from his presence, they vanish 
at his nod, they cannot abide the brightness of hig 
coming. They have fulfilled their day, they haye 
accomplished the purpose of him who made them, 
they have contributed their aid toward the rearing 
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of a more glorious fabric, and having become un- 
necessary, that moment disappear. 

The local and transient effects of an earthquake, 
of a hurricane, of an inundation, are striking, im- 
pressive, and permanent: proud cities levelled to the 
earth, or swallowed up of it! fertile plains over- 
whelmed with a briny er a fiery tide! the glory of 
man sought, but not to be found !~But what is this 
to the dissolution of a globe? Surely the balance 
must be destroyed, a blank in nature must take 
place, and wild uproar ensue. No, the vision re- 
presents a whole system passing away ; that sun and 
all the surrounding plancts, and innumerable other 
“ planets circling other suns,” lost, yet not missed ; 
fled “as the bascless fabric of a vision,” and not a 
wreck left behind; and yet no schism, no deficiency 
in the body; for the promise of the Eternal imme- 
diately repairs the loss ; he makes “all things new;” 
“new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
“ righteousness,” 

With the heavens and the earth, the little, fading 
interests and distinctions of the world vanish also. 
Before his face all is reduced to one level, all is 
composed and tranquillized; every one reads his 
doom in the face of the Sovereign Judge. The 
heavens and earth have fled away, but the rational 
beings which peopled them remain; they are of a 
more enduring substance, they partake of the nature 
of God himself, they are immortal, eternal, like him. 
«J saw,” says John, “the dead small and great 
"stand before God.” 
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When time was, these were distinctive characters? 
there waz the infant of days and the hoary head, the 
inhabitant of the palece and of the cottage, the 
learned and the illiterate, the slave and his master. 
But these marks of difference are for ever abo- 
lished. Indeed they were long before abolished. 
Before that great and notable day of the Lord came, 
before the judgment was set, or the books were 
opened, disease and death and the grave had level- 
Jed all the distinctions of this world; had reduced 
the sceptred monarch to the condition of the peasant, 
annulled the difference between the slave and his 
master. The decisive hour is now come, which is 
for ever to determine who is henceforth to he account~ 
ed small, and who great ; the solemn hour that shall 
bring to light hidden worth, and thrust presumptu- 
ous pride into utter darkness; that shall exalt the 
good to the throne of God, and plunge the wicked 
into the depths of hell. 

The dead small and great.—Even the awful dis- 
tinction between the dead and the living shaljl then 
be done away. They were dead, but are alive 
again; “ for all live to him.” Behold the moulder- 
ing earth, before it be for ever dissolved, restoring to 
existence every particle of itself which once entered 
into the composition of a human being, which was 
once animated with the breath of life. Behold the 
spacious sea, before it be for ever dried up, surren- 
dering its hidden treasure, not the silver, and gold, 
and jewels which its vast womb contains, but the 
innumerable myriads of men and women, whom it 
had been insatiately devouring during so many ages, 
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and whom it can no longer cover or conceal, The 
sound of the last trampet has dispelled their long 
slumber. See, they emerge from their watery bed, 
they spring up into newness of life, their eyes again 
behold the light of an eternal day, they swim 
through regions of transparent air, they can die no 
more, they hasten to appear before their Judge. 
Behold the grim king of terrors, faithful to his trust, 
giving in the exact register of his wide domain, re- 
signing his awful empire, restoring his captives to 
life, and liberty, and their rightful Lord: not one 
is lost, not one detained : and the great destroyer is 
at length himself destroyed. 

And for what purpose this mighty preparation, 
this second birth of nature, this new creation of 
God? Behold an assembled world, from the father 
of the human race down to the youngest of his sons, 
stand before God. They stand as subjects in the 
presence of their Sovereign, as expectants before 
the Eternal Arbiter of their destiny. In his eycs, 
in their own consciences they read their doom ; they 
stand to hear the irreversible decree; their posture 
speaks acknowledgment of the right of judging, of 
submission to authority. of acquiescence in the wis- 
dom and justice of the Judge. But thaterect attitude » 
must quickly change into the prostration of dutiful 
and grateful children, or of foes subdued, of wretches 
condemned ; for lo, the books are opened, and judg- 
ment begins. It is spoken after the manner of men, 
Earthly judges refer to statutes. a» the rule of their de- 
cisions, menare tried by the lawaof their country, and 
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becsuse human faculties are limited and imperfect, the 
memory unretentive, the understanding liableto error, 
the heart warped by partial affections, facts must be 
preserved in written documents; to prevent altera- 
tion or mistake, the law must be expressed in clear 
and distinct terms, and the cause, not the person.of 
the party, must be held up as the object of judg- 
ment. But what need of books or of records to 
assist the memory of Him who is omniscience, to 
whom are known all his own works, and all the 
ways of men from the foundation of the world; 
whose will is the law; and who knows no distinc. 
tion but that between truth and falsehood, right and 
wrong? What need of external evidence, of the 
testimony of others, when every mon carries the 
evidence in his own bosom, and is acquitted or con- 
demned of his own conscience? What, O man, 
are the contents of those awful booke? The words 
thou art now speaking, the pursuits in which thou 
art now engaged, the spirit by which thou art now 
actuated. Thou art every day filling up the record, 
with thy hand enrolling thine own honour or shame 
and the unfolding of that day shall reveal that only 
which thou thyself bast written. On thyself it 
rests, whether the last solemn discovery is to cover 
thee with everlasting contempt, or to crown thee 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory ; whether the 
opening of the book of life is to display thy name 
in golden characters to angels and men, or the re- 
gister of condemnation consign thee to everlasting 
punishmeat, The book that shall be opened is 
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none other than the book of Scripture, the infalli- 
ble rule of faith and manners, and according as thou 
art conformed unto, fallest short of, or exceedest 
that standard, so shall thy doom be. 

They were judged every man according to their 
works. In this mixed and imperfect state, it fre- 
quently happens that the guilty escape and the inno- 
ceat suffer, ‘ ‘The fathers eat sour grapes, and the 
“ children’s teeth sre set on edge.” Princes play the 
madman, and quarrel, and fight, and myriads of 
unoffending wretches pay the forfeit of that folly. 
But before yonder tribunal every one appears to an- 
swer for himself: every one comes to reap the fruit 
of his own doings. “ Enter not into judgment 
“with thy servant, O God, for in thy sight shall 
“no flesh livmg be justified." If thou, Lord, 
“ shouldest inark iniquitie, O Lord, who should 
* stand?” “ Have merey upon me, O God, accord- 
“ ing to thy loving-kindness, according to the mul- 
“ titude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgres- 
“ gions.” Behold, O God, our shield, and look 
“* upon the face of thine anointed.” 

In meditating on this subject, Ict us learn to 
forbear from exercising this dread prerogative of the 
Eternal; Jet us refrain from judging. God has 
challenged this right with emphatic solemnity es 
his own: “ Vengeance is mine, J will repay, saith 
the Lord,”— All judgment is committed unto 
“the Son.” Therefore thou art inexcusable, 
“© man, whosoever thou art, that judgest: for 
“ wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest 
" thyself; for thou that judgest doeth the same 


ae HE SMALL AND GREAT (Leer. XVI. 


“things, But we are sure that the judgment of God 
“ is according to truth, against them which commit 
* such things. And thinkest thon this,' O man, 
“that judgest them which do such things, and 
« doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judg. 
“ ment of God? Or despisest thou the riches of his 
“ goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, 
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee 
* to repentance ? But after thy hardness and impe- 
nitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
“against the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
* righteous judgment of God, who will render to 
“ every man according to his deeds: to them who 
“* by patient continuance in well-doing scck for 
“ glory and honour and immortality, eternal life ; 
“ but unto them that are contentious, and do not 
“ obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indig- 
“ nation and wrath: tribulation and anguish upon 
“ every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 
* ond also of the Gentile. But glory, honour, and 
“ peace to every man that worketh good, to the Jew 
“ first, and also to the Gentile. For there is no respect 
* of persons with God.” Rom. ii. 1-11. 

But while by every serious consideration thou art 
restrained, ignorant fallible creature, from judging 
another, by every seriousconsideration thouartencou- 
raged and _constrained to examine and to judge thy- 
self. It may be the means of preventing, of averting 
the righteous judgment of God. It will lead thee to 
the discovery of thy own weakness, and thereby be- 
come a source of wisdom and strength. It will unfold 
the deceitfulness of sin, and the treachery of thine 
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own heart, and lead thee in trembling hope to the 
blood of sprinkling which taketh away the sin of the 
world. Jt will render thee compassionate and 
gentle to the infirmities of others, because that thou 
aleo hast sinned. It will produce “ godly sorrow, 
which worketh repentance unto salvation, not to 
be repented of.” It will render the promises of 
s* mercy to pardon, and of grace to help in every 
time of need,” precious to thy soul. It will help 
to regulate thy path through life, and to diminish 
the terrors of death. 

Finally, habitual and rooted impressions of a 
judgment to come will serve as 2 support under the 
rash consures and unjust decisions of men. From 
the strife of tongues, from the hatred of a merciless 
world you can retire to the silent feast of a con- 
science void of offence ; and with confidence appeal 
from the angry tribunal of a creature like thysclf, to 
Him who knoweth thy heart, who seeth in secret, 
and who will reward thee openly. Blessed are ye 
“when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
‘and shall say all manner of evil sgainst you false- 
* ly for my sake. Rejoice, and be excdeding glad ; 
“for-great is your reward in Heaven.”—** Who 
“ shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 
“ It is God that justifieth ; whois he that condemn- 
“ eth?"—Behold that great multitude which no 
“man can number of all nations, and kindreds, 
“and people, and tongues, standing before the 
“ throne and befure the Lamb, clothed with white 
“ cubes, and palms in their hands; and crying with 
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a loud voice, saying, Salvation unto our God, 
“which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
« Lamb.” What are these which are arrayed in 
* white robes? and whence came they ?——These 
arc they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in 
“the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they be- 
“fore the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the 
“ throne shall dwell among them. They shall 
“ hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For 
the Lamb which 15 in the midst of the throne 
“shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
* fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all 
“ tears from their eyes.” Rev, vii. 927. 
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And they journeyed from mount Hor, by,the way of the Red Sea, 
to compass the landof Edom: and the soul of the people 
was much discouraged because of the way. And the peo- 
ple spake against God, and against Moses: Wherefore have 
ye brought us up out of Egypt, to die in the wilderness ? 
for there is no bread, neither is there any water, and our 
soul Ioatheth this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people : and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the Lord, and againstthee; pray unto the Lord, 
that he take away the serpents fromus, And Moses prayed 
for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee 
a fiery serpent, and set it upon apole: and it shall come 
to pase, that every one that is bitten, when he Jooketh upon 
it, shalllive, And Moses made a serpent of brass, and pit 
it upon a pole: and it came to pass, that if a serpent bad 
bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, ho 
lived, 

THe restlessness, peevishness, and discontent 

which men are continually expressing, prove at once 

the degeneracy and corruption of human nature, and 
furnish a strong presumption of the immortality of 
the soul, To behold one generation after another 
of moping, qelancholy, sullen, surly beings, in 
the midst of an overflowing profusion of blessings, 
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charging God foolishly, tormenting themselves un- 
necessarily, and disturbing others maliciously, clear- 
ly demonstrates that man is alienated from his 
Maker, is at variance with himself, and unkindly 
disposed towards his brother: in other words, that 
he is a fallen, corrupted creature. To behold men, 
whatever they have attained, whatever they possess, 
forgetting the things which are behind, and eagerly 
reaching forward to those which are before, the eye 
never satisfied with sceing, nor the ear with hearing, 
is a presumption at least, if not a proof, that we are 
designed of our Creator for something which this 
world has not to bestow; that some principle in 
our nature is superior to the gross and grovelling 
pursuits in which we are now warmly engaged, but 
in which we find, and we take no rest: and thus 
the very misery which we feel is a presentiment of 
the felicity which we were created to enjoy. But, 
alas, our dissatisfaction with sublunary good things, 
, “the things which are seen and temporal,” is not 
the result of experience, nor the resignation of a 
mind humbled to the will of God. No, it is the 
miserable effect and expression of insatiable desire, 
of unmortified pride, of disappointed ambition. If 
we artive at our object with ease, its value is di- 
minished by the facility of acquisition ; if obstacles 
lie in the way, and possession be removed by distance 
of time and space, weare quickly diseoaraged, and 
We tmidly give up the purmit. When empty, 
Yhere is no end of our complaints; when full, we 
todtt and reject the best things: if we mcoeed; out 
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prosperity destroys us with folly, insolence, and 
self-indulgence; if we fail, we are undone through 
shame, chagrin, and resentment; if we shun the 
rock of “vanity” on the one side, we are sucked 
into the whirlpool of “ vexation of spirit” upon the 
other, 

The history of Israel is, in truth, the history of 
human nature. Did they discover a stubbornness 
which no calamity vould tame and no kindness 
could mollify : a levity which no steadiness of dis+ 
cipline could fix, 2 perfidiousness which no plea can 
excuse, an ingratitude which no partiality can ex- 
tenuate, a stupidity which no intelligence can 
account for, a timidity and a rashness which no 
reason can explain? Alas, we need not travel to 
the deserts of Arabia, nor look back .to the days of 
the golden calf, nor of the waters of Meribab, for 
the persons who discovered such a spirit. We have 
but to look into our own hearts, we have but to re- 
view our own lives, in order to be satisfied, that 
such a spirit has existed, that it is shamefully odi- 
ous in itself, highly offensive in the sight of God, 
and that we have good reason to abhor ourselves 
“and repent in dust and ashes.” 

We have pursued the history of Aaron and of 
Balaam, if a continued series, that we might pro- 
secute the remainder of the history of Moses with- 
out any farther interruption; we therefore omitted 
in its proper place that portion of it which is partly 
recorded in the versea which [ have read ; but it is 
of infinitely too great ori tp be passed over 

YOu, 1H. 
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wholly in silence, and therefore we look back, and 
bring it into view, as an useful subject of meditation 
this evening. 

Moses had lately descended from Mount Hor, 
whither he had been summoned to perform the last 
offices of humanity to Aaron his brother: with 
miacd emotions, no doubt, which alternately mark- 
ed the man and tle believer, we behold him mourn- 
ing and mortified, yct patient, composed, and resign- 
ed to the will of Heaven. In executing sentence of 
death upon his brother, he heard the voice of God 
again pronouncing his own doom: a doom in which 
with the ordinary feelings of humanity, he acquies- 
ecs with reluctance, but must however acquiesce. 
But though death was before his eyes, and could 
be at no great distance, it abates nothing of his ar- 
dour for the glory of God, and for the good of Israel ; 
it breaks in upon no duty of his station, it disturbs 
not the benevolence, gentleness, and serenity of his 
temper: he lives, acts, instructs to the very last; 
and exhibits an instructive example of that happy 
firnvness and equanimity of soul, removed alike 
from stoical indifference and contempt of death, and 
from fond, jnfirm, unreasonable attachment to life, 
We find him accordingly ia his 120th year, and the 
last of his life, not only engaged in employments 
suitable to age, those of deliberating, advising, and 
instructing ; but exerting all the activity and vigour 
of youth, in Planping and executing sundry gilitary 
enterprises, 

We should be surprised, did we not know the 


Leer, XIX.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 334 


cause of it, to find Israel in the fortieth year from 
their deliverance out of Egypt, just where we saw 
them the first month, by the way of the Red Sea, 
journeying from Mount Hor; and cven then, 
though every thing seemed to he pressing them 
forwards to the possession of Canaan, not led of 
their heavenly Guide directly forwards in the nearest 
track, but obliged to fetch a compass round the 
whole land of Edom, the possession allotted to, 
and already bestowed upon, the posterity of Esau. 
But Israel, and in them mankind, was thereby in- 
structed to revere the destinations of Providence, 
to respect the rights, property, and privileges of 
others; that reason and religion, as well as sym. 
pathy and humanity, oblige a man to submit to the 
inconveniency of a journey somewhat more tedious 
and fatiguing, instead of attempting to cut a nearer 
passage for himself, through the bowels and blood 
of his brother. 

The conscioysness of having acted well, in taking 
this circuitous march round the land of Edom, and 
that they thus acted by the command of God, ought 
to have reconciled the minds of those Israelites to 
the little inconveniencics of the way; bat their his- 
torian and leader, with his usual fidelity, informs 
us, that “the soul of the people was much dis- 
“ couraged because of the way.” , . 

Men frequently do their duty with so ill a grace, 
that it becomes as offensive as downright disobe- 
dience; the manner of compliance has the air of 2 
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refusal. God loves cheerfulness in every thing: a 
cheerful, liberal giver; acheerful, thankful receiver ; 
a cheerful, active docr; a cheerful, patient sufferer. 
And what an alleviating consideration is it, under 
the pressure of whatever calamity! This burden 
‘ig imposed on me by the hand of my heavenly 
“ Father; this is a sore evil, but God can turn it 
“ into good.”—* This affliction is not joyous, but 
« grievous ; nevertheless afterwards it shall yield the 
* peaceable fruits of mghtcousness.” When we are 
out of humour at one thing, we are dissatisfied with 
every person, and every thing; a harsh spirit and a 
hasty tongue spare neither God norman. “ The 
* people spoke against God, and against Moses. 
« Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to 
« dic in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither 
“ js there any water: and our soul loatheth this light 
* bread.” 

Objects viewed through the medium of passion, 
like those strange uncouth appearances which are 
scen in glasses of a certain construction, have little 
or no resemblance to what they arc in nature and 
truth. They are distorted and disfigured ; they are 
magnified to such a degree as to become hideous, or 
‘iminished so as to become imperceptible ; and ac- 
cording to the fit of the moment, men turn the one 
end or the other of the perspective to the eye, and 
what they contemplate is accordingly removed to a 
great distance, and reduced to nothing, or brought 
nigh, enlarged, and brightencd up. Employing 
this false kind of optics, Israel now considers Egypt 


Leer, XIX] HISTORY OF Moss. 323 


and all its hardships with desire and regret, and 
looks forward to Canaan with coldness and distrust. 
The miraculous stream that followed them trom the 
rock is no water at all, and mauna, angel's food, is 
accounted light bread. We are too little aware of 
the sinfulness and folly of discontent, and therefore 
we indulge in it without fear or reserve. We do 
not reflect that it is to arraign at once the wisdom 
and goodness of God; to rob him of the right of 
judginent, and madly to increase the evil which was 
too heavy before. 
Tn general, the righteous Governor of the world 
“permits this evil affection to punish itself; and can 
there be a greater punishment, than to leave a sullen, 
dissatisfied wretch to devour his own spleen? But 
in. the instance before us, IIe was provoked to su- 
peradd {5 this mental plague a grievous external 
chastisement. ‘And the Lord sent fiery serpents 
“among the peopic, and they bit the people, and 
much people of Israel died.” These might be 
the natural production of the wilderness, but pro- 
videntially armed for the occasion with a greater 
malignancy of poison, or produced in greater abun- 
dance, or roused to a higher degree of ferocity. 
For what are the instraments which God employs to 
avenge himself of bis enemies? He needs not to 
create a new thing in the earth; the simplest 
ereature can do it. Nature, animate and inanimate, 
is ready to take up his cause; the frost or the fire, 
continued a little longer, or rendered a little more 
intense, will soon subdue the proudest of his ad- 
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versaries. It is not the least of the miracles of 
divine mercy, that Israel had been preserved so long 
from the fary of those noxious insects with which 
the desert swarmed, as Moses justly remarks in re- 
capitulating the history of God’s goodness to that 
people during a forty ycars’ pilgrimage. ‘“ Lest 
* thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
“thy God, which brought thee forth out of the 
“ land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; who 
* Jed thee through that great and terrible wilderness, 
‘wherein were fiery serpents and scorpions, and 
** drought, where there was no water; who brought 
* thee forth water out of the rock of flint.” Deut. 
vii, 1H—15. 

The rage of those dreadful creatures, which had 
been during so long a period by a supernatural pow- 
cr suppressed, now, freed from that curb, becomes 
a party too strong fora mighty host, flushed with 
recent victory. While therefore we adore and ad- 
mire the goodness which multiplies the necessary 
and useful part of the vegetable and animal tribes 
with such astonishing liberality, and limits those 
which are noxious with such consummate wisdom 
and irresistible power, let us tremble to think how 
easily he can remove the barrier which restrains the 
wrath of the creature, and arm a fly with force 
svfficient for our destruction. But the intention of 
God in punishing, is correction and amendment, 
not ruin; returning mercy therefore meets the first 
symptoms of repentance, and a remedy is pointed 
out the moment that misery is felt; which swectly 
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discloses to us the meltings of fartherly affection out- 
running and preventing Glial wretchedness. 

But what strauge method of cure have we here? 
The poison of a serpent counteracted, and its malig- 
nity destroyed, not by an external application, not 
by virtue of an antidote possessed of certain natural 
qualities, but by a blessing annexed to the use ofan 
instrament in itself inadequate, and to an action of 
the patient himself, flowing ftom his own will, and 
called forth by the appointment and command of 
God, The author of that excellent book entitled the 
Wisdom of Solomon, has a beautiful reference to 
this story, when he says, 

* For when the horrible ficrceness of wild beasts 
‘came upon these, and they perished with the 
* stings of crooked serpents, thy wrath endured not 
"for ever. But they were troubled for a small 
“season, that they might be admonished, having a 
sign of salvation, to put them in remembrance of 
“ the commandment of thy law. For he that turned 
® towards it was not saved by the thing that he 
“ saw, but by thee, that art the Saviour of all, And 
“in this thou madest thine enemies confess, that it 
is thou who deliverest from all evil.” Wisdom, 
ch. xvi. 

Bat the grand commentary on the history of the 
fiery serpents is furnished by Christ himself, in his 
conversation with Nicodemus, the Jewish Ruler. 
*« As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
“even so must the Son of Man he lifted up; that 
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whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
* have eternal life.” John ii. 14, 15. ne 
From this it is evident that many particulars in 
the Jewish history and political economy had an 
interest and importance which extended far beyond 
the present moment, and the sensible and obvious 
appearance of things. And in this particular instance 
our blessed Lord has furnished us with an instruc- 
tive example, whicl ought to serve as a rule, for 
the application of figurative, allegorical, and typical 
subjects. Ilere he enters into no detail; pursues 
no parallel or contrast though a multiplicity of par- 
ticulars : [fe furnishes no wings to the imagination ; 
but fixiny on one, great, gencral view of the subject, 
renders it thereby more powerful and impressive. 
He was conversing with a ruler of the Jews; He 
was explaining to him the nature and end of his own 
mission; IIe was deducing the nature and tendency 
of the Gospel dispensation from the established rites 
of the Mosaic, and the received facts of the Jewish 
history, with which Nicodemus was perfectly well 
acquainted. In this case he refers to a noted cvent, 
and appeals from it to one which was shortly to take 
place, betwixt which a striking line of resemblance 
should be apparent—The elevation of the brazen 
serpent in the wilderness, for the healing of the 
Israelites who were perishing by the envenomed 
stings of the fiery serpents,—and the elevation of the 
Son of Man upon the cross, the propitiation for the 
sins of the world : that when this last display of the 
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divine justice and merey should be exhibited, Ni- 
codemus, and every intelligent and honest disciple of 
Moses, might be satisfied that ‘God had, at sun- 
* Ary times, and in divers manners,” presented as 
in a glass to the fathers the method of redemption 
by Jesus Christ. 

All the application, then, which the words of 
the Saviour himself warrant us to make of this pas- 
sage to him, is reduced to a few obvious and strik- 
ing particularse ‘ Fools,” such as the Israclites 
in the desert, and transgressors of the divine law in 
general, “because of their transgression, and be- 
“ cause of their iniquitics, are afflicted. ‘Their soul 
 abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw 
“ near unto the gates of death, Then they ery unto 
“ the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out 
* of their distresses. He sent his word and healed 
them, and delivered them from their destractions.” 
Psalm evii. 17—~20. 

The root of the evil, the cause of the plague, is 
to be found in human perversity and disobedience. 
The faithful and obedient sleeps safe and sccure in 
the lion’s den: to the proud and rebellious the in- 
noxiolls worm is converted into a fiery serpent, full 
of deadly poison.—The remedy for this sore evil is 
to be traced up to the divine compassion, power, and 
goodness, e 

The means of cure are not such as human wisdom 
would have devised, or such as the reason of man 
approved ; they are the sovereign appointment of 
Heaven. The effect is preternatural, yet real ; and 
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reason rejoices in what it could not have discovered. 
The sight of a lifeless serpent of metal working as 
an antidote to the mortal poison of one alive! Incre- 
dible, absurd! Such was the doctrine of the cross 
in the eyes of prejudice, and philosophy, and 
science, falsely so called. ‘ For the preaching of 
* the cross is to them that perish, foolishness ; but 
* unto us which are saved, it is the power of God. 
‘* For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the 
“ wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding 
“ of the prudent. Where is the wise ? where is the 
“ scribe? where is the disputer of this world ? Hath 
* not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
“ For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
“ by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
‘+ foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 
* For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom. But we preach Christ crucified, 
“unto the Jews a stumbling-block; and unto the 
“ Greeks foolishness: but unto them which are 
“ called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power 
“ of God, and the wisdom of God.” 1(Cor. i. 
18—~24. ., 

The virtue flowed from the divine appointment, 
operating together with the believing act of the pa- 
tient. To the sufferer who averts his face, or who 
wilfully and contemptuously shuts his eycs, that 
banner is displayed in vain; no virtue issues from 
it, he perishes in his unbelief. To the despiser, 
the impenitent, the careless, Christ has died in vain. 
In the extension of all God’s acts of grace to men, 
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in order to produce the full effect, there must of 
necessity be an unity of design, and exertion be- 
tween the giver and the receiver, between him who 
acts and him who is acted upon, Man's body is 
«© dust of the ground,” mere matter, separated from 
the spirit, incapable of motion or direction. Even 
that active, penetrating organ the eye, is but a little 
lump of pellucid clay, till the vital principle, the 
breath of God, kindle its fires and direct its rays. 
It is this vital principle which, proceeding from God, 
exists in him, and possesses the power of rising and 
returning to him. The believing Israelite hears, in 
dying agonies, the proclamation of deliverance, lifts 
up his drooping head, looks, and is healed ; his 
will meets the will of God, and the cure is 
already performed. ‘I'he perishing sinner hears 
the voice of the Son of God, and lives. Lifted up 
upon the cross he utters his voice, Look unto me 
“and be ye saved, all the ends of the carth; for I 
“ ain God, and there is none else.” Is. xlv. 22. One 
of his tellow-sufferers hardens his heart and reviles 
him, turns from the Saviour with disdain, and dies 
impenitent,—-the other hears with rapture the joyful 
sound, clings to the Lope of salvation, prays in faith, 
and passes with him into paradise. 

But the circumstance on which Christ chiefly 
rests, is Moses “ lifting up the serpent in the 
« wilderness.” Moses probably bad not a clear ap- 
prehension of the extensive meaning and import of 
the act which hewas performing, any more than the 
dyiag men who were the subjects of the cure. They 
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looked no farther than to the present moment, and 
for relief from a malady which affected the body. 
Bat like the high priest in later times, they were” 
prophesying without being couscions of it. He was 
erecting, and the congregation in the wilderness 
were contemplating, an anticipated representation 
of the great medium of salvation, which God had 
appointed from the foundation of the world; and 
had, in a varicty of other predictions, circumstan- 
tially declared and described at different periods to 
mankind. These predictions were slumbering un- 
noticed, neglected, misunderstood, even by the 
wise and prudent, in the sacred volume, a dead 
letter, till Christ, their quickening spirit, gave them 
lifeaud motion, and a meaning which they had not 
before. 

In the scene that passed in the wilderness, we 
behold the shadow of good things to come, a pre- 
figuration of the death which Christ should die. He 
is here ‘ evidently ect forth crucified before us,” 
according to his awn words, descriptive of “ the de- 
* evase which lic should accomplish at Jerusalem.” 
“ And J, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men usto me.” John xii. 32. : 

This same idea, we have just observed, had been 
suggested by the evangelical prophet Isaiah, and a 
similar expression is put into the Saviour’s mouth 
by that harbinger of the Prince of Peace : «Look un- 
“ to me and beye saved, all the ends of the earth ; 
“ for 1 am God, and there is none else.” And in 
another place, speaking of Gospel times, “ At that 
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« day shall a man look to his Maker; and his eyes 
“shall have respect to the Holy Oue of Israel.” 
Isaiah xvii. 7. 

Thus was Moses, by what he did, and Isaiah, by 
what he wrote, pointing out to the world one and the 
same great object, Christ Jesus, “ the end of the 
“law for rigateousacss;” the substance of the 
types; the accomplishment of prophecy and pro- 
mise; the bruiser of the serpent’s head ; the restorer 
of defaced, defiled, degraded humanity. Aad thus 
we are taught to regard with peculiar respect an 
event which Providence has, in so many different 
ways, rendered tlustriously conspiceuus ; the death 
of Christ on the accursed tree, 

We shall Lave eahibited to you all that Moses and 
the prophets, all that the listorian and the evangelist 
have suggested, on the subject of the brazen ser- 
pent, when we have led your attention to the im- 
pious and idolatrous use made of it in after times, 
That this illustrious instrument of Icrael’s deliver- 
ance in the wilderness should be carefully preserved, 
as a monument of the divine power and goodness, 
and by length of time acquire vencrability and re-‘ 
spect ‘among the other valuable memorials of anti- 
quity, is not to be wondered at. But every thing 
may be perverted; and a corrupt disposition has 
ever manifested itself in man to exalt into the place 
of God something that is not God. Accordingly 
we find, about eight ceuturies from its original fa- 
brication, even in the days of Ilezekiab, the brazen 
serpent exalted to divinc honours, and a besatted 
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people rendering that homage to the means which 
was due only to the hand which employed it. The 
zeal of that pious prince, therefore, is worthy of 
commendation, who, in reforming the abuses of re- 
ligion which prevasted at the time that he mounted 
the throne of Judah, aboltshed this among the rest. 
Regardless of the purpose for which it was at first 
framed, of the venerable hand which formed and 
reared it, and of the lapse of so many years which 
had stamped respect upon it, “ he brake in pieces 
“the brazen scipent which Moses had made; for 
“ unto those days the children of Israel did burn 
“ incense to it, and he called it Nehust in,” 2 Kings 
aviii. 4; by way of contempt—a prece of brass. 
On this part of the history of Moses pagan an- 
liqnity has founded the fabulous history of Escu- 
lajnus, the pictended god of medicine, whose sym- 
bol wus a serpent twisted round a rod. The learned 
have, through a variety of particulars, traced the 
derivation of the fable from the fact ; but to repeat 
them, would rather minister to curiosity than to in- 
struction and improvement. We dismiss the sub- 
ject, then, with this general remark, That in more 
respects than is commonly apprelended, and than 
it has had the candour to acknowledge, is pagan lite- 
rature indebted to the sacred volume; that the wis- 
dom of Egypt, of Babylon, of Greece, and of Rome, 
is traceable up to this source; that Moses is, of 
course, to be considered as the father of profane, as 
of sacred, learning, from whom all subsequent his- 
torians, legistators, orators, and poets have derived 
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the lights which directed them in their several pur- 
suits; aud to the pure source of all wisdom, the 
revelation fiom Heaven, the world is indebted for 
the first principics of science, morality, and reli- 
gion ; which appears to the attentive end discerning 
eye through the mist in which credulous ignorance 
or bold fiction have involved them. 

Let us hence be encouraged to revere the Scrip- 
tures, to search and compare them; to derive our 
opinions of religious subjects from that sacred source, 
instead of forcing the truth of God into an awkward 
supporter of our preconceived opinions. Above all, 
let it be our concern to regulate our conduct by the 
laws which Scripture has Iaid down, and to comfort 
our hearts by the hope which it inspires, and the 
prospects which it has unfolded. Amen. 
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LECTURE XX. 


NUMBERS XXVII. 12—14, 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount 
Abarim, and.see the land which I have given unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, and when thou hast seen tt, thou also shalt 
be gathered unto thy peopic, as Aaron thy brother was ga- 
thered. For ye rebelled against my commandment in the 
desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify 
me at the water before their eyes. That is the water of 
Mcribab in Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin. 


THERE is something peculiarly interesting in 
Learing a plain, honest, intelligent man, without 
vanity, or self-sufficiency, or affected humility, talk, 
ing of himself; going into the detail of his own 
history with the same fidelity and simplicity, as if 
it were the history of a stranger ; unfolding his 
heart without reserve, disclosing his faults and in- 
firmitics without palliation, recording his wise and 
virtuous actions without ostentation ; and relating 
events with all their minute circumstances, accord 
ing to the feelings which they excited at the mo 
ment. 

It is pleasant to see an old man with his faculties 
unimpaired, his spirits cheerful, his temper sweet, 
his conscience clear, his prospects bright; enjoy- 
ing life without fearing death ; blending the modes- 
ty and benevolence of youth with the wisdom and 
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dignity of age. There is a double satisfaction in 
hearing such a one describe persons whom he knew, 
scenes in which he acted, expeditions which he 
conducted, schemes which he planned and ex- 
ecuted, 

And such an one was Moses, who having, by 
divine inspiration, made the ages and generations 
before the flood to pass in review, and unfolded the 
history of redemption in its connexion with the 
system of nature and the ways of Providence, during 
a period of two thousand five hundred years; hav- 
ing admitted us to his familiarity and friendly in- 
struction during an eventful life of one hundred and 
twenty years, is now, with the same calmness and 
ease, admitting us to contemplate his behaviour in 
tye immediate prospect, and up to the very hour of 
his death. 

‘The idolatrous defection of Israel in the plains of 
Moab had been visited with a plague which swept 
away twenty-four thousand of them. Immediately 
on the staying of that terrible calamity, Moses is 
commanded, with the assistance of Eleazat the high 
priest, to take the number of the people from 
twenty years old and upwards, and to compare the 
muster-roll of the day, with that taken in the wilders 
ness of Sinai thirty-eight years before. This being 
done with all possible accuracy, two most singular 
facts turn up, each singular considered separately 
and by itself, and both most singular, taken in 
their connexion one with another. In a multitude 
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so great, and at a distance of thirty-eight years, the 
whole difference is no more than one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty men: for at the former period, 
the number of men of a military age was six hundred 
and three thousand five hundred and fifty, and at 
the latter six hundréd and one thousand seven hun- 
cred and thirty. But though the strength of the host 
was nearly the same, the individuals whereof it was 
composcd were totally changed ; two names alone of 
so many myriads stoud upon both lists, Caleb the son 
of Jephunnch, and Joshua the son of Nun, for Moses 
himself was under sentence of condemnation ; he was 
net to be permitted to pass over Jordan; he was al- 
ready numbered with the dead. 
The course of nature, it is trae, is continually 
producing a similar effect on the human race, upag 
the whole ; but there is a degree of exactness in this 
instance, not to be accounted for on common prin- 
ciples, and which must be resolved into a special 
interposition of Providence, which had prohounced 
the doom of death on the whole body of offenders 
in the moment of transgression, and at the same in- 
stant promiged the reward of fidelity and obedience 
to those illustrious two; longevity and the posses- 
sion of Canaan. Vain therefore is the hope of so 
much as one guilty person escaping in a crowd; 
groundless the fear of singular goodness suffering in 
the midst of many wicked. 
It ia related of Xerxes, king of Persia, much to 
the honour of his humanity, that surveying from an 
eminence the vast army with which he was advanc- 
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ing to the invasion of Greece, he burst into tears to 
think that in less than one hundred years they should 
all be cut off from the land of the living. What 
then, O- Moses, were the emotions of thy soul, to 
see the event, which Xerxes but anticipated, realiz- 
ed before thine eyes? What was it to walk through 
the ranks of Israel without meeting one man who 
followed thee out of Egypt, with whom thou couldst 
mingle the tears of sympathy over so inany fallen, or 
remind of the joy and wonder of that great deliver- 
ance? Is not that man already dead, who has surviv- 
ed all his contemporaries? A consideration, among 
many others, powerfully calculated to reconcile the 
mind to the thoughts of dissolution, and to impress 
on the soul the sentiment of the wise man concern- 
ing the world, “I hate it, I would not live al- 
“ ways.” 

Long life, however, is not the less to be consider- 
edasa blessing. The love of it is a constitutional 
Jaw of our nature ; and the promise of it is annexed 
to the sanctions of the written law, as a motive to 
obedience: “ Honour thy father and thy mother: 
“ that thy days may be long upon the land which 
* the Lord thy God giveth thee :” Exod. xx. 12: 
and it is here’ bestowed as a reward on the faithful. 
Premature death, in like manner, is an object of 
natural horror, it is threatened in anger, and is in. 
flicted as a punishment, “ The wicked shall not 
“ive half his days, and his memofy shall rot.” 
In general, a wise and meréiful God hides from the 
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eyes of mon the era of their departure ont of the 
world. The bitterness of death consists in the fore- 
taste, gnd the forerunners of that great enomy. That 
bjtterngss, in its full proportion, was wrung out 
and mingled in the cup of Moses. The death of 
eyery Israelite was a death-warning to him. He 
had lately ascended mount Hor with Aaron his bro- 
ther, had stripped him of his garments, had closed 
hijs eyes to his last long sleep, and descended without 
him: and mougt Hor is only a few steps distant 
from mount Abarim, and his owr, summons comes 
at length, He is respited, not pardoned, and a re- 
Prieve of farty years ia now expired. 

It is in that awful, that trying hour, we are at this 
time to trace the character, and mark the behaviour, 
of the man of God. 

From the moment that he fell under the divine 
displeasure, which shortened the date of his life, 
we observe it lying with an oppressive weight upom 
hia wind. The love of life manifests itself, and we 
bebold in the prophet the man of like passions with 
ourselves, There ia no incident of his life of which 
he dwells 30 much, and with such earnestness of ime 
terent ag this. The history of his offences in again 
and, again wopested, not in the view of extenuating 
the guilt of 4, bnt to vindicate the righteous judg- 
ment of Ged Tite excelleacy of this part of bia 
nerraticg is its, departing from the direct line of 
narration, He hastens forward to. bring KM early 
inte. views ha qetares again wpon his Sotsteps, and, 
presents it a second tiniete inspection, Is he re- 
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tninding ferael of their rebellion and disobedience? 
His own transgression, attd the punishment of it, 
avid@end stare him in the face. Fs he encouraging 
them in their progress towards the promised land? 
He eighs to think that he himself shall never enter 
into it, Atone time he fietters himself with the 
hope that justice might perhaps relent, and presumes 
to expostalate and entreat in terms earnest and pa- 
thetic, such as these: “ O Lord God, thou hast be- 
“ gun to show thy scrvant thy greatness, and thy 
“ mighty hand; for what God 18 there in heaven 
“ or in earth, that can do according to thy works, 
“* and according to thy might? I pray thee, let me 
“go over and see the good land that is beyond 
“ Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon.” Deut. 
iii, 24, 25. > 

At another time he seems quietly to give up the 
cause as lost, and patiently prepares to meet his 
fate, and meekly resigns himeelf to the will of the 
Most High, which he was unable to alter, Ind 
word, we see him at once the man and the believer, 
anda pattern well worthy of imitation in bottt res- 
pects, 

It is impossible to observe the conftict of Mosed's 
soul, when this cup of trembling was put into his 
hands, without thinking of the bitter agony in the 
garden, of the travail of the Redeemer's soul, of 
that pessionate address, ‘* Father, if it be possible, 
Tet this cup pass from me”—of “* sweat like grent 
* dropn of blood falling down tothe ground,” Luke 
xxii, 22-—A4; of the triuitiph of revignation, “ never- 
* theless, not my will, but thine be done ;” of “ hu- 
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 miliation to death, the death of the cross.” Thus 
it “behoved him to fulfil all righteausness.” Thus 
he taught men to obcy the law of God, to we. all 
lawful endeavours to preserve life; and thus be in- 
culcated submission to that sovercign will which it 
is unprofitable and impious to resist. 

“ Get thee up,” said God to Moses, “ into this 
“ mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given 
“ unto the children of Israel,” Lev. xvii. 12, 13; 
and this is all that the law can do for the guilty ; 
it conducts to an adjoining eminence, it. spreads a 
distant prospect of Canaan, it can display its beauty 
apd fertility, it can inspire the desire of possession ; 
—but it cannot divide Jordan, it cannot lead to vic- 
tory over the last enemy, it cannot make “ the 
“ comer thereunto perfect,” nor establish the 
soul in everlasting rest. Neither Moses, the giver 
of the Iaw, nor Aaron the high priest under the 
Jaw, could “ continue by reason of death.” But 
the Apostle and High Priest of our profession is 
* entered into the holiest of all,” has opened a pas- 
sage through the gates of death to life and immor- 
tality ; lifted up, first upon the cross, and then to 
his throne in the heavens, He is drawing ali men 
unto Lim. 

Together with the honest though fond attachment 
to life, which characterizes the man, and the pious 
resignation which marks the child of God, Moses 
discovers, on ibis occasion, that excellent spirit 
which sinks and loges the individual in the public, 
He cheerfully gives up shiajpersonal suit, and the 
gayse of Israel henceforth engrosses him wholly, 
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And Moses spake unto the Lord, saying, Let the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man 
“ over the congregation, which may go out before 
“ them, and which may go in before them, and 
which may tead them out, and which may bring 
“ them in; that the congregation of the Lord be 
"not as sheep which have no shepherd.” Num. 
xxvii. 15—~17. 

Let modern patriots think of this, and blush at 
their pride and selfishness. But they are lost to 
all sense of decency, they keep each other in coune 
tenance by their multitude and confidence, and 
“ glory in their shame.” This noble conduct of the 
Jewish legislator was not the affectation of virtue and 
public spirit, the ostentatious boasting of aman who 
had ao prospect, or a distant one, of being put to 
the trial; but it was the native greatness and supe. 
riority of a mind occupied with two grand objects, 
the glory of God and the good of his country; of a 
mind that could rejoice in the advancement of an 
inferior, and decrease with inward satisfaction while 
the other increased. Ordinary men lock with 
an evil eye upon their successors. A prince and 
his heir, though that heir be his own son, generally 
live upon indifferent terms; but Moses sees his dig- 
nity departing from himself in his life-time, depart- 
ing from his family, and given to hisservant, with- 
outa courmur, without a sigh. It was enough to 
him that God had been pleased to adopt Joshua, for 
‘the'purpose of finishing: pis work, of introducing 
Israel into their inhgrifice. It is n0 sooner inti- 
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mated to him, than Joshua becomes his son, his bro» 
ther, his friend; and he proceeds to his installation 
with as much alacrity as he invested Aaron with the 
pontifical robes. 

This solemn ceremony consists of a variety of 
circumstances which are well worthy of our atten- 
tion; from their being of Divine appointment, from 
their great antiquity, from their inexplicable mys- 
teriousness, or from their obvious significancy. 
Joshua was already anointed with the unction of 
the Spirit: he was a person of singular picty, un. 
daunted resolution, and unshaken fidelity: he had 
long attended upon Moscs as his minister, had ac- 
companied bim into the mount when he ascended 
to mect God, had traversed the land of Canaan as 
one of the spies, had brought up its good report, 
and stood firm with Caleb in resisting the timid and 
discouraging representation of his colleagues. He 
possessed all the qualities natural, acquired, and 
miraculously dispensed, which were requisite to the 
discharge of the duties of that high and important 
station to which Providence was now calling him. 
By the spirit which is said to have been in Joshua, 
some understand the spirit of prophecy, or superna~ 
tural powers of foreseeing and providing for future 
events, By taking in every circumstance, it seems 
rather to denote those rare gifts with which nature 
had so liberally endowed him; wisdom, and cou- 
rage, and strength; and which Providence was now 
calling forth for the general benefit. But though 
thus amply furnished for his great undertaking, God 
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was pleased tocommand a solemn and public declara- 
tion of his choice, and that the object of it should, 
before the eyes of the people, be set apart by the 
imposition of the hands of Moses to the office assign- 
ed him. 

Forms are necessary because men are not spiritual; 
forms are interposed, that the understanding, the 
heart, and theconscience may be approached through 
the channels of sense. And of all forms recommend. 
ed by Divine authority, and by its own significant 
simplicity, that of the laying on of hands is one of 
the most ancient, the most frequently in use, and 
the most striking. By this solemn rite the devoted 
victim was set apart for death, and the guilt of the 
offerer was gransferred, as it were, and laid upon the 
head of the oblation: and thus were the minister of 
the sanctuary, the general, the statesman, dedicated 
to the duties of their respective stations: thus new 
andextraordinary powers wereconferred upon Joshua: 
thus Jesus took leave of his disciples, and left a bless- 
ing behind him, more precious than the mantle of 
Ehjah.—“ He led them out as far as Bethany, and 
“he lifted up his hands and blesscd them.” Luke 
xxiv. 50. 

By laying on of the apostles’ hands, miraculous 
gifts of the Holy Ghost were communicated ; and 
by laying on of the hands of the presbytery, Timothy 
was solemnly set apart for exercising the office of 
a bishop; and thus a great part of the Christian 
world continues to install its ministers in the pas- 
toral office, 
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Moses was farther commanded “ to cause Joshua 
“ to stand before Eleazar the priest,” who was pro- 
bably to offer up sacrifice in behalf of the comman- 
der elect, and by this additional solemnity to im- 
press both upon his own mind, and upon those of 
the spectators, the weight and importance of the 
sacred charge committed unto him. It is added, 
verse 20, “ And thou shalt put some of mine ho- 
“nour upon him, that all the congregation of the 
children of Israel may be obedient.” This is inter- 
preted by some commentators, of those rays of glory 
which are supposed to have surrounded the head of 
Moses ever since his descent from God in the mount, 
and which so dazzled the eyes of the beholder, that 
in speaking to the people he was under the necessity 
of putting a veil over his face. By the imposi~ 
tion of his hands upon the head of Joshua, according 
to the commandment, this external, sensible honour 
is said 10 have been communicated from the one to 
the other, and that, in consequence of it, Joshua 
henceforth wore a visible token of the choice of 
Heaven. . 

Conjecture and fancy blend too much in this ex+ 
position to procure for ita very high degree of res- 
pect. Juster and more sober criticism explain the 
passage as implying, that Moses should immediate- 
ly associate Joshua with himself in the executive 
powers of government, should devolve upon him a 
share both of the respect and the care which pertain- 
ed to the supreme command: that he might enjoy 
the satisfaction, while he yet lived, and which he 
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so much desired, of beholding 2 wise and a good 
man conducting the {sraelitish affairs, in church and 
state, with discretion, and carrying on the plan of 
Providence to its consummation. 

There is another article in the injunczion laid ynon 
Moses, respecting the appointment of his successor, 
which has greatly exercised and puzzled the critics. 
And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who 
S shall ash counsel for him, after the judgment of 
“ Urim, before the Lord; at his word shall they 
“ go out, and at his word they shall come in, both 
“he and all the children of Isracl with him, even 
* all the congregation.” _ Num. xavii. 21. 

‘The difficulty is, What was the Urim, and the 
judgment of Urim, of which Eleazar was to ask 
counsel in behalf cf Joshus, and wherein Moses 
differed from Joshua as to this? Urim is in general, 
in Scripture, found in connesion with Thummim. 
The words import light and perfection; and they 
appear to have becn sowe part or appendage of the 
breast-plate, that essential artiele of the highgpriest’s 
dress. They were not, it is alleged, the produc- 
tion of human skill, like the other particulars ofthe 
sacred clothing, for there is no account of their fa~ 
brication by the hands of man: but when the breast- 
plate was finished, Moses, we are told, “put 
“‘into it the Urim and the Thummim,” whatever 
they were, immediately from God. 

The method of consuliation has also furnished 
ample matter of dispute. The most approved tra 
dition is this, for Scripture gives but few, and those 
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very general hints, upon the subject: the person 
who desired to consult the oracle, and none but 
public persons, and on great public occasions, were 
admitted to that privilege, intimated his intention 
to the high priest; who, at the hour of incense, ar- 
rayed in his pontifical vestments, entered the holy 
place, accompanied, at a little distance, by the 
magistrate or general who made the inquiry. The 
high priest placed himself with his face towards the 
entrance of the most holy place. The veil which 
separated the holy place from the holy of holies was 
drawn up for the occasion, so that he stood directly 
fronting the ark of the covenant, over-shadowed by 
the cherubim, where the Schechinah or visible 
glory resided. The inquirer then, standing bebind, 
Pronounced the question, or consultation, in a few 
plain words : such for example as these, “ Shall I go 
* up against the Philistines, or shall I not go up:” 
This question was again repeated solemnly and dis- 
tinetly by the high priest before the Lord: and on 
looking downwards upon the Urim in the breast- 
plate, the answer of God was seen in characters 
of reflected light, from the excellent glory, and 
which the high priest audibly repeated in the ears 
of the party concerned. “Go,” or “Thou shalt 
Ad not go.” 

When the oracle refused to give any response, 
as in the case of Sant, it was considered as a mark 
of high displeasure. God would not answer that 
wicked prince “ by the judgment of Urim,” but be- 
cause he had wilfully feriiken God, an offended 
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God, in just displeasure, gave him up to ask coun- 
sel of hell, and to follow it to his own destruction. 
* We have also,” Christians, “ a more sure word of 
“ prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed ; 
* as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until 
“the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your 
“ hearts.” 2 Peter i. 19. . 

Joshua being referred to this mode of consultation, 
and this compared with the history of Moses, point 
out the difference between ‘these two leaders of Israel. 
-—* There aroze not a prophet since in Israel like un- 
“© to Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.” Deut. 
xxxiv. 10. God manifested himself immediately 
unto Moses; conversed with him as a man with his 
friend. Joshua was kept at a greater distance, and 
enjoyed communion with God through the interven+ 
tion of appointed means. Just as before Moses was 
admitted to the very summitof the mount, receiv- 
ed within the veil of thick darkness, which at once 
concealed and revealed the Divine glory; while 
Joshua was confined to 2 lower region, and kept in 
the place and on the datyof aservant, But we 
must conclude. 

The whole scene that has now passed in review 
speaks directly to the heart andconscience. It pre- 
sents a striking and instructive instance of the good» 
ness and severity of God. The faults and infirmi- 
ties of his dearest children be neither overlooks, nor 
forgeta to punish. For one offence, and seemingly 
a slight one, Moses is excluded from Cansan. No 
humiliation, penitence, orentreaty gan, of them-. 
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selves, remove the guilt nor prevent the chastisement 
of sin. The neglect or insult offered by a child, ¢ 
brother, a friend, strikes deeper than the most 
violent outrage from a stranger, or an avowed enemy. 
The transgression of Moses at the waters of Strife 
was thus aggravated, and he must dic for it. Omy 
God, enter not into judgment with me, whose 
crimes are heightened by every circumstance of ag- 
gravation—deliberation, presumption, filial ingra- 
titude, and in the face of solemn and repeated cn- 
gagements. If Moses died the death, for once 
speaking unadvisedly with his lips, in the mo- 
ment of passion; “if thou, Lord, art strict to 
mark iniquity, where shall 1 stand ;” how shall I 
eseape ? 

But is death a punishment to a good man? No. 
As in the death of Moses, therefore, we behold the 
justice and severity of God, so, in its consequences, 
we behold his goodness and loving-kindness. The 
evil is slight and temporary ; the good is urispeak- 
ably great, and eternally permanent; exclusion 
from Canaan is admission into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven: “to be absent from the body, is to be present 
* with the Lord.” Faith indeed redeems not from 
the power of the grave, but it dissipates all the hor- 
ror of the tomb; transforms it into 2 resting-place 
for the weary pilgrim; and converts the king of 
terrors into a minister of joy. “Odeath, where is 
“ thy sting? O-grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory, through 
« Jesus Christ our Lord.” “The saying that is 
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“ written is come to pass, Death is swallowed up 
« of victory ; mortality is swallowed up of life.” “ Life 
“and immortality are brought to light by the gos- 
* pel.” We “know whom we have believed :” we 
believein him who hath said, “I am the resurrec- 
“ tion and the life; he that believeth in me, though 
“ he were dead, yet shall he live, And whosoever 
“ tiveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 
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LECTURE XXYI. 


NUMBERS XXXI. 1,%- 


And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Avenge the chikiren of 
Israel of the Midianites: afterwards shalt thou be gathered 
unto thy people. 


"THE interest which every reader of taste and sen- 
sibility takes in the life and actions of Moses is 
never permitted to flag, much less totally to sink 
and expire. His infant cries, from the very first 
moment, awaken our sympathy ; and his departing 
words, at the age of a hundred and twenty years, 
continue to excite our esteem and admiration. 
‘Whether employed as o minister of vengeance or of 
mercy, he inspires affection or commands respect. 
The love of life is not only natural and innocent, 
but important and necessary. We are instructed to 
guard, to preserve, to prolong it, at once by the 
constitution and frame of our nature, and by mani- 
fold examples of the highest authority. And while 
Providence permite the farther extension of it, the 
reasons and end of that extension are obviously mani- 
fest. Not a single.hour is added to the life of any 
one, merely to make up such a quantity of time, 
No, every moment is destined to its peculiar pur- 
pose, passes to account, calls to its proper use and 
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employment. To dream of premature retirement 
from the exercise of our faculties and functions, of 
mere existence without employment, is an attempt 
to defeat the intention of the Creator in sending us 
into the world: it is a degradation and perversion of 
the powers of the human mind: itis to be dead 
while we live. ‘The inquiry ofa well regulated spirit 
to the last, is, “ Lord, what wouldest thou have .ne 
“ to dot” “ While ady of iny powers remain, how- 
* ever blunted, however impaired, to whom shall I 
** dedicate the poor remains? Enfechied, exhausted 
“as I am, is there no one respect in which I can yet 
* glorify God, or be useful to wy fellow-cre-tnves ¢” 
And, to the last, the great Supporter of life, the 
Ruler of the world, has some command to give, 
some labour to be performed, some exercise of the 
hand, the head, or the heart to enjoin, some purpose 
of justice or of love to accomplish. 

Moses has received warning to depart, but the 
hour of release is not yet come. And though his 
offence at the waters.of Meribah must be punished 
with death, the tranquillity of his mind is not there- 
by discomposed, nor his intercourse with Heaven 
interrupted, nor his zeal in performing the duties 
of his station abated. The God whom he had so 
Jong and faithfully served, continues to converse 
with him as a man with his friend, communicates 
to him his designs, and employs him in the execu- 
tion of them. Our lives too are forfeited: the sen- 
tence of death is upon us; under a respite of un. 
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known, uncertain duration, our days are passing 
away. Improved ever so well, they cannot indeed 
redeem from the grave, nor alter the immutable de- 
cree; but their improvement may alleviate the 
itterness of death, and pluck ont the sting. The 
inevitable course of Nature and the righteous deci- 
sions of a holy law, destroy not the sacred commu- 
nications which subsist between a merciful God 
and a gracious spirit. To receive a command from 
an offended father, after judgment has been pro- 
nounced, partakes of the nature ofa pardon ; and it 
is no slender consolation, even under the stroke of 
justice, to reflect that paternal affection was pleased 
to regard and accept future obedience and submis- 
sion, if not as an atonement for offence, at least as 
a mark of contrition for having transgressed. As 
if therefore we could wipe out the’ memory of the 
past; as if persevering labours of gratitude and love 
could purchase our release; as if death were to be 
prevented, disarmed, or destroyed by the efforts of 
the passing moment, let us awake and arise to the 
knowledge, the study, and the practice of our hea- 
venly Father’s will. i 

The service prescribed to Moses on this occasion, 
was the execution of justice on a nation of offenders, 
The nature of the offence has been hinted at ina 
former Lecture; vol. iii. 303; and we may form a 
judgment of its enormity, from the vengeance which 
pursued it, The state of Midian, at the period in 
question, exhibits the last stage of moral depravity 


corrupted people carrying on a temporary poli- 
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tical design by means the most scandalous and dis- 
honourable—the dearest and mest delicate interests 
of haman nature vilely sacrificed to its’ worst and 
most disgraceful propensities—husbands countenanc- 
ing the prostitution of their wives, and parents that 
of their daughters, in order to gratify ambition, 
avarice, or revenge. A nation of such a character ie 
necessarily hastening to utter destruction, without 
fire from heaven, or the sword of a foreign enemy- 
But what vice was accelerating by its own native 
energy, Providence hastens to an issue by a spe- 
cial interposition, and “ the Lord makes himself 
“ known by the judgment which he executes.” 
The force which it was thought proper to employ 
for the extermination of this debauched race, is in- 
dication sufficient how low its character was rated, 
Immersed in sensuality, enervated by luxury, a 
handful of men was deemed sufficient to destroy 
them. A thousand out of every tribe of Israel, twelve 
thousand men in all, Moses considers as fully com- 
petent to the execution of this enterprise ; and the 
event fully justified the estimate which he had 
made. It is likewise remarkable, that he neither 
commands in this expedition in person, nor com- 
mits the conduct of it to Joshua, or to any other of 
military profession ; but to “ Phinehas, the son of 
“ Eleazar the priest,” furnished “ with the holy 
“ instruments, and the trumpets to blow, in his 
“hand.” We have here, therefore, the idea of a 
solemn public execution, rather than of reguler war. 
"2a 3 
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No resistance is made, no blood but that of the 
criminals is shed ; they dare not mect in the field 
those whom ia the secret chambers they could in- 
snare. In vain their hoary adviser Balaam urges 
them to feats of arms, and sets them an example of 
courage: supported by five kings and their armies, 
he falls together with them by the sword of Isracl, 
an awful unonument bow certuly, however slowly, 
eternal justice overtakes the sinner! 

‘The immense booty which this easy victory trans- 
ferred to the Israelites, is a farther demonstration 
of the feebleness and dissolution of their unwartike 
enemy. They had wealth without being rich, luxury 
without enjoyment, policy without wisdom, kingly 
power withot. goverument and zeal for religion 
without an object of worship. Conquered the mo- 
ment they were attacked, having uo resource in pub- 
lic or private virtue; inen lost to a sense of what 
constitutes true female dignity, women precipitating 
that corruption of which they were the miserable 
victims—they hold up to mankind a fearful but in- 
structive examiple of the native, necessary, mevitae 
ble consequences of vice. Up to similar causes the 
downfall of still greater states may be traced ; and it 
sin be the ruin of any kingdom, what individual 
offender shall dare to flatter himself with the hope ot 
escaping the righteous judgment of God ? 

The severity with which judgment was executed 
on the Midianites helps farther to unfold their cha- 
recter. An effeminate, luxurious people, generally 
excites contempt at most; but bere a holy and 
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just indignation is kindled. Heaven itself is up in 
arms against a degenerate race ; and Moses, the meek- 
est of men, accuses the cxterminaters of the whole 
race of Midian of weak and excessive lenity. How 
is this to be accounted fr? It will be found on in- 
quiry, that in a very dissolute state of society, vices 
of the most odious and atrocious kind are necessa- 
tily bleuded with others less offensive. The love of 
pleasure is the predominant character; but in order 
to feed and support that passion, arts the most cri- 
aminal and detestable must be employed. Injustice, 
violence, perjury, and turder, follow in the train 
of just. The moral principie is destroyed : all sense 
of shame is lost. The general depravity keeps every 
individual transgressor in countenance. Appear- 
ances are no longer attended to or kept up. Men 
glory in their shame. The very offices of religion 
are perverted into instruments of debauchery. Such, 
apparently, was the state of Midian at the period 
under review; such was that of [sracl during the 
government and priesthood of Eli; and such was 
that of the Assyrian and Roman empires immedi- 
ately previous to their subversion. And in such a 
state, is it any wonder to see Heaven and earth com. 
bined to root out and overthrow—a Holy and Right- 
eous God “employing the ministration of the gentlest 
of mankind to cut off the name and memory of such 
a people from the earth? When ponishment 
so signal is inflicted, we may safely infer that the 
guilt which provoked it from such hands was 
enormous. 
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On reviewing the little army of Israel after the “ 
victory, a fact turns up unequalled in the history of 
mankind—not so much as one of the twelve thou- 
sand has fallen in battle: and that in attacking and 
destroying a nation so populous as to contain thirty- 
two thousand females of a particular description. 
Nom. xxxi. 35. The hand of God was clearly vi- 
sible in this, and it was thankfully acknowledged. 
‘The superfluous ornaments which Tately published 
the shame of Midian now proclaim the piety and 
gratitude of Israel; and they become part of the 
sacred treasury of the tabernacle, Every creature of 
God is good in itself, and intended to do good. Use 
the world so as not to abuse it, and theCreator is ° 
glorified. Every day added to our life is as much 
a miracle of mercy, as the preservation of every 
individual of the twelve thousand in the day of 
battle. Let our gratitude declare itself in a habitual 
devotedness of heart and life to the God of our life 
and the length of our days; let us present our 
“« bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
“God, which is our reasonable service: and be 
transformed by the renewing of our: mind, that 
we may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
® and perfect will of God.” Rom. xii. 1, 2. 

In the punishment inflicted on Midian, we be- 
hold a righteous Ged prosecuting an injury done to 
Israel, as an insult offered to himself. And indeed 
every offence against society is a direct attack of the 
divine authority, which has fenced the person, the 

_ fame, and the virtue of our neighbour en every ade, 
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against all the assaults, whether of violence or of 
deceit. The character and conduct, in connex- 
jon with the untimely end, of the arch-seducer 
Balaam, are an awful and instructive instance of the 
justice of God in making signal guilt its own aven- 
ger, and furnish a striking illustration of the obser- 
vations made by the Psalmist and his wise son: 
“ Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath 
conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. 
« He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into 
“ the ditch which he made. His mischief shall re- 
“turn upon his own head, and his violent dealing 
“shall come down upon his own pate. I will 
“ praise the Lord according to his righteousness ; 
* and will sing praise to the name of the Lord most 
“high.” Ps. vii. 14--17. “The heathen are sunk 
* down in the pit that they made, in the net which 
* they hid is their own foot taken. The Lord is 
“ known by the judgment which he executeth: the 
** wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.” 
Ps. ix. 15, 16. “ For the ways of man are before 
* the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his 
goings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked 
* himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of 
“hissins. He shall die without instruction : and in 
* the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.” Prov, 
¥. 21—23, 

~In the faint resistance made by the Midianites 
to a force so small, we behold the native tendency 
of vice to enfeeble and enervate. Sunk in effemi- 
vacy and sloth, they are overcomeas soon as attack- 
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ed. Strong in cunning, they are destitute of true 
wisdom, and defective in valour. The foe that 
assaults, that conqucrs them, is within. The wick- 
“ed flee when no man pursucth, but the righteous 
“is bold 2s a hon.” Addictedness to the pleasures 
of sense g.<dually, though insensibly, encroaches 
on all the nobler principles of our nature, under- 
mines and subverts them. Every spring of the soul 
is relaxed through disuse ; the bodily powers become 
Janguid, and the sluggish giant becomes an easy 
prey to the active and vigorous child. Exercise 
your faculties, and they will increase and improve: 
neglect them, and they will quickly fall into utter 
decay. Fear God, maintain “a consc:cuce void of 
* offence,” and bid defiance to what earth and hell 
can do against you. 

—In the free-will offering of these grateful Israel- 
ites for protection and deliverance in the day of 
battle, behold a Jaudable exan ple of attention to the 
ways of Providence, and of thankful acknowledg- 
ment of them. Let fitend , after the days of sepa- 
ration are atan end, after‘! e hour of danger is past, 
reclon their numl+rs. Do they remain entire, not 
one nussing, is no allay u.cagled with the joy of re- 
union? It was the hand of God tat supported: he 
« gave his angels charge ccncerning you.” “ He 
* covered you with his feather ; his truth was your 
¢ shield and buckler: no evil befell you, no plague 
© came nigh your dwelling.” “ Give unto the Lord 
© the glory duc unto his name; offeruntohim thanks- 
giving, Lonour bim with your substance ;” pre- 
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sent “ the calves of your lips,” the devotedness of 
your hearts, the obedience of your lives. 

—Does the punishment of this people appear to 
any tigorous and excessive? Let them consider that 
they are very incompetent judges of God's moral 
government; that they sce but a few scattered frag. 
ments of the vast scheme of Providence ; that crea- 
tures themselves ignorant, weak, and criminal, 
must be much disqualified to “ hold the balance 
“ and the rod;” that every transgression of the di- 
vine law merits death; that ‘ fools” only “ make a 
“ mock at sin.” Let the whole earth tremble be- 
fore Him * who will by no means clear the guilty :” 
who has denounced “ indignation and wrath, tribu- 
* lation and anguish against every eoul of man that 
* dovth evil,” while to the humble and contrite in 
heart, he proclaims his name, “The Lord, the 
« Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, 
* and abundant in goodness and truth; keeping 
“ mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, trans- 
“ gression, and sin,” Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7 ; ‘¢ visiting the 
*¢ iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
“ third and fourth gencration of them who hate 
* him ; but showing mercy unto thousands of them 
“ that love him and keep his commandments.” Ex. 
xx, 5, 6. 

—In the leader and commander of Israel behold, 
once more, a man exalted far above all temporary, 
all selfish concerns; occupied only with the inter- 
ests of truth and justice, the duties of his station, 
the prosperity of his charge, the glory of Him who 
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had conferred it upon him. In this last object his 
whole soul is absorbed. He walks already on air, 
and beholds the world under his feet; but forgets 
not that he is yet in it, and that in every state, and 
at every period of existence, a rational being may 
promote, and ought to be studying how be may best 
promote, the honour of his Creator, by administer- 
ing justice, or extending mercy to his fellow-crea- 
tures. Consider him well: and, in your sphere, 
with the means and ability which you enjoy, go 
and do likewise—and God grant us all wisdom to 
know and to do what is well pleasing in his sight. 
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LECTURE XXII. 


NUMBERS XXXP. 9—I15. 


And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the chil- * 
dren of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over 
Jordan, into the land of Canaan, then ye shall appoint you 
cities, to be gities of refuge for you; that the slayer may 
flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares, And 
they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; 
that the man-slayer die not, until he stand before the con- 
gregation in judgment, And of these cities which ye shail 
give, six cities shall ye have for refuge. Ye shalt ‘give 
three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye give 
in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities of refuge. 
These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children of 
Tsrael, and for the stranger, and-for the sojourner among 
them ; that every one that killeth any person unawares may 
fleethither. . 


Human laws are generally the result of experi- 
ence, not the provision of foresight. Occasion dic- 
tates the encouragement to be given, the restraint 
to be imposed, the punishment to be inflicted. The 
multiplication of new and extraordinary cases must 
of course swell the statute book ; through change of 
circumstances some institutes must sink into disuse 
and oblivion, and others rise into existence and force. 
Hence the variety, the opposition, the contradic- 
tion of different ¢odes of law, not only in differ- 
ent countries, but in the-same country at different 
periods, ‘ 
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There are at the same time certain general and 
fixed principles of law applicable to every state of 
society : which being founded in eternal, unchange- 
able truth and justice, are in perpetual force, and of 
universal obligation. Divested of every thing arbi- 
trary, local, and temporary, they address them- 
selves to the understanding and the conscience of 
every man, and irresistibly carry conviction with 
them. he genius, character, and progress of any 
people, a sagacious observer will be able to trace, 
with tolerable accuracy, in their legislation, in their 
institutions political and religious: for those of a 
moral tendency never vary. It is easy to discern in 
the spirit of the laws what is the spirit of the nation; 
to discern whether liberty or despotisin, moderation 
or tyranny, is predominant, 

But the constitution of the commonwealth of 
Isracl possesses distinctive features. It was form- 
ed by Divine Wisdom long before it had a local resi- 
dence wherein to act. The laws by whict Canaan 
was to be governed were enacted in the wilderness. 
Prescience made provision for cases which could not 
as yet have ariseu. Republican equality was blend- 
ed with absolute unlimited Theocracy ; 2 hberty 
and a sovereignty were established in perfect har- 
mony, and yet both to their utmost extent. The 
Levitical part of ihe constitution was, adapted to this 
state of things. The priesthood, in respect of pro- 
perty and possesion, was reduced below the level 
of their brethren ; while by their office and employ- 
ments, the homage paid and the provision made for 
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them, they were raised above their fellows. They 
were appointed to minister at the altar of God ; and 
it was his will, and itwas reasonable, that they should 
live by it. ~ 

One of the last public services in which Moses 
was employed, is the settlement of this branch of 
the political economy,—the establishment of religion, 
without which no state can long exist ; and the ap- 
pointment of a moderate but certain and steady pro- 
vision for its ministers. 

Forty and eight cities, in all, with their suburbs, 
and an extent of territory around every one, not 
exceeding two thousand cubits ju all directions, were 
to be set apart for the tribe of Levi, and distributed 
by lot. As the lot was specially ordered by Divine 
Providence, the dispersion of this tribe over the 
whole land, there is good reason to believe, God in 
wisdom over-ruled favonrably to the evercise of their 
sacred functions. Of their uther privileges and im. 
munities we are not now led to treat. The words 
which we have read limit our attention toan instits- 
tion, in many respects singular and unexampled in 
the history of mankind—the appointme t of six of 
the Levitical cities, as places of refuge for .! ¢ unin- 
tentional, and therefore less criminal men-slayer. 
Respecting this institution, and its reason and de- 
siga, the following particulars recommend them- 
selves to our notice. 

The provision here made refers to a case of sin- 
gular importance to society ; on which indeed the 
very being of society depends—the security of hu- 
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man life against violence. To take away the life of 
another is the most atrocious offence which man 
¢an commit against man. The laws of every well- 
regulated community have accordingly marked it as 
the object of just vengeance, saying, in the language 
of the Supreme Legislator, “ Whoso sheddeth man’s 
“blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” But 
into the commission of this offence, as of every 
other, circumstances of aggravation or alleviation 
may enter; and every wise legislator will take these 
into consideration; adapting the degree of punish- 
ment to the degree of criminality, distinguishing the 
action ag connected with or separated from the in~ 
tention, To the wilful and deliberate murderer no 
place was to serve as a sanctuary; to him the altar 
itself was to afford no protection. But a man may 
deprive his neighbour of life without incurring the 
guilt of murder; and it must be imputed to him asa 
calamity, not acrime. To meet sucha case the pro~ 
vision in question was made ; and a refuge was pro- 
vided for both the citizen and the stranger who might 
“ unawares,” without malice or intention, occasion 
the death of another. 

This refuge, however, was not wholly unrestrict- 
ed, but was subject to a variety of regulations, all 
calculated powerfully to impress on the minds of 
the people, an awful sense of the value put on the 
life of man by the Great Legislator : and to serve as 
acaution not only against deliberate violence, but 
even against carelessness and inattention, where the 
life of another was concerned. Blood lies heavily, 
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as it ought, on the head of him who sheddeth it, 
however innocently ; and the consciousness of it will 
ever be felt as a severe punishment by a sensible 
heart, though no judge arise to avenge it. But 
punishment to a certain degree was inflicted on a 
man-slayer, by the very statute which appointed 
the refuge; and to the uneasy reflections arising 
from having been the unwilling instrument of a 
man'sdeath, weresuperadded alarming apprehensions 
and painful restraints. 

The first regulation limited the number of these 
cities to six, for the whole commonwealth of Israel. 
Hence an escape toa place of refuge must, in many 
instances, have been effected through much danger, 
exertion, and labour; and the unhappy fugitive 
must frequently have felt all the bitterness of death, 
in his solicitude to flee from it: Thus while the 
finger of mercy pointed to the strong hold of safety, 
the voice of justice exclaimed, “Flee for thy life, 
* look not behind thee, lest thou perish; behold, the 
“* avenger of blood is at thy heels,” 

But that the danger, and the anxiety resulting 
from it, might be diminished as far as the limited 
numbtr of the cities would admit, it was determin- 
ed by the lot that these should be dispersed at the 
most commodious distances, over the country; and 
it was expressly provided, that three of them should 
be on each side of the Jordan, in order to facilitate 
and secure, escape at the seasons when that river 
cnentinned its banks, and rendered @ passage tedious, 
difficult, or impracticable. In the same view it 
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has been affirmed, and it seems probable, that the 
roads which Jed to those cities were formed and 
maintained at the public expense, and that their 
breadth was very con: iderable : thatevery obstruction 
was removed out of iLe way, bridges were thrown 
over intcrposing streams, and when roads happened 
to cross or separate, au index, inscribed with the 
word fefuge, pointed out the right course. And 
thus an institution humane in its design, was ren~ 
dered more so by the manuer in which it was obsert- 
ed. 

But again, the city was, in the first instance, to 
serve only as a temporary refuge, and afforded shelter 
only till inquiry was made into the fact, and till 
judgmeut was soleumly given between the man- 
slayer and the avenger of blood, upon evidence ad- 
duced. If criminal intention was proved, there was 
no remedy, blood demanded blood, the prisoner 
must be delivered up into the hands of justice. If 
otherwise, public protection was granted, and he 
was restored to his refuge. The ordinance having it 
in view not to prevent and suppress the truth, but 
to bring it openly and fully to light. 

The innocence of the prosecuted party having been 
made clearly to appear, he was restored indeed to 
his refuge, but it became at the same time his pri- 
son. Exiled from his native possession, and from 
all that rendered it dear; doomed to live among 
strangers, to subsist,on their bounty, perhaps to 
feel their unkindncss or neglect, he must drag out 
acon.fortless existenee, to an unknown, uncertain 
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period ; or stir abroad under constant apprehension 
and hazard of his life. And confinement is still 
confinement, though in a place of safety, ina city 
of refuge ; and ignorance and uncertainty respecting 
the termination of our misery are bitter ingredicnts 
in the cup of affliction, “It may outlast life,” sad 
thought ! “ or consume the best and most valuable 
* portion of my days. Unhappy that I am, tc 
“have introduced mourning into my neighbour's 
“family, and desolated my own. Though I feel 
* not the pangs of remorse, my heart is torn with 
those of regret; and blood, though shed with- 
“out a crime, is a burden too heavy for me to 
“ bear.” * 

The last regulation on record respecting this sub- 
ject, was a permission to the hapless man-slayer to 
“return into the land of his possession,” on the 
death of the high priest. The reason of this ordi- 
nance does not appear; but it contains a circumstance 
very affecting to the prisoner himself, and affecting 
to all Fsrael. His rclease from confinement could be 
purchased only by death, the death of another ; and 
that not of an ordinary citizen, but of the most dig- 
nified and respectable character in the republic. The 
weight of blood innocently shed was at length to be 
removed; but how? Not by the demise of him 
who shed it, but of “the high priest which should 
be in those days.” And may we not suppose a 
refugee of sensibility looking forward to this event 
with the mixed emotions of hope and sorrow? The 
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very cause of his enlargcu:ent makes it to partake of 
the nature of a punishment. He dare hardly wish 
for libe.ty, for it involved guilt deeper than what 
already Iay upon his head; deliberate devising 
the death of tis neighbour, and taking pleasure 
in it. 
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nts “uaan-slaver” is an affecting repre- 
sd what every man is by nature and by 
wiels 1s.orks; an unhappy creature who hus offended 
against his brother, violated the laws of society, 
brok-n his own peace cf mind, and trampled on 
Givine authority, not only accidentally and un- 
intustionally, but deliberately, presumptuously. 
Is couscience, “ like the troubled sca,” cannot rest, 
What be fecls is dreadful, what he fears is infinitely 
worse. With trembling Cain, he apprehends that 
every one who meeteth him will slay hj; his 
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multiplied crimes cry out of the ground for venge- 
ance upon bis head—w hile cternal, inflexible justice, 
like the “ avenger of blood,” pursues him to the 
death. To flee from, or to endure the wrath of an 
offended God, is equally impossible. Al!I nature is 
up in arms against him; he is become a terror to 
himeelf ; the king of terrors aims his fatal dart, and 
hell follows after. 

—The “refuge” provided by this statute for the 
unhappy man who had destroyed his brother, and 
troubled his own soul, prefigures the reinedy pre- 
scribed by infinite wisdom for the recovery of a lost, 
perishing world—that dispensation of Divine Provi- 
dence in which “ mercy and truth are met together, 
* righteousness and peace have kissed cach other.” 
Fear not, guilty creature, there is hope concerning 
thee; thou shalt not die. The God whem thou 
hast offended, even He “ hath found out a ransom ;” 
He hath laid “ help on One who is mighty to save, 
* even to the uttermost, them who come unto God 
“through Him.” Ccase from the anxious inquiry, 
“ Who shall ascend unto heaven, to bring Christ 
* down from above? Who shall descend into the 
“deep, to bring up Christ again from the dead ?” 
« The Word is nigh thee,” and in this Word, “ the 
“ Lord brings near his righteousness,” and his sal- 
vation. The name of JeHovan is asa strong tower, 
whoso runneth into it is safe. Prophets, apostles, 
evangelists, with one accord, point to the sanctuary, 
saying, “ This is the way, walk ye in it.” “ Turn 
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*€ ye tothe strong hold, ye prisoners of hope.” Here 
is “ an highway”— the wayfaring men, though 
* fools, shall not err therein.” The Saviour him- 
self proclaims, “ Look to me and be ye saved.” 
 Tiim that cometh unto me I will in nowise cast 
out.” 

~The very act of flying from “ the avenger of 
* blood,” argued a consciousness of criminality and 
an apprehension of danger: and the course directed 
to a city of refuge indicated a knowledge of its ap- 
pointment, and of the privileges pertaining to it. 
{n this we behold the character of the convinced, 
penitent sinner, condemned of his own conscience, 
stripped of every plea of self righteousness, alarmed 
with the terrors of the * wrath to come,” encouraged 
by the declarations of the mercy of God in Christ, 
appeclnading salvation in no other,” perceiving 
no way to escape but this, he flees “ for refuge to 
Jay hold of the hope set before him,” even to “ Him 
 whu is mighty to save” to that “blood which 
+ speaketh better things than the blood of Abel,” 
to * the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of 
* the world ;” sayiug, in the words of the Psalmist, 
* O Lord, thou art my refuge—return unto thy rest, 
 O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
“ winh thee."—In Jehovah alone have I rightcouse 
© ness and strength ;” “ he is also become my salva. 
§ tion.” 

The safety of the man-slayer depended, not on 
being arrived at, but on remaining in the city of 
his refuge. To Icave it prematurely was as fatal 
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as to be overtaken on the way that led toit. The 
grace of the Gospel, in like manner, is extended, 
not to him who, convinced of sin, and trembling with 
apprehension of judgment to come, has fled for re- 
fuge to the great Propitiation for sin, but to him 
who abidethin Christ. As there is a “ believing to 
* the saving of the soul:” so there isa “ drawing 
* back unto perdition :” and “no man having put 
“his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
“ for the kingdom of God.” Tfence the solemn in- 
junction and warning of Christ himself, “ Abide 
“in me, and Fin you"—“ if a man abide not in 
“ me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered : 
* and men gather them, an‘ cast thew: into the fire, 
“and they are burned.” “Je that endureth unto 
“the end, the same shall be saved.” The Great 
Apostle and Tigh Priest of our profession “ lives 
* gor ever; there is therefore no more going out:” 
—In returning and rest shall we be saved, in 
“ quietness and confidence shell be our strength.” 
—The sanctuary provided and opened, equally 
for the distressed Israelite and for “ the stranger,” 
is a happy prefiguration of the indiscriminating 
merey, the unlimited extension of the gospel salva- 
tion. “In Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Ciiist. For 
“He is our peace, whohath made both one, and 
* hath broken down the middle wal! of partition be- 
tween us."—He “came and preached peace to 
you which were far off, and to them that were 
nigh; and through him, we both have an access 
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by one Spirit unto the Father.” The Gospel of 
Christ is the power of God unto salvation, to every 
“one that believeth, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greck.” It announces “ glory, honour, and 
* peace, to cyery man that worketh good, te the 
s¢ Jow fiest, and also to the Gentile.” “ For there 
* is no respect of persons with God.” Blessed dis- 
pensation, which hath abolished ull invidious dis- 
tinction: ! “* where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
‘¢ cireunicision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scy- 
« thian, bond nor frez, bat Christ is all, and in all!” 
Who art thou then, O man, who “ judgest thy bro- 
“ther? or why do.t then set at nought thy brother?” 
He is a aac Tike oe a criminal as thou art; 
for him als» Christ iced, and for his admission, as 
for J4ine, the door of murcy stauds open, the city 
of refuge strengt! ens its wells, expands its gates. ~~ 

Teouch de with sg geting a few hints, which will 
serve ty evince the glorious superiority of the object 
red, uves the z.gure; of “ the very image of 
“us things,” above *€ the shadow of good things 
“to come.”—The institution under review was a 
provision for one particular specics of offence and 
distress, aad for a case which could occur but in rarer 
instances, Tadeed ihe whole history of Israel far- 
nishes not a single onc. But the provisions of the 
* better covenant—established upon better pro- 
“ mises,” extend to every species, and to every in- 
stance of guilt and misery. They are made not 
only for the heedless and the unfortunate, the weak 
and the helpless, but for the stout-hearted and pre- 
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sumptuous, for detibcrate offenders end back- 
children, for the very chief of sinners. WW tever, U 
man, be thy peculiar “ weigut, and the Ja tat 
“doth more easily beset thes” whee. » “Le 
“ plague of thine heart.” or the error ef thy hit, 
behold “ help laid for ‘hee on Gre v sity to 
© save.” “ Behold the Laan of God, taat taketh 
ary OG aceept 








* away the sin of the w~. 7" 
his kind invitation, “ Coun to ine, ad ye that labour 
“and are iwavy laden, and Iwill give you rest.” 
“ Look to me and be saved all the ends of the 
“earth.” “ Him that come [ will in nowise 
cast out.”—The cities of Israel served as,a teinpo- 
rary reprieve from a sentence of death, which, 
though the hand of the “ avenger” was restrained, 
the hand of nature was speedily to execute. The 
man-slayer might be overtakea by it in the very 
city of his refuge. But the believer's security under 
the Gospel never fails, never terminates. Ile is 
* passed from death unto tife;” ke “ shall never 
“ perish.” There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Christ Jesus.” “ Who shall Jay any thing 
“ to the charge of God's clect? It is God that jus. 
“ tifieth : Who is he that condemmueth? Et is Clurist 
* that died, yea rather that is risen again."—* I give 
“ unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand: my 
“ Father which gave them me is greater t'ian all, 
“ and none is able to pluck them out of my Fatle:'s 
“ hand.”—-Under the law the death of the high 
priest, the final era of release to the men-s'ayer, was 
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an event entirely casual, often distant, always un- 
certain. Under the Gospel, that death which is the 
sinner’s deliverance, the soul's ransom, is an event 
for ever present, perpetually producing its effect. 
Christ, “ by one offering, hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified.” “This man, because 
he continucth ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
“ hood.” 

“ We ought, therefore, to give the more earnest 
* heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
* any time we let them slip.” For if the intentional 
murderer was to be dragged from God’s altar, to 
suffer the punishment of his crime; and if the man- 
slayer, who despised and neglected his refuge, fell a 
just sacrifice to the resentment of “ the avenger of 
“ blood,” and to his own presumption and neglect 
of the merciful ordinance of God ; “ How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” “ He 
‘that despised Moses’ law died without mercy, 
“ under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer 
“ punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
*€ worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
“wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
** and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” 
—* For if we sin wilfully, after that we have receiv- 
“ ed the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
“ more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful look- 
“ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which 
s¢ shall devour the adversaries. It is a fearful thing 
* to fall into the hands of the living God.” Heb. x. 
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48, 29.—26, 27-31. ‘ Seek ye the Lord while 
“he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
“near. Let the wicked forsake his way, end the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
* unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon hin, 
* and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 
Is. lv. 6, 7. “ Behold, now is the accepted time; 
“ behold, now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. vi- 
2. “Return, ye backeliding children, and I will 
“heal your backslidings; behold, we come unto 
thee, for thou art the Lord our God. Truly in 
‘vain is salvation looked for from the hills, and 
“from the multitude of mountains: truly in the 
“ Lord our God is the salvation of Israel.” Jer. iii. 
22, 23, 
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LECTURE XXIII. 


DEUT.L 3. 


and it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, 
on the first day of the month, that Moses epake unto the 
children of Israel, according unto all that the Lord had 
given him in commandment unto them. 


“ Where is that thrift, that avarice of time, 
“ O glorious avarice! thought of death inspires?” 
youne. 


BEHOLD this honourable thrift, this glorious 
avarice, exemplifed i in that most aniable and excel« 
lent of mankind, Moses, the man of God, who 
has condescended to be so long our instructor and 
our guide. He is now in the last fhonth of his 
earthly existence; he is “ ready to be offered up; 
“the time of his departure is at hand ;” and an il- 
lustrious instance his last days exhibit, of how 
much may be done in a little time. Within the 
compass of that month, that little month, all the 
words of this book were spoken in the ears of Israel, 
and were committed to writing. The decree, the 
irrevérsible decree had gone férth, he knew that he 
must dié; he therefore sets himself to redeem the 
time, and seeing his days are now few, not one of 
them shall be spent in vain. 

The tide which carried him along to the world 
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of spirits is hastening to finish our coutse, to add 
us to the number of those who were, but are no 
more. Another month, ¢ little month, must clove 
our review of the life and writings of Moses. A 
still shorter period may close our worldly career; 
and when we part, it is to meet no more, till “ the 
“ dead, small and great, stand before God.” Let 
us then seize the moments as they fly, and redcem 
onr time. Let us drink into the spirit of Moses, 
and learn of him how to live, and how to die. 

We see here a mau living cheerfully, living use« 
fully to the last. Two different and indeed opposite 
feelings are apt to betray men into the same prac- 
tical error, that of mispending their time, and 
neglécting their opportunities—the confidence of 
living long on the one hand—the near prospect 
of death on the other. What we imagine it is in 
our power to do when we please, we are in great 
danger of never doing at all; and we feel the re- 
morse of occasion for ever lost, ere we are well 
awake from the dream of a season continually at our 
disposal; and it is but too common, when thus 
overtaken, disconcerted, and confused, to give up 
our work in despair. Having much to do, and the 
time being short, we sit down, and lament our folly, 
and do nothing. Presumption betrays us to-day, . 
diffidence and despondency destroy ns to-mosrow. 

But in the last week of Moscs’s life, we discover 
nothing of the indecent hurry of a man conscious 
of neglect, and eager to repair it. He neither runs 
nor Ioiters; but walks with the steadiness and dig- 
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nity of one whose strength is as his day; who has 
alabour prescribed, and ability to perform it. In 
his youth we have a pattern of generosity, and pub- 
lic spirit, and courage, and greatness of mind ; in 
his manhood, of wisdom, of diligence, of persever- 
ance, of fidelity; and now in his old age of calm- 
ness, of devotion, of superiority to the world, of 
heavenly-mindedness, 

Observe the excellency of his spirit, at this pe- 
riod, alittle more particularly. He set a proper value 
upon life. He desired its continuance with the 
feelings natural to a man, he prized it as the gift of 
God, as the precious season of acting for God, of 
observing and improving the ways of his providence, 
of doing good to men, of preparation for eternity. 
He prayed for its prolongation, without fearing its 
end; and he thereby reproves that rashness which 
exposes life to unnecessary danger, that intempe- 
rance which wastes and shortens, that indolence and 
listlessness which dissipate it; and that vice and im- 
piety which clothe death with terror. 

In Moses we have a bright example of genuine - 
patriotism. ‘That most respectable quality appeared 
in him carly, and shone most conspicuously at the 
last.‘ When he was come to years, he refused to 
‘be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter: choosing 
‘rather to suffer affliction with fhe people of God, 
‘than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” 
Neb. xi. 24,25. For Israel's sake he was willing to 
encounter a thousand dangers, to endure a thousand 
hardships. For them he braved the wrath of a 
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king, sacrificed his ease, consented to be blotted 
out of God’s book. For them he laboured, fasted, 
prayed; in their service was his life spent, and his 
dying breath was poured out in pronouncing bless- 
ings upon them. If it went well with Israel, he 
eared not what became of himself. Their unkind- 
ness and ingratitude excited no resentment in his 
breast, When they rebelled he was grieved, when 
they were threatened he trembled, when they suf- 
fered he bled, when they were healed he rejoiced. 
O how his temper and conduct reprove that pride, 
which perpetually aims at aggrandizing itself, which 
must have every thing bend and yicld to it, which 
is ready to sacrifice thousands to its own humour or 
advantage; that selfishness which grasps all, sets 
every thing to sale, and refuses to be ashamed. 

The generosity and disinterestedness of Moses 
eminently adorned the close of his life. IIe was a 
father, and kad all the feelings of that tender rela- 
tion. It was natural for him to wish and expect 
that his sous should be distinguished after his death, 
should be the heirs of his honour, and should 
succeed to his authority. An ordinary man would 
have been disposed to employ the power which he 
possessed to build up, to enrich, to ennoble his own 
family : but the will of God was declared. Joshua 
was the choice of Heaven ; Joshua, his servant, one 
of another family, of another tribe. In the appoint- 
ment Moses rejoices, he adopts Joshua as his son, 
as his associate; he secs him rise with compla- 
gency, puts his honour upon him: and thereby ex. 
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. ‘pases toshame that littleness of soul which enviously 
Fepresces rising merit, that vice of age which can 
discern nothing wise and good in the young; that 
tenaciousness of power which would communicate 
no advantage with another. 

What anxiety does the good man discover that 
Isract should act wisely, and go on prosperously 
after his death! There is no end to his admonitions 
and instructions. By word, by writing, by insinua- 
tion, by authority, ia the spirit of meekness, of 
Jove, of parental care, he cautions, he warns, be 
remonstrates. Men naturally love to be missed, to 
be inquired after, to be longed for; but it was the 
delight of Moses in his departing moments, that 
his place was already supplied, that the congregation 
would not miss their leader, that Joshua should 
happily accomplish what he had happily begun. 
Selfish men enjoy the prospect of the disorder and 
mischief which their departure may ocagsion. Moses 
foresaw the revolt of Isreel after his decease, and it 
was the grief and bitterness of his heart, 

In Moses we have an instructive instance of that 
continuance in well-doing, that perseverance unto 
the ead, which finds a duty for every day, for every 
hour; which accounts nothing done, so long as any 
thing remains to be done, which cheerfully spends 
and is spent for the service pf God, and for the 
good of mankind. Age is ready to put in its claim, 
when honour is expected, and advantage te be repped ;' . 
end is as ready to plead its exemption when service 
is required, when denger is to be encountered, end 
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hardship to be undergone. Bht while Moses dis. 
covers the utmost readiness to share with another the 
emolument and respect of his office, the trouble and 
fatigne of it he with equal cheerfulness undertakes 
and supports to the very last.. 

In the whole of his temper and conduct, we have 
ah ensample which at once admonishes, reproves, and 
encoutages us. May we not, after considering the 
noble and excellent spirit which he discovered 
through the course and at the close of life, contem~ 
plate the probable state of his mind in reviewing 
the past, and in surveying the prospect before him : 
both affording unspeakable comfort, but neither 
wholly exempted from pain. 

* Pleasant it must have been to reflect, 1. On his 
miraculous preservation in infancy. ‘Po what 
“ dangers was I then exposed? Doomed to perish 
by the sword from my mother’s womb. Concealed 
“ by fond parents for three months at the peril of 
“ their life, as well as of my own. Committed at 
.* length to the merciless stream, a prey to manifold 
*¢ death—the roaring tide, hunger, the monsters of 
“the river, contending which should destroy me. 
* But J was precious in the sight of God. No plague 
“ came nigh me; nocvil befell me. The daughter of 
* the tyrant saved me from’the rage of the tyrant, 
* The house of Pharaoh became my sanctuary. The 
* munificence of a princess recompensed the offices 
* of maternal tenderness. I knew not then to whom 
« T-was indebted for protection, from what source 
. S-my pomforts flowed: Let age and conscionsness 
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“ acknowledge with wonder and gratitude the 
* benefits conferred on infant helplessness and in- 
* firmity; let my dying breath utter His praise, 
“‘ who preserved me from perishing as soon as F 
“ began to breathe.” 

2. May we not suppose the holy man of God, by 
an easy transition, passing on to meditate on deli- 
verance from still greater danger, danger that 
threatened his moral life—the snares of a court? 
“ Flattered and caressed as the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, brought up in all the learning of the 
«“ Egyptians, having all the treasures in Egypt at 
“ my command, at an age when the passions, which 
“ war against the soul, are all aftoat—what risk did 
“ [run of forgetting myself, of forgetting my peo- 
* ple, of forgetting my God? But the grace of the 
“ Most High prevented me. I endured as seeing 
“ him who is invisible. I refused to be called the 
“ son of Pharaoh's daughter. 1 was not ashamed 
“to be known for a son of Israel. I went out to 
“ see the burdens of my brethren, I had compas- 
“ sion on them, and comforted them; not fearing 
“ the wrath of a king, 1 smote him that did the 
“ wrong, and saved the oppressed. I chose rather 
* to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
“to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. ¥ 
“esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches 
“ than the treasures in Egypt. To God I com- 
“ mitted myself; and my virtue, my religion, my 
“ honour, my inward peace were preserved.” 

3, What satisfaction must it have yielded Moses 
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in reviewing his life, to reflect on his having been 
made the honoured instrument, in the hand of 
Providence, for effecting the deliverance of an 
oppressed people? I found Israel labouring, “ groan- 
“ing, expiring in the furnace. I beheld the tears 
of them that were oppressed, and they had no 
* comforter : and on the side of their oppressors 
“ there was power, but they had no comforter. 
“ Their cry reached Heaven. He who made them 
“ had mercy upon them. He was pleased to choose 
« me out of all the myriads of Israel, to bring them 
“out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
“ bondage. He taught my stammering tongue to 
* speak plainly. He said to my fearful heart, Be 
strong. He armed me with his potent rod; and 
* subjected the powers of nature to my command, 
“The oppressor was crushed in his turn, and 

the oppressed went out free, full, and triumph- 
“ant. And to me, even unto me, it was given 
“to conduct this great, difficult, dangerous, glo- 
“rious enterprize; and Heaven crowned it with 
 guccess.” 

4. How pleasing must it have been to reflect that 
the Spirit of God had employed him to communicate 
80 much valuable knowledge to mankind! “ To me 
‘was this grace given, to trace nature up to its 
* source ; to ascend from son to father, up to the 
“ general parent of the humen race; to rescue from 
« oblivion the ages beyond the flood, and to reseue 
departed worth from oe eee ee ees. 
' VOR - 2c 
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* By me these venerable men, though dead, speak 
* and instruct the world. By me the being and per- 
“ fections, the works and ways, the laws and de- 
“ signs of the Great Supreme stand unfolded ; the 
plain and progress of his Providence, the system 
“ of Nature, the dispensation of Grace. To my 
‘© writings shall ages and generations resort for the 
« knowledge of events past, and for the promises 
and predictions of greater events yet to come. 
“ The Spirit of the Loup spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue, and the word of the Lonp 
“ endureth for ever.” 

5. What delight must it have afforded, in re- 
viewing the past, to revive the memory of com- 
munion with God, of exalted intercourse with 
the Father of Spirits! ‘* Blessed retirement from 
“ the noise of the world and the strife of tongues} 
“ solitude infinitely more delicious than all society! 
“ wilderness of Horeb, school of wisdom, scene of 
“ calm and unmixed joy, in thee I learned to com- 
“ mune with my own heart, I forgot the sensual, 
“ unsatisfying delights of Egypt, observed the glo- 
ries of Nature, contemplated the wonders of Pro- 
* yidence, enjoyed the visions of the Almighty ! 
“ Happy days, when I tended the flocks of Jethro, 
“ obeyed the dictates of inspiration, and conversed 
“with my heavenly Father, as a man with his 
“friend! I saw him in flaming yet unconsuming 
“ fire; 1 heard his vice from the midst of the 
* burning bush, my feet stood upon holy ground. 
And thou, sacred summit of Sinai, where the 
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“ Most High imparted to me the counsels of his 
*¢ will; supernaturally sustained the feeble, mortal 
“ frame ; irradiated my soul with the communications 
* of his love, and my countenance with beams of 
“light, how can I forget thee, and the forty hal- 
lowed days passed on thee, in converse more sub- 
* lime than ever before fell to the lot of humanity! 
“ To thee, sacred structure, reared according to the 
“ pattern showed me,in the mount, to thee I look in 
“ rapturous recollection! Thou wert my refuge in 
“thé hour of danger. In thee the assurances of 
“ divine favour and support compensated, extin- 
“ guished the unkindness of man. How often hast 
“ thou been to me a heaven upon earth !” 

—But a retrospective view of life must have pre- 
sented to Moses many objects painful and humi- 
liating ; and bitter recollections must have mingled 
themselves with the swcet.—The repeated defections 
of a stiff-necked and gainsaying people, whom no 
kindness could melt, no threatenings deter, no 
promise animate, no calamity subdue: a people 
who had requited the care of Heaven with reiter- 
ated, unprovoked rebellions; and his own labours of 
love, with hatred, insult, and ingratitude.— Painful 
it must have been to think, that he had survived 2 
whole people, endcared to him by every strong, by 
every tender tie: that he had been gradually dying 
for forty years together, in e condemned, devoted 
race, which melted away before his eyes in the wil- 
derness : that with his own band he had stripped 
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Aaron his brother of his pontifical garments, and 
closed his eyes. Painful to reflect on his own errors 
and imperfections—his criminal neglect of God's 
covenant, which had nearly cost him his life : his 
sinful delay and reluctance to accept the divine com- 
mission appointing him the deliverer of Israel; the 
hastiness of his spirit in defacing the work of God, 
by dashing the tables of the law to the ground, and 
breaking them in pieces ; the impatience of his tem- 
per, the unadvisedness of his lips, the unguarded- 
nesa of his conduct at the waters of Strife, which 
drew down displeasure on his head, and irreversibly 
doomed him to death. This uneasy retrospect 
would naturally lead to prospects as uneasy and 
distressing.—The time of his departure is at hand ; 
the body must speedily be dissolved, and the dust 
return to the carth as it was. Against bis admis 
sion Canaan is fenced es with a wall of fire, ands 
distant glimpse must supply the room of possession, 
and another man must finish his work. Besides the 
natural horror of death, there was mingled in that 
bitter cup, a particular sense of personal offence and 
of fatherly displeasure as inflicting it. Israel too, 
he foresaw, would after his decease revolt more and 
more, and call down the judgments of Heaven, and 
forfeit the promised inheritance—and this was to 
him the bitterness of death. 
But by what brighter prospects was this gloom 
relieved, and the darkness of the valley of the sha- 
death illuminated! He saw the promise of 
4 hastening to its accomplishment. The “ land 
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flowing with milk and honey” was fully in view. 
The time, the set time was now come; and what 
powers of nature could prevent the purpose of Hea- 
ven from taking effect? «« O Lord, thou art faithful 
“ and true; Do now as thou hast said.” “ Lord, 
“ now lettest thou thy seroant depart in peace, ac- 
* cording to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation. I have fought a good fight, I have 
“ finished my course, I have kept the faith. My 
* master is dismissing me from painful service; I 
* shall rest from my labours; I shall receive the 
“crown. I am passing from the imperfect, inter- 
“ rupted communion of an earthly sanctuary, to the 
“ pure, exalted, uninterrupted, everlasting commu- 
* nications of the heavenly state. I shall see God 
“©as heise. I shall be changed into the same image. 
* Ishall be ever with the Lord. I shall shine in 
* his likeness.—I shall be added, united to the as- 
“‘ sembly of the faithful; to the venerable men of 
“ whom I wrote, to Abel the first martyr to the truth, 
“to Enoch, who walked with God, to Noah, the 
“ preacher of righteousness, to Abraham, who be- 
* tieved, and was called the friend of God, to Jo- 
“ seph, whose bones are now at length to rest in the 
“ Land of Promise, to Aaron, my brother by nature, . 
“ by affection, in offence, in hope.—With the natu- 
“yal eye I behold the fertile plains of an earthly 
Canaan: but by the eyeof faith I descry another 
“ country, that is, an heavenly ; watered with the 
“ pure river of the water of life, where grow the 
* trees of life, whose leaves are for the healing of 
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* the nations: where there is no more death, My 
*§ brethren, I die, but God will surely visit you.— 
“ There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 
“ sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and unto him 
« shall the gathering of the people be—The Lorn 
thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet, from 
“ the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me: 
unto him shall ye hearken. In the Lonp shall 
* all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory. 
“In Abraham’s seed shall all the nations of the 
“earth be blessed—Mortality is swallowed up of 
* life; O Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, 
“where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, who 
“ giveth us the victory." 

—— Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
“ let my last end be like his."”—‘ Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright : for the end of that 
§* man is peace.” 
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LECTURE XXIV. 


DEUT, XXXI. 1-8. 


And Moses went and spake these words untoall Israel. And he 
said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this 
day : Icam nomore go out and come in; sieq the Lord hath 
saidunto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan, The 
Lord thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will de- 
stroy these nations from before thee, and thou shalt possess 
them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the Lord 
hath said. 


"THE last words and the last actions of eminent 
men are remembered, repeated, recorded with a 
mournful pleasure. We listen with -peculiar atten- 
tion to those lips, which are to speak to us no more: 
and the man, and the words, which we neglected 
while there was a prospect of their continuing longer 
with us, we prize, we cleave to, and wish to retain, 
when they are about to be taken away from us. In- 
deed we discover the value of nothing, till we are 
threatened with or feel the want of it; and we 
awake’to a sense of the happiness which we have pos- 
sessed, by the bitter reflection that it is gone from us 
for ever. 

Farewell addresses serve to rouse both the epeaker 
and the hearers, That man is led to weigh well 
those words which he is to have no future opportu- 
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nity of altering or amending. His eyes, his 
voice, his turn of thought, his expression, alt will 
be influenced by the solemnity of his situation ; and 
what he feels himself, he will certainly communi- 
cate to others. Wherefore is not every address con- 
sidered in this light; as a last, farewell, dying 
speech? It may be so in truth; and if it were 
frnown to be so, would our attention be so distract- 
ed, our spirit so careless; would our language be 
thus cold, our zeal thus languid? Attend, my dear 
friends and fellow mortals. This is, beyond all 
controversy, to some of us, the last opportunity of 
the kind. The sound of this voice shall never again 
meet all those ears in one place. J¢ may be for 
ever silenced ; each of them may be for ever closed, 
and the ordinary tide of human affairs must certainly 
scatter this night persoms who are never more to 
re-assemble, till that day when the whole human 
race shall be gathered together in one great 
multitude. 

‘Weare come hither te ponder thy ving words, 
Moses, and to gird up our loins, and follow thee. 

This whole book may be considered as a series of 
powerfal, pathetic, and tender addresses, delivered 
at different times, within the compass of tha 
last month of his life, by Moses to Israel, in the 
near and certain prospect of dissolution, Art has 
attempted to divide it into so many several distinct 
heads or branches, forming together 2 completa 
pody of instractios, wonderfully edapted to the 
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occasion, and powerfully enforced upon the minds 
of the hearers by the death of their Teacher, which . 
immediately followed. 

The first great branch is a succinct and animated 
historical detail of the conduct of the Divine Provi- 
dence towards them and their fathers, during the 
Jast forty years, commencing with their departure 
out of Horeb, and containing an account of their 
successive movements and encampings. A recapi- 
tulation of the recent events of their own lives, and 
of what had befallen their immediate predecessors, 
was obviously calculated to excite emotions suitable 
to their present condition. A complete generation 
of men had melted away before their cyes under the 
divine displeasure! Every removal, every encamp- 
ment was marked by the death of multitudes, who 
had fallen, not by the sword of the enemy, but were 
cut off by the flaming sword of divine justice, and 
were not suffered to enter into the land promised to 
their fathers, “ because of unbelicf.” 

They saw in this at once the mercy and faithful- 
ness, ie justice and severity of God. Israel was 
atill preserved, but every single offender had died 
the death, The covenant made with Abraham and 
with’ his seed stood firm, though they were threat. 
ened with utter extermination in Egypt, and were ao- 
tually exterminated in the wilderness, The possession 
of Canaan was made sure to that chosen race, but 
not one of the murmurers at Kadesh-barnea wes per- 
mitted to survive the threatened destruction. By an 
example that came so closely home to the breast 
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and bosom of every man, all were admonished of the 
absolute security and infallible success of trusting in 
God, and of following the leadings of his providence ; 
all were warned of the guilt and danger of disobe- 
dience and distrust. 

We see in this the reason why so great a pro- 
portion of the sacred oracles is delivered in the form 
of history. A fact makes its way directly to the 
heart, it is easily remembered and readily applied. 
It requires depth of understanding and closeness 
of attention to comprehend a doctrine, and to 
draw the proper inferences from it; but “the way- 
“ faring man, though a fool,” can discern the mean- 
ing, and feels the force of a plain tale of truth, and 
the recollection of yesterday becomes a lesson of con- 
duct for to-diy. 

2dly. This valedictory address of Moses con- 
sists of a recapitulation of the laws moral, ceremo- 
nial, political, and military, which he had already 
delivered to them in the name of God. On this 
account, the division of the Pentateuch under con- 
sideration has obtained the name of Mischn¥ Thora, 
translated by the Seventy, Deuteronomy, that is, 
the second law, or a repetition of the law. The 
men were dead who heard the voice of God speak~ 
ing these tremendous words from Sinai. The men 
of the present generation were unborn, or but emerg- 
ing from childhood, when that fiery dispensation 
was given: but its obligation was eternal and un- 
changeable. Providence therefore directed it to be 
rehearsed aloudtin the ears of the generation follow+ 
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ing, by the voice of a dying man, and to be by him 
left recorded in lasting cheracters, for the instruc. 
tign of every future age. What was local and tem- 
porary of this dispensation has passed away: what 
was immutable and universal remains in all its force 
and importance ; and shall continue, though heaven 
and earth were dissolved. — 

There ix one law which Moses, in the prospect 
of death, presses with peculiar earnestness, as he 
knew it to be of special importance, and was bat 
too well aequainted with the violent, the almost ir. 
resistible propensity of his auditory to infringe it~~ 
the law which prohibited and proscribed idolatry, 
that crime of complex enormity, against which the 
voice of the Eternal had uttered so many thunders, 
and which had brought on Israel so many grievous 
plagues. Nothing can be more energetical than 
the exftressions he employs to expose the guilt and 
danger of this offence against God, nothing more 
dreadful than the judgments which he denounces 
against those who should contract it themselves, 
or prefffine to decoy others into that odious prac~ 
tice. He leaves them destitute of every thing like 
a pretext for following the nations in this im- 
piety dnd absurdity, by calling to the recollection 
of those who were witnesses of the awful scene, and 
urging upon the consciences of those who were since 
born, * that there was no manner of similitude on 
“ the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horeb, 
out of the midst of the fire,” Deut. xiv. 35; that 
therefore to pretend to imitate what ‘hever was seen, 
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what cannot be seen, was at once ridiculous folly, 
and daring impious presumption. He solemnly en> 
joins that the tenderest and most respectable ties of 
nature should be disregarded in the case of those 
who should dare to set the example of violating the 
divine will in this respect; that the most intimate 
friends and nearest relations should become strange 
and hateful, if they presumed, by precept or by 
practice, 10 countenance this transgression. His 
own emphatic language will best express his mean- 
ing, and will show with what oppressive weight the 
subject lay upon his heart. “ If thy brother, the 
* gon of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, 
“ or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is 
as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let 
us go and serve other gods, (which thou hast not 
“ known, thou, nor thy fathers ;—namely, of the 
* gods of the people which are round about you, 
“nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the 
“one end of the earth cven unto the other end of 
“ the earth,) thou shalt not consent unto him, nor 
“theatken unto Kim; neither shall thine Re pity' 
“him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt 
“thou conceal him. But thou shalt surely kill 
“him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put 
* him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the 
“people. And thou shalt stone him with stones 
“that he die; because he has sought to thrast thee 
away from the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
“ bondage. Aid all Israel shall hegr, and fear, 
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* and sball do no more any such wickedness as this 
“is, among you.” Deut. xiii, 611. And again, 
Jf there be found among you within any of thy 
** gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man 
‘or woman that hath wrought wickedness in the 
* sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his 
covenant, and hath gone and served other gods, 
* and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, 
“orany of the host of heaven, which I have not 
“ commanded; and*it be told thee, and thou hast 
“ heard of it, and inquired diligently, and behold, 
“it be true, and the thing certain, that such 
abomination is wrought in Israel; then shalt 
“ thou bring forth that man or that woman (which 
« have committed that wicked thing) unto thy gates, 
* even that man, or that woman, and shall stone 
* them with stones, till they die. - At the mouth 
*¢ of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is 
** worthy of death be put to death ; b»« 1 the mouth 
* of one witness he shall not be put t. death. The 
« hands of the witnesses shall be fir + upon him to 
put Wm to death, and afterward tie han 
“ the people: so thou shalt put the evil away 
“among you.” Deut. xvii, 2—7 ~ 

Did‘we not know, that “the heart . deceitful above 
“ all things, and desperately wicked :” Did we wot 
know by fatal experience, that there is no absurdity 
too gross for men to adopt, no impiety too daring 
for them to commit, we should be astonished to 
think that the enactment of such laws should ever 
have been necessany ; that having been enacted, there 
should be occasion to explain and enforce them by 
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# many awful sanctions, and that notwithstauding, 
in defiance of sanctions so formidable, any should 
have been found bold enough to transgress. —__ 
Sdly. Moses labours in this, his last discourse, 
to establish the importance and necessity of know- 
ing the divine law, and for that end of making it 
the subject of continual :study and meditation. 
Every son of Israel must daily employ himeelf in 
the reading of it. The young must not plead ex- 
emption on account of his youth, nor the old plead 
the privilege of age. No closeness of application 
to secular business, no eagerness to prosecute a jour- 
hey, no eminence of rank and station, no not the 
state and necessary duties of royalty itself, must 
pretend to claim a dispensation from the superior 
obligations of the law of the Most High. “ These 
“ words,” says he, “ which I command thee this 
“day, shall be in thine heart. And thou shalt 
“teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
“shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

id thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
“eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts 
“ of thy house, and on thy gates.” Dent. vi. 6— 
9. “And it shall be,” speaking of the duty and 
office of the king who might hereafter be chosen to 
reign over God’s people of Israel, “ when he sitteth 
upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall 
write bim 2 copy of this law in a book, out of 
* thet which is before the priests the Levites. And 
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* it shall be with him, and he shall read therein alt 
“ the days of his life; that he may learn to fear the 
* Lord his God, to keep all the words of this law, 
« and these statutes, ta do them: that his heart be 
“ not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn 
* not aside from the commandment, to the right 
“ hand or to the left: to the end that he may pro- 
* Jong his days in his kingdom; he, and his chil- 
dren in the midst of Israel.” Deut. xvii. 18—20. 

Some of the Rabbtas accordingly pretend that 
Mosegy with his own hand, transcribed thirteen 
copies of the Deuteronomy, one for each of the 
twelve tribes, and one to be laid up till the time of 
electing a king should arrive, to be given him to 
transcribe for his private and particular use. 

Athly. Moses displays, with eingular akill and 
address, the motives suggested from their peculiar 
circumstances, to make the law of God the object 
of their veneration, and the rule of their conduct; 
such as, first, These laws all issue from the love of 
God as their source, and converge towards it as 
their céntre. Their great aim and end is, to en 
gage us to love, with spreme affection, a God, 
who is supremely amiable and excellent. “ And 
* now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require 
* of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and tp love him, and to serve the 
“ Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
“thy soul, ‘to keep the commandments of the 
“ Lord, and his statutes which I command thee 
this day for thy good? Behold the heaven, and 
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* the heaven of heavens, is the Lord’s thy God, the 
“earth also, with all that therein is. Only the 
“Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them, 
“ and he chose their seed after them, even you, above 
“ all people, as it is this day.” Deut.x. 12—15. 

A second motive to obedience is, That the obser. 
vance of the laws has a native tendency to procure 
and to preserve both public and private felicity ; 
to make them respectable in the eyes of the mations, 
and thereby to ensure their tranquillity. ‘“ Behold, 
“ I have taught you,” says he, “ statutes and judg- 
** ments, even as the Lord my God commanded 
“* me, that ye should do so, in the land whither ye 
“ go to possess it. Keep therefore, and do them, 
* for this is your wisdom, and your understanding in 
“the sight of the nations, who shall hear all these 
“statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a 
+ wise and understanding people. For what nation 
‘ is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, 
* as the Lord our God is in all things that we call 
* upon him for? And what nation is there so great, 
“ chat hath statutes and judgments so righteous, as 
“all this law which I set before you this day?” 
Deut. iv. 5—8. 

Thirdly, The laws prescribed were imposed on 
them by a Being who had lavished miracles of 
mercy and goodness upon them and their fathers, 
and stood engaged to be a covenant God to their 
posterity to the latest generations. ‘ For ask now 
“ of the days that are past, which were before thee, 
“since the dey that God created man upon the 
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*€ earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto 
“the other, whether there hath been any such 
“ thing aa this great thing is, or hath been heard 
“like it? Did ever people hear the voice of God 
* speaking out of the midst of the fire, es thou 
“ hast heard, and live? Or hath God essayed to go 
“ and take him a nation from the midst of another 
“ nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, 
“and by war, avd by a mighty hand, and by 
‘© a stretched-out arm, and by great terrors, accord+ 
“ing te all that the Lord your God did for you in 
«* Egypt before youreyes? Untothee it was showed, 
* that thou mightest know that the Lord he is God; 
“ there is none else besides him. Out of heaven he 
“ made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct 
* thee; and upon earth he showed thee his great 
* fire, and thou heardest his words out of the midst 
“ of the fire.” Deat. iv, 32—36. : 
Ina word, the laws of God are in themselves just 
end reasonable, plain and intelligible ; accommo- 
dated to the nature and faculties of man, and they 
carry their own wisdom and utility engraven on 
their forehead. “ For this commandment which I 
* command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, 
“ neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou 
“ shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, 
“ and bring it unto as, that we may hear it, and do 
“it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thon 
 shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and 
* bring it unto us, that we may hear it and do it? 
VOL, Hf. - 2D 
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s¢ But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
“ and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.” Deut. 
xxx. ll—l4. — +’ : 

Moses, while be thus forcibly inculcates the 
motives of obedience, motives inspired and pressed 
by ever tender, by every awful consideration, finds 
himself under the unpleasant necessity of venting 
his heart in the keenest reproaches of that highly 
favoured but rebellious nation, for their perverseness 
and ingratitude; he deplores, in the bitterness of 
his soul, the instability and transitoriness of their 
good motions and purposes, their fatal proneness to 
revolt, the inconceivable rapidity of their vibrations 
from virtue to vice. That exquisitely beautiful and 
pathetic song with which he closes his tender expos- 
tulation, and which contains a striking abridgment 
of this whole addresa, consists in a great measure of 
just and severe, yet affectionate upbraidings and re- 
monstrances upon their past conduct. “They have 
‘ corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of 
“his children; they are a perverse and crooked 
* generation. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
“ foolish people and unwise? is not he thy Father 
‘that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, 
and established thee?” Deut. xxxit. 5, 6. 

Finally, this long, this instructive, this powerful 
farewell Sermon of the man of God, contains pre- 
dictions clear, pointed, and strong, of the fearful 
judgments which should overtake that sinful people, 
and involve them and their posterity in utter de- 
struction.—Many learned men, and not without the 
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greatest appearance of reason, have supposed that 
the spirit of prophecy by the mouth of Moses has 
foretold the final dissolution of the Jewish govern- 
ment, and exhibited their dispersed, reproachful, 
despised state to this day, until the time of their 
restoration to the divine favour, and of their re- 
establishment under the bond of the new and ever- 
Jasting covenant, “ a covenant established on better 
* promises, ordered i in all things and sure.” This 
idea seems justified by the following similar pro- 
phetic denunciations. “ Of the Rock that begat 
thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God 
‘© that formed thee. And when the Lord saw it, he 
“ abhorred thenif because of the provoking of his 
“sons, and of bis daughters. And he said, I will 
“ hide my face from them, I will see what their end. 
“ shall be: for they are a very froward generation, 
* children in whom is no faith. They have moved 
“ me to jealousy with that which is not God; they 
‘have provoked me to anger with their vanities : 
« and I will move them to jealousy with those which 
“are not a people, I will provoke them to anger 
“ with a foolish nation. For a fire is kindled in 
‘* my anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, 
“and shall consume the earth with her increase, 
* and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 
“TJ will heap mischiefs upon them, I will spend 
mine arrows upon them. They shall be burned 
© with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and 
« with bitter destruction : I will also send the teeth 
2Dn2 
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« of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents 
“of the dust. The sword without, and terror 
* within, shall destroy both the young man and the 
“ virgin, the euckling also, with the man of grey” 
“hairs. I said I would scatter them into corners, 
J would make the remembrance of them to cease 
“from among men.” Deut. xxxii, 18—26. “Is 
“pot this laid up in store with me, and sealed up 
« among my treasures? To me belongeth vengeance, 
“and recompense; their foot shall slide in due 
“time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, 
“ and the things that shall come upon them make 
“haste. For the Lord shall judge his people, and 
“repent himself for bis verean dl, when he seeth 
‘that their power is gone, and there is none shut 
“up, or left. And he shall say, Where are their 
* gods, their rock in whom they trusted, which did 
“ eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine 
* of their dripk-offerings? Let them rise up, and 
* help you, and be your protection. See now that 
«T, even I am he, and there is no God with me: 
1 kill, and I make alive; E wound, and I heal: 
“ neither is there any that can deliver out of my 
**hand. For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, 
7 live for ever. If I whet my glittering sword, 
“and mine hand take hold on judgment, J will 
“render vengeance to mine enemies, and will 
‘reward them that hate me. I will make mine 
“ arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shail 
“ devour flesh; and that with the blood of the 
slain, and of the captives from the beginning of 
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 revenges upon the enemy.” Deut. xxxii. $4—42, 
But the time to favour revolted, returning Israel, 
shall come at iength ; and together with them, the 
time to irradiate and deliver “the nations which 
“ were sitting in darkness, and in the region and 
* shadow of death ;” and theprophetic soul of Moses 
hastens forward to conclude the sacred song, with a 
grand chorus of harmonious voices, the voices of 
the ransomed of the Lord from every nation, every 
kindred and tribe, rejoicing together in one common 
salvation : “ Rejoice, Oye nations, with his people 
“ for -he will avenge the blood of his servants, and 
* will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will 
be merciful unto his land, and to his people.” 
Deut, xxxii. 43. 

How powerfully must all this have been impress- 
ed on the hearts of his audience by the sight of their 
venerable instructor, bending under the weight of 
“an hundred and twenty years:” exhausted by 
labours performed in the public service ; no longet 
capable of “ going out and coming in ;” excluded 
by the inflexible decree of Heaven from any part or 
lot in the hand of promise ; lying under the bitter 
sentence of impending death ; his power and glory 
departing, and passing before his eyes to the hand 
of another! Why are not impressions of this sort 
more lasting, and more efficient? Shall * the right- 
“ eous perish, and no man lay it to heart?” Is “ the 
** mercifel man taken away, and will none consider.” 
+#" The righteous is taken away from the evil to 
“ come.” By his departure the earth is impoverished, 
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‘but heaven is enriched. Remove the veil and behold 
him “entering into peace;” “they shall rest in 
“ their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.” 
I hear a voice from Heaven saying, “ Write, Bless+ 
« ed are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
“forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
* from their labours; and their works do follow 
“them.” Rev. xiv. 13. 
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LECTURE XXV. 


DEUT. XXXI. 7, 8 


And Moses called unto Joshus, and said unto him in thesight 
of all Israel, Be strogg, and of a good courage: for thou 
‘must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath 
eworn unto their fathers to give them: and thou shalt cause 
them to inherit it, And the Lord, he it is that doth go be- 
fore thee, he will be with thee, be will not fait thee, neither 
forsake thee; fear nat, neither he dismayed. 


Ts it not a-presumption and a presentiment of im- 
mortality, that men naturally feel, design, and act 
asif they were immortal? In life we are in the 
midst of death; but it is equally true, that in the 
very jaws of death we live ; and we fondly dream of 
living longer. Let the fatal moment come when it 
will, it comes to break in upon some scheme which 
we hoped to execute, to interrupt some work which 
we had begun, to disappoint some purpose which 
wehad‘adopted. The warnings of dissolution which 
are sent to others, we seem to understand and feel 
bétter than those which are addressed to ourselves, 
One man is under sentence of condemnation, another 
labours under an incurable disease, one is daily ex- 
posing his life to jeopardy in the high places of the 
field, another is putting the knife of iatemperance to 
his threat eyery hour: This man has completed his 
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seventieth year, and his neighbour has lived toeee his 
children’s children of the third and fourth generation, 
These are all symptoms equally mortal, but no 
one takes the alarm to himself: every one is concern- 
ed for bis neighbour's case, and flatters himself that 
his own is not quite so desperate. The wretch con- 
demned to death soothes his soul to rest with the 
hope of a pardon, and laments the certain doom of 
his consumptive acquaintance : the declining man, 
with his foot in the grave, pities and prays for the 
unbappy creature who must suffer on Wednesday 
se'nnight. The soldier brave the death that is be- 
fore his eyes in a thousand dreadful forms, in the 
presumption of victory! and the voluptuary thanks 
his kinder stars that he is likely to sleep in a cound 
skin. The man of seventy reckons upon fourscore, 
and ten years in prospect are a kind of eternity; 
and the grandsire amuses himeelf with the hope of 
seeing his grand-children settled in the world. Thus 
the pleasing illusion goes on; and men are dead ine 
deed before they had sny apprehension of dying, 
The thoughtless and impious insonsibility with 
which many advance to’ their latter end, is not 
more mournfal and distressing, than the steadiness 
and composure of picty, and of habitual preparation, 
are pleasing and instructive. Blessed is the state 
of that men to whom life is not a burden, nor death 
a terror, who has “a desire to depart and to be 
with Christ,” but is willing “ to eoatinue in the 
*( fleah,” for the glory of God, and the good of men ; 
who neither quits his station and duty in life in 


laren KXY.) HIsnQRY OF NQSRG -m 


llep discontent, nor cleaves to the enjoyments of 
this world as one who bas no hope beyond the grave. 

But the cup of death, to the best of men, contains 
many bitter ingredients. Even to Moses it was far 
from being unmixed, To the natural horror of 
dying, wassuperadded thesense of divinedispleasure; 
a sense of death as a particular punishment. It dis- 
appointed a hope long and fondly indulged in, the 
hope of being himself, and of seeing Ierael, in pos- 
session of the prdmised and expected inheritance. 
And what was the bitterness of death to such a 
spirit as his? Moses died in the persuasion, and a 
melancholy one it was, that the people on whom he 
had bestowed so much labour, whom he had cherish- 
ed with so much tender affection, whom he was so un- 
remittingly anxious to conduct to wisdom, to virtue, 
and to happiness, would, after his death, swerve from 
the right path, provoke God to become their enemy, 
and thereby bring down certain destruction upon 
their own heads. ‘* I know thy rebellion, and 
*< thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with 
* you this day, ye have been rebellious against the 
Lord; and how much more after my death ? Gather 
 uato me all the elders of your tribes, end your 
officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, 
* and call heaven and earth to record against them, 
* For I know that after my death ye will utterly 
* corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way 
“which I have commanded you: and evil will 
befall you in the latter days; bepause ye will do 
“evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him.to 
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anger through the work of your hands.” Deut. 
xxxi. 27—2g. 

It is pleasant for a dying father to entertain the 
sweet hope that the children of his care, of his love, 
will remember the lessons which he taught them, 
will follow out his views, will support the credit of 
his name, will instruct and bless the world by the 
example of their wisdom, of their piety, of their 
virtues, though he is not to be the happy spectator 
of it: but ah, more cruel than the pangs of dis- 
solving nature! the dreadful conviction of approach 
ing folly and disorder; the sad prospect of discord 
among brethren; of protligacy and licentiousness, 
no longer restrained by parental gravity and authority : 
a fair inheritance, and an honourable name, ready to 
be dissipated by profusion, to he covered with shame, 
to be disfigured by vice, to be forfeited by treason. 
It is sweet to a dying pastor to contemplate the suc- 
cess of his ministry, the extent of his usefulness; 
to cheer his fainting heart with the thought of having 
been made the humble instrument of bringing many 
souls unto God, many sons unto glory: and with 
the well-grounded belief that his doctrine shall sur- 
vive him; that though dead he shall continue to 
speak and to instruct. Sweet is the prospect of that 
day, when he shall present himself, and the joyful 
fruit of all bis labours, to his father and his God, 
saying, “ Behold, I and the children whem the 
“ Lord hath given me, are for signs, and for wonders 
© in Israel ; from the Lord of hosta, which dwelleth 
ie mount Zion.” Isaigh viii. 18, Jt wes this 
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which caused the great “ Author and finisher of our - 
“ faith” himself to rejoice ia spirit, on the very eve 
of his departure out of the world. “Those that 
“thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them 
is lost but the son of perdition ; that the Scripture 
“ might be fulfilled.” John xvii.12. But O how 
depressing to reflect, “I have laboured in vain, I 
© have spent my strength for nought, end in vain,” 
Isaiah xlix. 4;——to look back upon a ministry not 
the * savour of life unto life, but of death unto 
* death,” and to look forward to the dreadful progress 
of degeneracy and corruption, from evil to worse, 
till “ sin, being finished, bringeth forth death ;” to 
look forward to the still more dreadful day of doom, 
and to the prospect of appearing as an accuser and 
8 witness against the despisers of that gospel, which 
would have saved their souls from death. 

The faithful servants of God are not all equally 
successful, and even a Moses has the mortification. 
of knowing assured)y, that all his pains and anxieties 
should prove ineffectual. The tide of corruption 
sometimes rushes down so impetuously, that no 
force can stem it; and Providence is often pleased 
to put honour upon the meaner and feebler instru- 
ment, that the glory may redound, not “ to him 
that willeth, nor to him that runneth, but to God, 
who showeth mercy.”—-But every faithful minister, 
Tike Moses, has at least this consolation ; “ having 
“ kept nothing back, but declared the whole counsel 
“ of God, they have delivered their owa saula;” 
they publish the trath of God, “ whether men would 
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* heer or whether they would forbear ;* and if they 
eave net been so happy as to permade, they have 
az least put to silence wicked and' unreasonable men; 
i& they have not prevailed to render them holy, they 
have at least rendered them inexcusable; if they 
have been unable to subdue the pride of the creature, 
they have displayed the holiness and justiee of the 
Creator. 

We find Moses taking refuge in this, when the 
deaser, sweeter hope was at an end—the hope of being 
the favoured, honoured minister of live and salvation. 
“ Fam fast approaehing to the end of my career; 
“ T Have already passed the limits which God” has 
“ prescribed to the life of man. Six score of 
* years are fied away and gone, and these hairs 
whitened by time, labour, and afftiction, feelingly 
* jnform me thet my last moment is at hand, that 
* no more time remains but what is barely sufficient 
“ to give you a few parting admonitions, to breathe 
“ever you the blessing of a dying friend, and to 
“ bid you a long farewell. After a leborious, anxious, 
“and painful ministry of more than forty years: 
“ sftes being honoured of God to perform before 
“ your eyes, and those of your fathers, a series of 
 miractes, which shall be the astonishment and 
“ instruction of the whole world, till time ex- 
* pire, I wes looking for the compensation of all 
* my troubles, the reward of al my Imbouts, the 
© secomplishment of 2 my wishes, in your sincere 
‘¢ peturn to God, in ‘pour gratitude te your friend 
and deliverer, in your fidelity and obedience to 
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“Jehovah, and in the prosperity and happiness 
“¢ which must infullibly have flowed from them. The 
paternal solicitude which I have felt, that ardent 
** love which emboldened me, at the hazard of my 
“ own life, € to stand in the breach’ between you 
“and a holy and jealous God, to turn away bis 
“ wrath, lest he should destroy you; that fervour of 
“ geal which hurried me on to wish myself blotted 
“€ out of God's book, if the dearer name of Israel 
« might be permitted to continue written in it; all 
“ my discourses, all my emotions, all my efforts; 
* my active days, my sleepless nights; these ua- 
ceasing sighs which I still breathe to Heaven in 
* your behalf, these last tears which a dying old 
“man sheds over a people still and ever dear to 
“him, and from whom to be torn asunder is the 
“death of deaths; these are the-faithful and ua- 
* doubted proofs of my affection for you, of my 
“ unabated, inextinguishable zeal for your salvation. 
« But, alas, however earnestly I may desire it, I 
“ dare not, cannot hope! I forsee your perfidious- 
ness and rebellion ; I know your perverseness and 
“ ingratitude.” “ While I am yet alive with you 
“ this day, ye have been rebellious against the Lord ; 
“ and how much more after my death?” Deut. xxxi. 
27. “ What then is left me, but the mingled and 
& strongly allayed satisfaction of reflecting that I am 
* innocent of your blood, that your salvation is in 
“ your own hands, that if you perish, your blood 
‘ must be upon your own. heads.” “ Gather unto 
« me all the elders of your tribes, and your alficers, 
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* thet I may speak these words in their ears, and 
“call heaven and earth to record against them.” 
Deut. xxxi. 28. I call heaven and earth to re- 
“ cord this day against you, that I have set before 
“* you life and death, blessing and cursing; there- 
* fore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may 
“Jive.” Chap. xxx. 19. 

Having in terms such as these poured out the 
anguish of an overflowing heart, Moses addresses 
himself to his last earthly employment. The lest 
exercise of his authority is to lay down all authority. 
The concluding act of his administration is to trans- 
fer the right of administration to another ; and the 
legislator, leader, and commander expires, while 
the man yet lives, Imagination can hardly paint a 
more affecting scene. Hear the trumpet sounding 
the proclamation of a solemn assembly, of an holy 
convocation, Behold the thousands of Israel flock- 
ing together to the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation ; every ¢ye straining to catch a depart- 
ing glance of him whom they were to behold no 
more, every ear eagerly attentive to drink in the 
last accents of that voice which the hand of death 
was about to silence for ever, Behold the venerable 
sage, in all the composure of unaffected piety, in 
all the dignity of wisdom, in‘ all the respectability 
of age, in all the simplicity of a child, in all the 
serenity of a celestial spirit, in all the solemnity of 
death ,advancing ‘to his well known station, present- 
ing tothe people the man whom they were hence- 
forward to acknowledge and obey as the ruler 
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appointed over them by Heaven. His eyes beam 
complacency, his tongue drops manne, as he con- 
veys to his noble successor the plenitude of his | 
power, the residue of his honour, a double portion ” 
of his spirit. Behold, he lifts up his hands and lays 
them upon the head of Joshua, with a thousand 
tender wishes that his burden might sit light upon 
him, that he might escape the pains which he him- 
self had endured, and attain the felicity which was 
denied to him: with a thousand paternal exhorta- 
tions to follow Providence, and fear nothing; to 
love Israel, to seek their good always; with a 
thousand fervent prayezs for his prosperity and suc- 
eas, I see Joshua with modest reluctance shrink- 
ing back from a charge so weighty; desirous of 
being still a subject and a servant; accepting with 
regret honours of which Moses must be stripped; 
ready to cry out, as his master was taken away 
from him, “ My father, my father, the chariot of 
“ Jsrael, and the horsemen thereof!” 2 Kings ii. 
12.—I see on every countenance a mixture of sor- 
row and resignation, of hope clouded with remorse 
and concern; they could now die for him whose 
life they had embittered by unkindness, levity, and 
ingratitude; they reproach themselves and one ano- 
ther, as having occasioned the death of the wisest 
and best of men; they cannot bear to think of sur- 
viving him.—But a voice more awful than that of 
man is heard, a glory more than buman appears. 
* And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days 
“ approach that thou must die: call Joghua, and 
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* present yourselves in the tabernacle of the con- 
 gregation, that I may give him a charge. - And 
“ Moses and Joshua went, and presented them- 
“selves in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
“ And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle in a 
pillar of a cloud: and the pillar of the cloud 
stood over the door of the tabernacle.” Deut. 
uxxi. 14,15. What solemn moments to the whole 
congregation, were those which Moses and Joshua 
passed before the Lord, remote from the public eye! 
How solemn to the parties themselves! What is a 
charge from the mouth of a dying man, though that 
man be a Moses, compared to, a charge from the 
mouth of Jehovah himself, by whom spirits are 
weighed, and to whom all the dread importance of 
eternity stands continually revealed ? And this God, 
O my friends, is daily sounding a charge in every, 
ear, * Occupy till Icome."—* Arise ye and depart 
“ for this is not your rest.”"—“ Be sober, be vigilant ; 
* for your adversary the devil goeth about as a roar- 
** ing lion, seeking whom he may devour.”—* Sce 
“ that yewalk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
“ redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
This secret conference being ended, they return 
to the people, and Moses publicly delivers to the 
Levites who bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, 2 copy of the law which he had transcribed 
with his own hand, to be laid up in the side of the 
ark, as a standing witnes for God against a sinful 
peoples and the business of this interesting and 
eventful day concludes with a public recital, from 
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the lips of Moses, of that tender and pathetic song 
which we have in the thirty-second chapter. This 
sacred song every Israelite was to commit to 
memory, to repeat frequently, and to teach it every 
man to his son. It was composed expressly by 
the command of God, and under his immediate 
inspiration. ‘ Now therefore write ye this song 
“ for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put 
* it in their mouth, that this song may be a wit- 
“ ness for me against the children of Israel. Moses 
“therefore wrote this song the same day, and 
“taught it the children of Israel. And Moses 
spake in the ears of all the congregation of Israel 
“ the words of this song until they were ended.” 
Deut. xxxi. 19, 22, 30. 

And a most wonderful composition it is, whether 
@pnsidered as the production ¢ a lively, lofty, cor- 
rect imagination; abounding with the boldest 
images, and conveying the noblest sentiments; 
adding all the graces of poetry to all the force of 
trath ; as conveyiog the most useful and neces- 
sary moral and religious instruction, in a channel 
the most pleasing and attractive; as the address of 
a dying. man, a dying father, a dying minister, to 
his friends, to his family, to his flock; sbounding 
with the tenderest touches of nature, flowing imme- 
diately from the heart, and rushing with impetuous 
force to the lips ; as the awful witness of the great 
God against a disobedient and gainsaying race; 
exhibiting to this hour the proof of the authenticity 
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of that record where it stands, of the truth and 
faithfulness, of the mercy and severity of the dread 
Jehovah, and of the certainty of the things where- 
in, as Christians, we have been instructed. 

What can equal the boldness and sublimity of his 
exordium or introduction ? How ia the boasted elo. 
quence of Greece and Rome left at an infinite dis- 
tance behind! What a coldness in the address of 
Demosthenes and Cicero, compared to the fervour 
and elevation of the Israelitish Qrator! “ Ye men 
“of Athens.” * Romans.” “ Conscript Fathers.” 
If ever there was an audience that demanded res- 
pect from numbers, from importance, from situation; 
if ever there was a speaker prompted by duty, 
drawn by inclination, urged on by the apur of the oc- 
casion, Israel was that audience, Moses that speaker, 
on this ever m ble day. But the ard 
soul of this fe Orator, with thousands 
upon thousands before his eyes, grasps, with a 
noble enthusiasm, an infinitely larger space than 
the plains of Moab, an audience infinitely more 
august than the thousands of ferael. “ Give ear, 
*O ye heavens, and I will speak ; and hear, O 
earth, the words of my mouth.” Deut. xxxii. 1. 
This was seizing the attention at once; the solid 
globe, thus summoned, seems to give ear, the celes- 
tial spheres stand still to listen, angels hover on the 
wing to mark and record the last words of the depart- 
ing prophet; what mortal ea? then can be inatten- 
tive, what spirit careless? How sweetly calculated 
is the next sentence to compose the minds of his 
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hearers, roused and alarmed by the solemnity of 
his fir&t address. The thunder of heaven seemed 
ready to burst upon their heads, after an invocation 
so awful; and though Moses alone spake, they 
were ready to die; but their fears are gently lulled 
to rest by the next word that he utters; he has 
only love in his heart, and honey upon his tongue. 
«© My doctrine shall drop as the rain: my speech 
~* shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the 
“ tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass.” 
Deut. xxxii. 2.—The final object of Moses being to 
warn, to admonish, and to reprove the perverse 
nation of whom he was taking leave, observe how 
skilfully he manages this difficult and delicate’ part 
of his task. To have come directly, and without 
preparation, to it, had been to give certain disgust 
Wend offence ; for he had to d ith a moody, mur- 
muring, irritable, discontent’ race; he therefore 
first fills their minds with great images, leads them 
to the contemplation of one object surpassingly 
grand ; impresses it in various points of view upon 
their hearts and consciences, till, having lost them- 
selves in its grandeur and immensity, they are pre- 
pared to bear, to approve, and to profit by the severe 
personal attack that follows: “Because I will publish 
“ the uame of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto 
“ our God. He is the rock, his work is perfect; for 
“all his ways are jadgment: a God of truth, and 
« without iniquity, just and right is he.” Deut. 
xxxii. 3,4. 
“2ED 
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Hiving thus raised them above every mean, every 
selfish consideration; aud placed them, and made 
them to feel themselves in the awful presence of the 
great God, “ who is righteous in all his ways, and 
* holy in all his works,” he descends abruptly, by 
& transition quick as lightning, to the censure which 
he had in view. But even then, he insinuates it, 
rather than charges it home; and speaks for some 
time, as of strangers, as of persons absent; and 
constitutes his auditors judges as it were of the case 
of others, not of their own; and by employing the 
address of the third person they and their, leaves 
them for a moment in uncertainty whom he could 
mean; and when he comes at length to address 
them in the second person, and to use the terms 
thee and thy, how delicately is the application 
qualified, by the i ion of every tender, every 
melting, every conciliatiag circumstance. “ They 
* have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the 
* spot of his children: they are a perverse and 
“crooked generation—Do ye thus requite the 
* Lord, Ofoolish people and unwise ? is not he thy 
“ Father that hath bought thee? hath he not made 
thee, and established thee ?” Deut. xxxii, 5, 6. 

He then goes into a recapitulation, partly histo- 
rical, partly poetic, partly allegorical, at once to 
refresh the memory, to fire the imagination, and 
to exercise the invention, of the divine conduct 
towards them and their fathers, during many genera- 
tions, that the conclusion which he was about to 
draw might fall with irresistible weight upon the 
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minds of all; that their base ingratitude and despe. 
rate folly might appear to themselves in a more 
odious light, when contrasted with the wisdom, good. 
ness, aud loving-kindness of the Lord. This occu- 
pies a considerable part of the chapter, from the 
seventh verse to the eighteenth, and a passage it is 
of exquisite force and beauty, as I am convinced 
you will also think, upon a careful perusal of it. 

Constrained st last to denounce the righteous 
judgment of God, in order to approve his own fide- 
lity, and if possible to prevent the ruin which he 
feared, he makes a display of the awful terrors of 
divine justice, sufficient to awaken the dead, and to 
confound the living ; and, to increase its force and 
vehemence, Moses disappears, and God, the great 
God himself, comes forward, and in the first person 
utters the seven thunders ofgpis wrath: “ For a 
fire is kindled in my anger, @nd shall burn unto 
“ the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with 
‘her increase, and set on fire the foundations of 
“the mountains. The sword without, and terror 
“within, shall destroy both the young mag and the 
* virgin, the suckling also, with the man of grey 
“hairs.” Deut. xxxii. 22, 25, 

The prophet, as it were, exhausted with this vio~ 
lent exertion, this formidable denunciation of venge- 
ance, sinks into feeble, hopeless regret, and he 
reluctantly, despairingly deplores that misery which 
he can ueither prevent nor avert. “ They are a 
nation void of counsel, neither is there any bn- 
“derstanding in them. O that they were wie 
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“ that they understood this, that they would con. 
sider their latter end! How should one chase a 
“ thousand, and two put ten thousand to fight, 
except their rock had sold them, and the Lord 
« had shut them up?” Deut, xxxii. 28—30. 

Finally, a drawn of hope arises, and, rapt intc 
future times, the sacred bard hails the coming day 
of deliverance, and exults in the prospect of the 
junction of the nations with the ancient people oi 
God, in the participation of one and the same great 
salvation. “ Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: 
* for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and 
* will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will 
“be merciful unto his land and to his people.” 
Deut. xxxii. 43. 

Such is the structure, such the general outline 
of this inimitable Bre of sacred poesy. If what 
has been said shall induce any one to study it more 
attentively, he will probably discover beauties 
which have escaped us; and the discovery will 
bring its own reward. How many fathers, as they 
afterwatils rehearsed the words of this song in the 
ears of their children, and taught them the know- 
ledge of it, would recollect with a mournful plea. 
sure, that they saw and heard Moses himeelf recite 
it aloud, on the very last day of his life: and glory 
in relating how nearshim they stood, and in de- 
scribing to a new generation, the form of his coun. 
tegence, the deportment of lif person, the tones o/ 
his voice ! 

‘That very day the warrant of death arrives. The 
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ministry of even a Moses is accomplished, and Pro. 
vidence hastens to convince the world, that, depart 
who will, the work of Heaven never can stand still. 
We have seen him hitherto engaged in active 
labours for Israel and for God. We shall consider 
him yet once more, dismissed from his service, and 
concluding a life of eminent usefulness, by a death 
of charity, benediction, prescience, and resignation, 
May God impress on our minds a sense of our frailty, 
mortality, and accountableness, that we may redeem 
the time, fulfil the duties of our day and the de- 
sign of our Creator, work out our salvation, and 
so die in peace, die in hope, whenever it shall 
please Him to call us away to the world of spirits. 
Amen. 
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LECTURE XXVI. 


DEUT. XXXI.1. 


‘Apd this is the blessing wherewith Moses, the man of God, 
blessed the children of Israel before his detth. 


SENECA, the celebrated Roman moralist, was pres 
ceptor to the emperor Nero, and had early and 
studiously trained him to virtue. But falling under 
the displeasure of that sanguinary tyrant, he was 
condemned to lose his life, by being blooded to 
death, ‘The day of execution being arrived, he pre- 
pared to meet his fate with intrepidity, and to dic 
as he had lived, in confinunicating useful knowledge. 
His pupils gathered round him, eager to mark 
his dying deportment, and provided with their 
writing tables, to record and preserve his Jast sayings, 
He was put into the warm bath, the arteries of his 
legs and arms were opened, and the purple Auid 
which sustains life was gradually drained off, while 
his sorrowing, admiring disciples caught the words 
as they fell from his parched lips, 

But a greater then Seneca is here. We are this 
night gathered round a dying Moses, to listen to the 
last accents of that tongue which, one excepted, 
spale as never man spake, We beheld him neither 
impetuously rushing forwards jnto the mortal con- 
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flict, nor timidly shrinking from it; but advancing 
with a steady majestic step to meet the King of 
Terrors. The interests of the God of Israel, and of 
the Israel of God, had employed his thoughts sll 
his life long; and, blended in one, they glow in 
and expand his heart to his latest moment. He was 
speedily to cease from every earthly care, to cease 
from serving Isracl any longer, to be occupied with 
God only; but even in death he is contriving the 
means of doing good to that dearly beloved, that 
fondly cherished people. As if his heart had releat- 
ed at the harshness of some of the expressions whieh 
fidelity and a sense of duty had extorted from him; 
like one unwilling to part with them under any sem- 
blance of unkindness or displeasure, he again 9s- 
sumes the tender father, tanes his tongue to the law 
of kindness, buries all resentment of the past, and 
every thing unpleasant in the prospects of faturity, 
in the gentleness and benevolence of friends who 
were separating to meet no more. 

The soul that is at peace with God desires to be 
at peace with all men: and it is meet Ypat dying 
breath should be sweetened with merey, forgive- 
ness, and love. Slowly and solemnly as Moses 
advanced to meet his latter end, would we scoom- 
pany his steps in his last progress through the 
beloved tents of Israel, and in his ascent to the hill, 
from whence he never should return. With a heart 
like his, overflowhg with charity to the whole 
church of God, and filled with sentiments of pecn- 
Hise affection towards you, we behold the approsch 
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of that hour which is to disperse us, perhaps too 
for ever. With a blessing on oor lips, like him, 
and O that his God and ours may make it effectual, 
we are hastening to bid you farewsil. 

The words which I have reag are the beginning 
of the 54th and last parasha, ortgreat section of the 
law, into which the whole books of Moses were sub- 
divided, for the wonveniency of publicly reading 
them, in conjunctienewith the prophets, every 
sabbath-day; a custom which prevailed in the 
Jewish church down to the times of our Saviour 
and of his apostls, as we learn from several passages 
of the gospel history. Thus Christ himself, ‘* when 
* he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, as his custom was, went into the synagogue 
“on the sabbath-day, and stood up for to read. 
«« And there was delivered unto him the book of 
“ the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened tlre 
© book, he found the place where it was written, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
“hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 
* poor: he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
“ to preach deliverance to the captives, and recover- 
“ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
“ that are bruised: to preach the acceptable year 
“of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he 
“ gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And 
* the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
“were, fastened on him, And he began to say 
unto them, This day is this scripture falfilled in 
“ your ears.” Luke iv. 16~-23. Thos James, 
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in determining the question in the Synod of 
Jerusalem, concerning the necessity of circumcision, 
says, “ Moses of old time hath in every city them 
“ that preach him, being read in the synagogues 
*t every sabbath-day.” Acts xv. 21. And Paul 
and Barnabas, when “ they came to Antioch, in 
“ Pisidia, went into the synagogue on the sabbath- 
«day, and sat down. And after the reading of 
‘“‘ the law and the prophets, the rulers of the syna- 
 gogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and bre- 
“ thren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the 
people, say on.” Acts xiii. 14,15. .; 

The first section begins with the opening of the 
book of Genesis, and goes up to the ninth verse of 
ihe sixth chapter, and is called Bereshit, the first 
word in the Hebrew Bible. The second begins at 
these words in the sixth chapter: “ ‘These are the 
“ generations of Noah:” and is thence called Noah, 
and it ends at the beginning of chapter twelfth, 
which sets out with the call of Abraham, and is 
therefore styled the section Lec Leca, i.e. “ get 
“ thee out,” and so of the rest. To bring the whole 
fifty-four divisions within the compass of the ycar, 
they joined two of the shortest into one reading. 
Thus the whole constitution, both as to civil and 
sacred things, was publicly rehearsed once every 
year; so that it was impossible for any decent 
Israelite to be grossly ignorant of either the laws, 
the history, or the religion of his country. 

The first public lecture was,on the sabbath that 
followed the Feast of Tabernacles, and the rest 
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went on till the anniversary of that feast retarned. 
I have mentioned these circumstances for several 
reasons. I am not ill-pleased to have 20 respectable 
an example for attempting a mode of instruction, 
which reason and experience convince us to be at 
once the most pleasant and the most useful. I ho- 
nour human learning, I admire great talents, I am 
enchanted with eloquence ; but I am persuaded, if 
saving knowledge be communicated, it is by the 
quick and powerful energy of God's own word com- 
ing, not with the allurements of man’s wisdom, 
“ but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power.” 
This leads us to express a wonder why the reading 
of the Scriptures, by large portions at a timg, is not 
universally practised in Christian congregations. 
Surely there must be a better reason for neglecting 
it, than that it is enjoined by the canons of the 
Church, and is in general practice in the Establish- 
ment. The last reason which I have at present to 
render for this digression, if it be thought one, isits 
affording me an Opportugity of earnestly recommend- 
ing to masters and mistresses of familics, the regu- 
lar and progressive use of the Scriptures, within 
the precincts of their private households, for the 
instruction of their children and servants, I am 
well aware, that from a diffidence and bumility not 
too severely to be blamed, some younger heads of 
families are tempted to neglect family worship alto- 
ether, because some parte of it they cannot, dare 
not, undertake; that, for example, of addressing 
God in prayer, as the mouth of their domestic little 
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chureh. Let them begin with reading aloud the 
word of God: for this surely they have courage suffi- 
cient. They will be brought to pray insensibly, they 
will soon cease to be ashamed of that which is their 
highest honour and most glorious privilege. We 
now return. 

The idea which I have formed to myself of “ this 
© blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God bless- 
“ed the children of Israel before his death,” Deut. 
xxxiii. 1; how justly, I presume not to say, is this: 
Moses, having received his final summens to pre- 
pare for death, feels himself prompted at once by 
affection and the spirit of prophecy, to take a parti- 
cular leave of every tribe, to bestow a several benedic- 
tion on every one by name, and to prepare them 
one by one for the conquest of their inhetitance, by 
giving them prophetically a general uotion of their 
fature condition, as constituent parts of the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and of the particular lot to be 
assigned to each, with its corresponding advantages 
and pursuits. For this jrpose, I suppose him 
making a solemn progress through the whole host, 
going from tribe to tribe, from tent to tent, and pour- 
ing, out his soul, as a dying parent, in blessings 
upon his offspring, according to their different cha- 
racters and conditions. O how unlike those visits 
of selfishness, pride, ambition, and strife, which 
the candidates for fame, place, sad power, are 
from time to time making through a corrupted 
land! Set us attend his progress, and mark whet 
he says. 
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We find Moses still beginning, proceeding, con- 
cluding with God. He sets out on this last awful 
circuit with a mind full of the glorious majesty of 
the great Jehovah. He calls to his own remem- 
brance, and he impresses the image of it on the souls 
of the whole people, that great and dreadful day 
“when the Lord came from Sinai, and rose up 
“ from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount 
“ Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints : 
“from his right hand went a fiery law for them.” 
Deut. xxxiii. 2.—The particular mention of Seir and 
Paran in this exordium, has given birth to a poor 
cenceit in the Jerusalem Targum, to this purpose: 
* that God first offered his law, and the protection 
“which it afforded, to the Idumeans, the inhabi- 
“tants of mount Scir, and the posterity of Esau, 
“but that they rejected it, because it contained 
“this precept, ‘thou shalt not kill.’ That after- 
‘ wards it was tendered to the Ishmaelites, or inhabi- 
* tants of mount Paran, who rejected it, because it 
“ said, ‘ thou shalt ngt steal.’ That then it was 
‘ proposed to the posterity of Jacob, who imme- 
* diately replied, ‘all that the Lord hath com- 
“ manded will we do, and be obedient.’” Without 
having recourse to a construction so unsupported, 
forced, and unnatural, the words of Moses, at the 
first glance, convey to us an image inconceivably 
grand and sublime, but at the same time, simple, 
natural, and obvious. Israel was encamped in the 
plains of Moab, with Jordan and the fertile fields of 
Canaan directly in view: the prospect on the south 
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terminated by the lofty mountains of Teman or Seir; 
and on the north by mount Paran, while Sinai 
raised its awful head, and buried it in the clouds of 
heaven from behind. Moses accordingly represents, 
in the bold imagery of oriental poetry, the glory of 
the Lord arising like the sun in the east, from 
behind the top of Sinai, and instantly darting his 
light from hill to hill, and increasing in lustre till 
the whole expanse of heaven is filled with it. The 
prophet Habakkuk has evidently caught the same 
celestial fire, and is filled with the same animating 
object, when he exclaims, “God came from Te- 
“ man, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. 
« His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was 
“ fall of his praise, And his brightness was as the 
* light ; he had horns coming out of his hand, and 
“ there was the hiding of his power. Before him 
s went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth 
at his feet. He stood and measured the earth: 
* he beheld, and drove asunder the nations, and 
“ the everlasting mountains yere scattered, the per- 
* petual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.” 
Habakkuk iii. 3 —6. 

But what are mountains and hills, and their in- 
habitants? Moses represents the great God as aris- 
ing in uncloutled majesty amidst ten thousand of 
his holy ones. “* Angels, his ministers, that excel 
“in strength,” the least*of whom “ could wield 
“ these elements.” His red right hand is extended, 
presenting to, the astonished beholder a law, a fiery 
law, a fire that purifies, a fire that consumes. But 
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the terror of this dreadful appearance is instantly 
lost, in a display of the grace and mercy which 
prompted this splendid visit. ‘ Yea, he loved the 
“ people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they 
“sat down at thy fect; every onc shall receive of 
* thy words.” Deut. xxxiii.3. Here we behold 
the legislator lost in the friend, and instead of dis- 
tractedly, despairingly calling upon “the moun- 
“ tains to fall upon us, and the hills to cover us,” 
we sit down in tranquillity at the fect of our gracious 
teacher, and every one for himself listens to the 
language of love. 

Moses first approaches the tents of the tribe of 
Reuben, and having introduced himsclf by those 
solemn striking words, he proceeds to his particu- 
Jar salutation of that tribe, “ Let Reuben live and 
* not die; and let not his men be few.” Deut. xxxiii. 
6. Concerning the head of that tribe, his dying 
father had prophetically denounced, “ Unstable 
“ as water, thou shalt not excel;” but the blessing 
of Moses seems to wipe the blot out of the scutch- 
eon, and Reuben is restored to his rank in Israel 
again. Reuben alone, of the sons of Jacob, pitied 
Joseph in his distress, and contrived the means 
of restoring him to his father again. This re- 
deems him and his family from infamy and de- 
struction, and we are disposed to drown the me- 
mory of his lewdness, in respect for his tenderness 
and humanity. 

Who stands next on the roll of Jacob's sons? To 
whom is the'second salutation due? Simeon. —But 
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ah! We see the curse of a dying father opon him; 
we see Moses passing by his door without bidding 
him God speed; we see the blood of the Sheche- 
mites, the innocent, credulous Shechemites, lying 
with an oppressive weight upon his seed; we sce a 
tribe of fifty-nine thousand three hundred in the 
wilderness of Sinai, melted down and reduced to 
twenty-two thousand two hundred in the plains of 
Moab ; we see no judge or magistrate in future times 
springing from his loins; we sce him “ divided in 
Jacob, and scattered in Israel,” and inall this we 
see the vengeance of a rightcous God pursuing a cool 
and deliberate murderer to uttcr ruin, and we thik 
of the more dreadful weight of that blood which a 
hard-hearted race imprecated upon themselves and 
upon their children; and which the shame and suf- 
ferings of one thousand eight hundred ycars have 
not yet expiated. What inust the sons of Simeon 
have felt when their dying leader passed them by, 
without vouchsafing them a word; to find thcm- 
selves alone unblessed of all the children of their 
father’s house! Speak to me, O merciful Father, 
in whatever language thou wilt: chide, upbraid, 
chastise me, but O pass me not in silent neglect : 
cease'not to reprove me ; say not, “ Let him alone.” 

The dying prophet passes next to the standard of 
the tribe of Judah.—Jadah, destined to empire, 
increase, aud strength; Judah, the father of many 
princes; the root and offspring of David. “ And 
“ this is the blessing of Judah: and he said, 
bm VOL, un | oF 
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%¢ Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah; and bring him 
** unto his people: Jet his hands be sufficient for 
“him, and be thou an help to him from his 
“ enemies.” Deut. xxxiii. 7. These words of Moses 
send us again to the dying bed of Jacob, and we 
find both patriarchs holding the same idea concern- 
ing this prerogative tribe, strength invincible, 
triumph over every foe, supreme authority ; and we 
find ourselves led still farther back, to Leah his 
mother, in the hour of childbirth, bestowing on 
this her fourth son a name expressive of her per- 
sonal exultation and triumph, ‘ Judah, praise 
“the Lord,” and thence we rise to the infinitely 
glorious design of Providence which has swallowed 
up the transient, private feeling of the individual 
in the great and comprehensive view of general 
compassion and favour, and in the source of univer- 
sal gratitude and praise ; and, borne on the wings of 
inspiration, we rise with the beloved disciple in 
vision, to contemplate the lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the root of David, prevailing to open the sealed 
book in the right hand of him that sits on the throne, 
and Joosing the scven seals thereof. “ And I beheld, 
“ and lo, in the midst of the throne, and of the 
* four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood 
a Lamb, asit had been slain, having seven horns, 
“and seven cyes, which are the seven spirits of 
“God, sent forth into all the earth.” “ And he 
came and took the book out of the right hand of 
« him that sat upon the throne. And when be had 
“taken the book, the four beasts, and four am 
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“ twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps, end golden phials full 
* of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And 
* they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy 
* to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
“for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed ns to 
§* God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
* tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made 
* us unto our God, kings and priests: and we shall 
* reign on the earth.” Rev. v. 7-10. 

Thus we behold all that is great and magnificent 
among men, bringing its glory and honour, and 
laying it at the feet of Jesus; and all that is past and 
present lost in the immensity and importance of 
that which is to come, 

He now approaches the priestly tribe of Levi, his 
kinsmen and friends according to the flesh, and 
copiously bestows his valedictory benediction upon 
them, in these remarkable words: “ Let thy Thum- 
“ mim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom 
“ thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou 
“ didst strive at the waters of Meribah ; who said unto 
“ his father, and to his mother, I have not seen him, 
“ neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew 
“ his own children ; for they have observed thy word 
“and kept thy covenant. They shall teach Jacob 
“ thy judgments, and Israel thy law: they shall 
« put incense before thee, and whole burnt-eacrifice 
upon thine altar. Bless, Lord, his substance, and 
* accept the work of his hands: smite through the 

2F2 


486 ISTORY OF MOSES. (keer. XXVL. 


** loins of them that rise against him, and of them 
“that hate him, that they rise not again.” Deut. 
Xxxxiil, 8-11. , 

Levi had been a partaker with Simeon, in shed- 
ding the blood of the Shechemites, and had fallen 
under the same condemnation ; but their spirit and 
zeal in expiating the guilt of the golden calf by the 
blood of its idolatrous worshippers, have removed 
the stain, and restored their own blood again; and 
the dreadful sentence, “JI will divide them in 
* Jacob, and scatter them in Israel,” as far as it 
affects them, is from a curse turned into a blessing. 
They are divided in Jacob, and scattered in Israel, 
but it is honourably to themselves and usefully to 
others; as the priests of the Lord, and the instruc- 
tors of the people. Why may we not suppose 
Eleazar the high priest, arrayed in his sacerdotal 
vestments, standing at the head of his tribe to 
receive the salutation of Moses, and that the ap- 
pearance of this sacred officer in the splendour of 
his pontifical garb, might suggest to Moses some of 
the particulars contained in this blessing, especially 
the beginning of it? “ Let thy Thummim and thy 
“ Urim be with the holy one.” “ Thy Thummim 
* and thy Urim,” that is, being interpreted, “ thy 
“ perfections and thy lights.” They were mysteries, 
of which we have spoken in a former lecture, put into 
the high priest's breast-plate, and were designed ap- 
parently to signify the graces and office of the priest- 
hood, which was committed to Aaron and to his 
seed, till Christ came, who should obtain and exer- 
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cise an everlasting and unchangeable priesthood, 
after a more excellent order than that of Aaron. 

According to the different ideas of the mystery of 
the Urim and Thummim, and the connexion here 
established between them and the temptation at 
Massah and the strife at Meribah, various turns and 
interpretations have been given to the words of 
Moses, 

1, They are supposed to be addressed to God 
himself, and the sense to run thus: “ Thy Thum- 
“min and thy Urim” (O God) be with the man, 
thy gracious saint (Aaron and his seed), whom thou 
temptedst with temptation, or contendedst with (for 
his sin) at the waters of Meribah, of which we have 
the history, Num. xx. “ And the Lord spake 
“unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me 
‘not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of 
“ Israel; therefore ye shall not bring this congrega- 
« tion into the land which I have given them. This 
ig the water of Meribah, because the children of 
© Israel strove with the Lord; and he was sanctified 
in them.” Numbers xx. 12, 13. 

Or, 2dly, They may be addressed to the whole 
tribe, and with this sense, Thy Thummim and thy 
Urim (O Levi) be with Aaron and his sons! the 
holy, chosen, anointed one of thy gracious God, 
whom thou, in common with the rest of Fsrael, 
temptedst in Massah and in the strife at Meribah. 

Or, 3dly, Understanding by the “ holy one,” the 
Christ of God, this will be the sense, Thy Thum- 
min and thy Urim (O Levi) is with (or belongs to) 
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the man thy holy one, (Messiah the Christ,) the 
holy one of God, whom thou temptedst at Massah, 
and didst strive with at Meribah, In this Jast inter- 
pretation, the weakness, insufficiency, imperfection, 
and transitoriness of the Levitical priesthood are 
implied: it retained not long the Urim and Thum- 
mim, but lost them in the Babylonish captivity, as 
we find from Ezra, chap. ii. ver. 63. “ And the 
“ Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not 
“ eat of the most holy things till there stood up @ 
“ priest with Urim and with Thummim.” And it 
does not appear that they ever had them more, 
until by Jesus Christ, our High Priest after the 
order of Aaron, they were restored in the “ light 
‘and truth” of the Gospel. 

The blessing upon Levi thus proceeds: “ Who 
«* said unto his father, and to his mother, I have not 
“geen him, neither did he acknowledge his bre- 
“thren, nor knew his own children : for they have 
“ observed thy word, and kept thy covenant.” 
Deut. xxxiii. 9, This is generally understood’ to ex- 
press the devotedness of that tribe to the worship 
of God, which laid them under a necessity of 
abstractedness from the world, and constrained 
them, when employed in the order of their course, 
to suppress all appearance of secular concern, such 
as mourning for the dead, and the like. Thus, 
when “ Nadab and Abihu perished by fire before 
* the Lord,” Aaron and his two surviving sons were 
expressly forbid to show any signs of sorrow. 
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes, 
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“Jest ye die.” “And Aaron held his peace.” 
The words are by many interpreters supposed parti 

cularly to refer to the judgment executed through 
the zeal of this tribe on their offending brethren in 
the matter of the golden calf, which is thus described: 
And Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and 
* said, Who is on the Lord’s side? Jet him come 
“unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered 
“ themselves together unto him. And he said unto 
“them, Thus saith the Lord God of Isracl, Put 
© every man his sword by his side, and go in and 
“ out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and 
* lay every man his brother, and every man his 
“ companion, and every man his neighbour. And 
* the children of Levi did according to the word 
of Moses: and there fell of the people that day 
* about three thousand men. For Moses had said, 
“ Consecrate yourselves to-day to the Lord, even 
“every man upon his son, and upon his brother ; 
“ that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.” 
Exodus xxxii, 26-29. And it may perhaps be 
intended as a warning to the Christian, priesthood, 
that though their profession does not call them 
whelly to renounce the world, to restrain the work- 
ings of natural affection, and cease to be men, yet 
it does call them to a higher degree of heavenly- 
mindedness, to stricter self-government, to a greater 
superiority to worldly attachments and pursuits: 
to have no respect of persons in dispensing the bread 
of life, to‘ know no man after the flesh,” to sit 
looser than others to the things of time. 
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The next article of their prophet’s parting bless- 
ing describes their glorious privileges : “ They shall 
* teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law; 
“they shall put incense before thee, and whole 
* burnt-saciice upon thine altar.” The priests’ 
lips shall keep knowledge. 

This tlen is the first duty of their office: to 
“teach Jacob the judgments of God, and Israel 
“his law.” Theirs was to be the distinguished 
honour of training up every succeeding generation 
as it arose, in the knowledge of the God of their 
fathers, in what he had dove for them, and in what 
he required of them ; of pointing out and inculcating 
upon them the connexion between their privileges 
and their duties, their safety and their obedience, 
their security and their fidelity. They were still to 
set before the people “ good and evil, the blessing 
and the curse,” the promiscs which allured to the 
one, the threatenings which deterred from the other, 
They were under the necessity, of consequence, of 
studying the law of God and the history of his pro. 
vidence themselves, in order to the inatraction of 
others : and to exhibit a decent conformity, in their 
own deportment, to what was written, as a pattern 
to their fellow-citizens, A tesk at once painful, 
dangerous, and honourable. 

The second duty of their station was, “to put 
«incense before God.” That sacred perfume was 
emLlematical of the prayers, the praises, and thanks- 
giving of Israel: and on Levi was conferred the 
glorious privilege of standing between God and the 
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people, of conveying from Him to them the dictates 
of his will, the promises of his grace, the assurance 
of his favour and protection ; and, as the mouth of 
the people, to re-convey to God the effusions of their 
gratitude, the acknowledgment of their submission 
and dependence ; their entire confidence in the truth 
and faithfulness of Got, their entire hope in his 
mercy. These the sons of Levi were to present 
before the Lord as incense; and with this sacrifice 
of praise from the people, the incense of their own 
grateful acknowledgments would naturally mingle 
and ascend. 

Finally, the blessing pronounced on this distin- 
guished tribe imposed on them the office of offering 
up “ whole burnt-sacrifice upon the altar of God.” 
They not only stood between a gracious God and 
an indebted people; but a holy and offended God, 
and a frail, offending people. Hence the necessity 
of “ burnt-sacrifice,” hence the idea of atonement, 
hence the shedding of blood for the remission of 
sin, hence the institution of the Levitical priest- 
hood—-* the shadow of good things to come.” And 
thus the daily sacrifice, the intercession of the 
house of Aaron, and the united characters of 
teacher and priest, in the same person, prefigured 
and pointed out, “ the Lamb of God, who taketh 
“ away the sin of the world ;"— The one Medi- 
ator between God and man, the man Christ 
* Jesus:—The great Teacher sent from God, who 
“ spake as never man spake:”— God's beloved 
* Son, in whom he is well pleased.” ~ 
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The conclusion of the benediction is prophetic, 
and descriptive of their reward, their inheritance, 
and security. ‘ Bless, Lord, his substance, and 
“ accept the work of his hands: smite through the 
* loins of them that rise against him, and of them 
“ that hatehim, thatthey risenotagain.” Deut. xxxiii. 
13. This is the perfection of creature happiness ; 
ample provision, with the blessing of the Almighty 
poured down and resting upon it—works and la- 
bours of love cheerfully performed and graciously 
accepted—every foe subdued, and every ground of 
fear for ever removed. Here may we not apply to 
this tribe in particular, what Moses, in the close, 
applics to Israel in general? * Happy art thou, O 
“ Levi: who is like unto thee, O people saved by 
“the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the 
* sword of thy excellency ! and thine enemies shall 
“* be found liars unto thee, and thou shalt tread 
“upon their high places.” Deut. xxxiii. 29. 

Such were the functions, the privileges, the ho- 
nours, and the emoluments of the Levitical priest- 
hood. They suggest to the Christian ministry the 
vigilance, diligence, fidelity, and zeal which become 
those “who must give account”—the necessity 
laid upon them “1o declare the whole counsel of 
“ God"=—the assured support on which they may 
depend, while they conscientiously aim at doing 
their duty—the “ glorious recompense of reward,” 
which is laid up for “ the good and faithful ser- 
* vant,” in that day “ when they that be wise shall 
“ shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
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“ they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars 
“ for ever and ever.” Dan. xii. 3. May the power 
of such motives be felt and understood by all who 
bear the sacred and important office, that by them 
they may be rendered “ steadfast, unmoveable, 
“always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
 asmuch as they know that their Jabour is not in 
“vain in the Lord.” 

The farther progress of Moses through the re- 
maining tribes of Israel, shall be the subject of the 
next Lecture. - 
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LECTURE XXVII. 


DEUT. XXXI. 1. 


And this is the blessing wherewith Moses, the man of God, 
blessed the children of Israel before his death, 


THE rich man in hell is represented, Luke xvi. 
27, 28, as entertaining the fond belief, that the 
return of one from the dead would certainly be 
effectual to the conviction and amendment of a 
thoughtless and impenitent generation. And men 
in general are disposed to ascribe an infallible ef- 
ficacy to means fabricated in their own imagination, 
while at the same time they wilfully neglect to use 
those which God has appointed, whose operation is 
undoubted, and of which they are in the entire pos- 
session. The man of one talent lays it up in a nap- 
kin and buries it, because he cannot with one do 
the work of five or ten. One man is an infidel, 
because the miraculous powers which once accom- 
ponied the preaching of the Gospel accompany it 
no more; another affects to despise all external 
evidence whatever, and looks at Christianity with 
a suspicious eye, because it called in miracles and 
prophecy to confirm and support it. The Jews re- 
jected the counsel of God against themselves, 
saying, “ He casteth out devils, by Beelzebub the 
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prince of the devils.” Matt. xii. 24. The Greeks 
accounted the doctrine of the cross foolishness, be- 
cause it belied their vain philosophy, and exposed 
their worldly spirit. 

Were it possible for the human race to assemble 
in one general council, in order to settle a mode of 
religion which would suit the whole, they would 
speedily be constrained to separate without coming 
to any specific, decisive agreement on a point so 
essential; for pride and selfishness, and the spirit 
of contradiction, would instantly raise opposition, 
and the most salutary idea would be rejected by one 
party, for no better reason than that it was adopted 
by another. Were the rich man to come from the 
dead, commissioned “ to tell the secrets of his 
* prison-house :” were Lazarus permitted to leave 
the bosom of Abraham, in order to display to men 
the glories of paradise; what could they say, that 
has not been repeated a thousand and a thousand 
times? The one would be esteemed by a busy, 
earelesz, unbelieving world, a poor moping mclan- 
choly wretch, fit for a place in Bedlam; the other 
would be called an enthusiastic visionary ; and they 
might, for aught the world cared, return to the 
places fiom whence they came, and report that 
mankind was better employed than to listen to their 
dreams ; that it was election time; that the term 
wascoming on; that a packet was expected, or that 
a fleet had arrived. 

Men amuse themsclves with crying up the advan- 
tages of those who saw Chriet going about doing 
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good, “healing all manner of sickness among the 
‘ people ;” of those who heard Paul preach, and 
the like; but the faithful and true witness assures 
us, that Jesus frequently wrought miracles, and 
Paul preached in vain. Capernaum, Bethsaida, 
Jerusalem, remained full of unbelievers; and apos- 
tolic cloquence was called babbling by one; it made 
another to shake under a temporary fit of trembling, 
and only “ almost persuaded” a third to be a 
Christian. 

The decision of father Abraham then, in the 
passage already referred to, is founded in truth and 
experience: “ If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
* phets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
* rose from the dead.” Luke xvi. $1. Moses spake 
upon the brink of the grave, and was forgotten the 
moment his voice ceased.—God_ himself thundered 
from Sinai, “ Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
‘graven image, or any likeness of any thing, that 
¢ is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt 
® not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : 
“ for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
* the third and fourth generation of them that hate 
« me,” Exod. xx. 4, 5; and within “ alittle month” 
we sec all Isracl dancing round a golden calf, and 
saying, “ These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
* thee up out of the land of Egypt.” Exod. xxxii. 
4. The Son of Man came down from Heaven, 
disclosed the secrets of the Eternal mind, descended. 
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into the grave, returned to the earth, and showed 
himself openly. But did infidelity stop her mouth? 
No. “Some of the watch came into the city, and 
«« showed unto the chief priests all the things that 
“ were done. And when they were assembled with 
* the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large 
* money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, his dis- 
“ ciples came by night, and stole him away while 
“‘weslept. And if this come to the governor's cars, 
“ we will persuade him, and sccure you. So they 
took the money, and did as they were taught: 
“ and this saying is commonly reported among the 
« Jews until this day.” Matt. xxviii. 11—15, 

The circumstances in which Moses took his last 
Tong farewell of his beloved charge were such, one 
would think, as to Icave a lasting and indelible 
impression on the minds of his hearers; but the 
sequel shows us that the impressions of gratitude, 
sympathy, sorrow, and regret, are * as the morning 
“ cloud and the early dew, which passeth away.” 

Having fiuished his course, and the time of his 
departure drawing nigh, we behold the man of God 
making his final progress through the camp of 
Israel ; going from tribe to tribe, from standard to 
standard, saluting every one by his name, and pro. 
nouncing over him the cordial benediction of a 
dying friend. We-have accompanied him from 
Reuben to Judah, and from Judah to Levi, and 
have heard his dying breath confirm the promise of 
royal dignity to the one, and entail the sacred dig- 
nity of the priesthood upon the other. They have 
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heard his last adieu. Their eyes shall behold him 
no more. He has new arrived at the encampment 
of Benjamin.—Benjamin the son of his mother’s 
sorrow, the son of his father’s right hand: the last of 
Israel in the coarse of nature, not the Icast in the affec- 
tion of his sole surviving parent, nor in importance 
as one of the heads of the holy commonwealth. 
Benjamin, destined of Providence to support the 
throne of David, when shaken by the revolt of 
ten tribes. And what is the blessing of Benjamin? 
% Of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the Lord 
shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall 
cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell 
“between his shoulders.” Deut. xxxiii. 12. 

The course in which Moses proceeded in pro- 
nouncing the blessing, is supposed by some to be 
prophetically governed, according to the geographi- 
cal description of Canaan, and to the order and 
course in which each portion was allotted to every 
several tribe, Benjamin, therefore, is addressed 
before his elder brother Joseph, because the lot of 
his inheritance was to lic between the lots of Judah 
aod Joseph, and to border upon each, and this, 
by consulting the book of Joshua, xviii. 11, you 
will find was thecase. And we shall afterwards find 
many circumstances concurring to give a distinction 
and a consequence to Benjamin, among the tribes 
of Israel. Jebus, that is, Jerusalem, fell to them. 
Of course, the seat of empire and of religion, in 
process of time, was fixed in the midst of them. 
Imperial Judah administered the affairs of govern- 
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ment in a city belonging to another tribe, and from 
the day that the temple was built, not only the 
priests the sons of Levi were called to minister in 
the order of their course, within the confines of their 
brother Benjamin; but all the males of all the 
tribes were obliged ‘o appear before the Lord in the 
same place, at the three great stated festivals every 
year, besides the innumerable occasional visits made 
to the metropolis of the whole country, as to the 
centre of civil government and of religious worship. 

On comparing the arrangement of the precious 
stones in the breast-plate of the high priest, with 
that of the same number and quality of gems which 
are represented as constituting the foundation of the 
New Jerusalem, we find the jasper standing last, with 
the name of Benjamin engravéd upon it in the 
breast-plate ; but it is the first in the foundation of 
the holy city, which is the type of the Christian 
church, 

With the aid of Benjamin alone, Judah was 
enabled to support an independent sovereignty, 
which considerably outlasted the kingdom of the 
ten tribes. This, and various other circumstances 
in the future history and condition of this. tribe, 
explain the blessing of Moses, which describes him 
as “the beloved of the Lord,” tenderly watched 
over and protected of Jehovah, as the progenitor 
of this tribe according to the flesh was carefully 
kept at home, and affectionately cherished by his 
father Jacob; as * dwelling in safety by him,” that 
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is, in confidence, in security, there being “ none 
* to make him afraid,” to whom God was so nigh. 
‘There is apparently an allusion to this, and a beau- 
tiful one, in the 48th Psalm, from verse t to 53 
* Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in 
« the city of our God, in thé mountain of bis holi- 
ness, Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
* whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the 
“ north, the city of the great king. God is known 
‘in her palaces for a refuge. For lo, the kings 
* were assembled, they passed by together. They 
* saw it, and so they marvelled; they were trou- 
“bled, and hasted away.”—* The Lord shall 
cover him,” adds Moses, “ all day long.”— 
“ Cover.” The Seventy translate the word by one 
that signifies “ to overshadow.” The Chaldean 
paraphrase is, “be shall be a shield over him;” 
it denotes a security, covering, or protection from 
evil; and ghe evangelical prophet, Isaiah, beauti- 
fully expands the thought in these remarkable 
words, descriptive of, and applied to the same ob- 
ject: “ And the Lord will create upon every dwell- 
ing place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, 
“acloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a 
“ flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory 
“ shall be a defence. And there shail be a taber- 
“ nacle for a shadow in the day-time from the heat, 
and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from 
“storm and from rain.” Isaiah iv. 5, 6.—* All 
* day long,” or “ every day;” that is, continually. 
“ And he shall dwell between his shoulders;” like 
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the head, the glory of the natural body, rearing 
itself’ majestically between, and upon “ the shoul. 
“ ders,” the strength and power of the man.— 
This was the blessing of Benjamin. 

Moses seeme now to turn to a peculiarly favourite 
object ; he seems to rise above himself, the spirit of 
dying Jacob appears to revive in him. As if the 
name of Joseph were the fire put to the train, he 
kindles, he blazens, he lightens. As if the name 
of Joseph were the signal to be at once great and 
sublime, tender and pathetic, epproaching his 
standard, recollecting the history and character of 
their illustrious progenitor, contemplating their 


rising greatness and prosperity, he thus breaks out in 
strains loftier than bard ever sung: ‘ Blessed of te 


*¢ Lord be his land, for the precious things of he-~ 
“ven, for the dew, afd for the deep that coucheth 
“ beneath; and for the precious fruits brought forth 
* by the sun, and for the precious thiggs put forth 
“by the moon, and for the chief things of the an- 
“cient mountains, and for the preeious things of 
“ the lasting hills. And for the precious things of 
“the earth, and the fulness thereof; and for the 
good-will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the 
“ blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon 
* the top of the head of him that was separated from 
“his brethren. His glory is like the firstling of his 
* bullock, and his horns are like the horns of uni- 
“corns: with them he shall push the people toge- 
ther to the ends of the earth: and they are the 
2c2 
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“ ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thou- 
*€ sands of Manasseli.” Deut. xxxili. 18—-17. Isaac 
had: but two sons, and found himself exhausted 
when he had bestowed a blessing upon one of them ; 
Jacob has twelve sons, and yet he has a several 
blessing for each son. Israel at the death of Moses 
was increased to an innumerable multitude, and yet 
there are blessings enough and to spare, and yet 
there is room, And when God shall have brought 
back the captivity of Jacob, when God shall have 
brought his ancient people within the bond of the 
gospel covenant, together with the fulness of the 
Gentile nations, the tide of benediction shall rise, 
and risc, and swell to the number and necessity of 
all the partakers. Thus the sacred stream which 
Exckicl saw in visiou, issuing from the threshold of 
the house, was at first buta ltttle bubbling fountain ; 
but after a progress of a thousand cubits, became 
* a brook of water up to the ancles ;” after a thou- 
sand more it had risen to the height of the loins; 
and after a thousand more, “ the waters were risen, 
* waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed 
“over” . f 

To go into a detail of the particulars contained in 
the blessing of Joseph, instead of occupying the 
space of an evening, might furnish employment for 
years,, I feel myself perfectly at a loss how to re- 
present it to your view; in what light first to con- 
sider it, or what particular part of it to bring for- 
ward—whether I should at all presume to attempt 
in illustration of it, or leave it altogether to your 
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private meditation, -- Never surely in the same quan- 
tity of words, were exhibited such a multitude and 
variety of beautiful, striking, and sublime ideas. 
‘When Joseph is to be blessed, the prophet for him 
arrays Nature in her gayest, richest attire : for him 
he digs into the mine, and cleaves the flinty rock, 
and pours jewels and gold at his feet. ‘ For him 
“the roses blow, for him distils the dew.” For 
him golden harvests wave in the fragrant air, aud 
rivers of milk and oil flow down the mountains and 
through the valleys. For him the swelling clusters 
of the vine assume a purple hue, the meadows 
clothe themselves with verdure, and the cedars of 
God lift their proud heads to the skies ; the sun and 
moon and eleven stars do obcisance to bim. Na- 
ture is then animated as it were to do him honour, 
to give him protection, to extend his empire, to 
minister to his delight. ‘Fhe grove becomes vocal, 
the bullock treads stately through: the plain, the uni- 
corn pushes with the horn, nations of efemies melt 
before him, the ten thousands of Ephraim, and the 
thousands of Manasseh cultivate their fertile peaceful 
fields, beautify their pleasant villages, fortify their 
magnificent cities. 

With inexhausted strength, with resistless force, 
the prophet then hurries us out of the sphere of Na- 
ture, bears us to the awful regions of religion, places 
our feet on holy ground. It is the blessing of Joseph, 
and we feel ourselves transported to the wilderness 
of Horeb; we behold the bush on fire, we uéar the 
voice of God himself from the midst of the flame. 
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But though it speaks from the midst of fire, to 
the house of Joseph it speaks nothing but love, it is 
a fire that consumes not, it breathes “good will.” 
Moses having thus as a poet touched every power of 
imagination, conducted us from one scene of delight 
to another, and made all Edep rise tp view; having 
as a prophet unveiled the world of spirits fo our as- 
tonished sight, and borne us on eagle's wings up to 
the throne of God, gently deviates into his charec- 
ter of orator and historian, and sweetly re-descends 
with us into the field of Zoan, and calls forth a ten- 
der sigh from our bosom over the hapless youth 
who was torn from his father’s embrace, and sold 
into slavery. ‘ Let the blessing come upon the 
 licad of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of 
* hhim that was separated from his brethren.” Deut. 
xxxiii. 16, But “ who is this that darkeneth coun- 
“ sel hy words without knowledge ?” Job xxxiii. 2. 
Moses, my friends, seems reluctant to break off his 
subject, he is loth to bid Joseph farewell ; as he goes 
he “casts a longing, lingering look behind,” and 
sighs out another blessing, after his tongue is silent. 
When Jacob speaks to Joseph, and Moscs writes 
and speaks of him, neither of them know how to 
leave off. 

We soon find the prediction of Moses verified, and 
the parting benediction falling down, according to 
the letter of it, in copious showers ypon the head of 
Joseph, For though half the tribe of Manasseh ob- 
tained au inheritance beyond Jordan, and a fair and 
spacious fot had fallen to the rest of the sons of 
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Joseph in Canaan, they are soon unde? the neces- 
sity of applying to Joshua for an additional lot to en- 
large their border. “ And the children of Joseph 
spake unto Joshua, saying, Why hast thou given 
** me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing 
“ Tam a great people, forasmuch as the Lord hath 
“blessed me hitherto? And Joshua answered 
“them, If thou be a greatpeople, then get thee up to 
“ the wood-country, and cut down for thyself there 
“in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if 
* mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. And the 
* children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for 
“ us: and all the Canaanites that dwell in the land 
* of the valley have chariots of iron, both they witb 
* are of Beth-shean and her towns, and they who are 
* of the valley of Jezreel. And Joshua spake unto 
“the house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to 
‘ Manasseb, saying, Thou arta great people, and 
“hast great power: thou shalt not have one lot 
“only. But the mountain shall be thine ; for it is 
“a wood, and thou shalt cut it down : and the out- 
goings of it shall be thine: for thou shalt drive 
“ out the Canaanites, though they have iron cha. 
“ yiots, and though they be strong.” Joshua xvii. 
M—18. wf! J 
The Jewish vefiters take delight in expatiating up- 
on the beauty and fruitfulness of the providentially 
allotted portion of this tribe. They represent Ca- 
naan as a garden, -in comparison to the rest of the 
world, and mount Ephram with its adjacent plains, 
«as the garden of Canaan.—But we must hasten from 


“ HISTORY OF MOSES. (Lecr. XXVIL 


it, and attend our departing prophet, as he bids a 
shorter adieu to the remaining tribes. 

As the lots of Zebulun and’ Issachar were to be 
contiguous in Canaan; as they were brothers-ger- 
man, being both sons of Leah, and thereby had a 
nearer interest and affection among themselves, and 
their tents were pitched contiguous to each other 
in the plains of Moab, Moses addresses them as 
forming one body of people. ‘ And of Zebulun he 
* said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and 
“ Yssachar in thy tents.” Deut. xxxiii, 18. This 
is, with little variation,a repetition and confirmation 
of the blessing pronounced by dying Jacob. Zebu- 
Wm, the younger of the two brothers, is in both 
preferred ; and in distributing the lots, Zcbulun 
has the third, ‘Issachar only the fourth. The in- 
heritance of Zcbulun was to be of a peculiar quality, 
and they were to draw their subsistence and wealth 
from sources very different from those of the rest 
of Israel ; they were to grow great by navagation and 
trade. 

The sea, that unruly element, was to be made 
tributary to them, and through it, a passage opened 
to them to the vast, populous, and wealthy shores of 
Africa on the south, and of Asia and Europe on the 
north. “ hey shall suck of the abundance of the 
‘scas, and of treasures hid in the sand. They 
shall call the people unto the mountain; there 
§* they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness.” Deut, 
wxxili. 19. The Chaldean applies these words 
peculiarly to Issachar, and translates them thus; 
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“ Rejoice, Issachar, that is, be thou blessed in thy 
« going to appoint the times of the solemn feasts of 
« Tsrael,” which has a reference to what we read of 
this tribe, 1,Chron. xii. 32. “ And of the children of 
“ Issachar, which were men that had understanding 
“ of the times, to know what Israel ought to do: 
“the heads of them were two hundred, and all 
* their brethren were at their commandment.” This 
is generally understood of the times and seasons of 
the year, of the new moons and other appearances 
of the heavenly bodies, by which the solemn festi- 
vals were regulated, and which they of Issachar, by 
their astronomical observation and skill, caleulated 
for the use of all Israel. Hence they are represent- 
ed in the blessing of Moses as calling the people 
‘unto mount Zion, where the temple was.” Thus 
we sce that every tribe had some separate and dis- 
tinct province, some peculiar benefit and privilege, 
that in the commonwealth of Israel, as in the natu- 
ral body, there might be no schism, nor the hand 
be able to say to the eye or to the foot, “ I have 
“no need of thee.” « 

Moses advances to the tents of Gad with these 
words upon his tongue: “ Blessed be he that 
* enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as a lion, and tearcth 
*¢the arm with the crown of the head. And he 
“ provideth the first part for himself, because there 
in a portion of the lawgiver was he seated: and 
* he came with the heads of the people, he executed 
“the justice of the Lord, and his judgments with 
 Tsrgel.” Deut. xxxiii. 20, 21. The enlargement 
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of Gad may refer to his inheritance which God here- 
by promised to extend, ashe did that of Israel in 
general. ‘I will enlarge thy border!” or it may 
be understood of his person, and will then imply 
deliverance out of trouble, in which sense the word 
is used, Psalm iv. 1: ‘ Thou hast enlarged when I 
4 was in distress.” If so the words of Moses refer 
to the troubles of Gad, prophesied of by his dying 
father, and the history of the deliverance and 
enlargement of that tribe from the hands of their 
enemies, by Jephtha the Gileadite. We read of 
Gadites in David's time, who were “ mighty men of 
“yalour,” whose faces were like the “faces of 
* Jions,” and were §-as swift as the roes upon the 
® mountains.” Hence he is said “ to dwell as a 
ion, and to tear the arm with the crown of the 
“head ;” the emblems of sovereignty and strength, 
intimating that none should be so high or powerful, 
but the might of Gad should bring him down. The 
blessing in the 21st verse plainly refers to the provi- 
sion already made for this tribe in conjunction with 
Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh, in the 
kingdoms of Og and Sihon. “And he provided 
* the first part for himeelf, because there in a por- 
tion of the lawgiver was he seated: and he came 
“with the heads of the people, he executed the 
“ justice of the Lord, and his judgments with Israel.” 
Deut. xxxiii. 21. 

The younger children of a numerous family are 
to a stranger so many uninteresting, insignificant 
names; they have a mere family likeness, they 
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speedily become undistinguishable, we mistake the 
one for the other. It is not so with the parents ; 
they have distinguishing marks for each, they have 
@ particular affection for every one; they have some- 
thing to say to, to say of, every one. Thus Dan 
and Naphtali and Asher are to us so many words 
without a meaning ; but in the eyes of Moses all 
have a special importance, each particular blessing 
has a special moaning, and the last is not the least 
in his affection. But as strangers we pass by the 
rest, and distinct ideas of only two or three, of 
Judah and Levi, and of Benjamin and Joseph, 
cleave to our memory ; these we would know among 
ten thousand, these we can never forget. 

We must now suppose Moses to have finished his 
round, to have returned to bis place; and, closing 
the solemn scene with taking a general survey of 
the whole, he rises from the goodly tents of Israel, 
to the contemplation and acknowledgment of Israel's 
God, and he finally desists from speaking and acting, 
in raptarous admiration of Him in whom he lived, 
moved, and breathed ; he begins heaven on earth, by 
pouring out his soul in the bosom of the God of 
heaven and earth. “ There is none like unto the 
“ God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in 
“ thy help, and in his exccllency on the sky. The 
“ eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
“ everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the 
“enemy from before thee, and shall say, destroy 
“them. Israel then shall dwell in safety alone; 
“the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of 
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“corn and wine, also his heavens shall drop down 

» “dew. [lappy art thou, O Israel, whois like unto 
“thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield of 
“ thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency ! 
and thine encmies shall be found liars unto thee, 
“and thou shalt tread upon their high places. 
Deut. xxxiii. 26—29. 

Moses pronounced a blessing which he could not 
bestow, which has long ago spent itsclf, the effects 
of which are no longer visible.—Cbrist led out his 
disciples as far as to Bethany: “ and he lifted up his 
“hands, and blessed them.” Luke xxiv. 50. He 
pronounced a blessing it was in his power to confer, 
which has not spent its force, which reaches into 
eternity: “ Go ye and teach all nations; baptizing 
“them in the name of the Father, and of the 
* Son, and of the Holy Ghost; tcaching them to 
“ observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you. And lo, £.am with you always, even unto 
“the end of the world.” Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
Heaven and carth shall pass away, but his word 
shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. “ Ile ever 
* liveth to make intercession for us.” “ All power 
« is given unto him in beaven and in earth.”—What 
are the kingdoms of this world, and the glory of 
them? What is now the land which once flowed 
with milk and loney? Where are now “ the ten 
* thousands of Ephraim, and the thousands of 
“ Manasseh?” The blessing even of Joseph has 
failed, and the beauty of Mount Ephraim is ho 
more. But we receive trom our great Prophet “a 
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“ kingdom which cannot be moved, an inheritance 
“ incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not 
“ away.” His benediction embraces a globe; it 
extends from generation to generation; it uhites his 
second to his first coming; it expands a new crea- 
tion, “ new heavens and a new earth, whertin dwell- 
“ eth rightcousness;” it exalts guilty fallen men to 
the dignity of the sons of God. Let him bless me, 
and I shall be blessed. Lord, lift thou upon me 
the light of thy countenance, and I shall be saved : 
breathe upon me, and I shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The blessing of Moses implied succession and 
change, contention and triumph; it exhibited the 
“ confused noise of the warrior, and garments rolled 
“ in blood,” the exaltation of one on the depression 
of another :—The blessing of Christ presents sta- 
bility and permanency, harmony and peace, equality 
and acquiescence; it exhibits only the noble con- 
tention of generous and affectionate spirits, the 
triumphs of benevolence; the spirit of adoption 
bursting from every lip, Abba, Father ; the spirit 
of brotherly love glowing in every bosom, tuning 
the tongue to the law of kindness, beaming from 
the eye in looks of tenderness. A greater than 
Moses is with us: We “ are not under thedaw, but 
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me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified against 
me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? So Na- 
omi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daugh- 
ter-in-law with her, which returned out of the 
country of Moab. And they came to Beth-lehem 
in the beginning of barley-harvest. 
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Ruth ii. 4.—And behold, Boaz came from Beth-le- 
hem, and said unto the reapers, The Lord be 
with you: and they answered him, The Lord 
bless thee. 
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Yeapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish 
damsel that came back with Naomi out of the 
country of Moab: and she said, I pray you, let 
me glean and gather after the reapers amongst 
the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even 
from the morning until now, that she tarried a 
little in the house. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, | 
Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean 
in another field, neither go from hence, but abide 
here fast by my maidens. Let thine eyes be on 
the field that they do reap, and go thou after 
them: have I not charged the young men that 
they shall not touch thee? and when thou art 
athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that 
which the young men have drawn. Then she felf 
‘on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and 
said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine ~- 
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, 
seeing I am 2 stranger? And Boaz answered and 
said unto her, It hath fully been showed me all 
that thou hast done unto thy mother-in-law since 
the death of thine husband: and how thou hast 
left thy father and thy mother, and the lend of thy 
nativity, and art come unto a people which thou 
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knewest not heretofore. The Lord recompense 
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favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast 
comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken 
friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not 
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to-day is Boaz. And Naomi ssid unto her daugh- 
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by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of 
barley-harvest, and of wheat-harvest ; and dwelt 
with her mother-in-law.—Theu Neomi her mo- 
ther-in-law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not 
seek reat for thee, that it may be well with thee? 
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Ruth ivy. 18—17,.—So Boaz took Ruth, and che 
was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the 
Lord gave her conception, and she bare a son, 
And the women said unto Neomi, Blessed be + 
the Lord, which hath not left thee this day with- 
out a kinsman, that his name may be famous 
in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer 
of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age. 
For thy daughter-in-law, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, hath borne 
him. And Naomi took the child, and laid it in 
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her bosom, and became nurse unto it. And the 
women her neighbours gave it # name, saying, 
"There is a son born to Naomi, and they called 

‘his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. 


LECTURE XIX. 


HISTORY OF HANNAH, THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL. . 286 


1 Sam. i. 1~-8.—Now there was a certain man of 
Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, and 
his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the 
son of Elihu, the son of Toha, the son of Zuph, 
an Ephrathite. And he had two wives; the name 
of the one was Hannah, and the name of the 
other Peninnab: and Peninnah had children, 
but Hannah had no children, And this man 
went up out of his city yearly to worship and to 
sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh, And 
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinchas, the 
priests of the Lord, were there. And when the 
time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Pe- — 
ninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her 
danghters, portions, But unto Hannah he gave 
worthy portion: for he loved Hannah; but the 
Lord had shut up her womb, And her adversary 
also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, be- 
eause the Lord had shut up her womb. And 
ashe did so year by year, when she went up to 
the house of the Lord; so she provoked her: 
therefore she wept, end did not cat. ‘Then said 
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Eikansh her husband to her, Hannah, why 
weepest thou? snd why eatest thon not? and why 
in thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than 
ten sons? 


LECTURE XX. 


HISTORY OF HANNAH... + e.e eee weretee aoe 


1 Sam. i, 9—18.—So {Tanna rove up after they had 
eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drank. Now 
Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the 
temple of the Lord, And she was in bitterness 
of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept 
sore, And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord 
of hosts, if thou wilt indeed lock on the afflic- 
tion of thine handmaid, and remember me, and 
not forget thine handmaid, but will gite him unto 
thine handmaid a man-child, then I will give 
him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his head. And it 
came to pass as she continued praying before the 
Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah 
she spake in her heart, only her lips moved, but 
her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she 
had been drunken. And Eli said unto her, How 
Jong-wiit thou be drunken? Put away thy wine 
from thee. And Hannah answered and said, No, 
my lord, I am s woman of a sorrowfal spirit ; 
Ihave drank neither wine nor strong drink, but 
have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count 
not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for 
out of the abundance of my complaint and grief 
have I spoken hitherto. Then Eli answered and 
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ssid, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant 
thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him. 
And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace 
, in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and 
did eat, and her countenance was no more sad. 


LECTURE XXI. 
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1 Sam. i, 19—28,—And they arose up in the morning 
early, and worshipped before the Lord, and re- 
turned, and came to their house to Ramah: and 
Ekkenah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord ree 
membered her. Wherefore it came to pass, when 
the time was come about, after Hannah had 
conceived, that she bare a son, and called his 
name Samuel, saying, Because 1 have asked him 
of the Lord. And the man Elkanah, and all his 
house, went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly 
sacrifice, and his vow. But Hannah went not 
up: for she said unto her husband, I will not goup 
until the child be weaned, and then I will bring 
him, that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever. And Elkanah her husband 
said untoher, Do what seemeth thee good ; tarry 
until thou have weaned him: only the Lord estab- 
Tah his word, Sothe woman shode, and gave her 
son suck until she weaned him, 
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LECTURE I. 


DEUTERONOMY XXXIV. 1—6, 
/ 


And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain 
of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over-agsinst Jericho : 
And the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, 
and all Napthali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, 
and all the lend of Judah unto the utmost aca, and the 
south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of 
palm-trees, unto Zoar, And the Lord said unto him, This is 
the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have 
cansed thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go 
over thither, So Moses the servant of the Lord died there 
in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 
And he buried him in 9 vailey in the land of Moab, over- 
agsinst Beth-peor: bat no man knoweth of his sepulchre 
unto this day, 
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designs of their fellow travellers. By degrees this sus- 
picious cautiousness wears off; it becomes their mutual 
desire and endeavour to please and oblige, they feel 
themselves united by a common interest, their com- 
munications becomes frequent and free, they dis- 
cover all that is in their hearts, they take a kind 
concern in each other's future fortunes, they ex- 
change tokens of affection, they devise the means of 
coming together again, and they part at length with 
regret. We seem, my brethren, to have been 
travelling through a vast country; we seem to have 
been conversing with men of different ages and 
regions ; we have contemplated many a fair prospect, 
we have marked many successive changes, and at 
the end of another stage or two, we must separate, 
and bid each other farewell, Like men acquainted 
and friendly, who know each other’s meaning, and 
wish cach other's happiness, we look back to our 
common pilgrimage with some degree of satisfaction, 
and forward, I trust, with some degree of desire to 
meet together again. ‘The mutual token which, in 
the mean time, we shall carry with us, to stir up 
our minds by way of remembrance, is one that 
touches the heart by more than one spring, the 
memory of a dear and estimable common friend, 
who has contributed much to ,our pleasure and 
improvement, who was lovely and pleasant in, 
life, and in death fills the soul with admiration and 
regret; but whom we have the felicity of consider- 
ing as having only preceded us alittle in a journey, 
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on which we too have already entered, and the end of 
which will bring us all to the same home with him. 
‘The pen has now dropped from the hand of Moses, 
and silent is his tongue; and another, not himself, 
must tell us what he is, and how he died. Every scene 
in the life of this illustrious man is singular, and 
instructive as singular; and his latter end is not the 
least interesting and yseful. He had now completed 
his one hundred and twentieth year, without having 
become subject to the usual infirmitics of that ad- 
vanced age. It is onc thing tolive long, and another 
to beold. We frequently see old age commenced 
by many woful symptoms, Jong before the man has 
begun to live at all: and we sometimes see the wis- 
dom and piety of grey hairs giving, lustre to the 
bloom of youth, and tempering the vivacity of the 
morning of life. We wish to live long, but we 
weakly associate what never met, except in Moses 
and a favoured few like him, perfect soundness of 
faculties and the capacity of enjoying life, united to 
length of days and richness of experience. We 
wish to live long, but fail to reflect on dimness 
of eyes, decay of memory, wasting of strength, 
loss of appetite, the neglect or unkindness of friends, 
and the other concomitants of that forlorn period. 
We wish to live long, but if the days come we find 
them evil; when these wished-for years draw nigh, 
we are constrained to acknowledge <* we have no plea- 
gure in them.” The few, the very few exceptions 
which the history of mankind furnishes, from the 
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general rule, serve only the more grievously to con- 
firm it. Happy would it be for old men, however, 
happy for themselves, and most happy for others, 
though they cannot retain at pleasure the clear- 
sightedness and vigour of Moses, did they cultivate 
as they ought, and acquire as they might, something 
of his meekness, and gentleness, and condescension ; 
they would not have such frequent reason to complain 
of the petulance, self-sufficiency, and presumption 
of young men, if they themselves would learn to 
be less peevish, and obstinate, and overbearing. For 
bad as the world is, age will obtain respect, unless 
it takes pains to provoke insult and disrespect. 

The death of Moses, then, was not in the ordi- 
nary course of nature; it was not preceded by its 
usual harbingers, it was not occasioned by a failure 
of the radical moisture, by the stroke of violence, 
or the malignity of disease, but by a simple act of 
the will of God. “ Wherefore, then should it be 
“thought a thing incredible that God should raise 
“ the dead?” When we sve the antediluvian patri- 
archs living to one thousand years, the eye of Moses, 
at one hundred and twenty, not dim, nor bis natural 
force abated, and “ Christ, the first fruits,” bursting 
asunder the bars of the grave; have we not so many 
concurrent presumptions and proofs of immortality 
and the resurrection ? And what inust be the angelic 
beauty, the celestial vigour, the undecaying lustre 
and‘ glory of bodies, ‘* fashioned like to Christ's 
* glorious body,” when we see the face of Moses 
shine, that it could not be steadfastly looked at, and 
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behold it preserving to life’s extremity the morning 
dew of youth? The honour put on Moses was rare 
and singular, but the glory to be revealed is a bless. 
edness of which all the redeemed of the Lord shall 
partake. 

When the summons arrived for Aaron to prepare 
for death, Moses his brother, and Eleazar his son 
and successor, were commanded to ascend the 
mountain with him} and to assist in the solemuities 
of the awful charge; but Moses advances alone to 
meet death, to meet his God. The holy vestments, 
with the office to which they appertained, descended 
from father to son, and were at length done away al. 
together and lost ; but the moral and spiritual parts 
of the dispensation never waxed old, could not 
see corruption, but like God, their author, were 
unchangeable ; and like Moses, by whom they were 
delivered to the world, unenfeebled by length of 
time, they continued till Christ, the restorer of 
all things, interwove them with the tissue of the 
Gospel, and conferred immortality upon them. 

We must now look back to the sentence of death 
which was pronounced against Moses, and to the 
crime which provoked the irreversible doom : “ And 
“the Lord spake unto Moses that self-same day, 
saying, Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, 
unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab 
that is over-against Jericho; and bebold the land 
* of Canaan, which I give unto the children of 
§ Israel for a possession, and die in the mount whi- 
“ther thou goest up; and be gathered unto thy 
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« people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, 
* and was gathered unto his people; because ye 
“ trespassed against me among the children of Israel 
* at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness 
“ of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst 
“ of the children of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the 
“land before thee ; but thou shalt not go thither 
“ unto the land which I give the children of Israel.” 
Deut. xxxii. 48—52. Here many things concur 
to surprise and instruct us. The offence of Moses 
seems a venial one ; he erred merely through hasti- 
ness of spirit; and had he not good cause to be 
angry? He was not often so overtaken, he quickly 
repented, and recovered tranquillity and self-govern- 
ment. He repeatedly attempted to soften justice 
by submission and entreaty; he asked for nothing 
unreayouable and absurd ; he wished merely to be a 
witness of the divine bounty, truth, and faithfulness; 
infinitely greater offenders had at his entreaty been 
forgiven and restored. But justice relented not: 
Moses for one offence must die; the grace which he 
often obtained for others is to himself denied. Let 
the wretch loaded with a thousand crimes black as 
hell, and malignant as the spirit that reigns in the 
children of disobedience, think of this and tremble. 
Toat “ fool makes a mock of sin.” ‘ Father for- 
“give him, he knows not what he does.” One 
transgression excluded Moses from Canaan; and 
with so many imperfections on his head, loaded 
with so many crimes of a nature so vile and atrocious, 
can he think of entering into the kingdom of Hea- 
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ven? When we see such inflexible and unrelenting 
severity pursuing the dearest and most distinguished 
of God’s children, who shall dare to think or to 
call any sin a little one? Who shall presume on 
mercy, who shall dream of washing away his guilt 
by the tears of penitence, who shall harden himself 
against God, and hope to prosper ? The great crime 
in the sight of God is giving that glory to another 
which belongeth to Himself alone. For this Moses 
died without remedy ; from the consequence of this 
he could not escape, though he sought it carefully 
and with tears. The character of Moses comes 
near to perfection, but it is not faultless; he too, 
with the guiltiest, stands in need of pardon and 
atonement ; and when “ rightcousness is laid to the 
“Tine, and judgment to the plummet,” his life must 
pay the forfeit. Moses therefore could not be a 
saviour to others; had his conduct been perfectly 
pure, it had been still but the righteousness of a 
man, it could but have delivered his own soul, it 
could have merited nothing at the hands of a holy 
God. In order to constitute a Saviour for the 
guilty, to unspotted purity of moral character 
must be, superadded divinity of nature, to give 
efficacy and virtue to suffering, and value to the 
shedding of blood. Thus the law made nothing 
perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; 
“and what the law could not do, in that it’ was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for ain, con- 
“demned sin in the flesh.” Rom. viii. 3, We 
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flee to thee, blessed Jesus, to cover ys in the day of 
wrath; thy blood cleanseth from all sin; by the 
deeds of the law we cannot be justified, we look for 
redemption from the curse, through thy meritorious 
death and righteousness, “‘ for the forgiveness of all 
our sins, according to the riches of thy grace. 

But though death was to Moses a mark of the 
divine displeasure, and the punishment of sin, like 
all the chastenings of fatherly wisdom, like all the 
punishments of Heaven, it was in the issue, and 
upon the whole, a real benefit, it was unspeakably 
great gaint it relieved him of a burthen sometimes 
ready to prove intolerable, it introduced him to com- 
munion with God more intimate and endearing than 
ever he had hitherto enjoyed ; it placed him among 
the spirits of just men made perfect. Moses died 
in sight of the promised land, was permitted to 
measure it with his eye, and to jadge of its fertility 
from specimens of its produce: and all that the 
Jebours and light of those who are fellow-workers 
with Moses can do, is te repeat the promise, to 
point with the Singer, and to say, “ This is the way, 
walk ye in it.” Jt belongs to another power to 
subdue corruption, to divide Jordan, to level the 
walls of proud Jericha. 

‘We know the offence, we haye heard the doom, 
the peprieve is expired, the warrant of death is sign- 
ed, the day of execution is come. But the bitter-~ 
nese of death is over already, the sting of death is 
plucked out, and even the word that condemns and 
kills the body is 9 word of love. A worldly mind 
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cannot discern the reason why the cross is the way, 
why death is in the cup, why the entrance into the 
kingdom of God is through the thorny road of much 
tribulation ; but the child of God, the disciple of 
Jesus, has ceaced from himself and from his own will 
and understanding : * He knows whom he has be- 
* lieved,” and who has said, “ As many as J love I re- 
“buke and chasten.” He sees death in the list of his 
privileges and possessions, and is assured that all 
shall work together for his good. 

Moses has fulfilled like 2 hireling hie day, has 
written, has spoken, has judged, lias prayed, has 
blessed ; the business of life is ended; he has glori- 
fied God on earth, it only remains that he glorify 
him, by submission to his sovereign will in dying. 
Behold him then solitarily and solemnly advancing 
to encounter the last enemy: he has passed through 
the plain, and again he begins to climb up into the 
mount to meet God. The eyes of all Israel are ri- 
vetted to his footsteps. Who is not ready to cry 
out, “ Would to-God I could die for thee!” Every 
step he advances plants a dagger in the heart. The 
distance begins to render vision indistinct, his per- 
son is diminished to a speck, they fondly imagine 
they see’him still, the eyes strain for another and 
another glimpse, they are suffused with tears, they 
can behold him no more, But he still beholds their 
goodly tents, he secs all Israel collected into one 
point of view:—Jehovah dwelling in the midst of 
his people, the tabernacle with the pillar of cloud 
resting uppn it: his affection with his sight is con- 
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centred on the happy spot, his whole soul goes out 
in one general departing blessing. As he ascends, 
the prospect expands and brightens to his ravished 
eye. He can trace Jordan from its source, till it 
falls into the sea; he wanders with delight from 
hill to hill, from plain to plain. He sees on this 
side mount Lebanon losing its lofty head in the 
clouds; on that, the ocean and the sky meeting 
together to terminate his view. Beneath his feet, 
as it were, the city of palm-trees, and the happy 
fields which the posterity of Joseph were destined 
to inhabit. The land which Abraham had measured 
with his foot in the length and in the breadth of it; 
in which Isaac and Jacob had sojourned as stran- 
gers; which God had fenced, and cultivated, and 
planted, and enriched by the hand of the Canaanite 
for his beloved people; which the sun irradiated 
with milder beams, which the dew of heaven re- 
freshed with sweeter moisture, and which the early 
and the latter rain fattened in more copious showers. 
“ And the Lord said unto him, This is the land 
% which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
‘unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed ; 
“ J have caused thee to sec it with thine eyes, but 
* thou shalt not go over thither.” Deut. xxxiv. 4. 

But what is the glory of this world? It passeth 
away. What is the felicity of man, who must die, 
and of the son of man who isa worm? It cometh 
quickly to a period. The eye which age had not 
made dim must nevertheless be closed in death at 
length; the strength which a hundred and twenty 
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years had not been able to impair, is in a moment 
by one touch of the finger of God dissolved; the 
heart which God and Israel had so long divided is 
now wholly occupied with God. In the midst of a 
vision so divine Moses gently falls asleep; and he 
who falls asleep in the bosom of a Father needs to 
be under no anxiety about his awakening. “So 
* Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord.” 
Deut. xxxiv. 5. Moses died with Canaan full in 
view, enjoying cvery thing but possession? and the 
utmost that his dispensation can do is to ascertain 
the existence of the heavenly country; to describe 
its boundaries, nature, and situation; to conduct 
to its limits, and to put us under the conduct of the 
great Captain of salvation. 

When we sce the prophet of the Jaw so far from 
having power to introduce others into their promised 
rest, that he himself could not enter in because of 
unbelief; we are admonished to court the protection 
and assistance of a more potent arm ; to cleave to 
him who, by dying, has overcome death, and him 
who hath the power of death; “ who opencth and no 
man shutteth, and shutteth and no man opencth.” 

But Oh, what a blessed transition! From the 
fairest earthly prospect that eye ever beheld, to the 
enjoyment of a fairer inheritance, eternal in the 
heavens: from the tents of Jacob to the encamp- 
ment of angels under Michael their prince ; from a 
glory confiued and transitory, to glory unbounded, 
unchangeable; from the symbol of the divine pre- 
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sence in a pillar of fire and cloud, to his real pre- 
sence, where there “ is fulness of joy;” and where 
“there are pleesures for evermore ;” Ps. xvi. 113 
to see him as he is, and to be transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory. Behold Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, rushing from their thrones 
to welcome to the realms of light the shepherd of 
Israel, who had led the chosen seed from strength 
to strength, from triumph to triumph, while the 
voice of the Eternal himself proclaims, “ Well done, 
“good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of 
“thy Lord.” 

But we must descend from this exceeding high 
mountain, and inquire after the breathless clay of 
the servant of the Lord, It is precious in the sight 
of God ; not a particle of it shall be lost in the grave, 
and it shall be raised up at the last day. In every 
other instance He leaves the dead to bury their dead, 
but He charges himself with the body of Moses, 
performs himself the rites of sepulture, conveys it, 
by the ministration of angels, from the top of Nebo 
to a tomb of his own providing, “ in a valley in the 
land of Moab, over-against Beth-peor: but no man 
“ knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.” Deut, 
xxxiv. 6, 

‘The reason commonly assigned for concealing the 
place where Moses was interred, was to prevent a 
superstitious use for his tomb and relics, which 
people eo prone to idolatry might readily have sdopt. 
ed, and with as good colour of reason at least as the 
votaries of apy hero, prince, or saint, that ever was de- 


kacr. L) HISTORY OF MO§ES. 1s 


ified, could allege for their conduct. The Scripture 
saith expressly, that at the time this conclusion of 
the book of Deuteronomy was written, whether by 
Joshua, his immediate successor, by Samuel, three 
hundred and fifty years afterwards, or by Ezra, after 
the dissolution of the monarchy and the Babylonish 
captivity, that then the place of Moses’s burial was 
unknown to any man, and had been #0 from the 
beginning; and yet such is the wickedness of im- 
posture on the one hand, and the fondness of 
credulity on the other, that so late as the year of our 
Lord 1655, a pretended discovery of the spot was 
made, and attempted to be imposed upon the world. 

The outlines of the story are as follow: “ Cer- 
* tain shepherds, who were feeding their goats on 
“the mountains of Nebo and Abarim, observed 
that some of their charge were in use to disap- 
“ pear, and were absent for several days together; 
“and that upon their return to the flock their hair 
“was perfumed with something that smelled ex- 
“ tremely sweet. This excited their curiosity, and 
“ determined them to investigate the affair with the 
“utmost accuracy. They accordingly traced their 
* goats, and were led by them through rugged and 
« rocky places to a little vale, where, upon examine- 
“tion, they discovered a kind of cave, out of which 
“ proceeded a very agreeable smell, resembling that 
“which the goats conveyed on their fleeces, and 
“which had first suggested the inquiry. In the 
* middle of the cave they found a tomb of stone, on 
“ which certain characters were engraven, which, 
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“ being illiterate, they could not decipher; but 
“they soon perceived that the sweet smell was 
* communicated to their persons and garments. 
“Upon this they went immediately to Mataxat, 
“ patriarch of the Maronites, who resided at the 
monastery of St. Mary, on mount Lebanon, and 
“elated to him the particulars of their discovery. 
«The fragrance that still adhered to their clothes 
* confirming their testimony, he sent two of his 
« monks with them, (one of them a man of pro- 
“ found erudition, nained Aben-Useph,) who found, 
“in the place pointed out to them, a monument 
“inscribed with these words in Hebrew, Moses 
‘tne SERvaNT OF THE Lorp. The patriarch, 
“ transported with joy at a discovery so marvellous, 
“* besought Morat, Pacha of Damascus, to consti- 
“tute him sole guardian of the sepulchre, But 
* the Greeks and Armenians, as well as the Fran- 
* ciscan friars, and after them the Jews, violent- 
“ly opposed it, and, unable to agree, tried hy dint 
“ of interest at court, by presents to the Mufti and 
* Grand Vizier, to appropriate each to themselves the 
“ superintendance of this tomb, which they equally 
* believed to be that of Moses, and which the Jews, 
* with peculiar earnestness, insisted must belong to 
“them. They represented that, among all the 
possessions of the Grand Signor, none could be 
“ more valuable and illustrious than the property of 
“ three sepulchres so renowned as that of Mahomet 
“at Mecca, of Jesus Christ at Jerusalem, and of 
Moses in Mount Nebo. But the Jesuits had the 
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* address, by presents happily applied, to defeat the 
* claims of all thosepretenders, and to obtain an order 
* for shutting up the sepulcbre, and obstructing the 
“ road that led to it; nay for prohibiting all access 
* to it, under pain of death. They were meanwhile 
*¢ forming a design of secretly conveying off the body 
« of Moses, which they flattered themselves would 
“+ prove a considerable accession of respectability, 
“and a new source of wealth to their Order. 
* Having, however, with much difficulty and 
“danger, penetrated into the sepulclire, it was 
“found entirely empty; no body, uo relics ap- 
“ peared.” Hornius, Secul. xvii. These pleasing 
chimeras vanished almost as soon as formed ; for 
a learned Rabbin proved, that the person interred 
in this tomb was not the ancient legislator of the 
Hebrews, but a modern Jew of the same name, 

‘The sacred history says, that Moses died the for- 
tieth year after the deliverance from Egypt, and 
the most part of the Jewish writers fix the day of 
his death to the seventh day of the last month 
of that year, or the month Adar: and our learned 
and pious countryman, Archbishop Usher, calcu- 
lates it to have happened on the first day of the 
same month. . enki 

There is a passage in the New Testament which 
Tefers to this event, and which has greatly exercised 
the labour and ingenuity of critics and commenta- 
tors: it is in the General Epistle of Jude, where that 
disciple, in reproving the rashness and licentious- 
ness of certain heretics, “ who despise dominion, 
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and speak evil of dignities,” quotes an example of 
very high authority, as condemning the practice: 
Yet,” says he, “Micheel the archangel, when 
“ contending with the devil, he disputed about the 
“ body of Moses, durst not bring against him a rail- 
“ing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” 
Jude g. 

Now as many questions almost as words have been 
started on this subject: What is an arch-angel? 
and who is Michael? How came the body of Moses 
to be a ground of controversy between him and the 
devil, what were they severally aiming at, and what 
was the issue of their quarrel? What authority re- 
strained Michael frem preferring a railing accusation 
against him, how his conduct comes to be adduced as 
a pattern of self-government, and a reproof of the 
vices of the tongue? And from what source did 
Jude derive his knowledge of this transaction ?—The 
very mention of so many, some of them, on the 
firet glance, unimportant questions, will I doubt 
not check curiosity altogether, instead of exciting 
it. It is evident, that the death and burial of Moses 
interested heaven, and earth, and hell; that many 
historical facts of greet moment are purposely left 
unrecorded ; that many discoveries are reserved for 
that great and notable day of the Lord, when God 
shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good or evil; that it 
becomes not us to be wise above what is written, 
but to rest in hope, that “ wisat we know not now, 
* we shall know hercafter.” This much we know, 


heer, 1) HISTORY OF MOSES, n 


that about fifteen hundred years after, Moses ap- 
peared in glory ( whether in the body I cannot tell, 
-* or whether out of the body I cafinot tell, God 
* knoweth”) to do homage to his Saviour on the 
mount of transfiguration, and to lay his glory at the 
feet of him in whose light he shone ; and we know 
* the hour is coming when all who are in the graves 
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, they 
* that have done good, unto the resurrection of life, 
“ and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection 
“of damnation.” John v. 28, 29. 

Such was the latter end of, “ take him for all in 
* all,” the greatest mere man that ever existed. But 
I check myself. It is impossible to do any thing 
like justice to such a character in a few moments’ 
discourse: You will indulge me with another bear- 
ing on this subject; J mean to preach a funeral 
sermon: the only one I ever undertook without pain, 
over a character and a memory to which no eloquence 
can tire, no detail do justices in celebrating which, 
praise cannot degenerate into panegyric, nor the 
preacher be suspected of adulation. 

Moses died in the year of the world two thousand 
five hundred and fifty-three—before Christ one 
thousand four hundred and fifty,—after the flood 
eight hundred and ninety-seven. The most ancient 
and authentic of historians, the most penetrating, 
dignified, and illuminated of prophets, the pro- 
foundest, sagest of legislators, the prince of oratord 
and poets, the most excellent and amiable of men, 
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the firmest and faithfullest of believers, “Whether 
“ we live, let us live unto the Lord,” that when we 
die, we may “ die in the Lord;” that © living 
“and dying we may be the Lord's.” 
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LECTURE II. 


DEOT. XXXIV. 10-12, 


And there arose not a prophet sinco in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face: in all the signs and the 
wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of 
Egypt, to Pharaoh, ‘and to all his servants, and to all his 
land, and in all that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror, which Moses showed in the sight of all Israel. 


"THERE is in mankind a good-natured disposi- 
tion to spare the dead. Without very high provo- 
cation indeed, who could think of disturbing the 
peace and silence of the grave, and of dragging 
again before the tribunal of man, those who have 
already undergone the more awful judgment of a 
righteous God. 

But this generosity does not always proceed from - 
pure benevolence. The dead no longer stand in 
our way; they are no longer our rivals in the pur- 
suits of fame or of fortune. We can here earn the 
praise of: magnanimity, without any danger of suf- 
fering in the interests of our reputation, our conse- 
quence, or our self-love. From whatever source this 
lenity and forbearance proceed, we would not be 
thought altogether to condemn them; but good- 
nature in this, as in a few other cases, is apt some- 
times to be carried too far. Through fear of being 
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thought severe to those who have no power to defend 
themselves, extravagant and unmerited commenda- 
tion has been often lavished on the worthless and 
the wicked. I will cheerfully engage not to violate 
the ashes of the dead by unjust censure, noreven 
by merited invective ; but I must not be forced, on 
the other hand, to commemorate virtues that were 
never practised; to bring to light worth that never 
existed, except in the tropes of a funeral oration; 
to represent as right, what God, and truth, and 
reason, pronounce to be wrong. My tongue shall 
be silent as the grave over the memory of the 
proudest, most selfish, hard-hearted, unkind, un- 
complying wretch that ever lived; but I must not 
be called in to prostitute my conscience by celebra- 
ting his humility, generosity, compassion, or sweet- 
ness of temper. I would correct the common 
adage a little, and then give it all the currency in 
my power. Instead of rendering it, “Of the dead 
“say that only which is good,” I would translate it, 
“ OF the dead say that only which is érue.” 

Indeed the best thing that can befall most men, 
when they die, is to be forgotten as soon as possible. 
Few, very few charactere are such as not to suffer 
by handling; and there is great danger of rousing 
and provoking slumbering resentments against our 
deported friends, by an official zeal to trumpet their 
praise, and to display their good qualities. The 
praise bestowed ou the dead is generally contemp- 
tible adulation to the living ; adalation, vilely bestow- 
jing the rewards of piety and goodness on mere 
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greatness or affluence, and thereby strengthening 
the hands of vice, by luiling the conscience to rest, 
and deceiving men in the belief that a good name 
may be purchased without possessing a spark of 
virtue. 

The litergy of our established church, in how 
many other respects soever useful and excellent, is 
here faulty, and certainly does mischief. The 
funeral service, one sof the noblest, because one of 
the most scriptural parts of it, with indiscriminating 
charity dispenses the kingdom of heaven to the evil 
and the good, to “ him that sweareth as to him who 
“ feareth an oath.” The wretch whose whole life 
has been a notorious violation of every law human 
and divine, who grew old in hatred and contempt of 
the Gospel, falls asleep in the “sure and certain 
“ hope of a resurrection to eternal life.” What is 
this but to encourage men to continue in sin, that 
grace may abound; to live profligates, and yet hope 
to die in peace? 

Happily, the character which we are this evening 
to bring under your review, will stand the test of the 
strictest examination, will shine with superior lustre 
from being touched and .retouched, will discovet 
new excellencies on every investigation, will furnish 
to the humble, the penitent, and the believing, per 
petual ground of instruction aud consolation. After 
& course of more than fourscore lectures on the life, 
character, and writings of Moses, it may perhaps be 
thought superfluous to employ the whole of another 
discourse in attempting to elucidate his character, to 
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recommend his example, to embalm his memory. 
But it is this very circumstance which determined 
me to attempt a delineation of this wonderful man’s 
portrait, to request that yor would join me in medi- 
tating a few moments over one who has been 
honoured of God to do more, in order to please and 
instruct mankind, than any mere man that ever 
existed. To say truth, I consider the person of 
Moses as a pledge of affection between you and 
myself. He brought us together at first, and he 
has kept us together a considerable part of these 
three years past; to part with him and his writings, 
seems a kind of presentiment of our own final dis- 
solution likewise; and, in losing him, I feel as if I 
were losing a thousand friends at a stroke. But 
Jet us speak and think of Moses, not of ourselves. \ 
It is impossible to think of Moses without first 
thinking of “his Father and our Father, of his 
“ God and our God.” To be a chosen instrument 
in the hand of Heaven to carry on the plans of Pro- 
vidence, to promote the wisdom and the happiness 
of mankind, is man’s highest glory: as it is his 
truest felicity to do this voluntarily and from the 
heart, as an obedient, zealous, and cheerful fellow- 
worker with God. Now Moses possessed this dis- 
tinction and felicity in a very eminent degree. God 
taised up Pharaoh * in very deed for this cause, 
“to show in him his power, that his great name 
“ might be declared throughout all the earth ;” and 
Pharaoh, unhappily for himself, accomplished the 
designs of Heaven, hy his pride, obstinacy, and 
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rebellion. God called * Cyrus his anointed, by name, 
and surnamed him who had not known him, for 
** Jacob his servant’s sake, and Israel his elect.” 
Nebuchadnezzar he employed as the rod of his 
anger to chastise a disobedient and gainsaying people, 
and then broke it in pieces and dashed it to the 
ground, These, and many others, stand upon 
record, as executing the will of the Eternal without 
their own consciousness or intention, nay, totally 
against it; but Moses had the rare felicity of engag- 
ing in one of the most generous purposes which can 
animate a human breast, knowing it to be, at the 
same time, the leading, commanding purpose of 
God himsclf. Every step he moved was supported 
by the enlivening reflection, that every step he 
moved was executing the decrees of the Almighty, 
and promoting the relief and salvation of his 
wretched countrymen. How delightful is the pro- 
gress, when duty and inclination go hand in hand! 

The circumstances in which God raised up Moses 
mark him peculiarly as his own. Every thiog 
concurred to prove, that here “ the arm of the Lord 
« was revealed.” Another king had arisen, “ who 
“ knew-not Joseph ;” the hope of Israel seemed to 
be perishing: Egypt was alarmed with expectation, 
or rather apprehension, of the appearance of this 
wonderful child ; Israel was awakened to expectation, 
but abandoned it in despair. To reach she life of 
one, ten thousand innocents perish by the sword. 
Bat, as if in defiance of the precautions of human 
wisdom, Moses is born in the very rage of that 
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persecution which threatened his life. The daughter 
of Pharaoh becomes his protector, and Egyptian 
Magi vie with each other in rearing that genius, 
whose ascendant threatened the downfall of their 
country, and Moses is become great, before the 
world apprehends that it is he by whose hand God 
would deliver his people from bondage. 

This brings us forward to the period when his 
personal character began plainly to unfold itself; 
and it discovers to us a mind superior to cvery mean, 
every aclfish gratification, Men love to adopt the 
cause that prevails; and the cause of Isracl was at 
that time low indeed. At a certain period of life 
passion bears unlimited sway. At forty the calls 
of ambitiou and pride are loudest; and they who 
are themselves at ease are little disposed to embark 
in the miseries of others, But in Moses behold 
a man, not sunk into poverty violently obtruded 
upon him, but poverty delikgrately chosen; a man 
of forty relinquishing, withowt reluctance or regret, 
the pleasures, riches, and fonoure of a court, and 
exchanging them far the Jabour and oppression of 
an Israclitish slave, and glorying in the reproach- 
ful name of Hebrew, much more than in that of 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter." Behold the 
manly indignation of a noble spirit hastening to 
avenge wretchedness and depression of insolence 
and cruelty, and in the punishment of one oppressor 
exhibiting an anticipated view of that great deliver- 
ance which, in process of time, God was by him to 
work in behalf of a whole people. 
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The same spirit which beheld Egyptian oppression 
with just resentinent, beheld discord among brethren 
with godly sorrow and regret. He boldly exposed 
his life to repel the one; in the spirit of meckness 
he tried to hieal the other; and he very early expe~ 
rienced the ungracious, and ungrateful, and dis- 
couraging requital of services the most kindly 
intended ; the sad presage of that life of mortification 
unparalleled, and mast unmerited, which he was 
called to endure. ‘The insolent retort of an unkind 
brother awakened prudence, and put him for a 
season to flight ; for valour, as the case then stood, 
yalour against such fearful odds, could not have 
deserved the name of courage, but of rashness. 

Providence still dirccts his path, and conducts 
him at once to usefulness and happiness. It seems 
as if the all-wisc Jehovah meant to display in Moses 
an example of the great and of the petty virtues, 
the virtues of the man, of the citizen, and of the 
believer united ; and in‘hone of his future exploits, 
perhaps, is he more amiable and more estimable than 
in protecting the virgin daughters of Jethro from 
the violence of their rough and surly neighbours. 
Here we behold again on what delicate hinges the 
great God turns round the affairs of men. This 
piece of natural, honest, commendable gallantry, 
introduces Moses to the acquaintance of a Prince, 
lays the foundation of an important alliance for life, 
and influences all his future fortunes and feelings 
as a man. ~ 

Hence we are conducted to the delicious, the calm, 
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the contemplative period of our hero's mortal exis- 
tence. We behold a simple shepherd tending a flock 
not his own, but enjoying tranquillity and content- 
ment; secluded from the society of men, but bless- 
ed with the visions of the Almighty ; losing him- 
telf in sweet oblivion of a busy bustling world, 
awake only to the innocent joys of domestic life, 
and to the sublimer pleasures of religion. It was 
in all probability in this delightful retreat, during 
this blessed interval of retirement from an uncon- 
nectedness with what passed on the great theatre, 
that, divincly taught, he sung “ how the heavens 
“ and earth rose out of chaos.” It was then and 
there that the Divine Spirit disclosed to his astanish- 
ed, his enraptured eye, the years beyond the flood, 
the spring-season of nature, the first man whom 
God created upon the earth, the amiableness of 
pure primeval innocence, the glories of Paradise, 
the unlimited bounty of indulgent Heaven. It was 
then, and there, that good Spirit put the pen into 
his hand, to trace that sacred record which has 
descended tous for our delight and instruction, and 
which shall reiain, till time expire, the wonder, the 
monitor, the guide of mankind unto all manner 
of truth. 

What a happy period for the human race! how 
happy for bimself! Were the will of man to pre- 
vail, who would exchange such a retirement as this, 
for the noise and glare which captivate fools? But 
men, sucli as Moses, are not made for themselves 
alone; and ill would he have improved the bless- 
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ings of solitude, had he not learned in it cheerfully 
to sacrifice his own humour and his own ease to the 
work and glory of God. 

The time to favour Israel was now come, and 
Moses must think of privacy and self-enjoyment 
no longer. By a vision such as might appal the 
boldest, and encourage the most fearful, he is re- 
manded to Egypt with a commission, under the 
seal of Heaven, to haughty Pharaoh, and he fears no 
more the wrath of a king. 

But we have insensibly deviated into the history 
of Moses, instead of delineating his character. Are 
they not, however, one and the same thing? To 
know what he was, we have but to consider what he 
said, and how he acted. But how is it possible to 
comprise, within the bounds of one discourse, a de- 
tail of forty active, busy years, from the day that 
God appeared to him in a flame of fire in the bush, 
to the day of his ascending to the top of mount Nebo 
todie? In general, they contain a display of almost 
every human shining virtue, brought forward to 
the eye, and impressed on the heart, by their most 
lovely foil, modesty, meckness, and humility. What 
magnanimity, united to what coolness and self- 
government! what firmness and iutrepidity! what 
patience and gentleness ! what consummate wisdom! 
what amiable simplicity! In youth, in maturity, in 
old age; in public, and in private life ; in every re- 
lation and condition, who is like him, who deserves 
to be compared with him? In forming an idea of 
human excellence, Moses presents himself immedi- 
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ately to my view ; it is no longer an idea, it is a de- 
lightful reality. 

The morc attentive part of my hearers will observe 
that, to complete the proposed plan of this discourse, 
there is still wanting the general leading idea of all 
these discourses, the resemblance between the 
type and the person typified—the analogy of Moses 
and Christ. This I refer to another Lecture: 
and beg leave to subjoin, as a proper sequel to this, 
the following elogium of Moses, translated from 
the works of an eloquent critic of his writings 
(Saurin). 


ELOGIUM OF MOSES. 


This most extraordinary personage was present- 
“ed to the world in very singular circumstances. 
“He appeared at a period of peculiar affliction to 
‘this kiudred and nation; and divine Providence 
“scems to have raised him up expressly for the 
“ purpose of excmplifying virtues which distress 
“and persecution alone are calculated to place in 
* the fairest point of light. By a serics of miracul- 
“ ous events he escaped, in infancy, the fatal effects 
“of a sanguinary deerce, which doomed to death 
“all the male children of the Hebrews, from the 
“womb. And what highly merits consideration, and 
“serves strikingly to display the influence which 
“ sovereign wisdom exercises over all the affairs of 
** men, he owed his preservation, in a great measure, 
“ to persons whosc interest it was to have destroyed 
“him. Those very persons assisted in forming that 
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“ superior genius, and in cultivating those wonder- 
* ful talents, which in time qualified him to be the 
* deliverer of a nation which it was their intention 
“ utterly to extirpate. 

© Scarcely arrived at that stage of life when men 
® begin to form plans for the remainder of their 
existence, he feels himself called to determine be- 
tween two objects, so incompatible in their na- 
“ture, that the maturest judgment can with diffi- 
“© ealty hold the balance even: religion and worldly 
“ interest. Under thenecessity of making a choice 
so difficult, he rises above his age, above his 
passions, nay, in some sense, above humanity, 
“and nobly sacrifices every worldly prospect to re- 
* ligion. He resolves to partake in the miseries of 
*C an oppressed people, in order to secure an interest 
"in the favour of that God who is continually 
“ watching over his children, even when he seems 
* to have abandoned them to their persecutors; he 
* values nothing in comparison with that favour: he 
“ prizes it infinitely more than that of a great king, 
“ nay, more than the prospect itself of being heir 
“toa throne and kingdom; and, according to the 
“expression of St. Paul, esteemed the reproach 
“ of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
“ Egypt. Heb. xi. 26. 

“ Not satisfied with being a spectator and a par- 
* taker of the misery of his wretched brethren, he 
“ yesolves to meet the torrent; and, of a witness, 
“ hastens to become the avenger of the tyranny 
“ under which they groaned. Observing one of the 
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“ merciless tools of oppression abusing an Israelite, 
“ he braves the rigour of all the laws of Egypt, kills 
“the oppressor, delivers the sufferer, and, as we 
“have said in another place, performs an anticipated 
“ act of the Deliverer of his Country. 

* Prudence constrains him to withdraw from the 
“ danger which threatened the stranger who dared 
“to shed the blood of an Egyptian. He retires 
“into the land of Midian, and there experiences 
“ repeated proofs of the care of that miraculous 
© Providence which accompanied him through the 
“ whole course of a long life. Cut off from every 
“ oppurtunity of displaying the qualities of the 
“hero, he exhibits those of the philosopher; he 
* employs the calmness of that retreat in contem- 
plating the Divise perfections; or rather, in this 
** delicious retirement 1t was, that he enjoyed the 
“ intimate communications of the Almighty, who 
“inspired him, and appointed him to the high 
‘* destination of laying the first foundations of 
* revealed religion, which was to supply the defects 
“ of that of Nature, already clouded and disfigured 
“ by the prejudices and the passions of mankind. 
*¢ He consposed the book of Genesis ; and thereby 
“ furnished the world with irresistible arms to com- 
bat idolatry. He attacks the two most extravagant 
* crrors into which the human race had fallen, the 
** plurality of gods, and that which admits imper- 
“ fection in the Deity. To the one, and the other, 
**he opposes the doctrine of the unity of an all- 
perfect Being. 
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“That God, whose existence and attributes he 
“thus published, was pleased to manifest Himself 
“to him in mount Horeb, in a manner altogether 
* singular and miraculous. He confers on this 
* chosen servant the glorious but formidable com- 
« mission, to take the field against Pharaoh, to stem 
the current of oppression, to attempt to mollify 
“ the tyrant; and, if persuasion failed, to employ 
“ force, to support arguments by prodigies, to exact 
* from all Egypt the expiation of those barbarities 
“which she had dared to exercise upon a people 
“ distinguished as the object of is tenderest love, 
“and of His most illustrious miracles. 

“ This appointment Moses presumes to decline ; 
but from a spirit of humility rather than of diso- 
* bedience. He could not conceive it possible that, 
at the age of fourscore, and Jabouring under 2 
“ defect of speech, he could be the person qualified 
“ to address a mighty Prince, and overturn a whole 
“kingdom, The appointment is a second ‘time 
“ pressed upon him; a second time he refuses it. 
** At length, however, his reluctance is overcome, 
“and, filled with that Spirit which animated him 
“to the. conflict, he enters the career of glory 
** which was presented to him, and his first victory 
“is a victory over himself. He tears himself from 
“ the delights of the land of Midian; he quits the 
house of a father-in-law, by whom he was most 
* tenderly beloved, to encounter a host of enemies 
* and executioners. 

“ He arrives in Egypt. He presents himself 
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* before Pharaoh: he entreats; he threatens; he 
draws down upon the Egyptians plagues the most 
* tremendous. He departs from that kingdom at 
“the head of a people which had endured in it 
“cruelties the most unexampled. The tyrant 
pursues him, gains ground, presses hard upon 
“him. Behold him encompassed on every side, 
“ by a vast and invincible army, by a ridge of in- 
“accessible mountains, and by the waters of the 
“ Red Sea. He rebukes the roaring billows; they 
* instantly become obedient to the man whom the 
« Derry has made, if the expression be lawful, the 
« depository of his power. Zhe waters were a wall 
* unto them on their right hand and on their left, 
* Exodus xiv. 29; as the sacred historian expresses 
* himself, Moses advances into the wilderness, and 
“ by a continuation of miraculous interposition, he 
* beholds those very waters which had divided, to 
* favour the passage of Israel, closing again, and 
‘ swallowing up Pharaoh, his conrt, and bis host. 
“ Delivered, in appearance, from his most for- 
 midable encmies, he soon finds he has to maintain 
“a lasting conflict with foes still more formidable, 
the very people whom he conducted. He dis- 
“covers in these degenerate sons of Israel, every 
“ mean and grovelling sentiment which a servile 
* state has a tendency to inspire; all the absurdity of 
‘ weak and capricious minds ; all the cowardice, per- 
* fidy, and ingratitude of corrupted hearts. With 
* such a race Moses found himself under the neces- 
« sity of living in a waste and parched desert, and 
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“ of struggling there with all the horrors of hunger 
“and thirst, and 2 total want of every necessary. 
“ Exposed to all the insults of an enraged, un- 
 governable multitude, he is at the same time con- 
« strained to act as their intercessor with an offended 
"God. He feels himself called upon to maintain 
“the interests of the Divine glory with a stiff- 
“necked and perverse nation; and to plead the 
cause of that very nation with the Deity, provoked 
“to execute righteous judgment on a race of men 
« who were continually disposed to insult his autho- 
“rity, and to degrade his perfections, by associat- 
«ing Him with the infamous idols of the Pagan 
« world. 

* Moses had sometimes the felicity of averting 
“ the Divine displeasure, and of restraming the mad. 
“ nese of the people. But more frequently he en- 
dared the mortification of seeing the inetficacy of 
“ his weil-meant efforts. The violence of the people 
‘* bore down all opposition; and offended Heaven 
* turned a deaf ear to the voice of his supplication. 
Divine justice vindicated its rights; Israel felt 
“its severest strokes, and ¢wenty-four thousand, 
“ Num. xxv. 9, fall at one stroke. 

“The most awful chastisements have proved 
* equally ineffectual with the tenderest expostula- 
* tions, to bring them back to a sense of their duty. 
“ And as if Moses had been responsible for the 
* calamities which they had brought upon them- 
“selves by their reiterated crimes, they talk of 
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* stoning him. They propose to appoint a com- 
“ mander to conduct them back to Egypt, from 
* whence God had delivered them by @ strong hand 
* and a stretched-out arm: they prefer an inglorious 
servitude to the miraculous protection afforded 
them in the wilderness, and to all the prospects 
of the fair inheritance which God had promised 
** to bestow upon them. 

“Jn a state of such anxiety and distress, Moses 
“ passed forty complete years, and conducted, at 
length, the remains of this people to the borders 
“ of the promised land. Was ever life so singularly 
* eventful? Was ever hero signalized by co many 
‘© extraordinary exploits ? 

* If we go into a more particular detail of his 
% great actions, we mect with a bright display of 
“ every shining virtue. 

* What magnanimity ! Witness the armies he so 
* successfully commanded ; witness the crown and 
kingdom of Egypt despised, rejected, when put 
* in competition with the obligations and prospects 
© of religion. 

What firmness! Witness his undaunted ad- 
“ dresses, and his animated replies to Pharaoh. 
© Ti.us saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they 
“ may serce me. Exod. viii. 1—We will go with 
“our young and with our old, with our sons and 
“ with our daughters, with our flocks and with our 
“ herds will we go ;—there shall not be an hoof teft 
“ behind.—Thou hast spoken well, Iwill see thy 

face again no more. Exod. x. 9, 26,29. *-* 
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« What fervour! Witness those hands lifted up 
“to heaven, while Israel was fighting against 
s* Amalek. Witness those ardent prayers in behalf 
“ of the rebellious Israelites: Lord, why doth thy 
“ wrath wax hot against thy people which thou 
“hast brought forth out of the land of Egupt, 
“with great power, and with a mighty hand ? 
“ Wherefore should the Egyptians speak and say, 
“ For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them 
“ in the mountains, und to consume thim from the 
« face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce a rath, 
* and repent of this evil against thy people. Rea 
“member Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy ser- 
‘€ vants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
** and saidst unto them, Iwill multiply your sced 
“ as the stars of heaven, and all this land thet } 
“ have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and 
“ they shall inherit it for ecer. Vxod. xxxii. 11. 
bet Kea 

“ What charity! Witness these forcible expres- 
“sions: Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, 
“ and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if 
“ thou wilt, forgive their sin: and if not, blot me, 
“I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast 
“ written. Exod. xxxii. 31, 32. 

«" What gentleness! Witness. what is said of 
“him, Numbers xii. 3: Now the man Moses 
“was wery meek, abeve all the men which were 
“ upon the face of the earth. 

“~ Whet earnest desire to draw supplies of grace 
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“and truth immediately from their source! Wit- 
“ ness these ardent aspirations of soul after God : 
“ If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up 
“« hence.—TI beseech thee, show me thy glory. Exod. 
“ xxxiii, 15-18. 

“© What zeal for the glory of God! Witness 
“ the tables of the law broken in pieces at the sight 
« of a people who had rendered themselves unwor- 
“thy of receiving marks so tender of the love of 
* God. Witness that rigorous order issued to the 
« sons of Levi: Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
« Put eoery man his sword by his side, and go in 
« and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, 
“ and slay ecery man his brother, and every man his 
 compunion, and every man his neighbour. Exod. 
“© xxiii. 27. Witness his answer to Joshua, when 
“he capressed an apprehension lest the prophetic 
* gifts bestowed on Eldad and Medad should 
* eclipse the glory of his master: Enviest thou for 
“my sake? would God that all the Lord's people 
“ were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 
“ Spirit upon them! Num. xi. 29. 

* What perseverance! Witness those exhorta- 
“ tions; and that sacred song with which he con- 
cluded his ministrations and his life. 

But where was perfect virtue ever to be found? 
* Moses too had his infirmities. In a life so long, 
however, and so peculiarly circumstanced, who 
‘is chargeable with faults so slight and so few? 
‘ His very errors seem to partake of the nature of 


Exer, IL} HISTORY OF MOSES. a 


“yirtue. The darker shades of his character be- 
* come perceptible from the contrast which they 
* form with a whole life so bright and luminous. 
% That he should shrink back, at first, from the 
‘¢ proposal of an embassy to the King of Egypt; 
“ that he should neglect, for a season, from certain 
“ domestic considerations, the circumcision of a 
* child; that he should be slow of belief respecting 
the disposition of a righteous God to extract 
*¢ water miracuously from the rock, to supply the 
“ wants ofa murmuring generation; that he should 
* strike the rock a second time, rather from indig- 
“nation against the rebels, than from distrust of 
“the God in whom compassions flow—These un- 
“doubtedly are blemishes, nay, offences which 
« God might punish with death, were he strict to 
“mark iniquity; but, when human infirmity is 
“ taken into the account, they are faults that excite 
“ pity rather than indignation. 

** Should any part of the elogium we have pro- 
nounced on Moses secm exaggerated, we shall add, 
§ to all the honourable traits under which we have 
** represented him, one infinitely more glorious still, 
traced’ by the hand of God himself, who best 
“knows how to estimate merit and to distribute 
*€ praise, and which exalts our Prophet far above all 
* human panegyric: There arose not a Prophet since 
“in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew 
* face to face: in all the signs and the wonders 
“which the Lord sent him to do in the land of 
© Egypt, to Pharoah, and to alt his servants, and 
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to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, 
and in ail the great terror which Moses showed 
“in the sight of all Israel.” 

This truly great men died, as has been said, in 
the year of the world two thousand five hundred 
and fifty-three ; and before tlte birth of Jesus Christ 
one thousand four hundred and fifty one; eight 
hhun tied and ninety-seven years after the flood ; 
and before the building of Solomon’s Temple four 
hundred and forty; 1 the fortieth year from the 
Exodus, or departure of Israel] from Egypt; and of 
his own age the one hundred and twentieth.—Before 
lus death he uttered a clear and distinct prediction of 
the Messiah, which, in “ the fulness of time,” was ex- 
actly accomplished ; and he appeared in person on 
mount Tabor, to lay all his glory and honour at the 
fect of the Saviour of the world. We shall have 
finished our plan, after we have suggested a few re- 
fections on this prediction of Moses, and on this his 
appearance, in company with Elias, to do homage 
to the Son of God,—* the Author and Finisher of 
“our faith.” To Him “ be glory and dominion 
“ for ever andever, Amen.” 5 
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LECTURE HI. 


DEUT. XVUil. 15-18 ACTS III. 22. 


The Lord thy God will-raise up unte thee a prophet from the 
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me: unto him ye 
thall hearken. According to all that thou desirc ist of the 
Lord thy God in Horeb, in the day of the assembly, say» 
ing, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, 
neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not, 
And the Lord said unto me, They have well spoken that 
which they have spoken. I will raise them up a prophet 
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall command him.—For Moses truly said unto the fathers, 
A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you, of 
your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you. 


In the frame and course of nature, who does not 
perceive evident marks of wisdom in design, of 
order in execution, of energy in operation? All is 
plan, system, harmony. Every thing bespeaks a 
Being provident, omnipotent, unremittingly atten- 
tive: whose works, indeed, infinitely exeeed our 
gomprehension ; but which by their beauty, sim- 
plicity, and usefulness, fill the mind with wonder 
and delight, while their variety, lustre, magnifi- 
cence, and immensity astonish and overwhelm 
The government of the world, it is equally evident, 
ja the result of contrivance ; it ‘evinces a constant, 
superintending care. Event arises out of event 
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ink rans into link. What to the first glance appear- 
ed an assemblage of scattered fragments, is found, 
on a more careful and attentive inspection, to be a 
regular, beautiful, well-proportioned fabric, a “ body 
“ fitly joined together, and compacted by that which 
“every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
« working in the measure of every part.” 

It 1. ast be pleasing to every serious mind to 
observe in the work of Redemption a similar uni- 
formity of design, progress, and execution. We find 
Patriarcls, Prophets, Apostles, remote from, un- 
known to one another, at differentages, in different 
regions, declaring the same purpose, promoting the 
sainc plan, aiming at the same end. This affords a 
presumption at Icast, that He who made, upholds, 
and governs the universe, is likewise the Author of 
Salvation ; in all whose works and ways a noble and 
important end is obviously kept in view; and that 
end pursued and dttained by means the wisest end 
the best. ‘I'he Mosaic and Christian are not sepa- 
rate, unconnected, independent dispensations, but 
corresponding and harmonious members of the same 
great building of God. Nature and Grace have 
one source, one date; they proceed in a parallel 
direction, they are hastening to one common 
consummation, Or, to speak more properly, the 
system of external Nature and the scheme 
demption are the well-adjusted, the harmonized 
parts of the one great plan of Eternal Proyidence, 
which contains the whole purpose of the glorious 
Creator concerning Man—his first formation, his 
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present state and character, and his final destina- 
tion. 

Turn up the inspired Volume at whatever page 
you will, and you have 2 person, or an event, ora 
service, or a prediction, unfolding, in one form or 
another, the merciful “ purpose of Him who work~- 
* eth all things after the counsel of his own will, 
“ that we should be to the praise of his glory.” Trans. 
port yourself in thought to whatever period of the 
world you will, and you still find the Gospel’preach- 
ed; whether in the sacrifice of righteous Abel, the 
translation of Enoch, the ark of Noah, the promise 
made to Abraham, the prediction of dying Jacob; 
from the seat of Moses, the throne of David, the 
dungeon of Jeremiah. They all speak an uniform 
language, all give witness to the same person, all 
disclose their own peculiar portion of the gospel 
treasure, for the illumination of an ignorant, the re~ 
formation of a corrupted, the salvation of a perishing 
world. 

The writings of Moses exhibit a singular display 
of this grand combined plan. He traces Nature up 
to her birth, and instructs us “ how the heavens 
‘and eafth rose out of chaos.” Ile conducts us 
through the mazes of the moral government of the 
Great Supreme, aud there too unfolds wild uproar ree 
duced to order, and “ the wrath of man working the 
* righteousness of God.” He draws aside the curtains 
Of the wight, and «the day-spring from on high” 
dawns on fallen bumanity. Ve attends us through 
the morning of that bright day, and, constrained 
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at length to retire, leaves behind him the assur- 
ance that “ the fulness of the time” would come, 
that the “ morning light” would advance with grow- 
ing splendour unto “the perfect dey.” He pre- 
sents to our astonished eyes the vast, the compli- 
cated, the beautiful machine: wheel within wheel 
put in motion, preserving from age to age its steady 
majestic tenour, with native, unwearied, undimin- 
ished force : referring us still to its divine AUTHOR, 
who made and upholds all “ by the word of hig 
“ power,” and for whose “ pleasure they are, and 
“ were created.” 

Moses, not only in what he wrote, but in what 
he was and acted, illustriously. displayed the grace 
of God in the redemption of the world. Not only 
did he write and ¢estz/y concerning the great Deli- 
verer, but his person, his character, his offices, were 
a prefiguration of “ Him who was to come,” and to 
whont “ all the prophets give witness.” 

The prediction which has been read, and the 
pointed application made of it by the Apostles to 
their Divine Master, constitute the proof of what we 
have just advanced. Moses, under the direction of 
the spirit of prophecy, raises the expectation of 
mankind to the appearance of a prophet, like, in- 
deed, but far superior to himself; and the Apostles 
point with the finger to Jesus of Nazareth, saying, 
* We have found Him of whom Moses, in the law, 
“ and the prophets did write." 

A limited creature of threescore years and ten is 
Jost in the contemplation of a period of fifteen hun. 
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dred and eleven years, for such was the distance of 
this prophecy from its accomplishment. The short- 
lived creature loses sight of it, feels his interest in it 
but small, is at little pains to transmit the know 
ledge of it to’ those who shall come after him; the 
next generation it is neglected, overlooked, forgot- 
ten; ot, if observed and recollected, it is misunder- 
stood, misapplied, But during every instant of the 
extended period, the Eternal Eye has been watch- 
ing over it; in solemn silence attending its progress, 
triumphing over both neglect and oppression; and 
a slumbering world is roused at length to see and to 
acknowledge the truth and faithfulness, the power, 
wisdom, and grace of the Most High. 

The day of Moses, then, in the eye of God, runs 
down to that of Christ ; as His, in return, ascends 
to the carliest of the promises and predictions, 
iHuminating, quickening, confirming, fulfilling all 
that is written, Placed at whatever point of the, 
system of Nature, whether on our planet, or on any 
other, to the north, or to the south, in summer or 
winter, the eye is still attracted to the common 
centre of all, the great “ light of the world.” In 
like mfnner, at whatever distance we are placed, 
and in whatever direction we contemplate the System 
which Redeeming Love has framed, from under the 
shade of the tree of life in Eden, from the summit 
of Ararat, Moriah, or Pisgah, in the plain of 
Maumre, or from the pinnacle of the temple: with 
Abraham, viewing the Saviour and his day afar off, 
or with Simeon embrecing Him, the same “ Sun of 
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“righteousness” sheds his glory around us; we see 
the light, we feel the influence of Him who 
quickeneth and enlighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world. 

As we find Moses plainly and unequivocally refer- 
ring men to Christ, so the Saviour as explicitly 
refers to Moses for a testimony concerning himself; 
thereby plainly insinuating, that if the Jewish 
Prophet deserved any credit, possessed any respec- 
tability, this credit, this respectability were minis- 
tering servants to the dignity of his own person, 
the sacredness of his own character, the divinity 
of his own mission. And this is accompanied 
with a severe denunciation of judgment against such 
as admitted the authority of Moses, but rejected 
that of Christ: for to introduce, recommend, and 
confirm, this was the end for which Moses was 
raised up.“ Do not think I will accuse you to the 
“Father: there is one that accuseth you, even 
* Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed 
** Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote 
“of me. But if ye believe’ not his writings, how 
“ shall ye believe my words }” 

This reciprocal testimony, therefore, of the Foun- 
ders of the ancient and new economy, throws light 
on both, and communicates mutual eredibility and 
importance. Moses satisfies himself with simply 
delivering the prediction which he had in charge ; 
he forms no plan, enters inte no arrangement to 
bring it into effect, bat leaves to Providence the 
eare of leading the plan forward to the accomplish- 
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ment, in the proper time and method. Christ sim- 
ply points to what was written, and was generally 
known, received, and respected as a Revelation from 
Heaven, and requires to be believed and obeyed no 
further than as he bore the characters under which 
Moses had announced him ; particularly that of the 
* great Prophet which should come into the world.” 

—The proper character of a prophet is to commu- 
nicate the special will of Heaven to men. God, 
indeed, writes bis will on the mind of every man, 
as he comes into the world; He interweaves it with 
the very constitution and frame of his being, so that, 
in truth, every man is a law, is a prophet to himself, 
But the characters are quickly erased, effaced ; 
education, example, superstition, vicious propen- 
sities obliterate the writing of God; habit and the 
commerce of the world harden the heart, and lull 
the conscience asleep, and “ the hearts of men are 
* set in them to do evil.” Hence the necessity of 
a prophet, of a messenger, of a minister from Hea- 
ven, to republish the original law, to restore the 
obliterated characters, to call men back to God, 
from whom they have revolted. 

And such an one was Moses; raised up of God 
at a period of singular darkness and depravity, 
divinely commissioned to promulgate the royal law. 
Not to settle a different, a novel constitution, not to 
new-model human nature, but to revive and enforce 
the primitive constitution, to proclaim in the ear 
what Nature whispered from the beginning, to hang 
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up the conspicuous tablet before the eye, whose con- 
tents are the exact counterpart of what the finger of 
God, in the very formation of man, engraved on 
“ the living tables of the heart.” And when Christ 
came, the prophet after his similitude, was it not in 
like manner to rebuild what was broken down, not 
to rear a totally different edifice ; to magnify the law 
and make it honourable, to clear it from misinter- 
pretation and perversion, to restore it to its native 
purity and simplicity, and to extract the spirit out 
of the letter? “ Think not,” says he, “ that Iam 
“ come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I 
“say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
“ or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
§ till all be fulfilled.” Matt. v.17,18. This con- 
firms the observation which we have been all along 
endeavouring to inculcate, respecting the uniformity 
and perseverance of the divine procedure. Men 
start from purpose to purpose, from pursuit to pur- 
suit; they lose sight, they tire of their object; they 
waste their strength, they are discouraged by opposi- 
tion, they began to build before they counted the 
eost. But “known to Ged are all his works from 
“the beginning.” He forms his plan, and unde- 
viatingly pursues it. “Iam the Lord, I change 
* not.” He lays his foundation, and it standeth sure, 
and the building rises; “ he ‘willeth and none can 
“Tet it.” * God made man upright ;” andto main- 
tain or restore that uprightness is his great aida and 
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end, under every dispensation of his Providence, 
under the law andthe gospel, by Moses and by 
Christ. ‘é ‘i 
~A prophet must have the necessary qualifiea- 
‘tions for his office, must be instructed inthe mind 
of God, must be filled with zeal for his glory, must 
be animated with ardent love to mankind, must be 
fortified against the assaults and opposition of igno- 
rance, and prejudice, and envy. And such an one 
was Moses, “ whom the Lord knew face to face,” 
with whom he conversed as a man with his friend ; 
his zeal was inextinguishable ; for the good of Israel 
he was ready to make the sacrifice of sclf; his 
meckness was unruffied, his patience not to be sub- 
dued, his perseverance indefatigable, his resolution 
undaunted, How much more eminently conspi- 
cuous were these characters of a prophet, in the 
great “ Author and Finisher of the Christian faith !” 
The only begotten Son who is “in the bosom 
** of the Father, he hath declared him.” ‘ The 
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." “I 
“came not todo mine own will, but the will of 
“him that sent me.” “The cup which my Father 
“ giveth me, shall I not drink it ?°—* This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matt. 
iii, 17. , 
Moses conversed forty days with God im the 
mount; but thus saith uncreated Wisdom, “ The 
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, 
“ before his works of old ; I was set up from everlast- 
“ing, from the beginning or ever the earth was ;” 
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* before Abraham was, I am.” “ In the beginning 
*¢ was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
S* the Word was God: the same was in the begin- 
* ning with God. All things were made by him ; and 
“ without him was not any thing made that was 
“ made. In him was life, and the life was the light 
“of men.” John i. 1—4. 

The spirit of Moses was sometimes stirred within 
him: he dashed the tables of the law to the ground ; 
« he spake unadvisedly with his lips ;” he incurred 
the displeasure of his heavenly Father; hedrew down 
a sentence of just condemnation upon his head : but 
the spirit of the Christian Leader was in no one in- 
stance discomposed. “ He did no sin, neither was 
* guile found in his lips.” He suffered indeed and 
died, but it was without a crime, “ the just for the 
“unjust, that he might bring us unto God.” 
Moses expressed a willingness to be blotted out 
of God's book, te be deprived of his personal 
sight as a son of Isracl, provided Israel might 
receive the remission of sin, might have their 
tights preserved, and the covenant of promise con- 
firmed. But Christ became a “ curse for us,” 
was “hanged on a tree,” was “cut off from the 
“land of the living,” became “a Propitiation for 
“ sin,” “bare our sins in his own body on the 
“ tree,” “ became a sin for us, though be knew no 
“sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” 

-~A prophet must exhibit the signs of his mis- 
sion. Men will not believe him on his own report, 
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they will suspect him of attention to his own fame, 
or interest, or authority. To prove therefore that 
he came from God, that he speaks in his name, that 
he is vested with his authority, he must do the 
works of God.—And thus was Moses commissioned 
and permitted to prove his mission. By sign upon 
sign he demonstrated that the Lord had sppeared 
unto him, and spake by him: earth, and water, 
and air, bore their united testimony to his divine 
legation ; and the most enlightened nation of the 
globe was made to feel his ascendant by arguments 
addressed at once to the senses and to the understand- 
ing. Is it necdful to say that the great Prophet, 
* Apostle, and High Priest of our profession,” by 
similar means, by morc irresistible evidence, evinced 
that he was “a teacher sent from God” I shall 
say nothing respecting the greater number, variety, 
and notoriety of Christ’s miracles : though every one 
of these circumstances furnishes ample matter of 
discussion ; I satisfy myself at prescnt with men- 
tioning two particulars which strikingly establish 
Christ's prophetic character, and give it a clear and 
decided superiority to that of Moses. The latter 
acted by ¢ delegated authority, and according toa 
prescribed form ; he assumed nothing to himself, but 
was checked, reproved, condemned, the moment 
that he presumed to arrogate independence, and_to 
speak or act for himself. But Jesus Christywrought 
miracles in his own name, by his own power, as 
the Lord of Nature, as possessed of independent 
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sovereignty. Again, the signs which Moses exhibit- 
ed were of 2 mixed nature, they declared both the 
mercy and judgment of God, they poured down 
bail, and tempest, and pestilence on Egypt, as well 
as dropped manna on the tents of Israel; whereas 
the signs which Jesus adduced in support of his 
mission were all miracles of merey ; the powers of 
hell alone felt the rod of his anger; and the miracles 
by which he confirmed his doctrine, breathed its 
meekness, and gentleness, and charity. 

“ Of the things which have been spoken this is 
* the sum: We have such an High Priest, who is 
“ set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
“in the heavens. A minister of the sanctuary, 
“ and of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, 
“and not man.” Heb. viii, 1, 2. “ Holy bre- 
“*thren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider 
“the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, 
“¢ Christ Jesus; who was faithful to him that 
“ appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all 
“his house. For this man was counted worthy of 
“ more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 
“builded the house, hath more honour than the 
“ house. For every house is builded by some man ; 
but he that built all things is God. And Moses 
‘verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, 
for a testimony of those things which were to be 
« spoken after; but Christ as a Son over his own 
house: whose house are we, if we hold fast the 
« confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto 
* the end.” Heb. iii. 1—6. ‘ We ought to give 
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* the more earnest heed to the things which we have 

“ heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 

* For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, 

and every transgression and disobedience received 

a just recompense of reward ; how shall we escape 

“if we neglect so great salvation, which at first 

“ began to be spoken by the Lord and was confirm- 

‘ed unto us by them that heard him; God also 

bearing them witnéss, both with signs and won- 
“ders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
‘* Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” Heb. ii. 
1—4. “Hethat despised Moses’ law died without 
© mercy, under two or three witnesses: of how 
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
“ thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
* covenant, wherewith be was sanctified, an unholy 
“ thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
© grace?” Heb. x. 28, 29. “: 

Having now, in the course of these exercies 
through a series of years, endeavoured to trace the 
history of mankind, in a series of cheracters, from 
Adam to Moses, copied from the original portraits 
which the pencil of Inspiration has itself vouchsafed 
to delineate ; the whole in general, and every onc in 
particular, referring themselves to one great Onici- 
nat, from whom their meaning, use, and import- 
ance are derived, I hasten to conclude my plan, by 
turning over to the Gospel history which exhibits 
that same Moses, whom we saw expire on mount 
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Nebo, and “ buried in a valley in the land of Moab, 
* over against Beth-Peor ;” whose dying benediction 
yet trembles on our ear, and whose funeral elogy 
.We attempted to sing, alive again on mount Tabor, 
and giving personal testimony and homage to him 
whom he prefigured and foretold. The history of 
Moses is not properly ended till then: and in vanish- 
ing from our sight on the mount of Transfiguration, 
he becomes a glorious harbinger of the “ life and 
“ immortality which are brought to light by the 
* Gospel.” 
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LECTURE IV. 


LUKE IX. 98~35. 


And it came to pass about an eight days efter these sayings, he 
took Peter, and John, and James, and went op into a 
mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his 
countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering. And behold, there talked with bim two men, 
which were Moses and Elias; who appeared in glory, and 
spake of his decease, which he should accomplish at Jerusa~ 
lem. Bat Peter and they that were with bim were heavy 
with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his 
glory, and the two men that stood with‘him, And it came 
to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jeaus, 
Master, it is good for us to be here; and Ict us make three 
tabernacle, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias: not knowing what he said. While he thus spake, 
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them; and they 
feared as they qntcred into the cloud. And there came a 
voice outof the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son, hear 
him, 


IN the narrowness of their conceptions and the 
presumptnousness of their pride, men are apt to 
consider themselves as the only, or at least the chief 
inhabitants of the creation of God. A false patri- 
otism, or rather a spirit of insolence and selfishness, 
has gone farther, has ascribed the consequence of a 
whole universe to some insignificant little region or 
district of this little globe, and has represented the 
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men who breathe on such # spot, and who converse 
in such a language, as the only persons who are 
worthy of consideration. We reflect not what a 
speck our own country is, compared with the whole 
earth; what a point the earth is compared to the 
vast solar system, and how the solar system itself 
is lost, in the contemplation of infinite space. We 
reflect not on the myriads of “ just men made per- 
“ fect,” from the death of “ righteous Abel,” down 
to the expiring saint, whose disengaged spirit is just 
now on the wing to the bosom of his God; of those 
who, lost to us, yet live to their Creator. We 
reflect not on the myriads of probably more glorious 
beings, who people the greater’and more glorious 
worlds which surround ours. We reflect not oo the 
myriads of pure spirits who never left their estate, 
that innumerable company of Angels who “ excel 
“.n strength,” “ the least of whom could wield 
* these elements.” 

Sound reason and “ the wisdom which is from 
* above,” correct our narrowness of thought and 
pride of heart; and they teach us to say, in the 
words which our immortal bard pits in the mouth 
of Adam first of men, addressed to his fair con- 
sort— 


——--“« Nor think, though men were none, 

“ That heaven would want spectators, God want praise. 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth, 

* Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep; 

« All these with cesseleas praise his works behold, 
Both day and night.” 
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If our ears were not dull and limited os our 
spirits— 


——" How often, from the steep 

 O4 ech ing bill or thicket, should we bear 

« Celestial voices to the midnight air, 

« Sole, or responsive each to other’s note 

¢ Singing their great Creator? —O* in bands, 

While they keep watch, or nightly roun ling walk, 
§ With heavenly toch of instrumental sounds, 

& Tn full harmonic number join’d, their songs 

“ Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven.”* 


We foolishly imagine the world of spirits to be at 
avast distance, wheteas in truth we are upon its 
very confines, We consider its inhabitants as 
entire strangers to us, whereas they are constantly 
about our path and our bed, attending our going 
out and coming in, our lying down and rising up. 
If our eyes were not held, we should even now 
behold them joining in and assisting our praises, 
rejoicing together, when, by the ministry of the 
word of divine grace, sinners are converted, and 
saints edified. Little did the three disciples think, 
when they ascended mount Tabor, that they were 
80 near to an interview with Moses and Elias. Moses, 
and Elias, and Christ, are not far from us; itis our 
folly and infirmity to think ourselves far from thera. 

‘When we look back to the latter end of Moses, 
the man of God, we attend him up to mount Nebo, 
and behold him taking from Pisgah a last look and 
a last farewell of the glory of this world. We see 
his eyes closing in peace, we breathe a sigh over his 
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tomb, and bid him a long farewell, and think we 
have lost him forever. But it is not an everlasting 
adieu. On Tabor we have found him again, after 
a lapse of fiftcen centuries; we find not only his 
name, his memory, his writings, his predictions, 
his spirit, alive aud in force, but his very person, 
still employed in ministering to the salvation of the 
Isracl of God: and hence we look forwards to the 
lapse of a few ycars more, at the expiration of 
which we hope to meet him indeed, not armed with 
that fiery law which condemns and consumes, but 
a minister and a fellow partaker of that grace whjch 
redeems and saves, 

We cannot consider ourselves therefore as having 
yet concluded the history of Moses, while that 
memorable event of it, which is the subject of this 
evening's reading, remains unconsidered; and as 
the evangelic page has exhibited him to us alive from 
the dad, let us devoutly attend to the reason and end 
of this glorious apparition. It naturally suggests 
to us the following reflections : 

I. That Jehovab is, with undeviating. undiverted, 
undivided attention, carrying on the great plan of 
his Providence to full maturity, by every order of 
beings, in every possible state; by those who cheer- 
fally enter into his views, and joyfully submit to his 
will; and by those who carelessly neglect or proudly 
oppose it. We have seen him serving himself of 
this Moses in the court of Pharaoh, in the pastures 
of Midian, in the wilderness of Sinai; as a prophet, 
ps a legislator, as.an historian, And to fit him fog 


Laor. [¥.} HISTORY OF #08ES. nr 


a new field of action, we behold him shining ina 
new and glorious form. The grave secins to have 
surrendered up its trust, heaven has yielded up one 
of its inhabitants, and Moses is now admitted into 
a land from which he was once shut out. In this 
world we have still to deplore faculties wasting, im- 
pairing, extinguished; usefulacss interrupted, cut 
off in the midst by the stroke of death, the carth 
impoverished by thé premature departure of wisdom 
and worth. The history of mankind exhibits pro~ 
jects blasted, schemes abortive, instruments freble 
and inadequate, conenssions violent, revolutions 
sudden and unexpected ; but far different is the view 
which the Scriptures represent of the kingdom of 
God, In it, one generation passeth not away that 
another may succeed, but there is an eternal accu- 
qnulation of citizens, eternally increasing iy wisdom, 
goodness, and felicity; faculties ever improving, 
projects advancing in full certainty of success, 
means fitted to their end, and the one great scheme 
of the Eternal Mind proceeding in steady, uniform 
majesty to its final consummation. Pleasing, awful 
thought! “The counsel of the Lord standcth for 
 eyer; the thoughts of his heart to all generations.” 
Psalm xxxiii. 11. 

IE. We observe from this history, the benevolent 
interest which celestial beings take in the affairs of 
men. They are no unconcerned spectators of what 
passes here below. They who have been raised 
from earth to heaven have not lost all recollection 
of the world which they have left, nor dropped all 
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concern about their brethren in the flesh. Moses 
‘and Elias with joy revisit an inferior region, if 
thereby they can be instramental in promoting the 
work of redemption ; and exchange, for a season, 
the society of angels, and the delight of the paradise 
of God, for the company of simple fishermen, and 
of a barren mountain’s top, that we might have 
strong consolation in contempl.ting “ the sufferings 
of Christ,” and the glory that “ preceded and fol- 
“ lowed.” O what an exalted, what a generous spirit 
does true religion breathe and inspire! It makes 
angels “ ministering spirits to them who are the 
“ heirs of salvation ;” it brings departed saints -'c 

toearth again; it converts Tabor into Heaven, and 
determines the choice of an Apostle, when in a 
strait betwixt two, and to prefer abiding in the flesh, 
because more needful to his fellow-creatures, to the 
selfish joy, though far better, of departing and be- 
ing with Christ. But Moses, and Elias, and Paul 
were themselves men, bone of our bone, and flesh 
of our flesh; they were instructed by sympathy to 
commiserate, and prompted by affection to relieve, 
human wretchedness. Behold an infinitely greater 
tiracle of generous, disinterested love; “God 80 
* loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
* Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
* perish, but have everlasting life.” John iii. 16. 
—VJesus “ loved us, and washed as from our sins in 
“his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
“ priests unto God and his Father: tohim be glory 
end dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” Rev. i, 
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5, 6.— Verily he took not on him the nature of an- 
“gels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.’ 
Heb. ii. 16 —* As children are partakers of fiesh 
«¢ and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
“ same; that through death he might destroy him 
“ that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
* and deliver them who through fear of death were 
* all their life-time subject to bondage.” Heb. it. 
14, 15. : 

III. The history before us suggests the sweet 
harmony, the perfect intelligence, which subsist be- 
tween glorified spirits. Moses and Elias, as they 
co-operated in the same design, though at different 
periods upon earth, much more concur in sentiment, 
in exertion, now they see more clearly, and com- 
prehend more fully the intentions of a wise and 
gracious Providence. Through ignorance, through 
pride, through jealousy, through malice, imperfect 
men on earth will differ, will hate and oppose each 
other ; but in celestial bosoms the dark, malignant, 
unsocial passions find no place: in them there ever 
prevails unity of intelligence, unity of design, unity 
in operation, unity of affection. Prompted by the 
same motive, aiming at the same end, Gabriel, a 
multitude of the heavenly host, Moses and Elias, 
angels single and in bands, announce to the world 
the advent of the Saviour, celebrate his birth, wit- 
ness his transfiguration, relieve his agony, record 
his death, declare his resurrection from the dead, 
grace his ascent to heaven, proclaim his second 
coming. And O what must be that harmony and 
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joy: the harmony and joy of heaven, where angels 
and archangels, the cherubim and the seraphim, patri- 
archs, prophets, and apostles, and the whole multi- 
tude of the redeenied, animated by one spirit, adore 
the same object, rejoice in the same grace wherein 
they stand, and join in the same triumphant song! 

« Connect with this the idea of the quick and per- 
fect intelligence which subsist between the children 
of this kingdom. The happiness of heaven is a so- 
cial, not a solitary joy. But how can the poverty 
of our imagination, the coldness of our affections, 
eonceive the intimacy of intercourse, the prompt- 
ness of communication, the sympathy of feeling, in 
pire spirits wholly disposed to love, and free from 
all desire or design to disguise, to deceive, to con- 
eval? 


« Where friendship full exerts her softest power, 
«¢ Perlect esteem enliven’d by desire 
* Ineffable, and 6 mpathy of soul, « 
« Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will, 
« With boundless confidence”? ' 
Tuonson. 


With what promptitude and intelligence ccles- 
tiol beings converse, say, ye gentle spirits who 
know what it is to soothe and relieve the lazy 
lingering hours of absence by the friendly aid of 
letters; ye, whom: the murmur of a sigh, or the 
tone of a single word can instantly instruct; ye, 
whose hearts the pressure of a finger can awake 
to rapture; ye, whose kindred, congenial souls the 
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slightest glance of the impassioned eye can, in a 
moment, quick as the lightning’s flash, penetrate, 
kindle, inform, assimilate ;—— 


Ye whom the sudden tear 

“ Surprises often when you look around, 

And nothing strikes your eye but sights of bliss.” 
THomsos. 


Bat the purest human affection is ever dashed 
with doubt, with apprehension, with suspicion ;- 
its communications arc liable to be retarded by dul- 
ness, prevented by accident, or checked and blasted 
by a malignant eye, and therefore can at best con~ 
vey but an imperfect idea of that “ perfect love 
* which casteth out fear,” of that divine sympathy 
which speeds the holy intercourse from sou! to sout, 
of that mutual understanding which needs not the 
medium of sense to convey it.—- 

Though we cannot conceive, much less describe, 
in what manner angels and saints in bliss converse 
one with another, yet from the text we know, what 
is the one, great darling theme of their conversa- 
tion. Moses and Etias descend from their heavenly 
thrones, from before the fountain of light and life, 
appear in glory, revisit the earth, associate with 
men, to do homage at the feet of Jesus, and to 
* speak of his decease which he should accomplish 
“ at Jerusalem.” This leads to a 

IV, and the most important remark on this pas- 
sage of our Saviour's history, in connexion with 
that of Moses, namely, That under every dispen- 
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sation, before the giving of the law, and under its 
reign, when it was restored, and after it is abolish« 
ed; to righteous men on earth, to just men made 
perfect, to the angels of God—in the eye of God 
himself, there is one ebject of peculiar magnitude 
and importance, which is before all, above all, runs 
through all, and in which all shall finally terminate. 
It is surely not without a meaning, that the pro- 
mises, the predictions, from first to last, point outa 
Saviour that should suffer and die; that all the 
types, services, sacrifices of the law should repre- 
sent a salvation that was to be wrought out, and to 
be purchased with blood ; that the whole doctrine 
of the Gospel should be compressed into one point, 
the doctrine of the cross; that the throne of God 
eternal in the heavens should exhibit at its right 
hand, and in the midst of it, “a Lamb as it had 
“ been slain ;” that the song of the redeemed should 
celebrate him who loved the sons of men, and 
“« washed them from their sins in his blood!" O the 
infatuation of a careless, unbelieving world! That 
subject which the ransomed of the Lord dwell upon 
with ever new and increasing delight; that great 
“ Mystery of Godliness,” which “ angels desire to 
“look into;” that object which the great God has 
marked with special precision as his own? the won- 
der of heaven, the joy of the earth, the theme of 
eternity, “ was to the Jews a stumbling-block, and 
“the Greeks foolishness :” it still is to a faithless 
and perverse generation a thing of nought, the song 
of the drunkard, the jest of fools! If that blood 
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hhas fallen and lies with such oppressive weight, 
both asa temporal and a spiritual curse, on those 
who rashly imprecated it on themeelves and their 
children, and then impiously and remorselessly shed 
it, “ of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
* shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
“ blood of the [covenant, wherewith he was sanc- 
“ tified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite 
“ anto the Spirit of grace?” Heb. x. 29. May 
that blood be upon us, and upon our children, to 
cleanse, not to condemn, to exalt, not to overwhelm 
us; and be it our determinate resolution, through 
the grace that is in Christ, to know nothing in com- 
parison of Christ Jesus, and him crucified, “and 
“ to glory in nothing but his cross.” 

V. Observe the superiority ascribed, by a voice 
from the most excellent glory, to Christ the Lord, 
swallowing up and eclipsing all created excellency 
and perfection. ‘This is my beloved Son, hear 
“him,” Luke ix. 35, proclaims the voice; and 
instantly Moses and Elias disappear, that Jesus 
may be all in all. They have brought their glory 
and honour, and laid it at his feet ; they have point- 
ed out to mankind in whose light they shine, in 
what consists their chief eminence and distinction, 
They in effect say the same thing with John Baptist, 
“ He that cometh after me is preferred before me, 
“ whose shoe latchet I am not worthy to unloose.” 
John i. 27.— Behold the Lamb of God, which 
“taketh away the sin of the world.” John i. 29. 
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They forbid us to look toward them, or to trust in 
them for salvation. Having given this testimony 
to their Lord and ours, they retire to that world of 
bliss into which they found admission through that 
blood which cleanseth from al! sin, through the 
decease which Christ was ready “ to accomplish at 
« Jerusalem.”-—Let us joyfully bend the knee to 
Him, who, “ for the suffering of death, is crowned 
“ with glory and honour, and has obtained a name 
“that 1» above every name ;” whom Moses and 
Elias acknowledge as their greater; whom all the 
angels of God are commanded to worship, as “ the 
* jmge of the invisible God, the first-born of every 
“ creature,” “ by wiiom were created all things that 
“are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible, whe- 
“ther they be thrones, or dominions, or prin~ 
“cipalities, or powers ; all things were created by 
“ Him, and fr ibm.” Col. i. 16. 

Finally, ‘ile passage exibits to our wondering 
eyes a glimpse of that glory which all the faithful 
shall finally attain; im the person of one who had 
never tasted death; whose body, by a miracle of al- 
mighty power, was fitted for heaven and immor- 
tality without secing corruption in the grave; and 
of one who, as we must, dicd and was buried, and 
by @ similar miracle, was cither ransomed from the 
power of the grave, or whose glorified spirit was 
fitted with a temporary vehicle of trausparent flesh 
for the prescnt grand occasion; but above all, in 
the person of the Greatest of the three, who was 
pleased on this occasion to clothe humanity, which 
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had not yet suffered, but soon was to suffer death, 
with a transitory glory, the foreranper of that 
which should quickly follow, and do away all the 
ignominy of the tomb, and become the sure pledze 
of that glory with which he shall invest all them 
that believe, after “ the fashion of his own glorious 

“ body."—While we contemplate mount Tabor, 

the immortal spirit lobks through the frail tottering 

fabric of flesh and blood, in which itis enclosed ; 

and while, from its present connexion, it surveys 

with voncetn the intoads of disease, the wastes of 

time, the approaches of dissolution ; from the visions 

of God, from the power of free sovereign grace, 
from the present attainments of the faithful, it be- 
holds with rapture the splendour of that vehicle in 
which it shall ascend “to meet the Lord in the 
“ air,” when “ mortality shall be swallowed up of 
“ life:” whet it shall be united toa body unsus- 
ceptible of pain, undepressed by its own gravity, 
unfettered by the laws of dull matter, uncondemned 
to mortality. Glorious and blessed day, when the 
meanest of the saints shall resemble Moses, not in 
that green and lively old age which experienced not 
dimness of eyes, nor abatement of natural viguur, 
but in that renovated youth, that unfading beauty, 
that impassive strength, that immortal lustre, wherein 
of the mount of the Lord he was seen. When every 
saint shall resemble Elias, not by mounting with the 
help of a chariot of fire and horses of fire into heaven, 
but with native force, immediately derived from the 
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great Source of life and motion, shall spontaneously 
ascend up to his native seat; shall resemble Christ, 
his divine head, not in that sinless infirmity to which 
he voluntarily submitted in the days of his flesh, 
but in that glory which he had with the Father 
before the world was, and which for a moment 
burst forth on the mount of Transfiguration, when 
* his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light."—-Glorious and blessed 
Gospel! which first taught the resurrection from 
the dead, which has “abolished death, and brought 
“ life and immortality to light ;” whose “exceeding 
“ great and precious promises” make men “ par- 
* takers of a divine nature;” whose hallowed page 
represents saints and angels quitting their heavenly 
abode to minister to the necessities of wretched 
mortals, rising to everlasting possession of heavenly 
thrones.— O death, where ia thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory ?"—“ Thanks be to God, 
“which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
* Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. xv. 57. 

But now the curtain is dropped; Moses and Elias 
have resumed their places in heaven, and the glory 
of Tabor is no more. Yet, though unseen, they 
cease not to instruct us. Though withdrawn, they 
are in the midst of us still; the distinction of past 
and future they feel no longer, and separation by 
space cannot keep celestial beings asunder. Provi- 
dence brought together into one place the giver and 
restorer of the law, and the firat harbingers of the 
Gospel, blending carth and heaven together in 
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homage to the Son of God.—And all distance 
between them too is now for ever done away. 
Remote as we are, we behold them together in 2 
state of glorious perfection, but permitted to con- 
verse with us no more. But He is with us still, 
their Lord and ours; his voice we can still hear, 
after they are silenced, and Him we are commanded 
to hear.—‘ Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
“ to-day, and for ever:”— To Him all the pro- 
« phets give witness,” and He is “ the end of the 
« Jaw for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

And thus have we finished our proposed delinea- 
tion of the lives of the Patriarchs, from Adam, the 
father of the human race, down to Moses the great 
legislator and prophet of the Hebrew nation; with 
the intermediate illustrious personages, whom the 
Spirit of God has preserved from oblivion, for our 
information and use; whom Providence raised up 
in the earlier ages of the world, to occupy distin- 
guished stations, and to accomplish important de~ 
signs; who, by their respective characters, offices, 
and declarations, predicted or prefigured the Mes- 
siah ; who edified the world, while they lived, by 
their doctrine and example; and who, being dead, 
continue living monitors and instructors of man- 
kind. 

While we contemplate the progress of those vene- 
rable figures along the plain of existence, we fecl 
ourselyes in motion; we are hurrying down the 
stream, we begin to mingle with the assembly of 
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the departed, we leave our plagg amang men exapty. 
Of those who entered with us on this career of 
meditation, “some are not;” their cayrae ip 
finished, they have fulfilled their day, they are 
gone to join the meu who lived beyond the dod. 
‘The cold hand of death has frozen up some of the 
streams of friendship; the congelation is gaining 
upon our own vital powers, and marking us for the 
tomb, where the endearments of social affection, 
and the meltings of sympathy, gnd the glow of 
love, are felt no more. But, “we sorrow not” 
over departed worth ‘ ag those who have no hope.” 
God, and angels, and “ the spints of just men 
“ made perfect,” have gained what the world has 
Tost: they move in a higher sphere; they perceive 
with purer intelligence, they act with superior 
energy, they enjoy with more exalted capacity; 
they die no more, they are as the angels of God 
in heaven: and Providence charges itself with the 
care of the forsaken, the helpless, and the forlorn, 
whom they have left behind.—And we look for- 
ward together to that day when we shall join Moses 
and Ehas; Peter, and James, and John, and all 
who have died before us, or shall die after us in the 
Lord, not in the glory of Tabor, which was to pass 
away, but of Mount Zion, which is above, and 
which endureth to endless ages—when we shall 
come together “ unto the city of the living God, 
“ the heavenly Jerusalem, and to sa innumerable 
*€ company of angele, to the general assembly ang. 
* church of the first-born which are written in 
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heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the 
“ spirits of just men made perfeet, and to Jesus the 
“ mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
“ of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
“ that of Abel.” Heb. xii, 22-24; and dwell 
together in a tabernacle not erected by the hands 
of man, the habitation of an hour, but in a “ build- 
* ing of God, an house not made with hands, eternal 
“ in the heavens.” 

Be ye therefore ® followers of them who through 
“ faith and patience inherit the promises."—Pur- 
chase for yourselves a deathless name among the 
“ ransomed of the Lord.”—Consider yourselves as 
encompassed, observed, tenderly regarded by those 
to whom you were dear while they tabernacled 
among you, and who now love you with the ardour 
of immortals.—Add to the consolation which they 
enjoy, that of marking your progress in wisdom, 
your growth im grace.—-Cultivate acquaintance with 
the language which you are to speak, with the spirit 
which you are to breathe, the manners with which 
you are to conform, the persons with whom you are 
to converse eternally—‘ Seeing we are also com- 
“© passed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
“ Tet ué lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
“doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
* patience the race that is set before us, looking 
** unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith ; 
‘ who, for the joy that was set before him, endured 
“ the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.” Heb. 
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xii, !, 2, Behold what manner of love the Father 
* hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
“the sons of God."—“ Beloved, now are we the 
§ sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
“him as he is, And every man that hath this 
* hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
} John iii. 2, 3, 


ma 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tue History of the Patriarchs, from Adam to 
Moses inclusively, was all I intended to give from 
the Press. The faoourable reception with which 
that Work has been honoured induces me to hope 
that it may have been useful ; and it encourages 
me to comply with a request repeatedly made, that 
I would publish at least the subjects which follow, 
they having been peculiarly acceptable from the 
Pulpit. Being an attempt to delineate the female 
character, from real examples, it may perhaps have 
the merit of interest with readers of that sex. 
And if it shall in any degree serce to maintain 
their importance, and to promote their improve- 
ment, society will have gained from the publication. 
Tagain respectfully submit it, such as it is, to the 
public judgment. 
A. i. 
Hozton, 
Let Jan. 1802. 
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LECTURE V. 


GENESIS II. 18, 


And the Lord God said, It je not good that the man should be 
alone, I will make him an help meet for him, 


THe Holy Scriptures always exhibit the most 
simple and the justest view af every subject which 
they treat. And what subject of importance to man 
do they pot treat? The God who made us what we 
are, formed man after a model, destined him fer a 
special situation, and to fulfil a specific purpose. 
His faculties, his relations, his duties, his demands, 
his delights, were all, from the beginning, present 
to the eye of his Creator; and a corresponding 
arrangement and provision were made by Him, whe 
seeth the end from the epmmencoment, and who 
exactly adjusts all, according to number, weight, 
and measure, 

The perfection of the works of God is a beautiful 
and gradual progress toward perfection ; from inani- 
mate to vegetative, from vegetative to animal, from 
apimal to rational Nature; cach approaching to, 
bordering upon each, but every one circumscribed 
by a boundary which it cannot pass, to disturb and 
confound the province of another. The scale of 
being, as to this globe, was complete when God had 
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created man in his own image.” But social 
existence was not perfect till it pleased Gad to draw 
man out of solitude, by making him “ an help meet 
“for bim.” This simply, yet clearly, unfolds 
woman’s nature, station, duty, use, and end. This 
raises her to her proper rank and importance, and 
inatructs her how most effectually to support them ; 
this forbids her to aspire after rule, for her Maker 
designed ber as ‘ an helper ;” this secures for her 
affection and respect, for how is it possible to hate 
or despise what God and nature have rendered 
essential to our happiness? If the intention of the 
Creator, therefore, is attended to, the respective 
claims and duties of the sexes are settled in a 
maoment, and an end is put to all unprofitable dis- 
cussion of superiority and inferiority, of authority 
and subjection, in persons whose destination and 
whose duty it is, to be mutually helpful, attentive, 
and affectionate. 

The female character and conduct have frequently 
Presented themeelves ifthe course of the history 
of the Patriarchs, And ‘indeed how can the life of 
man be separated from that of woman? Their 
amiable qualities and praiseworthy actions have been 
occasionally pointed out, and unreservedly, though 
without adulation, commended: their faulta and 
follies have been, with equal freedom, exposed and 
censured. But in the instances referred to, female 
conduct has undergone only an incidental and tran- 
sient review, in detached fragments, and as supple- 
mentary to, or producing influence on, the conduct 
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of man. ‘The pencil of inspiration, however, having 
introduced persons of the geatler sex into its inimi- 
table compositions; and these not always thrown 
into the back-ground or placed in the shade, but 
sometimes springing forward into the light, and 
glowing in all the brilliancy of colouring, I have 
been induced, with trembling steps, to follow the 
heavenly Guide; and to follow up the fainter 
sketchee of a Sarah, 2 Rebekah, a Rachael, a 
Miriam, with the more finished portraits “ of 
‘“* Deborah, the wife of Lapidoth,”—~* Ruth the 
“ Moabitess,” and “ Hannah,” the mother of Sa- 
muel the prophet. In order to introduce these with 
greater advantage, I mean to employ the present 
Lecture, in giving a general delineation of the female 
character, as it is represented in the passage now 
read, and as being, in the purpose and act of the 
great Lord of Nature, an “ help meet for man.” 
Every creature was intended to yield help to man: 
the flower, with its beautgand fragrance; the tree, 
with its nutritious fruit ; animal tribes, with all 
their powers of ministering’ satisfaction to the senses 
or to the mind, Adam surveyed them all with 
delight, he saw their several characters in their 
several forms, he gave them names, he observed 
and glorified his Creator's perféttions displayed in 
himself, and in them. But still he was alone 
amidst all this multitade; the understanding was 
employed, but the heart wanted its object: the‘ 
tongue could name all that the eye beheld, but 
there was no tender, sympathetic ear, to which it 
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could say, “ How fair, how lovely, how glorious is 
all this that we behold !”—* For Adam there was 
“not found an help meet for him.” The want of 
Nature is no sooner perceived by the great Parent 
of man, than it is supplied; the wish of reason is 
no sooner expressed than it is gratified. Paternal 
cate and tenderness even outrun and prevent the 
calls of filial necessity. Adam bas felt no void, 
has uttered no complaint; but “ the Lord God said, 
“ It is not good that‘the man should be alone: I 
“ will make him an help meet for him.” And with 
God, execution certainly and instantaneously fol- 
Jows design. “ And the Lord God caused a deep 
* sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he 
“ took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
“instead thereof. And the rib which the Lord 
“ God had taken from man, made -he a woman, 
* and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, 
“ This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
“ flesh : she shall be called Woman, because she was 
‘t taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave 
“ his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
“bis wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Verse 
21—24. How completely suitable an helper God. 
provided for man in a state of sinless perfection 
transcends imagination, much more description ; 
conceive all that is lovely in form, all that fs 
graceful in manner, all that is exalted in mind, all 
+ that is pure in thought, all that is delicate in senti- 
ment, all that is enchenting in conversation. This 
felicity was made subject to alteration: this har. 
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‘mony was not to continue perfect ; but the original 
intention of the Creator was not to be defeated, no, 
but even ina state of degradation, difficulty, and 
distress, as in a state of purity and peace, it was 
atill the destination of Providence, that woman 
should be “ an help meet” for man: in what impor- 
tant respects, we are now to inquire. 

The first and most obvious is, as his counsellor 
and coadjutor in bringing up their common off 
spring. Education, on the part of the mother, 
¢ommences from the moment that she has the pro- 
spect of becoming a mother; and the care of ber 
own health is, thenceforth, the first duty whieh she 
owes to her child.* From that. moment too she 
becomes, in a peculiar sense, “ an hel meet” for 
oan, as being the depository and guardian of their 
most precious joint concern, How greatly is her 


* The instructions given to the wife of Manaoh, and the 
wother of Samson the Nazarite, (Judg. xiii. 4,) “ Now there- 
“fore beware, I pray thee, and driak not wine, nor strong 
“ drink, and eat not any unclean thing,” are not merely arbitrary 
injunctions, adapted to 2 particular branch of political economy, 
and intended to serve local and temporary purposes; no, they 
are constitutions of nature, reason, end experience, which unite 
je recommending to those who have the prospect of being 
mothers, a strict attention to diet, to exercise, to temper, to~ 
every thing which, affecting the frame ef their own body or 
mind, may communicate an important, a lasting, ‘perhaps in- 
Gelible impression to the body or mind of their offspring. A 
Proper regimen for themselves is, therefore, the first stage of 
education for their children, The neglect of it is frequently 
Sound productive of effects which no future culture is able to 
saber or rectify. 
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value now enhanced! Her existence is multiplied, 
her duration is extended. A man-child is at length 
born in the world; and what helper so meet for the 
glad father in rearing the tender babe, as the mother 
who bare him? There are offices which she, and 
only she, can perform; there are affections which 
she, and only she, ean feel; there are difficulties 
which she, and only she, can surmount. Nature 
has here so happily blended the duty with the 
recompense, that they cannot be distinguished or 
separated. In performing every act of maternal 
tenderness, while she tends and nourishes the body 
of her infant, she is gradually and insensibly form- 
ing his mind. His very first expressions of look, 
voice, and gesture, are expressions of the important 
lessons which bis mother has already taught him s 
attachment, gratitude, a sense of obligation and 
dependence. Hitherto she is the sole instructor, 
* and a stranger intermeddleth not with her joy.” The 
dawning of reason appears; the solicitude of a 
father awakes; what a task is imposed upon him ! 
Who is sufficient for it? But he is not loft to 
perform it alone. The Lord God has provided him 
an help meet for him,” one prompted by duty, 
drawn by affection, trained by experience, to assist 
him in the 


" # Delightful task! To tear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot, 
, To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind, 
* To breathe th’ entivening spirit, and to fix 
« The generous purpose, in the glowing breast.” 
Taonson. 
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" In the more advanced stages of education, after 
the pupil is removed from under the maternal wing, 
of what assistance to the father, of what importance 
to the child, are the delicate ideas and the tender 
counsels of a wise and virtuous woman! Read “ the 
*¢ words of King Lemuel, the prophecy whicl: his 
* mother taught him,” Prov. xxi. 1—g; and judge 
whether or nota mother may be an useful “ help” in 
instructing a son, a grown son, and that son a 
prince. In truth, the mother’s influence over the 
child, as it begins earlier, so it is of much longer 
duration than even the father’s. The son having 
become @ man, or approaching to that state, begins 
to feel uneasy under the restraints of paternal autho- 
rity ; he longs to shake the yoke from off his neck ; 
he pants for independence—he must obtain it. But 
what ingenuous young man ever felt a mother’s 
yoke galling, or longed for emancipation from the 
silken fetters in which her.gentle fingers had en- 
tangled his soul? In the perfection of under- 
standing, in the plenitude of power, in the self- 
gratulation of independence, to her milder reason 
he still submits, her unassuming sway he readily 
acknowledges, and, independent on all things else, 
he feels he cannot do without the smiles of maternal 
approbation, the admonitions of maternal solici- 
tude, the reproofs of maternal tenderness and in- 
tegrity. 

Whatever be the dispositions, whatever the facul- 
ties of the child, whether earlier or later in life, the 
business neither of father nor masters can proceed 
wisely and well, without the co-operation of the 
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smother. Who knows so well as she the read ‘to the 
understanding, the road to the heart? Who has skill 
like her, to encourage the timid and to repress the 
bold? Who has power and address like a mother's, 
to subdue the stubborn and confirm the irresolute? 
Who can with such exquisite art drawout, put in 
motion, and direct ordinary or superior powers? 
Who can s0 well place goodness in its fairest and 
most attractive light, and expose vice in its most 
hideous and forbidding form? In the case of those 
persons who have unhappily grossly deviated from 
the path of virtue, how many have been stopped, 
converted, brought back by consideration of maternal 
feelings—shame, and sorrow, and regret; and by 
the recollection of early lessons, and principles, and 
resolutions. Having been “ trained up, when a child, 
“in the way wherein he should walk,” the man calls 
it to remembrance in old age, he approves it, he 
returns toit, and “ departs from it” no more. ’ 

In educating the children of her own sex, the 
mother seems to be more than “ an help meet” for 
man. The trust chicfly, if not entirely, devolves 
on her: and where could it be deposited so well? 
The knowledge which she has of heraclf, experience 
of the world, and maternal affection, are all she 
needs to qualify her for this arduous undertaking. 
A mother only can enter into the feelings, and weak- 
nesses, and necessities of a young female, entering 
on an unknown, varying, tempestuous, dangerous 
ocean ! for she remembers jhow she herself felt and 
feared, what she aceded, and how she was relieved, 
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assisted, and carried through. And toa mother ottly 
can 2 young female impart the ntimberless, name+ 
less anxieties which every step she takes in lite 
necessarily excite, When she converses with her 
mother, it is only thinking aloud. A tother'd 
conduct is the loveliest pattern of virtue, arid the 
hope of a mother’s applause is, next to God's, the 
most powerful motive to imitate it. The seperiority 
of female to male youth in respect of moral, what+ 
ever be the case as to intellectual improvement, is 
clearly deducible from the larger share which the 
mother has in the education of the one, than of the 
other. And the more liberal and enlarged spirit 
of the tintes in which we live, procuring for the fe» 
male world a more liberal and rational education, {8 
daily evincing to what an equality of intellectual en+ 
dowment they are capable of rising, and thereby 
of, in all respects, fulfilling the design of the Creatot, 
who said in the beginning, “ I will make for man 
* an help meet for him.” 

I now proceed to mention a second most impor- 
tant respect, in which it is the obvious intention of 
Providence that woman should be “an help meet” 
for man, namely, The care and management of 
his worldly estate. . 

In a paradisiacal state man did not, and in what 
is improperly called the state of nature, he could 
not long continue. In the former, thete was labour 
imposed not as a burden or a punishment, but be- 
stowed as a privilege and a source of delight. The 
-help of woman enhanced the value of that privilege, 
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and improved that delight: and even in Paradise, 
the attention of Eve to the disposal of the fruits of 
his labour must have been to the man an exquisite 
accession to the pleasure of enjoying them. The 
arrangement which her taste and care had made, 
constituted the charm of the repast. In a state of 
uncultivated nature, the subsistence’ of the day is 
man’s leading object. He has no idea of “ much 
* goods, laid up for many years.” But the society 
and assistance of his tude companion are necessary 
to give a relish to “ what he took in hunting ;” and 
“the burden and heat of the day” he cheerfully en- 
counters, in the prospect of the refreshtnent and re- 
pose of the evening; and even the hut in the desert 
exhibits the accomplishment of the Creator's purpose, 
woman “an help meet” for man, managing his 
scanty portion with discretion, and doubling it by 
participation. -._ 

As the state of society advanced, new ideas of 
property must have been produced. The labour of 
to-day began to look forward; “ to-morrow, and to 
« morrow, and to morrow.” Thecare of posterity arose. 
Permanency must be given to possession. The earth 
and its produce are parcclled out, men “ call their 
“ Jands by their names,” “ house is joined to house, 
* and field added to field.” But could man do this 
alone? No. In vain have his labour and skill pro- 
vided “ bread enough, and to spare,” unless the 
woman's prudent attention manage that sufficiency, 
and lay up that surplus for the evil day which may 
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come. No man ever prospered in the world with- 
out the consent and co-operation of his wife. Let 
him be ever so frugal, regular, industrious, intelli- 
gent, succcssful—all goes for nothing, if she is pro- 
fuse, disorderly, indolent, or unfaithful to her trust. 
His farm prospers, his barns are filled with plenty, 
«¢ the floors are full of wheat, the vats overflow with 
* wine and oil,” his cattle increase, he is waxing 
tich, His neighbour's commerce thrives, his plans 
were well laid; Providence smiles; the wings of 
every wind are wafting to his door gold, and silver, 
and precious things. The talents of a third are pro- 
curing for him reputation and distinction, and ho- 
nour and wealth. How came they all to fail? Who 
opened the door, and let poverty rush in as an arm- 
ed man? The thing speaks for itself. The design 
of Heaven was defeated; the parties were “ un- 
“ equally yoked ;” the “ help” found for these men 
was not “an help meet” for them. Skill was counter- 
acted by carelessness ; the fruits of diligence were 
scattered about by the hand of dissipation : the la- 
bours of a year perished in the sitting of an evening ; 
«by much slothfulness the building decayed, and 
through idleness of the bands the house dropped 
“ through.” 

But “ O how good a thing it is, and how ples 
“gant,” when the gracious intentions of God and 
Nature are fulfilled! With what spirit and perse- 
verance does a man labour in his vocation, when~ 
“he knows that his earnings will be faithfully dispps- 
ed, and carefully improved! With what confidence 
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will he resort to his farm, to his merchandise, fly 
over land, over the seas, meet difficulty, meet dan- 
ger, if he has the assurance, that be is not spending 
his time and strength for nought and in vain; that 
qll is well and safe at home; thatindulgent Heaven 
has crowned all his other blessings with that of “an 
“help meet for him,” a discreet manager of his 
estate, a fellow-labourer with him, from interest, 
from affection, from a sense of duty, in “ doing 
* justly,” in seconding the goodness of Divine Pro- 
vidence, in making fair provision for the time to 
come, in “ providing things honest in the sight of all 
men!" I conclude this branch of my subject, with 
a portrait drawn by the pencil of inspiration; may 
Heaven propagate the resemblance. 

“ Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price 
is far above rubies. The heart of-her husband 
s¢ doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no 
* need of spoil. She will do him good and not 
“ evil all the days of her life. She seeketh wool 
“and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. 
* She is like the merchant ships; she bringeth her 
** food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet 
“ night, and giveth meat to her houschold, and a 
“ portion-to her maidens. She considereth a field, 
and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she 
« planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with 
© strength, and strengtheneth her arms. She per- 
* ceiveth that her merchandise is good : her dandle 
* goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to 
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“ the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She 
* stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
* reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She is 
“not afraid of the snow for her household: for 
“ aH her household are clothed with scarlet. She 
maketh herself coverings with tapestry; her 
“clothing is silk and purple. Her husband is 
known in the gates when he sitteth among the 
“ elders of the land. She maketh fine linen and 
gelleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the mer- 
“chant. Strength and honour are her clothing: 
* and she shall rejoice in time to come. She open- 
“ eth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue 
* is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the 
“ ways of her household, and eateth not the bread 
“ of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her 
* blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. 
‘“ Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou 
“excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and 
* beauty is vain; but a woman that feareth the 
* Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit 
“of her hands; aud let her own works praise her 
“ in the gates.” Prov. xxxt. 10—31. 

A third respect in which God intended that wo- 
man should be “an help meet” for man, is the 
care of his health and every thing connected with it, 
his tranquillity of mind, his temper, his character, 
and reputation; without which the greatest bodily 
vigour will quickly decay and sink, end life will 
erase to be a blessing. 
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Itis pleasant to have a companion in solitude, an 
assistant in labour, a fellow-partaker in joy. But 
human life contains varieties painful as well as plea- 
sant. Sorrow, pain, solicitude, and disappoint~ 
met, enter into the history of man: and he ie but 
half provided for the voyage of life, who has found 
an associate for his happier days only, while for his 
months of darkness and distress no sympathizing 
partner is prepared, no “help meet” is found. 
The provident care of the Almighty meets every 
wish and want of maa; and in bestowing upon him 
a companion for youth, a sherer in felicity, a part- 
ner in property, He was sceuring for him at a dis- 
tance, a friend in age, a solace in affliction, a 
partner in want,— a friend that sticketh closer 
“ than a brother,” ~ 

If a man’s worldly estate, whether it be sed or 
little, is wisely managed, one foundation of health 
and comfort is laid ; and she who is thus habitually 
employed may be considered as administering a 
perpetual medicine or cordial to her husband. But 
no prudence of foresight can ward off the attack of 
disease, or prevent the stroke of calamity ; affluence 
eannot purchase release from pain, nor tenderness 
cool the fever in the blood. But the sufferer is not 
left destitute, There is one ear into which he can 
pour out all his heart; there is one hand ever ready 
to relieve him; ‘one life bound up in his life.” 
And as enjoyment derived all its relish from par- 
ticipation, so misery loses all its anguish in the 
bosom of sympathy and kindness. The spirit of 
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penitence is inferior only to unsullied innocence : 
and next to the blessing of unimpaired ‘health and 
uninterrupted comfort, is the consolation of sick- 
ness alleviated, and comfort restored, by the gentle 
language and engaging offices of love. What shall 
I say? Is there not, perhaps, in the restoration of 
repenting guilt, and in the suspension of woe, by 
the assiduity of affection, a peculiar satisfaction and 
delight, which perfect innocence and perfect health 
could not possibly have known ? 

The regular temperature of a man’s body is how- 
ever only one ingredient in the cup of health. 
* An help meet for him” will be anxious to preserve 
asound mind in a sound body ; will endeavour to 
prevent or to dispel painful reflection ; will remove 
disquieting objects; will present smiling images ; 
will watch the ebbing and flowing of passion, will 
bear and forbear, and, like the Best of Beings, 
will overcome evil with good.” 

She will likewise consider herself as intrusted 
with the care of his good name. His reputation is, 
her brightest ornament, his honour is her joy and 
crown of rejoicing. If he is disgraced, she is de- 
graded. Every instance of misconduct in her, she 
knows, glances at him; and therefore to support 
his dignity is a powerful motive with her to act 
wisely and well. She reflects that ‘not only by 
gross deviations from duty in the wife, does the 
hushand suffer in character, but that levity, indis- 
syetion, carelessness in her, are an imputation upon 
© cheating: and, in the opinion of the world, 
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incessantly upbraid him with the choice which he 
has msde of “an help meet for him.” As she 
would therefore compassionately nurse his body in 
pain and sickness, and pradently study and watch 
his temper amidst the conflict of contending passions, 
#0, in order to approve herself what God and Nature 
meant her to be, she will guard his fame, the life of 
his life, “as her precious eye,” and thus, in every 
thing relating both to mental and bodily health, to 
private comfort and public estimation, “ she will 
“do him good, and not evil, all the days of her 
« life.” 

But there is somewhat still dearer, still more sa- 
ered to a man than children or property, than health 
or reputation, somewhat which, neglected, forfeited, 
lost, it will profit him nothing to gain “ even the 
“ whole world ;” and in the securing and promoting 
of which, who is so qualified to minister and assist 
as her, whom the Father of mercies gave him, to 
be “an help meet for him?” I mean, 

Fourthly, The salvation of the immortal soul. 
This is indeed a personal concern; an interest which 
cannot be transferred or communicated. The good- 
will of another cannot impart it; the remissness of 
another cannot defeat it: to God, his great Master, 
here every man standeth or falleth, for “ every one 
“ must give account of himself to God.” But is it 
not obvious that example, that reason, that co-ope- 
ration possess a mighty influence toward promoting 
er obstructing personal piety, growth in grere. 
maeetneag for the kingdom of heaven? is the 


Cc] [oFonzaNax oF [Lecr. ¥, 
impressed with the worth, with the danger of his 
own soul} does he feel “ the powers ef a world to 
come;” is his mind turned to devotion; is the 
love of God shed abroad in bis heart? How will 
such impressions be fixed ,and strengthened, by 
endeavouring to communicate them to a beloved 
object, and by receiving back the impression height- 
encd and improved, from that object! How much 
more exalted and affecting 1s a sense of divine good- 
cness, when it is beheld embracing more than one! 
When it is seen conferring immortality, eternity, on 
"yirtuous human affections! What a live coal is ap- 
plied to devotion, when the solitary my Father and 
my God, is changed into the social ovr Father and 
our God! How is the Lope of glory ennobled, ex- 
tended, animated, by the prospect of participation ! 
“Here am J, Holy Father, with her whom thou 
* gavest me to be an help mect for me. We were 
** one in interest and affection ; onein the faith of the 
Gospel and in the practice of piety? our prayers 
“ascended in onc stream of incense, and every 
« gift of thy providence and grace was multiplied 
“ and sweetened to each, by being bestowed on the 
“ other.—Sweet were our labours of love to our 
« joint offspring ; sweet our united efforts to improve 
“the bounty of ovr common parent; sweet the 
“ sympathies of kindred hearts, ip sickness and in 
“health, in sorrow and in joy, in gaod and in bad 
“report: but sweeter far the consolations of reli- 
gion, the prospect of life and immortality brought’ 

light by the Gospel.” We come toggther ta 
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* receioe the end of our faith, the salvation of our 
“ souls ; as through grece we heve been made help- 
“ers of each other's faith, let us be eternally help- 
ers of each other's joy.” 

Is the man unhappily dead to all sense ¢f religion ; 
swallowed up of time and sense, is his great, or only 
inquiry, “ What shall I eat, what shall I drink, 
wherewithal shall I be clothed?” Or, more 
wretched still, is he delivered over “ to commit 
iniquity with greediness,” “and to glory in his 
“shame?” What are the most likely means of 
awakening him to reflection, of reaching his con- 
science, of melting his heart, of changing his con- 
duct? Preaching is vain; he turns “a deaf ear to 
“the voice of the charmer, charm he never so 
“ wisely :” prosperity fosters pride and forgetfulness 
of God; adversity only hardens him the more; 
reason is perverted, passion has acquired the ascen- 
dant, the power of habit predominates: but the 
Lord God has provided “an help meet for him.” 
When public instruction and foreign reproof have 
failed, the mind is still accessible. The unaffected, 
unostentatious charm of genuine female piety is fclt 
and understood, and it becomes efficacious; the 
silent ‘un-upbraiding regret of conjugal tenderness 
supplies the place of a thousand arguments, and 
forces its way to the heart; “ the effectual fervent 
“;prayer” of a gracious womat “ availeth much ;” 
the “ betieving wife” draws to the Redeemer, with 
the cords of love, “ the unbelieving hushand ; ” she 
becomes tho blessed instrument of “ benvertil be 
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4¢ sinner from the errer of his way, she saves a soul 
“ from death, she hides 2 multitude of sins,” and, in 
the noblest sense of the word, approves herself * an 
“ help megt” for man. : 

In all These important respects, the original 
design of eternal wisdom, in the formation of 
woman, is plain and palpable. To have fulfilled 
one branch of duty, and even to have excelled in it, 
is no exemption from the obligation of the rest. 
The duties of life and of religion ran in a series, 
one is linked with another, supposes it, supports it, 
cannot be separated from it. To no purpose are 
children well educated, if through the indolence, 
folly, or vice of parents, they are launched into the 
world in doubtful, dishonourable, embarrassed, or 
distressful circumstances. What is it to me that 
my fortune is prudently and frugally managed, if 
my person is neglected, my temper trifled with, my 
reputation sacrificed, “ my good name filched from 
“me?” And what js the acquisition of a world at 
the expense of my soul? 

Let it be understood and remembered, that every 
word which has been said of the obligation laid on 
wonen, as “an help meet” for man, applies with 
at least equal propriety and force to man, as the 
helper and friend of woman. Does he possess 
superiority of any kind? It is evidently intended 
not to oppress but to support. His greater strength 
is given for her protection; his more vigorous or 
profound powers of thought are designed to be her 
in(llMetos and guide. Whatever advantage, real or 
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apparent, each may have above the other, Providence 
clearly wills that it should be employed for the 
comfort and benefit of the other. A contention of 
mutual affection, beneficence, forbearance, forgive- 
ness, is the only strife which nature, reason, and 
decency permit to this state and relation. 

We proceed to illustrate female utility and impor- 
tance in social life, by certain noted examples from 
the Sacred Record. May God amile on every attempt 
to commiunicate useful truth. Amen. 
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LECTURE VI. 


JUDGES IY. 4, 5. 


And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 
Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm-tree of 
Deborah, between Ramah and Beth-el, in mount Ephraim; 
and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 


THe unremitting attention paid by a wise and 
gracious Providence to the affairs of men, affords 
equal matter of wonder and gratitude, with the 
astonishing power and skill displayed in the first 
formation of this great universe. Let ue suppose 
the care of that Providence for a little while sus- 
pended, and the world left to itself. Who is not 
shocked in looking forward to the probable, the cer- 
tain consequences of that remission? Behold in- 
stantly the bars of the vast abyss burst asunder, and 
hell itself breathing forth destruction to mankind.” 
Behold the prince of the power of the air reigning 
and raging witheut control. Bebold chaos and 
ancient night resuming their murky empire, and 
darkness covering the face of the deep; behold earth 
and sir confounded ; nature convulsed “by the fury 
of contending elements, unrestrained by law; uni- 
versal confusion and wild uproar prevailing. 

3, it is not necessary to state the supposition 
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so high. To conceive the wretchedness of mankind, 
deprived of the constant, superintending care of 
Heaven, it is needless to let loose the demons of the 
bottomless pit; it is needless to unbridle the fury of 
the ocean, or to assist the roaring winds in blowing 
up the fire into a hotter flame., Under the slightest 
alteration of the established order of things, all 
nature languishes. Remove, for a moment, the 
all-raling, all-supporting hand of the great Father 
of the Universe, and lo, one fair and fertile region 
is overwhelmed with an inundation, and another is 
burned to one pumice-stone, by the force of celestial 
or subterraneous fire. Here arises a race of all 
males, like the fabled generation of warriors which 
sprung from the serpent’s teeth, armed at all points 
for mutual destraction and slaughter; and there, a 
nation of timid defenceless females, inviting violence 
and insult. But under an uninterrupted divine super- 
intendance all goes on well; there is no schism in 
the body; every thing is found in its place, every 
thing performs its function. The cxactest propor- 
tion between male and female births is preserved ; 
the robuster frame is still found united to the stronger 
mental faculties ; the delicacy of the femininc form 
indicatts, to the very eye, the softcr, gentler quali- 
ties of the spirit which inhabits it; and nature 
assigns te each the limits of duty, and the sphere of 
usefulness and exertion. 

But the Great God is pleased to make himself 
known, not only by general conformity to esta- 
blished laws, but by occasional deviation from 
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them: thst the sons of men may know, it is ac- 
cording to His. high will, that all creatures are, and 
think, and act. . 

The history which this evening comes under our 
teview exhibits a new thing in the annals of human 
nature; it asserts thegBovereignty of the Most High 
over all persons and events; it places the female 
character and importance in a new, a striking, and 
a respectable point of view. It thereby admonishes 
the male sex to think of their own natural general 
superiority with deference, affection, and honour to 
the manly excellencies of the female mind, when 
cultivated by a proper education, directed to a wor- 
thy object, and roused into exertion by a great and. 
worthy occasion. Hitherto we have scen wise and 
good women in the retired vale of domestic life, 
their proper and peculiar sphere; Sarah co- 
operating, in the duties of hospitality, with her vene- 
rable lord; Rebekah refreshing the weary traveller 
and the thirsty camel, as they went on their way, 
with water from the well; Rachel, and the seven 
daughters of Jethro tending their father’s flocks, 
and making them to lie down under the shade at 
noon; Miriam leading the festive dance and song, 
in celebrating the loving-kindness of the Lord and 
the triumphs of Israel; and Rahab giving shelter to 
the persecuted spies, and providing for the safety 
of her father’s house. 

But we are now to contemplate female genius 
and talents forcing their way to public observation, 
and to everlasting renown: eclipsing masculine sa- 
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gacity and fortitude; the inspirer and the example 
of generous patrotism and martial prowess. We 
are to contemplate feminine warmth and eagerness, 
ander the influence of prophetic inspiration, and 
blended with the dignity and integrity of the judg- 
ment seat; female spirit givi to the bloody 
trumpet of war, directing the movements of the 
embattled host, waking into sacred, poetic rapture, 
and adapting the joyful strains of victory to the mu- 
sical sounds of the living lyre. 

Israel had now enjoyed a blessed repose of four- 
score years; and they are again corrupted by ease 
and prosperity. Their national character and con- 
duct are a striking representation of those of many 
individuals, whom we are daily meeting. with in the 
world; who are capable of bearing neither prospe- 
rity nor adversity; whom it is impossible to serve 
or to save; who by their perverseness or folly are 
perpetually undoing the. kindest designs, and coun- 
teracting the most vigorous efforts of their friends 
in their behalf, and whom, at length, friends are 
constrained to abandon in despair. Well has Nehe- 
miah, their countryman, described this character, 
and displayed the patience and long-suffering of 
God, in-that recapitulation of their history which is 
addressed solemnly to Heaven, in the ninth chapter 
of his book: “ And they took strong cities, and a 
« fat land, and possessed houses full of all goods, 
“wells digged, vineyards, and olive-yards, and 
“ fruit-trees in ebundance. So they did eat, and 
* were filled, and became fat, and delighted them 
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“ selves in thy great goodness. Nevertheless, they 
were disobedient and rebelled against thee; and 
* cast thy law behind their backs, and slew thy 
* prophets which testified against them to turn them 
“to thee, and they wrought great provocations. 
“ Therefore thou ‘ddveredat them into the hands 
‘ of their enemies, who vexed them: and in the 
* time of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, 
* thou heardest them from heaven; and according 
* to thy manifold mercies thou gavest them saviours, 
« who saved them out of the hand of their enemies. 
“ But after they had rest, they did evil again before 
‘thee: therefore leftest thou them in the hand of 
“their enemies, so that they had the dominion 
“over them; yet when they returned and cried 
“unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven, and 
“ many times didst thou deliver them, according to 
“ thy mercies; and testifiedst against them that thou 
% mightest bring them again unto thy Jaw: yet they 
“dealt proudly, and bearkened not unto thy com- 
“ mandments, but sinned against thy judgments, 
“ which if aman do he shall live in them; and with- 
“ drew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and 
would not hear. Yet many years didst thou forbear* 
them, and testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in 
** thy prophets: yet would they not give car: there- 
* fore gavest thou them into the hand of the people of 
“the lands. Nevertheless, for thy great mercies’ 
“sake thon didst not utterly consume them, nor 
“ forsake them ; for thou art ¢ gracious and mérci- 
* ful God.” Neh. ix. 96~31. 
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If we are to judge of the atrocity of the offence 
committed on the occasion before ue, from the seve. 
rity of the punishment, the length of its duration, 
and the violence of their oppressor, we must con- 
clude it to have been uncommonly grievous: for the 
Lord sold them into the band of Jabin king of 
Canaan, part ‘of whose formidable host consisted 
of nine hundred chariots of iron; and who for 
‘ twenty years together mightily oppressed the chil. 
“ dren of Israel.” Calamity is peculiarly oppressive 
when it is embittered with the reflection, that it 
might have been prevented, that it is the native 
fruit of our own doings; and with finding the 
wretched associates of our guilt the wretched parta- 
kers of our woe. 

Hope seems quite extinguished in Israel, Not 
one man of common spirit, in the course of twenty 
years’ oppression, appears awakened to a sense of 
his country’s wrongs, and generously prompted to 
hazard his life in removing or avenging them. But 
the cause of the church of God is never to, be de- 
spaired of, Its emblem is,.‘‘ the bush burning, but 
“ not consumed ;” its motto, “cast down, but not 
“ destroyed.” And whither are our eyes at this 
time direeted to behold the saviour of a sinking 
country? Behold the residue of the spirit is upon 
the head of a woman; the sacred flame of public 
spirit, smothered and dead in each manly breast, yet 
glows in e femsle bosom, aod the tribanal of judg- 
taent, deserted by Tnoscaliog virtos and ability, is 
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honourably and usefully filled by feminine sensi- 
bility, discernment, honesty, and zeal. “ And 
* Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 
« judged Israel at that time.” Judges iv. 4. She 
was a wife and a mother in Israel, and such a wife 
is a crown to her husband, such a mother is the 
glory and pride of her children; but her great, her 
capacious soul embraced more than her own family ; 
she aimed at the happiness of thousands, sweetly 
blended public with private virtue, Is it unreason- 
able to suppose that the discreet and wise manage- 
ment of her own bouschold first procured her the 
public notive and esteem ; and that the prudent de- 
portment of the matron passed, by a natural and 
easy transition, into the sanctity of the prophetess, . 
and the gravity and authority of the judge? Cer- 
tain it is, that the reputation which is not estab- 
lished on the basis of personal goodness, like a house 
built upon the sand, must speedily sink and fall to 
pieces. 
Hitherto we Leve seen only “ holy men of God 

“ speaking as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
But the great Jehovah is no respecter of persons 
or sexes ; “ the sceret of the Lord is with them that 
* fear him, and he showeth unto them his holy 
“ covenant.” The simple dignity of this woman's 
unadorned, unassuming state is beautifully represent- 
ed: “She dwelt under the palin-tree of Deborah, 
* between Ramah and Beth-el, in Mount Ephraim : 
“and the children of Israel came up to her for judg- 
ment.” Judges iv. 5. Behold a female mind cx- 
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alted above the pageantry and pride of external ap- 
pearance; a mind not deriving consequence from 
the splendour of her attire, the charms of her per~ 
son, or the number of her retinue, but from the affa- 
bility of her manners, the purity of her character, 
the sacredness of her office, the impartiality of her 
conduct, the importance of her public services ; not 
wandering from place to place, hunting after a little 
empty applause, but sought unto of all Israel for 
the eminency and exténsive utility of her talents and 
her virtues. Her canopy of state was the shade of 
the palm-tree; her rule of judgment, the law and 
the testimony of the living God; her motive, the 
inspiration of the Almighty ; her aim and end, the 
glory of God and the good of her people ; her re- 
ward, the testimony of a good conscience, the res- 
pect of a grateful nation, the admiration of future 
generations, the smiles of approving Heaven. 
What are, compared to these, the ermined robe, 
the ivory sceptre, the chair of state, the glittering 
diadem ! 

But alas! what availeth the most upright and 
impartial administration of justice, among a 
people enslaved in the extreme, groaning under @ 
foreign yoke, holding liberty, property, and life, by 
the wretched tenure of a tyrant’s caprice? The 
ardent soul of Deborah aspires at nothing short of 
a total emancipation of her bleeding country, from 
those inglorious chains. And, like a true prophetess 
of the living and true God, she engages in this noble 

H2 
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and gencrous enterprise, not with the zeal of an en- 
thusiast, not in an idle, inactive reliance on super- 
natural assistance ; but in the honest confidence of a 
good cause, with the diligent use of the most pro 
mising means, and ultimate dependence on the bless- 
fog .of Him, “who worketh all things after the 
** counsel of his will.” 

The character of this illustrious heroine grows 
upon us as we proceed ; and it exhibits a picture 
of female excellence, to which her own sex may 
Jook with emulation and honest pride, and ours 
with admiration and esteem, unmixed with envy. 
-—An ordinary woman, in her place, and possessed 
of her advantages, would probably have aimed gt 
the sole reputation of having delivered her country. 
Bat when a military operation is to be set on foot 
for the attainment of this end, with the modest re- 
serve becoming her sex, she satisfies herself with 
advising only. When the sword of Israel is to be 
drawn, let it be wielded by manly hands; let Barak 
come in for a share of the danger, the labour, and 
the praise. She is to be the directing head, and he 
the active hand.--But what was the broken strength. 
ef two of the least of the tribes of Israel? What 
were ten thousand men to carry on offensive war 
against a power which could employ nine hundred 
chariots of iron es part of his force? What must 
have been the number of infantry that corresponded 
to this formidable armament? For such a handful 
of men to appear in arms, was to provoke their owm 
fate, not to serve their bleeding country; it was to 
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rouse their hanghty oppressors into more violent 
rage and erucity, not to atteck them with a proba- 
bility of success. The force called for by the pro- 
phetess, by divine appointment, was thus smal! that 
the glory of all, in the issue, might be ascribed solely 
to God: and it was thus great, to teach mankind, 
that as they hope to prosper, their own exertions 
must co-operate with the influence of over-ruling 
Providence. 

Such was either the general despondency that 
prevailed in Israel at that dark period, or such the 
general confidence reposed in Deborah, that Barak 
accepts of the commission given him, and consents 
to head the forces of his country into the field, under 
the express condition that their prophetess and 
judge would be his companion and directress in the 
warfare, To this she yields a cordiél assent, and 
cheerfully engages to take part in all that regarded 
the public service, whether counsel or resolution 
were needful to carry it on. She would not, could 
it with propriety be avoided, become a leader in 
arms, but she feels no reluctance, and is conscious 
of no fear, when attending the captain of the Lord’s 
host into“ the valley of decision.” It is pleasant to 

‘observe bow the manly virtues, properly modified 
and corrected, may be adopted into the female eha- 
facter, not only without giving offence, but eo as 
to communicate the highest satisfaction and win ap- 
probation : and how, on the other hand, the softest 
SF the female graces may, without sinking the manly 
character, without exciting contempt, begome a 
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shade to the boldest, hardiest, masculine qualities. 
Courage has been reckoned an_ attribute peculiar to 
men ; but it is easy to conceive it so raised, and so 
expressed, and so exerted, as to be not only pardon- 
able in, but highly ornamental to women. “A 
“hen gathering her chickens under her wings,” is 
a picture not only of maternal tenderness, but of 
the most undaunted intrepidity. ‘ A bear bereaved 
* of her whelps” is not more fierce and more fear- 
Jess. A mother defying the donger of the pesti- 
jential air which she inhales from her smitten child ; 
a mother flying asa lioness on the brutal wretch 
who dared to crush her little darling: how dignified, 
what a noble creature she is! A tender virgin 
stirred up into holy indignation at hearing her absent 
friend traduced by the tongue of malevolence, for- 
getting herself for a moment, to repel the barbarous 
insult—it is a disorder so lovely, that it almost de- 
serves to be stamped with the name of virtue. To 
see Deborah quitting her seat under the palm-tree, 
to attend Barak to the top of mount Tabor, when 
the enemies of her God and of her country are to 
be engaged and subdued ; what heart does not catch 
fire from her heroic ardour‘ what tongue can with. 
hold its tribute of praise! 

While Deborah without hesitation agrees to ac- 
company Barak to the high places of the field, by 
virtue of the spirit of prophecy which was upon 
her, she informs him that the glory which he should 
obtain was to suffer considerable diniinution, not 
only by her participation of it, but also by the com- 
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munication of it to another woman, for whom Pro- 
vidence had reserved the honour of putting the last 
hand to this arduous undertaking. Indeed this 
seems to be a crisiy, in the history of human nature, 
at which Providence inteaded to exhibit the powers 
of the female mind, in all their force and all their 
extent; intended to represent the sex in every situa- 
tion that can create esteem, inspire love, command 
respect, or awaken terror, The united spirits and 
achievements of Deborah and of Jacl the wife of 
Heber seem to comprehend the whole compass of 
the feminine character in its more extraordinary fecl- 
ings and exertions ; and, in the displaying the con- 
duct of these two individuals, they excite our atten- 
tion to the whole sex, as the most warm, steady, and 
affectionate of friends, or the most formidable, 
dangerous, and determined of cnemics, 

But we must not bring forward both these at 
once. We conclude with a few reflections on what 
has been suggested from the history of Deborah. 

4. It exposes the folly of despising or under- 
valuing any description of our fellow-creatures in the 
lump. Ail national reflections are founded in igno- 
ranee and folly ; and the despisers have often paid 
dear for ‘their insolence and presumption, The 
illiberal abuse so indiscriminately poured upon the 
gentler sex is of the same nature. It gencrally 
comes from men something worse than the worst 
part of womankind. ‘The truly seusible, and the 
traly brave, entertain far better, and far more just 
sentiments of female utility and importance in the 
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scale of being; and they are ever disposed to as- 
tribe to female capacity and worth, more than fe- 
male modesty and wisdom are disposed to assume, 
or even to receive. No goog man ever wished to see 
the female character undervalued or degraded; and 
perliaps very few good women have ever violently 
coveted stations and employments which belong 
peculiarly to men. But as Nature delights in pro- 
ducing variety as well os uniformity, it is not to be 
wondered at, if we sometimes meet with men more 
silly, timid, and frivolous, than the most insigni- 
ficant of the other sex; and, on the other hand, 
with women as daring, 28 enlightened, a» magna- 
nimous, 2s public-spirited, as the first among man- 
kind. The rivalship, however, and competition of 
the sexes are altogether ridiculous and absurd, 
Each has its distinct, and both have their conjoined 
dignity and usefulnees—and mutual concession is 
the traest wisdom in the one and in the other. 
But, 

II. However weak and contemptible the instru- 
ment may be in itself, from the hand that wields 
it, it becomes mighty and respectable: and the 
history before us becomes, and that not darkly, a 
typical representation of the Gospel of Chnist, 
which was “ to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to 
“the Greeks foolishness.” Pride and self-suffi- 

+ ciency smile at the idea of a female prophet, a fe- 
male judge, a female poet, a female politician, 
a female warrior; and yet, in truth, women bave 
filled all those offices with credit to themselves, and 
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with satisfaction to the public. And “ who hath 
** made man’s mouth; or who meketh the dumb, 
“or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind?” In the 
honoured list of those who “ through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained pro- 
*¢ mises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
"the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
“* sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
* valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the 
* aliens,” female names too stand recorded with 
commendation and renown. And “ what had, 
* thou, O man, but what thou hast first received ?” 
—“ God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
*© world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound tho 
* things which are mighty ; and base things of the 
* world, and things which are despised, hath God 
“ chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
“to nought things that are: that no flesh should 
* glory in his presence.” 

TI. As the great Ruler of the world never can 
want an instrument to save, so he is always provided 
with instraments to punish. ‘“ He is wise in heart, 
* and mighty in strength; who hath hardened him- 
“self against Him and hath prospered? The 
haughtiest of monarchs is at length constrained to 
“ praise, and extol, and honour the King of Heaven, 
* all whose works are truth, and his ways judg- 
“ ment, and those that walk in pride he is able to 
* abase.”—“ By a strong hand and stretched-out 
“arm,” Pharaoh is at length compelled to, “ let 
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* Israel go."—-“ Humble” then “ thyself,” O man, 
under his mighty hand.”—“ Be wise now, O ye 
“ kings, be instructed, ye judges of the earth, serve 
* the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” 
The next Lecture will carry on the history of 
Deborah in connexion with that of Jael. I con- 
elude the present with calling on the female part of 
my audience to bless God, that while he has carried 
some of their sex through the most arduous employ- 
ments, the most eminent stations, and the most 
hazardous enterprises, not only with safety but 
with applause, he is pleased in general to put their 
talents and their virtues to a trial less severe; and let 
them remember, that after all which has been, or 
may be said, in praise of the few who have acted 
wisely and well upon the public theatre, to the gene~ 
rality, “ the post of honour is a private station.” 
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LECTURE VII. 


JUDGES IV. 21—23. 


Then Jacl, Hebcr’s wife, tooh © nail of the tent, and took an 
hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, aud smote 
the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: 
(for he was fast asleep, and weary :) 80 he died. And behold, 
as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to mect him, and 
said unto him, Come, and I will show thee the man whom 
thon seckest, And when he came into her tent, behold, 
Sisers lay dead, and the nail was in his temples, So God 
subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the 
children of Israel, 


Wuen we consider how frequent, how violent, 
and how sudden are the transitions from condition 
to condition in human life, pride appears to be a 
mystery of folly below contempt. ‘To beliold a ra- 
tional being assuming consequence on an empty un- 
meaning title; or from the possession of a little 
wealth, that bird of passage cternally on the wing ; 
or from beauty and strength, which accident or 
disease may blast in a moment, and which the lapse 
of a very few years certainly will impair; to behold 
aman putting contidence in princes, or feeding on 
the applause of a multitude; to hear him saying to 
himself, “ Soul, take thy rest; thou hast much 
* goods laid up for many years:” “ My mountain 
*standeth strong; I shall never be moved:” All 
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this is calculated to excite derision, not resentment; 
and when reason and experience ponder what the 
end may be, anger sinks into pity. Not only is 
frail man every moment at the mercy of a being, 
Almighty to save and to destroy; but the proudest 
and mightiest is every moment in the power of the 
weakest and meanest of his fellow-creatures. The 
tongue of the wretch whom thou despisest may ruin 
thy reputation for ever. The crawling insect in thy 
path isarmed with deadly poison against thy life. 
That nodding wall threatens to crush thee to picces. 
Arm thee at all points as well as thou canst, malice 
or hatred, envy or revenge, will still find some part 
ungnarded; and, bleeding to death, thou shalt find 
thou wert not invulnerable. 

Those who are distinguished by their rank, their 
abilities, or their virtues, attract the notice of many 
observers, and create to themselves many open, and 
‘any more secret enemies. The history of Sisera, 
the captain of the host of Jabin, king of Canaan, 
isa striking illustration of most of these remarks. 
In him we see 2 man rendered insolent by succes- 
wes, intoxicated with prosperity, hetrayed into dis- 
grace through confidence of victory, the dupe of 
confidence in his own strength, and then the victim 
of confidence, equally unwise, in the fidelity and 
attachment of 2 stranger. We behold him in the 
morning, advancing to the unequal conflict at the 
head of a mighty and hitherto invincible host; in 
the evening a bleeding corpse, fallen ingloriously by 
the hand ef 2 woman, - 
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Deborah, the prophetess of Israel, having trans- 
fused the patriotic ardour of her soul into Barak, 
not only directs him what he should do, but offers 
herself as the companion of the expedition which 
she had planned. With ten thousand mena of the 
tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali under his command, 
Barak takes possession of mount Tabor, meaning to 
act only on the defensive, till Providence should 
point out an occasion of acting to advantage. The 
rashness and impetuosity of Sisera soon presented 
him with such an opportunity. Enraged to think 
that an enemy so often discomfited, so long oppress- 
ed, so broken by calamity, should presume to make 
head against their lordly masters, he collects the 
whole of his vast strength, and invests the mountain, 
determined to crush the puny insurrection at one 
blow. . 

The segacious judge and divinely inspired pro- 
phetess of Israel observes the season to be favour- 
able, observes that the unwieldy army of the Ca- 
naanites was ready to fallin pieces by its own weight, 
that their vain confidence was destroying them, and 
that, above all, Heaven was propitious. She gives 
the signal of attack, and lo, “ one chases a thou- 
* gand, and ten put ten thousand to flight.” The 
cause was of God, and it prospers: and the mighty 
hand and outstretched arm of Jehovah 0 once more 
asserts Israel into liberty. 

Whatever praise is to be ascribed to the conduct 
of Barak on this occasion, and to the intrepidity of 
this little army, it is evident from some expressions 
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in the song of praise which was composed in celebra- 
tion of the victory, that the defeat of the Canaanites 
was in part at least miraculous. “They fought 
* from heaven.” “ The stars in their courses,” it is 
said, “ fought against Siscra.” By “ the stars ” some 
interpreters understand “ the angels of God,” who 
are sometimes designed by that namc. Josephus 
takes the words in a different sense, and affirms that 
an extraordinary storm of rain, mixed with hail, 
blinded the eyes of the Canaanites, and drove back 
their darts upon their own beads. The Rabbins, 
with sull less appearance of probability, allege 
that certain constellations of a pestilential influence 
consumed the army of Sisera, burnt them up with 
thirst, and drove them for refreshment to the brook 
Kishon, where they were met, ina languid enfeebled 
state, by the troops of Deborah and Barak, and 
put to the sword. The expedition from first to 
last was without controversy conducted and crown- 
ed by the hand of Providence. But the narration 
of the event, on the sacred page, is too general 
and coucise to enable us to pronounce with confi- 
dence where the providence of human sagacity and 
valour ended, and where the interposition of Heaven 
began. 

However it were, the victory was complete; the 
enemy was totally routed and put to the edge of the 
sword; the commander in chief alone escapes the 
universal carnage of the field; and he, who 2 little 
before had nine hundred chariots of iron at his dis- 
posal, sees himself stripped of all, and is constrain- 
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ed to consult his safety by fight. A prince with. 
out subjects, and a gencral without an army, shrink 
into poor, wretched, solitary individuals, the more 
to be pitied from the giddy height whence they 
have fallen. 

The history drops the myriads which composed 
the army of Siscra into a silent grave ; and it pursues 
the sad tale of the unhappy man himself up to his 
tragical death. Seeing his army slaughtered and 
put to flight, aud limself in danger of falling into 
the hands of triamphant Isracl, he alights from his 
chariot, and ficcs away on foot. ‘ How are the 
* mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished !” 
What a sad reverse within the compass of one short 
day! And to such reverses human fife is eternally 
liable. The greatest uninspired bard has put this 
passionate exclamation in the mouth of a dethroned 
monarch of our own country, addressing himeelf to 
his few wretched attendants, the poor remains of his 
departed state : 


Cover your heads, and mock not flesh and blood 
‘With solemn reverence ; throw away respect, 
Tradition, form, and ecremorion: Cuty, 

For you have but mistook me all thi, wlale + 

I five on bread liie you, feel want, taste grief, 
Need friends:—Subjected thus, 

How can jou say tome—I ana king? 


Snakspxane, 
- 


Behold the mighty Siscra weary and faint with 
thirst, without onc of so many thousands to assist 
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or comfort his flight, seeking refuge from his pur- 
auers in the tents of an allied power, Heber the 
Kenite. 

By looking back to the book of Numbers, chap. 
x. we find that Hobab, the son of Raguel or Jethro 
the father-in-law of Moses, had left his native resi- 
dence, to attend the camp of Israel as their guide 
through the wilderness, and had been persuaded by 
Moses, his brother-in-law, to cast in his lot among 
that people, upon a solemn assurance, that, on their 
settlement io Canaan, he and his family, and de- 
scendants, should share in the fruits of victory, and 
obtain a portion in the land promised to the chil- 
dren of Abraham. This accounts for our finding 
them established, at such a distance of time, in the 
border of Kedesh Naphtali. On the invasion of 
the country, however, by Jabin king of Canaan, 
we find them observing a strict neutrality. “ There 
* was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor, and 
“ the house of Heber the Kenite.” Verse 17. In 
the confidence of this, Sisera betakes himself to the 
Kenite for protection: and is received by Jael the 
wife of Heber with every mark of humanity and 
respect due to a great man, and a friend in distress. 
She brings him milk to quench his thirst, covers 
him carefully up in her own tent, to repose him. 
self from the vexation and fatigue of that disastrous 
day, and to conceal him from the pursuit of Barak. 
She promises inviolably to keep secret the place of 
hia concealment; and, relying on thst promise, 
‘weary and worn out, be falls into a profound sleep. 
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Jael avails herself of his defenceless situation, and 
seizing such arms as were at hand, a hammer and 
one of the pias or nails used in stretching out the 
tent, she transfixes the head of che unhappy sleeper 
as he lay along, and with redoubled blows fastens 
the bleeding temples to the ground. 

Such was the inglorious end of a man on whom 
that morning’s sun had risen with a smiling aspect ; 
who awoke from slgep in the possession of all that 
royal favour could bestow, all that sovercign power 
could compel, all that flattering hope could promise. 
Of the motives which could impel Jeel to such a deed 
of horror we have no information. Her conduct, we 
know, is celebrated in the song of Deborah in terms 
of the strongest approbation; which obliges us to 
conclude, that there are circumstances in the story 
which the Spirit of God has not thought proper to 
disclose. The great Jehovah needs not a vindica- 
tion of his conduct from the labour and ingenuity 
of a wretched ignorant mortal. He has but to dis- 
cover 2 few little particulars which are as yet hid 
from our eyes, and then, what now confounds and 
overwhelms our understanding becomes clear and 
intelligible to the meanest capacity. Instead, there- 
fore, of vainly and presumptuously attempting to 
reconcile this action of Jael with the laws of mora- 
lity, which by the glimmering light we have is (m- 
possible, we shall make a few observations on the 
history, of a general and practical nature, And, 
"1, "We repeat, what zs been already suggested, 


Yer sn 


ne HISTORY OF DEBORAH, (Laer, VIE, 


* that human reason is a very incompetent judge of 
“ divine proceeding.” We know 50 little, so very 
little of the system of nature ; our own constitution 
is such an inexplicable mystery to ourselves; we 
meet every where so many difficulties, contradic- 
tions, defects, redundancies, at least we take upon 
us to think and call them so, as must lead us to this 
conclusion, That either the work of God is imperfect ; 
or that we cannot find out him and his work unto 
perfection. Now the little reason we have cannot 
hesitate an instant in choosing its side of this alter- 
native. And it we confessedly are unqualified to 
judge of that which is less, dare we presume to pro- 
nounce concerning that which is greater? If the 
volume of Nature, spread open to the perusal at 
once of our senses and of our reason, present 
many things not only hard, but impossible to be 
understood, can we deem ourselves qualified or 
entitled to explain, to justify, or to arraign the more 
dark and mysterious ways of Providence ? And which 
is the greater pride and presumption, thet which is 
for ever “ charging God foolishly,” or that which 
sets itself up as the bold interpreter and assistant of 
eternal wisdom and justice? Observe, 

II. An obvious reason, why these difficulties are 
permitted in the frame of nature, in the conduct 
of Providence, and in the revelation of the grace of 
God. It is to form us to submission, to exercise our 
patience, to fix our attention, to whet our industry, 
‘to repress our boldness, to increase and eonfirm our 
confidence in God. It isa mark of respect to 
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superior wisdom and virtue, not always to require 
an explanation, but to repose implicit trust in 
known goodness and integrity, A wise man, in the 
consciousness of his own rectitude, disdains to ac- 
knowledge the obligation of clearing up his conduct 
to every prating meddler who may think proper to 
call him to account, and who has neither a right 
nor a capacity to judge of his motives. And shall 
we withhold from our Maker that decent respect 
which we so cheerfully pay to a fallible, imperfect 
fellow-creature? Shall we refuse to take the God of 
truth upon his. word? Shall we think it much, if in 
some cases he exact belief without vouchsafing to 
assign a reason? “ Why dost thou strive against 
“him? He giveth not account of any of his 
matters.” Job xxxviii. 18. Our sacred bard has 
sublimely expressed this noble sentiment, drawn 
from the volumé of inspiration; considering the 
divine Providence under the image of a vast sealed 
up book, chained to the eternal throne, containing 
the character, the revolutions, the destination of 
angels and men, but closed to the inspection of every 
created eye. We observe, 

IIL. .That it is doing the grossest injustice to the 
wise and righteous Governor of the world, to sup. 
pose him in every point approving the person, or 
the conduct, by Which he carries on his great de- 
signs. Cyrus and Nebachednezzar are styled the 
servants of God, though the one knew him not, 
and the otber openly ‘defied him, The rod which 
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he condescendeth to use, for the chastisement of 
disobedient and gainsaying children, when their re- 
formation is accomplished, he often breaks and 
dashes on the ground. Every instrument which 
he employr must necessarily partake of human im- 
perfoction ; but it follows not that he is pleased with 
imperfection. The devices of Satan bimself shall 
in the issue redound to the glory of God, as “ the 
“ wrath of man must praise him;” but that wrath 
is hateful to bis nature, and those devices his wisdom 
counteracts, and his justice condemns. We are not 
therefore to mistake the patriotic ardour of a female 
Israelitish bard, for the calm, the merited applause 
of the God of mercy and truth. I can easily con- 
ceive the person, whom national partiality, resent- 
ment, or gratitude would celebrate in strains of 
admiration, to be regarded with abhorrence by the 
Father of mercies, the avenger of falsehood, the 
refuge of ‘the miserable, And while Israelitish 
Deborah, in the heat of her zeal, makes the eulogium 
of a woman so unlike herself, and styles Jael, the 
wife of Heber, who murdered her sleeping guest, 

“ blessed above women,” why may not a Christian 
Dorcas, a woman of mercy and humanity, “a 
“ woman full of good works, and alms deeds,” under 
the mild and gentle influence of that religion which 
she believes, feels, and practises, reprobate the cruel 
and perfidious act, and its author, in terms of the 
severest indignation? Indeed the canduct of Jeel, 
considered by itself, is e horrid complication of all 
that is base and detestable in human nature; it is 
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an infamous violation of sacred truth; it is a daring 
infringement of the law of natare and nations ; it 
is a flagrant breach of the Jaws of hospitality, which 
the most savage natures and nations have respected 
as sacred; it is the vilest degradation of her cha- 
racter as a woman; and it is the most barbarous 
exhibition of a little mind, enjoying the triumph 
over unsuspecting credulity and defenceless misery. 
“ Cursed be her anger, for it was fierce, and her 
“© wrath, for it was cruel.” Observe, 

IV. Into what dreadfal extremes we impetuously 
rush, when the radical principles of our nature are 
once subdued. Time must have been, that the 
idea of shedding the blood of another would have 
chilled the blood in Jael’s veins.—What must it 
have cost her to overcome the timidity, the tender- 
ness, the compassion of her sex! But being over- 
come, lo, each gentle, feminine passion is lulled 
asleep; and frantic zeal or demoniac revenge alone 
is awake. Ah me, what beast of prey is so savage 
and unrelenting as a human being destitute of pity ! 
Ab me, how easily do the best things degenerate 
into the worst! Of what importance is it, to guard 
againft the first deviation from the simple and direct 
path! Who can promise for himself that he shall 
stop, return, and regain the right road, when he 
pleases? Observe, 

V. That the rarity of the instances, the peculiarity 
of the situations, and the singularity of the spirit 
and conduct apparent in the female characters here 
brought into public view, forbid, by more than a 
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positive law, female interference in matters of bu- 
siness and of government. Believe me, my fair 
friends, it is not stripping you of your just im- 
portance, it is increasing and securing it, to say that 
the shade is your native, your proper station: it is 
there you shine, it is there you are useful, it is there 
you are respectable. Your heart and your under- 
standing assent to the truth of this. Is there a 
woman among you who would not prefer, in obscu- 
rity, the affection of her husband, the attachment 
and gratitude of her children, the estimation and 
respect of her friends, to all the public splendour of 
Deborah’s magisterial power and prophetic spirit ; 
to all the blushing impurpled honours of Jael's more 
than masculine resentment? It is not your want of 
talents for government which we dispute ; it is the 
suitableness of government to your talents, your 
natural dispositions, your real honour and happiness. 
A wise and good woman never can desire to become 
the object of universal admiration, nor the subject 
of every one’s discourse. If you aim at so much, 
depend upon it you will Jose something of what you 
have, and which is infinitely better than all the in- 
cense of flattery, than all the sonnets of a thousand 
poetic swains. In the history of our own country, 
the reigns of two female sovereigns shine with con- 
spicuous lustre. They were periods of great national 
prosperity and glory, But the weakest of women 
would pot surely thence infer, that the sceptre 
ought always to be commitied to female hands. 
With ali due deference to the memory of an Eli. 
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zabeth and an Anne, and to the general felicity 
which their administration diffused over the land; 
Great Britain can look with pride and exultation to 
a Queen, whose personal glory and virtues far exceed 
theirs: Not a sovereign indeed, but a partner of the 
throne; who shines in reason’s eye, because she 
affects not to shine; who reigns over willing hearts, 
becanse she disclaims all rule; who is great and 
blessed among women, because she nobly sinks the 
princess in the woman, the wife, the mother, and the 
friend. 

We encroach no farther on your patience by ex- 
tending our observations on the subject. And the 
rather, asa review of the song of Deborah, com- 
posed on this memorable occasion, will, if God 
permit, bring it again before us, and place female 
genius in our eye, in a new and not unpleasing point 
of light; uniting poetic and musical skill to fervent 
devotion, heroic intrepidity, and prophetic inspira- 
tion. A combination how rare, how instructive, how 
respectable! 
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LECTURE VIII. 


JUDGES ¥. 1—6. 


Then sang Deborah, and Barak the son of Abinoam, on that 
day, saying, Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of aracl, 
when the people willingly offered themselves, Hear, O ye 
kings ; give ear, O ye princes: I, even ¥ will sing unto 
the Lord; I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel. 
Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou march- 
edst out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the 
heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water. The 
mountains melted from before the Lord, even that Sinai 
from before the Lord God of Israel. 


To some it is the gift of Heaven to perform 
actions worthy of being recorded; to others it is 
given to preserve the memory of illustrious actions, 
in writings worthy of being read. To both the 
world is under great obligations, and gratefully -per- 
mits the historian or the poet, to divide the palm 
with the hero or the sage whom they celebrate. To 
the writer, perhaps, the more ample share of praise 
is due. The achievements of valour and strength 
are local and temporary. They benefit but a few, 
and they quickly spend their force. Bat the his- 
toric and poetic page, more durable, more diffused, 
and more conspicuous than monuments of brass and 
marble, is an universal and 2 perpetual blesging to 
‘mankind, conveying to distant nations and latest 
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posterity, harmless pleasure blended with wholesome 
instruction. 

On 2 favoured few has been conferred the com- 
bined glory of acting nobly, and of writing well; 
of serving their own day and generation, with cre- 
dit to themselves and advantage to their country, 
and of transmitting useful information to regions 
remote and to generations unborn. On the list of 
those illustrious few stands, with distinguished ho- 
nour, the name of Deborah the judge, the prophe- 
tess, the sweet singer of Israel ; and it is with exul- 
tation that we observe the most di-nified, arduous, 
and important stations of human life filled with 
reputation by a woman: a woman who first with 
resolution and intrepidity saved her country io the 
hour of danger and distress, and ruled it with wis- 
dom and equity; and then recorded her own 
achievements in strains which must be held in admi- 
tation, so long as good taste and the love of virtue 
exist in the world. 

Having with veneration and respect attended to 
the equitable decisions, and to the oracles of truth 
which flowed from the lips of the female seer and 
sage who sat under the palm-treee in mount Eph- 
raim ;“and having accompenied the undaunted he- 
roine to the top of mount Tabor, and to the ensan- 
guined plains washed by the river of Kishon, let 
us listen with wonder and delight to the lofty strains 
of the female bard, and join our voices in the bur- 
den of her song, 


This sublime poem is the most ancient that ex- 
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ists, two excepted, namely, that which celebrates 
the miraculous passage through the Red Sea; and 
the sweetly swelling notes of the dying swan of 
Terael. It is two hundred and thirty-four years 
Jater than the former, and one hundred and ninety- 
four years than the latter of these sacred composi- 
tions; but it is four hundred and ten years older 
than Homer, the great father of heathen poesy. 
From its high antiquity thercfore, were there no- 
thing else to recommend it to notice, it is most re- 
spectable; but from its antiquity, and the very 
nature of poetical composition, it must of necessity 
be in some respects involved in difficulty and ob- 
scurity. This we pretend not wholly to clear up or 
to remove, Instead then of making an attempt in 
which we should probably, perhaps certainly fail, 
we shall satisfy ourselves with pointing out a fow 
of the more obvious and striking beauties of a piece 
which all will allow to contain many and shining 
excellencies. 

The inscription of this hymn of praise first chal- 
lenges our notice. ‘* Then sang Deborah, and Barak 
“ the son of Abinoam, on that day, saying.” Verse 
1. Inexhibiting the character and conduct of this 
traly estimable woman, the feminine delicacy and 
ypeerve are never dropped. As aruler and a prophe- 
tess, she is introduced under her relative character 
of the wife of Lapidoth. As the leader of armies to 
battle, and leader in the musical choir which cele- 
brated the victories of her country, she is represent- 
ed as the companion and co-adjutrix of Barak the 
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son of Abinoam. She was undoubtedly thefirst woman 
of her own, perhaps of any age; but her conse 
quence, in place of being diminished, is increased 
and supported by the blending of private, personal 
worth and ability, with the relations of social life, 
those of wife, mother, and friend. ‘ 

Adam might exist a little while in Paradise be- 
fore Eve was formed, but Nature, Reason, and Re~ 
ligion, all seem to declare, that woman can nei- 
ther comfortably nor reputably subsist, separated 
from that side whence she was originally taken. 
Who will deny that the superiority in point of dis- 
cretion and understanding is frequently on the side 
of the female? But a woman forfeits all pretension 
to that very superiority, the moment she assumes or 
boasts of it, Whether, therefore it were Deborah’s 
own good sense and female modesty, which pre- 
ferred appearingina connected, to appearing ina soli- 
tary state, though this might be more flattering to 
vanity ; or whcther the Spirit of God in representing 
the most elevated of female geniuses in the most 
elevated of situations, thought proper to point her 
out as connected and dependent, the same lesson 
of moderation, diffidence, delicacy, and condescen- 
sion is powerfully inculeated ; and her sex is instruct- 
ed where their true dignity, safety, honour, and com- 
fort lie. 

The time is marked when this triumphant anthem 
was first composed and sung. ‘On that day.” It 
had been a doy of danger, anxiety, aud fatigue; a 
day of vengeance upon the insulting foe; a day of 
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mutual congratulation and rejoicing; but ill tad 
Jorael deserved such a victory, and shamefully had * 
Deborah improved it, if either the emotions of joy 
er of revenge had excluded those of gratitude and 
Jove. The tongue of Deborah, like the pen ofa 
ready writer, dictates ‘ acceptable words” to the 
thousands of her people; she cannot thiuk of repose 
till the evening sacrifice of raise be offered up, and 
from the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
The day which the arm of Omnipotence had distin. 
guished by wonders of mercy, must not be conclud- 
ed without songs of deliverance. From “the con- 
* fused noise of the warrior, and garments rolled in 
“ blood,” the soul turns with holy joy, to the ac- 
knowledgment of that “ right hand and holy arm 
* which had gotten them the victory :” and in one 
solemn “ praise ye the Lord,” bursting at once from 
every tongue, every redeemed Israelite calls upon 
himself and upon his fellow to give unto Jznovan 
the glory due unto his name. 

Here the song naturally begins, by this it must 
be supported, and in this it must terminate. All 
creatures, all events point out-“ Him first, Him 
last, Him midst, and without end.” Praise ye 
* the Lord.” 

But religion is “a reasonable service.” The 
divine essence we do not, we cannot know; “the 
“ invisible things of God,” even “ his eternal power 
“and deity,” are to be discovered only by the 
« things which he bes made,” and the things which 
be doth. Here then the spirit of praise immediately 
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fixes, and the recent interposition of a gracious Pro- 
vidence rises instantly into view: his “ avenging 
“ of Israel,” in which Jehovah is acknowledged 
as at once just and merciful: just in recompensing 
taibnlation to them that troubled his covenanted 
eburch and people; merciful in giving bis troubled 
people reat. 

, Vengeance; the vengeance of God! Fearful 
thought! but, oh, it is sweetly relieved by the re- 
flection, that the right of executing vengeance is 
claimed by the God of mercy, with awful propriety, 
ashis own. This dreadful thunder no arm but his 
own must presume to wield: “ Vengeance is mine, 
« I will repay, saith the Lord.” If I must be punish- 
ed, “let me fall now into the hand of the Lorn, 
“ for his mercies are great ; and let me not fall into 
“the hand of man.” The only” vengeance per- 
mitted to man is a vengeance of kindness and for- 
giveness; the only coals which he must scatter are 
the coals of fire of love. “If thine enemy hunger, 
“ feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink :—Be not 
“ overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
* do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
“ which despitefully use you and persecute you: that 
“ye may be the children of your Father which is 
“jin heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the 
* evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
“ and on the unjust.” Matt. v. 44, 45. 

The voluntary actions of the people, in “ offering 
“ themselves” to fight their own battles, are with 
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singular beauty sscribed to the wisdom and géod 
ness of God, who has the “hearts of all in hie hand,” 
and can “ turn them which way soever he will.” 
He who could have saved by miracles, will save by 
means. If there be a spirit of concord to resist the 
common enemy, it is of the Loup. If internal 
dissension aid the enemy without, we behold a 
righteous God infatuating those whom he means to 
destroy. 

Having thus simply proposed the glorious subject 
of her praise, “the sweet cnthusiast” prepares to 
unfold and amplify it. She throws her eyes over 
the face of the whole earth: she views all nations 
and their potentates as interested in the glowing 
theme; and she summons an admiring world to 
listen to her song. “Hear, O ye kings; give ear, 
* O ye princes ; I, even I will sing unto the Lord: 
* I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.” Ver. 
3. What so delightful to a grateful and affectionate 
heart, as the enumeration of benefits received! 
What benefactor is once to be compared with the 
Giver of all good, “the Father of lights, from 
“ whom cometh down every good gift, and every 
“Perfect !” 

wing proposed her theme and summoned her 
august audience, the divine poetess seems to pause 
for a moment, as if awed by the presence of such a 
splendid audience and overwhelmed with the meg- 
nitude of the task which she has undertaken, and, 
with renovated strength, aime ber flight, like the 
le, up to ber native skies, The deliverance of 
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that day brings former wonders of mercy to mind; 
and “ God, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
“ ever,” is seen and adored in all. Instead of ex~ 
patiating ‘on the goodness of the Most High in 
strains addressed to the “ kings and princes” whom 
she had called to attend, she rises at once to “ Jzxo- 
“ van’s awful throne,” she loses all sense of created 
majesty, and loses herself in the contemplation of 
infinite perfection. ‘ Lord, when thou wentest 
“ out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field 
‘of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens 
“dropped, the clouds also dropped water. The 
“mountains melted from before the Lord, even 
that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel.” 
Ver, 4, 5. 

‘The former part of this animated address probably 
refers to that passage in the history of Israel, which 
we have in the Book of Numbers, chap. xx. relating 
to the passage of Israel through the land of Idumea, 
which was humbly and peaceably solicited, and un- 
kindly refused: Of this some particulars might 
have been reserved by tradition to the times of 
Deborah, though not admitted into the sacred 
Canon, and might bave suggested to her the lofty 
expressions which she here employs in celebrating 
the praises of Israel's God. Though he would not 
Permit them to forec a passage by the sword 
through the country given to the posterity of Esaa 
their brother, yet in guiding them round the con- 
fines of Idumea, in the majestic symbol of his 
presence, the pillar of cloud and fire, the Great 
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Gad wight by some sensible tokens make Edom to 


kui, ft was not from want of power, but of ingli- 
‘ation, that he led his people in a circuitous course. 
‘Phe language of the prophetess, divested of its bold 
figurative dress, is simply this: “ The wonders of 
this day, O Lord, recall and equal the greatest 
“ wonders of ages past. We have seen the stars in 
“ their courses fighting against our enemies, as our 
*« fathers of old saw mountain and plain, heaven and 
“earth, giving testimony to the presence and favour 
“of the God of Israel—The field of Edom and 
the vale of Kishon are equally filled with the 
* glory of the Lord. We recognize in the band 
“which has discomfited the host of Sigera, the. 
game Almighty Power which restrained the Idu- 
“ meag, and conducted our ancestors, if not by the 
“ nearest, certainly by the best road to Canaan.” 

The latter part of the address evidently refers to 
the awful solemnity with which the law was given 
fram mount Sinai; in which all Nature, without 
a figure; bare witness to the presence and power of 
Nature's God. “The earth trembled, the hills 
“ melted like wax,” the face of heaven was covered 
with blackness of darkness, lightning flashed, the 
hoarse thunder reared, the louder and more dreadful 
voice of the Eternal drowned its tremendous sound, 
men's hearts fail them for fear, Moses quakes. 

‘What matter of joy to Israel, that he, wiyp,of old 
byl that revegled his, fory,Jaw, that day tbat tery 
day had come riding on the swift wings of She wind 
for their salvation} To fix these emotions of visi 
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gratitude and wonder, the bard dexterously and 
imperceptibly slides into a review of the recent 
distress and misery of her unhappy country ; dis- 
tress yet fresh in every one’s memory, misery out 
of which they were just beginning to emerge: and 
she takes occasion to pay a just tribute of recpect to 
the memory of a great man, whom God had ho- 
noured to be the instrument of redemption to an 
oppressed people. 

Those who ere themselves the most deserving of 
praise, are ever the most liberal in bestowing it 
where it is due. It is a slender and contemptible 
merit which seeks to shine by obscuring, concealing, 
or diminishing the worth of another. Deborah is 
but the more estimable, for the frank and unreserved 
commendation which she confers on departed or 
contemporary virtue and talents. “In the days of 
* Shamgar, the son of Anath, in the days of 
* Jael, the highways were unoccupied, and the 
“ travellers walked through by-ways. The inha- 
“bitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in 
“ Yeracl, until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a 
“ mother in Israel.” Verses 6, 7. What a melan- 
choly picture have we here of a ruined, wretched 
country! By means of oppression all intercourse 
is interrupted ; commerce is languishing to death ; life 
and property have become insecure ; every thing 
dear to man is at the mercy of a haughty tyrant; is 
ever exposed to the ravages of a lawless band of 
armed ruffians : ‘The scanty and dejected inhabitants 
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tremble at the sound of their own feet, at the sight 
of their own shadow; behold them skulking from 
place to place, stealing through by-ways, to carry 
on a starved and precarious traffic; suffering much, 
and fearing worse. 

Ah, little do we reflect, while living at our ease, 
enjoying the blessings of mild and equitable govern- 
ment, while ‘ sitting every one under his vine, and 
“under his fig-tree, while there is none to make us 
afraid ;” little do we reflect on the misery and 
tears of myriads of our fellow-creatures, oppressed, 
and there is none to help them: whose ery inces- 
santly rises up to heaven, but rises mingled with 
despair. Think what multitudes of the bold and 
hardy Africans are yearly driven or trepanned into 
servitude, through the violence or craft of their own 
countrymen, or through the more fierce and unre- 
Jenting principle of European avarice, which has 
reduced slavery to a system, has invented an article 
of commerce which God and Nature abhor, and 
concur to prohibit; and what is the subject of the 
infamous, impious traffic? the souls and bodies of 
men. 

Who can turn his eyes, without weeping tears of 
blood, to the fertile soil, the clement air, and the 
simple, harmless inhabitants of the eastern world, 
and observe the gifts of Nature perverted into a 
curse, the goodness of Providence thwarted by the 
cursed lust of power, or more cursed Jost of wealth, 
and the paticnt uncomplaining Asiatic perishing 
for hunger, in his own fuxuriant domain; and the 
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Ganges disgorging millions of fetid corpses into the 
ocean, the corpses of wretches who died for lack of 
food, to purchase for a still greater wretch an empty 
title, and a seat among the lawgivers of the wisest, 
most polished, and humane of the nations of the 
western world. 

Look to the thin and scanty remains of the popu- 
lous and properous nations of the southern hemis- 
phere, and to a land whose veins are gold and its 
mountains silver, of which Spanish cruelty and 
avarice have been constrained to make a desert, in 
order to secure the possession of it, Behold the 
sullen, dejected native trampling under his feet gold 
and diamonds whicl: he dare not put forth his hand 
to touch; and reproaching Heaven with heaping 
upon him, in its anger, treasures which have at- 
tracted, not the pious zeal and attention, but the 
infernal rage, of men who nevertheless dare to call 
themselves Christians. 

Behold yet again—No, I sicken at the horrid pro- 
spect—and wilt no longer encroach upon the feelings 
of humanity, by exhibiting the more than savage 
barbarity, of systematic ervelty and oppression. 
God of mercy, put a specdy end to these horrors! 
assert thy offspring into liberty, the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God.—Let us return to the sweet 
mistress of Israclitish song: We see her warm, and 
rise into native, conscious worth and importance: 
and we honour the lovely pride, the honest vanity 
of the female patriot. “The ialabitants of the 
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“ villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, until that I 
“ Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel.” 
Verse 7. If ever there were ability, if ever there 
were services, if ever there were an occasion which 
could warrant self-praise, it was the ability, the 
public services of Deborah, and the glorious occa- 
sion on which she wrote and sung. Show me such 
exertions for the public good, and Jet a man, let 
a woman be as vain as they will, and let affected 
humility and self-denial say what they will, it is an 
honourable and laudable ground of glorying that 
God has made us the means of conveying happiness 
to others. But occasions of doing justice to eminent, 
public female worth so seldom occur, that J must 
reserve to mysclf the pleasure of accompanying this 
great woman, this more than princess, through the 
remainder of her song, in another Lecture. 

—Men and bretliren, we are furnished with a 
much more noble subject of praise, a subject which 
angels delight to celebrate in cclestial strains, a 
subject which carries us back into the eternal coun- 
sels of peace “ before the world was,” which carrics 
us forward to the grand covsummation, when 
“time shall be no longer;” when ‘ the ransomed 
“of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
“songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads:” 
when “ they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
“sorrow and sighing shall fice away.” Need I 
point out the cra, Christians, and the spot, and the 
performers, and the audience, or repeat the words 
of the lofty themei—‘* There were in the same 
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* country shepherds abiding in the ficld, keeping 
“ watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
* angel of the Lord caine upon them, and the glory 
“of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
“ were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them> 
“Fear not: for, behold, 1 bring you good tidings 
“of great joy, which slall be to all people. For 
* unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
“a Saviour, winchsis Christ the Lord. And this 
* shall be a sign unto yon: Ye shall find the babe 
“ wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger. 
* And suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
“ tude of the heavenly host praising God, and say- 
“ing, Glory to Gad in the highest, and on earth 
* peace, good-will toaards men.” Luke ii. 8—14. 
Here are celebrated, not the tronsicut interests of 
a petty tribe, the momentary triumph of the op- 
pressed, and the downfall of the oppressor; not 
events which have long ago speut all their force, and 
left no trace behind; but the broad, unbounded, 
permanent interests of mankind; the triumph of 
* the love of Christ, which passeth kaowledge:” 
of “the peace of God, which passeth all under. 
* standing:” events which extend their influence 
into eternity. We celebrate -‘ the praises of Him 
« who hath called us out of darkness into his mar- 
“ vellous light "—of God, who “ so loved the world, 
* that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
“ belteveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
“ lasting life;” John iii. 16—Of “ Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
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and hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
“his Father: to him be glory and dominion for 
“ever and ever. Amen.” Rev.i.5,6. We sing 
the praises of Him, ‘ who through death, bas de~ 
* stroyed him that had the power of death, that is, 
“ the devil.” The burden of the Christian’s song 
is, “ Salvation,” salvation begun, going on, ready to 
be accomplished. “The kingdoms of this world 
“ are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
* Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
Rev, xi. 15. 

The song of Deborah exhibits awful distinctions 
between man and man, between nation and nation ; 
it presents a mystery of Providence which human 
understanding endeavours in vain to trace. in the 
wong of the Redeemed of the Lord, all distinction 
is abolished ; it presents a mystery of grace which 
angels desire to look into ;” it is in fall harmony 
sung by those who have “ come from the east and 
* from the west, from the south and from the north, 
** and have sat down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God:” where the spirit 
of this world finds no place, and its differences are 
absorbed of the “ spirit of love: where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircum- 
“cision, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but 
* Christ is all, and in all.” Let these reflections be 
© practically improved, in conformity to the apos- 
tolic exhortation, by our daily learning to “ put on, 
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
“ mercies, kindness, hambleness of mind, meeckness, 
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* long-suffering; forbearing one another, and for- 
“ giving one another—and above all these things, 
‘ put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
“ And let the peace of God rule in your hearts.” 
Amen. 
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LECTURE IX. 


JUDGES F. 12, 18. 


Awake, swake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter a song: arise, 
Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam, 
Then he nade him that remaineth have dominion over thé 
nobles among the people: the Lord made me have dominion 


Tr is natural for men to look forward to futurity ; 
and to derive a part, at beast, of his felicity and im- 
portanee, from the estimation in which he is to be 
held by posterity. He knows that his body must 
soon die, and his connexion with the world be dis- 
solved; but he flatters himself with the fond hope, 
that his name may survive his ashes, and that his 
memory may be cherished and respected, though 
his person be lost in the grave, and sink into 
oblivion. 

When this anticipation and desire of immortality 
serve as a stimulus to virtuous exertion, and call 
forth wisdom and goodness honourably to fulfit their 
day, the love of fame is a respectable principle in 
the individual, because it becomes a blessing to 
mankind. But to wade to the temple of fame 
through a sea of blood; to extract “ the bubble 
“reputation” from widows’ tears and the groans of 
expiring wretches, is worse than contemptible ; it is 
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detestable, it is monstrous. And whatever national 
partiality and prejudice may have done, reason and 
humanity will always regard such characters as 
Alexander and Cesar with a¥berrence, strip them 
of their ill-carned glory, and stigmatize their 
names, to the latest generations, as the enemies of 
mankind. 

The spirit of patriotism, in other respects noble 
and excellent, is here faulty, pernicious, and worthy 
of the severest censure. It encroaches on the sacred 
tights of Joving-kindness and tender mercy. It 
encroaches on the more sacred prerogatives of high 
Heaven, It would make the God of the spirits of 
all flesh a party in the quatrels of two petty states, 
and force the great interests of am universe to bend to 
the caprice, the pride, the ambition, or revenge of 
some paltry prince. Hence the literary monuments of 
all nations exhibit a narrow, illiberal, ungenerous, im- 
pious spirit.—The warlike genius of Rome acquired 
the ascendant over her rival Carthage. The literary 
genius of that gallant people assumed the supe- 
riority of course; and Punic perfidy, barbarity, 
aud cowardice, became the subject of proverbial 
apophthegms, historical records, and poetical rhap- 
sodieé. But suppose, for a moment, the seales 
changed, and the fate of Carthage preponderating, 
and. we should have had this whole picture re- 
wehkd ; and Roman, not Punic faithlessness, cru- 
@&y, and cowardice, had been the burden of the 
song, and the object of detestation. While our 
notes of triumph rend the vault of Heaven, cross 
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that brook, look forward from the summit of that 
little hill where we are celebrating victory with all 
the insolence of success, and erecting’ the monu- 
mental column to prosperous valour, and nought is to 
be seen but sights of woe, no voice is to be heard 
but that of lamentation and despair; while angels, 
from yonder sphere, look down with pity and con- 
cern, such as angels feel, on both the victor and 
the vanquished.“ The broad eye of one Creator 
‘takes in all mankind : his laws expand the heart;” 
and the “ Te Deum,” which angels sing with rapture, 
is, “ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
* good will towards men.” 

‘We must carry these ideas with us as a corrective 
te the vehemence of poetical enthusiasm, and leara 
atill to distinguish between the rapturous praise and 
censure of a female patriot, and the calm, equita- 
ble, unbiassed applause or condemnation of unerr- 
ing wisdom and eternal justice. In the picture 
of human nature here suspended before our eyes, 
we behold it as it is, not what it ought in all re- 
Spects to be. 

Deborah having proposed her subject in plain and 
simple terms, in the second verse, and summoned 
the princes and potentates of the earth to listen to 
her song, as ifthe whole world were interested in the 
‘eveat whieh she was abays to celebrate, she presents 
to themr ay object saplenaly worthy of their atipo- 
tia, aud: reverence, “maiinely, the great Jewovamt 
suirdhing in awful state before the armies of his 
people, and delivering to them bis dreadful law Sum 
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Sinai, while universal Nature bears witness to the 
presence of the Creator and Lord of all: “The 
‘earth trembling, the mountains melting, the 
* powers of heaven shaken.” From thence she 
turns a weeping eye to the recent miseries of her 
yet bleeding country, and summons her compatriots 
to gratitude and joy for the deliverance of that day, 
from the recollection of the cruel restraints under 
which they so lately lived, and of the calamities 
which they endured: and she rises into holy rap= 
ture at the thought, that a gracious Providence had 
not only wrought salvation for his people, but made 
her the blessed instrument of effecting it. Bet in 
recalling the memory of former evils in order to 
awaken holy joy, she fails not to trace those evils wp 
to their proper source, in order to excite holy sorrow 
and contrition: “They chose new gods; then 
“ was war in the gates: was therea shield or spear 
© geen among forty thousand in Israel?” Verse 8, 
The great object of the prophetess is to impress 
this everlasting and unchangeable truth, that sin 
is the ruin of any nation, and that salvation is of 
the Lord. The moment a new God is set up, be- 
hold a new enemy is in the gate, That instant the 
idol is-pulled down, the hope of Israel revives. The 
poetic question of Deborah, “ Was there's shield of 
“ upear seen among fortythousand in Isrgel?” aap 
presses the highest degrewaf political dejenton andl - 
distress ; and it representé the insulting fee apt 
only filling ali their borders with present tousherme- 
tion, but also, a8 undermining all their hope fan, the 
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time “to ‘ome; stripping them of every kind of 
ariour both for defence and attack; to such a degree, 
that not one man out of forty thousand was furnish- 
ed for the field. 

A Jewish Rabbin (Sal. Jarchi) has given a turn 
somewhat different to the words of the text, and not 
an absurd one: “ Has Israel chosen new gods? then 
‘© was war in the gates. Was there shield or spear 
“ seen among forty thousand ¢” that is to say, “ From 


* the time that Israel made choice of strange gods, 


“ they were under a necessity of maintaining war in 
“their gates; or, of supporting a standing army 
“ for defence against the inroads of their enemies. 
“ But now that you offer yourselves willingly to the 
“Lord, and put away the strange gods which are 
“among you, see whether you have any need of 
“shield or spear against the most formidable and 
“ numerous hosts of foes, against the thousands and 
“ forty thousands of Canaan? No, Jenovan bim- 
“-self is your ‘shield and buckler, he fights your 
“ battles. Heaven and earth combine to destroy 
“the adversary; the stars in their courses fight 
“ aguinst Sixera, the river Kishon swallows them up.” 
+’ My beart is toward the governors of Israel, that 
offered themsclved willingly among the people. 
“ Bless ye the Lerd.: Speak, ye that ride on white 
* asses, ye that sit in judgment, and walk by the 
“way. They that are delivered from the noise of 
“archers in the places of drawing water; there 
* aball they-rebisarse the righteous acts of the Lord, 
even the righteous acts towards tbe inhabitants of 
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“ his villages in Israel; then shall the people of the 
* Lord go down to the gates.” Ver. 9-~11. That 
we may enter into the true spirit of the patriotic 
bard, let us suppose, what it is apparent she has in 
view, uamely, severally to address the various orders 
and descriptions of men, whereof the | Israclitish 
state was composed, and who had each a peculiar, 
as well as a common interest, in the salvation which 
they celebrated. She begins with her companions 
in the warfare, whd, roused by her exhortations, 
and by a sense of their country’s wrongs, had cheer- 
fully offered themselves to this laborious and hazard- 
ous service. “ My heart is toward the governors of 
* Israel, that offered themselves willingly among 
the people. Bless ye the Lord.” Versc g. They 
best knew how little was duc to human skill and va-~ 
lour, and how much to the gracious apd powerful 
interposition of Heaven ; let them therefore lead the 
band, and ascribe unto Jehovah the glory due unto 
his name. She next turns to the civil governors and 
judges of the land, and invites them to continue the 
song: ‘* Speak, ye that ride on white esses, ye that 
“ sit in judgment, and walk by the way.”-Verse 10. 
Such was the simple state in which 'the rylers 

Israel travelled from place to place, admipisteripg: 
justice. The idcas, in heraddress to them,, are ten- 
der and pathetic, and may be thus extended Alas! 
« my associates in government, it was but yester- 
* day that we were rulers without, sybjacts, judges 
*¢ without a tribunal, and without gutbority ; the 
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lives and property of Israel were not secured and 
“ protected by law, but were at the disposal of a 

foreign Jawless despot ; and your progress through 
* the land in the exercise of your high office, was 
*¢ checked and overawed by a licentious banditti. 
« Let us rejoice together, that government has re- 
“‘yerted to its channel; the highways are no 
 Jonger blocked up, and therefore no longer unoce 
“enpied. Place your thrones of judgment where 
« you will, in the gate, in the highway, the com- 
* munication is open, there is none to make you 
“afraid, the enemies whom you have seen, you 
* shall see them no more again for ever.” ~ - 

Her next address seems to be made to the shep- 
herds of the lately oppressed country: “ They are 
“© delivered from the noise of archers in the places 
“ of drawing water; there shell they rehearse the 
“ righteous acts of the Lord, even the righteous 
acts towards the inhabitants of his villages’ in 
“ Israel; then shall the people of the Lord go 
“ down to the gates.” Verse 11. They are repre- 
sented as trembling at the sound of their own 
feet among the pebbles of the brook, lest thereby 
they should awaken the sttention of their rapacious 
masters ; they are afraid te drive their flocks to the 
watering-place, lest they should expose themselves 
and their harmless fleecy charge to the cruel shafts 
of the archer, ever on the watch to gall and annoy 
them. But now there, even there, in the very 
scene of their sorrow and misery, where the rustling 
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of @'tesf durst not be heard, they shall break out 
together into singing; there, free from sorrow, free 
from fear, “ shall they rehearse the righteous acts of 
“the Lord, even the righteous acts to the inha- 
 bitants of the villages in Israel.” Finally, she 
calls upon the inhabitants of the villages, the 
husbandmen and vine-dressers, to add their voices to 
the swelling band, on recovering their tranquillity, on 
being restored to the felicity of labouring for them- 
selves, and saved from the mortification of seeing 
lazy, insolent strangers devouring the fruit of their 
painful toil, and repairing as before, in bappier days, 
to their own gates, to their own judges for justice 
and judgment. Thus we hear, as it were, the tune- 
ful choir, gradually increasing in number, the pea- 
sant taking up the song which the shepherd had 
put into his mouth, the shepherd following the 
magistrate, the magistrate the soldier, till all Israel 
becomes one voice, one heart, one soul, to celebrate 
the high praises of God. Faint representation of 
that more glorious consummation, that purer 
triumph, that more auspicious day, that inexpres- 
sibly more important salvatian, to which the believer 
in Christ Jesus looks forward in hope. ’ 
~ The voice of this universal chorus having ceased, 
a solemn pause of some moments seems to ensue; 
when the divinely inspired poetess awakes to new 
rapture, and the harmony of myriads of joyful 
voices subsides into the melody of one simple strain: 
Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter a 
“song : arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, 
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thon son of Abinoam.” Verse 12. What genuine 
touches of nature have we here, what simplicity, 
what pathos, what sublimity! She seeme to regret 
her exhausted powers ; her spirit is still willing; she 
eannot bear to cease so soon from so divine an 
employ; she starts into fresh enthusiesm., Having 
put words of praise into the mouths of a whole 
saved people, she takes up her own peculiar strain, 
« Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter 
*asong:” And then, turning to the companion 
of her victory, she excites him to make a public 
display of the wonderful trophies of that wondrous 
day: “Arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity cap- 
“tive, thou son of Abinoam.” Exhibit them in 
chains who had forged chains for the hands and feet 
of Israel; lead them captive who led in captivity 
the free-born sons of God ; show triumphantly the 
spoils of them that spoiled thee; ‘ the prey taken 
“from the mighty, and the lawful captive deli- 
*vered;” them that “ oppressed thee fed with 
“their own flesh, and drunken with their own 
“ blood, as with sweet wine;” a righteous “God 
* contending with them, who contended with thee.” 
—~* Thou son of Abinoan®, She rouses her noble 
colleague to excel in praise as he bad excelled in 
counsel and courage, by one of the most powerful 
motives of human conduct, the honour of his 
father's name and family. Let the names of Barak 
and Abinoam be transmitted hand in hand, and with 
respect, to the latest generations; let the world 
know that on Abinoam a gracious Providence com 
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ferved th distinguieled hoaour of es fanaa 
of the dather of his countey. ’ 

i Kt. is not ancestry, i lode -conbey Celt one 
bestow telebrity on s deediaes name, on an idle or 
worthless charscter; it is iljustrieus virtue, it is 
superior wisdom, it iv useful ability that- confers 
nobility, @ue nobility on families, and oelebrity on 
countries, Contending cities claim the honour of 
giving bivth to Hower. Strip Athens of her re. 
nowited sons, and she sinks intos mate of recks 
and sand. How would the heart of Abincam gigy 
swith delight, a9 often as the eound of hiv name 
Teeched his ears, in connexion with that of a son 
whorn a grateful couatry acknowledged and celebras 
ted with songs as its savicar! 

In the 13th verse we see the low and reduced 
state of Israet again brought into view, to prepare 
for a fresh discovery of the power and goodness of! 
God, and to exhibit, in another point of light, the 
solidity, strength, and security of his chureh * out 
“* of weakness made strong,” “ waxing,” in s moment, 
* valiant in fight, turning to Aight the armies of the 
* alieas."—“ Then be wide him thet remaindth 
“ have déwinion over the nelles among the prople: 
‘the Lerd meade me have dominion over dhe 
 qnighty.” Verse 18. In two striking partiodae 
tile gracious interposition of Hoeven is exsphatioally * 
pelntedent, --+ He mede him that remainetintodene 
0 'Gomiaten.”* 3¢ wen'net the wiringth & Jed 
arid God employed ta erustring Wis * inoblan” an" 


a HISTORY OF DEBORAH. [Sa0cr. IE, 
qgide of Canaan : it was not by opposing force to 
force, shill to skill, that Providence decided the 
gomtest; but by a scattered, broken remainder; but 
by a dispirited handful, that durst not trust them~- 
‘elves in the plain against the enemy; but. by.an 
unarmed rabble whom Sisera held in contempt, that 
Jehovah trampled the glory of Jabin in the dust, as 
by 2 cake of barley bread rolling down upon a tent 
and levelling it with the ground, 

To set the divine sovereignty in a still stronger 
light, Deborah suggests, but not in the spirit of 
telf-confidence, that when God did appear for his 
people, he did it, not by kindling martial ardour 
and resentment in manly bosoms, by putting the 
machine in motion in the usual way ; but by creat- 
ing a new thing in the earth; by endowinga woman 
with more then manly sagacity and resolution ; by 
making a woman the life and soul of a sinking na- 
ction; in order that God himself might have the 
undivided praise. “The Lord made me to have 
‘¢ dominion over the mighty.” Is it not somewhat 
remarkable, that Deborah is only once described 
as the wife of Lapidoth » whereas Barak is repeat- 
edly, both in history and in song, brought forward 
as the son of such a father. Is it to mark the base 
degeneracy of Israel at this period; all masculine 
virtue extinguished, and its importance sunk; the 
vonly trace of the existence of the man, that hr was 
‘the husband of mich 2 women? The repetition of 
his relation therefore may have been, ompitted, 
because it would have, reflected reiterated disgrace 
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upon the one, without adding much to, perhaps 
somewhat detracting from, the glory of the other. 
Whereas the blazoning of 2 son’s praise, instead of 
detracting from, is the most gratifying addition to 
a father’s honour. 

Tn the passage which follows, the prophetess goes 
with a poetical and prophetic enthusiasm into a 
detail of the distinguishing characters of the several 
tribes of Israel, avcording to the part which they 
had taken, or neglected to take, in the cause of their 
country, at this trying crisis, which at present .I 
shall simply quote, annex a single remark, and 
then conclude. “ And the princes of Issachar were 
“with Deborah: even Issachar, and also Barak: 
“he was sent on foot into the valley. For the 
“ divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of 
heart. Why abodest thou among the sheep-folde, 
“ to hear the bleatings of the flocks? for the divi- 
“ sions of Reuben there were great searchings of 
“heart. Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why 
“did Dan remain in ships? Asher continued on 
the sea-shore, and abode in his breaches. Zebu- 
“lun and Naphtali weré 2 people that jeoparded 
* theirdives unto the death in the high places of the 
“ field.” Verses 15-18. This is the third time 
that prophetic inspiretion has presented us with the 
discriminating features of the sons of Israel, and 
of the tribes which descended from them, at three 
diferent periods, and in very different situations.— 
Sactb ‘on hie dying bed, Moses on tha wing to 

La 


m Birrokl of néoteat, fect. tt 


aivend mount Nebo, an@ Deborah on the defevt 
of Sisera, The comparative view OF Israel xt these 
@istant periods seems to mb a mibjett of eirivts, 
pledsant, and not aseless, disquisition, and J drewh 
to devote the meditation of a particular evening 
to it. 

The season (December 31) arrests us hdiw, and 
demands a series of reflections suited to winter, end 
change, and decay, and death. The patt rashes 
upon memory and affections ih an impettous tide. 
The future still presents the same impenetrable 
curtain to our eager eyes. We go on fondly plan- 
ning, and after a thousand proofs df vanity, fe- 
tum to tréasure up for ourselves vexation of spirit. 
But we chall Aides at length, atid ete Yong 
land on that shore where fear and ‘hope mre no 
longer. If permitted to enter on the cotnmencement 
of another ycar, we shall endeavour to improve that 
kind indulgence, by endcavoaring to suggest reflet- 
tions suited to the occasion. If permitted to ad- 
‘Vance to a sécond sabbath in a hew year, we ball 
attempt to resume our #ecustomed pursuits. If to 
any, this be the last opportunity of the kind, the 
solemn farewell is now taken. And kind is that 
Providence which does not always let us knew when 
we are saYity © finully farewell ;” which pertnits dhe 
bitterness of déath to pass befote we are ‘deitsible it 
is come. Wo, wo, wo to the min who fs pehith- 
éd with the Poresight of the evil cut is "eetiilag 
tpon hith. The extisits of a Deborah ant a/Bvtk 
now live only in the page of history ; their song is 
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how to be found only in 2 few measured words, 
whose rhythm is lost, whose sense is obscure, whose 
spirit is evaporated. But, my friends, we have this 
day been commemorating, in the ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper, an event which will never sink in 
oblivion, never spend its force, never lose its import~ 
ance. We have this day been carrying on, keeping 
up the song, which the enraptured shepherds of 
Bethlehem caught two thousand years ago from a 
choir of the heavenly host, which is ever pleasing, 
ever new; let us again resume it, and teach it to 
our children. ‘ Glory, glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will towards men.” 
Blessing and kohour, and glory, and power, be 
“ unto Him that gitteth upon the throne, and unto 
“ the Lamb, for ever i. ! ever.” Amen. Hallelujah! 
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LECTURE X, 


JUDGES PV. 20, 21. 


They fought from heaven: the stars in their courses fought 
against Siscra. The river of Kishon swept them away, that 
ancient river, the river Kishon: O my soul, thou hast 
trodden down strength. 


In turning over the hallowed page of inspiration, 
and in contemplating the various revolutions of 
huinan affairs which it unfolds, we seem transported 
tv a superior region; we behold the earthly ball 
rolling round beneath our feet; we witness the 
birth, the progress, the dissolution of nations; we 
learn to correct the prejudices of education, and our 
narrowness of -orception ; we no longer ignorantly 
admire, nor superciliously despise our fellow-crea- 
tures; we adore the great Father and Lord of all, 
who “has of one blood formed all nations of men 
* to inhabit upon the face of the whole carth,” and 
“whose kingdom ruleth over all.” From that 
elevation we observe, with humble acquiescence and 
holy joy, the designs of eternal Providence, matur- 
ing and executing themselves; the individual passing 
away, but the species permanent; states and king- 
doms changing their form, their spirit, their charac- 
ter, but human nature the same under every governy 
ment, in every climate, under every sky. We 
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behold regions, and periods, and nations rising into 
notice, into eminence, into importance, by the 
talents, the virtues, the address of one man, of one 
woman ; and returning again to obscurity and insig~ 
nificance, through a defect of wisdom, of public 
spirit, of exertion. 

The history of perhaps no nation exhibits such 
striking and instructive variety of character and 
event, as that of the posterity of Abraham. It is 
interesting in itself, and it is closely connected with 
the general interests of mankind. That people 
through a dispersion of near two thousand years 
have preserved an existence. Hated, despised, and 
persecuted by all other nations, they remain unex- 
tirpated, a monument at once of the vengeance and 
of the care of Heaven: and no uncquivocal intima- 
tions from the oracles of truth, hold them up as the 
objects of eternal Providence, in events of superior 
magnitude yet to take place. 

We have followed the successive changes which 
they underwent, with successive emotions of asto- 
nishment, exultation, indignation, and sorrow. And 
we find them, at the defeat of Sisera and his host, 
in a situation highly critical and interesting. The 
prophetess Deborah in this cclebrated song, goes 
into a comparative delineation of the respective 
merit and demerit of the several tribes: and thereby 
enables us to estimate the particular character of 
each, at different eras of their political existence. 
Jacob on his death bed, and Moses on the wing to 
depart, in his valedictory address, present us wich a 
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similar opportanity ; of which we are now to ayail 
ourselves, in the two-fold view of extending a little 
our pittance of knowledge of human nature, and 
increasing our admiration of, and dependance upon 
the divine Providence. 

In the dying benediction of Jacob, Judah, his 
fourth son, and the tribe which should spring from 
him, make 2 most conspicuous figure. The spirit 
of prophecy employs every image expressive of 
power, greatness, plenteousness, and duration, to 
Tepresent the future eminence and superiority of 
that tribe. In all the musters which were made of 
the people during the forty years wandering in the 
wilderness, and in the distribution of place and 
station according to divine appointment, in their 
gneampments and reniovals, we stilt find Judah 
excelling in number and strength, and occupying 
the post of honour. But Moses takes leave of that 
tnbe, with a very slight degree of notice; and in 
the song of Deborat: their name is not so much as 
mentioned, nor js any allusion made to any exploit 
of theirs, in celebrating the triumph of that eventful 
day. Indeed the spirit and pre-eminence.of Judah 
seems to have becn gradually on the decline, from 
the days of Caleb, who conquered and dispossessed 
the sons of Anak ; till they were revived, maintained, 
and extended under David and Solomon, And for 
several centuries we find this prerogative tribe, 
which was destined to the lasting honoure of roys 
alty and rule, sleeping ia oblivion and unimpor- 
tance with the insignificant tribe of Simeon, which 
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hardly ever achieved any action, or produced any 
personage worthy of being remembered, Of so 
much consequence is one man ina tribe, in a nation, 
in a world. 

But the person and tribe the most distinguished 
in the prophecy of Jacob, and in the blessing of 
Moses, are also the most distinguished in this fri- 
umphant anthem, Ephraim, the younger son of 
Joseph, the beloved son of Jacob, raised by the 
destination and interposition of high Heaven to 
power and precedency over his elder brother. To 
the exertions of this branch of the house of Joseph, 
in conjunction with those of Zcbulun and Naphtali, 
the victory now by the blessing of God obtained 
over the arinies of Canaan was chiefly to be ascribed. 
The spirit of their father Joshua, dead in so many 
other of the tribes of Israel, is alive in them, and 
happily is propitious to the common cause. A 
severe censure of the conduct of the two tribes and 
a half beyond the river is more than insinuated ; 
it is brought directly forward. They are represented 
as totally lost to all public spirit, and wrapt up in 
cold selfishness and indifference. Jordan was a kind 
of defence to them from the Canaanitish foc, and 
the cries of their oppressed brethren beyond the 
tiver are drowned in the more interesting bleatings 
of their own flocks. The same spirit of selfishness 
ie represented as pervading the tribes who inhabited 
the sea-coasts, Dan and Asher, and who, subsisting 
by trade, and absorbed by the love of gain, stecled 
their hearts to the feelings of sympathy and hama- 
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nity. Drawing their supplies from the ocean, they 
forget they have a country; and under the influence 
of one domineering lust, all the better claims of the 
human heart are suppressed and silenced. They 
pursue their merchandise, as the others attended to 
their sheep-farms, regardless what their wretched 
countrymen meanwhile endured. ‘ For the divi- 
* sions of Reuben there were great thoughts of 
“heart. Why abodest thou among the sheep-folds, 
“to hear the bleatings of the flocks? for the divi- 
** sions of Reuben there were great searchings of 
“heart. Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why 
“did Dan remain in ships? Asher continued on 
“ the sca-shore, and abode in his breaches.” Verses 
15—-27. 

Such is the general view of the state of Israel at 
this period, which the words of Deborah convey. 
The import of many of the expressions which the 
prophetess employs to convey her feelings on this 
occasion, we pretend not to understend or to explain, 
Is it any wonder that in a poetical composition 
upwards of three thousand years old, in a language 
so little studied, referring to a history of which the 
outline only is drawn, there should be many things 
difficult to be understood? This much is evident 
upon the face of it, that Israel at that unhappy 
period exhibited a spectacle, bearing but too near a 
resemblance to what our own times have seen dread- 
fully realized—A whole host of foes, a world in 
armas, combined to work the downfall of our sinful, 
devoted country—TIntcrnal discord, the extinction of* 
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public virtue, the dominion of barefaced iniquity— 
But the arm of the Lord is revealed, and salvation 
is wrought, 

The picture which the poetess draws of the de- 
sperate state of Israclitish affairs is truly affecting; 
and it is a happy preparation for a display of that 
unexpected and astonishing relief which had just 
turned their sorrow into gladness. Behold Judah 
lulled asleep into listlegs inaction, without exertion, 
without existence: a fourth part of the national 
force, on the other side Jordan, carelessly tending 
their flocks: another fourth devoted to their private 
traffic; the sword of judgment in the feeble hand 
of a female; confederated kings threatening their 
utter extirpation; enemies numerous, “ strong, and 
“lively, and hating them with a cruel hatred.” 
What Power can dissipate the gathered storm? 
That Power which says to the roaring ocean, 
“ Hitherto shalt thou come, but no farther, and here 
“ shall thy proud waves be stayed.”—* They fought 
“from heaven : the stars in their courses fought 
* against Sisera.” Verse 20. Behold all nature en- 
gaged in the cause of Israel's God. The heavenly 
host first take up the quarrel; angels, legions of 
angels that excel in strength:”—* the least of 
“whom conld wield these elements.” The most 
powerful and splendid parts of inanimate nature feel 
the alarm, and join their influence ; “ the stars in 
“ their courses.” The earth quickly hears the hea- 
vens ; the waters swell and rage; Kishon increased, 
moat probably, by the recent dreadful tempest which 


186 HISTORY OF DEBORAH. Elser, X. 


had fallen from the air, rises suddenly upon them, 
and, like the Red Sea of old, swallows up as in 
moment the enemy and the avenger. __ 

‘There is a singular force and beauty in the repe- 
tition of the name of the river, with the addition of 
the epithet “ ancient.” It is natural for men to 
value themselves on the antiquity of their country, 
and its cities. It is the fond term which, in the 
honest pride and exyltation of our hearts, we affix 
to our own land; it seems to confer additional dig- 
nity and importance ; we associate in the idea, the 
valour and success of former times; we feel our 
hearts attracted as to acommon parent; filial affec- 
tion and brotherly love revive at the sound. In the 
enthusiasm of pious and poetical inspiration, she 
bestows apimation and passion on the flood; she 
represents it as rising in pride and joy, and overflow. 
ing its banks, to serve the cause of ancient friends, 
lying under the rod of insolence aud oppression. 
And the period pathetically closcs, with the pro- 
pletese, in a single word, apostrophizing herself, as 
the honoured, happy instrument of co-operating with 
intelligeut and inanimated nature, in trampling pride 
and cruelty into the dust. ‘ O my soul, thou hast 
** trodden down strength.” 

I have already anticipated much of what I had to 
say, on the subject of the glowing euloging which 
Deborah pronounces on the conduct of “ Jael the 
wife of Heber.” Permit me only to repeat, that 
in order to our fully adopting the sentiments of the 
Tarselitish poctess, we must be acquainted with 
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many circumstances of the case, which the concise. 
ness of the sacred history enables us not to discover 5 
that there is a singularity in the whole conduct and 
occasion of the business, which forbids it to be 
drawn into a precedent, and pleaded in ordinary 
cases as an example or an excuse; that we are to 
distinguish carefully betwixt the poetic ardour and 
enthusiasm of a female bard and patriot, and the 
calm unimpassioned: praise and censure of sound 
reason, or the deliberate approbation of the God of 
truth, mercy, and justice. We know certainly that 
God cannot love nor commend perfidy, cruelty, or 
revenge. But he justly may, and often docs, employ 
the outrageous passions of one great offender to 
punish those of another. And it is evident that 
through ignorance, prejudice, or wilful misconcep- 
tion, the wisest of men are very incompetent judges 
of the ways and works of the Almighty. 

The winding up of this sacred poem suggests the 
most satisfactory apology for the conduct of Jael, 
and accounts at the same time for the warmth of 
the strains in which Deborah celebrates that con- 
duct. It is the horrid use that conquerors usually 
made of victory, to which I allude. The wretched 
females of the vanquished people fell a prey to the 
brutal lust of the victors. This was a case so com 
mon, that “the mother of Siscra and her wise 
“ Jadies” are represented as so lost to feminine 
delicacy and compassion, as remorselessly to exult in 
the thought of portioning ont the virgins of Israel 
to Sisera and his soldiers, as the mere instruments 
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of a bratal pleasure ; as an article of horrid booty 
for the lawless plunderer. ‘* The mother of Sisera 
looked out at a window, and cried through the 
+ lattice, Why is his chariot so long in coming ? why 
* tarry the wheels of his chariots ? Her wise ladies 
‘ answered her; yea, she returned answer to herself, 
Have they not sped? have they not divided the 
‘prey, to every man a damsel or two? to Sisera 
“ a prey of divers colours, a prey of divers colours of 
“ needle-work, of divers colours of needle-work on 
* both sides, mect for the necks of them that take 
* the spoil?” Verses 28-30. Now, may we not 
suppose both Jacl and Deborah animated with 2 
holy indignation against the intended violators of 
their sex’s modesty and honour, and with a holy 
joy on the defeat of their ungracious purpose? May 
we not innocently suppose a mixture of virtuous 
female spirit inspiring what the one acted and the 
other sung? Our pity for the fallen warrior, and for 
his untimely, inglorious fate, must of course abate, 
when we consider that a righteous and merciful Pro- 
vidence, by whatever means, shortened a life, and 
stopped a career, which threatened the life, the 
virtue, the happiness of thousands. 

To personifying the character of Sisera’s mother 
and her attendants, Deborah presents us with a 
happy imitation of a passage in the song of Moses, 
on the triumphant passage of the Red Sea; where 
the poet insinuates himself, by a bold figure of 
eloquence, into the counsels of Pharaoh, overhears 
their formidable resolutions, and in the close of the 
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scene, rejoices in seeing their counsels, once so 
ouch dreaded, turned into foolishness by the grace 
and power of Heaven, ‘The enemy said, I will 
“ pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil: 
« my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; I will draw 
“ my sword, my hand shall destroy them. Thou 
* didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them ; 
“ they sank as lead in the mighty waters.” Exodus 
x¥, 9,10. So here Deborah brings in the matrons 
of Canaan as anticipating the fruits of victory, pre- 
maturely enjoying the triumph of the subjection of 
the Israelitish damsels to their own pride, and to 
the pleasure of their warriors ; and she inspirits the 
gratitude and joy of her fair countrywomen, by 
gently hinting at the dreadful hazard which they 
tun. This too, of course, diminishes our concern 
for the cruel disappointment which the mother of 
Sisera endured, looking and looking from her win- 
dow, but still looking in vain for him who was never 
More to return: expecting and expecting that lin- 
gering chariot; which the ancient river Kishon had 
long ere now swept down its stream; flushed with 
hope, only to make calamity more bitter. And let 
that hope be for ever blasted, which could be accom- 
plished only by what humanity shudders to think of, 

Having thus enjoyed self-gratulation, and called 
forth the grateful congratulations of her delivered 
country, and with heroic ardour trampled on dis- 
appointed lust, insolence, and ambition, she now 
aime a nobler flight. The world and its transitory 
interests and employments disappear. The throne 
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of God meets her enraptured eye. Private, per- 


sonal, national animosity are no more: all, all is 
Jost in the higher, unlimited, unchanging interests 
of the divine glory. ‘ So let all thine enemies pe- 
 rish, O Lord.” This is but prophetic enunciation 
of what needs must be. After one revolution has 
obliterated another, after one mortal interest has 
swallowed another up—after the distinctions of 
Jew and Gentile, Greck and barbarian, bond and 
free, are lost and forgotten, the honours of the di- 
vine justice and mercy shall flourish and prevail. 
They that are afar from him, of whatever other name 
or description, shall perish ; and the workers of 
iniquity shall be destroyed. 

But the pious leader of the hes enly theme, as 
if unwilling to shut up her song with an idea so 
gloomy as the awful displeasure of the great God 
against his adversaries, relieves herself aud us, by 
taking up the more encouraging view of the favour 
of Jehovah to his friends, and thus she fervently 
breathes out her soul: “ But let them that love him 
“ be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might.” 

Next to the great Lord of nature himself, who is, 

—_————— to us invisible, 

Or dimly seen, in these his lowest works ; 
Mitrox. 
that glorious creature of his power, the san, isthe most 
striking and impressive of all objects. And poets 
of every description have enriched and ennobled 
their compositions by allusions to the glorious orb of 
day, “of this great world the eye and soul,” as 
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the brightest inanimate image of Deity here below, 
the fountain of light, the dispenser of vital warmth, 
the parent of’ joy. The inspired sacred writers 
have likewise happily employed it to represent the 
most glorious animated image of God in our world, 
a wise and good man“ going from strength to 
* strength:” shining as a light in a dark place; 
silently, without expectation of return, without 
upbraiding, in an unceasing revolution of diffusing 
happiness ; aiming at resemblance to his Creator, 
by becoming a god to his fcllow-creaturcs. It is 
thus that Deborah concludes her song; with a warm 
effusion of faith, and hope, and desire, that right- 
cousness might abound and increase, that good men 
might be in succession raised up; each in his day 
a light to his country, to mankind: “ going forth 
“as the sun in his might,” from lustre to still 
higher lustre, from usefulness to usefulness, without 
diminution, and without end. By the same simple 
but powerful imagery, the wise man represents the 
progress of true goodness ; “ the path of the just 
“is asthe shining light, that shineth more and 
“* more unto the perfect day.” And Wisdom itself, 
by a similar suggestion, animates the zeal and sup- 
ports the industry of those who were to teach his 
religion to the nations of the earth; “ Ye are the 
« light of the world.—Let your light so shine before 
“ men, that they may see your good works, and 
* glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

To the whole is affixed an historical note, short 
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indeed, but highly interesting and important, “ And 
* the land had rest forty years.” This is the no- 
blest eulogium of Deborah, the most honourable 
display of her talents and virtues. If thete be feel- 
ings worthy of envy, they are those of this exalted 
woman, on reflecting that God had honoured her to 
restore liberty and peace to her country; and to 
establish such a system of administration of justice, 
of civil government, of military discipline, and of 
religious worship, as preserved the public tranquil- 
lity for forty years together. How effectually may 
every individual serve the community! Of what 
importance then is every, the meanest individual 
How lasting and how extensive is the influence of 
real worth! there is one way in which every man 
may be a public blessing, may become a saviour of 
his country—by cultivating the private virtues of 
the man and of the Christian. 

I proceed to illustrate the female character, its 
amiablencss, usofulness, and importance, in per- 
tons and scenes of a very different complexion ; in 
the less glaring, but not less instructive history of 
Rvur# the Moabitess, and of Naomi her mother-in- 
jaw; happy to escape the scenes of horror and 
blood which are the subject of the remainder of the 
history of the Esraelitish judges. 
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LECTURE XI. 


RUTH Tf. 1-6. 


Now it came to pass in thedays when the judges tuled, that 
there was a famine in the land, And a certain man of 
Beth-lehem-Jodah went to sojourn in the country of 
Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. And the name of 
the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, 
and the name of hi. two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephra- 
thites of Beth-lchem-Judah. And they came into the 
country of Moab, and continued there. And Etimetech 
Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, and her two sons, 
And they tock them wives of the women of Moab; the 
name of the one was Orpsh, and the name of the other 
Ruth: And they dwelled there about ten years, And 
Mablon and Chilion died aleo both of them; and the woman 
was left of her two sons, and her husband. 


"THE perpetual vieissitude which prevails in the 
system of the Universe, and in the conduct of 
Providence, is adapted to the nature, and conducive 
to the happiness of man. The succession of day 
and night, alternate labour and repose, the varia~ 
tions of the changing seasons, lend to cach, as it 
returns, its peculiar beauty and fitness. We sre 
kept etill looking forward, we are ever hovering on 
the wing of expectation, we are rising from attan- 
ment to attainment, we are pressing on to some 


futare mark, pursuing some yet unpossessed prize, 
M2 
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The hireling, supported by the prospect of receiving 
the evening's reward, cheerfully fulfils the work of 
the day. The husbandman without regret perceives 
the glory of the summer passing away, because he 
lifts up his eyes and “ bcholds the fields white unto 
“ the harvest ;” and he submits joyfully to the pain- 
ful toil of autumn, in contemplation of the rest and 
comfort which he shall enjoy, when these same 
ficlds shall be white with snow. It is hunger that 
gives a relish to food; it is pain that recommends 
case. The value of abundance is known only to 
those who have suffered want, and we are little sen- 
sible what we owe to God for the blessing of health, 
till it is interrupted by sickness. 

The very plagucs which mortality is heir to, have 
undoubtedly their uses and their ends: and the 
sword may be as necessary to draw off the gross hu- 
mours of ihe moral world, as storm and tempest are 
to disturb the mortal stagnation, and to chase away 
the poisonous vapours, of the natural, Weak, short- 
sighted man is assuredly unqualified to decide con- 
cerning the ways and works of infinite wisdom ; but 
weak, labouring, wretched man may surely repose 
unlimited confidence in infinite goodness. 

During the dreadful times when there was no 
king in Isracl, the whole head was so sick, the 
whole heart so faint, the whole mass so corrupted, 
that an ocean of blood must be drained off before it 
can be restored to soundness again. Not only one 
rotten limb, but the whole body is in danger of pe- 
rishing, and nothing but a painful operation can 
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save it. The skilful, firm, but gentle hand of Pro- 
vidence takes up the instrament, cuts out the dis- 
ease, and then tenderly binds up the bleeding 
wounds, Relieved from the distress of beholding 
brother lifting up the spear against brother, from 
hearing the shouts of the victor, and the groans of the 
dying, we retire to contemplate and to partake of 
the noiseless scenes of domestic life; to observe the 
wholesome sorrows ahd the guiltless joys of calmness 
and obscurity; to join in the triumphs of sensibility, 
and to solace in the soft effusions of nature; to 
‘ smile with the simple, and feed with the poor.” 
The little history on which we are now entering 
is one of those which every where, and at all seasons, 
must afford pleasure atd instruction. It is a most 
interesting display of ordinary life, of simple man- 
ners, of good and honest hearts; of the power of 
friendship, and the rewards of virtue. It forms an 
important link in the chain of Providence and the 
history of redemption. There is perhaps no story 
that has been wrought into so many different forms, 
transfused into so many different languages, accom- 
modated to so many different situations, as the his- 
tory of Ruth. It is felt from the cottage up to the 
palace, by the rustic and the courtier, by the orphan 
gleaner in the field and the king's daughter. The 
man of taste delights in it on account of the artless 
structure, elegant diction, and judicious arrange- 
ment of the tender tale. The friend of virtuous sen- 
sibility delights in it for the gentle emotions which 
it excites, and the useful lessons which it inculeates. 
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The pious soul rejoices in it, from the enlarged, 
the instructive, the consolatory views of the divine 
Providence which it unfolds, The inquiring and 
devout Christiaan prizes it, as standing in connexion 
with the ground of his faith, and contributing to 
streugthen the evidence, and explain the nature, of 
* those things wherein he has been instructed,” and 
on which he rests for salvation. Happy the man 
who, possessing all these qualities, shall peruse and 
employ it as a corrector and guide to the imegina- 
tion, as a support to the spirit, as a light to the un- 
derstanding, a monitor to the conscience, a guard 
to the affections, and a faithful instructor to the 
heart. 

The particular era of this story is not marked by 
the sacred penman, neither has he been directed to 
affix his name to his precious little work. In 
general, it could not be in the times of boisterous 
anarchy and wild uproar, that Boaz cut down his 
barley, and Ruth gleaned after the reapers. The 
fruits of the field were protected to the owner by 
lawful authority, and justice was administered by 
the elders in the gate, 

If we consider that the life of man was row re- 
duced to the common standard, that David was the 
foarth in order of succession from Boaz, and if we 
allow thirty or thirty-five years to be the medium 
standard of distance from one generation to another, 
the marriage of Boax with Ruth will be thrown 
upon the short administration of his towasman 
Thzan, the successor of Jephtha, of which we have 
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only this brief account: “ And after him Ibzan of 
“ Bethlehem judged Israel.” Judges xxii. 8. 

Samuel ie generally understood to have written 
both this and the preceding, and thereby to have 
preserved the historical series of events from Joshue 
to himself almost unbroken; and also the genealo- 
gical deduction of succession down to David, in 
whom the royal line of the house of Judah com- 
menced, altogethe? uninterrupted. And while we 
behold Rahab the harlot, a woman of Jericho, and 
Ruth the Moabitess, not only admitted to the rank 
of mothers in Israel, but mothers of a race of kings, 
mothers in the line of “ Messiah the prince,” we 
are admonished, as Poter was long afterward on a 
different occasion, “not to cal} that common or 
* gnclean which God hath purified.” 

Terael was now enjoying the blessing of good 
government, but the land is visited with a calamity 
which no sagacity of government could foresee or pre- 
vent, and which no human power could remove— 
with famine. Bethlehem itself, the house of bread, 
so called from the fertility of the cireumjacent fields, 
sinks under the pressure of this sore evil, and Eli- 
tmelect, one of the chiefs of his tribe, is, like the 
most illustrious of his ancestors, driven to seek sub- 
sistence in a strange land. 

Every land, according to its place on the globe, 
has its poculiar climate, soil, production. One is 
watered by the clouds of heaven, and another by 
an inundation of the waters of the earth. Here the 
tain dqcends according to no fixed law, either as 
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to season or quantity, there it is measured to a 
drop, and timed toa moment. On the regularity 
or uncertainty of these distributions by the hand of 
nature, or the intervention of Providence, depends 
the comfort, nay the very sustention of human life; 
on them depends all the variation of vegetable pro- 
duce, us to plenty or scarcity, as to greatness, whole- 
someness, pleasantness, and their contraries. Hence 
the same country is one year as the garden of God 
for beauty and abundance, and the next is as the 
waste howling wilderness; Canaan now flows with 
milk and honey, and gives bread to the full, and 
anon eats up its inhabitants. We hear an offended and 
a merciful God, by the mouth of the same prophet, 
reproving and threatening human thoughtlessness 
and ingratitude in relation to this interesting subject, 
in these glowing terms: ‘ She did not know that I 
« gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied 
“ her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal ; 
* therefore will I return and take away my corn in 
the time thereof, and my wine in the season 
thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax, 
* piven to cover her nakedness, And I will destroy 
“her vines and her fig-trees, of which she said, 
“ These are my rewards which my lovers have given 
“ me; and I will make them a forest, and the beasts 
of the field shall cat them.” And thus relents 
the God of grace towards penitent returning chil- 
dren; “ I will betroth thee unto me in faithfulness, 
* and thou shalt know the Lord. And it shall come 
to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, I 
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* will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the 
‘earth, and the earth shall hear the corn and the 
« wine and the oil, and they shall hear Jezreel ; and 
* J will sow her unto me in the earth, and I will 
* have mercy on her that had not obtained mercy.” 
Such is the mysterious scale of both mercy and 
judgment, Thus universal nature is combined in 
one firm league to oppress and confound God’s adver= 
sary. Thus every creature and every event united 
in preserving the existence, and in promoting the 
happiness, of his repenting, dutiful, obedient chil- 
dren. 

Elimelech secks and finds refuge in Moab, for 
the carth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof ;” 
and he has given commandment, ‘ Let mine out- 
“ casts dwell with thee, Moab ;” and that one word 
disarms in an instant national animosity, represses 
the rage of the lion, quenches the violence of fire. 
The fugitive of Bethlchem-Judah finds kindness 
and protection among inveterate enemies; Daniel 
sleeps secure amongst the ficrcest of the savage 
tribes; and the three children of the captivity walk 
unhurt in the midst of the flaming furnace. 

“We “see, at first, nothing but one of those in- 
stances which every day occur, of the sad reverses 
to which individuals, families, states, are liable ; thé 
downfall and distress of an ancient and reputable 
house, struggling with penury, and forced into 
exile; but we soon discover that the Eternal eye is 
fixed on a nobler object, that the hand of Omnipo- 
tence is preparing the materials and laying the 
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foundation of a more magnificent fabrie ; that infinite 
wisdom is bringing low the royal house of Beth- 
Ichem, only to restore it with greater splendour. 

We have before us at once the cure of pride 
and of despair. Behold, O man of an hundred 
ancestors, and of an hundred thousand acres, behold 
Elimelech the son of Abraham, poor and despised ; 
behold the head of the tribe of Judah, @ stranger 
in a strange land, existing through sufferance, sup- 
plied through foreign bounty; and remember by 
what a brittle tenure thy privileges and possessions 
are held. Consider, child of adversity, whom no 
man knows, whom no one regards, consider yonder 
neglected, reduced, extinguished family, and behold 
from the ashes of the expiring phoenix an immortal 
offspring arising, whose fight neither time nor 
spuce can limit; and feel thine own importance, and 
aim only at high things, and trust in Omnipotence 
for the execution of its own eternal purpose. 

Ina country and among a people where names 
were not mere arbitrary sounds, but conveyed a 
meaning connected with character, with histor~ 
with expectation, those of Elimelech, ‘‘ my God{ 
“ king,” and of his wife Naomi, “ the pleasant ond 
from‘their peculiar import, must have a referen| 
to certain circumstances in their history which @ 
not recorded. The former might be dictated by the 
spirit of prophecy, and be significant, without the 
intention of them who imposed, or of him who bore 
it, of the future greatness to which the family, 
through the favour of Heaven, should arise, in the 
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persons of David, of Solomon, and of that long suc- 
cession of princes which finally centred, and was 
absorbed, in the person of Christ, David's son, yet 
David's Lord. The particulars of his own story 
which have reached us are too few and too general 
to admit of our discerning any reference or applica- 
tion of his name to his character, office, or condi- 
tion: but we know enough of the character and 
history of Naomi, to justify the suitableness of the 
appellation to her person, dispositions, and final at- 
tainments. 

In the disasters which befall, and in the successes 
which attend, certain families and individuals, we 
behold an apparent partiality of distribution that 
confounds and overwhelms us. Death enters into 
that house, passes from couch to couch, spares 
neither root nor branch; the insatiate fiend never 
says itisenough. Whatever that poor man attempts, 
be the scheme ever so judiciously formed, ever 20 
diligently prosecuted, uniformly fails; the winds as 
they change, the stars in their courses, fight against 
him. The very mistakes of his neighbour turn pros~ 
perously, his sails are always full, his children 
multiply, his wealth increases, his mountain stands 
strong. Is God therefore unwise, capricious, partial, 
or unjust? No, but we are blind, contracted, pre- 
sumptuous. We can discern, can comprehend only 
here and there a little fragment of his works, we 
ate gone before the event has explained itself; it re- 
quires the capacity, the eternity of God himself, to 
take im the mighty whole of his plan. 
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The house of Elimelech exhibits an affecting in- 
stance of the inequality we have been mentioning. 
The sad account of famine, of banishment, of degra- 
dation, of dependance, is at length closed with death. 
Discase of body co-operating with distress of mind, 
probably the effect of it, shortens his days, and, 
terminating his own worldly misery, dreadfully 
aggravates the wocs of the unhappy survivors. 
Wretched mother, left to strugglealone with poverty, 
solitude, danger, and neglect; far from friends, 
encompassed with eucmies, loaded with the charge 
of two fatherless children, not more the objects of 
affection than the sources of anxiety and care! 
While Elimelech lived, penury was hardly felt as a 
burden; in exile thou wert always at home; se- 
cluded from socicty, the conversation of one still dis. 
pelled the gloom. Thy sons afforded only delight, 
because that delight was participated in by him who 
had a common interest with you in them: but all 
is now changed, every load is accumulated sevenfold, 
every comfort is embittered, every prospect is cloud- 
ed: the past presents nothing but regret ; the future 
discloses nothing but despair. 

Naomi scems to have given up at this period all 
thoughts of returning to her native country, and © 
taking a virtue of dire necessity, attempts to natu- 
ralize her family in the land of Moab, by allying 
her sons, through marriage, to the idhabitants of 
the country. The sense of the loss which she has 
sustained gradually yields to the lenient hand of time, 
and to the sweet hope of sceing the house of her 
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beloved husband built up, and his name revived in 
the persons of his grand-children. Alas, what is the 
hope of man! the flatterer has been only decoying 
her into a greater depth of woe: her two remaining 
props sink one after another into the dust; all that 
the eyes desire is taken away with stroke upon stroke; 
and, to fill up the measure of a mother's wretched- 
ness, both her sons die childless, and hope expires 
with them. Now she is a widow indeed, and ex- 
hautsed nature sinks under the pressure. 

It is the opinion of many interpreters, that the 
premature death of the young men was a ‘judgment 
from Heaven, to punish their illegal intermarriage 
with strange and idolatrous women. It becomes 
not man to judge: and we know that God executeth 
only rightcous judgment; aud that [le in wrath still 
remembers mercy. ; 

‘Thus in three short lines the sacred historian bas 
delivered a tragic tale which comes homie to the 
bosom of every one that possesses a spark of sensi- 
bility. It is a domestic story ; it represents scenes 
which may, which do happen every day. It ad~ 
monishes every one in how many points he is val- 
nerable, how defenceless he is against the thunder- 
bolts of Heaven. It awfully displays the evil of sin, 
and the wrath of God against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of man. If such be the temporal 
effects of his vengeance, how bitter must be the cup 
which his just displeasure mingles for incorrigible 
offenders, in a state of final retribution! How 
pleasing is it to reflect that trials of this sort do not 
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always flow from anger, that they are the whole- 
some severity of a father, that they sim at pro- 
ducing real good, that they in the issue really “ yield 
“ the peaceable fruits of righteousness.” The dark- 
ness of night at length yields to the glorious arb of 
day, the shadow of death is turned into the morn- 
ing, and the desolate is as she who hath a hushand. 

This makes way for the introduction of the 
heroine of this eventful history; and we become 
interested in her from the very first moment. The 
Jewish writers, in order to heighten our respect for 
Ruth, perhaps from a pitiful desire to exalt their 
own ancestry, make her the daughter of a king of 
Moab, and as they are never timorous in making 
assertions, or in forming conjectures on such occa~ 
sions, they tell you her father was Eglon, whom 
Ehud slew. It is hardly probable that a prince of 
that country would have given his daughter in mat- 
riage to a needy adventurer who had banished him- 
self from his country through necessity. But of 
little importance ie it whether she were born a 
princess or no. Nature has adorned her with 
qualities such as are not always to be found in the 
eourts of kings; qualities which best adorn high 
birth, and which ennoble obscurity and indigence, 
namely, fidelity and attachment. She possesses a 
toul capable of fond respect for departed worth, and 
for living virtue. She displays 2 magnanimity to 
sacrifice every thing which the heart holds dear, te 
decency, to friendship, and to religion ; magnani- 
mity to encounter, without repining, painful toil 
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and hamiliating dependence, in fulfilling the duties 
of gratitude, humanity, and piety. How eloquent 
is she when she speaks, how great when she says 
nothing, how transcendently exalted in all she 
thinks, speaks, and acts! With what divine art, 
shall I say, is she introduced in the sacred drama? 
After we have been melted into pity by the calae 
mities of Naomi’s family, and seen the widowed 
moumer sinking under wave upon wave; and seen 
the prospect of progeny, the last darling hope of 
an Israelitish matron, rudely torn from her, lo, an 
angel in the form of a damsel of Moab, a mourner 
anda widow like herself, appears to comfort her, 
and makes her to know by sweet experience that he, 
that she, has not lost all, who has found a kind 
and faithful friend. What is the sound of the tram- 
pet, and a long train of mute and splendid harbin- 
gere, compared to the simple preparation of un- 
affected nature! Let us wait her approach in silent 
expectation ; and muse on what is past. 

Behold one generation of men goeth and an- 
other cometh; one planet arising as another sets, 
‘every human advantage balanced by its correspond- 
ing inconveniency, every loss compensated by a 
comfort that grows out of it. 

Behold the purpose of the Eternal mind main- 
taining is ground amidst all the tossinge and tem- 
pests of this troubled ocean, triumphing over oppo- 
sition, serving and promoting itself by the wrath 
of man and the malice of hell, out of darkness 
Fising into lustre, “out of weakness made strong,” 


m6 + HisTORY OF RUTH. Clscr. 3. 
by the energy of the great first cause, acquiring life, 
vigour, and prosperity from the extinction of means, 
from the destruction and death of secondary causes, 

Attend to the great leading object of divine rea 
velation, to which all others refer, to which all are 
subservient, in which all are absorbed and Jost, I 
will make mention of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
of Moses and the prophets; of Boaz and Ruth. 
“Twill make mention of Rahab and Babylon to 
“them that know me; behold Philistia and Tyre 
with Ethiopia: This man was born there ; and of 
Zion it shalt be said, This man was born in her; 
and the Highest himself shall establish her. The 
Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people, 
“ that this man was born there.” May our names 
be written in the Lamb’s book of life, among the 
living in Jerusalem ! 

The introduction of those personages and events, 
one after another, were remote steps of the prepa- 
tation of the gospel of peace. And every person 
now born into the church of Christ, and every 
event now taking place in the administration of 
human affairs, is a little space in the great scale of 
eternal Providence, and is a gradual preparation for 
the final consummation of all things. Let “ thy 
“ kingdom come,” O God! Let Satan’s kingdom be 
destroyed ; let the kingdom of grace be advanced, 
ourselves and others brought into, and preserved in 
it, and let the kingdom of glory be hastened! 
Amen! 
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LECTURE XII. 


RUTH I. 14—18. 


And they lift up'their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed 
her mother-in-law; but Huth clave unto ber. And she 
said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her people, 
and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister-in-law. 
And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest I will go, 
and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest will 
Idie, and there will I be buried; the Lord do so tome, and 
more also, if aught but death part thee and me. When 
she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, 
then she lef speaking unto her. 


THe calm, untumultuous, unglaring scenes of 
private life, afford less abundant matter for the pen 
of the historian, than intrigues of state, senatorial 
contention, or the tremendous operations of the 
tented field; but they supply the moralist and the 
teacher of religion with more pleasing, more ample, 
and more generally interesting topics of useful 
information, and of salutary instruction. What 
princes are, what statesman meditate, what heroes 
achieve, is rather an object of curiosity than of 
utility. They never can become examples to the 
bulk of mankind. It is when they have descended 
VOL. IV. N 


118 HISTORY OF ROTH. {Leor. Xi, 


from their public eminence, when they have retired 
to their private and domestic station, when the 
Ppotentate is lost in the man, that they become ob- 
jects of attention, patterns for imitation, or beacons 
set up for admonition and caution. 

For the same reason, the meck, the modest, the 
noiseless exhibition and exercise of female excellence, 
occupy a smaller space in the annals of human nature, 
than the noisy, bustling, forensic pursuits and employ- 
ments of the other sex. But when feminine worth is 
gently drawn out of the obscurity which it loves, and 
advantageously placed in the light which it naturally 
shuns, O how amiable, how irresistible, how attrac~ 
tive it is!’ A wise and good woman shines by not 
seeking to shine ; she is most eloquent when she is 
silent, and she obtains all her will by yielding, by 
submission, by patience, by self-denial. 

Scripture, as it excels in every thing, 50 it pecu- 
liarly excels in delineating and unfolding the female 
character, both in respect of the quantity exhibited, 
and of the delicacy, force, and effect of the design. 
We have already seen this exemplified in ® variety 
of instanees—in the dignified conjugal attachment 
and respect, in the matron-like, conscious, impa- 
tient superiority of Sarah—in the maternal par- 
tiality, eagerness, and address or Rebekah—in the 
Jealous discontent and impatieuce of Rachel—ia the 
winning condescension und the melting commise- 
ration of Pharaoh's daughter—in the patriotic 
ardour, the prophetic elevation, the magisterial dig- 
nity of Deborah the wife of Lapidoth—in the unre- 


we 


fect. EIL) HISTORY OF RUTH. fc) 


lenting firmness, and the daring enterprising spirit 
of Jael the wife of Heber. 

Female vice and worthlessness are delineated on the 
sacred page with equal skill, trath, and justice, from 
the insolence of Hagar and the treachery of Delilah, 
down to the implacable vengeance of Herodias, and 
the insatiate cruelty of her accursed daughter. 

Three more female portraits are now presented 
for our inspection, and our improvement; all ex- 
pressive of characters essentially different, all pos- 
sessing features of striking resemblance, all exhi- 
biting qualities which create and keep alive and in- 
terest, all copics from Nature, all pourtrayed by the 
hand of Him who knows what is in man. 

We have witnessed the wretchedness and sym- 
pathized in the sorrows of Naomi, my pleasant one, 
reduced from rank and fulness to obscurity and indi- 
genee, banished from her country and friends, a 
stranger in a strange land, robbed of her husband, 
bereaved of her children; having no protector save 
Heaven, no hope or refuge but in the peaceful grave. 
Behold the thrice widowed mourner bowing the 
head, and hiding the face in silent grief. She is 
dumb, she opens not her mouth, because the Lord 
hath done it. The miserable partners of her woe 
only increase and imbitter it. Two young women, like 
herself widows, childicss, comfortless; fondly attached 
to her, and tenderly beloved by her, because fondly 
attached to the memory of their husbands; but their 
mutual affection rendered a punishment, not a plea- 
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sure, by the pressure of poverty and the bitterness 
of neglect. At length she is roused from the stupe- 
faction of grief by tidings from her country, from 
her dear native city, and a ray of hope dispels the 
gloom of her soul. She “ hears in the country of 
** Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in 
« giving them bread.” 

In the wisdom and goodness of Providence, there 
is a healing balm provided for every wound. The 
Jenient hand of time soothes the troubled soul to 
peace; the agitation of the mind at last wearies it 
out, and lulls it asleep, and its weakness becomes 
its strength. Though in misery we cleave to the love 
of life, and having lost our comforts one after an- 
other, we are still enabled to look forward with fond 
expectation to a new source of joy. And when all 
temporal hope is extinguished and reluctantly given 
up, the spirit asserts its own immortality, and rests 
in hope beyond the grave. Naomi is reduced to a 
melancholy, a mortifying alternative; of continuing 
a poor, deserted exile in the land of Moab, or of re- 
turning to Bethlehem-Judah, stripped of all her 
wealth, of all her glory; to be an object at best of pity, 
perhaps of contempt. On this last however she re- 
solves, flattering herself that change of place and 
change of objects may alleviate her distress. 

The two young Moabitesses, in uniting them- 
selves to men of Israel, had renounced their own 
kindred and country, perhaps their native gods ; and 
therefore they lsten with joy to the proposal of 
their mother-in-law, to return toCanaan. It is the 
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more pleasing to observe this union of sentiment 
and affection, that the relation in question is seldom 
found favourable to cordiality and harmony. It 
furnishes a presumptive proof of the gooduess of all 
the three, and they had indeed a most mournful 
bond of union among themselyes—common loss, 
common misery: and the heart seems to have felt 
and acknowledged the ties which alliance had form- 
ed, and which the hand of death had rivetted, 
Behold then the mother and her daughters turn- 
ing their back on the painfully pleasing scenes of 
joys and sorrows past, unattended, unprotocted, 
unbefriended, disregarded ; as sad a retinue as ever 
wandered from place to place. They are hardly in 
motion from their place, when Naomi, penctrated 
with a lively sense of gratitude for friendship so 
generous and so disinterested, overwhelmed with 
the prospects of the still greater misery in which 
these dutiful young women were about to involve 
themselves, from their love to her, and unwilling to 
be outdone in kindness, carnestly entreats them to 
return home again. She urges upon them every 
consideration that reason, that affection, that pru- 
dence could suggest, to induce them to separate 
from a wretch so friendless and forlorn, so helpless, 
so hopeless, as herself. To suffer alone is now all 
the e msolation she either expects or seems to wish 5 
the destitute condition of these sisters in affliction 
is now her heaviest burthen. Indeed the situation 
of those three pilgrims has in it something wonder- 
fully pathetic and interesting. There they are upon 
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the read, on foot, with all the weakness, ignorance, 
timidity, uncertainty, and irresolution of their sex ; 
not knowing which way to berd their course, ex- 
posed to the craft, violence, or insult of every one 
they met; sinking under the recollection of what 
they had endured, shrinking from the apprehension 
of what might yet be before them. They attempt 
to comfort each other, and in doing that, every one 
is secking some slender consolation for herself. 
Think on the failure of bread, on the failure of 
Money, on the approaches of night, on the natural 
terrors and dangers of darkness, on the savagencss 
of wild beasts, and the more formidable savageness 
ot wicked men. Think on the unkindness and in- 
difference of an unfeeling world, and on the darker 
frowns of angry Ileaven. We are disposed to weep 
while we reflect on Jacob, a fugitive from bis father's 
house, composing his head to rest upon a pillow of 
stone, under the canopy of the open sky; at re. 
flecting on Joscph, torn from his father’s embrace, 
sold into slavery, cast intoa dungeon; but J tind 
here something infinitely more deplorable. Jacob 
and Joseph were men, flushed with youthful spirits, 
with youthful hope: the vigour of their minds had 
not been broken down by the iron hand of affliction, 
their prospects were enlivened with the promises 
and visions of the Almighty ; but these unhappy 
wanderers have drunk deep of the cup of adversity ; 
their society is worse than solitude ; despair hangs 
over all their future prospects. Stand still and shed 
the tear of compassion over them, ye daughters of 
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affluence, prosperity, and ease, who start at a 
shadow, who scream at the sight of a harmless 
mouse, who tremble at the rustling of a leaf shaken 
by the wind; ye who never knew the heart of a 
stranger, never felt the keen biting of the wind of 
heaven, never beheld the stern aspect of hunger, 
never endured the surly blow or scornful look of 
pride and cruelty. Or rather weep over them, ye 
whose wounds are still bleeding, to whom weari- 
some days and nights have been appointed, who by 
the experience of misery, have learned to pity and 
to succour the miserable. May the God of mercy, 
the friend of the orphan, the judge of the widow, the 
refuge of the distressed, have mercy upon them, and 
conduct them in safety to their desired haven! 

Which shall we most admire, the generosity and 
disinterestedness of the mother, or the steadiness, 
spirit, and resolution of the daughters? How plea- 
surable is strife of a certain kind, the strife of good 
will, of magnanimity, of gratitude, of piety, of self- 
denial! The language, the sentiments, are the lan- 
guage and sentiments of nature; they flow from the 
heart, and they reach the heart. ‘ And Naomi said 
* unto her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each to 
“« her mother’s house ; the Lord deal kindly with you 
“ as ye have dealt with the dead, and withme. The 
‘« Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of you, 
* in the house of her husband. Then she kissed 
“them. And they lift up their voice and wept.” 
Verses 8, 9. 

The good woman herself admits that sufficient 
respect has been paid to fi ial and conjugal tender- 
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ness; she wishes and prays as a recompense for 
their kindness to the living and devotedness to the 
memory of the dead, more lesting and more auspi- 
scious connexions with husbands of their own coun- 
try. She proposes not, recommends not the affect- 
ed, constrained, involuntary retirement and seques- 
tration of prudish, squeamish virtue; and they, on 
their part, assume no unnatural airs of immortal 
grief; they form no flimsy suspicious vows of unde- 
viating, unalterable attachment ; they make no cla- 
morous, unmeaning, deceptious protestation of love 
extinguished and never to be rekindled, the pitiful 
artifice of little minds to flatter themselves, and 
catch the admiration of others. How much more 
emphatical is the silent, unprotesting reply of Orpah 
and Ruth! “She kissed them; and they lift up 
« their voice and wept.” What charming eloquence 
is heard, is scev, is felt in those tears! Have there 
lovely damsels less regard for their departed lords, 
are they more cager to form new alhances, that they 
say nothing? I cannot believe it. Noisy grief is 
quickly over, it soon spends itself. Sincerity sel- 
dom calls in the aid of exclamation, vehemence, and 
vows; but dubious, staggering fidelity is gled to 
support itself with the parade of woe, and by the 
pomp of declamation. 

Their persevering, determined, unprotesting 
friendship, but endears them the more to their ve- 
nerable parent, and inelines her the nrore powerfully 
to resist their inclination, and to prevent the sacri- 
fice which they were disposed to make; and again 
she has recourse to more earnest and tender expos- 
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tulation, resolved to offer up a noble sacrifice to 
maternal tenderness in her turn. “* And Naomi said, 
“Tarn again, my daughters: why will ye go with 
“ me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, 
“ that they may he your busbands? Turn again, my 
daughters, go your way; for I am too old to have 
“a husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I 
* should have a husband ulso to-night, and should 
* also bear sons, would ye tarry for them till they 
“were grown? would ye stay for them from 
“ having husbands? nay, my daughters: for it 
“ grieveth me much for your sakes, that the hand 
* of the Lord is gone out against me.” Verses 11— 
18. 

What sweet touches of unsophisticated nature 
press upon the heart, in perusing this address! be- 
yond the pomp and power of art to reach. Who is 
not melted at hearing the undissembled wailings 
of a good and honest mind, mourning for others, 
not itself; calmly surrendering its own interest in 
the joys of life, but anxiously desirous to procure 
and preserve them for those whom she loved as her 
own soul; nobly resigning that cordial of cordials, 
virtuous friendship, when it could not be enjoyed 
but to the detriment of those who felt and expressed 
it; composed to the prospect and suffering of solitary 
anguish, provided her amiable children were restored 
to the rank, affluence, and comfort which they so 
well deserved. How poor and contemptible are the 
contentions for precedency and pre-eminence, the 
emulation of fortune and dress, the rage of admi- 
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ration and conquest, compared to this! How 
pleasant is it to see an humble fortune dignified 
and supported by generosity and greatness of mind! 

The touchstone is now applied to the affection of 
the two sisters, and their different characters and 
merits are finally disclosed. Orpah suffers herself 
to be persuaded ; with regret we behold her resolu~ 
tion overcome; we behold her separating from her 
mother-in-law, with the valedictory kiss of peace, 
and returning to her country and her gods; and we 
hear of her no more. But Ruth cleaves to her for- 
mer choice ; unmoved by the example of her sister, 
or by the entreaties of her mother, she persists in 
her purpose; the desertion of Orpah only knits her 
heart the faster to her adopted parent, and in words 
far swecter than the nightingale’s song, she breathes 
out her unalterable resolution to live and to die with 
her. TIow could Naomi find in her heart to make 
another attempt to shake off so lovely a companion ? 
How delighted must she have been in yielding the 
triumph of kindness to a pleader so irresistible ! 
“ And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or 
“to return from following after thee: for whither 
thou goest I will go; and where thou lodgest I 
‘will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and 
“thy God my God: where thou diest will I die, 
“and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to 
“me, and more also, if aught but death part thee 
“and me.” Verses 16, 17. 

The mother is every way out-done, overcome, 
and she contends na longer,—to persist farther had 
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been cruelty not friendship; and thus mutual sym- 
pathy and deliberate choice have, under the direc- 
tion of all-ruling Providence, formed an union dearer 
than the ties of interest, or even the bonds of 
nature, know; and thus the same breath which ex- 
tinguishes the fainter spark, blows up the stronger 
into 2 purer, brighter flame; and thus the God who 
has all hearts and all events in his hand, ever rears 
arefuge for the miserable, provides remedy against 
despair, and extracts a precious essence from calamity 
which operates its own cure. “ When she saw 
“that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, 
“ then she left speaking unto her.” Verse 18. And 
thus Ruth stands without an equal, without a rival. 
And how has she gained the glorious superiority 
over a sister? By a lofty tone and an overbearing 
spirit ; by the poisoned whisper and the dark insinua- 
tion; by smoothness of forchead and malignity of 
heart? No, but by perseverance in well doing and 
adherence to rectitude; by modest firmness and 
heart-affecting simplicity ; by undissembled affection 
and: unaffecting piety.—O goodness, how pure, how 
sincere, how satisfactory are the honours which 
crown thy head and dilate thy heart! —— 

It is impossible to tire in contemplating an object 
so transcendently excellent. In that fair form all 
the feminine virtues and graces love to reside. We 
have pointed out some of them; let us meditate for 
a moment on that which is the crown and glory of 
all the rest.—Estimable for her conjugal fidelity and 
filial attachment ; great in her voluntary renuncia- 
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tion of the world, and patient submission to poverty, 
hardship, and contempt ; how superlatively great, 
how supremely estimable does she appear, arrayed 
in the robe of unfeigned piety, and triumphant faith 
in God! The world may perhaps condemn her for 
preferring the society, country, and prospects, of 
so poor a woman as Naomi, to the friendship of her 
own kindred, the possessions of her native home, 
the allurements of present case and comfort. Had 
she conferred with flesh and blood, how very dif- 
ferent had the decision been! But the same divine 
principle which caused Moses to “ refuse to be 
* called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ;” and which 
taught him “to esteem the reproach of Christ 
 yrcater riches than the treasures of Egypt,” deter- 
mined this amiable creature to withdiaw from the 
companions of her youth, from the protection of 
her father’s house, and from the religious worship 
of her ancestors: and to follow a destitute forlorn 
widow from country to country, to cast her subsis- 
teace upon the care of Providence, and to look for 
her reward beyond the grave. 

Obscrve these distinct qualities of the religious 
principle by which she was actuated. 

I, It was deliberate, the result of reflection, com- 
patisun, and choice, not the prejudice of education, 
the determination of self-interest, nor the momentary 
effect of levity and caprice. er prejudices, her 
partiahties, her worldly interests were all clearly on 
the other side, The idolatrous rites of Moab were 
fascinating io a young mind, not yet beyond a taste 
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for pleasure ; the aspect of the religion of Canaan 
was rather ungainly and forbidding, and to adopt it 
implied the renunciation of all that the heart 
naturally holds dear. When she therefore thus 
solemnly atfirms, “* Your God shall be my God,” 
it is in effect saying, “I have counted the cost, 
“ ¥ know whon I have believed. I have opened my 
% mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back. I 
have subscribed with my band to the God of 
Jacob. Blessed be the day that I came into con- 
“ nexion with an Israclitish family. It has indeed 
cost me many tcars, piereed through my heart 
« with many sorrows, it is banishing me from my 
“« dear native clime, from the cndearments of paren- 
* tal affection, from case, honour, and abundance, 
“driving me among strangers, exposing me to 
“ struggle with uncertainty, anxicty, necessity, 
“ neglect, and scorn, but my resolution is fixed: 
“none of these things move me; every sacrifice, 
“ every loss, every disgrace, is infinitely more than 
“ compensated by having Isracl’s God for my God.” 
Which leads to observe a 

Ii. Feature of Ruth's religious character; it was 
steady and persecering. It wight at first have been 
mere respect for the opinions and practice of the 
husband of her youth ; the mere decency that suited 
an adopted daughter of Isracl; but this had long 
ceased to be a motive; lad it amounted but to this, 
it had been buried in the grave of her departed lord; 
but what was at first complaisance and decency 
grows up into inquiry ; inquiry produces hesitation 


we HISTORY OF RUTH. (Leer, XI. 
and still more serious inquiry; this improves into 
conviction, and conviction is followed by 2 determi- 
nation not to be moved or shaken, and she con- 
tinves steadfast to the end. Her constancy, it 
must be allowed, was put to severe trials, Orpah 
has gone back. Naomi carries her expostulation up 
to importunity, I lad almost said, to downright 
violence; the difficulties and hardships of the way 
were increasing not diminishing upon her. Had 
not “ the heart been established by grace,” so many, 
such accumulated discouragements, must have sub- 
ducd the ardour of her spirit, and sent her back 
after her sister; but she has put her hand to the 
plough, aud must not lovk hack. Observe, she 
does not attempt to reason, does not oppose argu- 
ment to argument, but, “ being fully persuaded im 
“her own inind,” adheres firmly to her point, and 
argues irresistibly by not arguing at all, and she 
prevails by cntreuty. See that your cause be good, 
my fair friend, persist in it, prosecute it thus, and 
be assured of the victory. 

IIL. Observe finally, as Ruth's religious principle 
wes deliberate, was steady, and persevering, so it 
was lively, ejficacious, practical. We bear nothing 
of the prattle of piety, nothing of the violence of a 
young and a female proselyte, no question of doubt- 
ful disputation mzroduced, about places and modes 
of worship, about Jerusalem and this mountain; 
nothing of the religion that floats merely in the head, 
and bubbles upon the tongue ; no, her religion is 
seen, not heard; it “ works by love, it purifies the 
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*¢ heart, it overcomes the world.” Itoffers upa grand 
sacrifice unto God, the body and spirit, affection 
and substance, youth, beauty, parentage, the plea- 
sures and the pride of life. Let me see a single in- 
stence of this sort, and I will believe the convert 
to be more in eamest, than by exhibiting all the 
wordy zeal of a thousand polemics. 

Indeed it is by action that this truly excellent 
woman expresses all her inward feelings. Her 
affection to her husband is not heard in loud lamen- 
tation over his tomb, but in cleaving to all that re- 
mained of him, his mother, his people, his country, 
and his God. Her affection to his mother is not 
expressed in the set phrase of condolence and com- 
pliment ; but in adhering to her when all had for- 
saken her, in labouring for her subsistence, in sub- 
mitting tu her counsel; and her reverence for his 
God is manifested not merely in adopting the lan- 
guage and observing the rites of Cansan, but in re- 
linqu.shing for ever, and with abhorrence, the gods 
beyond the flood, and every thing connected with 
their abominable rites. 

Every circumstance of the case and character 
under review administers plain and imn -.ant in- 
struction. And, being a case inordinary hic, Ruth 
stands forth a pattern and instructor to young 
persons, in particular, whose situation may resemble 
her own, 

Young woman, you may have married into a 
strange family. You have, of course, adopted the 
kindred, the pursuits, tue fricndsnips, and, to @ 
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tertain degree, the religion of your husband. It is 
your duty, and you will find it to be your interest, 
to let him and his connexions know, from yout 
general deportment, that you are satisfied with the 
choice which you have made, Learn to give up 
your own prejudices in favour of country, of paren- 
tage, of customs, of opinions. UWuless where the 
sacred rights of conscience are concerned, deem no 
sacrifice too great for the maintenance or restoration 
of domestic peace. As far as lieth in you, “ whither 
“he gocth, go thou; and lodge where he lodgoth ; 
“Jet his people be thy people, and his God thy 
“ God.” You will thereby preserve and secure his 
affection ; you wilt harmonize family interests and 
intinlacies, instead of distnrbing them : if yours be 
the better religion, this is the way to bring over to 
it the man of no religion, or of un erroncous one; 
and if it be the worse, your relinquishing it, on con- 
viction, will be at once a token of conjugal! affection, 
a mark of good understanding, and a reasonable 
service toward God. 

Have you had in carly life the calamity of becom- 
ing a widow? It is a distressing, a delicate situa- 
tion, It calls for every maxim of prudeuce, every 
counsel of friendship, every caution of experience, 
every support of piety. 1f you are a mourner in- 
deed, you are already guarded against affectation ; 
you will find rationa! and certain relief’ in attending 
to and performing the duties of your station. You 
will neither seck a hasty cure of sorrow by pre- 
cipitately plunging uito the world, nor attempt an 
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unnatural prolongation of it by affected retirement 
and sequestration. ‘The tongue will utter no rash 
vows; the pang of separaticn will dictate no cusnar- 
ing resolutions ; the will of Providence will be re- 
spected, obeyed, followed. Respect for the dead is 
best expressed by dutifulness to the living. 

You have before you an useful example of firm- 
ness blended with female softness, of resolution 
heightened and adorned by sensibility. Lately, 
like Ruth, you had one who thought and acted for 
you; one who joyfully endured the burden and 
heat of the day, that your body and mind might 
enjoy repose. But now necessity is laid upon you. 
You must awake and arise to think and act for your. 
self. And here, as in every case, Nature has annexed 
the recompense to the duty. The mental powers 
are enfeebled, and at length destroyed by disuse 
and inaction. Exertion invigorates the mind, and 
composes by directing it. The listlessness of indo. 
lence undermines health; the activity of useful 
employments the simplest and most infallible medi- 
cine for bodily complaints. And the most direct 
road toan honourable and happy second connexion, 
probably, is to guard carefully against all vehement 
expression of cither inclination or aversion on the 
subject. 

All these, however, are merely lessons of pru- 
dence adapted to the life that now is ; and however 
important in themselves, unless aided and supported 
by a higher principle, they will constitute at most 
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the decent kinswoman, or the respectable sufferer. 
To Ruth we have this higher principle likewise 
beautifully exempl:fied—rational, modest, unaffect- 
ed piety. True religion sits well on persons of 
either sex, and in all situations; but its aspect is 
peculiarly amiable in a female form, and in parti- 
cular situations. Youth, beauty, and sorrow united, 
present a most interesting object—a daughter weep- 
ing at a parent's tomb; a mother mourning over 
‘¢ the babe that milked her,” and “ refusing to be 
~ comforted ;” 2 widow embracing the urn which 
contains the ashes of the husband of her youth—— 
in all their affliction we are afflicted, we cannot re- 
frain from ininghing our tcars with theirs, Let reli- 
gion be infused into these lovely forms, and mark 
how the interest rises, how the frame is embellished, 
low the deportment is ennobled! The eye of that 
dutiful child is tarned upward, her heart is delivered 
from oppression, her trembling lips pronounce, 
“When iy father aud my mother forsake me, 
then the Lord will take me up.”——* My father who 
© art in [eaven!"—The mother withdraws from 
the breathles clay, reconciled to the stroke which 
bereaved her, *‘ goes her way, and eats bread, and 
* her countenance is no more sad,” for her Make 
has said to her, © Why weepest thou; and why 
© eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? 
« Am not [better to thee than ten sons?”—The 
widowed mourner * gives her mortal interest up; 
‘* and makes her God her all.” 

Young woman, whatever thy condition may be ; 
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whether thou art in thy father’s house, or married 
to an husband; at home, or in a strange land; in 
society or solitude; followed or neglected ; be this 
thy monitor, this thy guide, this thy refuge— The 
love of God shed abroad in thy heart;” “ the 
* fear of God, which is the beginning of wisdom ;” 
‘© the peace of God which passeth all understanding.” 
However easy, gentle, flexible, complying, in other 
Tespects, where your religious principles, where the 
testimony of a good conscience, where your duty 
to your Creator are concerned, be firm and resolute, 
“ be steadfast and unmoveable, always abounding in. 
“the work of the Lord.” Thus shall youth be 
guarded and beauty adorned; thus shall society be 
sweetened and solitude cheered, thus shall prospe- 
rity be sanctified and adversity soothed ; thus shall 
hife, even to old age and decay, be rendered useful 
and respectable; and thus shall death and the grave 
be stripped of all that is terrible in them. 
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LECTURE XIII. 
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So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem, And it came 
to pass when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the 
city was moved about them; aod they said ; Is thie Naomi? 
And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: 
for the Almighty Lath dealt very bitterly with me. I went 
out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again empty 
why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me; so 
Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-ine 
Jaw with her, which returned out of the country of Moab, 
And they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley- 
harvest. 


OF the calamities to which human life is exposed, 
a few only are to be accounted real evils; the rest 
are imaginary and fantastical, Want of health is 
real woe ; but what proportion do the hours of pain 
and sickness bear to the years of ease and comfort 
and joy? Want of bread is real distress, but it is 
very seldom the work of Nature, and therefore 
ought not, in justice, to be introduced into the list 
of the unavoidable ills which flesh is heir to. The 
loss of friends is a sore evil, but even wounds from 
this sharp-pointed weapon are closed at length by 
the gentle hand of time, and by the tender conso- 
lations of religion. 
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Whence then arise the unceasing, the universal 
murmurings of discontent, of desire, of impatience? 
Men fix their standard of felicity too high, and all 
that they have attained goes for nothing, because 
one darling object is still out of reach; or they 
groan and sigh under the weight of some petty 
disaster, which scarce deserves the name, while ten 
thousand substantial blessings are daily falling on 
their hcads unnoticed, unacknowledged, unenjoyed. 
Compare, O man, thy possessions with thy priva- 
tions, compare thy comforts with thy deserts, com- 
pare thy condition with thy neighbour's, consider 
how far, how very far thy state is on this side worst, 
and learn to give God thanks. Repiue not that 
some wants are unsupplied, that some griefs ure en- 
dured, that some designs have been frustrated, while 
so tnany unmerited good things are left, while hope 
Temains, while there is recourse to [feaven. Behold 
these two forlorn wanderers, widowed, friendless, 
destitute, and cease from thy complaints, and 
stretch out thy hand to succour the miserable. 

In the glorious strife of affection Ruth has nobly 
prevailed. Impelled by the fond recollection of 
endearments past, and now no more, prompted by 
filial duty and tenderness to the mother of her 
choice, attracted, animated, upheld by the powers 
and prospects of religion, she composedly yields up 
her worldly all, takes up her cross, and bears it 
patiently along from Moab to Bethlehem Judah. 
The history is silent on the subject of their journey. 
It is easy to conceive the anxieties, the terrors, the 
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fatigues, the sufferings of female travellers, on a 
route of at least a hundred and twenty miles across 
the Arnon, acress the Jordan, over mountains, 
through svlitudes, without a protector, withaut @ 
guide, without money. But that God who is the 
friend of the destitute and the refuge of the mise- 
rable, that God who was preparing for them infinitely 
more than they could ask, wish, or think, guides 
and guards them by the way, and brings them at 
length to their desired resting place. 

‘These are not the only female pilgrims whom the 
sacred page has presented to our view, advancing 
by slow and painful stages to Bethlehem of Judah. 
Upwards of thirteen hundred years after this period, 
we behold a still more illustrious female traveller, 
and in ciicumstances still more delicate, on the 
road from Nazareth of Galilee, to her native city. 
But it was not to take possession of’ the inheritance 
of her fathers; it was not to repose in the lap of 
ease at.d indulgence; it was not to deposit the 
anxieties of spnroaching child-birth in the bosom 
of a fond and sympathizing parent. But it was to 
know the heart of a stranger, and to feel the bitter. 
ness of unkindness aud neglect; a traveller so 
friendless that not a door would open to receive 
her, so poor that she cannot purchase the aceomoda- 
tions of an inn; overtaken by Nature's inevitable 
hour, “ she brings forth her first-born Son in a 
“ stable, and Jays him in the manger, because there 
* was no room for them in theinn.” But through 
such humiliating circumstances of meanness and 
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poverty, what a display of glory and magnificrnee 
was the arm of Jehovah preparing! What an im- 
portant station do the simple annals of these poor 
women hold in the history of mankind! What 
celebrity, in the eyes of all nations, have they con- 
ferred on Bethlehem, on their country! [low a 
thousand years shrink into a point before that God 
who * sees the end from the beginning!” ow 
the purposes of Heaven are accomplished to one 
iota, to one tittle! How places and times are deter~ 
inined of Him who saith, as one having authority, 
* My counsel shall stand, and I wilt fulfil all my 
« pleasure.” 

One of the advantages, and not the least, of 
travelling abroad, is the joy which the thought of 
returning home inspires ; but this is a consolation 
which Naomi’s return is not permitted to enjoy. 
She brings back no treasures to purchase attention, 
to command respect, to excite envy. She is accom- 
panicd with no husband, no son, to maintain her 
cause, or to cheer her solitude: she brings back 
nothing but emptiness, dereliction, and tears. A 
great part of her ancient acquaintance and friends 
are gorie, as well as her own family. Those who 
remain hardly know her again, so much are her 
looks impaired and disfigured with gricf. A new genc- 
ration has arisen, to whom she is an utter stranger, 
and who are utter strangers to her. But in a little 
city a trifling event makes @ great noise. The 
curiosity of the whole town is excited by the ap- 
pearance of these two insignificant fugitives; and 
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various we may suppose were the inquiries set on 
foot, the conjectures formed, the remarks made, 
the censures passed on their account. This is the 
never-failing inconveniency of inconsiderabie placcs. 
Where there is abundance of idleness, abundance of 
ill-pature, every man is a spy upon his neighbour, 
every one is at leisure to attend to the affairs of 
another, because he is but half occupied by his 
own. We have here enough of inquiry, enough of 
wonder, but not a single word of compassion, of 
kindness, of hospitality; and Naomi might have 
gone without a roof to shelter her head, or a morsel 
of bread to sustain sinking nature, bot for the 
industry and attachment of her amiable daughter~ 
in-law. 

Base, unfeeling world, that can feast itself on the 
orphan’s tears and the widow's sorrow! See there 
they are, every onc from his own business, or rather 
his own idleuess, to stare and talk a wretched 
woman out of countenanee; the whisper gocs round, 
the finger points, the scandal of ten years’ standing 
is revived, and a new colouring is -siven to it. 
Affected pity and real indifference wound the heart 
which God himself has just bruised, whose husband 
and children [Jc has taken to himself. The wretched 
Mourner scems to feel it; she bursts into an agony 
of griet, and thus vents the bitterness of her soul: 
* Cull me not Naomi, call me “Mara: for the 
* Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I 
* went out full, and the Lord hath brought me home 
“again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, 


Leer, X11] HISTORY OF RUTH. 201 


“ seeing the Lord hath testified against me, and the 
« Almighty hath afilicted me?” Verses 20, 21. What 
simple, but what forcible language the heart speaks! 
She dwells on the minute circumstances of her case, 
*akes up her own name as 2 theme of woe, changes 
the fond appellation of parental affection, of parental 
hope, Naomi, on which Prov-dence hath poured out 
the wormnood and gall of disappointment, into one 
better adapted to her tragical history, The past pre- 
sents nothing but happiness passed away asa shadow; 
rank, and opulence, and importance gone, gone never 
toreturn. The future «preads a gloom unirradiated by 
a single gleam of hope. She apprehends no change 
of things but the oppressive change from evil to 
worse, 

But yet her misery adinits of alleviation. It comes 
from God; she sees the hand of a Father in her 
affliction, she kisses the rod, and commands the soul 
to peace. To endure distress the fruit of our own folly, 
to suffer from the pride, cruclty, and carclessness 
of a man like ourselves, is grievous, is unsupportable, 
it drinks up our spirits. But the evil that comes 
immediately from God has its own antidote blended 
into its substance ; we drink the poison and the me- 
dicine from the same chalice, and at the same 
instant; the one destroys the effect of the other; 
their joint operation is salutary, is life-giving, not 
deadly. Was that the voice of God which I heard? 
Spake it not in thunder? Said it not, « Take now 
“ thy son, thine only son, Isaac, whom thou lovest, 
and offer him for a burnt offering?” It is well; 
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it was the voice of God, and that is enough. I will 
offer up the sacrificc, I will surrender my dearest 
delight, I cannot tell how the promise is to be ac- 
complished consistently with my obedience and sub- 
mission, but the command and the promise proceed 
from the same lips; I leave all to him. 

From all that we see, Naomi had slender motives 
and poor encouragement to return to her own 
country: we cannot tell what determined her reso~ 
lution ; it might be a little fit of female impatience, 
occasioned by some picce of Moabitish insolence or 
unkindness; it might be the mere restlessness of a 
mind ill at case, grasping at the shadow of felicity 
merely from change of place; it might be the ardent 
desire of home, of the sccnes of childish simplicity, 
innocence, and joy, which in certain circumstances 
all men feel, and by which the conduct of all is to 
a certain degree regulated. Whatever it were it 
came from above, it was over-ruled of infinite 
wisdom, it was, unknown to itself, acting in subscr~ 
viency to a most important event: and it is thus, 
that little, unnoticed, unknown powers, put the 
great machine in motion, produce effects that as- 
tonish, and dehght, and bless mankind. 

The same all-ruling Providence is conspicuous in 
determining the season of Naomi’s return, On this 
hinged all the mighty consequences of Ruth's ac~ 
quaintance and connexion with Boaz—the birth of 
kings, the transmission of empire, the accomplish- 
ment of ancient prophecy, the hopes of the human 
race. Had this apparently unconsequential journey 
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been accelerated, had it been retarded a month, a 
week, a single day, the parties might never have 
met. Contingent to men, it was foreseen, fixed, dis- 
posed, and matured by [lim “ who is wonderful in 
“ counsel, and cxecllent in working.” 

Every one observes and records the great incidents 
of his life. But would you, O man, have rational 
pleasure blended with youthful instruction, attend 
to little things, trace matters of highest moment up 
to their source; and behold thy fate stand quivering 
on a needle’s point, and a colour given to thy whole 
future life, thy eternal state fixed by a reed shaken 
with the wind, by an accidental concurrence which 
thou wert neither secking nor avoiding ; and rejoice 
to think that all things are under the direction of 
unerring wisdom, of all-subduing mercy; that they 
are “ working together for good.” 

Does this teach a lesson of levity and inconside- 
ration? Darest thou to trifle with thy everlasting 
concerns because there is a God who ruleth and 
jadgeth in the earth, who doeth all things after the 
counsel of his own will? God forbid. Presump- 
tuously to lead the decrees of Providence, impiously 
to resist them, or timidly to draw back, are equally 
offensive to a righteous, a holy, and wise God. 

We have scen the unhappy Naomi stripped of 
almost every earthly good; husband, children, 
friends, means, country, comfort; it is the dark 
midnight hour with her. No, there is one little 
lamp left burning, to dissipate the gloom, to prevent 
despair—the sacred flame of virtuous friendship. 
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No, the sun of rightcousness is hastening to the 
brightness of his arising. The name after all was 
propitious aud prophetic; God brings it about in 
his own way, and it is “ wondrous in our eyes.” 

The continuation of this story will carry us on to 
the contemplation of scenes of rural simplicity, for 
the enjoyment of which, grandeur might well re- 
linquish its pride and pomp, its vanity and vexation 
of spirit, and rejoice in the exchange. Let us 
meanwhile pause and reflect on the history of Naomi 
as administering useful instruction. 

Ist. As an admonition never to despair. God 
frequently brings his people to that mournful spec- 
tacle, hope expiting, that he may have the un- 
divided honour of reviving it again, and that he may 
be acknowledged as the one pure and perennial 
fountain of light, and life, and joy. The condition 
of Jacob, of Joseph, of Naomi, all preach one and 
the sume doctrine; ali proclaim that the time of 
man’s extremity is God's opportunity. 

adly. Let us call, let us reckon nothing mean or 
contemptible which God employs, or may be pleased 
to employ, in his service. The notice of the King 
of Kings impresses dignity and importance, confers 
true nobility on the low born child, the beggar, the 
outcast, the slave. On thei all he has stamped his 
own image; and their present and every future con- 
dition are the work of his Providence. “ It is not 
“the will of your Father in Ileaven that one of 
* these little ones should perish:” and if destined 
to salvation, to what worldly distinction may they 
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not aspire, may they not arrive? Carefully mark 
the progress of children: study the bent of their 
dispositions, of their talents: endcavour to put 
them in a train which Nature and Providence seem 
to have pointed out: attend to what constitutes their 
real consequence in life, and leave the issuc to Him 
who governs all cvents. 

3dly. Obscrve bow the great Ruler of the 
Universe contrasts and conuects great thing with 
small, that he may humble the pride of man, and 
expose the nothingness of the glory of this world. 
That forlorn gleaner, and Boaz the wealthy: the 
exile from Moab, and the resident possessor of the 
fertile plains of Bethlehem-Judah, seem wonder- 
fully remote from cach other. Their vondition is as 
opposite as human life can well prescut: but in the 
eye of THeaven they are already one. She is but a 
single step from being lady of the harvest which she 
gleans, ‘an help meet” for its Lord, aud the sove- 
reign mistress of those servants at whose aspect she 
now trembles, the meanest of whom she now looks 
up to as her superior. Childless and a widow, ber 
family, her own children, are but three steps from 
the throne—the throne of Judah and Israel ;—and 
in the purpose of the Eternal, “ the fulness of time” 
is hastening to exhibit to an astonished world, im the 
person of this woman’s secd, “ that Prince of 
*€ peace, of the increase of whose goverument and 
‘© peace there shal] be no end, upon the thronc of 
“ David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and 
* to establish it with judgment and with justice, 
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# from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 
« Lonp of Hosts will perform this.” The period is 
approaching, men and brethren, when Bethlehem- 
Judah shall display greater wonders, contrasts more 
confounding, than these. The time is at hand, 
when another forlorn damsel of the same race, and 
her outcast babe, shall appear in contrast with all 
that is stupendous, striking, formidable, venerable, 
in heaven and carth, shall rise above all, give laws 
to all, eclipse all. Behold that “ babe lying in a 
“ manger, in a stable, because there is no room for 
© Him in the inn,” controlling the counsels of Au- 
gustus, the mighty master of the world; behold 
Him drawing princes and wise men from the East 
with treasures of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, 
to his fect. Behold the face of heaven irradiated, 
enriched with a new star, to mark the way which 
led to his cradle: while a multitude of the heavenly 
host announce in rapturous strains the birth of the 
lowly infant. Behold “a man of sorrows and ac- 
* quainted with griet,”"—* of no reputation ;"—* in 
* the form of a servant ;”’—** numbered with trans- 
* greasors ;"-—“¢ obedient to death, even the death 
* of the cross.”—Behold Him “highly exalted ;” 
“ leading captivity captive ;"—* all the angels of 
* God worshipping him ;” invested with “a name 
“ that is above every name ;”—* crowned with glory 
* and honour;”—* comingin the clouds of Heaven !” 
To Him let my knee bow, and my tongue confess. 
* His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be 
* continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
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“ blessed in him ; all nations shall call him blessed. 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
“ only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his 
“ glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be 
“ filled with his glory. Amen, and Amen.” Psalm 
xxii. 17—19. 

Athly. In the adoption of Ruth into the church 
of God, and “ the commonwealth of Israel,” we 
have another dawning ray of hope arising upon the 
Gentile nations. The tide is beginning imperoep- 
tibly to rise and swell, which shall at length become 
an overflowing ocean. “ In that sced shall all the 
nations of the carth be blessed.” That stranger 
shall be employed in bringing forward the mighty 
plan to maturity. “ Ethiopia sball stretch out her 
“ hands to God.” —** They shall come from the east 
“and from the west, and shall sit down with Abra. 
«ham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of Hea- 
“ ven." Verily God is no respecter of persons.” 
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LECTURE XIV. 


RUTH I, 1~% 


And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a mighty man of 
wealth, of the tamily of Elimclech: and bis name was Boaz. 
And Ruth the Mo wit >s san! unto Naomi, Let me now goto 
the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whese sight I 
shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. 
And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the 
reapers: and her bap was to hght onu part ofa field belong- 
ing unto Boaz, who was of the J.indred of Elimelech. 


PROVIDENCE bas graciously aunesed to honest 
industry both respectability and happiness. The 
purest and inmost delicivus enjoyment that human life 
admits of, perhaps, is when a ian sits down with 
those whom he loves, to the temperate indulgence 
of that refreshment and répose which he has just 
earned and swcetened witl his labour. The greatest 
and wisest and best of men are ever presented to us 
as engaged in virtuous ewployment and exertion : as 
deriving health, subsistence, reputation, and com- 
fort from the exercise, not the inactivity, of their 
bodily and mental powers : and, happily, the scenes 
in which every man is conversant seem to him the 
most interesting of all, his own station the most 
eminent or useful, his own pursuits the most impor- 
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tant. Hence acertain degree of self-complacency, of 
self-satisfaction, pervades the whole; every one ia 
acting in his own sphere; while infinite wisdom 
binds all together by invisible or unnoticed bands, 
and the various members, without knowledge or 
design, co-operate from the common benefit, and 
fulfil the great design of Heaven. 

Idleness is not more dishonourable than it is ini- 
mical to real felicity, The sluggard at once defeats 
the purpose of his Maker, and destroys his own 
peace: And what was denounced against man as a 
punishment, “ In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
“eat bread,” like every other punishment that 
comes from above, is converted into a blessing, and, 
as in every other case, the Great God is just and 
merciful at once; just, in imposing on the fallen 
creature the necessity of labouring ; merciful in ren- 
dering the fruit of it so sweet. 

But can the inhabitants of a, great, commercial, 
polished city, find either amusement or instruction 
in contemplating the rude and simple manners of 
ancient times; in listening to the history of the 
inglorious toils of the husbaudman ; in tracing the 
operstions of an art, the very terms of which they 
do not understand ; in observing the mean employ- 
ments of poverty and wretchedness, which they 
only pity or despise? Whether they can derive 
amusement or instruction from such things as these 
or not, may not courtly pride be admonished in be- 
half of the lowly, rustic sons of want and industry, 
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in the words of two sweet singing bards of our own 
country ? 


« Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, 
“ Their homely joys, and destiny obscure: 
“ Nor Grandeur hear, with a disdainful smile, 
« The short and simple annals of the poor.” 
Guav's Church- Yard. 


=Nor ye who live 
In luxury and ease, in pomp and pride, 
“ Think these lost themes unworthy of your ear.” 
Tromsox’s Spring. 


We have heard the artless tale of Naomi’s woe 
and of Ruth's attachment, We have accompanied 
the deserted, widowed mother and daughter-in-law 
from Moab to Bethlehem-Judah, the city of their 
departed husbands: but, alas, all the reception they 
meet with is stupid wonder, silly curiosity, or insult- 
ing pity. We hear of no kind contention to enter- 
tain the stranger and succour the distressed. The 
season of reaping was come; but for them no 
golden harvest waved in the wind, for them no 
mower was preparing his sickle; their poverty was 
but embittered by the mght of plenty diffused 
around; and the misery of Naomi’s fall is dreadfully 
aggravated by the- Prosperity which Elimelech’s 
nearest relations were enjoying. 

OF these the most distinguished was Boaz, whom 
the sacred historian introduces to- our acquaintance 
asa mighty man of wealth.” Riches, like every 
other gift of God, become a blessing or a curse, 


Lene, Xf¥.} AISTORY OF RUTH. Eity 


just according to the use that is made of them. 
Riches are a solid good, when they are received 
with thankfulness, enjoyed with moderation, and 
employed in the service of God and of mankind 
but they are perverted into 2 sore evil when they 
engender pride and harden the heart, as is too 
generally the case; when they purchase fuel for the 
lusts, or are fabricated into a golden image, to be- 
come the unworthy object of adoration, Had Boaz 
been merely a man of wealth, his name had not 
deserved a place in these sacred memoirs; but, 
though a rich man, he was not slothful in business ; 
he wasa man of humanity, of intelligence, of dis- 
cretion, of affability; a man that feared the Lord, 
that did justly, that loved mercy. He was enno- 
bled by qualities which great possessions cannot 
confer, and which do not, with fugitive treasures, 
fly away as an eagle towards heaven. 

Behold the mysterious distribution of the gifts of 
Providence! The family of one “ brother is waxen 
® poor, and fallen into decay ;” that of the other is 
shining in splendour, affluence, and renown. Hasty 
and partial views of the Divine conduct are always 
puzzling and distressfal; calm and comprehensive 
investigation will ever lead to composure and acqui- 
escence. o 

What must these helpless women do for daily 
bread? They sit neglected and forlorn; but de- 
spondency will only increase the calamity. Neces- 
sity suggests many expedients. While health, vir- 
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tue, and friendship remain, alt ia not lost; and 
Heaven frequently permits the current of human 
felicity to spend itself ta the very lowest ebb, that 
its own hand may be acknowledged in the means 
which caused the flaod’to rise and swell again. 

The proposal of Ruth to her mother-in-law dis- 
covers, in every point of view, a noble and inge- 
nuous spirit, and an excellent heart. She will do 

nothing without the consent and advice of the vene- 
rable matron who had become father and mother, 
country, friends, and every thing to her. Begging 
is the last miserable refuge of age or infirmity, of 
digease or sloth ; she scorns to think of recurring to- 
it, while she has youth, health, and strength to 
labour, and while there was e field of lawful employ- 
ment, An ordinary mind, in her situation, would 
haye vented itself in unavailing womanish lamenta- 
tions; perbaps in unkind upbraidings of the ancient 
woman who was the cause of all the distress which 
she endured: she would have been fer dispatching 
Naomi up and down among her wealthy relations 
and towns-folks, to solicit protection and subsis- 
tence. No, it is more honourable in her eyes to 
earn food by her own Inbour; she conceals the 
anguish which wrung her own heart, from fear of 
adding affliction to the afflicted. The season of the 
year was favourable; and happily the law of that 
God whom she had deliberately taken for her God, 
‘had made provision for persons in eee 
dition. 
* The same bounty which poured the soins et 
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autumn into the Isp of the mighty had reserved a 
pittance for the support of the famished and the 
friendless. How the mercy of pbovah bursta upon 
us in every dispensation and in every event! In wise 
.dom he has permitted distinctions of rank and for- 
tune to take place ; in compassion he has taken care 
to make provision for the wants of the necessitous: 
sy that while industry and pity remain, no one is 
reduced to absolute despair. 

Ie is with pleasure that we recur to the words of 
the law, and trace that God who * careth for oxen,” 
much more solicitous about the support and conso- 
lation of the miserable part of the rational creation, 
© And when ye reap the harvest of your land, 
“thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy 
“field, neither shalt thou gather thé gleanings of 
thy harvest. And thou shalt not glean thy vine- 
* yard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy 
* vineyard ; thou shalt leave them for the poor and 
stranger: Iam the Lord your God.” Leviticus 
xix. g, 10. And again, “ When ye reap the har- 
* vest of your land, thou shalt not make clean rid- 
“ dapce of the corners of thy field when thou reap- 
“est, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy 
“harvest; thou shalt leave them unto the poor 
“and to the stranger: Iam the Lord your Gud" 
Leviticus xxiii. 22, And again, in re¢apitulating 
the law in Deuteronomy; “ When thou cuttest dows 
« thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf 
* in the fleld, thou shalt hot go agsin to fetch it: 
« it shall be for the stranger, for te fatherless, and 
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“ for the widow: that the Lord thy God may bless 
“thee in the work of thine hands. When thon 
 beatest thine olive-tree, thou shalt not go over the 
“ boughs again : it shall be for the stranger, for the 
* fatherless, and for the widow. When thou ga- 
“ therest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not 
« glean it afterward ; it shall be for the stranger, 
* for the fatherless, and for the widow. And thou 
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the 
“land of Egypt: therefore I command thee to do 
“this thing.” Deut. xxiv. 19—22. 

In this law several remarkable circumstances, 
tending to illustrate the law of nature in general, 
and the spirit of the Mosaic dispensation in parti- 
cular, press themselves upon our notice. 

Ast. The consideration and recollection of their 
own and of their father’s misery in Egypt, is urged 
as the powerful motive to pity, to spare, and to suc- 
cour, “A Syrian ready to perish” on the road to 
Padanaram ‘ was my father.” A generation of: 
* slaves in Egypt were my progenitors, let me there- 
% fore commiserate, and receive, and cherish the 
* forlorn traveller: let me treat my own captive, 
“ bondman, dependant, with gentleness and hu- 
“ manity.” Who gives charity? Not unfeeling 
wealth nor giddy dissipation ; but the man who bas 
Known want, who once stood in need of a friend, 
who has been himself saccoured in the hour of cala- 
mity. Who is it that relents and forgives? Not 
cold-blooded, meritless, constitutional virtue ; but 
aestored, recovered frailty ; goodness which arose 
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the purer and the stronger from having fallen. 
Who is liberal and gaperous? Not the nobly born, 
the unvaryingly prosperous, but magnanimity nursed 
on the breast of adversity; the prince whom 
native worth, whom: conscious dignity, whom the 
experience of human woe has taught to devise 
liberal things, to do good, and to communicate. 
But is hereditary greatness, unvarying opulence, 
unhumbled, unmortified success alwaya cold, 
selfish, unfeeling? God forbid. High birth, lineal 
honours, the accumulating wealth of many gene~ 
rations sometimes put on their most beautiful gar- 
ments, and borrow lustre from condescension, 
sympathy, and beneficence. Is successful adversity, 
illuminated obscurity, aggrandized littleness, always 
merciful, condescending, generous, apd humane? 
Ah no: the poor wretch frequently forgets himself ; 
he condemns the arts by which he arose, he spurns 
the ladder on which he climbed to eminence and 
distinction, and tries to make his upstart greatness 
bear a mimic resemblance to antique dignity, by 
apiog the viler not the nobler qualities of traditional 
importance, 

Again, 2dly. Observe, the law inculcates pity to 
the poor and wretched by the most glorious of all 
examples; ‘Iam the Lord, who had compassion 
“ upon youin your misery, who delivered you from 
* the furnace, who drove out the nations: from be 
“ fore you, who planted you in the land, who fills 
“ thy gamer and makes thy wine-press to overflow 5 
“ and who only aske, in return, a mite or two fa, 
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the sons and deaghtirs of affiction, those few 
‘are whith thy haste has RABMall to the ground, 
that sheaf which hes secidentally dropped from 
% thy car, that little corner of thy field which the 
 sickte bas spared ; and which that starving creature, 
“ by nature thy equal, by providence thy inferior, 
“ is waiting to pick up and devour. He is an object 
of temdemets and affection to me, see therefore 
* that thon neglect him not, that thou defracd him 
not, that thou distress him not.” 

Sdly. The law plainly supposes that there may be 
an over-anxiety and solicitude about things in their 
‘own nature fawfal and innocent, which it therefore 
aims at repressing: it supposes that there may be 
an eagerness of accumulation which defeats iteelf, 
a seattering abroad which produces increase, a with- 
holding of more than is meet, and it tendeth only 
to poverty; that diffusing, not hoarding up sbun- 
dance, is the proper use of it. 

athly. The law had a double object in view, 
namely the improvement of the affluent, and the 
relief of the poor, It thus became a mutual bene~ 
fit; the one was blessed in giving, the other in re- 
ceiving. The greater blessedness however was on the 
side of the giver, 2s the blessedness of the Creator 
js euperior to that of the creatare. It is as much an 
ordination of Providence, that “the poor should 
never cesse out of the land,” as that “ the earth 
* should yield her increase,” and the spheres per- 
form their stated revolutions: And while they do 
exist, the Great Lord and Preserver of all things is 
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concerned to make suitable provision for them. 
The rich are his Qyards, and their store-keepers : 
He that gleans his own field to the lest ear isa 
thief and a robber as much as he who plunder» his 
neighbour's granary ; he robs God, he plunders the 
needy and the destitute, he does what he can to 
subvert the Divine government, he would make the 
law of charity and merey of none effect; he bars 
his own plea for pardon at # throne of grace: he 
mars the possession of all that he has; he cankers 
his own enjoyment, and affixes the seal to his own 
condemnation. F 

Sthly. The law particularly describes the objects 
which it meant to relieve, “ the stranger, the father. 
** Jess, and the widow.” Unhappy Ruth! her title 
to the wretched offal from the hand of the reaper 
was but too well established. She united in her 
own person all these characters of woe. Her melan- 
choly claim to pity and support was fearfully mul- 
tiplied, and a three-fold burden presses her down to 
the ground: nevertheless she entreats a8 a boon 
what she might have demanded and have taken as a 
right, : ; 

Her trust in’ and submission to the direction of 
Providence sweetly accord with her filial affection 
and tenderness, and with 2 noble independency of 
spirit: she is determined to labour, she disdains 
not to employ the necessary means for supplying 
herself and aged parent with food, but she leaves 
the direction of her footsteps to high Heaven; she 
ia in the way of ber duty, and she deposits all anxiety 
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about the issue in the bosom of ber Heavenly Fathen, 
What happy mixture of fortiti and resignation ! 
‘It ewanot but prosper. 

Having obtained the consent of her mother, who 
perhaps might have a presentiment of what was ap- 
proaching, behold her up with the dawn, pensive 
timorous, and slow, edvancing to the fields: the 
country all before her, where to choose her place of 
toil, aud Providence her guide ; with the downcast 
look of ingenuous modesty, the timidity which sour 
misfortune inspires, the firm step of conscious rec- 
titude, and the flushed cheek of kindling hope. By 
some nameless unaccountable circumstance, heaven- 
directed she unknowingly bends her course to the 
field and reapers of Boaz. She bas done her part, 
she has made the sacrifice which conscience and 
affection demanded, she has submitted cheerfully to 
the hardships which necessity imposed, she has put 
herself in the way of relief which her situation 
pointed out. God is good, and takes all the rest 
upon himself. He who ordered her flight to Canaan 
at the time of barley-harvest, when Nature, and 
Providence, and the law, concurred to find her sub- 
sistence, orders her path to that field, where every 
thing, without the knowledge of the parties concern- 
ed, was prepared and arranged for the high scenes 
now ready to be acted. 

The order of human procedure generally is from 
blaze to smoke, from noise and bustle to nothing, 
from mighty preparation to feebleness of execution. 
‘The divine conduct, on the contrary, is a glorious 
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tise from obscurity into light, from “small begin- 
* nings to a latte! greatly increased ;” from “the 
“mouth of babes and sucklings He ordaineth 
“ strength,” and by a concurrence of circumstances 
which no human sagacity could foresee, and which 
ao human power could either bring together or keep 
asunder, raises a neglected gleaner in the field into 
the lady of the domain, and a fugitive of Moab 
into a mother in Israel; a mother of kings whose 
name shall never expire but with the dissolution of 
Nature. 

At this period of the story fet us pause and me- 
ditate 

—On the power which regulates and controls all 
the affairs of men, who has all hearta and all events 
in his hand, who “ poureth contempt upon princes, 
and bringeth to nought the wisdom of the prudent;” 
who “ raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth 
up the needy out of the dunghill, that he may set 
“him with princes, even with the princes of his 
“people; he maketh the barren woman to keep 
“house, and to be a joyful mother of children.” 
Is there a God who “ doeth according to his will in 
the aymies of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
“ of the earth?” than let me never “ be high-mind- 
ed, but fear” always before him, for Iam never 
out of lis reach, never concealed from his eye, never 
sheltered from his justice. Is there a God who judgeth 
in the earth, in whom the fatherless findeth mercy, to 
whom the miserable never look, never ery in, vain! 
then let me never sink into despair. I am, not .too 
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huable for his notice, my disease is not beyond his 
skill tocare, ary wants are not too pers for hissup- 
plies, ner my transgressions beyond the multitude of 
histender mercies. Doth not he deck the lily and 
feed the raven? a sparrow riseth not on the wing, 
falieth not to the ground without my Heavenly 
« Father. Hithertohath the Lord helped,” and “ his 
“ hand is not shortened, nor his ear heavy, nor his 
“* bowels of compassion restrained.” 

Meditate again, On what ground you have encou- 
Tagement to ask, and to expect the divine protection 
and favour. Have you given up all for God? Have 
you good hope through grace that yon are reconciled 
to God through the blood of his Son? Have you 
good conscience toward God that you are in the 
Proper use of appointed means? Can you look up 
with confidence and say, “ Lord, thou knowest all 
“ things, thou knowest that I have not folded my 
“hands to sleep, that I have not set down in 
“sullen discontent, that I have not charged thee 
foolishly, that I have not fled to unjustifiable 
* methods of relief? I have not impiously striven 
“with wy Maker, nor presumptuously expected a 
“ miracle to be wrought in my behalf. I have in 
“much weakness, bat in trembling bope, endea- 
= voured to do my duty; and I now, Lord, cast all 
“ my oare, cast mygparden upon thee.” Look into 
the history of divine interpositions. Were they in 
eompliment to the peevish and capricions, were 
they extorted by the fond lamentations or the secret 
tvarmerings of insolence and ingratitude? Were 
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they the pillows smoothed by the hand of weak indul. 
gence for the drowsy head of sloth and indifference 
to repose on? No, but they were the seasonable 
cordial of parental affection to s fainting child; the 
reward which wisdom and goodness bestow on dili- 
gence and perseverance; the indissoluble union 
which God has established between humans exertion 
and divine co-operation; they were the recompense 
of labour and vigilance, they were the anewer of 
prayer. 

Meditate yet again, On the true dignity of humen. 
nature, on the true glory of man and of woman alaa; 
honest, useful employment. It consisty not in 
idle, luxurious enjoyment, it is not to do nothing, 
to be eternally waited upon and ministered unto, to 
grow torpid by inaction, to slumber away life ina 
lethargic dream, and to lose the powers of the soul 
and body by disuse; but to preserve and promote 
health by moderate exercise, to earn cheerfulness 
and self-approbation by the sweet consciousness that 
you are not living wholly in vain, and to rise into 
importance by being somewhat useful to your fel- 
Jow-creatures. In the eye of sober, unbiassed 
reason; whether of the two is the more pleasing, the 
more respectable sight; and which is, in her own 
mind, the happier of the two, Ruth laden with the 
ears of corn which she had togjed to gather, hasten- 
ing home to the hut of obscurity, to adminiater 
food and comfort to old age and sotrow; or a 
modern belle issuing forth under a load of uneasy 
finery, to imaginary triumphs, and to cettain dis- 
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appointment? Who sleeps soundest at night, and 
who awakes and arises in the best health and spirits 
next day? I expect not an answer. The thing 
speaks for itself; and I have purposely forborne to 
state the case so strongly as might have been done. 
The virtuous damsel has in part received her reward, 
but a greater and a better is preparing for her. 
The mother and daughter have been arranging their 
little matters with discretion; and the great God 
has been preparing his agents, putting his armies 
in motion ; all is made ready, is made to meet, is 
made to work together, is made to prosper by Him 
who secs the perfect man in the embryo, the end 
from the beginning, the effect in its primary cause, 
the eternal chain in every series and in all its extent. 
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LECTURE XV. 


RUTH Id. 4. 


And behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The Lord be with you: and they answered him, 
The Lord bless thee. 


THE short and simple sentence which I have read 
might be made the subject of a volume.—I intend 
to make it at least the subject of a Lecture, and I 
entreat your patient attention to a few of the obvious, 
but neither uninteresting nor unimportant views 
which it exhibits of life and manners, of morals and 
religion. 

Men of different characters, from various motives, 
and for various purposes, might be supposed to 
assume the plain, unadorned history of the barley- 
harvest of Boaz, as an useful and instructive topic 
of address, and, according to the spirit by which they 
were actuated, and the end which they had in view, 
might reason upon it in this manner. 

I. The prudent, careful man would build upon 
it a system of attention, diligence, and economy. 
“ Behold,” would he say, ‘“ behold Boaz, the 
“ wealthy and the wise, in his field, among his 
servants, secing every thing with his own eyes, 
“ giving his orders in person, taking care that 
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“ every one should be in his own place, and perform- 
“ing his particular duty. The air and exercise 
“connected with the operations of husbandry are 
“conducive to health, to comfort; they promote 
“his interest, they enliven his spirits; modcrate 
labour makes rest welcome. See, his presence is 
a check upon idleness, upon carelessness, upon 
discord ; it calls forth industry, it creates honest 
emulation ; it reconciles the peasant to his toil to 
* sce the master participating in it. Hehas brought 
* himself down to the level of the poor labourer, 
“‘ who seems to have risen in proportion. See, 
“nothing escapes his notice, not even a wretched 
 gleaner behind the reapers ; he must be informed 
“ of every thing ; of the minutest circumstance he 
* will judge for himself. 

Young man, set out in life, and conduct your 
“ progress on such a principle, on such a model as 
“this. It is the certain road to affluence, to re- 
“ spectability ; you are thereby at once serving 
“ yourself, your dependants, and your country. 
“ Whatever be thy station, whatever thy employ- 
“ ment, let thy heart be in it; let thy time and thy 
“ attention be devoted to it. ‘ Be thou diligent to 
‘ know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy 
“ herds. * Be not slothful in business.’ Let every 
“ thing be done in its season; ‘ let every thing be 
“ done decently and in order” ‘ The hand of the 
“ diligent maketh rich. <‘ Seest thou a man dili- 
“ gent in his business? He shall stand before kings; 
« he shall not stand before mean men. 
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To these might be added innumerable admoni- 
“ tions and arguments, drawn from Scripture, from 
“ reason, from history, from experience, all tending 
“to demonstrate the wisdom, the utility, the 
“ necessity of doing what thy hand findeth to do, 
“with thy might; and to prove the folly, the 
“ danger, the misery of sloth and inattention. But 
“example is beyond all precept. Survey yonder 
‘field; from Ruth up to Boaz all are busy, all 
* are pleased and cheerful, all are happy. Be in- 
* structed, my son, by the prospect; and learn that 
“God, and nature, and reason, have inseparably 
“ connected industry and felicity ; have made bodily 
“health and inward peace, prosperity and impor- 
“tance, to flow from virtuous, temperate exertion, 
“as the stream from its source.” 

I. The moralist would take up the subject in a 
point of view somewhat different. “ Observe,” 
would he say, “ the reciprocal duties arising out of 
“the mutual relations of human life. We have 
* thom here beautifully exemplificd in the relation of 
“ master and servant. Besides the more obvious 
* obligations of justice, on the onc, in faithfully 
* performing the stipulated labour; on the other, 
“in punctually bestowing the promised wages of the 
“hireling, behold the tacit obligations of mutual 
“ affection and benevolence. Obligations founded 
“not indeed upon a written law, but interwoven 
« with the constitution and frame of our nature, and 
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which the man who feels not, acknowledges not, the 
“ man who neglects or violates, let his adherence to 
* the letter of the law be ever so close and exact, isa 
“ traitor to God and to society. Nay, he is a traitor 
to himself, by cutting off one of the purest sources 
* of his own enjoyment, and at the same time is de- 
“ priving mankind of one of their justest claims. 

* Boaz and his reapers meet with mutual cor- 
“ diality. They give and receive the salutation of 
“peace. He accosts them as a father would his 
“ children, not as a task-master would the miserable 
* drudges subjected to his authority. They address 
“him with the kindly and humble familiarity of 
“ sons, not the distant timidity of slaves trembling 
“ for fear of the rod. They exact the price of their 
* service as a debt, but they receive the gentle 
“language and smiles of their employer as a 
* favour. He expects thom to be honest and diligent, 
“ for conscience’ sake; but contentment with their 
* condition, and good-will to himself, he thankfully 
* receives as an unconditioned extraordinary effort 
* to promote his interest. 

Suppose, fora moment, the temper and cha- 
“racier of both to be changed; and the force of 
“ the example will be more clearly understood, and 
“ more powerfully felt. Without supposing any 
“one precept of morality, or dictate of religion 
“ infringed, what a different aspect would the field 
“ of Boaz wear! Lo, where comes the surly, stately, 
* self-important lord of the manor, surveying, in the 
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“ pride of his heart his increasing store, looking 
« down on the humble, hardy sons of toil, as mere 
« beasts of burden designed to minister to his con- 
* yeniency. He voucheafes them never a word, 
“ except perhaps to complain, to threaten, or to 
“ upbraid; and then, in sullen silence and state he 
* retires again, The insulted labourers on the other 
“hand regard him with terror and disgust. The 
“ social compact is‘ dissolved between them. No 
eye welcomed his approach with a smile, no 
“ whisper of gratulation conveyed his name from 
“ ear to ear, no tongue pronounced ‘ Ged bless him, 
« The half-smothered cxecration pursued his with- 
‘ drawing steps, and he well deserved it. 

‘«¢ What thinkest thou, my young friend, of the 
picture? Learn from it, that to doing justly 
“ there must be added loving mercy, and walking 
“humbly. Learn that the duties and felicities of 
* human life consist in numberless, nameless, un- 
“ definable little offices which every one may Icarn 
without a teacher, and which evcry one may if he 
will perform, All have it not in their power to 
“ supply the poor, to heal the sick, to succour the 
° distressed. Opportunity does not every day offer, 
“nor ability, permit to confer material, essential 
* benefits ; but it is in the power of all to express 
‘sympathy, to breathe a kind wish. Opportunities 
“every hour, every moment present themselves, 
“and ability never fails, of looking pleasantly, of 
“ speaking gently and affectionately. And he is a 
is az 
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* wretch indeed, who knows that tha unbending of 
“an eyebrow, the utierance of a syllable or two, 
the alteration of half e tone of his voice, the 
“ simple extension of his hand, would in a moment 
* relieve a heart overwhelmed with saxrow, wrang 
“with anguish, and who yet cruelly withbolds 20 
* slender, so easy, so cheap 8 consolation. 

“ Young man, if it he thy misfortune to have 
“to struggle with a harsh, ungainly, unbending 
“¢ disposition, the soqner you set out in quest of 
** victory the better. Remember that thy own com- 
“ fort is involved, beyond the power of separation, 
** with that of thy fellow-creatures. Take care that 
“ the manner of showing mercy, or of conferring 
“obligation, mar not the matter of the benefit. 
The man who refuses graciously, impresses on 
“ the heart a more favourable idea of himself, than 
“ he who grants with harshness, insolence, or pride. 
“ True goodness considers, together with whet is 
“ written on tables of stone, what is written on ‘ the 
“ leoing tables of the heart, and, from the heart, 
* communicates itself ta the forehead, to the eyes, 
* the lip, the hand; impressing on the whole the 
“ law of kindness.” 

TIL. The philosopher will cast his eyes along the 
group scattered over the plains adjoining to Hethle- 
hem-Judah, and will reflect in a dierent. manner ; 
perhaps thus: “ What an.endless variety do I 
* observa in thearays and works of the grest-Czeator 
“and Ruler of the universe! Biended. with that 
“* variety what mutual relation and dependence! 
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* The heed, the hands, the feet; the parts which 
“are more noble, and those which are more dis- 
* honourable, forming one regular, harmonious 
* body, where there is nothing redundant, nothing 
-" deficient. Every thing has its use, every thing 
has its end. Shade imperceptibly softens into 
* shade; light imperceptibly brightens into light. 
* The transitions are so sweet and gradual that the 
“ eye is never offended nor overwhelmed. It is the 
“« game thing in the body social and politic. Every 
“ one stands in need of another. The prince and 
* the peasant meet in a certain point. How many 
“ things have they in common! How many things 
* are there to interest and attract each other ! 

« Look but to that field. The persons are few; 
and the conditions are much fewer. But even 
* there I see the order, the subordination which Pro- 
“ vidence has established through the whole extent 
“ of the vast universe. There walks the dignified, 
* respectable proprietor of the land, who can trace 
« his title to possession through many generations ; 
« he is exulting in hereditary wealth and honours, 
without arrogance, vanity, or insensibility. Boaz, 
“a prince in his tribe, but a plain man, who knows 
“that he derives his subsistence from the bosom of 
the earth, disdains not to mingle with his menial 
* servants, nor to sit down to 2 participation of their 
homely fare, .to dip his morsel in the same 
* vinegar, and to lie down to sleep all night in the 
* thréshing-floor. 

Phere the servant who is set over the reapers 
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stirs from ridge to ridge, from company to com- 
* pany, the bond of union between the master and 
* the labourcrs. Behold him as the trusted humble 
friend of Boaz, repaying confidence with fidelity; 
“ mark him praising the industrious, encouraging 
“the faint, chiding the careless, stimulating the 
“slow. As the sympathizing friend of his less 
* favoured fellow-servants, recollecting how lately 
“he emerged from the same obscurity and subjec- 
“tion, behold him excusing the frailty of nature, 
“covering the faults of thoughtlessness, adminis- 
* tering reproof and chastisement with lenity and 
* moderation, bestowing commendation with cheer- 
‘6 falness and cordiulity. 

“© As we descend, a new station, a new character 
“ rises in view, the glory and the strength of every 
land under heaven, the poor, the honest, the 
“ manly, the virtuous, the useful, the important 
“part of the community. Not they who handle 
“« the harp and the organ, but they who put their 
« hands to the plough and to the sickle. There they 
“ toil, there they sweat, there they sing; there they 
« beguile the fatigues of the day in innocent mirth, 
“ and in untutored, artless, guileless, unmalignant 
“ conversation ; and they purchase and sweeten the 
“ yepose of the night with unoppressive industry, 
* with friendly communication, and with pious, un- 
“ aspiring submission to the pains, the privations, 
* the necessities of their lowly estate. 

« These constitute the numerous, the great, and 
“ the good class of our fellow-creatures; who shine 
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“ in the eye of reason, of patriotism, of philosophy, 
* of religion. They stand not forth the prominent 
“ figures in the picce, but their number, their 
* equality, their want of characteristic distinction, 
* confer upon them the greater value. 

“ But, ah, there is beneath them s subordinate 
* rank, which awakens all that is human in us. 
“These have health, and strength, and will, to 
“labour; their rewurd is sure; they support the 
* heat and toil of the day with the sweet assurance 
* that the thickening shades, that the twelfth hour, 
« will bring with them the payment of their hire, 
“the means of subsistence, of domestic joy, of 
“ regulated gratification. But Jook into the back 
* ground of the piece, and observe that female, that 
“ stranger, that orphan, and her widow; to work 
“unable, to beg ashamed. She has seen better 
“days. Time was, the wind of heaven was not 
“ permitted fo visit her face too roughly: she was 
“ waited upon, and minstered unto; now she is 
* become the scorn of clowns ; or lower still their 
“ pity. Where is the lowness of condition, from 
* whence it is not possible still to fall! Be what thou 
* wilt,O man, there are some looking up to thee 
‘¢ with envy and desire: be what thou wilt, there is 
still cause to say, * God, I thank thee, I am not 
“© as other men.” 

« But observe, my young friend,” continues our 
philosophical monitor, “all those gradations, and 
* infinitely more than can be pointed out, are links 
§ in the great chain of human existence; tear one 


$92 BISTORY OF BUTS. {laor. XY. 


“ asunder, and the concussion is felt through the 
“whole, The gleaner, the reaper, the overseer, 
“ the master of the household, are so many sucoes- 
* sive steps in the same scale; the most distantere not 
* very remote: the nearer are hardly distinguish- 
“ able: all are reduced to the same level before Him, 
* who says to Gabriel, ‘ Go,’ and he goeth ; and to 
“the sparrow hovering on the wing, ‘Fall to the 
* ground,’ and instantly he drops--And again, 
* young man void of understanding, observe, and 
* observe it well, aad lay it up in thine heart, how 
* near the extremes of human condition are to one 
* another ! the gleaner after the reapers is but a step 
“ or two from the possession of the whole. + Wait 
“ buta few days, and she who is liable to be insult- 
* ed, at best pitied, shall be in her turn caressed, 
* flattered, submitted to; and learn from the whole 
§ the folly of being insolent, self-coneeited or un- 
“kind, unsocial or uncomplying, when the sun of 
“ prosperity shineth upon thy tabernacle: or of 
“being discontented, dejected, cereless, or mean, 
* when the common ills of humanity overtake thee. 
“That poor inflated creature, who like another 
“ Nebuchadnezzar talks in loud swelling words of 
“ vanity of the great Babylon which he has built, 1 

* once knew a cringing minion, ready to lick the 
dust from the feet of the man whom he now struts 
“ by as ifhe were a stranger. That poor boy whom 
-* he disdains to set with the dogs of bis flock is evi- 
“ dently rising into consequence, which is one day 
* to eclipse all the tawdry honaurs of upstart_genti- 
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“ lily and self-assumed importance.—My son, derive 
* thy greatness from thyself, from wisdom, from vir- 
“tue, Take care to adorn thy station, thy posses- 
gions, by native goodness. Pittable indeed is thy 
“ condition, if rank, or affluence, or evén talents, 
“ serve only to render thy folly or profligacy more 
“ conspicuous.” 

IV. Once more, let me suppose a man of genuine 
piety contemplating the interesting scene before us, 
and entering with wonder and delight into the plans 
of the eternal mind. His meditations will flow in 
still a different channel, he will view the same ob- 
ject through still a different medium. ‘ Behold,” 
will he say, “ how sweet is the smell of a fieldwhich 
« Jchooah hath blessed! Happy Boaz, rich in lands 
“ and in corn, rich in man servants and maid-ser- 
“ vants, rich in the dutiful and affectionate attach- 
“ment of thy people, rich in thine own integrity 
“Cand composure of spirit: but richer far in the 
‘favour and approbation of the Almighty: the 
“ blessing of the Lord it maketh rick, and he addeth 
“ no sorrow therewith. Happy family, thas dwell- 
“ ing together in unity; where love is the govern- 
« ing principle, where the fear of God sweetly ex- 
* presses itself in unfeigned benevolence to min! 
“ How can that house but prosper, where religion 
has established her throne? Look at that beppy 
plain over whioh the bountiful hand of Neture has 
* spread her rich exuberance. The Lord maketh 
“ that wealth. Bebold the patriarchal master: the 
meanest slave he treats like a child: hearken, the 
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* woice of peace and benediction dwells on his lips, 
it distil like the dew. Behold the way to be 
* Joved and respected by inferiors. Be to them an 
“ ensample of piety, of purity, of charity; bind 
* them to you with cords of love; sweet and faith- 
*¢ ful, cheerful and efficient is the service of affec- 
“tion. These men will yield obedience not for 
* wrath only, but for conscience’ sake ; their heart is 
‘in their work; they need no overseer; they will 
“ neither be negligent nor dishonest: they know 
that the eye of God is continually upon them ; 
“* they know that the interest of the master is their 
“own, 

* How happily religion adapts its influence to 
“ every relation and condition of life! How it 
“ guarde the heart alike from foolish pride and im- 
pious discontent, at what bounty has bestowed, or 
‘wisdom denied! How it humanizes, dignifies, 
* exalts the soul! How it enforces, extends, and 
* refines the maxims of worldly prudence! How 
‘it illustrates, binds, and enlivens the precepts of 
“« morality! How it amplifies, expands, regulates, 
“brightens the views of philosophy; referring 
* every thing to God, deriving all from him, car- 
“rying all back to him again! O man, till thou 
“ hast founded thy domestic economy in religion, 
* thou hast not begun to keep house. Let thy pos- 
sessions be ever eo fair, ever so extensive, they 
want their principal charm, their highest excel- 
* Jence, till the blessing of Heaven be asked and 
** obtained, 


Laer. XV.) ‘HISTORY OF RUTH. 233 

* Mark yet again, how a good man’s foosteps are 
“ all ordered of the Lord. In all thy ways acknow- 
“ ledgehim, and he shall direct thy paths. Boaz 
“came forth with no farther view than to tee the 
“ progress of his harvest, to salute his servants, 
“ and to cheer their labour by his presence and ap- 
“ proving smiles; but, lo, Providence has been 
“ preparing for him a more cularged view, has en- 
 tiched his field with a nobler portion than he had 
“any apprehension of. Thy ways, my king and 
“ my God, thy ways are in the sea, and thy path 
“in the deep waters, and thy judgments are un- 
“ searchable. The great God is working unseen, 
“ unnoticed. He is preparing his instruments at a 
“ distance, is arranging his agents in the dark. Un- 
“ seen to, unknown by one another, without concert 
“or design, they come forth at the moment, they 
“ perform the part assigned them; they speak and 
“ act in perfect unison, they accomplish the purpose 
“ of the Eternal—Boaz and Ruth, behold them 
“ together in the field, remote as penury and fulness, 
* as obscurity and celebrity, as dependance and be- 
“ ing depended upon. Nevertheless they meet, and 
‘Heaven from above crowns the hallowed union 

.* with her olive.” 

Byt might not the pious spirit annex a caution 
to his exhortatiga on this subject. “ Beware of 
* taking the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for 
“the Lord will not hold him guiltless who taketh 
“ his name in vain. Holy and reverend is his name. 
« Even in blessing it is to be used solemnly, piously, 
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“ sparingly : Who then shall dare to employ it wan- 
“ tonly, needlessly, profanely, impiously, blasphe- 
“mously? Who shall presume to abuse it, in 
“ swearing falsely by it, or in imprecating a curse 
“ under that dreadful sanction upon the head of his 
brother? Avert, merciful Heaven, avert from 
“‘ my guilty, heavy-laden country, the heavy, the 
bitter curse which this sin deserves! O let not 
“ profane swearing, let not wilful and deliberate 
“ perjury prove its ruin!” 

—Thus have I endeavoured, by assuming several 
supposed characters, to give life and energy to the 
simple, rural scene under consideration. It furnishes 
copious matter of instruction to every teacher, and 
to every class of mankind. The careful, prudent 
man of the world; the moralist; the calm observer; 
the pious instructor, are all here provided with use- 
ful topics of address to their several pupils, according 
to their several views. The master and the servant 
the hireling and his employer, the rich and the 
poor, here meet together, and ate together informed, 
by more than a code of laws, by plain but striking 
example, of their mutual relation and dependence, 
and of the duties which arise oat of them, and of the 
comforts which flow from them. Happiness is here 
represented as built on the sure foundation of kind 
affections, of useful industry, gf reciproeal good 
offices, and of the fear of the Lord. Where sli these 
‘unite, that house must stand, that family must pros- 
per. In proportion as all or any of them are wanting, 
a partial or total ruin must ensue. Let the apostolic 
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injunctions serve practically to enforce the subject. 
« Servants, be obedient to them that are your mas- 
* ters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, 
“ in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not 
* with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as the ser- 
“ vants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
“heart; with good will doing service, es to the 
* Lord, and not to men: knowing that whatsoever 
* good thing any man docth, the same shall le re- 
“ ceive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 
‘And ye masters, do-the same things unto them, 
‘ forbearing threatening: knowing that your master 
also is in Heaven; neither is there respect of per- 
* sons withhim.” Ephesians vi. 5—9.—‘ Charge 
“ them that are rich in this world that they be not 
“ high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but 
“in the living God, who giveth us richly all things 
“ to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in 
* good works, ready to distribute, willing to com- 
“ municate; laying up in store for themselves a 
“ good foundation against the time to come, that 
“they may lay hold on eternal life.” 1 Tim. vi. 
17-19. “ Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath 
“not God chosen the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
« promised to them that love him?” James ii, 5.— 
“ You yourselves know that these hands have mi- 
*€ nistered unto my necessities, and to them that 
“ were with me. I have showed you all things, 
“how that so labouring ye ought to support the 
* weak, and to remember the words of the Lord 
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Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” Acts xx. 34, 35.—“ Let him 
« that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, 
“ working with his hands the thing which is good, 
“that he may have to give to him that needeth’ 
Ephesians iv. 28. 
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LECTURE XVI. 


ROUTH II. 5—17. 


Then said Boas unto his servant that was set over the reapers, 
Whose damsel is this ?\And the servant that was set over the 
reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that 
came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: and 
she said, I pray you, let me glean, and gather after the 
reapers amongst the sheaves: so she came, and hath con- 
tinued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a 
little in the house. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest 
thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, 
neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens, 
Let thine eyes be on the ficld that they do reap, and go 
thou after them: have I not charged the young men that 
they shall not touch thee? And when thou art athiret, 
go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men 
have drawn, Then she fell on her face, and bowed hervelf’ 
to the ground, and gaid unto him, Why have I found grace 
in thy eyes, thet thou shouldest take knowledge of mo, 
seeing J am a stranger? And Boag answered and said 
unto her, It hath fully been showed me all that thou hast 
done unto thy mother-in-law since the death of thine hus- 
‘band: and how thou hast Jeft thy father and thy mother, and 
the land of thy nativity, and art come unto 8 people which 
thou knewest not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. Then 
she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that 
thou hast comforted me, end for that thou hast spoken 
friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto 
one of thine handmaidens, And Boaz said unto her, At meal- 
time come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
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morvel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and 
he reached her parched corn, and she did eat, and was suf- 
ficed, and eft. And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz 
commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even 
among the sheaves, and reproach her not. And let fall also 
some of the handfuls on purpose for her, and leave them 
that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. So she 
gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had 
gleaned: and it was about an ephah of barley, 


"THE fife of the busbandman is fall of labour and 
anxiety, but it is also swectened and relieved by 
many peculiar delights. He must rise early, and 
often retire late to rest; he is exposed now to the 
scorching heat of the meridian sun, and now to the 
unwelcome damps of the night. He has to watch 
every aspect of the sky, and to guard against the 
strife of contending clements: and after all his 
vigilance and foresight, he has frequently the mor- 
tification to see the exertions and the hopes of a 
whole year destroyed in an hour. But on the other 
hand, the very varicty which his profession admits 
of deceives the toils of it; his life is constantly a 
life of hope; his health and prosperity fow from 
the same source; he spends not his strength for 
nought and in vain; the bountiful parent Earth 
restores the precious seed cast into it with large in- 
crease, thirty, sixty, an hundred fold. He hes the 
pleasure of observing the hourly progress of vegeta- 
tion; of seeing his supplies coming immediately 
from the hand of Providence. Piety and profit are 
promoted by the same employments and pursuits, 
and the sublimest truths of religion press upon him 
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in the plainest and most common appearances of 
nature. Add to all this, the labours of the husband- 
man are of ail others the most esscotial, the most 
important to society. Other arts may minister to 
wealth, to pleasure, to conveniency and comfort, 
but on this depends the very subsistence of human 
life; and to the plough and the sickle, the ingenious 
manufacturer, the pampered citizen, and the haughty 
pecr, must of necestity look for the main ingredient 
of their daily support. 

It was in this happy state of civil society, that 
the scene is laid which is to be the subject of this 
evening's meditation. It was that joyful season of 
the year when the ardour of summer was giving 
place to the milder glory of autumn; when industry 
was gathering in the produce of hope, when the 
common occupations of the sun-burnt plain had 
Jevelled the distinctions of master and servant; 
when all was emulation, cheerfulness, and joy, that. 
Boaz issued forth betimes to superintend his harvest, 
and Rath to glean after the reapers. Her sex, her 
demeanour, her employment, which bespoke her 
poverty, attract his notice and excite his compassion. 
There dre persons, there are countenances, there is 
a deportment, which strike at first sight, and create 
an interest which it is impossible to account for. The 
great hand of Nature has in many, perhaps in most 
instances, engraven on tlie external appearance no 
doubtful or equivocal signs of the internal spirit and 
character. Ruth presented to the eye of Boaz an 
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undescribable somewhat, which spoke her im- 
mediately to be above the level of those common 
drudges, whose minds their servile condition has 
degraded; her native greatness shone through 
the veil that covered it, and it naturally led to an 
inquiry into her situation and connexions. The 
atiention which her figure and occupation at first 
roused, her history powerfully fixes and confirms. 
The mournful story of Naomi, and of the Moabitish 
damsel her daughter-in-law, all Bethlehem-Judah 
had heard, but not one had stepped forth to 
acknowledge and relieve them. Boaz himeelf is 
faulty here. Had he been informed, as he must, 
of the retura of his nearest relations, and of their 
wretched plight, he ought to have sought them out, 
and, unsolicited, to have ministered to their com- 
fort. He is in this respect an instance of what is 
frequently to be met with in the world ; of thatcalm, 
unimpassioned goodness which is abundantly dis- 
posed to succour distress when it falls in the way, 
but is not sufficiently zealous, and vigorous, and 
active, to go abroad in quest of objects to relieve. 
But let us not pretend to lock down on moderate 
and ordinary beneficence, till the pure and sublime 
come more into use. The former neglect of Boaz, 
and his future zeal, shall but the more redound to 
the glory of God. 

‘The short and simple tale awakens a thousand 
tender emotions in the bosom of the good man. 
He feels the sad reverses to which families, and 
states, and alt sublunary things are exposed. He 
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sees one branch of his own kindred demolished, cx. 
tinguished. Ele beholds a woman, a young woman, 
a widow, a stranger in a strange land, but one 
Btep above begging her bread; with a still more 
wretched mother to sustain by the meagre fruits of 
her feeble industry. He sees women of condition, 
his equals, fallen far below the estate of the meanest 
of his servants and handmaids, Self-reproach, 
perhaps, mingled With compassion, instantly pro- 
duced a resolution to compensate past carclessness 
and unkindness, by all that future sympathy and 
friendship could bestow. The dialogue that ensues 
is a beautiful exhibition of the honest simplicity of 
Nature. The characters are supported with a hap- 
piness of expression, and displayed with a strength 
and exactness of colouring, worthy of him who 
knows what is in man. 

In Boaz, which shall we most admire; his pru- 
dent attention to his own affairs, his winning con- 
descension to his inferiors, or his pious acknowledg- 
ment of God in every thing? In his conduct to the 
forlorn stranger, we see a heart overflowing with 
benevolence, attending to minute circumstances, out- 
ranning the expectations, the very wishes of the 
person whom he means to oblige. Observe his de- 
licacy ; he recommends the solitary helpless female 
to the society and protection of those of her own 
Sex, and by his authority he guards her from the 
incivility and insults of the other. He sims at 
soothing her soul to peace; he would have her be- 
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lieve herself at home. The law obliged him to 
permit her to glean, but he makes a free-will offer- 
ing of much more; the liquor in the vessels, the 
food provided for the reapers, all is tendered to her 
with hearty good-will. Ordinary minds feel ashamed 
at the sight of poor rejations; they deny them, 
they turn away from them, and hide their faces 
from their own flesh, True magnanimity thinks 
meanly of nothing but vice, it esteems worth though 
clothed in rags, it considers the revolutions which 
affect every thing under the sun, and despises not 
the wretch of to-day, knowing that it may be obliged 
to change places with him to-morrow. Such an 
onc was the wealthy owner of yonder happy field, 
Tho spirit of the master is diffused, it is felt over 
the whole extended domain. No jarring string 
mars their rural harmony, no,contention reigns but 
the strife, the blessed strife, of mutual affection and 
attachment. 

The character of Ruth opened upon us with sin- 
gular grace and beauty : it unfolds itself with equal 
energy and propriety. She discovers, frém first to 
last, a soul susceptible of tender and persevering 
attachment; ready to yield the sacrifice of ease, of 
rank, of estimgtion, of every thing, for the sake of 
enjoying the festimoay of a good conscience, and- 
the society that she loved. She discovers a spirit at 
once sweetly timid and bashful, and nobly resolute 
and undaunted. ‘She inspires love by her gentle- 
ness, meekness, and complacency ; she commands 

.Feapect by her firmness, magnanimity, and patience. 
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In addressing her mother-in-law, she is all amiable 
warmth and earnestness ; in replying to the friendly 
tenders of Boaz, she is all amiable reserve and 
modesty. In speaking to Naomi her heart flows to 
her lips, her words glow, her speech is copious and 
redundant: in answering a man, and a stranger, 
her words are few, she speaks by looks and ges- 
tures, and is then most eloquent when she says 
nothing. . > 

I behold .the effect which youth, and simplicity, 
and humbleness of mind, and distress, have made 
upon a generous and sensible heart. The artless 
simplicity of the Moabitish damsel have made a 
deeper impression than all that cunning and design 
could have invented to allure affection, and to im- 
pose on the understanding. Happily the progress 
of virtuous love advances without the consciousness 
of the parties concerned ; it is at first a mere inter- 
course of civility, an attention to trifles, an inter- 
change of kind words and pleasant looks, It grows 
unperceiyed, it gathers strength by neglect, it has 
arrived at matvrity before it was known to exist; 
it gave no waraing of its approach, and thereby 
became irresistible. And has the great Author of 
Nature vouchsafed in his word @p delincate, in 
‘more than one instance, the nature, progress, and 
effects of this important and necessary passion, and 
shall we turn away from it with affected delicacy, 
or take it up and pursue it with indecent mirth ? 
No, if we adopt and imitate the candid, guileless 
simplicity, and the modest reserve of Scripture, we 
annot greatly err. 
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Tn the case of Boaz and Ruth it was enchant- 
ingly grateful to the former, as highly honourable 
to the latter, that the decision of the understanding 
confirmed the judgment of the eycs. He had 
known, admired and approved the conduct, before 
he had seen and admired the beauty of the person 
and the gracefulness of the behaviour. The charms 
of wisdom, virtue, and piety superadded to perso- 
nal accomplishments, what a happy combination ; 
what a foundation of felicity! The latter indeed 
will and must fade, but their effect is immortal ; 
the company in which they flourished and brought 
forth fruit, bestows upon them a permanency not 
theirown. How wretclied is that female, all whose 
consequence is fied with her bloom; who depended 
on rank or fortune to command respect; who has 
lost the admiration and applause of others before 
she has begun to acquire the dignity of sclf-appro- 
bation, the only genuine source of public ceteem. 

The history before us strikingly displays the 
transition from pity to Jove on the one hepd, from 
gratitude to love on the other. Compassion in Boaz, 
sense of obligation in Ruth, excite the same 
mutual affection in both. It becomes Ais pride 
and joy to raise ber to that distinction and affluence 
which she so well merited; it is Aer pride and joy 
to repay the tenderness of her benefactor by every 
kind office of compliance and affection. She had 
Hitherto pleased herself with the consciousness of 
having done her duty, she had not hunted after 
praise, she had discovered no anxiety, taken no petns 

lish abroad her own merits; but honour will 
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follow virtue as the shadow does the substance, and 
the flight of the one but accelerates the pursuit of 
the other. And how grateful must it have been 
even to the modest car of Ruth hersclf, to hear her 
conduct approved, and her qualities celebrated, by 
the wise and good man who had taken her ander his 
protection, and who had admitted her to his friend- 
ship. The praise which goodness confers on good- 
ness, the praise whith a man’s own heart and 
conscience allow to be merited, praise bestowed by 
one whom we love and esteem, is a feast indeed ; it 
does equal honour, it communicates equal delight 
to the giver and to the receiver ; it is an anticipation 
of the glorious rewards of the faithful, from Him 
whose favour is better than life. But save me, 
merciful Heaven, from the commendation which my 
own mind rejects. Save me from the approbation, 
the ill-informed approbation of ignorant erring man, 
while I have just cause to tremble under the appre~ 
hension of condemnation and punishment from a 
holy and righteous God. 

The cordial of cordials administered by the hand 
of Boaz to this truly excellent woman, was his re- 
commendation of her to the care, blessing, and pro- 
tection of the Almighty. It was much, to be per- 
mitted to pick up a scanty livelihoodamong strangers; 
it was much to mect with notice and encouregement 
from a mighty man of wealth in a foreign land; it 
was highly soothing to a spirit broken by calamity, 
to be approved and caressed by a great and a good 
man; but all this was nothing compared to the 
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smiles of approving Heaven, in sweet accord with 
the serenity and composure of a quict and approving 
conscience.--How cordially could she pronounce 
* Amen” to his affectionate and pious prayer. 
“ The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward 
“ be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under 
‘* whose wings thou art come to trust.” Verse 12. 

The petition contains a piece of sweet imagery, of 
which interpreters have given different ideas. 
* Under whose wings tLou art come to trust,” The 
expression, according to some, implies an approba- 
tion of her resolution in renouncing the religion of 
her country and fathers, in forsaking the idol wor- 
ship wherein she had been educated, and in deliber- 
ately joining herself to the Israelites and the worship 
of the living and truc God. The words, it is al- 
leged, have an allusion to the Schekinah, the visible 
glory, the symbol of the Divine presence which re- 
sided between, or under, the wings of the Cherubim, 
which were extended over the merey-seat. This is 
as it were the point in which all the parts of the 
dispensation concentred, and therefore is employ- 
ed to denote in brief all that related to the know- 
ledge, belief, and service of Jehovah, in opposition 
to idalgtry. 

Others considered it as merely 2 tender significant 
image, borrowed from Nature, and frequently em- 
ployed in other passages of Scripture, the image 
of the tender callow brood of the feathered race flee- 
ing, in the moment of danger, for protection under 
the shelter of the parental wing. In cither case, it 
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marks the providentisl care and the sacred security 
extended to all who seck refuge in the Divine wis- 
dom and mercy. No plague shall come nigh the 
place where they dwell, no cvil shall befall them. It 
unfolds the spirit of a truly good man, disposed to 
do every thing which humanity dictates, and which 
ability permits, for therelief of the sons and daughters 
of affliction ; but deeply impressed with the belicf 
that without the blessing and favour of Heaven the 
interposition of man is vain and unprofitable. He re- 
fers not to the Divine bounty as an exemption from 
decds of charity and mercy, but to render his bene- 
volence effectual, and to crown, promote, and prosper 
his kind intentions; to fill up the measure of his 
liberal design, which after all was narrowed and con- 
tracted by slenderness of ability. 

The effect of the whole upon Ruth is the same 
which a sense of unmerited fricndship from man, and 
the expectation of blessings from on high, will ever 
produce on a good and honest heart. As she rises in 
situation, as she rises in hope, she sinks in humility. 
** Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, 
“ my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and 
“ for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine hand- 
“ maid, though I be not like unto one of thy hand- 
“ maidens.” Verse 13. 

This draws from the benevolent lord of the harvest 
reiterated assurances of regard and sympathy. He 
again runs over the whole store of the field, lest he 
should have omitted any particular in his former 
enumeration; he again intimates a cheerful and un- 
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affected welcome to what she conld desire, or which 
he had to bestow. In this, if 1 mistake not, may 
be seen the farther progress of affiction. Ruth gains 
upon his heart by every word that she utters, by 
every gesture and attitude; and she pleases most 
from having formed, and from pursuing, no design 
to please. ‘The greater her difhdence and self-denial 
are, the greatcr is his earnestness to bring her for- 
ward, and to support her. She was by the former 
order permitted to go at pleasure and serve herself 
with whatever was in the fidld for the general use; 
now, she is invited to join the company where Boaz 
himself presided, she is fed from his own hand, and 
her portion is not a scanty onc, ‘ she did eat and 
** was sufficed, and left.” It was thus that Joseph 
expressed the partiality of his affection for Benjamin 
his own brother, his mess was five times so much as 
any of theirs; and thus in artless guise the growing 
passion of Boaz for the fair Moabitess declared itself; 
and thus, not in high-flown thapsodies of unmean- 
ing jargon, but in little attentions, in petty offices 
of kindness, the genuine effusions of unsophisticated 
nature, the generous passion of love, always will 
dcclare its existence and its quality. Happy, thrice 
happy banquet, far beyond all the luxury and pride 
of unwieldy, uneasy, unblessed magnificence. There 
they sit, under the open canopy of heaven, the 
master, the servants, the stranger, in one group. 
‘Their fare is homely, but labour has made it pleasant 
to sit down, and hunger gives to the food « high 
relish. 
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But what superior relish did the morsel of Boaz 
himself possess! Think what a banquet, to see his 
numerous family around him all contented and 
happy; to give bread to so many, and to receive 
the ample return of it in their honest attachment, 
and in the fruits of their industry. What a luxury, 
to feed a hungry, to raise a sinking stranger! to 
render gentle services to a deserving object, which 
humanity inspired, which the understanding con. 
firmed. which the heart directed, and which Heaven 
approved! What a desert, to reflect that all these 
comforts flowed from a heavenly Father's beneficence, 
that thus he was “ twice blessed,” blessed in receiv- 
ing, blessed in giving. 

The felicity of Ruth was far from being so pure 
and perfect. She felt the depression of dependance 
and obligation ; obligation which she bad no pros- 
pect of ever being able to repay. She felt for the 
anxiety, distress, and want of a venerable aged wo- 
man, for whom nothing was provided; who was 
sitting solitary at home, brooding over past cala- 
nities, and tormenting herself with apprehensions 
about faturity. She can hardly swallow her own 
morsel, for grief to think that one more helpless, 
more feeble, more friendless than herself wanted the 
common necessaries of life ; that Naomi was perhaps 
fasting till she returned, and, worse than fasting, 
tormented with solicitude about her safety. The 
sweetest part of the repast to Ruth was the portion 
which she had reserved from her own necessities for 
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the sustentation of her ancient, affectionate, starving 
parent. 

Their frugal simple meal being ended, they rise 
up, not to play, but to work again, and to continue 
their labour until the evening. A fresh charge is 
given to the reapers, on no account to disturb or in- 
sult the lovely gleaner, and the young men are di- 
rected to find no fault with her, gather where she 
would, even among the sheaves before they were 
bound up; and to drop here and there a handful, as 
if by accident, to render her toil more pleasant and 
easy, without hurting her honest pride. This in- 
Junction could proceed only from a delicate and in- 
genuous mind. To have made her directly a present 
of the ears of corn, had been an indignity offered to 
her poverty ; to scatter them without any apparent 
design was effectually to facilitate her labour, and to 
diminish her fatigue, without rendering the burden 
of obligation too grievous to be borne, ‘The manner 
of conferring a benefit, it cannot be too often repeat- 
ed, infinitely outweighs the matter. The comfort 
of human life is a combination of little, minute at- 
tentions which, taken separately, are nothing, but 
connected with the circumstances of time, place, 
and manner, as coming from the heart, as tokens of 
good-will, possess a value and inspire a pleasure be- 
yond the purchase of gold and rabies. 

Think of the heart-felt satisfaction Wf the amiable 
labourer, when, at the going down of the sun, on 
‘eparating the straw and chaff from the good grain, 
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and on measuring the produce of her patience and 
industry, she found it amount to so considerable a 
quantity ! Would you make a poor man happy, do 
not encourage him to beg. Idlencss and happiness 
are incompatible. No, render his toil a little easier 
to him, teach him to draw his subsistence and his 
comfort from, and to build his dependance ‘ipon, 
himself. 

And now Ruth’s comfort was going to begin; 
it was hitherto mixed and imperfect—it now flows 
pure and unrestrained. She has it in her power to 
telieve indigence, to remove anxicty, to dispel sor- 
row, to make the widowed heart sing for joy. See 
with what exultation she produces her store, re- 
measures her corn, details the adventures of the day, 
and receives while she communicates joy. This, 
O virtuous friendship, is thy present great reward! 
Such, if pride and perverseness prevented not, is 
the felicity which Providence has graciously placed 
within every one’s reach! Let me have some friendly 
ear, in the calmness of the evening's retreat, to listen 
to my tale; some sympathetic heart, to participate 
in my sorrows and my joys, and I care not what 
hardships, I endure, what mortifications I meet 
with, through the live-longday. Friendship doubles 
the delights, divides, and thercby diminishes, the 
cares and miseries of this transitory life. ~~. | 

Think of the composed felicity of the ancient 
matron, as she surveyed the fruits of her beloved 
daughter's dutiful exertions, and as she heard the 
artless story of a harvest day’s employment and 


om HISTORY OF RUTH. (Leor. x71. 


reereation, Yes, she is the happier of the tro. 

¢ joys of age are calm, untumultuous, untem- 

tuous ; "those of youth have always mixtate of 
ardour and impetuosity, which allays their parity, 
and which hastens on their dissolution.—We sin- 
cerely bid them good night, and leave them to the 
sweet repose of conscious integrity, of acquiescence 
in the will and thankfulness for the bounty of gra- 
cious Heaven, and of budding, blossoming hope 
of greater blessings yet to come, 

—At what a small expense may a great man ac- 
quire respect, esteem, and love!—How infinitely 
does nature excel art!—In how simple and easy 2 
method does Providence bring about the greatest 
events! “ Godliness is” every way “reat gain :” it 
has“ the promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come.” 
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LECTURE XVII. 


RUTH XW, 19-28, and JI. 1, 


And her mother-in-law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned 
to-day ? and where wroughtest thou? Blessed be he that did 
take knowledge of thee. And shc showed her mother-in- 
law with w! je had wrought, and suid, The man’s name 
with whom IwObght to-day is Boaz. And Naomi ssid unte 
her daughtertplaw, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath 
not left off his kindness to the living and tothe dead. And 
Naomi said unto her, The manis ocar of kin unto us, one of 
our nextkinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said 
unto me alg, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until 
they have ended all my hurvest. And Naomi said unto 
Ruthher daughter-in-law, It is good, my daughter, that thou 
go out with his maidens, that they meet thee not in any 
other field. So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean 
unto the end of barley-harvest, and of whcat-barvest ; and 
welt with her mother-in-law Then Naomi her mother-in- 
law said unto her, My daughter, shall I notseck rest for thee, 
that it may be well with thee? 


NOTHING is more absurd than to judge of ancient 
and foreign customs, by the fashion of our own 
country and of the present day. Language, man- 
ners, and dress, are incessantly changing their form. 
Were our ancestors of the last century to arise from 
the dead, and to appear in the habit of their own 
times, their great grand-children and they would 
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be utter strangers to one another. Their speech 
would be mutually unintelligible, their modes of 
behaviour uncortl, their apparel ridiculous. How 
much more must this take place, after the lapse of 
many centuries has intervened, and the scene has 
shifted to a distant land, peopled by men of a differ~ 
ent complexion, governed by different laws, and com- 
municating thought by means of a differentlanguage! 

One of the great pleasures arising from the study 
of ancient history is to trace these differences, to con~" 
template the endlcss variety of the human inind, ever 
changing, still the same , to compare age with age, 
nation with nation, in order to excite admiration of 
the great Creator's wisdom and goodness, and to in- 
spire love towards our fellow-crcatures 

In examining the customs described iu the con- 
text, Ict it be remembered that they are the customs 
of men who lived upwards of three thousand years 
ago, who inhabited a different quarter of the globe, 
whose ideas, employments, and pursuits had nu 
manner of resemblance to ours, and who would be 
equally astonished, shocked, and offended, were 
modern and European manners made to pass in 
review before them, And let it be farther remem- 
ered, that we speak of customs and manners only, 
and not of morals ; of circumstances which from 
their own nature and the current of human affairs, 
are liable to alteration, not of things in themselves 
eternal and ‘mmutable. 

‘We have seen by what easy and natural progress 
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the providence of God carried on its purpose re- 
speeting the posterity of Abraham in gencral, and 
the royal line of the house of David in particular ; 
and respecting a much higher object, to which this 
was a mere ministering servant, an harbinger and 
preperation, namely, “ the manifestation of God in 
* the flesh,” for the redemption of a lost world. We 
have seen the commencement of the temporal re- 
wards of virtue, and the dawning of everlasting 
joy. We are now to attend the progress of divine 
beneficence, of providential intérposition, to crown 
the endeavours and promote the happiness of the 
faithful. 

Ruth has returned to her mother-in-law, aden 
with the fruits of honest industry, and provided 
with a supply for present necessity; checred and 
comforted by the benevolence of a respectable stran- 
ger, and exulting in the prospect of future employ- 
ment and success. Sweet are the communications 
of filial attachment and prosperity to the ear of 
maternal tenderness. It is not casy to conceive 
happiness more pure than was enjoyed that evening 
by those amiable and excellent women. Artless, 
undesigning Ruth seems to look no farther than to 
the remainder of the harvest, the continuation of 
her labour, and of protection and encouragement 
from Boaz, and to the pleasure of supporting herself 
and aged parent by her own exertions. But Naomi, 
more experienced and intelligent, begins to build 
on the history of what Providence had done for them 
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that day, a project of recompense to her beloved 
daughter, which her piety and affection so well 
merited, even no less than that of uniting her to 
Boaz in marriage. Was she to be blamed in this? 
By no means. It is criminal to outrun Providence, 
it is madness to think of constraining or bending it 
to our partial, selfish views. But it is wisdom, it is 
duty to exercise sagacity, to observe the ways of the 
Almighty, and to follow where he leads. The ad- 
vice which she gives in pursuance of this design, and 
Ruth's ready compliance, have, according to our 
ideas, a very extraordinary and questionable appear- 
ance, and they seem rather calculated to defeat than 
to forward the end which they had in view; but 
modern refinement and licentiousness are little com- 
petent to judge of rustic simplicity and ancient pu- 
tity. The proceeding was authorized by custom, it 
was free from every taint of immorality, and it had 
not in the eyes of the world even the semblance 
of indecency. The partics were all virtuous; they 
feared the Lord, they conformed to the laws and 
usages of their country, and Heaven smiled on their 
honest, unsullied intentions. 

Had I the happiness, with a mind as pure, to 
address ears as chaste, imaginations as undefiled, I 
should without hesitation or fear enter into the de- 
tail of the transaction as it stands on the record. 
But regard must be had to the prejudices of the times, 
to the propriety and decency which custom has 
established, remarking at the same time, that guilt 
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is the parent of shame, and that an over-refined 
delicacy is too often the proof of a polluted heart. 
The marriage of Boaz to Ruth is the only ins 
stance which we have of the application of a civil and 
political statute of long standing, which rons in 
these terms : “The land shall not be sold for ever : 
“ for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and s0= 
“ journers with me. ‘And in all the land of your 
* possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land. 
‘ If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away 
* some of his possession, and if any of his kin come 
* to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his 
* brother sold. And if the man have none to re- 
« deem it, and himself be able to redeem it; then 
* Jet him count the years of the sale thereof, and 
* restore the overplus unto the man to whom he sold 
“it: that he may retarn unto his possession. But 
“if he be not able to restore it to him, then that 
“ which is sold shall remain in the hand of him 
“ that hath bought it until the year of jubilee: and 
“in the jubilee it shal! go out, and he shall return 
“unto his possession.” Leviticus xxv. 23—28, 
And it stands in connexion with another law cir- 
cumstentially narrated. ‘If brethren dwell toge- 
ther, and one of them die and have no child, the 
« wife of the dead shall not marry withoat unto a 
stranger: her husband’s brother shall go 1 unto 
“her, and take her to him to wife, and perform 
“ the duty of an husband's brother unto her. And 
“ it shall be, that the first-born which abe beareth 
33 
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“shall suceged in the name, of his brother which is 
“ dead, that his name be not pat out of Israel. 
“And if the man like not to take hiy brother's 
“{,wife, then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate, 
“ unto the elders, and say, My husband's brother. 
‘§ refuseth to raise up unto his brother a name in 
« Israel, he will not perform the duty of my hus- 
“ band’s brother. Then the elders of his city shall- 
call him, and epeak unto him: and if he stand to 
“it, and-say, I like not.to take her; then shall his 
“ brother’s wife eome unto him in the presence of. 
‘6 the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, 
"and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, 
So shall it be done unto that man that will not 
“ build up his brother’s house. And his name shall 
be called in Isracl, The house of bim that bath his 
* shoe loosed.” Deut. xxv. 5~-10. The whole spirit 
of the Mosaic dispensation considers the great Jeho- 
vah as the temporal sovereign of Isracl, the land 
as his, the supremacy his. Every Ieraelite received 
his inheritance under the express stipulation that it 
should not be alienated from him and from his fa 
mily for ever. That if, pressed by necessity, he 
should sell the whole or any part of it, he himself 
or his nearest of kindred might at any future period 
redeem it; that at the worst, in the year of jubilee, 
it should revert unpurchased to the ancient pro- 
Prietor or his representative ; and thereby succession 
and property be preserved distinct till the purposes 
of Heaven should be accomplished. 

To give the lew farther and more certain effect, 
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it was enacted, That if the elder branch of the 
family, and the heir of the inheritance should die 
childless, his next elder brother or nearest male 
relation should marry the widow; and that the 
issue of such marriage should be deemed to belong 
to the deceased, should assume his name, and sac 
ceed to his inheritance. Here then was the family 
of Elimelech ready to be extinguished : he and his 
two sons were all dead without posterity. Naomi 
was past child-bearing, the lands were ready to pass 
into the hands of strangers for want of an heir, 
the hope of succession existed alone in the person 
of Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mablon. 
The measure therefore recommended by Naomi, 
and adopted by Ruth, was neither less nor more 
than a legal call on Boaz, as the supposed nearest 
kinsman of that branch of the family, to fulfil the 
duty of that relation: Naomi not knowing, or 
having, forgotten, that there was a kinsman still 
nearer than him. Boaz, apprised of this, and re« 
specting the laws of God and of his country, pre- 
ferably to his own passions and predilection, refers 
the whole cause to a fair, open, judicial decision. 
The conduct of Boaz throughout is exemplary 
and worthy of commendation : it bespeaks at once 
a wise and a good man, We have expatiated at 
considerable length on his charecter asa man of 
piety, regularity, and humanity; we have bestowed 
on him the just tribute of admiration and respect 
as a man of sensibility, as susceptible of pity for 
the miserable, of kintnes to the stranger, of leve 
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for a deserving object. His character acquires much 
additional respectability from this last consideration, 
connected with the delicacy of his situation as a 
man and a citizen. His partiality to Ruth was clear 
and decided. In the confidence of virtue she had 
put herself entirely in his power ; and what use did 
he make of this advantage? Never was father more 
tender of the reputation and chastity of his daugh- 
ter. Every selfish consideration is sunk in sense of 
propriety, in respect to the divine authority, in 
solicitude about the honour and interest of the 
woman whom he loved. His partiality to Ruth was 
decided, but the right of redemption was in another, 
and he nobly disdains to avail himself of wealth, of 
power, of prior possession, to the prejudice of that 
right. What is the victory of the warlike hero com- 
pared to this triumph of a man over himself! What 
are the trophies stained with blood, opposed to the 
silent applause of a good conscience, and to the ap- 
probation of Almighty God! I see him bringing the 
cause to the determination of the judges with the 
&irmness of an honest man, with the anxiety of a 
man in love, and with the resignation of one who 
feared the Lord, and who committed all to the con- 
duct of infinite wisdom. Characters shine by con- 
trast. The nearer kinsman’s versatility, disin- 
genuousness, and insensibility to shame, serve as 2, 
feil to the firmness, candour, and delicacy of Boaz, 
‘When the former hears of 2 geod bargain, when he 
considers the advantage of his birth as the means of 
stopping inte » vacant inheritance upon easy terios, 
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he is all acquiescence and eagerness; but the 
moment that he hears of the condition under which 
he is to purchase, of the assumption of the widow, 
of the relief of the miserable, of transmitting the 
mame of Elimelech, not his own, to posterity, 
together with his lands, he instantly cools, he 
submits to the infamy of having “ his shoe pulled 
“ off,” of being publicly spit upon, of having his 
house branded with’ a note of disgrace, and he 
Teaves the field open to a much better man than 
himeelf. 

It is much easier to conceive than to describe the 
solicitude of the parties, while the cause was yet in 
dependance. What a blow must it have been to the 
heart of Boaz, when he on whom the law bestowed 
the preference declared his assent to the proposal; 
what a disappointment to the hopes of Naomi, who 
had evidently set her mind on this match; what a 
damp thrown on the wishes and expectations of 
Ruth, on whose susceptible heart the goodness and 
generosity of Boaz must have made a deep impres- 
sion! What a relief to them all, to hear him 
solemnly retract his assent, resign his right, and 
submit to the penalty. Those are the genuine 
delights of human life at which we arrive through 
danger and difficulty, which are the immediate gift 
of Heaven, which we have not employed improper 
arts to acquire, and which we can therefore enjoy 
without shame or remorse. The felicity which we 
are in too great haste to grasp, which we pursue 
independent of God and religion, which by crooked 
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paths we arrive at, proves st best a cloud in the 
embrace, often a serpent full of deadly poison in 
the boom. The very delays which Providence 
interposes, the sacrifices which a sense of duty 
offers up, the mortifications to which conscience 
submits, enhance the value and heighten the relish 
of our lawful comforts. 

Let us apply this observation to the three leading 
personages in this interesting tale. Naomi sits down, 
and thus meditates with herself; “ With what fair 
“ prospects did I begin the world; the wife of a 
prince, a mother in Israel, among the first in 
“rank, in wealth, in expectation. But how early 
“wero my prospects clouded! I was driven by 
* famine from the land of promise, reduced to seek 
* shelter and subsistence among strangers, but sup- 
‘ ported and refreshed by the company and tender- 
* ness of the husband of my tender years, and the 
* presence and improvement of my children: find- 
* ing a new home in the land of Moab, my family 
* respected in a foreign country, reputably allied, 
* comfortably settled. But the cup of prosperity 
* was again dashed from my hand; husband and 
“ sons, the desire of my eyes, were taken away with 
* a stroke; Canaan and Moab were rendered equally 
a place of exile, robbed of that which rendered 
all placea a home, all situations a pleasure; I 
“ was deserted of all but Heaven, and a good young 
“ woman, once the partner of my joys, now my 
« sister in affliction ; behold me fleeing back for the 
relief of my anguish to my native soil and city, 
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“and mortified at finding myself there mote a 
stranger than emong aliens; behold me providen- 
* tially raised into notice and consequence again, 
“ my affectionate daughter nobly allied, the name 
“of Elimelech about to be revived, and his house 
built up! What a strangely checquered life! 
* Naomi and Mara in perpetual succession! But 
“ every thing is ordered wisely and well of Him 
who sees all things at one view ; the latter end ia 
* better than the beginning; behold good arising 
out of evil, and the designs of the Most High 
* hastening to their accomplistment. All is of the 
* Lord of Hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working.” 

The reflections of the Moabitess may be supposed 
to run in this channel: “ What a blessing for me 
“ that I ever became united to an Israelitivh family, 
whatever pangs it may otherwise have cost me} 
“ But for this I should have been like my fathers, a 
worshipper of stocks and stones, the work of 
* men’s hands; a stranger to rational piety, to 
“iaward peace ! Happy loss, which procured for me 
“ this unspeakably great gain: propitious poverty, 
“ which sent, which drove me out in quest of trea~ 
© sures inestimable ; blessed exile, which conducted 
**me to 2 habitation under the wings of the 
* Almighty! What real gain is true godliness! It 
“ has more than the promise, it has the enjoyment 
of the life that now is. Mysterious Providence, 
“ which directed my doubtful, trembling steps to 
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‘ glean in that field, which has in a few short weeks 
“ made such a change in my condition, which has 
* raised me from the lowest, meanest, most forlorn 
“ of dependants, to the highest state of affluence, 
“ease, and respectability; and transplanted me 
“from the vast howling deserts of idolatry and 
* ignorance, to the fair and fertile regions of know- 
ledge, of purity, of hope and joy! What is it to 
“comfort and maintain a mother like Naomi, to 
“find such a friend and husband as Boaz! It is 
“life from the dead. It is of that God who hes 
“ taught me to know and to choose him as my God, 
* and who will never fail nor forsake them who put 
their trust in him.” 

Boaz too finds his situation greatly improved, he 
rejoices and gives God thanks. “ My wealth was 
“great, my garners full, my man-servants and 
S« maidens numerous, dutiful, and affectionate, but 
“J bad no one to share iny prosperity with me, 
% J was solitary in the midst of a multitude: like 
« Adam in Paradise, I was incapable of enjoyment, 
* because destitute of a companion, an help meet 
for me; but God hath provided for me a virtuous 
woman, whose price is above rubies. My house 
“has now received its brightest ornament, my 
“* family its firmest support, my estate its most pru- 
“ dent and faithful dispenser. J have done my duty. 
“ T have respected the majesty of the law. J have 
“ followed where Providence led the way, and I 
‘ baye my reward, in the peace of my own mind, 
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“in the possession of a wise and good woman, in 
* the blessing of that God who has done all things 
* for me, and who does all things wisely and well.” 

Behold a match formed immediately by the hand 
of Providence, through the happy concurrence of 
little incidental circumstances ; a match built, not 
on the brittle foundation of sordid interest, but on 
the solid basis of mutual affection, of generosity, of 
wisdom, of religion; a match pregnant with what 
consequences to Bethlehem-Judah, to all Israel, to 
the human race! 

From this advantage of ground, how pleasant it 
is to trace the sweetly meandering course of the 
river of prophecy and promise united, toward the 
vast, the immeasurable ocean of accomplishment. 
Now the tribe of Judah is rising into consequence, 
now the royal sceptre is ready to be put into his hand, 
never to depart thence “ till Shiloh come, of the 
* increase of whose government and peace there shall 
* be no end: to whom the gathering of the people 
* shall be.” Now the star of Jacob begins to appear. 
Now the * tender plant ” begins to rear its head, and 
the * root ont of the dry ground to spring up ; it 
“ buds and blossoms as the rose, and its smell is as 
™ the smell of Lebanon.” 

But what eye can discover, what created spirit 
take in the whole extent of ‘ God's purpose and 
* grace given in Christ Jesus before the world began,” 
and terminating in the final and everlasting redemp- 
tion of 9 lost world, through faith in bis blood? 
‘The veil of eternity is drawn over it; * Eye hath 
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“ not seen, nor ear heard, neither heave entered 
“into the heart of man, the things which God 
“bath prepared for them that love him.” 1 Cor. 
ii. g. “ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
* it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
“know that, when he shall appear, we shail be 
“ like him; for we shall see him ashe is.” 3 John 
iii, 2. 

The history of Ruth will be brought to a period 
next Lord’s day. 

You see, men and brethren, the object which is 
closely kept in view, through every era of time, 
under all dispensations, and by whatever instru- 
ments, The work of God cannot stand still, his 
purpose cannot be defeated. One generation of 
men goeth and another cometh, but every suc- 
ceeding generation contributes to the furtherance of 
his design; and whether knowingly or ignorantly, 
voluntarily or reluctantly, all fulfil his pleasure. 

None are forsaken of Providence but those who 
are false to themselves; and till we have done what 
is incumbent upon us, we have neither warrant nor 
encouragement to look up and wish, to expect and 
pray. ; 

Nothing is dishonourable but what is sinful: Po- 
verty which is not the effect of idleness, prodigality, 
or vice, has nothing shameful in it; the glesner 
behind the reapers may be as truly dignified as the 
lord of the harvest. Let lordly wealth cease from 
pride, and virtuous obscurity and indigence from. 
dejection and despair. 
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‘Waste not time, spirits, and thought in airy spe- 
euletion about imaginary situations, but try to make 
the most of that in which infinite wisdom has seen 
meet to place thee. 

Disdain to envy any one, at least until thon hast 
thoroughly examined into the estate of him whom 
thou art disposed to envy. 

He is destitute of the happiest preparation for the 
relish and enjoyment of prosperity, who has not 
ertived at it through the path of adversity. To re~ 
ceive with thankfulness, to enjoy with moderation, 
to resign with cheerfulness, to endure with patience, 
is the highest pitch of human virtue. 

Men are often fulfilling a plan of Providence, 
without intending or even being conscious of 
it. They are acting a double part at the same 
instant; the one private and personal, local and 
transitory, the other public, comprehensive, aad 
permanent: they may be building up at once a 
private family, and the church of God; carrying 
on and maintaining the succession to an inhcri- 
tanee, to a throne, and ministering to the exten- 
sion and progress of a kingdom which shall never 
be moved or shaken. 

In the kingdom of Nature, there is high and low, 
mountain and valley, sameness with diversity: in 
the kingdom of Providence, there is difference of 
rank and station, of talent and accomplishment, of 
fortane and euccess, but a mutual and necessary 
connexion and dependence. In the kingdom of 
grace, there is diversity of gifts and offices, but the: 
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same spirit; and so in the kingdom of glory, diffe- 
Tent degrees of lustre, as stars differ one from an- 
other, but one universal glory of which all the 
redeemed are together partakers, all being kings 
and priests tnto Ged. Throughout the whole there 
is a gradation which at once pleases and confounds, 
that depresses and exalts, that inspires contentment 
and teaches to aspire, that now attracts to the pure 
fountain of uncreated light, and now repels the 
bold inquirer to his native darkness and distance 
again. 

Is it pleasant to survey from the exceeding high 
mountain, where the Christian tabernacle is pitched, 
the course of that river whose streams make glad 
the city of our God? What will it be, from the 
summit of yonder eternal hills, to contemplate the 
whole extent of Emanuel’s land “ watered with the 
‘ pure river of water of life;” to mingle with the 
nations of them that are saved, as they expatiate 
through the blissful groves, planted with the tree of 
life: to converse with the distinguished personages 
who shine on this hallowed page, and shall then 
shine in immortal lustre ; to reap with Boaz a richer 
harvest than ever waved on the plains of Bethlehem- 
Judah ; to assist Naomi in raising her triumphant 
song of praise ; and to rejoice with Ruth, and with 
one another, in our joint reception into God’s ever- 
Jasting kingdom, in our common admission into 
“ the general assembly and church of the first-born.” 
Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of our 
God. We have heard of them with the hearing of 
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the ear, may our eyes be blessed with the sight of 
them. May “ the Lamb who is in the midst of the 
“throne lead us to living fountains of waters; 
“and God wipe away all tears from our eyes."— 
* Amen, Even 20, come, Lord Jesus.” 
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LECTURE XVIIL 


RUTH IV. 18—17. 


So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife; and when he went iu 
unto her, the Lord gave her couception, and she bare 2 son. 
And the women ssid unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, 
which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his 
name may be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee 
a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age. For 
thy daughter-in-law, which loveth thee, which ia bettcr to 
thee than seven sons, hath borne him. And Naomi took the 
child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 
And the women her neighbours gaveit a name,'saying, There 
isason horn to Naomi; and they called bis name Obed. He 
isthe father of Jesse, the father of David. 


Tuere is an obvious resemblance between the 
general plan of the Divine Providence, and the sepa- 
rate and detached parts of it. The life of almost 
every good man oxhibits virtue for a season struggling 
with difficulty, overwhelmed with distress, but 
emerging, rising, triumphing at length. Through 
much tribulation the Christian must enter into the 
kingdom of God, and on his way must be often in 
heaviness through manifold temptations. This is 
the wise ordinance of infinite goodness. Opposition 
rouses, calls forth the latent powers of the soul; 
suecess is heightened .by the danger to which we 
were exposed, by the trouble which it cost us, by 
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the pains which we took ; antecedent labour swect- 
ens rest. Hence, the passages of our own lives which 
we most fondly recollect and relate, and those in the 
lives of others which most deeply engage and interest 
us, are the scenes of depression, mortification, and 
pain through which we have passed. The perils of 
a battle, the horrors of a shipwreck, so dreadful at 
the moment, become the source of lasting joy, when 
the tempest has ceased to roar, and the confused 
noise of the warrior is hushed into silence. 

Fiction, in order to please, is accordingly forced to 
borrow the garb of truth. The hero's sufferings, the 
lover's solicitude and uncertainty, the parent's an- 
guish, the patriot’s conflict, are the subject of the 
drama. When the ship has reached her desired haven, 
when the cloud disperses, when the contest is decid- 
ed, the curtain must drop. Periods of prosperity 
cannot be the theme of history. 

The vast, general system, in like manner, exbibits 
“ the whole creation groaning and travailing in pain 
“ together ;” interest clashing with interest, spirit 
Tising up against spirit, one purpose defeating an- 
other, universal nature apparently on the verge of 
confusign: Chaos and ancient Night threatening to 
Tesume their empire: but without knowledge, design, 
or co-operation, nay, in defiance of concert and co- 
operation, the whole is making a regular, steady 
progress; the muddy stream is working itsclf pure ; 
the discordant m ass is bound as in chains of adamant, 
the wrath of man is =o every succeeding 
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era and event is explaining and confirming that 
which preceded it: all is tending towards one grand 
consummation, which shall collect, adjust, unite, 
and crown the scattered parts, and demonstrate, to 
the conviction of every intelligent being, that all 
was, is, and shall be very good. 

Finite capacity can contemplate and comprehend 
but a few fragments at most: and Scripture has 
furnished us with a most delicious one, in the littio 
history of which I have now read the conclusion. The 
story of Ruth has been considered, by every reader of 
taste, asa perfect model in thatspecies of composition. 
It will stand the test of the most rigid criticism, or 
rather, it is calculated to give instruction and law to 
criticism. With your patience I will attempt a brief 
analysis of it. 

I. The subject is great and important beyond all 
that lieathen antiquity presents: namely, the foun- 
dation and establishment of the regal dignity in the 
house of David, the type and ancestor of the Mcssiah. 
An event in which not one age, one nation, one 
interest is concerned, but the whole extent of time, 
the whole human race, the temporal, the spiritual, 
the everlasting intercsts of mankind. What is the 
demolition of Troy, or the settlement of AEneas in 
Latium, compared to this? Paradise Lost itself 
minst give place to this glorious opening of Paradise 
Regained. 

II. The story is perfect and complete in itself, or, 
as the critic would say, bas a beginning, a middle, 
and an end. Elimelech is driven by famine into 
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banishment, dies in the land of Moab, and leaves 
his family in distress, Here the action commences, 
Naomi and Ruth, united by propinquity, by affec- 
tion, and by distress, are induced to return to Beth- 
lehem-Judah, in hope of effecting a redemption of 
the estate which had belonged to the family, but 
which under the pressure of necessity had been alien- 
ated. Their reception, deportment, and progress, 
form the great body of the piece. The marriage of 
Boaz and Ruth, followed by the birth of Obed, is the 
conclusion of it. 

VII. The conduct of the plot is simple. natural, 
and casy. No catrancous matter, personage, or 
event is introduced, from first to last; the incidents 
follow, and arise out of one another, without force, 
without effort. No extraordinary agency appears, 
because none is requisite: the ordinary powers of 
Nature, and the ordinary course of things, are ade- 
quate to the effect intended to be produced. There 
is no violent or sudden transition, buta calm, rational, 
progressive change from decp sorrow to moderated 
affliction, to composed resignation, to budding 
hope, to dawning prosperity, to solicitous prosecu- 
tion, to partial success, to final and full attainment. 

The discovery of Ruth, of her character, of her 
virtues, of her relation to Boaz, is in the same happy 
style of natural simplicity and ease. On her part 
we see no indecent eagerness to bring herself for- 
ward, no clamorous publication of her distresses or 
pretensions, no affected disguise or concealment to 
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attract observation or to provoke inquiry: on his 
part there is no vehemence of exclamation, no hasti- 
ness of resolution ; but in both we behold the calm- 
ness of good minds, the satisfaction which conscious 
virtue enjoys, in the unexpected discovery of mutual 
attractions and kindred worth. The situations are 
interesting, affecting, governed by the laws of nature 
and probability, and consonant to every day’s expe- 
rience. 

IV. The sentiments are just, arising out of the 
situations, adapted to the characters, guarded equally 
from apathy and violence. The pathetic expostula- 
tion of Rath with her mother-in-law, when she pro- 
posed a separation, is, in particular, a masterpiece of 
native eloquence: at hearing it, the heart is melted 
into tenderness, the tear of sympathy rushes to the 
eye, nature feels and acknowledges the triumph of 
virtue. The sentiment of impassioned sorrow glows 
with equal vehemence on the lips of Naomi, and 
excites, in the bosom of sensibility, pity mingled 
with respect. In Boaz we praise and admire unos- 
tentatious generosity, dignified condescension, honest, 
undisguised affection, a seuse of impartial, inflexible, 
undeviating justice. 

V. The characters are nicely discriminated, 
boldly designed, and uniformly supported. The 
grief of Naomi is verbose, impetuous, and pene- 
tenting; that of Ruth is calin, silent, melting, 
modest. The plans of the mother are sagacious, 
comprehensive; they are the result of reflection, of 
experience; they indicate skill, ability, resolution, 
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perseverance, Those of the daughter are artless 
and innocent; they are the suggestion of the 
moment, the effusion of the heart; they indicate 
candour, sincerity, conscious, unblushing, unsuspect- 
ing rectitude. 

In Boaz the struggle between inclination, pro- 
priety, prudence, and justice is happily designed, 
and forcibly executed : it is a painting from Nature, 
and therefore cannot fail to please. Ilis openness 
and fair dealing also, as was observed in a former 
Lecture, are finely contrasted with the selfishness, 
insincerity, and unsteadiness of the nearer kinsman, 

The character of the servant who was over the 
reapers, though we have but a slight sketch of it, 
discovers the hand of a master, the hand of truth and 
nature. We sec in it the beautiful and interesting 
portrait of unabashed, unassuming inferiority, of 
authority undisfigured by insolence or severity, the 
happy medium between power and dependence, the 
link in the scale of society which connects the 
wealthy lord with the honest labourer, the friend 
and companion of both. 

The rest of the characters are classed in groups, 
but discover a characteristic and decided distinction. 
We have the inquisitiveness, curiosity, hard-heart- 
edness, and indifference of an idle provincial town ; 
the good-nature, hospitality, candour, and cheerful- 
ness of the country. 

The compliments of congratulation presented to 
Boaz on his marriage, and those addressed to Naomi 
on the birth of her grandson, clearly evince the dif 
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ferent train of thought and feeling which dictated 
them, and mark beyond the possibility of mistake 
the sex and sentiment of theaddressers. Ina word, 
the ideas expressed by the several characters in this 
sacred drama are so peculiarly their own, that no 
reader of ordinary discernment needs to be told who 
it is that speaks : the sentiments cannot possibly be 
transferred from onc to another. 

VI. The manners are delincated with the same 
felicity of pencil. We have a faithful répresentation 
of those that are permanent and founded in nature : 
and of those which are local and temporary. When 
I observe those Bethichemites flocking round the 
old woman and her outlandish daughter, plying 
them and one another with questions, circulating 
the Ieer and the whisper, I coald suppose myself 
in one of the gossiping villages whith surround this 
metropolisy whose inhabitants feed on rumour, 
exercise no principle but curiosity, employ no mem- 
ber but the tongue, or the fect, in hunting after 
matcrials for that employment. In the innocent 
festivity, the uncompluining toil, the contented sim- 
plicity, the unaffected benevolence, the unprofess- 
ing piety of that ficld of reapers, I have mingled a 
thousand and a thousand timics. It was the delight 
of childhood, it is the unpainful, the undepressing 
Tetrospect of age. 

We have a representation equally faithful and 

. just, of customs and manners which are loca) and 
temporary ; some of which excite our astonishment, 
some shock our delicacy, and some provoke our 
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mirth, Such are the modes of courtship here de- 
scribed, the transfer of property, the forms of judi- 
cial procedure, the terms of familiar address and 
friendly communication; and the like. These, 
having no intrinsic moral excellence or turpitude, 
are the object of ncither praise nor censure. To 
trace their origin or explain their nature and design, 
may be an innocent amusement, but it were unjust 
to explode them as absurd, or to run them down as 
ridiculous. The antiquarian will revere them for 
their age, the philosopher will investigate them as 
opening a uew path to the knowledge of the human 
heart, the philanthropist will deal with them gently, 
because they are the harmless peculiarities of his 
fellow-creatures, and picty will respect them, as 
presenting another view of the endless variety dis- 
coverable in all the ways and works of the great 
Creator, 

In the permanent manners of mankind we see the 
eternal sameness of the human mind, which no 
change of climate, times, government, education 
can alter: a sameness as discernible and as fixed as 
the number of eyes, arms, and fingers peculiar to 
the species. In those which arc local and transient 
we behold the infinite and endless variety of the 
human powers, which no stability and uniformity 
of Jaw, instruction, discipline, interest, example, 
can arrest and fix, a variety as discernible, as un- 
steady, as unaccountable, as the different shades of 
complexion, the conformation of feature, the mea- 
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suvements of stature, the fluctuations of thought. 
Every thing satisfics, every thing confounds. 

VII. Once more, the language of this charming 
Kile epic history, is plain and perspicuous, elegant 
yet unadorned, nervous yet chaste, simple yet not 
mean or vulgar. It consists of narration and dia- 
Jogne, the former possessing the most exquisite 
degree of grace and case, the latter of vivacity and 
force. ‘There is no obscurity of idea, no redun~ 
dancy of expression, no appearance of labour, no 
artful polish, no tinsel of words, uo disgusting 
tediousticss, no affected conciseness. Like the ge- 
neral code of Scripture, it is capable of neither 
increase or diminution, without sustaining an 
injury. 

Bat the least merit of the piece is its excellency 
as a composition. It forms a most material mem- 
ber of the great building of God, an important link 
in the chain of Providence, an interesting and in- 
structive chapter in the history of redemption. 
The union of Bouz and Ruth can never lose its 
influence, cau uever spend its force. When nature 
expires, and all these things are dissolved, thé 
offspriug of that pair “ shall shine as the origin 
“ of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and 
“ever.” From that root behold a branch hag 
arisen, to which “the nations of them that are 
*aved continually resort, under whose shadow 
“they repose, whose fruit is the source and aupport 
“ of a divine life, whose leaves are for the healing of 
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* the nations.” Let the Jew read this sacred page, 
and glory in his ancestry ; let the scholar read it = 
improve his taste, and extend his knowledge ; le! 
the rustic read it and prize his humble pursuits an 
innocent delights; let the sons of poverty and the 
daughters of affliction read it and cease from despair, 
Ict them learn to “ trust in the Lord, and to do 
§* good ;” let the Christian read it aud “ hold fast the 
beginning of bis confidence,” and ‘ rejoice in hope 
“ of the glory of God” 

The last obvious remark on the history, sorry I 
am to say it, is not highly honourable to human 
nature, While Naomi was poor and friendless, and 
forlorn, she met with litle sympathy, with little 
countenance ; she was permitted to depend for sub- 
sistence on the miserable, unproductive industry of 
a woman weak and wretched as herself; but no 
sooner is she connected with “a mighty man of 
« wealth,” become a mother to Boaz, than the 
whole city is seeking to her; her own sex, in par- 
ticular, we see entering into all her feelings, flat- 
tering all ber natural propensities, accommodating 
themsclves to her little wishes and desires, and 
trying to compensate their former coldness and ne- 
glect by every act of attention, officiousness, and 
zeal. Base spirit! base world! Behold kindness 
pressed upon a man just in proportion as he has no 
need of it ; behold him oppressed with new friends, 
because he has already got too many, caressed by 
those who lately knew him not, praised and flattered 
to his face, by the very tongues which maligned 
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and censured him in his absence. But that man is 
left to continue poor because he is poor. He finds 
no support because he wants it, he stands unbe- 
friended because he has no friend. Shame on the 
fawning sycophants that only fluttcr about in fair 
weather, that only frequent the mansions of the 
tich and great, that turn with the tide, that can 
despise ragged poverty and offer incense to ermined 
villany. 

Let us turn with contempt from the sight, and 
take a last parting look of one of the worthiest, 
best, happiest of human beings—Naomi nursing 
and chcrishing her little graudson in her bosom. 
If there be bliss on earth she now enjoyed it. 
Her honest scheme had succeeded, the name of her 
beloved husband was revived, and his house begun 
to be built up: her amiable and beloved daughter 
was nobly rewarded for her tenderness and attach- 
ment; the inheritance of Elimelech is redeemed, 
and reverted to its proper channel ; the wisdom and 
goodness of Providence are fully justiticd, and a 
prospect of felicity and honour is opened which 
knew no bounds. The miscries of a whole life are 
done away’ in onc hour, are converted into blessings, 
blessings heightened and improved by the memory 
of past woes; the name of Mara is for ever obli- 
terated, and the original, the suitable, the prophetic 
name of Naomi, is restored and confirmed. The 
sensibilities of a grand-mother are peculiarly pure 
and delicate respecting infant offspring. All good 
women are fond of children, to whomsoever they 


‘rer. XVM} HISTORY OF RUTH. 2s 


belong, how much more of their own, whom they 
bare with sorrow, and have brought up with solici- 
tude: but “ that I should live to see my child's 
child, my being is multiplied; I am dropping into 
“the grave, yet reviving in that infant. I feet 
“ myself immortal; this babe will live to put his 
“ hand upon my cyes, and then I shall not feel the 
“ oppression of death; if he survive I cannot all 
 dice."—« Lord now lettest thou thy seroant de- 
‘ part in peace, for mine eyes hace seen thy saloa~ 
“ tion.” 

The Spirit of God has drawn a veil over the feel- 
ings of the mother herself and the expression of 
them, and has left it to imagination to figure the 
felicity of Ruth, the widow of Mahlon, the daugh- 
ter of Naomi, the wife of Boaz, the mother of Obed, 
in surveying the changes of her life, in comparing 
what she was with what shi is. 

And thus have we finished what was intended in 
discoursing on the book of Ruth. | We have consi- 
dered it as a beautiful, because natural representa- 
tion of human life; as a curious and interesting 
detail of important facts; and as an essential, con- 
stituent part of the plan of redemption. It happily 
connects the history of the Israclitish judges with 
that of their kings, and is obviously blended with 
both ; and while it demonstrates the care of Provi- 
dence, in fulfilling tiie promises made to Abraham, 
the friend of God, in prolonging his race, in multi- 
plying his seed, in making kings to arise out of him, 
it unfolds the more enlarged and comprehensive 
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purpose of the Eternal mind; it points directly for- 
ward to that ‘ Seed in whom all the families of the 
‘¢ earth shall be blessed ;” it shows the subserviency 
of all that preceded, to the evangelical dispensation; 
it breathes good-will to men. The reception of Ruth, 
2 Gentile, within the pale of the church of the living 
God; ler advancement to honour, her participation 
of the privileges of a mother in Isracl, are a happy 
prefiguration of the admission of the whole Gentile 
world within the bond of God's covenant. We 
see the work of God still going forward and prosper- 
ing; the work of mercy cnlarging, extending its 
sphere; all bending forward to that grand consum- 
mation, when * Israel too shall be saved,” and the 
ancient people of God brought into a communication 
of the blessings of the Gospel, together with ‘ the 
* fulness of the Gentile nations ;”_ when there shall 
** be one shepherd and one sheepfold ;” when Jew 
and Gentile shall arise together from the dead, 
© because Christ doth give them life.” 

The birth of Obed, the father of Jesse, the father 
of David, brings the history of the world down to the 
year 2697, from the Creation, and before Christ 
1307, and it conducts us to the eve of the establish- 
ment of kingly power in Israel. ‘ 

How many generations of men have passed in re- 
view before us, in the course of these few years’ 
evening exercises, from the history of Adam down 
to Boaz! What changes lias the audience undergone, 
since first it collected in this view! What deep and 
affecting changes will a few more seasons produce! 
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The turning of the page will prescnt a new preacher, 
new hearers, a different plan, a different arrangement, 
different intcrests, different feelings. The separation 
of this night may be final and permanent. We 
bend together, gracious God, with wonder and 
gratitude before thy throne. Spared together so 
many ycars longer, “cumberers of the ground” that 
we are; our bodics preserved in health, our minds 
in tranquillity: blegsed with friendship, blessed 
with sufficiency, blessed with the means of improve. 
ment, blessed with hope! Ah, we are unworthy of 
the least of thy favours, and we have been distin- 
guished by the choicest and best! Make us to feel 
thy goodness and our own unworthiness ; help us to 
live more to thy glory. As our interest in the world 
diminishes, as years increase, as grey hairs multiply, 
as friends depart, as co:nforts fail, as eternity ad- 
vanees, let our faith strengthen, let our spirits rise 
to thee, let our prospects brighten, let our ardour 
after immortality kindle. ‘fhe nearer we approach to 
thee, let our resemblance to thee become more ap- 
parent; Iet the Spirit of [Icaven, the Spirit of the 
blessed Jesus, be imparted to us, that, living and 
dying, we may edify the world, bea blessing to all 
connected with us, and still enjoy inward peace. 
And as we separate from time to time, may it be in 
the sweet expectation of mecting togetiier in the re- 
gions of everlasting purity, love, ard joy. “ The 
“grace of our Lord Jesus Chriss be with your 
spirits. Amen.” 
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LECTURE XIX. 


1S4MUEL J. 1—8. 


Yow there was a certain man of Ramathain-zophim, of mount 
Ephraim, and his nanie was El,auah, the son of Jeroham, 
the son of Ehhu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an 
Ephrathite. And be had two wives; the name of the one 
was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. And 
this man went up out of his city yearly, to worship and to 
sacrifice unto*the Lord of hosts in Shiloh, And the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinebas, the priests of the Lord, 
were there. And when the time was that Elkanah offered, 
he gave to Pepinnah his wife, and to ail her sons und her 
deughters, portions, But unto Hannah he gave # worthy 
portion: for he loved Hannah; but the Lord had shut up 
her womb And her adversary also provoked her sore, for 
to make her fret, because the Lord had shut up her womb. 
And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the 
shouse of the Lord; 20 she provoked her: therefore she 
wept, and did not eat. Then said Elkanah her husband to 
her, Hannah, why weepestthou? and why catest thou not? 
and why is thy heart grieved ? am not I better to thee than 
ten sons? 


SIMILAR causes ever have produced, and ever 
will produce, similar effects. You may shifl the scene 
fron one age and country to another, but like beings, 
the same spirit, the same passions and pursuits, arise 
continually to view. The difference between period 
and period, nation and nation, city and city, man 
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and man, consists merely in a few abitrary customs, 
various forms of speech and modes of behaviour ; 
but the great principles of human nature, the great 
moving springs of human actions, are universal and 
invariable. What then is so absurd as to tax others 
with absurdity, only because their language, man- 
ners, or prejudices, do not exactly coincide with our 
own? 

As the principles of our nature, so the rules of the 
divine government are similar and uniform. The 
views, passions, and interests of men are the hinges 
on which the mighty engine revolves. Every little 
individual moves and acts in his own proper sphere, 
like the stars in tite firmament of heaven, but all 
move and act together under the influence of one 
great commanding power, which animates and 
directs the whole. Every ouc possesses, aud feels, 
and exercises its separate intelligence, and all are, 
at the same time, checked, impelled, sustained by 
one supreme intelligence which is above all, through 
all, and in all. 

The justest and most accurate, the most useful 
and instructive representations of human life and 
conduct, are to be found in this divine record. The 
actors in this sacred and interesting drama are 
personages of the very highest distinction, patri- 
archs and prophets, legislators and kings; but we 
are never permitted, for a single moment, to forget 
that they arealso men. In their form and features 
we behold our own image reflected. In the emotions 
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by which they were agitated, in the objects which 
they pursued, we recognize our own aversions and 
desires, our own pursuits and attainments, our own 
mortifications and success. 

We are now entering on the history of one of the 
greatest among the prophets, and that history is 
delineated by his own pencil. He begins it with a 
description of his father’s family, previous to his own 
birth, and with a faithful representation of the dif- 
ferent characters of which it was composed, And this 
will furnish ample matter for the present Lecture. 

Elkanah, the father of Samuel, from the genea- 
logical deduction here presented, was a Levite of the 
family of the Kohathites, and is denominated a man 
of Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, from 
his being born or residing in that city. 

Men vf eminence, as has often been observed, 
confer celebrity on cities and countries ; but poor is 
that merit which is denved from no other source but 
man’s parentage, or from the place of his birth, 
The Levitical tribe was scattered over the whole 
country, and during the disorderly times which 
succecded the death of Joshua, their residence and 
their services seem to have been regulated by no 
certain and fixed standard. Elkanah’s ancestors for 
many generations are mere names in the historic 
page; they are shadows without a substance; and 
he himself borrows the fame and lustre in which be 
is transmitted to us, from the reputation, ability, 
and distinction of his nobler son; whose children, 
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in their turn, sink into infamy, and ,thence into 
oblivion. 

The first article in Elkanah’s domestic economy, 
presented to our consideration, is an imputation upon 
his wisdom, if not upon his piety: “ He had two 
“ wives.” Polygamy, or a plurality of wives, was a. 
practice at that time indeed connived at, but no 
where, and.at no period, was it sanctioned by law: 
it was a practice not indeed condemned by statutes 
and punishments, but sufficiently condemned by 
effects and consequences. It is of very little impor- 
tance to inquire whetlier it be forbidden, if it can 
be proved unreasonable, unwise, inexpedient. And 
for such proof we have but to recur to the domestic 
history of Abraham, of Jacob, of Elkanah, and of 
every family in which it prevailed. [Jaanah was 
probably the prior wile, and it is presumable, that 
the disappointment of not having children by her, 
suggested the hazardous experiment of a double 
marriage; and the event demonstrated that every 
deviation from the path of rectitude leads directly to 
its own chastisement. 

The mortification of ITannah, already too much 
to bear, is grievously imbittered by the assumption of 
a rival in the affection of her husband, and it be- 
comes intolerable by the fruitfulness of that rival. 
And thus, by one ill-advised step, all the parties 
are rendered unhappy, and without any high degree 
of criminality on any side. Elkanah’s peace is in- 
cessantly disturbed by the mutual jealousy, and 
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bitterness, and strife of those conjoined, who sepa- 
rately might have contributed to soothe and soften 
the cares of life. The pleasure of having children is 
marred and impaired to Peninnah,by the ill-disguised 
partiality of the father of her children to another. 
The misery of barrenness is dreadfully aggravated 
to Hannah, by the crucl mocking and taunts of her 
merciless adversary. And what became of the chil- 
dren all the while? Were they likely to be well 
and wisely educated amidst all those domestic jar- 
tings? Hated and opposed by more than a step-mo- 
thor's rancour, spoiled by the over-indulgence of 
maternal tenderness, striving to compensate that 
rancour aud hatred; secretly caressed, openly ne- 
glected by an embarrassed father, who was now 
afraid to express, and now to conceal the honest 
emotions of nature. It is not vice only that destroys 
human comfort. And if mere imprudence involves 
aman in so many difiiculties and distresses, how 
dreadful must it be to bear continually in one’s bo- 
som the burning coal of an ill conscience. 

Happily for Elkanah and his house, family dis. 
cord did not extinguish family religion; he went 
up regularly with all his household to worship the 
Lord at Shiloh, at the great yearly festivals. The 
law commanded the attendance of the males only on 
such occasions; but whether it were that a higher 
sense of picty induced him to appear before Jehovah 
rejoicing with all that were his;]or whether he 
hoped to allay the ferment of fierce and angry spirits, 
in the soul-composing exercises of devotion, both 
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hiv wives attended him to the service of the sanctu- 
ary, and sat down together with him at the sacrifice 
of peace-offering. It was wisely and well intended. 
The fire of malignity fades and dies in presence of 
the pure flame of love divine, as material fire is ab. 
sorbed and extinguished when exposed to the rays 
of the glorious orb of day. It was well intended. 
Had he not reason to hope that Hannah would for- 
get her misery, and Paninnah her pride, in the pre- 
sence of God ; that the power of religion, and the 
prospects of itnmortality, might haply unite those 
whom passion and interest had severed? But ifsuch 
were his intention, he succeeded not. And that he 
aucceeded not is to be imputed in part to bis own 
weakness. The beloved wife must be distinguished 
by a “worthy portion,” and to render it more ine 
sulting, at a public festival, and before envious, 
watchful eyes, those of Peninnah and ler sons and 
daughters, Thus through some mixture of folly 
in ourselves, through the craftiness and malignity 
of another, or through some untowardness of ar- 
rangement, over which we had no power, and 
neither could foresee nor prevent, the best designs 
miscarry, medicine is converted into poison, and 
religion is made a minister of wrath and unright- 
eousness, 

Who does not here recollect a certain ‘ coat of 
“* many colours,” which cost so dear to him who 
gave, andto him who wore it? Who is not warn- 
ed to guard against, or at least to conceal, partial 
eifections, where claims are equal? Who does not 
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fee] the importance of bringing to the altar of Goda 
spirit elevated above all temporal considerations ? 

Not only was the good-natured intention of 
Elkanah frustrated, but the worship of God was 
profaned: and wretched indeed must be the state 
of that family, where religion not only fails to con- 
ciliate, but tends to alienate, irritate, and inflame. 
« Elkanah loved Hannah, but the Lord bad shut 
“up ber womb.”"—The absence of one desired 
blessing renders the possession of a thousand others 
tasteless and insipid. ‘The moderating hand of eter- 
nal Providence rectifics the disorders, and counter- 
acts the violence, of human passion ; preserves the 
balance froma preponderaney too great, or too last- 
ing, on cither side; and conducts all to the happiest 
issuc at length, 

But an evil which comes immediately from 
Heaven is by that very consideration rendered both 
tolerable and salutary. The Lord can do nothing 
but what is right; in wrath he remembers love; 
* heatilicts not willingly, nor grieves the children of 
men, not for his pleasure, but their profit.” But 
alas, there was mingled in Hannah's cup an ingre- 
dient which converted the whole into wormwood 
and gall; “her adversary also provoked her sore, 
“ for to make her fret, because the Lord had shut 
“up her womb.” What relish had now the double 
portion, though the token of a fond husband's un- 
abuted kindness? ‘The insulting words and looks of 
her pitiless “ adversary” are as vinegar upon nitre: 
how ureadful was it to have a calamity which was in~ 
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cessantly, though secretly, preying upon her vitals, 
incessantly thrown in her teeth; home rendered a 
burthen; the place of sacrifice perverted into a 
habitation of discord ; fire snatched with unhallow- 
ed hands from the altar of Jehovah to kindle the 
gloomy fire of hell! There needs no tormenting 
fiend to ascend from the bottomless pit, armed with 
scorpions, to plague and torture wretched mortals; 
see, they are armed like furies onc against another, 
they exult in one another's pain ; relentless, remorse- 
less, they “ say not, it is enough.” 

Dreadful it is to think that this angry, vengeful 
spirit continued to agitate and torment those un- 
happy women for many years together; and what 
is hell, but a state ofunabating, growing animosity 
and hatred? “ As he went up year by year, when 
* she went up to the house of the Lord, so she pro- 
* voked her.” In female bosoms can such malig- 
nity dwell? Ah, what so bad as the good corrupt- 
ed, perverted! Behold a rancour which no time 
could enfeeble, no sense of shame restrain, and 
which the sacredness of the sanctuary served 
only to imbitter and inflame! Can it be possible, 
merciful Father, can it be possible that such a fell 
spirit should ever have accompanied any of us to thy 
house of prayer? Can“ the same tongue utter 
blessing and cursing;” dere we say “ we love 
* God, whom we have not seen, while we hate” or 
despise “ a brother,” a sister, “ whom we have 
st seen?” “ Search me, O God, and know my 
“heart: try me, and know niy thoughts: and see 
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“if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
“in the way everlasting.” Psalm exxxix, 23, 24. 

It is greatly to the honour of Hannah, that all 
this cruel and insulting treatment drew from her no 
indecent return. Though grieved in spirit, pro- 
voked, fretted beyond all enduring, we hear of no 
furious appeal to the partial tenderness of her hus- 
band, no railing for railing, norash malediction, no 
furious threatening of revenge. It is not easy to 
govern the spirit; it is not always possible to com- 
mand the temper under offence and insult; but the 
tongue is in every one’s power, improper words 
admit of no defence, and rage is but a poor apology 
for abuse and blasphemy. But she pines away in 
silent sorrow. ‘ She wept, and did not cat.” Those 
seasons of rejoicing before the Lord, those times of 
refreshing to every other daughter of Israel, were 
to her days of heaviness and woe, What significs 
a jarge portion to one who has no appetite? What 
is the prosperity of her people, to one who, like a 
dried branch, is cut off from all interest in pos- 
terity, who secs the name and honours of her be- 
Joved husband passing away to the children of an- 
other, the children of one who hated her¢ Alas, 
the spirit of devotion itself is checked and repress- 
ed by the incessant, unrelenting stings of envy and 
Jealousy ; life is hecome a burden to her. 

The deep affliction with which she was over- 
whelmed could not escape the attentive eyes of El- 
kanah. Though her tongue said nothing, her eyes, 
her tears, her dejection, her abstinence, her sighs, 
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betrayed abundantly the anguish of her soul. 
* Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannahs 
“ why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and 
« why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee 
* than ten sons?” To what distress has the good 
man reduced himeelf ? Now he severely feels the 
effect of his own imprudence, and laments his 
having tried the dangerous experiment which robbed 
him of all domestic quiet, which disturbed tlie fes- 
tivity of the solemn rendezvous at Shiloh, and 
threatened to produce one day some tragical event 
in his family. 

Sympathy, if it does not wholly dispel our mi- 
series, pours at least a temporary balm into the 
wound, and “ soothes pain fora while.” Hanuah 
becomes composed, and the feast is concluded. 
There is still one refuge loft for the miserable, one 
remedy against despair, one friend able and ready 
to help in every time of trouble ; and our eyes with 
complacency follow the mourner, not into her se- 
cret retirement, to spend her sorrow in unavailing 
tears, or to curse the day in which she was born; 
not into the round of giddy dissipation, to drown re- 
flection and anxiety in the poisoned chalice of intem- 
perate mirth and jollity; but to the place of prayer, 
but to the door of mercy, but to the dawn of hope. 

We shall presently find, that what related to the 
externals of God’s worship was at that time but 
badly conducted in Israel; the “ sons of Eli were 
 gons of Belial,” they “ knew aot the Lord.” Bat 
be the minister who he will, the word and service 
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of God cannot be rendered of none effect. Not only 
the spirit of picty, bute sense of common decency 
waa now lost in the Levitical priesthood: when it 
pleased God to make this very afflicted woman the 
means in his hand to restore the dignity, purity, and 
importasce of the sacred function, to revive the 
decayed interests of religion, and to bring forward the 
great events which ate so intimately connected with 
the things which belong to our everlasting peace. 

When we look into human life, whether as ex- 
hibited on the hallowed page of inspiration, or by 
our own observation and experience, we shall find, 
that most of the “ ills which flesh is heir to” may 
easily be traced up to some imprudence, heedlessness, 
or transgression of the man himself, who, before he 
was aware, found himself involved in difficulties 
and distresses the native effects of his own miscon- 
duct, but which he foresaw not, apprehended not, 
and which he never could intend. I know how poor 
a consolation it is, to tell a man, * you have nobody 
© but yoursclf to blame,” and to upbraid him with 
the warning which you gave him, and he would not 
take: but it is not, for that, useless for one to dis- 
cover the source, cause, and progress of his calamity. 
The case must be bad indeed, or his eyes must 
have been opened very late, or his “ heart hardened 
* through the deceitfulness of sin,” if he cannot 
turn to some good account the reflections of maturer 
judgment, the admonitions and chastisement of ex- 
perience, the pain and remorse of an iJ conscience, 
or the mistakes and wanderings of a good one. 
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There are steps in conduct which are irretrievable, 
and therefore ought not to be tampered with. The 
excessive use of the most wholesome food will at 
Jength overwhelm the strongest constitution; the 
occasional application of what is doubtful or un- 
wholesome may undermine or waste it, but poison 
is certain death; and the sagacity of a brute, the 
understanding of a child, is sufficient to distinguish 
between poison and food, perhaps not between poison 
and medicine. 

To how many gracious, social, civil, and moral 
purposes, may not the wise and proper use of 
religious services be applied? The man who has per- 
formed with understanding and feeling the devotions 
of the closet, will issue from it in a higher state of 
preparation for every duty of life. Filled with 
veneration for his heavenly Father, “ who seeth,” 
and with whom he has been conversing, “in secret,” 
he breathes good-will to man. The emotions of 
every unkind, ungentle, unjust affection are stifled, 
extinguished, forgotten. The principles of benevo- 
Jence and benignity have acquired new life and 
energy. He is disposed to meet the ills of life with 
more firmness and fortitude, and to enjoy its bless- 
ings with a more exquisite relish. Hanuah, having 
poured out her soul to God, ‘ went her way, and 
5 did eat, and her countenance was no more sad.” 
The devotion of the morning will prove the best 
assistant toward conducting the business of the 
coming day; and that of the evening is the hap- 
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piest review and improvement of the past. From 
-him who habitually begins and ends every thing 
with God, you may reasonably expect the fruits of 
a good and honest heart, “ speech alway with 
* grace seasoned with salt,” and order in conduct, 
more than from other men: more works of mercy, 
more fair dealing, more steadiness in friendship; 
and less of the rancour of opposition, less of the 
self-sufficiency of pride, less of the malignity of 
envy; for the Jove of God absorbs all those baleful, 
malignant fires. 

The devotions of the family, in like manner, pro- 
duce the happiest effects within that sphere. How 
soothing, how cementing, how conciliating they 
are! Does common calamity press? Itt is allevi- 
ated, it in sanctified, it is done away, when the 
* care is cast upon God,” when the burthen is trans- 
forred to a Father in heaven, who stands engaged 
to remove it, or to render it a blessing. Is domestic 
prosperity abounding, increasing? What an addi- 
tional lustre, value, sweetness does it derive from 
union, from piety, from a common sense of oblige- 
tion and dependance? Have offences come? Has 
peace been disturbed? Are the bonds which united 
husband and wife, parent and child, brother and 
brother, master and servant, unhappily broken? 
The moment that the healing address, “ Our 
‘ Father who art in Heaven,” reaches the ear, every 
soul is peace, the spirit of love pervades the whole, 
and the voice ofydiscord is heard no more. When 
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pardon is implored from Him whom all have offend- 
ed, the stony heart relents, melts, forgives, for he 
needs to be forgiven. 

The influence of public worship likewise, where 
it has not degenerated into mere form, is the strong- 
est cement of society. It serves to consolidate men 
of various ranks and conditions, with their several 
talents and abilities, into one compact, efficient, 
well organized body, ready to act with one heart 
and one soul, in the cause of God and their country. 
Little shades of difference, in men truly good, will 
unite instead of disjoining. Our great national 
assemblies are obliged, by law, to open their sittings 
for public business, by acts of public devotion. The 
reason and intention of the law, and of the practice 
founded upon it, are abundantly obvious. If the 
effect does not follow to the extent that might be 
wished—it must be concluded, that the devotional 
part of the sitting is neglected; that formality has 
extinguished the flame; or that difference of re- 
ligious sentiment, or, what is still worse, indifference 
to all religion, mar and weaken and distract the 
whole. The prevalency of a worldly spirit must at 
length prove fatal to picty, and when piety is gone, 
public spirit is on the decline, and will not long sur- 
vive. 

But we have in the history under review a melan- 
choly instance of what frequently happens to this 
day, and under a happier dispensation of religion— 
seasons and places of devotion perverted into the 
instruments of kindling and exercising the ungra- 


eo HISTORY OF HANNAH, (Leer, X15, 


cious, the unsocial, the unkind affections. How 
often is the sanctuary of God profaned, by being 
made the scene of displaying the rivalship of beauty, 
of dress, of equipage, of rank and affluence? The 
humbling services of the meek and lowly Jesus are 
unnaturally forced into the ministers of pride and 
vainglory. The tranquillity of the day of sacred 
rest, and its gentle, peaceful employments, give a 
birth, which they detest and disclaim, to the whis- 
perof envy, and the noise of slander. The feast 
of love is disturbed, the sacrifice of peace is defiled 
by the impure claws of harpies; and “ the house of 
“ prayer, is turned into a den of thieves.” “ Surely, 
“ my beloved brethren, these things ought not #0 to 
“ be.” 

Happily for us, the influence of the Gospel, and 
the laws of our country, and the spirit of the times, 
prevent the practice which threw Elkanah’s family 
into such a flame; and which, wherever it has pre- 
vailed, has been productive of confusion and every 
evil work, May a purer religion, and wiser institu- 
tions, and a more enlightened spirit produce a 
more perfect morality, promote domestic happiness, 
and extend and secure national prosperity. 

We now proceed farther to unfold, from the 
Sacred History, the character and conduct of Han- 
nah; earnestly praying, that with “all” the rest 
of “ Scripture,” which “is given by inspiration of 
God,” it may prove profitable “for doctrine, and 
§ for reproof, and for correction, and for instruction 
‘in righteousness.” 
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LECTURE XX. 


41 SAMUEL I. 9—18, 


So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after 
they had drank. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by 
B post of the temple of the Lord. And she was in bitterness 
of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. And 
she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmnid, 
ber me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto 
thine handmaid a man-child, then I will give him unto the 
Lord all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come 
upon his head, And it came to pass as she continued pray- 
ing before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. Now 
Hannah, she spake in her heat, only her lips moved, but 
her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had 
been drunken. And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou 
be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. And Wanna 
answered and said, No, my lord, 1 ama woman of a sorrow- 
fal spirit: I have drank neither wine nor strong drink, but 
have poured out my sonl before the Lord. Count not thine 
handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance 
of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto. Then Eli 
answercd and said, Gio in peace, and the God of Israel grant 
thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him. And she said, 
Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman 
went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no 
more sad, 





Tue support and the consolations administered 
by religion are adapted to the nature and neces~ 
sities of man. The exercises which it prescribes 
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arise out of the circumstances and events of human 
life ; and the being and perfections of God present 
themselves to us according as we pass from one con- 
dition to another. There are comforts which no 
one but God could have bestowed ; there is wretched- 
ness which God only can relieve. Hence the soul 
rises directly to the Giver of all good in transports 
of gratitude, and cleaves to Him when every other 
refuge fails. Hence all that is known by the name 
of prayer is at once the voice of Nature, the result 
of reason, and a dictate of religion. 

What is the confession of the penitent, but the 
trembling hope of a guilty creature toward the Ged 
of mercy, flecing from the judgment of unrelenting, 
unforgiving man; from the persccution of an awak- 
ened, an accusing conscience, to a proclamation of 
peace and pardon from Eleaven ? What is the resig- 
nation of the paticnt, but a devout acknowledgment 
of unerring wisdom, which does all things well, and. 
which afflicts in loving-kindness? What is the cry 
of distress, hut an appeal to Omnipotence for that as- 
sistance which the powers of Nature cannot bestow? 
What is adoration, but the faculties ofan intelligent 
being lost in the contemplation of infinite perfection? 
Even the rash and impious appeals to Heaven which 
are uttered by the thoughtless and profane, demon- 
strate that piety and prayer are founded in the very 
constitution of our nature. Why does that blas- 
phemer take the name of the Lord God in vain; why 
swears he by the great and terrible name of Jeho- 
vah; why is his imprecation sanctioned by that 
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tremendous signature; why are the emotions of 
anger, of pain, of surprise, of joy, enforced by the 
names and attributes of Deity? The wretch who 
thus tramples on his law, insults his authority, de- 
fies his power, is in those very acts of horror pay- 
ing an involuntary homage to the God of truth and 
justice, and obliquely confesses that divine perfec. 
tion which he has the boldness to violate. 

We turn from the dreadful practice with holy in- 
dignation, to contemplate the desponding mourner 
fleeing for rest and relief in the bosom of a father 
and a God; and to learu lessons of piety, and 
derive nourishment to hope, from the experience of 
others, 

We have seen the disorder of a family in Israel 
occasioned by the foolishness of nan; we are now 
to consider that disorder rectified, and turned into 
a source of domestic joy and public felicity through 
the wisdom and goodness of God. The solemnity 
of the yearly sacrifice, and the chcerfulness of the 
feast, had been continually imbittered and destroyed 
to Hannah, by reflection on her state of reproach 
among the daughters of Israel, and by the merciless 
msults of her rival and adversary. The kind atten- 
tions, and affectionate remonstrances of a beloved 
husband soothe for a moment, but cannot remove, 
the anguish that preyed upon her heart. She looks 
with impatience, through the tediousness of the en- 
tertainment, to the hour of retirement; and, .23 
soon as decency permits, she exchanges the house 
of mirth for the bouse of prayer. 
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If any one is afflicted let him pray.” And 
who is not ready to give testimony to the salutary 
influence of this hallowed employment? The sup- 
pliant thus disburthens the mind of a joad before 
intolerable ; the effusion of tears cools and refreshes 
the heart. Prayer does not always bring down the 
grace that is solicited, but verily it has produced its 
effect when the spirit is moulded into the will of the 
Most Iligh. Prayer prevails not to obtain that par- 
ticular blessing, but behold it is crowned with an- 
other and a greater benefit. The expected good 
comes not exactly at the time and in the way in 
which it was entreated, but it is conveyed at the 
most proper season, and in the fittest way ; and how 
much is the enjoyment heightened and sweetened 
by the delay! Thus, whether the wrestler ‘as a 
* prince has power with God, and prevails,” or by 
a touch is made sensible of his weakness and in- 
feriority, God is gloritied, and the divine life is pro- 
moted, 

The memoirs of this good woman's life compre- 
hend buta very short period, a few years at most. 
Lerein consists one of the excellencies of the sacred 
writings, Other biographers drag you with them 
into,dry, uninteresting details of events which had 
much better becn forgotten. You are wearied out 
With the laborious display of childish prattle, the pre- 
tended prognostic of future eminence, or with the 
doating, imperfect, distorted recollections of a wretch- 
ed old man who has outlived himself. There are in 
truth very few particulars in any man’s life worthy of 
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being recorded ; and of those who really have lived, 
avery short memoir indeed will serve all the valu- 
able purposes of history. 

Every thing of importance for us to know respect- 
ing Hannah, is what related to the birth of her son 
Samuel; and to that accordingly the Scripture ac- 
count of her isconfined. She is the fourth, as far as 
we recollect, on the face of the Sacred History, who 
is represented in nearly similar circumstances, and 
she is not the least respectable of the four. Sarah 
“ laughed,” staggering at the promise of God through 
unbelief, Rebekah seems to have borne her trial with 
listlessness and indifference; and Rachael, irritated 
with hers, loses all sense of shame and decency, and 
exclaims, “Give me children, else I die.” Hannah feels 
her calamity as 2 woman, deplores it as 2 woman, 
and seeks deliverance from it as one who believed 
in the power and grace of God. 

Observe the more delicate shades in her character. 
She rose not up till “after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
“ and after they had drunk.” She had patience and 
self-government sufficient to carry her, without any 
apparent disquietude, through the formalities of 2 
public assembly, which must have beeh very pain- 
ful, irksome, and disgusting to ber. She would 
rather constrain herself than make others uneasy; 
and pine in secret rather than permit her private 
griefs to spread a gloom over the innocent communi- 
cations of society. Tell me, if you will, that the 
remark is frivolous, and the doctrine unedifying. I 

You. IV. x 
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shall neither feel mortified nor complain, provided 
you permit me to think that nothing is frivolous that 
tends to unfold the excellence and importance of the 
female character, and nothing uncdifying which 
serves to improve the better part of our specics in the 
knowledge of the means whereby both their respec- 
tability and importance may be effectually promoted. 
I repeat it therefore confidently, that Hannah is here 
represented as exemplifying a hard lesson, but one 
of high importance to all her sex. Who docs not 
know, my female friends, that your condition and 
place in society necessarily subject you to many eruel 
privations, many mortifying constraints? What 
heart but sympathizes with you, obliged as you are 
to bear and to forbear, in patience and silence, and 
to practise painful duty without so much as the poor 
reward of notice and approbation? But, trust me, 
you have often, when you little think of it, the ad- 
miration and esteem of the more attentive and judi- 
cious; you have the sweet consolation of reflecting 
that you are endeavouring to act well; you can look 
up in humble hope to that God who seeth in seerct ; 
and who observes and records what the world over- 
looks or forgets. 

How pitiable, on the other hand, are those un- 
happy females, who dream of deriving consequence 
from vexing and disturbing all around them, by per- 
petually bringing forward their personal vexations, 
as if the world had nothing to mind but them, and 
their real or imaginary grievances. 

Bat this, as was said, is only a shade in the 
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character; the great, striking feature, is a fervid, 
importunate, aspiring spirit of devotion. Sighs and 
tears are the language of Nature sinking under its 
own woe, ofa “ heart that knows its own bitterness ;” 
praycr is the language of faith in, and hope towards 
God, the exertion of a soul struggling to get free, 
casting its burden upon the Lord, and acquiring 
strength from exercise. There is a beautiful and 
affecting copiousness in her expression. She ad- 
dresses God as the Lord of universal nature, who 
“ doth according to his will, in the armies of heaven, 
“ and among the inhabitants of the earth ; as “ the 
“ Lord of Hosts,” who has all creatures, all events, 
in his hand, and at his disposal. The repetition of 
the word “handmaid” is emphatical, and power- 
fully expresses her humility, submission, and sense 
of dependunce, and it is humility that lends energy 
to every other principle of the divine life. “ From 
“ the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” 
and accordingly we find her diversifying her peti- 
tion into all the various modes of address : “If thon 
* wilt indeed look on my affliction, and remember 
*‘ me, and not forget me.” Is this the vain repeti- 
tion of the hypocrite, who thinks he shall “ be 
* heard for his much speaking?” O no, it is the 
* honest effusion of a heart filled with its object, 
persisting in the pursuit, and rising gradually into 
confidence of success. It is a happy anticipation of 
the Saviour’s doctrine, “ that men ought to pray 
* always, and not to faint :” it is a bappy example of 
clearness and precision in the subject matter of prayer, 
x2 
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of confidence in, and reliance on, the Hearer of 
prayer, of holy resolution to make a suitable return 
to prayer heard, accepted, and answered. 

But what was here the expression of a devout, a 
praying spirit? The noise of the Pharisee, the 
pomp of words, the correctness that courts the 
applause of men? No, but the ardour of 2 gracious 
spirit, which neglects forms, which never thinks of 
appearance, or of the opinions of others, which, 
occupied with God, overlooks man. What need of 
words to Him who reads the eecret recesses of the 
heart, who hears the half-breathed sigh of the pri- 
toner in his dungeon, who collects the falling tears 
of the mourner, and has already granted the pious 
request before it is formed in the anxious breast? 
Strong inward emotion will of necessity imprint 
itself on the external appearance. The voice may 
be suppressed, but the features will speak ; what 
bushel will confine the lightning of the eye? the 
lips will move involuntarily; the hands will raise 
themselves to Heaven without an admonition from 
vanity, and the bosom will swell to make room for 
the expanding heart, though no eye is present to 
sec it, and regardless whether there be or no. 

How equivocal are the signs of human passions, 
and how liable to mistake is the most discerning 
human eye? What was in the sight of God an 
indication of faith believing against hope, of a 
fervent piety which totally absorbed the senses, of a 
heavenly mind which rapt the very body up to the 
throne of God, is in the sight of Eli the disorder of 
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a distempered brain, the effect of excess, the lowest, 
the most deplorable, the most disgusting exhinition 
of degraded humanity. Alas! the good man, as we 
shall presently find, had “a beam in his own eyc;” 
and thereby was led to discern “ a mote” in that 
of another, where there was none. In reflecting on 
the rash judgment of men, the choice of David, 
when in a great strait, presses itself upon us with 
redoubled force : ““ Let me fall now into the hand of 
“the Lord, for his mercies are great; and let me 
“ not fall into the hand of man.”—* If God justi- 
“€ fieth, who is he that condemneth?” But, ah! 
what signifies the applause of the world to him 
who is condemned of his own conscience, and who 
trembles every hour at thought of the righteous 
judgment of God? 

like the defence of Hannah almost as well as 
her prayer ; it argues conscious innocence and in- 
tegrity. Not a single particle of gall enters into 
her reply, not even a particle of honest heat and 
indignation, at an imputation so odious. A female 
charged with a breach of decency so gross as excess 
of wine, and not break out into a flame! Ah, her 
calmness and temper refute sufficiently the infamous 
aspersion, infinitely better than a torrent of intem- 
perate abuse would have done. How calm, how 
‘beautiful, how lovely, how dignified is innocence! 
It seeks the light, it shrinks not from the eye of 
inspection, it defies calumny, and wraps itself up 
in its own pure mantle ; but it disdains not, at the 
same time, to satisfy the honest inquirer, and to 
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remove the hasty suspicion of true goodness; it is 
always ready to render a reason, always ready to 
prevent its good from being evil spoken of. 

The conduct of Eli is estimable in two points of 
view. Observing, as he thought, the temple of the 
Lord profaned, and the female character dishonoured, 
he honestly speaks ont his suspicion and censure to 
the party concerned, instead of whispering them in 
the ear of a third person; and he thereby affords 
an opportunity of explanation, and of coming to a 
right understanding: and, onee satisfied of his 
having becn mistaken, he retracts his hasty judg- 
ment, and exchanges reprehension into blessing, 
and supplicates IIeaven in favour of her whom he 
had rashly condemned. 

To what a happy serenity is the mind of Han- 
nah now restored! She has poured out her soul 
before the Lord, and has vindicated her innocence 
toman, The tranquillity and joy of her spirit shine 
in the whole of her outward dceportment ; her coun- 
tenance brightens up, she partakes in the festivity 
of ‘the season, “and is no more sad.” What a dif- 
ferent figure does the same man present to the eyes 
of the world, inflamed with rage, torn with envy, 
stung with remorsc, distracted with anxiety, de- 
graded with debauchery ; or with a visage beaming 
benevolence, eyes animated with Jove, a form firm 
and erect from conscious integrity. 

Would you wish to appear to advantage before 
others, take care to cleanse the inside of the cup. 
Purify thyself “from all filthiness of the spirit.” 
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Let order and peace reign within : no artificial daub- 
ing applied to the outside, no splendour or clegance 
of apparel, no studied arrangement of the features, 
will do it half so well. 

Looks and appearance are perhaps of inferior 
consequence to one sex, but they are of much to the 
other, With some, appearance is all in all. In that 
view, it is not casy to imagine the effect which the 
inward temper and character produce. Beauty 
becomes perfect ugliness, aad inspires nothing but 
disgust, from the moment that the face begins to 
wear the traces of pride, contempt, envy, fury, or 
insolence, On the other hand, be assured, that a 
very homely exteroal may be improved into pertect 
loveliness, by affability, gentleness, benevolence, 
compassion, and, above all, by a spirit of genuine 
picty, the parent of every grace. If there be a 
human being that really deserves the name of angel, 
a term for the most part vilely prostituted, it is a 
scusible woman descending from the temple, or 
issuing from her closet, to enter with composedness, 
sweetuess, and satisfaction on the employments of 
her humble, but important station in huinan life. 

It was through the disorder of a divided family, 
it was through the woe of an afflicted woman, it 
was amidst the corruptions of a degenerate church 
and a disjointed state, that God was pleased to raise 
upa prophet, a priest, a judge in Israel to stem the 
torrent, to restore the lost dignity of religion, to 
save a sinking nation. When events flow in an even 
channel, when the powers of nature produce their 
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effect in an uniform tenour, a blind chance, an irre- 
sistible fate, or an unintelligent arrangement receives 
the homage which is due only to sovereign wisdom, 
and all comprehensive beneficence. For this reason, 
God sometimes permits the great machine, as it 
were, to stand still, that men may observe by what 
hand it stopped, and by what hand it is put in 
motion again. 

Isaac, Jacob, Samson, Samuel, four of the most 
eminent among the types of the great Restorer of 
fallen nan, were introduced into the world, through 
the agunics of desponding nature, through the exer- 
cise of undaunted faith, and the unwearied importu- 
nity of prayer and supplication. They were the 
successive lights of the world, each in his day; and 
having every one fulfilled his day, were successively 
extinguished —The great light of the world has 
arisen, the stars disappear, the shadows are fled 
away.—Patriarchs and prophets bring their glory, 
and lay it at his feet; @ voice from Heaven pro- 
clains, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
« pleased ; hear him.” 

Let not the apparently declining state of any 
interest Ivad to despair; for every evil has its remedy 
except despair. That cause must perish which all 
agree to give up as lost; a dying cause may revive 
and flourish by the wisdom and honest exertions of 
one man. Inspaired health often issues in death, 
embarrassed circumstances in bankruptcy, an irre- 
gular life in irretrievable perdition; because the 
patient, the debtor, the sinner, gave himself up too 
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hastily, and was lost through fear of being lost. 
While there is “balm in Gilead, and a pliysician 
« there,” no wound, however grievous, is incurable. 
While there is friendship, while there is compassion 
on earth, honest distress will find sympathy and 
relief, While the throne of grace is accessible, 
there is hope “for the chief of sinners.” 

And if no cause of man be desperate, who shalt 
dare to despair of the cause of God and truth? Be- 
hold, in a posterior period of this sacred history, 
Esther iii. 8—15, the utter extirpation of the pos- 
terity of Abraham determined, and the plans of 
Providence threatened, of course, with defeat and 
disappointment. Behold the bloody warrant signed, 
and “ sealed with the ring” of Abasuerus, and 
thereby rendered irreversible. Behold the vengeful 
Haman, like the exterminating angel, with his sword 
drawn in his hand, ready to fall upon his prey. 
What can save a devoted people from destruction? 
One obscure Jew; one not admitted to the king’s 
counscls, but who sat unregarded in the king's gate. 
He feels as a citizen and as a man, he laments theim- 
pending doom of his country as a citizen and a man, 
but he likewise acts and exerts himself like a citizen 
and a man, and {eaves the issue to Him in whose hand 
are the hearts of kings—and it prospered. The re- 
monstrance of Mordecai with the queen, at this 
awful crisis, is a master-piece of intrepidity, piety, 
and good sense, and it furnishes an useful example 
for the conduct of both public and private life. 
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“Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, 
“ Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape m 
“ the king’s house, more than all the Jews. For if 
* thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, 
* then shall there enlargeinent and deliverance arisc 
* to the Jews from another place, but thou and thy 
« father’s house shall be destroyed: and who know- 
* eth whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this?” Esther iv. 13, 14.—The 
Roman Consul, whose rashness lost the battle of 
Canne, and endangered the existence of the state, 
received the thanks of the Senate, ‘ because he 
“had not despaired of the commonwealth."—-The 
gallant Prince of Orange, afterwards William III. 
of England, when urged to submit to the victorious 
arms of France, which were ravaging the United 
Provinces, and when the ruin of the republic seemed 
inevitable, nobly replied, “ There is one way to 
secure me from the sight of my country’s destruc. 
“tion: 1 will die in the last ditch.” His resolution 
prevailed, and his country was saved from the yoke 
of the invader. And if confidence in a skilful, brave, 
and fortunate commander, can carry a bandful to 
victory through myriads of foes, what has the 
Christian to fear, let difficulties and dangers be 
ever so many, ever so great, while conscious he is 
engaged in a good cause, and that he is following 
“the Captain of Salvation?” 

‘We proceed to view the character and behaviour 
of Hannah in the hour of success and prosperity, 
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blessed with the answer of praver, and exulting in 
the enjoyment of the purest delights, and in per- 
forming the most important dutics of life and reli- 
gion.—May our meditation on these things be sweet 
and profitable! Amen, 
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LECTURE XXI. 


1 SAMUEL 7. 19—25. 


And they arose up in the morning early, and worshipped before 
the Lord, and returned, and came to their house at Ramah: 
and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remem- 
bered her. Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was 
come about, after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a 
son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because 1 have 
asked him of the Jord. And the man Elkanah, and all his 
house, went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, 
and his vow. But Hannah went not up: for she said unto 
her husband, I will not go up until the child be weaned, 
and then I will bring him that he may appear before the 
Lord, and there abide for ever. And Elkanah her husband 
said unto her, Da what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou 
have weaned 4 m; only the Lord establish his word. Sothe 
woman abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned 
him. 


Ti birth of a child is an eventof much impor- 
tance to those who are immediately concerned in it, 
and of much importance to the world. It is 
natural for a man to wish that his family should be 
built up, and his name transmitted. Every child is 
an accession to national strength, is one more added 
to the number of rational, immortal beings, is a 
new display of the great Creator's power, wisdom, 
and goodness. There lie dormant in that mind the 
precious seeds of faculties which are one day to 
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astonish, instract, and bless mankind. Those 
infants, a few years hence, are to be the pillars of 
the state, the bulwarks of their country, the glory 
of the church of Christ. That young one shall by 
and by burst through the obscurity of his birth and 
the meanness of his condition; he shall become 
eminently useful, and shall purchase a name which 
ages to come shall pronounce with respect and 
esteem, But what is it to be known and dis- 
tinguished among ‘men? The period approaches, 
when God himself shall in the face of the universe 
acknowledge the least of these as his sons, and scat 
them on heavenly thrones. 

It is natural for a man to wish his family built up, 
and for a good woman to wish the name and virtues 
of the husband of her youth prescrved and pro- 
pagated, even though she has not the fond desire, 
the flattering hope of beinga mother in Israel. But 
the determinations of Providence do not always 
accord with the innocent propensities of the human 
heart, much less with the insatiate demands of pride, 
avarice, and ambition. Even the wise, the amiable, 
and the virtuous, are visited with this sore evil, the 
want of children. It is sometimes the calamity of 
those ‘who have no other calamity. It demonstrates 
the imperfection of human bliss; it spreads a field 
for the exercise of resignation to the will of God; 
it farnishes both a motive and a subject for prayer: 
for we can carry with confidence to the throne of 
grace, many a petition which we should be afraid 
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or ashamed of preferring to a man like ourselves.-— 
Happy is the man, happy the woman, who can 
deposit this and every other care in the bosom of @ 
Father in heaven. She may sit down with Hannah, 
and “ cat” and drink, “ and be no more sad.” 

We are this evening presented with the history 
of the birth and infancy of one of those illustrious 
children whose fame is universally known, and which 
shall be had in everlasting remembrance, namely, of 
Samucl, the prophet of the Lord, the judge of 
Isracl, the sctter up and the terror of kings; the 
glory of his own age and country; and the morn- 
ing star of a brighter day. The gift of this pre- 
cious child was long withheld, that it might be more 
devoutly acknowledged and more highly prized. 
Men overlook the ordinary appearances of Nature, 
however stupendous and striking. In order there- 
fore to rouse them to attention, and constrain them 
to observe the finger of God, the fiery comet is 
made to glare through the sky, and the earth shakes 
to the centre. 

The blessing was sweetened to Hannah by every 
circumstance that can affect the fond maternal heart. 
Achild to one who had long been afflicted with 
barrenness, and cruelly insulted on that account; 
a man-child, the answer of prayer; the power of 
performing for her darling infant the sweetest, and 
one of the most important maternal duties; and the 
cordial concurrence of the father in all her prudent, 
affeetionate, and pious purposes ; present enjoyment 
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and blossoming prospects! If there be pure and 
perfect bliss on carth, it is the portion of such a 
woman, in such a situation. 

* The Lord remembered her.” Was he ever un- 
mindful or uukind? No, he delayed, and he 
granted in iove. How much it concerns thee, O 
man, O woman, to know and to believe this! What 
can reconcile thee to the hardships of thy lot, but 
the persuasion that the good thou desirest is denied 
in wisdom, and the load that oppresses thee laid on 
by the hand of a Father? Trust in the Lord, and 
Le of good cheer ; the time to favour thee will come; 
* the Lord will provide,” “ the Lord will remember 
* thee.” 

© She bare a son, and valled his name Samuel.” 
Gracions is the correspondence between a devout 
spirit, and approving, assenting Heaven. Behold 
the prayer of faith ascending as on eagles’ wings, 
and resting on the footstool of yonder radiant 
throne; behold the good and perfect gift coming 
down in return from the Father of lights. Thus 
the vapours exhaled from the briny deep fall back 
in copious showers to reftesh and fertilize the earth. 
What a holy contention is here presented to us! 
The pious soul striving with God in supplica- 
tion, in praise, in obedience, in faithfulness; the 
God of mercy striving with the meek and humble 
one in showing kindness, in heaping favour upon 
favour. Samuel, “asked and given of God,” shall 
bear to the last hour of his life the memorial of his 
mother’s fervent smportunity at the throne of grace, 
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and of God’s hearing her in the time of need. It 
shall serve for ever to remind himself, that he was a 
gift obtained of God by prayer, and devoted to God 
in gratitude. Every tongue that pronounces, every 
ear that hears the sound, shall be admonished of the 
union which devotion forms and maintains between 
earth and Heaven. The mother names, the father 
assents, God approves, and time confirms the nomi- 
nation. 

We find Elkanah and all of his family, who were 
fit for the journey, again on the road to Shiloh, to 
celebrate the great yearly festival, after the birth of 
his son. The bounties of Providence bind more 
powerfully the duties of the law upon the heart as 
well as upon the conscience, and thereby render re- 
ligion not only a reasonable but a pleasant service. 
The pleasure of waiting upon God, in the ordinances 
of his appointment, was greatly heightened to this 
good man, by the company of those whom Nature 
had endeared to him, The length and inconveni- 
ence of the road were relieved, and sweetened, and 
shortened by friendly conversation, and by the 
mutual offices of attention and kindness, The bitter- 
ness of strife is heard uo more. The sacrifice is of- 
fered up with greater ardour when one flame of affec- 
tion meets another in presenting it; and the feast 
of peace acquires a higher relish from its being eaten 
in the spirit. and in the bonds of love. Social wor- 
ship, as has been observed, has a most blessed effect 
in producing, supporting, and improving social affec- 
tions. The tie of duty is strengthened between hus- 
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band and wife; the bond of nature between parent 
and child, between brother and brother, is fornfied 
and ennobled by going together to the house of God, 
aad by returning in company from thence. The 
eye of a stranger is caught and pleased with the 
sight of a decent family on their road to the temple. 
Your prayers arise with increased ardour from sec- 
ing your children around you in the house of prayer; 
your hearts glow with a holier gratitude when you 
hear their voices join in the praises which you sing. 
Offence has been given, behold it lost and forgotten 
for ever, because the parties have bowed their knees 
together before God and have pronouuced together 
the petition of reconciliation and peace. “ Ileavenly 
“ Father, forgive our trespasses as we forgive them 
“* who trespass agaiust us.” Common mercies have 
been received ; see how they increase and multiply, 
see with what additional satisfaction they are felt 
and enjoyed, while the notes of thanksgiving ascend 
from hearts and lips in unison. Common distress 
presses: lo, the burthen is already made light, the 
mourners have been together before the Father of 
mercies, the refuge of the miserable; they have 
poured out their hearts before God, and are light- 
ened; they have cast all their care upon him, and 
are at rest. ~« 

Christians, you have no painful and expensive 
journey to undertake, in order to present yourselves 
before the Lord. Your Shiloh is at home. Of-you no 
gostly sacrifice is demanded; “offer unto the Lord 
“ thanksgiving, and pay your vows unto the Most 
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* High ; and call upon him in the day of trouble.” 
Christian parent, Providence has made thee priest to 
that little church and congregation; bear them, as 
Aaron did the twelve tribes of Israel, engraven like 
jewels upon thy heart, to the most holy place, to the 
altar of incense.—— 

* But Hannah went not up; for she said unto 
“her husband, Not until the child be weaned.” 
Every duty of life and of religion has its proper 
place and season. God hath said, and the great 
Teacher sent from God hath by both precept and 
practice established the word, “ I will have mercy 
“and not sacrifice.” The religion which makes 
light of relative duty, which teaches carelessness or 
neglect in our lawful worldly concerns, and which 
withdraws men fromtheir place and stationin society, 
is mistaken and erroneous; it is not the religion of 
the Bible ; it has neither authority nor example to 
support it. That man is doing God service, who 
Tabours in his vocation, that he may have where. 
with to do justly and to show mercy ; not he who is 
slothful in business but eager in argument, and who 
gives himself to speculating, when he ought to be 
working with his hands. That women is perform- 
ing a religious service, who is looking well to her 
household ; giving suck to one child and instruction 
to another, practising industry and economy; not 
she who is for ever rambling after favouritedogmas or 
favourite teachers ; aiming at shining in the cherch 
when she ought to be shining in her most honour- 
able sphere, her own house; and who is engaging 
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warmly in matters of doubtfal disputation, while the 
food and clothing of her family are neglected. Who 
can call in question the piety of Hannah? And surely 
her absenting herself from the feast of Shiloh, on so 
just an occasion, will not be deemed an impeach~ 
ment ofit. 

But though the history has led me to make these 
remarks, perhaps in our day they might have been. 
spared. Have I not been combating a mistake into 
which neither the men nor the women of the pre~ 
sent age are greatly disposed to fall? Ought I not 
rather to caution my hearers against the prevalence 
of a worldly spirit, to the extinction not only of the 
soul, but to the neglect of the very form of religion? 
What, warn this gencration against ‘the danger of 
* being religious over-much ?” What, warn them of 
the importance of attending to, and pursuing their 
temporal interest ?. What, caution them against fre- 
quenting the temple on working days, when they 
will not be diverted from the pursuit of business or 
pleasure on the Lord’s day? 1 was in the wrong; 
and I change the object of my exhortation. To 
you, OQ men, [I call, who, absorbed in frivolous, 
transitory occupations, forget that one thing is 
*€ needful ;” to you, who wallowing in the bounties 
of an indulgent Providence, regard not the hand 
from which all your comforts flow; to you who, 
tising into a little wealth, a little hope, a little con- 
sequence, have lost the recollection of your hav- 
ing once been needy, and obscure, and unimpor- 
tant; and what is infinitely worse, have lost the 
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recollection and the practice of that humility, and 
decency, and piety, which poverty, and obscurity, 
and dependance, taught and enforced. 

To you, O women, I call, who, without a sha- 
dow of reason; who, in the face of decency and 
propriety, who, in defiance of both feeling and 
conscience; who, intrusted with the cducation of 
children, female children, feel not the importance 
of the charge, or are not aware of the influence of 
example; who can dispense with the very externals 
of godliness, can become the patterns of sabbath 
neglect or violation ; who can trifle with any thing 
that affects the morals or religion of the rising gene- 
ration. ‘To you I call, and say, you are treasuring 
up for yourselves remorse ; and for these young ones 
whom you dearly love, shame, and sorrow, and 
distress, What is the lot of a female without the 
consolations of religion, and how is a young wo- 
man to learn religion, if not from her own mother? 
Let mc remind you of what you once thought, felt, 
and resolved. You carried that child with ureasi- 
ness and anxiety in your womb ; you formed a thou- 
sand fond wishes, you put up a thousand prayers, 
you came under a thousand engagements. You 
employed not perhaps the very words of Hannah, 
but undoubtedly you entered entirely into her views, 
and secretly vowed that the fruit of the womb should 
be “holiness to the LorJd."—Well, God has been 
gracious to thee, and remembered thee, Thou hast 
survived the danger, and been delivered from the 
pange of child-birth, You have enjoyed the satis- 
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faction of training the beloved of your soul through 
the dangers, difficulties, and solicitude of infancy 
and childhood. God has graciously done his part, 
and you have so far performed yours. But did your 
engagements cease when the infant was weaned? 
Did you rear that tender plant with so much anxiety, 
tenderness, and care, only to poison and corrupt 
it, after it had begun to take root, and bud, and 
blossom? Know you not that the inconsideration 
and folly of a day may destroy the pains and le- 
bour of many years; and that the eyes of children 
are much quicker and more retentive than their 
ears? 

Happy that daughter, who is betimes formed to 
habits of discretion, of purity, of regularity, of piety, 
by the tender guardian and guide of her carly days! 
Happy that mother whose attentiou is bent on in- 
fusing betimes, in her female offspring at Icast, the 
principles of wisdom, virtue, and truc godliness ; 
who is honoured to exemplify what she teaches, and 
is blessed with a docile, affectionate, and improving 
disciple ! 

The manner in which Elkenah and Hannah live 
and converse together is exemplary and instructive. 
They have one common interest, they have one 
darling object of affection, they express one and the 
same will, and in terms of mutual kindness and en- 
dearment, “She said unto her husband, I will 
“ not go up until the child be weaned, and then I 
“will bring him, that he may appear before the 
% Lord, and there abide for ever, And Elkanah 
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her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee 
* good, tarry until thou have weaned him, only the 
*¢ Lord establish his word. So the woman abode, 
‘and gave her son suck until she had weaned 
“ him.” 

There was in all this a commanding principle of 
religion, of zeal for the will and glory of God, which 
regulated the spirit and inspired the tongue; with- 
out which, I am afraid, there is but a slender secu- 
rity for domestic felicity in the excrcise of even good 
nature and good manners, much less in a mere sense 
of decency, or regard to the opinion of the world. 
These may overawe at particular scasons and in 
particular situations ; but the fear and love of God 
are permanent and unvarying principles; they en- 
foree and assist relative duty till it grows into a habit, 
and habit renders even difficult things casy and 
agreeable, 

Samucl, who is his own biographer, has most 
judiciously drawn a veil over his infancy. Childish 
prognostics of future eminence are generally ridicul- 
ous and contemptible ; they can impose only on the 
partiality of parental affection, or the credulity of su- 
perstition, The cynic snarls disdain at the relation of 
those premature prodigies of dawning wisdom, and 
the sage smiles indulgence and compassion on the 
fond belief, Let parents by all means amuse, delight 
themselves and each other with the sallies of infant, 
opening genius, but let them keep the delight to 
themselves. It is one of the joys in which “a 
* stranger intermeddieth not.” 
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In the next Lecture we shall be led forward to 
consider the presentment of Sanruel before the Lord 
in Shiloh ; the saciifice which accompanied that so- 
Jemn ceremony ; the farther discovery of the amiable 
and excellent spirit by which the mother was ac- 
tuated : and the infant proplict’s entrance on his im- 
portant office. 

Behold once more, Christians, the spirit of pro- 
phecy still pointing foone and the same great object. 
The persons and circumstances of the prophets were 
various; but amidst that variety some one striking 
feature of character, office, or condition announced 
‘¢ Him that was to come,” more clearly or more ob- 
scurely reflected his image, and “ prepared the way 
“ of the Lord.” The tongues of the prophetsare many, 
but they all speak the same language, they all pro- 
nounce one name. The periods of their existence 
and predictions were widely remote, but all mect 
in one central point of light, in one auspicious in- 
stant, ‘ the fulness of time,” in one illustrious Per- 
sonage, “to whom all give witness,” in one com- 
ake “ purpose and grace "—~the salvation of the 
world. God, who st sundry times, and in divers 
* manners, spake in time past uato the fathers, by 
“ the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
«us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
“all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 
who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
“ express image of his person, and upholding all 
“ things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
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** hand of the Majesty on high.” Hebrews i, 1—~3. 
Behold all created glory is thus absorbed in one 
glorious, divine person “ who is above all, and 
* through all, and in all."—“ Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
‘* which is above every name; that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
“earth; and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
“ Father.” Phil. ii, g—11. 
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LECTURE XXII. 


1 SAMUEL I. 2198, 


And when she had weaned him, ghe took hin up with her, with 
threc bullocks, and ape ephah of flour, anda bottle of wine, 
and brought him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh, 
And the child was young. And they slew 2 bullock and 
brought the child to Eli, And she said, O my lord, as thy 
soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee 
here, praying unto the Lord, For this child I prayed; 
and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of 
him. Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long 
as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped 
the Lord there, 


* Lorp, what is man, that thou art mindful 
“ of him, and the son of man, that thou visitest 
“him?” Every serious reflection on the- nature, 
and perfections, and works of God, suggests this 
rapturous meditation of the holy Psalmist. Every 
view of Deity is at once humiliating and encourag- 
ing to the soul. We seem to shrink into nothing 
while we contemplate the regions of unbounded 
space; while the eye wanders from orb to orb, 
and the mind loses itself in calculating their 
number, distances, magnitude, lustre, and harmony 3 
while imagination wings its daring flight to the world 
of spirits, and surveys myriads of angels adoring 
before the throne of the Most High; and “ the 
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joy unspeakable and full of glory.” But man 
risyn into greatness and importance, when we reflect 
thut “‘ God created him in his own image ;” that 
Eternal Providence exercises an unremitting solici- 
aide about him; and that for his redemption the 
Son of God sured and died. 

The little concerns of individuals, and of private 
families, acquire value and dignity when we con- 
sider them as stamped with the seal of Omnipo- 
tence, as the operation of infinite wisdom, as links in 
the great chain of divine administration, and es 
extending their influence to eternity. But destroy 
this connexion, and we perceive only a strange and 
unaccountable scene of vanity, folly, and confusion. 

The Holy Scriptures, which exhibit the justest 
representation, and enable us to form the justest 
estimate of human life, keep this continual interpo- 
sition and commanding influence of divine Provi- 
dence constantly in view. We meet with domestic 
feelings and occurrences cxactly similar to our own, 
and we find a proof that the Bible is the word of 
God, in our own personal, daily experience. 

The transactions which led to the scene represent- 
ed in the paseage now read, have been too recently 
submitted to your notice to need repetition. In the 
spirit and deportment of &ikanah and Hannah to 
each other, we have an useful example of conjugal 
camplacency and affection. In the character of 
Hannah, we behold the feelings of the women 
sweetly blended with the piety of the saint; and 
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we percciye the child of sorrow seeking and finding 
refuge in the power and mercy of God. We are 
now to contemplate one of the most pleasing objects 
that human life presents—-A good and honest heart 
in possession of its wish, and making the proper 
use of the expected blessing; the spirit of prayer 
changed into the spirit of praise, and vows formed 
in the hour of distress faithfully performed. 

Let our first meditations turn on the wisdom and 
geoduess of that great Being who has established 
haman felicity ou such a solid foundation ; or rather 
who has drawn it from so many combined sources. 
Tiow manifold and how tender, in particular, are 
the ties which unite a mother and her son? She 
carried him in her womb with solicitude and un- 
easiness, and brought bim into the world at the 
hazard of ler life. She sustained his infant days 
with the blood of her own veins, and slumber was 
a stranger to her eyes that he might sleep in tran- 
quillity. The first object which he distinguished 
was the smiling face of his guardian angel, the 
first sound that struck his opening ear was the 
murmur of maternal affection: the first idea which 
he formed was that of seeking refuge from want, 
aud pain, and danger, in the fond bosom of a 
parent. The very anguish and trouble which she 
endured on his account bat endear him the more to 
her; a sense of carly, assured protection ‘ grows 
‘with his growth, and strengthens with his 
§¢ strength,” and the whole forms a bond of mutual 
attachment, which on one side is hardly to be dis- 
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solved, and on the other, is one of the most power- 
ful securities against the inroads of vice, and is the 
last convulsive gasp of expiring virtue. 

Nature has laid upon you, mothers, the heaviest 
and most important part of education. The good or 
the evil is already done before the child is taken‘out 
of your hands. Happily the weakness of your con- 
stitution is strengthened and upheld for the arduous 
task, by the force of affection, and your very labour 
thereby is rendered your delight. And, O how 
glorious is your reward? you desire, you can 
dcsire none higher, than to see your son, the son.of 
your womb, the son of your vows, remembering 
and practising the carly lessons which his mother 
taught him. 

How happy was Eli in having for a pupil a child 
suckled, and weaned, and instructed in early life, by 
a Hannah! Iow great the goodness of the compas. 
sionate and merciful Father of all, who by means so 
simple, so pleasant, so powerful, so effectual, makes 
constant provision for the comfort, the protection, 
and the improvement of man! 

Let us procced to meditate for a moment, on the 
amiable and instructive pattern here set before us 
of a faithful and obedient heart. Distress naturally 
dictates wishes, and prayers, and vows; it makes us 
sensible of subjection and dependance; but when 
the blessitig is obtained, the load removed, and the 
hour of performance comes, men are as forgetful 
and niggardly as once they were attentive and liberal. 
Ten lepers were cleansed, but “ where are the nine?” 


‘act. XXI.j HISTORY OF HANNAH. 338 


Has ane only returned to give thanks? Ingrati- 
tude is one of those crimes which no man is either 
bold or depraved enough to defend, but with which 
all men are justly chargeable. How few earthly bene- 
factors but have reason to complain of an ungracious 
return? How few parents but have that bitterness 
of bitterness, filial ingratitude, mingled in their cup? 
How verily guilty is ‘a whole “world lying in 
“ wickedness,” befor’ God, in this respect ? There 
is really no merit in gratitude but what arises from 
its rarity ; and that rarity stamps it onc of the high- 
est of moral virtucs. Would it be doing injustice 
to the other sex, to say that gratitude is a quality 
more frequently to be found in the female character? 
I have no hesitation in affirming, that it is one 
of the most powerful attractions in any character, and 
that all other attractions whatever are good for 
nothing without it. 

We observed formerly in the conduct of Hannah a 
happy mixture of piety and prudence. While the 
state of the child confined her to mount Ephraim, 
it would have been the reverse of a religions service 
to repair to the feast at Shiloh; when he could with 
safety bé removed to the place of God’s presence, to 
keep him back had been unfaithfulness and impiety. 
Prudence without piety will quickly degenerate into 
selfishness and the love of this world ; it will harden 
the heart and lull the conscience asleep. Piety 
without prudence will inspire pride and intolerance ; 
it will lead to idleness and irregularity in conduct ; 
and, out of an affected zeal for the first table of the 
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Jaw, it willcrase the characters of the second, or, 
through negligence and disusc, suffer them to be 
disfigured by filth, or corrupted and impaired by rust, 
30 as to become at length wholly illegible. Where 
piety and pradence are found united, the love of God 
and of man will perfectly consist ; both tables of the 
Jaw will be equally clear and distinct, and their com- 
bined influence will instruct the person by whom it 
is felt and understood, to “use the world so as not 
“to abuse it.” 

At length the time of prescnting herself before 
the Lord, and of performing her vow, arrives. The 
precious child must be no longer hers but God's. 
And did he indeed cease to be the parent’s, by be- 
ing dedicated to the Most Itigh? Surely no; he be- 
came hers by a firmer and more sacred tie; the pa- 
renta have an interest in him unknown, unfelt before. 
Their treasure has acquired infinite value from the 
place in which it is deposited ; and attendance at God's 
altar has conferred nobility on the little Levite which 
all the possessions on mount Ephraim could not coun- 
tervail. 

Hannah presented herself before the Lord at a 
former solemnity with bitter crying and tears; she 
*¢ went forth then weeping, bearing precious seed, she 
“ cometh again rejoicing, bringing her sheaves with 
“her; for they that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” 
She presents herself before the Lord, but neither 
with a contracted heart not an empty hand. The 
Jaw demanded for God the first-born of every crea- 
ture, The whole tribe of which Samuel was a son 
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was accepted in place of the first-born of all Israel, 
and the first-born of her family might be redeemed 
by the substitution of a victim. Thus clearly was 
the spirit of the Gospel inculcated by the institutions 
of the law, and the doctrine of the atonement 
through the blood of the “Lamb slain from the 
* foundation of the world,” was taught unto them 
as it is taught unto us. Throughout we see the in- 
nocent suffering for the guilty ; from the sacrifice of 
Abel down to the sacrifice on mount Calvary, of 
“ the just suffering for the unjust, that he might 
“ bring us unto God.” ~ 

With what mixed emotions must an Israelitish 
parent of any sensibility have presented this sacrifice ? 
Behold the darling child, the first-born, led to the 
altar, but not to bleed and die: no, that innovent 
lamb, that bullock in the prime of life, is to bleed and 
die in his stead : and, mournful to‘reflect, though reli- 
gion does not now demand such sacrifices, necessity 
and the appetites of men constantly require them, and 
we behold the whole brute “ creation groaning and 
«6 travailing in pain together,” to perform the drudg- 
ery, minister to the pleasure, or with their flesh to 
satisfy the need of a creature much more criutinal 
than themselves ; and, as if that were too little, they 
are subjected to the cruclty and caprice of rational 
beings who have become greater brutes than them- 
selves. 

With the confidence of true goodness Hannah 
now addresses Eli, and reminds him of what he had 
probably forgotten, but which was of too much 
moment to herself ever to be permitted to fall into 
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oblivion. Eli bad only scen her-lips move, but 
heard not the words which she pronotinced; and 
the violent emotion in which she was had conveyed 
very foul suspicions to his mind. These, with the 
dignity and calmness of conscious innocence, she 
repelled ; and assured him, in general terms, that” 
what he had unkindly mistaken for the effect of 
wine, was the agitation of an afflicted spirit, pour- 
ing out its anguish before God; but the subject of 
her prayer she still kept within her own breast. 
There was then no witness of her vow but God and 
her own conscience; and that was enough ; it was 
recorded in heaven: and an honest mind will find 
itself equally bound by a resolution formed in secret, 
as by an oath administered in the face of an as- 
sembled world. With what holy exultation docs 
she now declare her engagement, exhibit the sacred 
pledge of it, and proceed to the public and solemn 
discharge of it! ‘She brought the child to Eli, 
“ and said, O my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, 
“ Yam the woman that stood by thee here, praying 
unto the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the 
“ Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of 
“him,” Verse 25—27. How swectly affecting are 
the effusions of Nature, when aided and animated 
by devotion ! [Tow greligion ennobles and dignifies 
every character, how it places every other quality 
in its fairest and most favourable point of view! 
How well it is adapted to every season and situation 
of life! It was this which fortified Hannah against 
the bitter insults and reproaches of her .merciless 
adversary, and preserved her from rendering railing 
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for railing. It was this which taught her self- 
government, so that she disturbed not the solemnity 
of the feast with womanish complaints, but covered 
a sorrowful heart with a serenc countenance. It was 
this which carried her to the house of the Lord for 
light, comfort, and relief. It was this which carried 
her reputation and advantage through the first duties 
of a mother ; and exhibited in one, the affectionate 
wife, the tender parent, the devout worshipper. 
This filled her heart and inspired her tongue, in 
presenting her offering, in addressing the high 
priest, in raising her song of praise. And this will 
communicate lustre, value, and importance on every 
female character, whether known to the world or 
overlooked by it; in the secresy of thg family or in 
the celebrity of the temple. There is a God who 
 seeth in secret, and will reward openly.” 

Eli repeats a cordial Amen to her pious purpose, 
accepts the precious trust committed uuto him, and 
bends his knees in joyful acknowledgment of that 
God who had been multiplying his mercy to this 
family, and thus building up the house of Israel. 
And it is not long before he finds that this young 
Nazarene was provided of God, and instructed of 
his mother, to rectify the disorders of his own 
house, and to supply the place of a degenerate race 
of priests ripe for destruction and doomed to it, and 
ready to bring down a “ father’s grey hairs with 
** sorrow to the grave.” 

+ Hannah's song of praise, which follows at length 
VOR. 1. Z 
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ia the opening of the next chapter, merits on many 
accounts a separate and particular consideration, It 
possesses all the majesty, grace, and beauty of 
ancient oriental poetry. It is one of the happiest 
effusions of an exccllent female heart labouring 
under a grateful sense of the highest obligations. 
Iu presents and impresses some of the justest and 
inost interesting views of Divine Providence, and, 
what is above all, it discloses one of the clearest and 
most distinct prospects of the coming, person, and 
character of A/essiah, the Prophet of prophets, 
King of kings, Lord of lords. Yes, Christians, for 
this prophetess was reserved the honour of first pro- 
nouncing iu sacred song, that ‘ name which is as 
* ointment poured forth,” which angels mention 
with wonder and reverence, and which the whole 
company of the redeemed shall one day proclaim 
with “joy unspeakable and full of glory ;” Mxsstan, 
the anointed of the Lord—whom the world so long 
expected, who in the fulness of time appeared, 
whom unbelieving Jews refused to acknowledge; 
whom they despised, rejected, erucified, and put to 
death; whom “ God has exalted a prince and Saviour 
* to give repentance and the remission of sins ;” 
to whose second coming the course of Nature, the 
evolutions of Providence, the hopes and fears of 
every heart of man, the earncst expectation of the 
creature, and the hand-writing of God in Scripture, 
all, all directly point. 

The next Lecture will be an attempt to illustrate, 
and practically to improve, Hannah’s song of praise. 
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May we bring to it » portion of that Spirit which 
inspired the lips of her who sung, and directed the 
pen of him who wrote. Lect me conclude the pre- 
sent, with calling on every one present to recollect 
personal obligations, and to walk suitably to them. 
Cail to remembrance yows formed on a bed of 
languishing, in the hour of difficulty, in the instant 
of danger, at the table of the Lord, and thankfully 
pay them : as knowing that “ it is better not to vow, 
“ than to vow and not to pay.” 

Desire more earnestly the best gifts; spiritual, 
heavenly, eternal blessings. By all means in your 
vows, stipulate for your portion of present and tem- 
poral good things, saying with Jacob, “ If God will 
“ be with me, and will keep me in this way that I 
“ go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment 
* to put on; so that I come again to my father’s 
* house in peace: then shall the Lord be my God ;” 
Genesis xxviii. 20, 21; and with Hannah, pouring 
out the bitterness of an oppressed heart before God, 
and begging relief of the Father of mercies, saying, 
« O Lord of Hosts, if thou wilt indecd look on the 
“ affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, 
“and not forget thine handmaid.” But forget not 
withal to stipulate with Solomon, for “an under 
“ standing heart,” to prize and to improve mercies 
already bestowed: and with Jabez, calling on the 
God of Israel, saying, “ Oh that thou wouldest bless 
5 me indeed, and that thine hand might be with 
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“me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil 
** that it aay not grieve me.” 

Hannah: promised to devote to the Lord the child 
which should be given her; and ye have solemnly 
engaged to yield yourselves unto God; and * yé 
“© are not your own, for ye aré bought with a price.” 
— I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
* your reasonable service, And be not conformed 
“to this world: bat be ye transformed by the re 
“ newiug of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
"that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of 
God.” Rom. xii. 1, 2. 
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LECTURE XXIII. 


4 SAMUEL II. 1—10. 


And Hannah prayed end said, My heart rejoiccth in the Lord, 
mine horn is exalted in the Lord, my mouth ‘s enlarged over 
mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation, There is 
none holy as the Lord: for there is noue beside thee; nei- 
ther is there any rock like our God. Talk no more so ox« 
cocding proudly ; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth ; 
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by hin: actions are 
weighed. The bows of the mighty men arc broken, and 
they that stumbled erc girded with strength. They that 
were full have hired out themselves for bread ; and they that 
were hungry ceased ; 60 that the barren hath borne soven: 
and she that hath many children is waxed fveble. The 
Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down tu the 
grave, and bringeth up. The Lord mileth poor. amd 
maketh rich: he briugeth low, and hiteth up. He rai eth 
up the poor out of the dust, an | liftcth up the begyar from 
the dunghill, to set them aniong prine:s, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory: for the puller: af the cov 
are the Lord’s, and he hath set the world ep them. Je 
will keep the feet of his saints, and the wickcd shall he silent 
in darkness: for by strength shall no man preva:l. The 
adversarics of the Lord shall be broken 19 pieces? out of 
heaven shall he thunder upon them: the Lord shall judge 
the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his 
king, and exalt the hom of his anointed, 








In man, the master-piece of creation, are discern- 
ible various kinds of life, distinct from each other, 
yet most wonderfully blended and united, so as to 
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form one great and astonishing whole.—The animal, 
the intellectual, the moral life: to which we add, in 
man as he came from the hands of his Creator, and 
in man “ renewed” by grace “in the spirit of his 
mind,” the spiritual and divine life, the dawning 
light, the earnest and pledge, the celestial foretaste 
of everlusting life. . 

The first of these we enjoy in common with 
the beasts that perish. Like theirs our bodies 
grow and decline. Like them we are led by sense 
and appetite, and are susceptible of pleasure and 
pain, And like them we arose out of the earth, are 
supported by it, and feel ourselves returning to it 
again. 

The second, or intellectual life, raises man far 
above every other animal. He possesses the power 
of thought, that productive faculty of the Almighty’ 
that image of God in our nature. He contemplates, 
tompares, reflects, reasons, plans, performs. By 
means of this he exercises dominion over all other 
creatures. Inferior to many in some respects, by this 
he renders himself superior to all; and he re- 
duces all their powers tothe subjection and obedience 
of himself. 

‘The moral life places man in society : it connects 
him with intelligent beings like himself; it openg & 
capacious field of duty and of enjoyment; it stamps 
him an object of approbation or of blame, of reward 
or of punishment. 

The divine life unites man to the Author and Bip 
porter of his existence, the source of all his comforts, 
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the foundation of all his hopes: to God the witness 
and the judge of all his actions; the avenger of all 
unrighteousness, “ the rewarder of them who dili- 
* gently seek him.” 

To Adam, as an animal, God said, “ Be fruitful, 
“ and multiply, and replenish the earth : Behold, I 
* have given you every herb bearing seed, which is 
‘* upon the face of all the earth ; and every tree in the 
‘¢ which is the fruit of a tree, yielding seed; to you 
« it shall be for meat.” 

In Adam the intellectual life discovered itself, 
when the Lord God brought unto him “ every 
“ beast of the field and every fowl of the air, to see 
«© what he would call them; and whatsoever Adam 
‘called every living creature, that was the name 
« thereof.” 

God having implanted a principlé of moral life in 
man, said, “ It is not good that the man should be 
* alone; ¥ will make him an help meet for him;” “he 
* took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden, 
“ to dress it and to keep it; and commanded the man, 
“saying, Of every tree of the garden thou may- 
“ eat freely eat ; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
“ good and evil thou shalt not eat of it. For in the 
** day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” 

In Adam the spiritual and divine life was per- 
fected, when “ God created man in his own image.” 
It was extinguished and lost when by transgression 
he fell: it was revived by the promise of the Messiah, 
and of salvation through his blood; and it will be 
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completely recovered when the image of God is re- 
stored through the Spirit'of saactification. 

‘All these different kinds of life have their several 
and corresponding expressjons; end necerding as 
any one prevails, such is the cheracter of the man. 
When the habitual-cry is, * Whnt shall I'eat, what 
« shall I drink, and wherewithal shall 1 be clothed 3” 
it is easy to determine whet life is predominant: it 
is easy to discern when the brute runs away with 
the man. Solomon may be given as an instance of 
the prevalence of intellectual life. He lookedthrough 
natare, and “spake of trees, from the -cedar-tree 
“ that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyseop that 
 springeth out of the wall; he spake also of beasts 
“ and of fowls, and of creeping things, and of fishes,” 
‘ His wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the chil- 
« dren of the east country, and all the wisdom of 
« Epypt."—The Psalmist has presented us with an 
exquisite representation of the moral life of man, 
(would to God it were more frequently realized.) in 
the fifteenth Psalm: “ He that walketh uprightly, 
“ and workcth righteousness, and speaketh the truth 
in his heart. He that backbiteth not -with his 
tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh 
“apa reproach against his neighbour; ia Whose . 
“ eyes a vile person is contemned : ‘bat ‘he henbareth 
“ them that fear the Lord: ‘the that sweareth to his 
“ own hurt, md changeth ot. He that patteth 
© not out his ‘money to usury, ‘nor taketh rewitd 
‘against the iimoéent. He that doeth thesethitigs 
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* shall never be moved.” Verses 2—5. Where 

- shall we look for an example of the highest life of 
God in the soul? Nature stands silent, the whole 
world lies dead; it presents every kind of life but 
this. Where is the model to which to refer? Where 
is the idea of this most exalted excellence of our 
neture? It is to be found. “I came not todo 
* mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” 
«J seek not mine own glory, but the glory of bim 
* who sent me.” Read and ponder the seventeenth. 
chapter of John’s Gospel, and discover the author, 
the example, the giver of this divine life; and 
aspire after a participation of it. 

We have some of these holy aspirations in the 
passage ‘now read. We behold a spirit alive unto 
God, sinking the creature in the Creator, discern~ 
ing God in every object, and in ‘every event that 
arises, referring all things to Him “ who doth ac- 
cording to his will in the armies of Heaven, and 
“among the inhabitants of the earth.” Let us 
blend our spirits with that of pious Hannah, and 
may God grant us to know and feel the happiness of 
having fellowship with the Father, and with hisSon 
Jesus Christ. 

“ Hannah prayed.” In affliction she prayed; 
and in prosperity she prayed. Tears and smiles are 
not more the expression of their corresponding 
emotions, than supplication and thanksgiving are 
of that life which dictates them, in a suitableness to 
the various aspects of Divine Providence. Sorrow 
is no longer sorrow when it is poured out into the 
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bosom of sympathy and tenderness. Every joy is 
multiplied an hundredfold by every communication 
of it to the car and the heart of friendship. Hannah - 
prays, “and her countenance is no more sad.” She 
restores her earnestly expected son to God, and is 
infinitély enriched by the restitution. Whether the 
child ery for relief, or express its gratitude by ca- 
teases and looks of satisfaction, it is equally grateful 
and soothing to the fond parental heart. And will the 
great God in very deed vouchsafe to make himself 
known to us by the name of the Hearer of prayer? 
Is he exalted to show mercy? Can he be pleased 
with the effusions of a thankful heart? Thoughtless, 
inconsiderate creatures that we are; blind to our 
highest interest, dead to our purest joy! We see 
nothing of God in that distress, in that deliverance, 
We attended to the creature only, and therefore 
found no comfort. We endured without hope, and 
we enjoyed without relish. Happy soul, that can 
command itself to peace and say, I have poured out 
my anguish before the Lord, I have cast all my 
care upon hin, my burthen is no longer mine but 
his. “Return unto thy rest, O my soul, for the 
“Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. He hath 
* delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from 
“ tears, and my feet from falling.” 

In the first transports of her joy, Hannah forgets 
every thing but the glorious object of it. The 
insults of Peninnah, her delight in Samuel, stand 
for a while suspended ; they are lost and forgotten 
in the contemplation of Him who had delivered her 
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from the one, and bestowed the other upon her, 
But God, as he is in himself, cannot Jong be an 
object of contemplation to mortals. It is only by 
what he doth that be can be known, and loved, and 
enjoyed by us. The soul springs up to God, is 
instantly repelled and overwhelmed by “ light inac- 
 cessible and full of glory,” and seeks relief and 
employment in surveying the ways and works of 
God. N 
** My heart rejoiceth in the Lord.” But “ who 
“is this king of glory ?”—The spirit shrinks with 
reverence from the inquiry; and the heart sweetly 
slides into the observation and acknowledgment of 
what an incomprehensible Jehovah hath done. 
* Mine horn is exalted in the Lord.” The horn,” 
in Scripture language, is the emblem of strength 
and empire. She was till now undistinguished, 
unprized, unimportant in Israel; a wife, without 
the honour of being a mother. But now she has 
risen into Instre, and place, and pre-eminence. Her 
Samuel is to her “ a crown of glory and a diadem 
“ for beauty!” She had power with God and pre-~ 
vailed; she asked, and God granted her request. 
This is naturally blended in her mind with the deri- 
sion and cruel mocking which she bad endured. 
For the very devotions of fallen creaturcs must 
savour of the calamities to which they are exposed, 
and the imperfection in which they are involved. 
Both nature and piety accordingly concur in-dicta- 
ting the expression of thankfolocss which follows, 
. My mouth is enlarged ovér mine enemies:” 
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Here the woman sptaks; but the saint instantly 
subjoins, “ because I rejoice in thy selvation.” 

‘When the life of God is completely formed in 
the soul, every particle of human corruption shail 
be purged away. There shall be no feeling nor re- 
collection of unkindness or enmity. And in pro- 
portion as evil affections are rooted out, and kind 
affections are implanted, cherished, and promoted, 
so is the image of God impressed, renewed, and pre- 
served. The love of God perfected shall obliterate 
and efface every trace of resentment against man. 

After a short vibration on this string, the heart 
of the worshipper seems to recur with increased 
complacency and delight to a worthier subject of 
meditation, and loses hersclf in infinite perfection. 
“ There is nond holy as the Lord: for there is none 
“ beside thee; neither is there any rock like our 
“ God.” When we attempt to meditate upon God 
thought fails, When we attempt to address our- 
sclves to him language fails. In vain do we lock 
round for a similitude that may enable us to form a 
clearer perception of his nature, It is his glory to 
be single and alone; to defy and prevent every idea 
of resemblance or comparison.” When the whole 
world of nature is explored, when all the powers of 
nature are exhausted, the soul falls back upon iteelf, 
shrinks into nothing from the daring attempt, and 
exclains, “ There is none beside thee,” “ there is 
* none holy as the Lord.” “ Who can find out the 
« Almighty unto perfection!” 

Hannah awakes from this holy rapture, to eon- 
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template this incomprehensible Jehovah as exer. 
“cising an intelligent, uncontrollable, irresistible au- 
thority over all the ways of men; as the wise and 
righteous Governor of the world, whom none can 
successfully oppose, from whose notice none can 
possibly conceal himself. “ Talk no more so exceed- 
“ ing proudly ; let not arrogancy come out of your 
“ mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
“ by him actions are weighed. The bows of the 
mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled 
* are girded with strength.” Vetses 3, 4. Behold the 
cure of pride, There is a God on high, from whom 
descended every advantage which one possesses above 
another, who carefully notes the use that is made of 
his benefits, and who will demand an account of 
them; who “ seeth the proud afay off, but has 
respect unto the lowly.” ‘“ By him actions are 
“ weighed ;" they are judged not according to their 
apparent circumstances, nor by the maxims of the 
world, nor the rank of the partica concerned, but 
according to truth, according to the real merit or 
demerit of the action, according to the thoughts 
and intent of the heart. Thus is the mouth of ar- 
ropancy. effectually shut, and the whole world laid 
low in the dust before a holy and righteous God. 
“ The bows of the mighty men are broken, and 
“ they that stumbled are girded with strength.” Even 
iu this world, “ the Lord maketh himself known by 
* the jadgments which he executes;” and causeth 
men to change conditions, and turneth the world 
upside down. The affairs of men, like the frame of 
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uature, are in @ state of perpetual revolution, and 
the history of mankind is simply an account of 
the rise and depression of wretched mortals by 
means not of their own contrivance, by events 
which they could not foresee, and over which they 
had no power. The victor of to-day is to-morrow 
2 captive, and he who now lieth “ among the pots, 
* shall come forth as the wings of a dove covered 
“ with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold.” 

The greater part of Hannah’s song of praise is 
employed in making a more enlarged display of the 
wisdom and justice of the Divine Providence in the 
government of the world. “They that were full 
have hired themselves out for bread.” Some are 
born to case and affluence, and through indolence, 
inattention, or prodigality, reduce themselves to 
want. Some acquire wealth by frugality and industry. 
But however gotten, it is but an uncertain possession, 
and we daily sce multitudes, not through any ap- 
parent fault of their own, “ waxing poor and falling 
“into decay.” Others as unaccountably rise into 
distinction and opulence. There is an unseen hand 
which gives and takes away. In prosperity there is 
no ground of insolence and triumph; in adversity 
no reason to despair. 

Her own peculiar felicity again presents itself to 
view, and the incense of praise ascends to heaven. 
“ The barren hath borne seven, and she that hath 
“© many children is waxed feeble.” There is a 
Jewish legend which saith, that for every child that 
Hanngh bare, one of Peninnah’s died. [1 is a merq 
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conjecture ; Hannah's trinmphant song is rather a 
proof of the contrary. She discovers a spirit too 
excellent in other respects, to permit us to suppose 
her capable of rejoicing in the devastation which the 
hand of God had wrought, much less in the destruc- 
tion of her own husband's family. That heart 
must be lost to every feeling of humanity, lost to 
decency, lost to the fear of God, which can make 
the calamity of another, especially such a calamity, 
a ground of self-gratulation and complacency, or a 
subject of thanksgiving to a holy and merciful God, 
as if he could become a party to our petty jealousics 
and contentions. No, a spirit so regulated as hers, 
so patient under mortification, so long nurtured in 
the school of affliction, so obscrvant of, and sub- 
missive to, the will of Providence, could not taste 
the mortality of even Peninnah's children as a 
source of joy. Her expressions amount to no more 
than a devout and humble acknowledgment of 
unerring wisdom, of unimpeachable justice, in con- 
ducting all the affairs of this world: in building up 
families, and in bringing them low; in exercising 
an absolute right of sovereignty which will not be 
compelled to give account of its matters to any one. 
The gift of children is not always withheld in anger, 
nor bestowed in kindness, as the character and 
history of Eli’s family will shortly evince. 

She proceeds to pursue the same idea of a divine 
superintendance in every thing, through a variety 
of particulars strikingly contrasted one with another, 
all aiming at the same end : all calculated to enforce 
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the®same practical lesson. “The Lord killeth, 
“ and maketh alive; he bringeth down to the grave, 
“and bringeth ap. The Lord maketh poor, and 
** maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth’ up. 
“ He raiscth up the poor out of the dust, and 
“ liftcth up the beggar from the donghill, to set 
them among princes, and to make them inherit 
“ the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth 
“are the Lord’s, and he hath set the world upon 
“them. He will keep the feet of his saints, and 
“ the wicked shall be silent in darkness: for by 
* strength shall no man prevail.” Verses 6—9. 

In the conclusion of her song, Hannah, rapt 
into futurity, no doubt by the spirit of prophecy, 
contemplates the final consummation of the great 
mystery of Providence, as issuing in the establish- 
ment of universal order; in the suppression and 
pusishment of vice; and in the unchangeable and 
permanent glory of a Redeemer’s kingdom. The 
same hand which balances the spheres, which con~ 
ducts all the affairs of men, which preserves har~ 
mony and prevents confusion, in both the natural 
and moral worlds, sbali at length, by another Al- 
mighty jiat, “ make all things new.” Then “ the 
adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces: 
*‘ out of heaven shall he thunder upon them.”— 
« But who may abide the day of his coming? and 
“ who shall stand when he appeareth ? for he is like 
“ arefincr’s fire; and he shall sit as a refiner and 
“ purifier of silver.® Chastisement shall therefore 
be preceded by righteous judgment, thet every 
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mouth may be stopped before God. “The Lord 
shall judge the ends of the earth.” Now these 
words of the prophetic mother of Samuel, taken in 
connexion with the clearer and fuller display of a 
judgment to come in the writings of the New Testa. 
ment clearly point out that glorious and divine per- 
son in whose hatlowed name the song terminates— 
God's anointed. A woman was honoured first to 
announce the Saviour of the werld under that de- 
scription; and a succession of prophets henceforward, 
hold it up to the eyes of succeeding generations, as 
“ all their salvation, and all their desire.” Samuel, 
David, Isaiah, Danicl, Habakkuk, cach in his days 
proclaims the approach of this King of Glory, of 
whom all who were anointed with material oil, 
whether as priests, or prophets, or kings, were but a 
shadow; aud in whose superior lustre they disap- 
peared, as the light of the stars is absorbed in the 
splendour of the sun. The prophetess celebrates 
Jehovah, who “ shall judge the ends of the earth,” 
as that ‘ king” to whom all “ authority is com- 
mitted, to whom all “ strength is given,” as that 
* anointed” One, Messiah the prince, whose “ horn” 
should be finally “ exalted,” and before the bright- 
ness of Whose coming, all disorder, iniquity, and 
misery shall flee away; who shall first “judge the 
“earth,” and then reign for ever and ever. 

And thus is the voice of this holy woman, near 
twelve hundred years before Messiah's day, in per- 
fect unison with the tongue of Christ himself, and 
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of the apostles of the Lord, after his ascension into 
heaven, and the descent of the Holy Spirit. “ The 
“ Father judgeth no man; bat hath committed 
& all judgment unto the Son: that all men should 
« honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. 
« Fle that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the 
* Father which hath sent him.” John v. 22, 23, 
* God now commandeth all men every where to re- 
* pent: because he hath appointed a day in the which 
* he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
** man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
* given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
“ him from the dead.” Acts xvii. 30, 31. “ The king- 
* doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
“ and ever.” Rev. xi, 15. And such, in every age, is 
the native expression of a soul alive to God, the na- 
tural aspiration of the spiritual and divine life. 

Art thou, O man, through grace a partaker of it? 
You shall “ know it by its fruits.” As it increases ° 
corruption dics.“ If Christ be in you, the body is 
* dead because of sin, but the spirit is life because 
“ of righteousness.” Rom. viii. 10. To be destitute 
of this life, in whatever state of perfection the intel- 
lectual life may be, is to be under the power of 
everlasting death, a death of trespasses and sins. But 
if its very first breathings are felt, however feebly, 
it is a new creation begun, it is “ Christ in you, the 
« hope of glory.” Attempts will be made to extin- 
guish it, butin vain. Like its author, it is immortal. 
It may be oppressed, it may be suspended, it may 


Laer. XXII.) HISTORY OF HANNAH. 388 


at seasons lie dormant, but it cannot expire. It doth 
not always make itself sensible to the eyes and ears 
of the world; for the believer's “ life is hid with 
“Christ in God;” but “ when Christ, who is 
“our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.” Col. iii. 4.“ Beloved, now 
“are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
* what we shall be: but we know that, when he 
“shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
gee him as he is.” 1 John iii. 2. 


Zaz 
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LECTURE XXIV. 


1 SAMUEL II. 18—2t. 


But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being 2 child, girded 
with alinen ephod. Moreover, his mother made him a little 
coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she 
came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. And 
Eli blesaed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The Lord give 
thee seed of this woman, for the loan which is lent to the 
Lord. And they went unto their ownhome. And the 
Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three 
eons and two daughters. And the child Samuel grew before 
the Lord. 


"THE character of most men-is formed and fixed 
before it is apprehended that they have, or can 
have, eny character at all. Many vainly and fatally 
imagine that the few first years of life may be dis- 
posed of as you please: that a little neglect may 
easily be repaired, that a little irregularity may 
easily be rectified. This is saying in other words, 
*« Never regard the morning ; sleep it, trifle it, riot 
“it away; a little closer application at noon will 
* recover the loss.” “@he spring returns, the flowers 
“ appear upon the earth, the time of the singing of 
“ birds is come. No matter; it is soon enough to 
“think of the labours of spring. Sing with the 
* birds, skip with the fawn, the diligence of 2 more 
« advanced, more propitious season will bring every 
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“ thice round; and the year shall be crowned with 
“the horn of plenty.” A single ray of reason is 
sufficient to detect and expose such absurdity : yet 
human conduct exhibits it in almost universal pre- 
valence. Infancy and childhood are vilely cast away; 
the morning is lost; the sced-time neglected—And 
what is the consequence? A life full of confusion, 
and an old age full of regret : a day of unnecessary 
toil, and a night of Vezation: a hurried summer, a 
meagre autumn, acomfortless winter. 

at is the ordinance of Providence, that the heaviest 
and most important part of education should devolve 
upon the mother. It begins before the child is born ; 
her passions and habits affect the fruit of her womb. 
From her bosom the infant draws the precious juice 
of health and virtue, or the baleful poison of vice 
and disease. The fleeting period which he passes 
under the shadow of her wing is @ season sacred to 
wisdom and piety. If the mother lead not her son 
to the hallowed spring, if she fail to disclose to his 
eager eye and panting heart the loveliness of good- 
ness, the excellency of religion; if she permit the 
luxuriant soil to be over-run with briers and thorns, 
in vain will she strive to redeem the lost opportunity 
by restraints and punishments, by precepts and mas. 
ters, by schools and colleges, in a more advanced 
stageof life. The good or the mischief is done by 
the time that he comes out of her hands. 

That Providence which has imposed this employ- 
ment on the feebler sex as a task, has most gra- 
ciously contrived to render it one of the highest and 
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mostexquisiteoffemalecomforts; asin truth all¢heim- 
positions, nay, the very chastisements of Heaven are 
really blessings. Let'the woman who lias given suck 
tell if she can, “ how tender it is to love the babe that 
« milks her.” Ask that mother if there be any joy 
like the joy of hearing her child repeat the lessons 
which she taught him. Ask her if she recollects or 
regards her pain and anguish; her anxious days and 
sleepless nights. Ask her if all is not forgotten and 
lost in the progress which expanding faculties have 
made, and in the richer harvest which they promige. 
Ask if she has not already received more than her 
reward. If the representation of the case be just, 
let it procure for dutiful mothers the respect and 
gratitude which they so well merit? let it reconcile 
their minds to what is painful and laborious in their 
lot? let it raise them to their due rank and impory 
tance in society; and Jet it stimulate them to per- 
severance in well doing, in the full assurance that 
they shall in no wise lose their reward. 

The passage of holy writ, on the consideration of 
which we are now entering, is a very affecting re- 
presentation of the effects and consequences of 4 
good and of 2 bad education, exemplified in the con- 
duct of Hannah the mother of Samuel, and of Eli 
the father of Hophni and Phinehas.—Scripture, in- 
stead of multiplying precept upon precept, leads us 
at once into human life, and exhibits the law written 
in the event. It instructs us how to bring up chil- 
drcn, by delineating the dreadful consequences of 
excessive lenity and indulgence on the one hand, 
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and by displaying the happy fruits of early piety, 
regularity, and self-government on the other. This 
theme, being by far the more pleasing of the two, 
and coming in more regularly in the order of history, 
shall obtain the preference in the course of our in- 
quiry. Though, indeed, attention to the one must 
of necessity bring forward the other; and the good 
fortify and recommend itself by contrast with the 
evil. . 

The education of Samuel began in the pious reso- 
lution of his mother before he was conceived in the 
womb. “ If thou wilt give unto thine handmaid a 
“ man-child, then I will give him unto the Lord 
all the days of his life.” Every parent receives 
every child under atacit engagement to the same 
,purpose; and the command of God, from the mo- 
ment of the birth, is, Rear that child for me.” 
Ihave watched over him while he lay in darkngss, 
« mine eyes saw his substance yet being unperfect ; 
* in my book all his members were written, which in 
* continuance were fashioned, when as yet there 
“was none of them. I added the immortal prin- 
* ciple to the finished limbs; I stamped my image 
upon him. There my hand has scattered the seeds 
“ of wisdom and happiness; to thy fostering care I 
* commit that tender plant. Cared for, it will 
* abundantly reward thy toil; neglected, it will 
* grow into a sharp thorn to tear thy flesh. Every 
“ day, every hour is producing a change in it; 
“ grow it will and must. What it grows into depends 
upon thyself. Of thy hand will I require it.” 
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As Samuel was to be a Nazarite to God from the 
womb, the law prescribed to the mother certain ce~ 
remonial observances respecting her own conduct, 
and the treatment of her own person, which corre- 
sponded to that high destination. Abstinence, in par- 
ticular, from certain kinds of meat and drink, which 
might eventually affect the bodily or mental constitu- 
tion of the unborn infant. With those prescriptions 
we have no room to doubt Hannah punctually com- 
plied. And here we fix the second stage, or if you 
will, erect the second pillar of education. The com- 
mands of God are none of them arbitrary and capri- 
cious, but are founded in reason and the nature of 
things. Whatever strongly affects the mother during 
the months of pregnancy, beyond all doubt affects her 
offspring, whether it be violent liquors or violent pas+ 
sions. It belongs to another profession than mine to 
account for this, and to determine how far the sym- 
pathy goes. But the general belief of it would most 
certainly have a very happy effect in procuring atten- 
tion to female health, regularity, and tranquillity in 
that delicate and interesting situation. The comfort 
‘of both parent and child, to the end of life; what 
do I say? through the whole of their existence, 
may be concerned in it. - 

As soon as Samuel was born, we find Hannah 
devoting undivided attention to the first and sweetest 
of maternal offices. ‘ The woman tarried at home, 
“and gave her son suck, until she weaned him.” 
Nature and inclination concur in pressing this duty 
upon every mother. The instances of real inability 
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are too few to merit consideration. The perform- 
ance of it carrics its own recompense in its bosom ; 
the neglect is, first and last, its own punishment, 
Without considering at present its connexion with 
the health and comfort of both parties, let us attend 
for a moment to its influence on morals, and as con- 
stituting a branch of education. Is not parental 
and filial affection the first bond of society, and the 
foundation of all virtue? It is this which arms a 
delicate female with patience which no pain nor 
Jabour can exhaust, with fortitude which no calamity 
can subdue, with courage which no difficulty or 
danger can intimidate. It is this which first inspires 
the infant purpose to excel, which blows the sacred 
spark of gratitude into a flame, which first awakens 
and animates the latent seeds of immortality in 
the human soul. The first perception of the child 
is the sweet sense of obligation and dependance : he 
feels himself far advanced in a commerce of reci- 
procal affection thc momeut he becomes conscious 
of his existence ; and he finds himself engaged in 
habits of goodness, long before he understands the 
Meaning of words. And is it fit that these kind 
affections should be transferred to a stranger? 
Who can be so well qualified to communicate those 
earliest and best lessons, as a mother? Can you 
complain that your child is cold, indifferent, or 
averse to you, when you set the example of cold- 
ness, indifference, and aversion, and preferred a 
little ease or pleasure to his health and comfort, 
and what is infinitely more, to his early, infant 
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morals? Can you hope from a hireling, who must have 
renounced nature too, as well as yourself, what God 
and nature, and decency, and regard to your own real 
well-being, have pressed upon you in vain? It was so 
much a primary duty in the eyes of Hannah, that 
her attendance on the duties of the sanctuary at 
Shiloh gave place to it; she revered the ordinance 
of that God, who says, “I will have mercy and not 
“ sacrifice ;” and religious service is interrupted for 
a season, to be resumed with greater ardour and effect, 
when the duties of life were faithfully discharged. 

At what age the child was weaned, the history 
relates not. He remained under the tuition of his 
mother till he was of a proper age to be presented 
to the Lord, in the place which he had chosen to 
put his name there, and to be put under the instruc- 
tion of Eli, and prepared for the service of the 
tabernacle. And we shall presently find that he was 
infinitely more indebted to the solicitous attention 
of a pious mother for his progress in divine know- 
Jedge, than he afterwards was to the superintendance 
of the high priest of Israel, who knew so ill to rule 
his own house, and to whom of a pupil he became 
a teacher. 

I am well aware of the difficulty of forming a 
plan of religious instruction for children.—Scripture 
suggests the bappiest, the most obvious, and the 
most effectual. It ought tocome from the children ¢ 
themselves, They are desirous of information. If 
left to themselves they will think and inquire. Their 
‘questions will point out the mode of instruction, 
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Do not be over anxious to take the Jead, but care- 
fully follow them. Their ideas will be directed by 
what they observe and feel; and strong facts and 
appearances of nature will make a deep and lasting 
impression upon them. He who knows what is 
in man has accordingly given us, in a particular 
example, a general rule of proceeding in this great 
article: “ And it shall be when thy son asketh thee 
«in time to come, saying, Whatis this? that thou 
* shalt say unto hin, By strength of hand the Lord 
“ brought us up out of Egypt, from the house of 
“ bondage. And it came to pass when Pharaoh 
‘ would hardly let us go, that the Lord slew all the 
“ first-born in the land of Egypt.” It was pro- 
bably thus that Hannah instructed her darling son; 
she stored his memory with interesting facts, and 
touched his heart by affecting representations of the 
mercy and judgment of God, exemplified in the 
history of his own forefathers. Milk is the proper 
food of babes, strong meat belongeth to them whe 
are of full age. A dry precept is but half under- 
stood, and is speedily forgotten ; but a tale of distresg, 
the triumph of goodness over malevolence and 
opposition, the merited shame and punishment of 
wickedness, these are easily understood, are long 
retained, and the impression is not to be effaced. 
We advanes to the fourth stage of wise and good 
educationjgaf which we have the pattern before us, 
The sameprinciple which induced Hannah to keep 
her sgn at home for a season, and to abide with him, 
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constrained her to send him from home and to give 
up her interest in him, when the service of God and 
the greater good of the child demanded the sacrifice. 
This is just the reverse of what high life, at least 
with us, daily presents, You shall see a mother 
who hardly inquired after her child at the time of 
life when her tenderness was most necessary to him, 
all at once assuming the parent, exercising an 
affected tenderness which he no longer needs, 
reducing him to childhood after he is becoming 4 
man, and endeavouring to compensate by an after- 
growth of affection, the unkindness and neglect 
which blighted the early blossoms of the spring. 
She can suffer him no longer out of her sight. The 
discipline which her own wickedness has rendered 
necessary to his improvement is reprobated as 
cruelty, and the poor youth is frequently ruined by 
having at one time no mother at all, and at another 
one too much. I honour the firmness of Hannah, 
as much as I love her motherly softness and attach- 
ment. To possess with gratitude, to cherish a worthy 
@iject with tenderness, and to resign it with steadi-~ 
ness and magnanimity, is equally an object of ad- 
miration and of esteem. Observe the mixed emotions 
which animate and correct her countenance as she 
conducts her well-beloved son to the altar, The saint 
speaks in that eye, sparkling with delight as she 
devotes what she holds most dear in the world to Him 
from whom she had by holy importunity obtained 
him; the tear rushes to it, and all the mother 
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stands confessed as she retires. Piety has prevail- 
ed and presented the offering: Nature feels but 
submits. 

It is easier to conceive than to describe what was 
the state of her mind as she returned from Shiloh to 
Ramah : think on the anxiety and regret at leaving 
her Samuel behiad: on the satisfaction and delight 
of reflecting in what hands she had Jeft him, and to 
what care she had committed him. But we hear of 
no wild project formed of removing the whole family 
to reside at Shiloh, in order to indulge afond mother’s 
partial affection with the continual presence of her 
little minion, No, the same spirit of prudence, the 
same domestic regards, the same sense of duty, 
which once engaged her to prefer attention to 
Samuel to attendance on the sacred festival, now 
engage her to prefer the unostentatious employments 
of a wife and the mistress of a fatnily at Ramah, 
to the sacredness of the tabernacle, and the care of 
an only son, a first-born, But the heart of a 
mother finds, and flies to the innocent refuge which 
nature pointed out. She cmploys her mind and 
her bands during the intervals of the feast about Ler 
absent son; “ his mother made him a little coat, 
Sand brought it to him from year to year, when 
*« she came up with her husband to offer the ycarly 
“ sacrifice.” O how purc, how cheap, how satisfy- 
ing are the pleasures of virtue! No words can 
express the inward, the incommunicable joy of that 
mother, as her fingers wove the threads of that 
little coat, as her eyes saw it grow into shape, and 
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colour, and shade, as the increasing stature of the 
wearer rendered the increase of her labour necessary. 
You must be converted and become a little child, a 
dutiful, affectionate, and pious child, like Samuel, to 
conceive the delight of seeing his parents return, of 
putting on his new garment, of exhibiting his mo- 
ther’s present. These nothings are the bond of af- 
fection among virtuous minds, and are the source of 
their felicity. 

This we settle as a more advanced stage of edu- 
cation, as far as it depends upon the mother. To 
part with the child firmly and unreluctantly when 
the proper hour of separation comes; to preserve 
the commerce of affection by works and messages 
of kindness; and to subject every feeling and pur- 
suit to the known and declared will of God. Let 
no one, O woman, usurp thy province, let no one 
step between thee and thy child, and steal his af- 
fections from thee. What, suffer him to have a 
step-mother while thou art yet living! Forbid it 
nature, forbid it decency, forbid it religion. But 
the hour of separation is arrived, you have done your 
duty, he must now pass into other hands; as a mo- 
ther you retained him, as a mother resign him. 
You have not laboured in vain: you have not spent 
your strength for nought and in vain. Be of good 
cheer, you have trained him up in the way in which 
he should go, and when old he will not depart from it. 
‘Your heart shall rejoice in him many days hence. He 
shail be to thee a crown of glory when thou art drop- 
ping into the grave. 
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Thedisorderly stateof Eli's family, theconsequence 
of a careless and neglected education, will, through 
the Divine permission, be the subject of the next 
Lecture. 

I conclude with addressing myself in a very few 
words, First, to the parents of the other sex. You 
may see what a heavy burden God and Nature ha -e 
laid upon the weaker of the two, You are bound 
in justice, in humanity, in gratitude, to alleviate it. 
To no purpose will the mother watch and toil unless 
you co-operate. She has part of her reward in her 
very employment ; her recompense will be complete 
if she obtain you approbation, and retain your affec- 
tion. Has offence arisen, does calamity press, is the 
spirit ruffled, is her person changed ? reflect, she is 
the mother of thy child; perhaps she lost her looke, 
her health, it may be her spirits and temper, in 
doing theeduty of a mother. She ought to be the 
more estimable in your eyes. . 

Let me next speak for a moment to ingenuous 
youth. Young man, superadded to all the other 
motives to virtue, if you feel not the force of this 
you are lost indeed. There is a worthy woman in 
the world who loves you as her own soul, who gave 
you your first nourishment and instruction, who 
brought you into life at the risk of her own, to whom 
nothing that affects you can be a matter of indiffer- 
ence. She is jealous over you witha holy jealousy. 
If you tread in the ways of wisdom, how her heart 
will be satisfied within her! If you decline from the 
right path, if you become “a son of Belial,” you will 
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rengl her with severer pangs than those which she 
endured in bringing you into the world. And can 
your heart permit you to plunge a dagger into the 
heart of your own mother? Who does not shudder at 
the thought of a parricide so detestable, so mon- 
strous? For a mother’s sake, renounce that “ cove- 
“nant with death :” retrace thy wandering steps, 
resume the reins of sclf-goyernment, and return to 
real rest and joy. 

Young woman, let thine eyes be still toward the 
nurse, the guide, the comforter, the refuge of thy 
early years. Alleviate, by partaking of the burdens 
and labours of her station ; dissipate her solicitude ; 
soothe her pains ; give her cause to bless the day 
that she bare thee, Trust in her as thy most pradent 
counsellor, as thy most assured fiiend, as thy moat 
intelligent instructor. Do her good, and not evib, 
all the days of thy life. Rise into usefulness, into 

simportance, into respectability, by marking her 
footsteps, imbibing her spirit, following her example. 
A daughter unkind, undutiful, ungrateful to a mo- 
ther, is of all monsters the most odions and digust- 
ing. Youthful excellence is never more amiable and 
attractive, than when it seeks retreat and retirement 
under the maternal wing, and, shrinking from the 
public eye, secks its reward in a mother’s smile of 
approbation. 
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LECTURE XXV. 


1 SAMUEL I. 12—17, 28, %& 


Now the sons of Eli wore sons of Belial :-they knew not the Lord, 
And the priest’s custom with the pedple was, that whenany 
man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant came, while the 
flesh was in seething, ‘with a flesh-hook of three teeth in his 
hand: and he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or catdron, 
ot pots all thet the fleab-hook brought up, the priest took 
for himself: so they did in Shilob, unto all the Ivraelites 
that came thither. Also before they burned the fat, the 
priest’s servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, 
Give flesh to roast for the priest: for he will not have sodden 
flesh of thee, but raw. And if any mansaid unto him, Let 
them not fail to burn the fat presently ; and then take as 
much as thy soul desireth, then he would answer him, Nay, 
but thou shalt give it me now: and if not, I will take it by 
force, Wherefore the sin of the young men was very great 
before the Lord, for men abhorred the offering of the Lord. 
Now Eli wes very old, and heard sll that his eons did unto 
allarael. And be said nto them, Why do yesuch things? 
For I hear of your evil dealings by all this people, Nay, wy 
. sons: far it is n0 good report that I hear; ye make the Lord’s 
people to tranagress. 


PERFECTION consists in the happy medium 

between the too little and too much. It is emi- 

nent]y conspicuous in every thing that comes inme- 

diately from God. “He is the rock, his work is 

* perfect, and all bis ways are judgment.” Contem- 

plate the stupendous whole, or examine the minutest 
VOL, Iv. - 2B 
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part, and you find no redundancy, no defect. All is 
good, yea, very good. Butman is ever in the extreme. 
Now under the power of an iwdolence which shrinks 
from every appearance of difficulty or danger, and now 
harried on by a zeal which overleaps all the bounds 
of wisdom and discretion. Now he cannot be pre- 
vailed on to begin, and now nothing can persuade 
him to stop. He makes his very good to be evil 
spoken of by imprudence and excess in the manner 
of performing it. 

In nothing is human ignorence and frailty more 
spparent than in the important article of education. 
Itis conducted, at one time, with a severity that 
intimidates and overwhelms; at another, with a 
Jenity thet flatters, encourages, and foster vice. 
One ie driven into an evil course by despair, another 
drawn into it, and fortified in it by excessive indul- 
gence. It is in truth no easy task to manage this 
matter aright. The modes of treatment arcas va+ 
rious as the character and dispositions of the young 
pertons who are the subjects of it. The spplication 
of a general rule is impracticable and absurd. The 
discipline which would oppress one child is hardly 
sufficient to restrain another within any bounds of 
decency. It is happy when the child is inured to 
habits of restraint and submission ‘from the ctadle. 
If the mother has discharged her duty tolerably, the 
business of the father and master is half executed. 
Last Lord’s-day we had the satisfaction of observing 
the clfects of an earlygood education, in the example 
of Hannah the mother of Samuel. ‘We saiv in Ter 
conduct a happy mixture of tenderness and resolu- 
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tion; of sitention to domestic employments, and 
regard to the offices of religion; of moderated an- 
xiety about the safety and comfort of her sqn’s per- 
aon,’ and prudent cancern about the culture of his 
mind, We are this evening to meditate on a sub- 
ject much less pleasing, but not less instructive : the 
ruinous effeats of edueation neglected: youth Jicen- 
tious and norestrained sinking gradually into univer- 
sal depravity, and finally issuing in accumulated 
wretchedness and untimely death. We behold a 
father weak and indulgent : sons profligate and ahan- 
doned; 2 God holy, righteous, and just. 

Observe, in the entrance, the provision which 
infinite wisdom hes been making to supply the 
breach which was ready to be made in the pricat- 
hood. The measure of the iniquity of Eli's sons was 
nearly full, their destruction was hastening on: 
Samuel is already born, instructed in, prepared for, 
the service of the tabernacle ; and the care of a pioys 
mother hes been employed in the hand of Providence 
to counteract the criminal negligence and careless- 
ens of a too easy father. 

‘The representation given ys of the degeneracy 
and diesgluteneas of the Levitical family equals, if 
not excsada, all thet history relates of the irregularity 
aad impurity of idol worship. The law had medes 
deceat, and even aa ample provision for them who 
sinintered at dhe alter, but it bad carefully guanded 
against whatever tended to countenance Joxuryy 
exces. But behold every thing confounded. 

. ana ot 
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directors of religious worship are become the patterns 
of impicty. There is no reverence of God, no 
regard to man. Before the fat of the sacrifice 
smokes upon the altar of Jehovah, the choicest 
pieces of the victim are served up on the abominable 
table of a luxurious priest. The pious worshipper 
has his offering marred, his spirit discomposed, the 
festival of his family peace disturbed and defrauded, 
and indecencies, too shocking to be mentioned, 
close the scene of riot and intemperance. 

All this is easily to be traced up to early habits of 
indulgence: men could not have become thus 
wicked all at once. Had the authority of the 
father, had the sanctity of the high priest, had the 
severity of the judge, interposed to check and 
punish the first deviation from propriety, it had 
never come to this, We may judge of the gentle- 
‘aess with which slighter offences were reproved, 
when the most atrocious transgressions meet with 
so mild a rebuke as this, “ Nay, my sons, it is no 
“ good report that I hear.” This is rather an invi- 
tation tocommit iniquity, than the vengeance of a 
magistrate to expose and suppress it. To point out 
the eggravations of Eh’s offence is neither malicious 
not useless; it is written, among the other things 
in this book, for our instruction, and by the bless- 
ing of God it may prove salutary, as a beacon 
poiating out the rock on which others have made 

wreck, _ . 
igsinst his personel virtue no censere is insina- 
amd. He seems to have been one of those quiet, 
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easy, good-natured men, whi love not to have their 
tranquillity disturbed, and who are loth to disturb 
that of others; who without being vicious them- 
selves, by a passive tameness become the undesigned 
abettors of the sins of other men. The corruption 
of the times must indeed have been very great, when. 
it was supposed possible for the mistress of a family, 
during the solemnity of a sacred festival, to be dis- 
guised with wine, insthe face of the sun, in the 
court of God’s house. But the bare possibility of 
such a case grievously enhances his guilt. He had 
not done his duty as the public guardian of morals 
and religion, else Hannah had not, been suspected 
of intemperance, and the suspicion reflects the 
highest dishonour on both his understanding and 
his heart; his bitterest enemy could not have 
devised a severer censure upon his conduct, than 
that under the priesthood of Eli such enormities 
were committed, and were connived at. 

Men in power are chargeable not only with the 
evil which they do, but also with the evil which 
they might have prevented, but did not. Power is 
delegated ta them for this very end, that they may 
be “a terror to evil-doers,” as well as “<a praise to 
such as do well.” The same carelessness runs 
through the whole of his domestic and public 
administration; a disorderly family, a polluted 
church, a distracted, staggering state; no govern- 
ment, or what was worse than none. The t 
things are the most liable to abuse: and we shall 
give this faulty unhappy father all the credit we can 
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His errors liad their origin perhaps in goodness. 
His natural disposition was mild and gentle; his 
parental affection was great; he was unwilling to 
render any one unhappy; he thought of prevailing 
by love. He began with overlooking trifling faults; 
he flattcred himpelf that the reason and reflection of 
riper years would correct and cure the wildness and 
irregularity of boyish days; “ Surely the young 
“"men will by and by see their folly and grow 
« wiser.” Whro would not rather attempt to rule by 
love? But what is the proper conduct and expres- 
sion of love? What saith the wisest of mankind ? 
‘* He that spareth the rod Aateth the child.” What 
saith the great Father and Saviour of all men? 
% As many as I Jove I rebuke and chasten.” There 
is no such thing as happiness but in habits of order, 
decency, and subjection. The man, or the child, 
who knows no law but that of appetite or caprice, 
must of necessity be miserable. It is cruelty, not 
kindness, to give a man up to himself: and to dream 
& changing habits of indolence, dissipation, aad 
criminal indulgence by remonstrance and reason, is 

ing that reason should survive itself, or that 
it vhoald effect, when énfeebled, disordered, and 
corrupted, what it could not do when clear, and 
sound, and vigorous, But, “the grace of Ged is 
* alinighty, and his inercies are very great.” Nay, 
but who art thou, O man, who datest to expect or 
ask a miracte of grace, with the consciousness of 
having neglected the means whieh, timely etaployed, 
tight, throagh the Diviae blewitg, hate proved 
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eGectual without a miraculous interposition? The 
one tslent is justly taken away from him who hid it 
in the earth, and it is given to increase the store of 
the diligent and faithful servant who, by wisdom 
and industry, had increased his five talents into ten. 

The human mind put under carly culture may be 
made to produce any thing. It possesses a happy 
pliancy which may be moulded into any form. But 
the same plant which, when young and tender, you 
could with a touch bend into what shape you pleased, 
when grown into a tree resists every effort of your 
strength. Cut it down you may, break it you may, 
cleave it asunder you may, but bend it you cannot. 
And, alas, how great a portion of human life is 
spent in useless, unavailing regret for opportunities 
lost, seasons mispent, mischief done, misery incur- 
red! Yet men will not profit even by experience, 
that plainest, most faithful, and most powerful of 
all instructors. Who can view, without pitying 
him, that wretched old man deploring the guilt 
which he himeelf had occasioned, which he wants 
resolution to punish, and wisdom to cure; which 
is proceeding from evil to worse, filling the past with 
remorse, ,and overspreading the future with despair? 
Ab, how heavily he suffers in his age, because those 
profligate sons bore nat the wholesome yoke of 
discipline and restraint in their youth! Who can 
conceive the anguish of Jacob's soul, as he was 
sinking into the grave under the loss of a gracious 
son by the stroke of Providence? But what is it 
sompared to the more dreadful anguish of Eli, look- 
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ing forward in horror to the utter extinction of all 
his family, with the insupportable reflection that all, 
all was chargeable upon himself? 

Thé character and behaviour of the unhappy 
young men is a melancholy and affecting representa- 
tion of the progress of moral corruption. It begins 
in their making light of the ordinances of religion, 
which they were bound by their office to venerate 
themselves, and to recommend by their example to 
others. And you may be assured there is some- 
thing essentially wrong aboutthat man who expresses 
either real or affected contempt for the worship of | 
God. It is a gross violation of the laws of decency 
and good breeding. For what title can you have to 
insult that sober-minded person, who has given you 
No provocation, by deriding or profaning what he 
holds sacred? It is a direct defiance to the laws of 
your country, which have adopted tbe institutions 
of religion, to assist at least in carrying on and sup- 
porting good government, which is so essential to 
public happiness. He that despises, therefore, the 
ordinances of God, is a friend to anarchy, is making 
a wicked attempt to dissolve the bands of society, 
and deserves to be treated as a public enemy. It is 
at the same time an argument of a light and silly 
wind, aimirg to supply the want of consequence, 
by affected boldness, impiety, and singularity ; and 
which, likeevery other species of affectation, generally 
misses its aim. 

* In the example before us, we find irreverence to- 
ward God speedily degenerating into violence and 
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injustice to men. And indeed what hold has society 
of that man who has shaken off the first and strongest 
obligetions of his nature, who has professedly degrad- 
ed himself, and is become less than a man, in mak. 
ing the silly attempt to be thought something more. 
He who begins with defrauding God of his due will 
not long be scrupulous about invading the rights of 
his fellow-creature. The same spirit which defers 
the sacrifice till an upruly appetite be first gratified, 
will by and by proceed to “take by force” the 
portion of another ; and will lose all sense of the just 
claims and real wants of mankind in pride and self- 
ishness. fs 
~ The third stage of this humiliating progress dis- 
covers to ue mea wholly brutified, plunged into the 
lowest, grossest sensuality; sinking deeper and 
deeper in the mire, till nothing remains but the 
image of the most odious and abominable of animals. 
Young man, look at the picture, consider it well, 
If you are so happy as to have preserved your 
virtue, if you have any savour of piety, you must 
regard it with a mixture of indignation and pity ; if 
you are not lost to the feelings of humanity, it will 
fill you with loathing and disgust. The requel will 
teach us many important lessons. For my own part, 
ever since I became a father, I have never been able 
to read this history without trembling; and my 
anxiety has not been diminished by reflecting that 
the children whom .God has given me, neither in 
their bodies, their minds, nor their dispositions, are 
among the lowest of their species. [have an awful 
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conviction that if any of them should unhappily turn 
ent ill, a great part of the blame will be imputable 
to myself. Iam frequently tempted to rejoice that 
none of my grown children have made choice of my 
own profession, the most dangerous, the most re- 
sponsible of all ; and I am much more alarmed at the 
apprehension, that when they are become men and 
women, they mayaccuse me of over-indulgence than I 
am nowof being thoughtharshand unkind by children. 
As the greatest and most respectable part of my 
audience are parents, I must of necessity apply the 
great and important subject of my discourse particu- 
larly to them. And, as I always flatter myself with 
the greater hope of success with female parents, I 
take the liberty of addressing myself first to mothers. 
Providence, my friends, as I have frequently repeat. 
ed, has laid the earliest, the heaviest, and the most 
important part of education upon you ; but ithas also 
alleviated and sweetened the task by many peculiar 
affections and endearments.—Let me suppose you 
have done your duty, and carefully reared up infancy 
and childhood. The charge must then pass into 
other hands, But surely both your heart and con- 
science tell you that you have not yet done with 
“them. Female children in particular are an anxious 
and a lasting burthen upon the mother. They love 
you, they look up to you, they imitate you. You 
must be therefore what you wish them to become. 
~ Willa daughter learn to be industrious from an 
idle, indolent mother? Will she learn to be sober- 
minded by seeing you habitually carried away by 
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the pride of life? Will she catch the spirit of piety 
from one whose very sabbaths are devoted to dissipa- 
tion and pleasure? I will not insult you by suppos- 
ing that a positively bed example has been set, or 
that your darling charge may have grossly deviated 
from the paths of virtue; but let me suppose for a 
moment a case thet may and does happen every 
day; that your daughter has grown up with a vain, 
light, worldly mind ;.thet she has acquired a taste 
for dress and amusement; has become a perfect mis- 
tress of the usual accomphshments of the day and 
place in which we live; bas become an object of at- 
tention and admiration. Let me suppose her attack- 
ed with disease, and that disease perhaps the effect 
of levity and dissipation, See, the roses are fading 
upon her cheek, her “beauty is wasting like a 
“ moth ;” all her vivacity is reduced to the sudden 
glow of the hectic, which is gone before itis well 
come ; she feels the witness of death at ber heart, 
she looks up to you with clouded, wistful eyes, 
and says, “ Ah, my mother, you #aatoo indulgent 
“tome. You assisted the tongue of the flatterer, 
“ and taught me to forget myself, I was made to 
“ believe myself an angel, and now feel that I am 
“worm. Seeking to shine in the eyes of man, I 
“ have neglected the means of finding favour ia the 
sight of God. I now wish I had frequented the 
Bouse of prayer more; I wish I had not frequent~ 
“ed the company of the giddy, the thoughtless, 
S¢ and dhe profane. I do not accuse my dear mother 
of desiguedly misleading mc; but would to God 
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she had better understood her own duty and my 
‘*yeal interest. Life had been more respectable, 
* and death less frightful than I find it to be. O 
“ my God, have mercy, have merey upon me.” 

It had been easy to have added to the strength 
of this address; but even from this the maternal 
heart recoils, and deprecates with horror an hour 
so dreadful. Well, blessed be God, it is yet a great 
way off; and what is more, it is in your power to 
prevent it; I do not mean the stroke of death, but 
the arrow of death dipped in the poison of remorse. 
God grant that none here may ever feel it. 

The criminality of Eli consisted, my brethren, in 
the neglect of his duty; and you have seen how 
fatal that neglect was to himself and to his family. 
Dare I suppose there is a father here who bas been 
more than passive in the corruption of his own child; 
who has been the promoter and the pattern of wick- 
edness; who has with his own hand scattered the 
seeds of death in that precious soil, and trained up 
an immortal being to destruction? Pause, and con- 
sider. Art thou prepared to meet the stings of an 
awakened conscience, accusing thee of murder, of 
foul murder, the murder of thy own son, whom 
thou lovedst? Art thou fortified against the cutting 
reproaches of that child, laying his eternal ruin to 
thy charge? Hast thou prepared thy defence against 
that awful day when a righteous God shall demand 
an account of the sacred trust committed to thee? 
If to contemplate his punishment ata distance be 
woe unutterable, what were it to be at once the 
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cause and the partaker of it? The terrified imagina- 
tion flees from this hell of hells, and seeks refuge in 
prayer toa merciful God that he would gractonsly 
save thee from it. 

Let young ones be persuaded to be patient of re~ 
straint, of correction, and of reproof, You are not 
grieved willingly, you are not afflicted unnecessarily, 
you are not chastised ont of caprice. ‘ My son, 
“hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
* not the law of thy mother; for they shall be an 
© ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains 
* about thy neck. My-son, if sinners entice thee, 
consent thou not.” Prov. i. 8—10. “ A wise son 
“ maketh a glad father; but a foolish son is the 
“ heaviness of his mother.” Prov. x. 1. Venerate 
the name, the day, the house, the worship of God. 
Remember that want of decency is want of sense: 
that the immoderate indulgence of appetite is inimi- 
cal to all true enjoyment: that what is renounced, 
from respect to reason and conscience, is enjoyed : 
that present comfort and future happiness are built 
on habits of order, self-government, justice, henevo- 
Ignoe, and subjection to divine authority. : 


I make no apology for giving this discourse from the press, 
under a title that bears the name of Haxnak: the contrast 
which it presents being her highest encomium, next to the ac- 
count given of Samuel, in the following Lecture, which of 
course closes her history, and fulfils our design, * 
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nfoment, O man, thy child begins to breathe, a 
progress commences which nothing can stop, Grow 
he will and must; cease from all solicitude on this 
score. These feeble limbs will gather strength ; 
by stumbling and falling he will learn to walk and 
ron; after stammering for a while he will come to 
speak plainly, and he who seems at present hardly 
to possess the faculty of sight, will soon distinguish 
object from object. Cease from the vain imagina- 
tion of assisting or of improving Nature. Assist 
Nature! If you try to mend that shape, trust me, 
you will spoil it. Every violent attempt to quicken 
growth will but retard it, and an over-solicitude to 
preserve health will infallibly scatter the seeds of 
distemper. Toward the improvement of the bodily 
faculties, the most anxious and intelligent parent 
can do just nothing at all; “* by taking thought he 
© cannot add one cubit to the stature ;” it is by cul- 
tivating the mind only, that the features, shape, and 
person can be improved. 

The reverse of this is the practice of the world. 
The whole attention is directed to personal accom. 
plishment. Nature is cramped, stretched, distorted, 
to humour an absurd taste and an erroneous judg- 
ment, and she avenges herself for the unwise en- 
croachment on her province, by encroaching, in 
her turn, on the province of reason and discre- 
tion; thus rendering all their late efforts useless and 
unprofitable; thus making education, which is clog- 
ged with so many difficulties already absolutely i im- 
practicable, What can the wisest ‘master do, I 
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beseech you, with a temper soured by hebits of 
unnatural restraint, with a mind rendered sickly by 
petty attentions to panctilio, with a spirit swallowed 
up in a sense of its own importance? And yet the 
master is blamed for the fault which parents them- 
eelves have committed. Guard your child as well 
as you can from accidents. See that his food be 
simple and wholesome, and be administered in due 
season; let his body‘be free and unfettered; his 
clothing light and easy; his exercises, both as to 
kind and duration, of his own choosing; and he 
will grow on and increase in stature, he will acquire 
vigour, will preserve sweetness of temper, will be 
happy in himeelf, and source of happiness to all 
around him; he will pass with cheerfulness, like 
Samuel, into the hands of his instructor, without 
any prejudices, but such as are on the side of good- 
ness, and through the blessing of Heaven he will 
day by day fulfil a parent's hope, and constitute a 
parent's joy. ~ 

There is a fruitless, perbaps e sinful, anxiety of 
another kind, which parents sometimes express, and 
which often becomes @ source of distress to them- 
selves, and of partiality and injustice to their chil- 
dren. [ mean the sex of their offspring. The 
expectation of pride, avarice, ignorance, or caprice, 
presumes to usurp the prerogative of Omniscience, 
and in the event of disappointment, cruelty and 
injustice to an innocent babe are superadded to 
impiety toward a wise and righteous God. It is 
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dangerous as well as criminal to assume the in- 
communicable attributes of Deity. The man is 
equally unhappy in attaining or missing his object, 
if he pursue it neglecting, defying, or accusing the 
interposition of Providence. There is an instance 
of goodness in the divine administration, which 
is too generally overlooked, and too little prized 
and acknowledged, namely, the perfect and exact 
conformation of children, both in body and mind. 
Among the myriads which are daily born into the 
world, how rare are the exceptions from the generat 
rule! Every one bears the marks of sovereign wisdom, 
is the production of Omnipotence, has the image of 
God impressed upon him. How few exceed or fall 
short of that just standard in respect of stature! 
How few are born deprived of the use of reason, 
how few deficient or redundant in their bodily 
organs! And may not even those few deviations 
from the general rule, those acts of divine sove- 
reignty in the government of the world, serve, in a 
future economy, more: gloriously to illustrate the 
perfections of Him who hes formed all things to 
the honour of bis own great name ? 

Is thy child, @ man, born complete in all his 
members, is he endued with the ordinary intellec- 
tual powers, is he like the children of thy neigh- 
hour? How much art thou indebted to the goodness 
of Heaven? Are his faculties, corporeal or mental. 
as perental partiality is frequently disposed to be- 
lieve, superior to those of others? Remember, it is 
a great addition to thy charge; see “that thou mar 
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not the work of God, disfigure not thet fair fabric, 
pervert not talents peculiarly pretious and rare, let 
not thy glory be turned into shame. Has Provi- 
dence, O womah, wounded thee where thy sensi- 
bility is greatest, in the fruit of thy womb? Be of 
geod comfort, He in whom thou trustest, on whont 
thou hast believed, saith, “ Behold I make all 
“ things new.” Then “ the eye of the blind shall 
“be opened, and the ear of the deaf uustopped, 
* then the lame man shall leap as an hart, and the 
* tongue of the dumb sing.” “ The vile body shall 
“ be changed and fashioned like to Christ's glorious 
* body.” Then the soul which scarcely awoke to 
reason shall discern judgment, and the wandering 
spirit shall be brought back to composure and tran. 
quillity. Young man, young woman, hast thoa 
received from the bountiful hand of Nature a sound 
mind in a sound and well-proportioned body ? defile 
not, destroy not that fair temple; let it be “an 
“habitation of God through the Spirit;” let the 
image of the divine inhabitant shine serenely on 
that forehead, beam benevolence from that eye, distil 
in accents of kindness from those lips. Force not 
upon the eye of the beholder the humiliating contrast 
between a lovely form and a hateful disposition; be 
all of a piece. 

Observe, secondly, the work of education, the 
influence of virtuous habits and example. Samuel 
hhot only grew on, but grew gracious, he grew in 
favour, There is naturally a prejudice, in the first 
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instance, in favour of youth and beauty, independ- 
ent of other qualities; but that prejudice quickly 
dies away where personal comeliness is unsupported 
by corresponding goodness. But if it be found dis- 
figured by vice, not only is the favourable impression. 
effaced, but exchanged for counter impression of 
detestation and contempt. As, on the contrary, the 
Prejudice against ordinary looks is also momentary, 
when we find them allied to sense and talents, to 
piety and modesty; and our esteem and veneration 
of the character are highly increased from our ex- 
pecting leas. 

Poor indeed is that virtue which lives only in the 
estimation of the world, which aims only at the ap- 
probation and praise of men ; but on the other hand, 
true virtue will always be concerned to preserve ree 
putation, will ever prefer a good name to great riches, 
and unaffectedly rejoice in the esteem of the wise 
and good as a part of its reward. What a motive 
was it to a youth like Samuel to persevere in well- 
doing, to grow in grace, to have his decency of be- 
haviour, his filial affection, his docility, and sub- 
mission to Eli, his unassuming piety, his growing 
wiedom, his expanding faculties, observed and com- 
mended by all who came to attend the service of the 
tabernacle? This is not pride, it is the honest con- 
sciousness of a worthy mind, leving and seeking 
what is good, not for the sake of fame, but for its 
own ; yet rejoicing in fame as one of the fruits of 
goodness, That boy, that youth, that man, that 
woman is lost, who is, or who professes to be, indif- 
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ferent about the opinion of the world. The love of re- 
putation is one of the trees of Nature's planting, and 
none of her plants are easily rooted up; it often sur- 
vives the hope of life itself, and the man discovers 
an earnest concern about his memory, after he has 
resigned his head to the executioner, and his body to 
the grave. 

I recommend not to you, my young friend, that 
servility of deportmnent, that fawningness of submis- 
sion and compliance, which aims at the applause of 
every one alike, which is continually fearful of giv. 
ing offence, which shrinks from doing good lest by 
some it might be misconstrued ; but that steadiness 
and perseverance in rectitude which Jooks and goes 
straight on, which neither courts nor shuns the 
public eye, which can rejoice in the addition of the 
praise of men to the testimony of a good conscience, 
but trembles to think of purchasing the one with the 
loss of the other. It gencrally happens in this case 
as itdid to Solomon in another. Young men who 
pursue virtue on its own account, and who ask wis- 
dom of God in the first place, certainly obtain what 
they seek and pray for, and they also obtain what 
they neither asked nor sought, the love of their 
fellow creatures: the favour of man comes unsolicit- 
ed to him, while he was pursuing a much higher 
object, peace with God, and peace with himself; 
while he who aimed at the inferior object. alone 
misses even that little, and thus becomes poor in- 
deed. The foundation of Samuel's future eminence 
and usefulness was thus laid in the early and tender 


m= MISTORY OF HAWHAY, Chore, EXVI. 


care of a wise and pious mother, The youth had 
never been respected in the temple, had never bacn 
the object of general favour abroad, had the child 
learned to be froward, petulant, or peevish in his 
father’s house. O woman, would you have the 
world to think of your darling son-as you do, put 
yourself betimes in the place of an unconcerned 
spectator, view him as an entire stranger would do, 
and let discretion regulate the overflowings of your 
heart. Ab, had Hannah favoured her child more, 
Israel had favoured him less! How ample and how 
sweet, even in this would, are the rewards of self-go- 
yernment, of self-denial, of moderation! Men lite- 
rally, in many instances, enjoy what they reject, 
and lose what they gain. He who lendeth to the 
Lord lays out his property on the best security and 
to the greatest advantage. Samuel is infinitely 
more his mother’s at Shiloh than at Ramah ; his 
worth is multiplied in proportion as it is communi- 
cated, and it enriches the public fund without im- 
poverishing the private stock. The eyes of a whole 
people are already to him, the expectation of man 
keeps pace with the destination of Providence ; and 
the child ministering in a linen ephod becomes more 
gracious, from comparison with the polluted mini- 
etratian of ungracious and ungodly men, 

Observe, thirdly, Youth's highest praise, the 
fost glorious reward of goodness, the happiest effect 
ef good education, Samuel was “in favour with 
God." To obtain this most honourable distinction 
much more wes requisite then @ regular and modest 
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deportment, much more than promising talents and 
childish innocence, and the other qualities which 
attract and captivate the eyes of men. The love of 
God has been betimes shed abroad in that heart, 
Hannah has been mindful of her vow, and has 
taught her son to remember his Creator in the days 
of his youth; and how grateful is early piety to 
him who saith, “ My son, give me thine heart!” 
Lo, God has impressed his own image on that 
tender mind, and sees, and joves, and approves his 
own work. The great Jehovah has designed this 
wonderful child for high things from the very 
womb, has raised him up to be “ the rising again of 
“ many in Israel,” to putifya polluted church, to 
save a sinking state, and is fitting him from the 
eradle for his high destination. 

The eye of the Lord observes with delight the 
progress‘of this plant of renown. He is hastening 
his own work in righteousness. He is ready to per- 
fect by heavenly visions the instructions of a pious 
mother. He is preparing to crown the gracious 
with more grace. The favour of man is frequently 
the child of ignorance or caprice. They love and 
hate they know not why. Sometimes they hate 
where they ought to love, and love where they 
ought to hate; but the favour of God is ever founded 
in knowledge, it is undirected by partial affection 
or personal regards; it is the result of reason, and 
the applause which perfect wisdom bestows on dis- 
nguished excellence. Samuel must have merited 
praise, else this praise hed not been conferred on 
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him. And singular must that merit have been 
which could unite judgments s0 different, interests 
which so frequently clash.' He who makes it his 
study to please man cen hardly be the servant of 
God; and to aim at pleasing God is not always the 
road to the favour of mens Nothing but genuine, un- 
affected goodness could have procured this joint 
approbation of God and man; and there is a charm 
in true goodness which is irresistible, It may be 
overlooked for a season, it may be borne down, it 
may be obscured, it may be misrepresented, it may 
be hated and opposed ; but it will prevail at length, 
will force itself into notice, will arise and sbine, will 
command respect, will silence envy, will triumph 
over opposition ; it will rejoice the wise and good, 
and keep the wicked in awe, : 
‘What mode of address shall I employ to engage, 
for a moment, the attentions of young ones; and 
to impress upon their hearts the importance of my 
subject ? Would to God I could again become a little 
child that, with the lessons of experience, I might 
regulate my own future conduct, and be an useful 
monitor to the simple and inexperienced. I would 
in that case say, My little friend, God and Nature 
have made you lovely. The candour and frankness 
and benevolence of your heart shine upon your 
countenance. Every day discloses some new grace. 
You are increasing in stature ; you are growing in 
favour with all who behold you. Every one thinks 
well, speaks well, hopes well of you. Grow on. 
Preserve that amiable simplicity. Let it be 
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eharm of advancing years, of expanding faculties. 
Let that blooming face be still raised to Heaven 
with modest confidence ; and let those gracious eyes 
still beam good-will tomen. May I never see that 
open forehead clouded and contracted. What, shall 
the horrid traces of vice ever disfigure that form? 
Shall every one that passeth by be constrained to 
tum awey with loathing and aversion? Shall the 
mother who bare thee have her face covered with a 
blush when thou art named? Must she be made to 
mourn the day which was once her joy? Angels 
will behold your progress with delight; they will 
rejoice in ministering unto you; they are ready to 
receive you into their number when your course is 
finished. God himself regards you with smiles of 
complacency; He is ever ready to assist, to coun- 
sel, to protect, to receive you. Let there be joy in 
heaven concerning you. Now, now is the season 
for laying the foundation of useful life, of respect- 
able age, of comfortable death. 

But what do I see? That youthful face already 
degraded by vice! So young, and so horrid! Un- 
happy youth, the depravity of thy heart is painted 
on thy forehead. The sight of thy countenance 
filleth thee with horror. Shame and remorse are 
preying on the marrow in thy bones. In the hours 
of solitude and retirement, stretched on thy bed to 
which sleep is a stranger, thou art constrained to 
reflect on the wretchedness of thy condition; thou 
feelest thyself unworthy of the praises bestowed 
upon thee by the partiality of those who know thee 


me HISTORY OF HANWAR. (Leer. XXVE. 


not; thou blushest im secret, and art filled with 
indignation against thyself, on calling to remem- 
brance the innocence and simplicity of happier days. 
Thou givest up thyself as lost. No, young man, do 
not abandon thyself to despair; add not this to thy 
other offences; there is help for thee, let it re- 
animate thy courage. Though “ cast down,” thou 
art “not destroyed.” However debased that face, 
it is in thy power to amend, to ennoble it. Thou 
wert not destined always to remain an innocent 
child, nor couldest thou: by stumbling and falling 
thou wert to be instructed how to walk and to run. 
Wert thou wounded and bruised; wert thov 
plunged into the abyss, there is an arm nigh thee, 
which is able to raise thee up, to strengthen and to 
heal thee, Multitudes like thyself have been reco- 
vered, restored, established. “As a father pitieth 
* his children, so the Lord” will have mercy upon 
thee, and forgive and receive thee. The impure, 
the profane, the blasphemer, the chief of sinners, 
have repented, have returned, have found favour ; 
and there is hope also concerning thee. Only, for 
the Lord's sakes and for thy soul’s sake, proceed no 
farther, persevere no longer in an evil course. One 
step forward may be fatal ; to-morrow may find thee 
in the place where there is no hope. “ Behold now 
‘is the accepted time, behold now is the day’of 
“ salvation.” “Seek the Lord while he may be 
* found, call upon bim while he is near.” “ The 
“wind 1s boisterous,” the sea rages, thou art 
“ beginning to sink ”—thou art ready to perish ; but 
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shalt not whilst thou art able to exclaim, “ Lord, 
“gave me:” for behold “a very present help in 
* trouble ;” even that helping hand which snatched 
Peter from the roaring gulf:— And immediately 
* Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, 
§ and said unto him, O thou of little faith, where- 
* fore didst thou doubt?” Matt. xiv. 31. 

I conclude with calling upon parents, and guard- 
jans, and instructors ‘of youth, seriously to con- 
sider the importance of the trust committed unto 
them ; and to discharge it under a sense of respon- 
sibility to God, to their pupils, to their country. 
The history under review presses one point upon 
you as of singular moment, and which is closely con- 
nected with every article of education and consequent 
improvement; I mean the study of the happy but 
difficult medium between excessive indulgence and 
oppressive severity. ‘The steady firmness of Hannah, 
the mother of Samuel, furnishes an useful example. 
If ever there was a child in danger of being corrupt- 
ed by indulgence, it was he. But no symptom of it 
appears. He is treated as a mere ordinary lad, and 
from his earliest years to old age. evinces, by his 
conduct, ‘the excellence of the precepts and the 
steadiness of the discipline which formed his charac- 
ter, and which laid the foundation of his eminence. 
He leaves home and parts with his parents, while 
yet a child, with manly fortitude. Already under 
habits of submission to parental authority, he cheer- 
fully transfers that submission to a stranger, to Eli, 
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Untainted by imaginary terrors, the darkness of the 
night, the solemnity of the house of the Lord, silence 
and solitude, and sleep disturbed by extraordinary 
and unseasonable voices, excite in him no silly ap- 
prehension, draw from him no childish complaint, 
deter him from the performance of noduty. In all 
this we cannot but recognize the wisdom, the con- 
stancy, the fortitude of Lis excellent mother. Had 
she been foolishly fond, he had been peevish and 
petulant, timid and discontented. Take a lesson 
from her, ye mothers of young children. If you 
would have these children happy, they must betimes 
be inured to subjection, to privation, to restraint, 
To multiply their desires by unbounded gratifica- 
tion, is the sure way to multiply thelr future pains 
and mortifications, Reduce their wants and wishes 
to the standard of Nature, and you will proportion~ 
ably enlarge their sphere of enjoyment. Let them 
contract no fear but thatof offending God and of com- 
mitting sin. Let them learn to consider all places, 
all seasons, all situations as equal, when duty calls. 
Impress on their opening minds the two great pre 
cepts on which “hang all the law and the prophets,” 
to love the Lord their God, and their fellow-creatures. 
Lead their infant steps to the Friend offlittle children, 
ta the Saviour of mankind ; to the knowledge, the be- 
fief, the love, the hope, the consolationsof the Gospel, 
and thereby preserve them “from paths wherein de. 
* stroyers go.” 

The profligate character and untimely end of 
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Eli's sons, on the other hand, efford a solemn ad- 
‘monition of the inevitably ruinous effects of unbound- 
ed indulgence to the passions and caprices of youth. 
Had they been early habituated to the wholesome 
restraints of piety, decency, and justice, they could 
not have become thus criminal, nor would have 
perished thus miserably. In the excesses which they 
committed we clearly see the relaxed government, 
the careless inspection, the unbounded licentious- 
ness of their father’s house. Neglect, in this case, 
occasioned the mischief. And the neglected field will 
soon be over-run with noxious weeds, though you 
sow designedly no poison in it. Fathers, see to it 
that your instructions be sound, that your deport- 
ment be regular, that your discipline be exact. 
Account nothing unimportant that affects the moral 
and religious character of your son. Precept will go 
so far, example will go farther, but authority must 
support and enforce both one and the other. You 
cannot indeed communicate the Spirit of grace, but 
you can certainly form youth to habits of decency 
and order: and habitual decency is nearly allied to 
virtue, and may imperceptibly improve inte it. Do 
your part, and then you may with confidence “ cast 
* ell your care ”'on God. 

May it not be necessary to throw in a short word 
of caution against the opposite extreme, that of ex~ 
cessive severity to offending youth? This indeed ws 
aot so common as corruptive indulgence; but this 
too exists. How many promising young men have 
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been forced into a continuance in an evil course, 
have been driven to desperation, have become * hard- 
“ ened through the deceitfulness of sin,” because the 
first deviation could find no mercy, because a father 
armed himself with inflexible, unrelenting sternness 
for a slighter offence? Alas, how many amiable, ex- 
cellent, promising young women have been lost to 
God, to their families, to society; have been drag- 
ged into the jaws of prostitution, infamy, and dis- 
ease, and died a premature death, because a father’s 
door was shut, and a mother’s heart hardened against 
the penitent; because her native refuge was no re- 
fuge to the miserable? She returned to her own, 
but her own received her not. Instances, however, 
might be produced of wiser conduct, and of happier 
consequences ; of mercy extended and the wanderer 
teclaimed ; of human parents working together with 
« the Father of mercies,” and succeeding in rekind- 
ling the sacred flame of virtue, in restoring peace to 
the troubled breast, in recovering the fallen to repu- 
tation, to piety, to comfort, to usefulness, So long as 
God “‘waiteth to be gracious,” surely it well be- 
comes man to “put on bowels of mercies, kind- 
“ness, meekness, long-suffering, forbearance, for- 
* giveness, and charity, which is the bond of per- 
“ fectness,” 

Thus have I finished what I proposed, in attempt- 
ing to delineate the female character by instances 
taken from the Sacred Record. In these, and in the 
case of every virtuous woman, we see the great 
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Creator's design fully justified, in making for man 
“an help meet for him.” That.which is necessary 
cannot be despised ; that which is useful ought to be 
valued ; that which is excellent commands respect 5 
that which is improveable calls for cultivation. Bad 
men only revile and undervalue the other sex: the 
weak and ignorant idolize and worship it. The man 
of sense and virtue cgnsiders woman as his equal, 
his companion, his friond, and treats her accord- 
ingly ; for friendship excludes equally invective and 
flattery. In the education and treatment of females, 
too much attention has perhaps been paid to sex, 
Why should they be for ever reminded that they are 
females, while it is of so much more importance to 
impress upon their minds that they are reasonable 
beings, endowed with human faculties, faculties 
capable of, perversion or of improvement, and that 
they are accountable to God for them: Wherefore 
obstruct to them one path to useful knowledge, one 
source of rational improvement or of harmless en- 
joyment? If they are despised they will become 
despicable. Treated either as slaves or as angels, 
they cease tobe companions. Prizethem, and they 
will become estimable; call forth their intellectual 
powers, and the empire of science will be extended 
and improved. 

And let them learn wherein their real value, im- 
portance, and respectability consist. Not in receiv- 
ing homage, but m meriting approbation; not in 
shining, but in useful employment; notin public 
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eminence, bat in domestic dignity: in ac quiting an 
-maintaining influence, not by pretension, vehemence, 
or trick, which are easily seen through, and always 
fail, but by good temper, by perseverance in well- 
doing, and by the practice of unfeigned piety. 
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and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said 
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And they understood not the saying which he 
spake unto them. And he went down with them, 
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And Jesus increased im wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man. 
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baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being 
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like a dove, upon him, and a voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Sen; in 
thee I am well pleased. And Jesus himself began 
to be about thirty ycars of age, being (as was 
supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son 
of Heli. 
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Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the 
devil. And when he had fasted forty days and 
forty nights he was afterward an hungered, And 
when the tempter came to bim he said, If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread. But he answered and said, It is 
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that procecdeth out of the mouth of 
God. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy 
city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thysclf down: for it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thée: and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto 
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him, Jtis written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. Again the devil taketh him np 
into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them, and saith unto him, All these things will 
I give thee, if thon wilt fall down and worship 
me, Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee henoe, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, qnd him only shalt thon serve. 
‘Then the devil Jeaveth him, and, behold, angela 
came and ministered unto him. 


LECTURE XI. 
HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST....-..-.0e00ee+ 157 


Luke iv. 13—32.—And when the devil had ended 
all the temptation he departed from him for a 
season, And Jesus rcturned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of 
him through all the region 1ound about. And he 
taught in their synagogues, being ylurified of all. 
And he came to Nazarcth, where he hed been 
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath-day, and stood up 
for to read. And there was delivered unto him 
the book of the prophet Esaias: and, when he 
had opened the book, he found the place where it 
was written, The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised; to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord. And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the syna- 
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gogue were fastened on him. And he began to 
say onto them, This dey is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears. And all bare him witness, and won- 
dered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of his month. And they said, Is not this Joseph's 
son? And he said untothem, Ye will surely say unto 
methis proverb, Physician, healthyself: whatsoever 
we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here 
in thy country. And he said, Verily, I say unto 
you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. 
But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in 
Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was 
shut up three years and six months, when great 
famine was throughout all the and; but unto none 
of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city 
of Sidon, unto » woman that was a widow. And 
many lepera were in Israel in the time of 
Hliseus the prophet; and none of them was 
cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And all 
they in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, and rose up and 
thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the 
brow of the Lill, whcreon their city was built, that 
they might cast him down headlong. But he pass- 
ing through the midst of them went his way, and 
came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and 
taught them on the sabbath-days. And they 
were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was 
with power. 
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he went into the synagogue on the sabbath-day, 
and stood up for to read. And there was delivered 
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unto him the book of the prophet Esaias: and, 
when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised; to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of. the Lord. And he closed the book, 
and gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the cyes of all them that were in the syna- 
gogue were fastened on him, And he began to say 
unto them, Thisday is this Scripture fulfilled in 
your ears. And all bare him witness, and won- 
dered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of his mouth, 
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Luke iv. 20—-32.—And he closed the book, and he 
gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And 
the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him, And he began to say unto 
them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
ears. And all bare him witness, and wondered. 
at the gracious words which procecded out of his 
mouth, And they said, Is not this Joseph's son ? 
And he said unto them, Ye will eurely say anto me 
this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever 
we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here 
in thy country, And he said, Verily I say unto 
you, no prophet is accepted in his own coyntry, 
But I tell you of atruth, many widows were in 
Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was 
shut up three years and six months, when great 
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famine was throaghont all the land: bat unto 
nome of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that wasa widow. And 
waarry lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus 
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving 
Neaman the Syrian. And ail they in the syns- 
gogue, when they heard these things, were filled 
with wrath, and rose up, and thrust him out uf 
the city, and ied him unto the brow of the hill, 
whereon their city was built, that they might cast 
him down headlong. But he, passing through 
the midst of them, went his way, and came down 
to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them 
on thesabbath-days. And they were astonishedat 
his doctrine: for his word was with power. 
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Matt, iv. 12—22.—Now, when Jesus had heard that 
John was cast into prison he departed into Galilee; 
and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Caper- 
naum, which is upon the sea-coast, in the borders 
of Zabulon and Nephthalim ; that it might be ful- 
filled -hich was spoken by Esaiss the prophet, say- 
ing, The landof Zabulon, and the land of Nephtha- 
lim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles; the people which sat in darkness 
sew great light; and to them which sat in the re- 
gion and shadow of death light is sprung up. From 
thattime Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jesus, 
walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, 
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, extt- 
ing a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And 
he saith unto therh, Follow me, and I will make you 
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fishers ofmen. And they straightway left theirnets, 
and followed him. And going on from thence,be saw 
ather two brethren, Jnmes the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, ina ship with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets; and he called them. 
And they immediately left the ship and their father, 
and followed him. 
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Luke x, 17—22.—And the seventy returned again 
with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject 
usto us through thy name, And he said unte 
them, 1 beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven. Behold I give unto you power to tread on, 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy: and nothing shail by any means hurt 
you. Norwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the 
spirits are subject unto you: but rather rejoica, 
beeanse your nemes are written inheaven, In thet 
hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that theo 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes: even 20, Father; 
for so it seemed goodin thy sight. All things are 
delivered to me of my Father: ang nomen know- 
eth who the Son is, but the Father; and wha the 
Father is but the Son, apd he to whom the Son 
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riage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus 
was there. And both Jesus was called, and his disci- 
ples, to the marriage. And when they wanted wine, 
the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no 
wine, Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have 
T to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His 
mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he 
saith unto you, do it. And there were set there 
six water-pots of stone, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two or three, 
firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the 
water-pots with water. And they filled them up 
to the brim. And he saith unto them, Draw out 
now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 
they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and knew 
not whence it was, (but the servants which drew 
the water knew,) the governor of the feast called 
the bridegroom, and saith unto him, Every man 
at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and 
when men have well drunk, then that which is 
worse: but thon hast kept the good wine until 
now. This beginning of miractes did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory: 
and his disciples believed on him. 
LECTURE XVII. 
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Luke iv. $s—44.—And he arose out of the sy- 
Bagogue, and entered into Simon’s house: 
and Simon’s wife’s mother was token with 5 
great fever; and they besought him for her. 
And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; 
end it left her. And immediately she arose, 
and ministered unto them, Now, when the sun 
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was setting, all they that had any sick with divers 
diseases brought them unte him: and he laid his 
hands on every one of them, and healed them. 
And devils also came out of many, crying out, and 
saying, Thou art Christ, the Son of God. And 
he, rebuking them, suffered them not to speak: 
for they knew that he was Christ. And when it 
was day he departed, and went into 2 desert place; 
and the people sought him, and came unto him, 
and stayed him, that he should not depart from 
them. And he said unto them, I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore 
am I sent, And he preached in the synagogues 
of Galilee, 
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John ii, 13—17.—And the Jews’ passover was 
at hand; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 
and found in the temple those that sold 
oxen, and sheep, and doves, and the chan- 
gers of money, sitting; and when he had made 
@ scourge of small cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; 
and poured out the changers’ money, and over- 
threw the tables: and said unto them that sold 
doves, Take these things hence; make not my 
Father’s house an house of merchandise. And 
his disciples remembered that it was written, The 
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 
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seid unto him, What sign showest thou unte 
w weing that thoa doest these things? Jesus 
answered and ssid unto them, Destroy thia 
femple, and in three days I will raise it np. 
‘Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was 
this temple in building, and wilt thou rear # 
up in three daya? Bot he spake of the temple of 
his body. When, therefore, he waa riven. from 
the dead, bis disciples remembered that he had 
said. thix unto them; and they belicved the Scrip- 
tare, and the word which Jesus hed said. Naw, 
when he was in Jerumlem at the passover, in the 
feast-day, many believed in his name, when they 
saw the miracles which he did. But Jesns did not 
commit himself unto them, because he knew all 
men: and needed not that any should testify of 
man: for he knew what was in man. 


LECTURE XX. 
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After administering the Lord's Supper. 

1 Cor. xv, 35—44.— But seme man will say, How are 
the dead raised up? and with what body do thoy 
come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
q@itickened exceptitdie. And that which thousowest, 
thou sowest not that body that shail be, but bare 
grein, itmay chance of wheat, or of someothar grais: 
but God giveth it « body as it hath pleased Him, 
and to every seed his own body. All flesh ig not 
the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and 
another of birds, There are also celestial bodies, 
and-boiies terrestrial; but the glory of the celestint 
inoue, aud tha ghany ef the terscstrial is another. 
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‘There is due glory of the ami, and another glory 
of the moon, and another ghory of the atara; for 
one star differeth from another star in glory. So 
also is the resurrection of the dead: it is sown in 
corruption, it is raised in incorruption: it is sown 
in dishonour, it is raised in glory: it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power: it is sown a a- 
taral body, it is raised a spiritual body. ‘There ls 
@ natural body; and there is a spiritual body. 


LECTURE XXiI. 
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John iv. #6—54.—So Jesus came again into 
Cana of Galilee, where he made tho water 
wine, And there was a certain nobleman, 
whose son was sick at Capernsum, when he 
heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into 
Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him 
that he would come down and heal his son: for he 
was at the point of death, Then said Jesus unto 
him, Except ye see signs and wonders ye will not 
believe, The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come 
down eve my child die, Jesns saith unto him, 
Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man be- 
lieved the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, 
amd he went his way. And es he was now going 
down his servants met him, and told him, saying, 
Thy son liveth. Then inquired he of them the 
honr when he began to amend. And they said 
unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him, So the father knew thet it was at the 
same hour in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy 
son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole 
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"house. This is agein the second miracle thet 
Jesus did, when he was come out of Judea into 
Galilee. 
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Matt. viii. 5-12, and Luke vii. 1—10.—And when 
Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came 
unto bim a centurion, beseeching him, and 
saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto 
him, 1 will come and heal him. The centurion 
answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that 
thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak 
the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 
For I om a man under authority, having soldiers 
under me, and I say to this man, Go, and he 
goeth; and xo another, Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 
‘When Jesus heard it he marveled, and said unto 
then that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have 
not found so great faith, no not in Israel, And I 
say unto you, that many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But 
the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth. And Jesus said unto the centarion, 
Go thy way, and as thou hast believed, 0 be it 
done unto thee. And his servant was healed in 
the sclf-same hour.—Now when he had ended all 
his sayings in the andience of the people, he en- 
tered into Capernoum. And a certain centurion’s 
servant, who was dear unto him, was sick and 
.Tfeady to dic. And when he heard of Jeans, he 
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tent sto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching 
‘him that he would come and hes! his servant. 
And when they came to Jems, they besought him 
instantly, saying, that he was worthy for whom he 
should do this; for he loveth our pation, and he 
hath built us 2 synegogue. Then Jesus went 
with them. And when he was now not far from 
the houte, the centurion sent friends to him, say- 
ing unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself; for I am 
not worthy that thon shonldest enter under my 
roof; wherefore neither thought I myself worthy 
to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my 
servant shall be healed. For I also am a man set 
under authority, having under me soldiers; and I 
say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do 
this, and he doeth it, When Jesus heard these 
things he marvelled at him, and turned him about, 
and ssid unto the people that followed him, I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no not 
in Ierael, And they that were sent, returning to 
the house, found the scrvant whole that had been 
sick. 
LECTURE XXII. 
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John w. 1~14.—After these things Jesus went over 
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias, And 
8 great multitude followed him, because they saw 
hismiracles which he did on them that werediseased, 
And Jesus went up into 2 mountain, and there he 
est with his disciples, And the passover, a feast of 
the Jews, was nigh. When Jcsus then lifted up 
his eyes, and saw a great company come unto 
him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we bay 


Als 





CONESNES, 


bread, that these msy eat? (And this be said to 
prove him: for he himself knew what he would 
do.) Philip answered him, Two bundrsd penny 
worth of bread i« not sufficient for them, that 
every one of them may take alittle. One of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith 
unto him, There ise Ind here, which hath five 
barley loaves, and two small fishes, but whet are 
they among so many? And Jesus said, Make 
the men sit down. Now there was much grass 
in the place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; 
and when he had given thanks he distributed to 
the disciples, and the disciples to them that were 
set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as 
they would. When they were filled, he said 
unto his disciples, Gather mp the fragments that 
vemain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they 
gothered them together, and filled twelve baskets 
with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which 
remained over and above unto them that had 
eaten. Then those men, when they had seen the 
miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth 
that Prophet that should come into the world. 


SACRED BIOGRAPHY. 


LECTURE I. 


JOHN I. 1—14 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 
life; and the life was the light of men, And the light 
shiveth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it 
not. ‘There was @ man sent from God, whose name was 
John, The same came for a witness, to benr witness of 
the light, that all men through him might believe. He 
was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
light. That was the true light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world. He was in the world, end the 
world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not, But as 
Many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God; even to them that believe on his name: 
which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth. 


"THE idea of 2 beginning involves that of ante- 

cedent existence, from which that beginning ori- 

ginated. The beginning of a man’s life implies 
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parentage; the being of a tower, of a city, neces- 
sarily supposes a pre-existent head to plan and a 
hand to execute. The vast frame of nature must 
have had its commencement from a preceding skill 
to contrive and a power to perform. The Mosaic 
account of the Crcation is the only one that sound 
reason can admit. If Gop created the heavens and 
the earth, Gop was before the heavens and the 
earth. Moses the historian and John the evan- 
gclist carry us back to one and the same era, carry 
us up to one and the same all-wise, all-powerful 
Being. Nature and grace issue from the same 
source, and tend toward the same grand consum- 
mation. The prophet and the apostle employ the 
self-same terms to describe the same objects.“ He 
“ that built all things is God.” 

Wt has been remarked that the four Evangelists 
introduce their great subjecr in a retrogede series 
of representation, Matthew's Gospel opens with a 
display of the Saviour's huwanity, and presents 
us with his descent ag a min. Mark conveys us 
back to the age of prophecy, and “ the beginning 
“ of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God” is 
traced up to the predictions of Malachi and Isaiah. 
Luke the beloved physician refers us to the Levi- 
tical priesthood, to the altar of incense, and the 
services of an carthly sanctuary, “a shadow of 
“ good things to come.” But John soars above all 
height ; he recurs to the birth of nature, and as- 
scribes that birth to a pre-existent omnific Worp, 
which in “ the fuiness of time was made flesh, and 
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* dwelt among us.” We have beheld lis glory 
displayed in the ages before the flood, in the per- 
sons and predictions of patriarchs and prophets, 
by whom “ God at sundry times and in divers 
“manners spake unto the fathers.” But Moses 
and Elias have disappeared; the “ voice crying in 
“ the wilderness” is heard no more; it is lost in a 
* yoice from heaven” saying, “ This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye Him.” 

We are now therefore to contemplate * him, to 
*¢ whom all the prophets gave witness,” in his own 
person, doctrine, and mighty works; and, as the 
order of things prescribes, our contemplation must 
commence in what he was in the beginning, prior 
to the lapse of time, for “ he is before all things, 
“ and by him all things consist.” John, “ the dis- 
“ ciple whom Jesus loved,” long survived the rest 
of his fellow-disciples. He knew what some of 
them had written. He lived to see the progress of 
the truth as it is in Christ. Eie saw the divine 
origin of Christianity demonstrated by its success, 
and be became a joyful martyr to the truth which 
he published to the world. A “ brother and com- 
“ panion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
“ patience of Jesus Christ,” in common with other 
saints, he retired into exile in “ the isle that is 
called Patmos,” a cheerful victim to “the word 
* of God, and the testimony of Jcsus Christ.” In 
that sacred retirement, more to be prized than all 
the blessings of society, he is visited with the +vi- 
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sions of the Almighty, and becomes the highly 
honoured minister of unfolding the character, of- 
fices, and work of his divine and beloved Master, 
from the days of eternity to the final consumma- 
tion, when He who sitteth upon the throne shall 
say, “ Behold, I make all things new.” The Gospel 
according to St. John and the Revelation of St. 
John may therefore be considered as together form- . 
ing an abstract of the plan of Providence from the 
first dawning of light upon the world of nature to 
the perfect day of “ the restitution of all things.” 
And one and the same Agent is represented as the 
animating principle which is before all, and through 
all, and in all. 

In the beginning. The mind, with all its powers, 
loses itself in surveying the works and the ways of 
God. Ihave a dark indistinct recollection of my 
first emersion into thought. I can remember some 
of the impressions made, of the sorrows and joys 
felt, when I was a little child. Soon after I began 
to exist, I began to perceive that I did exist, but 
for the knowledge of all that preceded I stand in- 
debted to a father's intelligence, to a mother’s ten- 
derness, They were to me the beginning of days 
and the oracles of truth. Their own pittance of il- 
lamination fiowed in the same channel. But there 
must have been a point when thought began. 
‘There must have been an intelligence which could 
communicate the power of comprehension; there 
must have been a spirit which could breathe into 
man’s nostrils the breath of life; there must have 
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been one without a beginning to make a beginning. 
And who He was the Evangelist unfolds. 

In the beginning was the Worp. Let us not 
contend about the import of a Greek term. If our 
evangelist bas not an intention to mislead, but one 
idea can be affixed to that term. He is evidently 
describing God the creator, in the view of leading 
us to know and to acknowledge the Redeemer of 
mankind as one and the same with him. “ Who 
“was made flesh ‘and dwelt among us?” Who 
‘ came to his own and his own received him not?” 
Who “ was despised and rejected of men?” The 
Worp that was in the beginning, and who has 
revealed himself by a display of so many glorious 
attributes. ‘ Without controversy, great is the 
“ mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the 
“ flesh.” Is this proposition to be rejected because 
it is mysterious? For the same reason the system 
of nature, in whole, and in all its parts, is to be 
rejected. All is mystery; and all is revelation and 
discovery, from the insect too small for sight 
swimming in a drop of water, up to yonder flaming 
orb which revolves at an immeasurable distance 
over our heads. Is not man a great mystery to 
himself? But is he to renounce his being because 
he is unable to explain it? Is he to call the union 
of matter with mind an absurdity because their 
mutual influence cacapes his penetration? How 
many combinations actually exist of which we have 
no perception, and which we would pronounce to 
be impossible! In all the ways and works of the 
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Most High there is a wonderful mixture of Iumin- 
ousness and obscurity, of minuteness and magni- 
tude, of complexness and simplicity. And Scripture 
exhibits the connexion of extremes similar to that 
which is apparent in the world of nature and in the 
ways of Providence. This is a presumption at 
least, if not a proof, that they have all one original ; 
and who can that original be but the divine person 
emphatically called THE WonD, which existed in 
the plenitude of power, wisdom, and goodness 
* before the world was,” but of whose pre-cxistent 
state very gencral ideas only are communicated. 
Indeed none other can be communicated, for when 
the miud launches into infinity it is overwhelmed 
and lost, If the wisdom which cries, and the un- 
derstanding which puts forth her voice in the writ- 
ings of Solomon, be the same with the Woro 
which was in the beginning, as a comparison of 
the two passages will render highly probable, we 
shall have a sublime and interesting idea of this 
pre-existent state, The evangelist says, 

The Worp was with Gop, as the deliberative, 
active, determining principle of the Eternal Mind, 
‘The wise man expands the thought, and represents 
the plans of eternal Wisdom as digesting; the 
framing, arranging, supporting, governing, re- 
dceming of a world as in contemplation. As if 
admitted into the counscls of peace, he thus un- 
folds the purpose of bim who worketh all things 
after bis own will, that ll should be to the praise 
of his glory: “The Lord passessed me in the bee 


aor, 14} JESUS CHRIST. ¢ 


«© ginning of his way, before his works of old. I 
“* was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
“Sor ever the earth was. When there were no 
* depths I was brought forth; when there were 
“ no fountains abounding with water. Before the 
* mountains were settled; before the hills was I 
* bronght forth: while as yet he had not made the 
“earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the 
“dust of the world. When he prepared the 
“ heavens I was there; when he set acompass upon 
“ the face of the depth; when he established the 
* clouds above; when he strengthened the fountains 
“of the deep; when he gave to the sea his decree, 
“that the waters should not pass his command- 
“ ment; when he appointed the foundations of the 
“earth; then I was by him, as one brought up 
“ with him ; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
S always before him : rejoicing in the habitable part 
“of his earth; and my delights were with the 
“sons of men.” Thus was the Word with God 
fron: eternity taking pleasure in the prospect of the 
fabric which He was about to rear; of the creature 
whom he was going to frame, and whose nature he 
was in due time to assume; that he might make 
the children of men “ partakers of the divine 
© nature,” an union as mysterious and incompre- 
hensible as that of soul and body, ae that of the 
persons in the Deity, and aa evidently matter of 
truth and revelation as these are. 

And the Word was Gop. Here “the disciple 
© whom Jesus loved” recognizes in his Master, on 
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whose bosom he leaned at supper, “ all the fulness 
“ of the godhead dwelling bodily.” Lest the ex- 
pression the Word was wrrn God might be sup- 
posed to imply separation, difference, as a man who 
sojourns with his friend is nevertheless a different 
being from that friend, the evangelist speaks out 
fairly, fully, unequivocally, the trath which he him- 
self believed, and which he was divinely inspired 
to deliver to mankind, that they also might believe. 
If St. John be not in these words delivering the 
doctrine of the real and proper Deity of Jesus 
Christ, he is either himself labouring under a de- 
lusion, or he intentionally means to deceive, or 
there is no meaning in language, and consequently 
no distinct and safe channel of communication 
between man and man. 

The same was in the beginning with God. John 
speaks as a prophet as well as an evangelist. Fore- 
seeing that “ false teachers” should arise * even 
“ denying the Lord that bought them,” he employs 
a clearncss, a copiousness, a force of expression on 
this momentous point, not to be misunderstood, not 
to be-slighted, not to be explained away. When a 
master charges his servant with a message of peculiar 
importance, he repeats it again and again, he puts 
it into every different form, in order to avoid ambi- 
guity and to prevent mistake. This is evidently 
the case here. It must not be made a question, 
§ Of whom speaketh” the evangelist thus? “ of 
himself, or of some other man?” The identity of 
{lo person is ascertained beyond the reach of doulit, 


Leer. 1] JESUS CHRIST. 


He is the same before time began its race; the same 
who set time a flowing; the same through every 
period of duration; the same under every character 
and in every condition. 

Where is the proof that the Word was God? 42 
things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. Behold the exe- 
cution of the eternal plan. The design is copied to 
an iota, It is the incommunicable prerogative of 
Deity to create. He who creates cannot be himself 
a creature. By the Worp were all things made, 
the Worn therefore could not have been made. 
What God did by the Word of his power he did 
by himself; and “ through faith we understand 
“that the worlds were framed by the Word of 
God.” Mark the universality of this creative 
energy; All things were made by Him. The apostle 
makes a splendid enumeration of those all things, 
in his epistle to the Colossians, i. 16. “For 
“ by him were all things created that are in heaven, 
“ and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whe- 
“ ther they be thrones, or dominions, or principa- 
“ Jities, or powers; all things were created by him 
“and for him.” Wherever therefore there is 
created existence, there is omnipotent, omnipresent 
creating and sustaining virtue, and there can be 
but One Omnipotent, Omnipresent. ‘ Angels” are 
said to “excel in strength,” but that strength is 
imparted, and it is exerted or restrained by a will 
not their own; they “do His commandments, 
* hearkening unto the voice of his word.” Man is 
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capable of doing great things but his power is limited 
to the modification of materials provided to his hand. 
Christians are indecd said to be “ labourers together 
«with God,” and “ workers together with him ;” 
it is the highest glory of human nature; but this 
labouring and working is not in aid to feebleness, 
it goes not to the production of what had no pre- 
vious being; it simply implies the adoption of the 
same views with God, and the imitation of his 
works of goodness and mercy. The united powers 
of angels and men are unequal to the formation of 
a single atom, for, to the ascription of the creation 
of universal nature to tho Word, John subjoins his 
exclusive title to the character of Creator; it is a 
glory which he will not give to any other; “ with- 
© out him was not any thing made that was made.” 
He spake, and it was done; he commanded, and 
* it stood fast.” “ God said, Let there be light, 
“and there was light.” And who but God could 
thus speak, thus produce ? 

In Him was life. In the vegetable world life is 
a state of expansion, a progress of fructification, a 
power of reproduction, but all issuing in the decay 
and dissolution of the parent germ. A grain of 
wheat in order to vitality must itself consume. 
“ That which thou sowest is not quickencd, except 
“it die.” It has not therefore life in itself. It 
was the divine mandate which first generated, and 
which still supports the wonderful process. ‘“ God 
“said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 
“ yielding secd, and the fruit troe yielding fruit, 
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* whose seed was in itself, upon the earth, after his 
“kind: and it was so: and God saw that it was 
“ good.” From the same fountain of life proceeded 
animal nature: ‘ All sheep and oxen, yea, and the 
beasts of the field: the fowl of the air, and the 
“ fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through 
“the paths of the seas.” A higher species of life 
issues from the self same source. “ The Lord God 
“formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
* breathed into his hostrils the breath of life: and 
“ man became a living soul.” In all these grada- 
tions we behold a vita! principle, but that principle 
derived, standing in need of continual supplies, and 
hastening to extinction. Here we are presented 
with life underived, needing no external support, 
inextinguishable. “In Him” supereminently “ was 
* life;” a life of which man is in’a peculiar sense 
partaker: and the life was the light of men. 

‘ The light of the body is the eye;” and a pre- 
cious gift it is. “Truly the light is sweet, and & 
“pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the 
sun.” But the faculty of vision, as well as some 
others, is bestowed in a higher degree of acuteness 
on certain of the animal creation, than upon man. 
He however possesses a light denied to the beasts 
that perish. ‘ There is a spirit in man; and the 
“ inspiration of the Almighty giveth them under- 
standing.” The spirit of man is the candle of 
the Lord,” by which he is distinguished from and 
exalted far above the beasts of the earth and the 
fowls of heaven, And this “ light of men” is the 


Bd HISTORY OF (Leer. 1.7 


gift of Him who “ has life in himself.” * He that 
“planted the ear, shall he not hear? He that 
“ formed the eye, shall he not see? He that teach- 
eth man knowledge, shal! not he know?” 

And the light shineth in darkness. Material light 
necessarily dispels darkness; when the sun rises the 
shadows flee away. But mente! darkness resists 
the clearest light. The great source of intellectual 
day has shined through every age and upon every 
land; but every age and every land have exhibited 
men grovelling in the dark, wilfully shutting their 
eyes, and then denying the existence of light. The 
history of mankind is a melancholy demonstration 
of this, “and this is the condemnation, that light 
“ is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
“ rather than light, because their deeds were evil, 
“for every one that docth evil hatcth the light, 
* neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
“be reproved.” It is a corrupted heart that dis- 
turbs and misleads the intellect. “ If therefore,” O 
man, “the light that is in thee be darkness, 
“ how great is that darkness!” On whom does this 
censure fall? On the rudcr nations, and the grosser 
periods of ignorance and barbarism? Yes, and like- 
wise on periods of illumination and refinement, on 
nations who, in the pride of their heart, appropri- 
ated all wisdom to themselves, and stigmatized the 
rest of mankind with the name of Barbarian ; it 
falls on the boasted ages of Alexander and of Augus- 
tus, on learned Athens and imperial Rome. Of 
them it is that the apostle Paul’ thus writes: 
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© When they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful, but became vain 
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
“darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 
“ became fools: and changed the glory of the un+ 
© corruptible God into an image made like to cor- 
“ ruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, 
“and creeping things. Who changed the truth of 
“ God into a lie, and worshipped and served the, 
“ creature more than the Creator.” This accounts 
for that earnestness of exhortation employed by the 
same apostle in his epistle to the Ephesians: “ This 
«Tsay, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth 
* walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
“their mind, having the understanding darkened, 
* being alienated from the life of God, through the 
* ignorance that is in them, because of the blind- 
“ ness of their heart: who, being past feeling, have 
“ given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work 
all uncleanness with greediness.” Thus though 
the Light of the world shone, and still shineth, 
the darkn.ss comprehended it not. On whom does 
the censure fall? On pagans of ages past and on 
pagans now “ walking in darkness, and dwelling 
in the land of the shadow of death ;” on unbe- 
lieving Jews and the blinded posterity of Ishmact? 
“Alas! “ darkness still covers the earth” of landa 
denominated Christian, “and gross darkness the 
people” who bear that venerable name. What 
gtievous ignorance have we to declare! what im- 
pudent infidelity, what abounding iniquity, what 
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herrid profenation of the name, of the day, of the 
Book of God! “Sun of righteousness, arise” on 
these sinful lands “ with healing in thy wings,” 
deliver us from the power of darkness,” that we 

“ may be light in the Lord.” 

+ The evangelist having displayed the glory of the 
Worn, as the source of all being, whether material, 
animal, or intelligent, adverts to the mission of John 
Baptist his immediate forerunner, “ the voice crying 
“in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
“ Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
“ our God ;” the finger pointing to “ the Lamb of 
“ God which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
Paying all due honour to that ‘ burning and shin- 
“ing light” which came in the spirit and power of 
Elias, he represents him as mercly the harbinger of 
the Laur, the true Light, which lighteth coery man 
that cometh into the world. John Baptist came for 
@ witness, and he faithfully delivered his testimony : 
“ He that comcth after me is preferred before me: for 
“ he was before me—whose shoes’ latchet I am not 
“ worthy to unloose: He must increase but I must 
decrease,” as the morning star “hides his dimi- 
“ nished head” when the great orb of day appears. 

“ Through faith we understand that the worlds 
‘were framed by the Word of God,” but “ the 
“ world by wisdom knew not God.” He was in the 
world through the whole extent of its duration, as 
the all-uphelding Word, the all-regulating power ; 
but the men of the world, even “ the wise and 


 pradent,” discerned him not, acknowledged him 


Lacs, 1.) JESUS CHRIST, 6 


not, adored him not. ‘ The fulness of time” at 
length came. The Scriptures were fulfilled; the 
day which “ Abraham rejoiced to sec” began to 
dawn; the “ Star out of Jacob” arose. Surely man 
will fall down and worship him. They surely at 
Jeast, “to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
“ glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the 
“ Jaw, and the service of God, and the promises, 
*¢ whose are the fathers, and of whom, as concern- 
“ ing the flesh, Christ came,” they surely will flock 
to “ the brightness of his rising.” This is a rea- 
sonable expcctation, but it was not realized. The 
melancholy fact is, He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not, and the prediction is verified 
by the event; “ When we shall see him, there is 
“no beauty that we should desire him; He is 
“ despised and rejected of men”—they “ hid their 
“faces from him; he was despised, and they 
“ esteemed him not.” 

This carries us forward with our evangelist, to 
the great, the eventful day when the Worp was 
made flesh and dwelt among us. The Scripture 
term, flesh, it is well known, means man, human 
hature, the human race. Thus in describing the 
universality of human degeneracy it is said, “ All 
«flesh bad corrupted their ways.” Thus, in con- 
fidence of divine protection, the Psalmist exultingly 
exclaims, “ I will not fear what flesh can do unto 
* me.” And the Prophet, viewing the redemption 
of mankind as co-extensive with mortality, while 
he declares that “all flesh is grass,” triumphs in 
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the thought that “all flesh should see the salvation 
* of God.” To these, innumerable instances might 
be adduced to prove that the Evangelist when he 
says, “ the Worp was made flesh” means to con- 
vey this idea, that the Worp, all-creating, all- 
vivifying, all-illuminating, assumed humanity “ was 
“ in the world,” tabernacled among men, emitted a 
sensible glory, “as of the only begotten of the 
“ Father, full of grace and truth.” “ Verily he 
took not on him the nature of angels ;, but he took 
“ on him the seed of Abrabam:"—“ as the children 
“are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself’ 
« Jikewise took part of the same:” —* in all things 
« it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren:” 
—*¢ for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
“ brethren.” 

And thus, Men and Brethren, we perceive one 
and the same animating principle calling worlds 
into existence, peopling them with angels and men, 
communicating intelligence, exercising unbounded 
empire—and making himself of no reputation, in 
the form of a servant, in the likeness of men, and 
being found in fashion as a man, humbling himself 
toa mean estate, to the suffering of reproach and 
contempt, becoming “obedient unto death, even 
“ the death of the cross.” 

To what meanness of condition ought not we his 
disciples, therefore, cheerfully to submit? “ For our 
* sakes he became poor,” and shall we be ashamed 
of honest poverty? Did he go by the name of 
“ the carpenter's son,” and dare a Christian osten- 
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tatiously to display the heraldry of his ancestors, or 
to blush at what the world calls low birth? “ He 
“hath not despised, nor abhorred the affliction of 
“ the afflicted, nor hid his face from him when he 
“ cried,” and can one ¢alled by his name turn a 
deaf ear to the cry of distress, or hide his face from 
@ poot brother? We cannot like him say, “ Let 
“ there be light” Lazarus come forth ;” we can- 
not like him walk on water or silence the wind; we 
cannot like him give eyes to the blind, or speech to 
the dumb. But we may with him be “ meek and 
* Jowly in heart,” merciful and compassionate, for- 
bearing and forgiving: we can go about doing good, 
and ministering to the necessitous., We cannot 
attain to the height of his divine excellence and 
perfection, but we may with him descend to the 
lowliest offices of beneficence and condescension ; 
we may learn of him to ‘ overcome evil with good.” 
* On the other hand, to what height of clevation 
may not the Christian aspire? Let not the idea of 
temporal elevation seduce you. Think not of “ the 
“ kingdoms of this world and the glory of them,” 
which perish with the using. Christ’s “ kingdom 
is not of this world.” Let not the blind ambition 
of the sons of Zebedee suggest a dream of right and 
left hand places by the side of an earthly throne. 
Be it your study and ambition to “ have this mind 
* in you which also was in Christ Jesus.” Let the 
avarice of the worldly mind accumulate bag upon 
bag, add house to house, field to field, but let a 
VOL, v. c 
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nobler avarice excite you, the disciples of the blessed 
Seaus, to “add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, 
© knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and 
“to temperance, patience; and to patience, godli- 
“ ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and 
“to brotherly kindness, charity.” These are the 
titles, the stars and the ribbons in the kingdom of 
heaven, and “if these things be in you, and abound, 
“they make you that you shall neither be barren 
“ nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
“ Christ.” Let the spirit of adventure and science 
discover unknown regions and nations on the globe, 
and new planets in the firmament of heaven; be it 
your concern, Christian, your study, your employ- 
ment, to contemplate, through the glass of promise, 
“‘ new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
“ righteousness.” Suffer the man of the world to 
enjoy his triumph; suffer him to outstrip his rival, 
to run down his enemy ; be thine the more glorious 
triumph to promote a rival, to spare an adversary, 
as knowing that “‘ He who is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty: and he that ruleth his spirit 
“ than he that taketh a city.” 

Such, disciple of Jesus, be thy holy aspirations, 
such thy pride and ambition ; and may such be thy 
blessed attainments even in time: thought is lost 
in contemplating “the glory that is to follow.” 
‘The beloved disciple shall declare it, in the subli- 
mity of his own conception and expression, or 
rather in the idea and diction with which the [Joly 
Spirit supplied hia pen: “ Behold what manner of 
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*¢ Jove the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
“ should be called the sons of God! therefore the 
** world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
«« Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it 
“doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
“know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
“like him; for we shall see him as he is. And 
* every man that hath this hope in him purifleth 
“ himeelf, even as he is pure.” 


ca 


LECTURE II. 


ISAIAH LUI. & 
‘Who shall declare his generation? 


Tre history of countries generally commences 
with a geographical account of their situation and 
extent; of the climate and sail; of the names and 
the reason of imposing such names; of the era and 
the means of discovery ; of the original inhabitants, 
and of other circumstances tending either to com. 
municate useful information or to gratify curiosity. 
The biographer, in like manner, in delineating the 
life of his prince, statesman, hero, or philosopher, 
usually begins with tracing his pedigree and parent- 
age, and enables the reader to form some acquaint- 
ance with his ancestors, in order to introduce the 
personage himself with greater advantage and effect. 
But both the general historian and the biographer 
quickly lose themselves in research. The origin of 
no nation or individual can be traced up to its source. 
The light becomes fainter and fainter as we proceed, 
the object is rendered more obscure and uncertain, 
till time at Iength spreads his sable mantle over it, 
and we behold it no more. Who then shall declare 
his generation, who “was in the beginning with 
“ God, by whom all things were made, and with- 
© out whom was not any thing made that is made?” 
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«We are advancing, men and brethren, upon holy 
ground; ground sacred as Eden’s bliseful plains, as 
the region which surrounded the bush that burned 
with fire, at Sinsi’s awful summit. Borne aloft on 
the pinions of the celestial dove, we are aiming a 
bold adventurous flight into the heaven of heavens, 
to expatiate through the boundless regions of eter- 
nity, to contemplate objects which “ angels desire 
to look into,” to search into the great mystery of 
 godlincss,” to Jose qurselves in seeking “to know 
* the love of Christ which passcth knowledge.” 

We are going to attempt a delincation of the Life 
and History of Jesus Christ the Saviour of Men. 
My heart fails at the thought of the task which I 
have undertaken ; my tongue cleaves to the roof of 
my mouth, Spirit of Grace establish thou my 
beart— 

— “0 thou my voice inspire, 
“ Who touch'd Isaiah’s hallow’d lips with fire!” 

The question of the prophet which has now been 
read, and which suggested the idea that we mean 
to pursue through this Lecture, is interwoven with 
a variety of pointed and striking predictions which, 
whether taken separately or in their combination, 
can apply only to one person; and who that person 
is, no doubt can possibly be entertained when we 
consider that this is the very passage of Scripture 
to which Philip the Evangelist was providentially 
directed, as a text for “ preaching Jesus,” to the 
Ethiopian Eunuch. I shall not employ any part of 
your time in detailing the verions opinions which 
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have been entertained respecting the meaning of 
the passage in general, or the precise import of the 
term “generation” in particular. The question 
appears simply to be a bold defiance given to all 
created wisdom to investigate, to unfold the gene- 
ration, the origin, the essence of that wonderful 
Person concerning whom such singular circum- 
stances and events are predicted; it amounts to 2 
strong and positive affirmation that it is impossible 
to declare Him as he is, to trace his existence 
through the successive periods of duration up to its 
commencement, as you may do that of a mere man 
from the moment of his birth, or through a series 
of ancestors. What, in this view, is the obvious 
doctrine of the text? ‘That the generation of Him 
whom the Spirit of prophecy and the corresponding 
history represent as an innocent, patient, vicarious 
sufferer, extends beyond the sphere of created nature, 
eludes pursuit, spreads the glory of eternity around 
it, and conceals it from mortal eyes. It is worthy 
of remark, that the genealogy of our blessed Lord's 
humanity is more clear, and distinct, and extended 
than that of any other person. Two several Evan- 
gelists have declared it, pursuing it, through two 
different but parallel channels, up to Abraham, and 
from him up to the common Father of the human 
race. In this respect, therefore, ‘¢ the Spirit him- 
“ self helpeth our infirmity ;” and he who by the 
mouth of Isaiah seems to forbid and defy all in- 
quiry, by the pen of Matthew and Luke makes a 
flear and full discovery, and enables us to trace 
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the pedigree of Jesus Christ, like that of any other 
man, It is the peculiar privilege of the sacred 
volume to unfold the real history of human nature, 
of the globe, of the universe, to follow nature up to 
the hour of her birth, to declare “ the generations 
“ of the heavens and of the earth when they were 
“ created; in the day that the Lord God made the 
* earth and the heavens ;” to exhibit the first man 
Adam in the plestic hands of the Creator springing 
out of the dust of the ground, and, inspired with 
the breath of life, becoming “a living soul.” The 
same inspired volume represents to our attention 
one persun, and one event, as of peculiar import- 
ance; as pervading, influencing, and effecting the 
whole course of Nature aud Providence; as con- 
temporary with every generation of men; as looked 
unto aud longed for by successive ages. In order 
that the trath of God might be fully justified end 
have its complete effect, the relation in which this 
illustrious person stood to those who hed received 
the promises of his coming, is distinctly ascertained 
and minutely described; so that at every period of 
the world we can say, Lo, Heis here, and Jo, He 
is there. But the inspired volume likewise repre- 
sents bim as before all and above all. If therefore 
this book be a Revelation from heaven, it must 
contain real and important truth, and that trath 
clothed in plain, simple, and intelligible language ; 
we must perceive of consequence, in the “ man of 
“sorrows and acquainted with grief,” a person 
whoge generation no one is able to declare, who is 
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* before all and by whom all things do consist :” 
whom all the angels of God are commanded to 
worship, “the heir of alJ things,” by whom the 
worlds were made and are upheld, whose “ throne 
ig for ever and ever:” in one word Christ Jesus, 
* who is over all, God blessed for ever.” 

You are well aware that the doctrine which we 
wish to establish is in the present day violently 
opposed; and while it is maintained in this place, 
it may be perhaps in the next street the subject of 
profane mirth, or of serious argumentation. Think- 
ing as we do, we will not enter the lists of contro- 
versy. We will not employ your time, nor endea- 
vour to enlist your passions, by running down one 
name, party, or opinion, and exalting another; but 
will simply and humbly, though at the same time, 
firmly and unreservedly, propose for your instruc- 
tion and improvement, what appears to be the 
meaning and object of Scripture; and, considering 
the divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
as the first leading object of all Revelation, we will 
uniformly bring it forward in every discourse, If 
therefore these exercises are at all frequented, or 
attended unto, it will be by such as expect, and 
are well pleased, to hear of the great Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the Man Christ Jesus, in his 
original, everlasting, unchanging glory, and io his 
hunniliation, as the son of man, to the form of a 
servant, to the death of the cross, a propitiation for 
sia. To this, we trust, 2o¢ unknown God, our altar 
4s erected, and dedicated, and on it we would again 
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present our whole selves a living sacrifice unto the 
one true God, and “ our Saviour Jesus Christ; to 
“ whom be glory for ever and ever.” 

* Who shall declare his generation?” Incapable 
thou art, O man, to trace back the short and slender 
thread of thy own existence and descent. ‘Thou 
mayest have some faint recollection of weak and 
dependent childhood ; of a father’s carly care, and 
of a mother’s tenderness; of the amusements, the 
companions, the solicitudes, the sorrows and joys 
of thy boyish days. But all beyond is a blank; to 
thee creation began a few years ago; the secund or 
third, at most, of thy own immediate progenitors, 
is blended with the men who lived beyond the flood. 
We are ignorant of and unknown to cach other. 
How much more so are the men of distant nations 
and of times more remote? But family tradition, 
national record, the inspired page, can supply the 
want of personal knowledge, can carry us back to 
departed forefathers, and bring them down to us. 
But what recollection, what tradition, what record, 
can carry us beyond the birth of nature, can convey 
us toa state of existence previous to the lapse of 
time? Now the person of whom the prophet speaks, 
as we saw in the preceding Lecture, is the Worp 
who spake all things into existence, who built the 
world, who spread the flood, who sct time a flowing, 
who “ breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of 
“ life.” Who then of the-sons of men, which of 
the angels of God, shail declare the generation of 
Him who made them what they are, who placed 
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them in their stations, who prescribed to them 
bounds which they cannot pass? The slightest 
detail of nature, O man, presents a mystery which 
thou canst not solve, a world which thou canst not 
comprehend unto perfection. That seed cast into 
the ground cannot be “ quickened except it die;” 
canst thou declare the generation of this insect, to- 
day a butterfly, yesterday a moth, the third day a 
mere lifeless incrustation, and presumest thou to 
explain the great mystery of godlincss, “ God 
* made manifest in the ficsh ;” at so many different 
times in such divers manners made known unto the 
Fathers by the prophets; and in these last days 
unveiled to us in the person of the Son, the bright- 
ness of his Father's glory and the express image of 
his person? We repeat the question, understandest 
thou, and art thou able to uufold, the union that 
exists in thy own frame, between the clay taber- 
nacie and the immortal mind; earth and heaven 
blended in thine own person? And shall « it be 
* thought a thing incredible,” that He who, in the 
uninterrupted course of his providence, produces 
this union whith every one is conscious of existing, 
though no one is capable of explaining, should form 
other combinations, unite other natures, to declare 
his power and manifest his glory? Wherefore should 
it be thought a thing incredible,” that He who 
unites himself to every one of us, through the 
medium of reason and conscience, for carrying oa 
the plan of nature, should have united humanity to 
himself in the person of the Redeemer, in a manner 
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still more incomprehensible, for perfecting the plan 
of redemption? Shall I reject as untrue or absurd 
whatever I do not clearly understand or am unable 
perfectly to explain? The consciousness which I 
have of my own being must be renounced then 
emong the first, and every thing within and around 
us must be reduced to darkness, doubt, and uncer- 
tainty. 

Blessed Jesus, we cannot declare thy generation, 
and would not be wise above what is written, but 
we adore in silent wonder, we rejoice that * the 
* Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,” and 
that men “beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
* only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
® truth.” We rejoice that what we know not now 
we shall know hereafter. Suffice it now that “ we 
‘© see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
“ angels, for the suffering of death crowned with 
* glory and honour, that he by the grace of God 
§ should taste death for every man ;” that “ it be- 
came him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
* are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, 
to make the Captain of their salvation perfect 
§ through sufferings.” We can form no conception 
of a state pre-existent to this frame of nature, for 
imagination itself must draw its ideas from reality ; 

and to give scope to a faculty so fantastical, in 
treating a subject of such high moment, were pre- 
sumptuous and profane. Let us reply then to the 
prophet’s challenge, with the modesty and humility 
becoming creatures so ignorant, so limited, apd s0 
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iraperfect. We presume not to explore the records 
of eternity, to pry into the counsels of peace, to 
measure the infinite Jehovah, his nature, his de- 
crees, his operations, by the contracted line of 
our finite understanding: but taking Scripture for 
our instructor and guide, we will with reverence 
and joy contemplate the manifestation of the Son 
of God in the likeness of man, the mystery of the 
incarnation, his generation as one of our brethren. 
In the next Lecture therefore, if God permit, we 
will endeavour to lead your attention to some of 
the remarkable circumstances which immediately 
preceded the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and which give celebrity and notoriety to 
that illustrious event, and mark the interest which 
eternal Providence took in it, and the importance 
thereby stainped upon it to every serious and re- 
flecting mind. 

We conclude at present, with suggesting from 
what has been said, and from every view which is 
given us in Scripture of the person of the Saviour, 
that there is spread around it at once an effulgence 
that dazzles and repels, and a mildness and sim- 
plicity which composes and attracts. Is he spoken 
of as a Man, we are sent to Bethlehem to behold a 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, to Nazareth 
to converse with the carpenter's son, to Cana of 
Galilee to join with him in the innocent festivity of 
a matriage solemnity, to Bethany to witness the 
endearments of private friendship, to Gethsemane 
to sympathise with the agonizing mourner, to 
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scenes such as daily oceur in human life; but we 
are never left long to consider a mere man in 
situations and employments like oar own, a man of 
like passions with oursclves; the glory of the Lord 
arises, the Son of God stands confessed, a genera- 
tion not to be declared, a power that nothing can 
resist, at which devils tremble, which winds and 
seas obey, to which death and the grave are subser- 
vient. He speaks as never man spake, legions of 
angels are continually‘on the wing to minister unto 
him. Prophecy and history represent him in the 
self-same lights, in alternate humiliation and ma- 
jesty, obscurity and splendour. What a contrast 
does the description of our prophet present? “ For 
“€ unto us a child is born, unto ns a son is given, 
“ and the government shall be upon his shoulder ; 
*€ and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
* sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
“The Prince of Peace, Of the increase of his 
“ government and peace there shall be no end, 
“ upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to cstablish it with judg- 
“ ment and with justice, from henceforth even for 
“ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per- 
“ form this.” The progress of his history, in every 
particular stage of it, will elucidate the same ob- 
servation, and thercfore it shall not now be farther 
prosecuted. 

Again, this subject seems much calculated to 
correct the prejudices which -prevail among men 
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* before all and by whom all things do consist :” 
whom all the angels of God are commanded to 
worship, “the heir of alJ things,” by whom the 
worlds were made and are upheld, whose “ throne 
ig for ever and ever:” in one word Christ Jesus, 
* who is over all, God blessed for ever.” 

You are well aware that the doctrine which we 
wish to establish is in the present day violently 
opposed; and while it is maintained in this place, 
it may be perhaps in the next street the subject of 
profane mirth, or of serious argumentation. Think- 
ing as we do, we will not enter the lists of contro- 
versy. We will not employ your time, nor endea- 
vour to enlist your passions, by running down one 
name, party, or opinion, and exalting another; but 
will simply and humbly, though at the same time, 
firmly and unreservedly, propose for your instruc- 
tion and improvement, what appears to be the 
meaning and object of Scripture; and, considering 
the divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
as the first leading object of all Revelation, we will 
uniformly bring it forward in every discourse, If 
therefore these exercises are at all frequented, or 
attended unto, it will be by such as expect, and 
are well pleased, to hear of the great Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the Man Christ Jesus, in his 
original, everlasting, unchanging glory, and io his 
hunniliation, as the son of man, to the form of a 
servant, to the death of the cross, a propitiation for 
sia. To this, we trust, 2o¢ unknown God, our altar 
4s erected, and dedicated, and on it we would again 
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present our whole selves a living sacrifice unto the 
one true God, and “ our Saviour Jesus Christ; to 
“ whom be glory for ever and ever.” 

* Who shall declare his generation?” Incapable 
thou art, O man, to trace back the short and slender 
thread of thy own existence and descent. ‘Thou 
mayest have some faint recollection of weak and 
dependent childhood ; of a father’s carly care, and 
of a mother’s tenderness; of the amusements, the 
companions, the solicitudes, the sorrows and joys 
of thy boyish days. But all beyond is a blank; to 
thee creation began a few years ago; the secund or 
third, at most, of thy own immediate progenitors, 
is blended with the men who lived beyond the flood. 
We are ignorant of and unknown to cach other. 
How much more so are the men of distant nations 
and of times more remote? But family tradition, 
national record, the inspired page, can supply the 
want of personal knowledge, can carry us back to 
departed forefathers, and bring them down to us. 
But what recollection, what tradition, what record, 
can carry us beyond the birth of nature, can convey 
us toa state of existence previous to the lapse of 
time? Now the person of whom the prophet speaks, 
as we saw in the preceding Lecture, is the Worp 
who spake all things into existence, who built the 
world, who spread the flood, who sct time a flowing, 
who “ breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of 
“ life.” Who then of the-sons of men, which of 
the angels of God, shail declare the generation of 
Him who made them what they are, who placed 
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them in their stations, who prescribed to them 
bounds which they cannot pass? The slightest 
detail of nature, O man, presents a mystery which 
thou canst not solve, a world which thou canst not 
comprehend unto perfection. That seed cast into 
the ground cannot be “ quickened except it die;” 
canst thou declare the generation of this insect, to- 
day a butterfly, yesterday a moth, the third day a 
mere lifeless incrustation, and presumest thou to 
explain the great mystery of godlincss, “ God 
* made manifest in the ficsh ;” at so many different 
times in such divers manners made known unto the 
Fathers by the prophets; and in these last days 
unveiled to us in the person of the Son, the bright- 
ness of his Father's glory and the express image of 
his person? We repeat the question, understandest 
thou, and art thou able to uufold, the union that 
exists in thy own frame, between the clay taber- 
nacie and the immortal mind; earth and heaven 
blended in thine own person? And shall « it be 
* thought a thing incredible,” that He who, in the 
uninterrupted course of his providence, produces 
this union whith every one is conscious of existing, 
though no one is capable of explaining, should form 
other combinations, unite other natures, to declare 
his power and manifest his glory? Wherefore should 
it be thought a thing incredible,” that He who 
unites himself to every one of us, through the 
medium of reason and conscience, for carrying oa 
the plan of nature, should have united humanity to 
himself in the person of the Redeemer, in a manner 
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still more incomprehensible, for perfecting the plan 
of redemption? Shall I reject as untrue or absurd 
whatever I do not clearly understand or am unable 
perfectly to explain? The consciousness which I 
have of my own being must be renounced then 
emong the first, and every thing within and around 
us must be reduced to darkness, doubt, and uncer- 
tainty. 

Blessed Jesus, we cannot declare thy generation, 
and would not be wise above what is written, but 
we adore in silent wonder, we rejoice that * the 
* Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,” and 
that men “beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
* only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
® truth.” We rejoice that what we know not now 
we shall know hereafter. Suffice it now that “ we 
‘© see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
“ angels, for the suffering of death crowned with 
* glory and honour, that he by the grace of God 
§ should taste death for every man ;” that “ it be- 
came him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
* are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, 
to make the Captain of their salvation perfect 
§ through sufferings.” We can form no conception 
of a state pre-existent to this frame of nature, for 
imagination itself must draw its ideas from reality ; 

and to give scope to a faculty so fantastical, in 
treating a subject of such high moment, were pre- 
sumptuous and profane. Let us reply then to the 
prophet’s challenge, with the modesty and humility 
becoming creatures so ignorant, so limited, apd s0 
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iraperfect. We presume not to explore the records 
of eternity, to pry into the counsels of peace, to 
measure the infinite Jehovah, his nature, his de- 
crees, his operations, by the contracted line of 
our finite understanding: but taking Scripture for 
our instructor and guide, we will with reverence 
and joy contemplate the manifestation of the Son 
of God in the likeness of man, the mystery of the 
incarnation, his generation as one of our brethren. 
In the next Lecture therefore, if God permit, we 
will endeavour to lead your attention to some of 
the remarkable circumstances which immediately 
preceded the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and which give celebrity and notoriety to 
that illustrious event, and mark the interest which 
eternal Providence took in it, and the importance 
thereby stainped upon it to every serious and re- 
flecting mind. 

We conclude at present, with suggesting from 
what has been said, and from every view which is 
given us in Scripture of the person of the Saviour, 
that there is spread around it at once an effulgence 
that dazzles and repels, and a mildness and sim- 
plicity which composes and attracts. Is he spoken 
of as a Man, we are sent to Bethlehem to behold a 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, to Nazareth 
to converse with the carpenter's son, to Cana of 
Galilee to join with him in the innocent festivity of 
a matriage solemnity, to Bethany to witness the 
endearments of private friendship, to Gethsemane 
to sympathise with the agonizing mourner, to 
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scenes such as daily oceur in human life; but we 
are never left long to consider a mere man in 
situations and employments like oar own, a man of 
like passions with oursclves; the glory of the Lord 
arises, the Son of God stands confessed, a genera- 
tion not to be declared, a power that nothing can 
resist, at which devils tremble, which winds and 
seas obey, to which death and the grave are subser- 
vient. He speaks as never man spake, legions of 
angels are continually‘on the wing to minister unto 
him. Prophecy and history represent him in the 
self-same lights, in alternate humiliation and ma- 
jesty, obscurity and splendour. What a contrast 
does the description of our prophet present? “ For 
“€ unto us a child is born, unto ns a son is given, 
“ and the government shall be upon his shoulder ; 
*€ and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
* sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
“The Prince of Peace, Of the increase of his 
“ government and peace there shall be no end, 
“ upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to cstablish it with judg- 
“ ment and with justice, from henceforth even for 
“ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per- 
“ form this.” The progress of his history, in every 
particular stage of it, will elucidate the same ob- 
servation, and thercfore it shall not now be farther 
prosecuted. 

Again, this subject seems much calculated to 
correct the prejudices which -prevail among men 
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in the matter of pedigree. There is in reality no 
such thing as mean and high birth: or if there be 
a distinction, to be born perfect in every limb and 
feature, with a sound and vigorous constitution, 
with a mind complete in all its faculties, this is to 
be nobly born; as, on the contrary, to come into 
the world diseased and debilitated, with @ consti- 
tution undermined and destroyed by the vice of 
parents, is to have the disadvantage of being 
meanly born; a distinction which, if founded in 
reason, truth, and justice, leaves the great, in 
general, little to glory in, and the poor little at 
which to repine. Have we not all one father? 
What genealogy is pure from every stain of in- 
firmity, folly, or vice¢ Is it any diminution of 
the Saviour’s dignity, any impeachment of his 
perfect purity, or any imputation on bis great 
public character, that in the roll of his ancestry 
after the ficsh, we find the name of Rahab the 
harlot, and of her who had been the wife of Uriah, 
and that be was brought up under the roof, per- 
haps to the occupation, of an obscure craftsman ? 
Virtue and vice are personal not hereditary, and 
nothing but vice is a just ground of shame. Shall 
I call myself a disciple of Jesus then, and think it 
reproach to be called a carpenter's son, despised 
because I am a Galilean, lightly esteemed because 
my parents were poor and ignoble, because a paltry 
monosyllable introduces not my name? Real 
‘worth ennobles itself independent of the breath 
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of Kings, it drews obscure progenitors into light, 
and leaves a fair and honourable inheritance to 
posterity~-in a bright example, and a respectable 
name. 

Once more, whatever may be our pretensions, 
or our want of pretension, as citizens of this 
world, we have all equal right and encouragement 
to aspire after the title, and the spirit, and the pri- 
‘vileges of the sons of God, He whose generation 
cannot be declared is not ashamed to call the 
humblest of you brethren. The end of his coming 
into the world, of his humbling himself to death, 
of shedding his blood, was to make you “ kings 
“and priests unto God and his Father.” What 
he is by eternal generation, that he is making you 
by redemption, by the spirit of adoption, by the 
hope of Glory to be revealed. Support the honour 
of your heavenly Father's name, prove your rela- 
tion, preserve unclouded your prospects. You are 
now in a state of depression, “ in heaviness through 
‘ manifold temptations,” your title lies dormant, 
your possession is at a distance, but “ your life is 
* hid with Christ in God, and when he shall ap- 
“ pear, you shall appear with him in glory. Be- 
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
* not yet appear what we shall be, but when He 
shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall 
* see him as he is.” “ Fear not,” then, “ little 
“ flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
* give you the kingdom.” “ Ye are a chosen gene- 
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“vation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
* peculiar people; that ye should show forth the 
“ praises of him who bath called you out of dark- 
“ ness into his marvellous light.” 
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LECTURE HI. 


HAGGAI, IT. 6—9. 


Yor thus saith the Lord of hosts, Yet once, it isa little while, 
and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, 
and the dry Jand: and I will shake all nations, and the De- 
sire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with 
glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is mite, and 
the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The glory of 
this latter house shall be gteatcr than of the former, saith 
the Lord of host»: and sn this place will I give peacey 
saith the Lord of hosts. 


THe great Lord of nature demonstrates his ex~ 
istence and divine perfection, in the original for- 
mation, and in the constant preservation, of all 
things. “He spake and it was done, he com- 
“ manded and it stood fast.” He upholdeth all 
“ by the word of his power.” The continual sup- 
port of the universe has accordingly, with the 
utmost propriety, becn represented as creation 
every instant repeated. In a system which is all 
life and motion, power almighty, and attention 
unintermitting, must ever be exerted to maintain 
life, to carry on motion, to preserve harmony, 
Every being is subjected to the peculiar law of its 
own nature; ahd the great whole is governed by 
general laws. Unity, simplicity, multitude, va- 
VOL. Vv. D 
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riety, strike the eye of every attentive beholder; 
every individual presents a little world apart, and 
the vast combination of individuals forms but one 
world, animated by one vital principle. 

But Jehovah makes himself known to his intel- 
ligent creatures not only in the stated order and 
harmony of his works, but in the occasional and 
temporary interruption of that order, and in devia- 
tion from that harmony. The powers of earth and 
heaven are shaken; the sun is turned into dark- 
ness, and the stars withdraw their light; the barrier 
which restrained the ocean is removed, the windows 
of heaven are opened, and the earth is overflowed. 
The rain that falls on Sodom becomes a fiery tide ; 
the flame of Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace is ren- 
dered harmless air; the hungry lion licks the pro- 
phet’s feet. The glaring eccentric comet, the 
wandering planet, and the fixed star, all, all refer 
us to one original, to one moving, restraining, 
directing, supporting cause. 

Neither, however, the regular observance, nor 
the occasional suspension of the laws of nature are 
mere wanton displays of power, to amuse the 
curious, to alarm the fearful, or to confound the 
proud. Every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God, and every act of omnipotence, have 
an important meaning and design. The end at 
which the Ruler of the world still aims is the ma- 
nifestation of his own glory in, promoting the 
wisdom and happiness of his creatures. 

‘The Prophet, in the passage of the sacred volume 


Lszor. 115.) JESUS CHRIST. s 


which hes now been read, is evidently referring to 
some signal ‘display of the divine glory. We be- 
hold universal commotion raised and settled by the 
same power; heaven and earth, the sea and the 
dry land, and all the kindreds of the nations 
shaken together. Universal attention is excited, 
universal expectation is raised, and that expectation 
is completely gratified, by the appearance of ‘ the 
“ Desire of all nations ;” by the restoration of peace 
to troubled world; by a lustre bestowed on the 
second temple which should cclipse the glory of the 
first. Now the expression, “ the glory of this 
“latter house shall be greater than the former, 
“saith the Lord of hosts,” enables us to fix the 
period, and to discover the person, here described, 
Haggai lived and prophesied after the Babylonish 
captivity, and the immediate object of his prophecy 
was to urge his restored countrymen to industry 
and perseverance, in the work of rebuilding the 
temple of the Lord. And as the most powerful 
and encouraging of all motives, he is commissioned 
to assure them, that the period fast approached 
when the fabric which they were then rearing 
should be invested with much greater honour, than 
that of Solomon and all his glory ever possessed. 
But if this were meant of temporal splendour 
merely, the fact contradicts it; for from Ezra we 
learn, that, in this respect, the former temple was 
far superior to -the latter: * many of the priests 
and Levites, and chief of the fathers who were 
" pe 
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« ancient men that had seen the first house, when 
« the foundation of this house was laid before their 
* eyes, wept with a loud voice ;” so mortifying was 
the comparison. Qur Prophet himself holds the 
game language, ii. 8. “Who is left among you 
* that saw this house in her first glory? and how 
« do you see it now? is it not in your eyes in com- 
« parison of it as nothing?” We must look there- 
fore for a different kind of glory, to explain and 
confirm the prediction ; and it is impossible to be at 
a loss about an interpretation, when we consider 
wherein the real glory of the second temple con- 
sisted. Not in being filled, and overlaid with 
silver and gold, for these are spoken of as compa- 
vatively ‘vile and contemptible. “The silver is 
“ mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
* hosts,” claim exactly in the same spirit with 
that made in the fifticth Psalm. ‘ Hear, O my 
people, and I will speak: O Israel, and I will 
“ testify against thee: I am God, even thy God. 
“I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices, or thy 
“ burnt offerings, to have been continually before 
® me. Iwill take no bullock out of thy house, 
“ nar he-goats out of thy folds: for every beast of 
“ the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
“bills. I know all the fowls of the mountainss 
“ and the wild beasts of the field are mine, If I 
“were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the 
“ world is mine, aud the fulness thereof. Will I 
‘ eat the flesh of bulls, ox drink the blood of goats ? 
‘ Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows 
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“ unto the most High.” “ Lebanon is not suffi- 
“cient to burn, nor the heasts thereof sufficient 
“ for a burnt-offering.” But when “ sacrifice and 
“ offering thou didst not desire, when burnt-offering 
© and sin-offering were not required, then said I, 
“Lo, I come, I delight to do thy will, O my 
“ God.” ‘This, Christians, like the star which 
conducted the wise men of the east, leads us 
directly to the Saviour of the world. Would you 
behold the superior glory of the latter temple, look 
to Simcon visiting it, luoking and longing for the 
consolation of Israel; behold him with the babe in 
his arms, exulting with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, in having seen the salvation of God. Look 
to Jesus at the age of twelve ycars “ sitting in the 
“ temple in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
“ them and asking them questions,” displaying at 
that tender age, a wisdom and dignity far superior 
to that of Solomon in his zenith. Look to that 
same Jesus, in his zeal for the honour of the sacrea 
edifice, purging it of those impurities which a 
worldly spirit had introduced into it. Listen to 
the divine eloquence which there flowed from the 
lips of Him who spake as never man spake. Hear 
him predicting its destruction, and establishing the 
truth of his own mission in denouncing against it, 
and devoting it to, total and irrecoverable ruin. Be- 
hold Him on those rains, rearing an everlasting 
and a spiritual building, on a rock against which 
the gates of hell shall never prevail ; and in all this, 
behold as in a glass the glory here spoken of, the 


a HISTORY OF {Lecr, TH. 


advent of “ the Desire of all nations,” the “ Star 
* of Jacob” arisen, Shiloh come, to whom the 
gathering of the nations shall be, “ the Prince of 
“ Peace,” by whom peace is proclaimed, and 
through whom peace is given to “ him thet is afar 
“ off and him that is nigh.” 

In order still farther to justify the application of 
this prophecy to the person and character of the 
Redeemer, we may inquire into the import of the 
other expressions here employed, to describe the 
appearances of nature and providence, which sig- 
nalized the era of his manifestation in the flesh. 
“ Yet once, it is a little while.” The reign of pro- 
phecy was hastening toa conclusion. Haggai was 
one of the last on whom that Spirit rested; with 
Malachi, who lived probably somewhat later, it 
entirely ceased; and a dark period of five hundred 
years, without a vision, intervened, till it was 
revived in one who came in the spirit and power of 
Elias, the forerunner of the Messiah, “ the voice 
“ erying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
“the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway 
“ for our God,” Isaiah xl. 3. and it shone in all 
its lustre in the Messiah himself, “ the great pro- 
‘‘ phet that should come into the world.” By 
Him it is here intimated that God should speak 
“once” for alls that he should be the full and 
final declarer of the will of God to mankind; “ yet 
*¢ once,” but no more, 

© It in a little while.” With God what is par- 
posed is begun to be execated, his agents are 
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already at work, time is lost with him who sees the 
nd from the beginning. ‘“ The Lord is not slack 
“concerning his promise, as some men count 
* slackness.” ‘ Beloved, be not ignorant of this 
* one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
“thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
“day.” The interval between the prediction and 
the accomplishment, though a period of five cen- 
turies, is, in the sight of God, “a little while;” 
and five centuries, when they are past, are but a 
“ ittle while” in the eyes of man also. But to 
what circumstances attending the coming of our 
Saviour refers the Prophet, when he represents the 
great God as “ shaking the heavens and the earth, 
* and the sea, and the dry land, and all nations?” 
It is well known tbat the sacred writers frequently 
employ, bya bold figure, the appearances of the 
natural world to represent and explain moral ob- 
jects. In the case before us, it will be found that 
both the literal and figurative sense of the words 
are strictly applicable to the subject. Every one 
who is at all acquainted with the history of man- 
kind, knows that the whole course of things has 
been a constant and successive concussion and con- 
vulsion, a shaking-of the nations, a struggle for 
dominion, the progress of empire from east to west 5 
and an aspect of the heavenly bodies and influences 
analogous to the state of the moral world, The 
observer of nature endeavours ¢o trace all these up 
to their native causes in the great system of the 
universe; the moralist looks for them, in the nature 
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and constitution of man, and the politician, in the 
combinations and exertions of passion and interest. 
The believer, the Christian, refers all to God, sees 
him in the cloud, in the sky; hears him in the 
wind, in the thunder, in the songster of the grove; 
and he sees the swelling tide of nature and pro- 
vidence labouring with one object of peculiar im- 
portance; all things are shaken and composed in 
subordination to the preparation of the gospel of 
peace, 

Let me compresa what I mean to say within a 
narrow compass; and I shall do it nearly in the 
words of an elegant preacher whom I have oftener 
than once had the honour to quote in this place, 
The eastern part of the world was, in the wisdom 
of Providence, first peopled, great and extensive 
empires were first formed there, and there learn- 
ing and the arts were first brought to perfection, 
But while science and empire flourished in the 
east, 2 power was rising by degrees in the western 
world, which was one day to surpass all that hed 
gone before it. Unknown to the proud empires 
of the eastern hemisphere, which vainly flattered 
themselves that they divided the world amongst 
them, this power was then silently advancing from 
conquest to conquest, and the Roman eagle was 
by degrees strengthening her wing, and preparing. 
to take her flight round half the globe. The suc- 
cession of those great monarchies, those shakings 
of the heavens and the earth, this shaking of all 
uations, Jed gradually and imperceptibly to that 
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heppy conjuncture, that fulness of time, that 
maturity of divine counsel, which suited the intro- 
duction of Christianity. They arose one after 
another, they enlarged one upon another, till at 
length the genius of Rome, under the permission 
of Heaven, triumphed over and swallowed up all 
the others, and expanded, opened, united, consoli- 
dated, that wide-extended, well-informed, civilized 
empire, through which the gospel of Christ was 
destined to make a progress so rapid and so success- 
ful. To favour this great event, to procure atten- 
tion to the Author and finisher of our faith, and to 
render the first appearance of our holy religion at 
once more august and more secure, the struggles of 
ambition which had so long shaken the world, those 
restless contests for superiority, subsided at last, 
suddenly and unexpectedly, into universal peace. 
That stormy ocean, which had been for ages and 
generations in continual agitation, now all at once 
sunk into a surprising calm; the bloody portal of 
Janus, which had so long emitted unrelenting de- 
struction to mankind, was shut, and the globe waa 
instantly overspread with tranquillity, relieved from 
the din of arms, from the confused noise of the 
warrior, and the horrid sight of garments rolled in 
blood, in order to receive the Prince of Peace. 

The shaking of the nations, as paving the way 
for the Desire of all nations, is striking to the con. 
templative mind in another point of view. Philo- 
sophy'rode triumphant, every question relating to 
physics, morals, politics, science, religion, was freely 
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canvassed; and the noise of the schools in many 
instances drowned that of the ‘ensenguined plain. 
The iwtroduction of Christianity was preceded by a 
remarkable diffusion of knowledge, and the radi- 
ance of science ushered in the Gospel day, as Aurora 
announces the approach of the sun, and prepares 
the world for it. Egypt, Persia, Greece, and Rome, 
poured from their separate urns those distinct rills 
of science, which, meeting in one great channel, 
became a mighty flood, and overspread the vast 
Roman empire. And thus was revelation enabled 
to give a most illustrious proof of its coming down 
from above, by diffusing over the world, all at once, 
a light superior to all collected human wisdom in 
its brightest glory. And need we ask who it was 
that thus shook and settled the sca and the dry 
land, who regulated the vast engine, who conducted 
all these great events, and brought them to one 
issue, concurrence, and conclusion? At the same 
period of time, the promised Messiah came: the 
greatest empire that ever existed was at the height 
of its glory: learning flourished beyond what it had 
done io any former age: and the world was blessed 
with universal peace. A coincidence of facts, every 
one of which is in itself so' extraordinary, that it 
cannot be paralleled by any other times, clearly 
points out the hand of supreme over-ruling power, 
who from eternity beheld the great plan of his pro- 
vidence through its whole extent, who alone “ can 
‘declare the end from the beginning, and from 
“ ancient times the things which are not yet done,” 
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saying, “ Ay counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
“ my pleasure.” 

To put this beyond all doubt, let it be observed, 
that these events took their rise in remotest ages, 
and were prepared in times and countries far distant 
from and unknown to each other. _ Empire which 
sprang up amidst the seven hills of Rome; Science 
nursed in the academic groves of Greece; and reli- 
gion from the obscure vales of Judea, all met at 
one grand crisis, To one another unknown, they 
must have been conducted by the hand of Provi- 
dence. But meet they did, and peace from heaven 
crowned them with her olive. And thus were the 
nations shaken to prepare the way of the Lord; 
thus “ the vaileys were exalted, and the mountaing 
® and hills laid low, the crooked ‘made straight, 
‘and the rough places plain,” and the high and 
aspiring thoughts of men were brought into cap- 
tivity to the obedience of Christ. 

Bat the heavens and the earth were literally 
shaken, at the coming of “ the Desire of all nations.” 
Witness thet new created star which conducted the 
eastern Magi to the place where the Saviour was 
born; witness the descent of Gabriel and a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host, to announce his arrival ; 
and witness the other appearances of celestial spirits 
to minister to the Lord of Glory in his temptation 
and agony, at his resurrection and ascension into 
heaven; witness the descent of Moses and Elias to 
the mount of transfiguration ; witness too the eclipse 
of the sun beyond the couree of nature, which 
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marked the hour of his death, the quaking of the 
earth, the rending of the rocks, the rising of the 
dead: witness the voice from beaven which, like 
thunder, oftener than once shook the echoing air, 
while God himself declared his well-beloved Son, 
and demanded attention for him. All these confirm 
the testimony of the Prophet, they point it to the 
Lord Jesus, and inspire joy unspeakable and full of 
glory on discovering the perfect coincidence between 
prediction and event. To this auspicious, this all- 
important era we are now brought; and the next 
Lecture, with the divine permission, will detail the 
remarkable circumstances which immediately pre- 
ceded, or which accompanied, the birth of Christ. 

And was all this mighty preparation made to 
introduce a mere man of like passions with our 
selves? Were the heavens from above and the earth 
beneath stirred to meet him at his coming? Did 
flaming ministers descend singly and in bands, did 
departed prophets revisit the earth, and the dead 
bodies of saints arise to do homage toa creature their 
equal, their fellow? It is not to be beliex.d. But 
surely this is the Son of God; and to receive him, 
coming for our salvation, what solemnity of prepa- 
sation was too great, what homage of angels and 
men too submissive, what testimony of created 
nature too ample? “* Hosanna to the Son of David, 
* blessed is he who cometh in the name of the 
“ Lord, Hosanna in the highest.” 

Is bis name and description “ the Desire of all 
“ nations?” how fitly applied! Is light desirable to 


Lacy. WY SESUS CHRIST. is 


the benighted, bewildered traveller in a land of 
snares and of the shadow of death? Is pardon de- 
sirable to a wretch condemned? Is the cooling 
stream desirable to the parched pilgrim, and bread to 
the hungry perishing wretch ? Is the friendly haven 
desirable to the tempest-tossed mariner,and liberty to 
the languishing captive? What then to an ignorant, 
guilty, perishing world must that wonderful man 
be whom Providence.has raised up to be ‘a hiding- 
«¢ place from the wind, and a covert from, the tem- 
“ pest; as rivers of water in a dry place; as the 
“ shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 

But what if when he shall appear, desirable as 
he is, a blind world shall sce “ no fori or comeli- 
* ness in him, no beauty why he should be desired?” 
Afflicting thought! “ He was despised and rejected 
“ of men?” “ {le came to his own, and his own 
“ received him not.” They “ denicd the holy one, 
« and the just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
“unto them.” ‘I'he cry was, “ Away with him, 
* crucify him; his blood be upon us and upon our 
children!" O Lord, remove the filn from the eyes 
of those prejudiced Jews; dispose them to receive 
“the Prince of Peace,” let him be all their salva- 
tion and all their desire. Lord, remove the film 
from my eyes, that I may see in him whom God 
the.Father hath sent and sealed, one “ fairer than 
“the children of men: into whose lips grace is 
“ poured :” that though he may be “ unto the Jews 
** a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foctish- 
* ness, He may be unto us who believe, Christ the 
© power of God, and the®wisdom of God.” Amen. 
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LECTURE Iv. 


LUKE 111-20. 


And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on 
the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias 
saw him, he was troubled, nd fear fell upon him. But 
the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zecharias: for thy 
ptayer is heard: and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a 
son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt 
have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at bis birth, 
For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and eball 
drink neither wine nor strong drink, and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost even from his mother’s womb. And 
many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the 
Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit 
and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just: 
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. And Zacha- 
rias said unto the angel, Whereby shall 1 know this? for I 
am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And 
the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand 
in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thea, 
and to show thee these glad tidings. And behold, thou 
sbalt be dumb, and not able to speak until the day that 
these things shall be performed, because thou believest not 

“wy words, which shall be fulfilled in thelr season, 


“THE prophecy came not in old time by the 
* will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Being deter- 
mined through, the course of these exercises to avoid 
every thing that has the appearance of controversy, 
take it for granted that wou believe and receive 
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the history of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, as delivered in the four Gospels according 
to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, as of divine 
inspiration and authority. Of the four Evangelists 
two were of the number of the twelve whom Christ 
called to the office of apostleship, and who recorded 
events of which they were witnesses and partakers, 
and transcribed discourses which they heard and 
well remembered. The other two derived their 
information immediately from those “ who from 
“the beginning were eye witnesses and ministers 
* of the word.” Their harmony, in every particular 
of any importance, is a proof of the truth and cer- 
tainty of each individually, and of the whole. John, 
as one borne aloft on the wings of an eagle, ascends 
into the heaven of heavens, and begins his account 
of his beloved Master with a sublime and interest- 
ing representation of his divine nature; for which 
we refer you to Lecture I. Mark introduces “ the 
“ beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son 
“ of God,” with the voice of a lion “ crying in the 
“ wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
“bis paths straight.” Luke ushers in the great 
Prophet, “ the Desire of ail nations,” with an ac- 
count of the conception and birth of his forerunner 
John the Baptist, and is of course led to extract the 
commencement of the evangelical, out of the legal 
dispensation ; 3 and he sets out with exhibiting Zacha- 
rias in the exercise of the priest's office. Matthew 
commences at once with the history of Christ's 
humanity, as the son of David, the son of Abra- 
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ham. For these reasons, the four sacred historians 
of the New Testament dispensation have been dis- 
tinguished by corresponding symbolical representa- 
tions, analogous to the Vision of the prophet Ezekiel, 
Matthew by the face of a man, Mark by that of a 
lion, Luke by that of an ox, and John by that of 
an eagle. 

St. Luke was by profession a physician; he be- 
came early a proselyte to the Jewish religion, and 
he is generally supposed to have been one of Christ's 
first disciples, and of the number of the seventy 
whom “he sent out two and two into every city 
* and place, whither he himself would come.” After 
he had concluded the history of our Lord himself, 
at the period of his ascension into heaven, he un+ 
dertook t!at of the Acts of the Apostles, and he 
addresses both his books to a person of amiable 
character and exalted rank, named Theophilus, and 
in him to every lover of God, in every age of the 
Church, who is desirous to know “ the certainty 
“ of the things wherein he has been instructed.” 
On the conversion of St. Paul to the Christian 
faith, he seems to have attached himself with much 
zeal and affection to that great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles; he became voluntarily the companion of his 
travels and afflictions, and brought down his history 
to his arrival at Rome as a prisoner, on an appeal 
to the emperor Nero, His Gospel and history of 
the Acts were probably submitted to the inspection 
of his illustrious fellow-traveller, and received the 
seal of his approbation. In the prefate to the Gos- 
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pel inkevibed ‘with ‘his-aams; he modestly, yet with 
firmness, ; liys.! claim..td) the great,’ the essential 
qualification of an historian, ‘namely, accurate and 
complete information. respecting his subject, “ hav~ 
“ ing,” says he, “ had perfect understanding of alk 
“things, from the very first:” and ‘the professed 
end which’ he bad in view is no less «woythy: ofa 
great and enlightened mind, that a-respected friend 
might be eatablished in the knowledge, faith, and 
hope of. the Gospel. _ The tongue of prophecy had 
now been silent for more than four hundred years. 
The last word which it. had spoken announced the 
sending of Elijah the prophet, to precede the great 
and notable day ofthe Lord, to work a remarkable 
change in the temper and character of mankind, to 
Pravent | the earth from being “ smitten with a 
e curse.” 

A period’ of deskioes and disorder succeeded. 
The land which had been for ages so renowned in. 
history seems as if blotted out of the globe; the 
people which had been hung up asa sign before the 
eyes of ao matey successive generations, seems to be 
extinguished and lost; the predictions and promises 
which conferred upon them such high importance, 
and duration so éxtended, seem to have been de- 
feated and rendered of no effect. The throne of 
David, whose permanency was so often and so 
solemnly declared, has sunk into the earth and dis- 
appeartd. The representative of the royal line of 
Judah is, sunk into an humble carpenter; and all 

VOL, V. E 


a EUSTORY OF [Laer. EV. 


hope of revival is at an end. But the Lord hath 
fpoken, and shall he not doit? be hath promised, 
dnd shall he not bring it to pass? Yea, but not at the 
season, nor in the way which human wisdom would 
have prescribed, nor by means which human wis- 
dom would have employed. Behold light once 
more, and suddenly, shines out of darkness; the 
land of Israel rises once more into importance; 
Jerusalem rears her head among the nations, the 
ster of Jacob atises, “ a rod springs out of the stem 
“ of Jeane, and a branch out of his roots ;” and the 
glory of the latter temple eclipses that of the former. 

The Evangelist informs us that at this eventful 
period Herod was king of Judea. Princes are often 
among the inferior actors in the great drama of 
Providence. Their will shakes the nations of the 
earth, but the hearts and arms of Kings themselves 
are in the hands of the Lord, to be by him turned 
which way soever he will. This man has by some 
been dignified with the addition of “the great:” 
an appellation more frequently bestowed as a reward 
to splendid vice, than as a tribute to modest merit. 
Herod the great! and yet a paltry substitute of a 
Roman emperor, an habitual slave to the vilest of 
human passions, envy, lust, jealousy, cruelty, re- 
venge. The inspired penman gives him no names, 
either good or bad, but simply tells his story ag far 
as it is connected with that of Him by whom 
“ Kings reign and Princes decree judgment.” The 
feign of Herod to us serves merely as a prologue to 
introduce the more important name and history of 
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an ancient, obscure priest called Zacharias, and our 
attention is instantly called away from the splen- 
dour, noise, and intrigue of a busy, vain-glorious, 
debauched court, to contemplate the humble cdn- 
cerns of a private family, and the noiseless perform~ 
ance of a religious service. 

How different are the ideas affixed to the terms 
great and little by sober reason and popular opinion, 
by the wisdom of God and the folly of man! 
Weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, Herod 
fawning on Augustus, or on one of his favourites, 
dissolved in luxury, stained with blood, inflamed 
with resentment, is little and contemptible; while 
the aged priest, reconciled to the will of God, who 
had written him childfess, pursuing the calm tenour 
of his way, fulfilling the unostentatious duties of 
his place and station, “ righteous before God, walk- 
ing in all the commandments and ordinances of 
* the Lord, blameless,” commands affection, esteem, 
and respect. This venerable pair, Zacharias and 
Elizabeth, were both of the tribe of Levi, on which 
the office of priesthood was entailed. Both nature 
and religion taught them to consider the gift of 
children as'a blessing; but the hope of that blessing 
they seem now calmly to have resigned, and they 
are quietly sinking into the decline of life, if not 
with the consolation of leaving their name and office 
to their children, possessing nevertheless that of 
mateal affection, of a devout spirit, and a conscience 
void of offence. The midnight of nature is the 
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dawning of the day of grace: and he who in wis- 
dom and justice brings to nought the wisdom of 
the worldly prudent, “ raiseth up the poor out of 
“ the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dung- 
“hill, that he may set him with princes, even with 
“ the princes of his people. He maketh the barren 
« woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother 
of children.” 

The Prince of Peace is ready to make his public 
entrance on the grand theatre, and it is time for his 
harbinger to prepare the way, and for the herald to 
announce his approach. And where shall we look 
for him? Turn your eyes to Judea, to Jerusalem, 
to the temple. See, the lot is prepared, to deter- 
mine whose turn it should be to burn incense before 
the Lord in the holy place. Providence presides 
over it, and Zacharias is taken. Behold him, with 
joy accepting the sacred task of paying a grateful 
tribute of praise to God, and of assisting the prayers 
of the people without, with the commanded per- 
fume of the altar of incense. Behold him entering 
within the veil, under the mixed emotions of godly 
fear, and exalted delight, to worship that God who 
once resided there in sensible glory, but from which 
the glory had long departed. All is solitude and 
silence; the unextinguished light that buraed conti- 
nually before Jehovah lends its flame to set on fire 
the incense, when lo, the lustre of mategial fire is 
Tost in the brighter glory of the, great archangel, 
and the solemn silence is broken by the melodious 
accents of a celestial voice. Gabriel who, five hun- 
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dred and forty years before, announced to the pro- 
phet Daniel the commencement of the determined 
weeks which should precede the Messiah’s day, now 
announces to Zacharias their consummation, He 
opens the sealed book of prophecy, and to his 
astonishment informs him that the promised com- 
ing of Elias, with which the ancient canon closed, 
was near at hand; that this great prophet should 
appear in the person of a son of his own, whom 
God by a special dispensation of his providence was 
raising up to fulfil the Scriptures, to turn many of 
the children of Israel to the Lord their God, * to 
*€ go before the Saviour in the spirit and power of 
“ Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
* the just, to make ready a people prepared for the 
* Lord.” How is the pride of kings levelled to the 
dast before an appearance like this! How many 
Princes and potentates have arisen, and fallen, and 
sunk into oblivion since Gabriel last visited the 
earth! How have the kingdoms of this world been 
shaken during the course of five centuries! How 
often has the seat of empire changed, and the globe 
changed its inhabitants! but the heavenly messenger 
enjoys unfading lustre and undiminished strength, 
The purpose of the Eternal has been proceeding all 
the while, and the convulsions and contention of 
the nations have been working the righteousness 
of God, and preparing the way for the kingdom 
of peace and love. 

The appearance of an angel, however, though 
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sent on an errand of mercy, though delivering a 
message of grace from on high, is an object of 
terror to frail mortality. ‘ When Zacharias saw 
“him he was troubled, and fear fell upon him ;” 
and if the upright and blameless man tremble at 
the presence of an angel, ‘* where shall the un- 
“ godly and the sinner appear,” when ‘the Lord 
“ himself shall be revealed from heaven in flaming 
“ fire, taking vengeance on all them that know 
* not God and obey not the Gospel!” The triamph 
of goodness is the glory of a really superior being. 
The Angel that “ stands in the presence of God,” 
exults not in the confusion of a frail mortal, but 
said to him, “ Fear not, Zacharias.” The insolence 
of superiority, and the delight of outshining, of 
dazzling, of tistressing an inferior, are the cha- 
racteristics of a little soul, of some angels falsely 
so called; those who are truly such condescend- 
ingly sink to the level of those who are beneath 
them, or affectionately raise the humble up to their 
own, In the presence of God all distinctions 
vanish; Gabriel and Zacharias are fellow creatures, 
fellow servants, fellow dependants; the inferior 
being makes himself known by his timidity, the 
superior by his benevolence and Jove: this marke 
the difference, the affecting difference which purity 
and guilt haye made. 

The flaming minister addreases the attendant on 
the earthly sanctuary, with all the familiarity and 
ease of ancient friendship; the desires of his heart, 
the subject of his prayers, are well known to him; 
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he hes all along been the sympathizing, though 
unseen, unknown witness of his anxieties and dis- 
tresses, and he esteems it an honour and a happi- 
meas to be employed as the messenger of glad 
tidings to a pious, suffering human being. Zacha- 
tias had long ago ceased from expecting, had 
ceased from praying for the building up of his 
own house, but he waited for the consolation of 
Israel, he continued ‘instant in prayer for the re- 
building of the tabernacle of David which was 
fallen down, and lo, God at length bestows, as he 
did upon Solomon, not only the blessing which he 
asked, but that also which he asked not; namely, 
a son to support the honour of his own name, and 
the promise of the Son that should be born, the 
Child that should be given, in whom’all the families 
of the earth should be blessed. The injunctions of 
the law respecting Nazarites are repeated and ap- 
plied to the present case, and the future greatness 
and importance of this miraculous child, in the 
weale of Providence, are foretold; and Zacharias 
has the satisfaction of hearing that he was to be 
the father of bim who should be the accomplish- 
ment of ‘ancient prophecies, “ The voice crying in 
the wilderness,” the finger to point out to man- 
‘kind “ the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
6 sin of the world.” : 

‘Vervor gives way by degrees to feelings of a 
different kind, end, with the glory of the heavenly 
-wisiow before his eyes, with the faith of father 
Absebés; in camilar cizcuraptances, a3 am ‘encoe- 
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yagement to his own, and with the manifold in- 
stances which the history of his own country 
afforded of similar interposition, he converses with 
flesh and blood, he staggers at the promise through 
unbelief, and for a moment forgets that with God 
all things are possible. The angel voucheafes to 
explain himself to the unbeliever; his incredulity 
shall not frustrate the purpose of Heaven, nor even 
divert into a different channel the mercy which he 
doubted ; but his frailty shall not go wholly un- 
punished, he shall be wounded in those faculties 
which he had so ill employed as the avenues to his 
mind, the tongue which dared to express the lan- 
guage of doubt and suspicion must undergo a tem- 
porary silence, the ear which would not admit the 
communications of an Archangel, shall be shut for 
@ season againat the delights of social intercourse, 
and the sign which he unwisely demanded shall 
bear upon it a mark of displeasure. Striking 
mixture of goodness and severity, of goodness. un- 
bounded, and severity restrained! Striking view of 
the supreme power possessed and exercised by the 
great Lord of Nature, over all our powers and pos- 
sessions. He who bestowed the gift of speech op 
man can withdraw it in a moment; or confound -it 
s0 ag to be'no longer a medium of communication 
between mankind: He can confer it on the dimb 
ass to reprove “ the madness of the prophets” or 
instantaneously communicate it, in. all-vits ,diffetent 
forms, to the ignonttit- and -illiterate, for -the in. 
struction and salvation: of the-weriouwt sations' of 
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the earth. Leta gift so precious never be vilely 
profuned as an organ of falsehood, pride, lust, or 
profanity. 

The words of the angel shall meet their accom- 
plishment in their season. The pretended oracles 
of paganism were constrained to veil their pro- 
phetic enunciations in terms of mystery and ob- 
eeurity; they spake with timidity and caution; 
they clothed their responses and mandates in ge- 
neral and ambiguous expressions, which supersti- 
tion might interpret what- way soever it would; 
and which any event might be wrested to justify 
and supports but the lively oracles of God are 
minute, distinct, intelligible, and pointed ; he who 
runs may read them; they clothe predictions with 
such an exactness of circumstance; they appeal to 
events so near at hand, 80 obvious to investiga- 
tion, that it is impossible to mistake one thing for 
another, to confound one with another. Zacha- 
rias’s dumbness, the season of his being attacked 
with it, the unexpected, miraculous pregnancy of 
Elizabeth, the birth of the child according to the 
time of life, the sadden restoration of the father’s 
hearing’ and speech, at the very moment predicted, 
were ali matters of public notoricty; every one 
singular in itself, the whole taken in connexion 80 
singular, as to mark the interest which eternal Pro- 
vidence took in an event, at first sight, of no great 
general importance, hut in its effects and conse- 
quences involving the fate of nations, the everlest- 
ing deatination of worlds. 
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What! ail this state and magnificence; the tram- 
pet of prophecy resounding, the prince of angels 
descending, to proclaim the advent of merely a man. 
with raiment of camels’ hair, with a leathern girdle 
about his loins! The Ruler of the Universe, be as- 
sured, is not so lavish of extraordinary displays of 
his power and wisdom. If the true God appear, it 
is on an occasion worthy of a God. And if thia be 
the preparation made for the appearance of the ser- 
vant, what state shall precede the entrance of the 
Sovereign? Gabriel, 1 foresee, has another message 
to bring, a multitude of the heavenly host is on the 
wing, to announce a greater than John Baptist, even 
Him of whom John Baptist himself says, “ There 
* standeth one among you, whom ye know not; 
* He it is who coming after me is preferred before 
“me, whose shoes’ latchet I am not worthy to un- 
Jose.” This solemn preparation for the mani- 
festation of God in the flesh, if God permit, will 
be the subject of the next Lecture. I now conclude 
with the following reflection : 

1. Angels, we perceive, take a lively, an affec- 
tionate, and a compassionate interest in the affairs 
of men. “Are they not all ministering spirits, 
“ sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
“ of salvation?” The “ little ones” of Christ's family, 
the little in age and stature, the little in condition, 
must not be despised; “ for I say unto you,” are bis 
emphatic worda, “ that ia heaven teeir-angels do 
“always behold the thee of my Father whieh is in 
“ heaven:” and “ there is joy in the geimohcg' of 
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« the angels of God over one sinner thet repenteth.” 
‘What condescension on the part of beings so highly 
exalted! What a protection provided for the feeble! 
What encouragement proposed to the penitent! 
“ The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
‘ them that fear him, and delivereth them.” Pleas- 
ing, awful thought! The host of heaven guards my 
path and my bed, watches over my lying down and 
rising up; but their ‘eyes are continually upon me, 
T am “ compassed about with a great cloud of 
witnesses,” they bear testimony to what I am, 
whither I go, how Iam employed. Is the eye of 
a child a guard to virtue? What holy circumspection 
and watchfulness then, what earnestness and perse- 
verance in well doing, what abhorrence of that 
which is evil, ought the inspection of an angel, 
ought the all-seeing eye of God to produce? “ He 
shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
“ thee in all thy ways ;” “keep,” therefore, “ thy 
“heart with all diligence? for out of it are the 
* issues of life.” 

2. From a preparation thus solemn and magnifi- 
cent what are we not to expect? Four thousand 
years have been employed in making it; a proces- 
sion of patriarchs, of prophets, of sages, of priests, 
of potentates, has passed on before in uninterrupted 
suocession; angels have descended from heaven: 
Surely He who thus cometh is the Son of God. 
‘© When he bringeth in the first-begotten into the 
“ world, He saith, And let all the angels of God 
“ wombip Him:” And “ unto the Son He saith, 
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“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a 
*sceptre of righteousncss is the sceptre of thy 
* kingdom :” for “ Thou, Lord, in the beginning 
“hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the 
“heavens are the works of thine hands.” ‘ His 
‘name shall endure for ever. His name shal} be 
“continued as long as the sun; and men shall be 
“ blessed in Him : all nations shall call him blessed. 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things: and blessed be His 
“ glorious name for ever and-cver; and let the 
* whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, and 
“ amen.” 

8. Though predicted events are strictly conform- 
able to the word of prophecy, they nevertheless, in 
many cases, contradict, disappoint, and far exceed 
human expectation. The prophets themselves had 
not always a distinct and complete perception of the 
object which they were commissioned to hold up to 
the eyes of the world. Those “holy men of God 
€ spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
The agents-employed in the accomplishment of pro- 
mise and prediction little understood the part which 
they acted. They thought of nothing less; they 
intended nothing less. They were unconscious in- 
struments in the hand of God to execute a purpose, 
which had they known they would have striven to 
defeat. “The heathen rage, and the people imagine 
“avain thing. The kings of the earth set them- 
“ selves, and the rulers take counsel together against 
* the Lord, and against his anointed—He that sit- 
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“ teth in the heavens shail laugh: the Lord shall 
“have them in derision.” Were “Herod and 
“ Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
« of Israel, gathered together” to promote the cause 
of Christianity? No, they meant to destroy it, But 
* of a truth,” Lord, they were constrained to do 
« whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined 
“ before to be done.” Happy are they who, with 
Gabriel and the other flaming ministers who stand 
before God, are the conscious, the voluntary, the 
joyful agents under, and together with God, in 
promoting the great work of salvation. 

4. Let not man, then, presume to make his own 
understanding the measure of revealed truth, or of 
divine conduct. ‘ Who hath dirccted the Spirit of 
* the Lord, or who being his counselJor hath taught 
“ him?” It ill becomes a creature conscious to him- 
self of so much weakness, of so much ignorance, of 
such liableness to error, to erect himself into an infal- 
lible judge. * Search the Scriptures,” but with re- 
verence, with humility, with a desire to be instructed, 
not censoriously, self-sufficiently, not to wrest Scrip- 
ture in favour of a preconceived opinion, or long- 
established dogma. Study the ways of Providence ; 
but.dare not to interpret them according as passion 
or prejudice may dictate. “Thy way,” O God, 
“jis in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, 
“and thy footsteps are not known.” Scripture is 
the best interpreter of Scripture, and Providence of 
Providence; and “ if any max will do his will, he 
* shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God.” 
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Practical conformity to the divine will is preferable 
to the highest attainments in knowledge, and it is 
the most direct road to farther discovery. 

5. Superior beings are now an object of terror, 
and it is conacions guilt in man which clothes them 
with that terror. They are our friends, they take 
delight in ministering to our necessities, they che- 
rish the gracious affections of elder to younger bre- 
thren, yet ithe apparition is formidable even to a 
Zacharias. But “ thereis no fear in love; for per- 
* fect love casteth out fear: because fear hath tor- 
“ment. Ie that feareth is not made perfect in 
“Jove.” ‘To that glorious perfeétion the Christian 
is encouraged to aspire. We shrink from the idea 
ofa visit from a departed friend arising out of the 
grave, but we look with hope and desire to the day 
when we shall be added “ to the general assembly 
© and. church of the first-born, which are written in 
“ heaven—and to the spirits of just men made per- 
fect.” The vision of one angel, in our present 
state of depression, strikes the mind with awe; but 
we hope to come “ to av innumerable company of 
“ angels;” nay “ to God the judge of all,” for we 
come through ‘ Jesus the Mediator of the new co- 
“ yenant, and the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
“ better things than that of Abel.” “ Now we see 
* thr agiass, darkly; but then face to face: 
“ now know in part ; but then shall 1 know even 
“as also I am known.” 


kes. JESUS CHRIST. C) 


LECTURE V. 


LUKE, I. %—38. 


And in the sixth month the angel Gabricl was sent from God 
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth. To a virgin ca 
poused to 2 man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin’ name was Mary. And the angel 
came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly fae 
voured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among wo- 
men. And when she saw him she was troubled at his sayings 
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should 
be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary; for thou 
hast found favour with God. And behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth ason, and shalt call his 
name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of hig father David: and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end, 


Every thing in nature, we have observed, is re+ 
velation and discovery, and yct all is mystery inex- 
plicable. Every flower of the ficld, every pebble in 
the brook, every leaf on the tice, every grain of 
sand on the sea shore, is a world in miniature, pos+ 
sessed of qualities which a little child is capable of 
observing and of comprehending; yet at the same 
time containing hidden treasures which no Solomon 
can find ont unto perfection. One object over- 

whelms us with its magnitude, the minutences of 
another mocks our research. ‘The Creator here, ine 
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volving himself in clouds and darkness, eludes our 
pursuit; there arrayed in © light inaccessible and 
full of glory,” He forbids our approach. In all 
the ways and works of God there is a simplicity 
level to the meanest understanding, and a complex. 
ness which confounds the most acute and enlarged. 
If all nature and Providence present this strange 
mixture, is it any wonder if we find it in the work 
of redemption? That grand era, called in Scripture 
“the fulness of time,” was now come; even the 
time for accomplishing ancient predictions and pro- 
mises; for displaying and fulfilling the purpose of 
the Eternal in the salvation of mankind, by him to 
whom all the prophets give witness, and in whom 
all the promises are yea and amen. 

Tn order to introduce him with more than royal 
state, God shook the heavens and the earth, the sea 
and the dry land; the gentiles pressed toward the 
appearing of this great light of the world, and kings 
to the brightness of his rising. To prepare the way 
of the Lord, throne was shaken after throne, empire 
swallowed up empirc. Alexander carried his all- 
conquering arms into the remotest regions of the 
east; Czesar extended his conquests as far as to 
France and Britain in the west; and Augustus gave 
peace to a troubled world. We are now led to at- 
tend to the minuter circumstances of this all-impor- 
tant event, 

We perceive from the beginning what we are 
never permitted to lose sight of to the end, a mag- 
nificence that dazzles, connected with a plainuess 


Laer. V.] JESUS CHRIST. 65 


and simplicity which interest and attract the heart ; 
declaring at once the Son of God, and the Son of 
man; Him whom angels worship, and whom the 
poorest of mankind consider as one of their kins- 
men. Observe the exactness of arrangement in 
every part of the plan of Providence. Time is 
settled to a moment, place to a point, No design of 
Heaven can be accelerated or retarded, changed 
or frustrated. God said unto the serpent, in the 
day that man by transgression fell, “I will put 
“enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
“ tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
“head, and thou shale bruise his heel ;” and it is 
not an unmeaning lifeless sentence, filling up space 
in the sacred page, Lo, it awakens into animation 
and energy, not one tittle of it shall fail. 

To accomplish it behold Gabriel is again on the 
wing; but not armed with a flaming sword to guard 
the way of the tree of life, but bearing the olive 
branch, and the message of peace, announcing a 
new and living way into the holiest of all, into the 
paradise of God. If there be joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, what was the joy of heaven on 
that day -when the great archangel reccived his 
commission to revisit the earth, to convey the glad 
tidings of great joy. The celestial bands adoring 
prostrate themselves before the eternal throne ; con- 
templating this new creation of God, the morning 
stars sing together, and all the sons of God shout 
for'joy. These things they have for ages and gene- 
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rations been looking into, the great mystery of godli- 
ness, God made manifest in the flesh: they enjoy 
the exalted delight of beholding it unfolded, and the 
time, the set time, to favour a perishing world ar- 
rived. Gabriel has received his instructions ; he flies 
with transport, such as angels feel, to execute the 
will supreme; the flaming portal flies open; myriads 
of pure spirits celebrate his descent with songs of 
praise. And whither does he bend his fight? To 
learned Athens or imperial Rome? To give under. 
standing to the prudent, or to hold the balance of 
power > No: but to bring to nought the understand- 
ing of the prudent, to humble the mighty and con- 
found the proud. He is sent to a country favoured 
indeed of nature and renowned in story, but sunk in 
the scale of nations, the skeleton of ancient grend- 
eur, and to a district of that despised country pro- 
verbially contemptible, and to one of the least of the 
cities of that region, and to one of the poorest and 
meanest of the inhabitants of that city—to a virgin 
indeed of royal extraction but fallen into indigence, 
betrothed to an obscure mechanic, a stranger in a 
strange place. It is thus that God chooseth “ the 
* foolish things of the world to confound the wise, 
* and the weak things of the world to confound the 
“ things which are mighty, and base things of the 
* world, and things which are despised, yea and 
‘things which are not, to bring to nought things 
* which are,” ; 

The destinations of the Almighty stamp a dignity 
and importance on persons, places, and things, which 
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they possessed not before ; to be employed of him 
is the highest dignity which the creatare can acquire : 
to minister to him, in ministering to the objects of 
his compassion or of his love, is the glory and joy 
of angels and archangels. Galilee and Nazareth 
now possess an eminence unknewn to the most 
illustrious kingdoms and the proudest capials. He 
maketh his angels spirits, but we disecrn, and rea- 
son, and converse through ite medinm of sense. 
Men cannot rise to the level of ang.ls, bat angels 
are permitted, for wise and gracions purposes, to 
descend to the level of men, to assume an organized 
body, to convey their ideas in the accents of the 
human voice. But can this be a degradation of their 
superior nature? No: it is its glory and perfection. 
To descend to those who are below us, to aspire after 
greater resemblance to those who are above us, in 
this consists the real excellency of a created being. 
We cannot imitate angels in their intelligence and 
elevation, but in their condescension and humility 
we may, and we ought. 

What a contrast have we here, between the rank 
of the messenger and of the person to whom the 
message is addressed! But the presence end purpose 
of God level all distinctions. Mary, the mother of 
our Lord, rises, and Gabriel sinks, for the Son of 
God himuelf, the Lord of angels, is about to “ take 
upon him the form of aservant.” The evangelists 
are minutely particular in detailing the circumstances 
which concurred to impress the characters of truth 

Fa 
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and importance on this event. The spirit of pro- 
phecy had lately and unexpectedly been revived in 
the persons of Simcon and of Anna, and of others 
who were waiting for the consolation of Israel. The 
extraordinary case of Zacharias and Elizabeth, which 
was well known to all who attended the worship of 
the temple, must have excited the public attention 
and expectation. This is followed, six months after, 
by a case still more extraordinary, more out of the 
course of nature, and of still higher moment, and 
of equal notoriety. Opportunity was thercby’afford- 
ed to the suspicious and incredulous to inquire and 
examine ; that inquiry must lead to the discovery 
of a cloud of witnesses, lying dormant in books uni- 
versally held sacred, but neglected, misunderstood, 
and misapplied; life and substance, meaning and 
lustre, are in a moment given to them by well- 
known and undeniable facts. No appearance of art 
or industry is discernible, but a simple, easy, natu- 
ral transition from onc thing to another, The appear- 
ances, indeed, areout of the ordinary course of nature; 
but they are narrated as mere ordinary things, and 
the descent of an archangel, and his speech and dg- 
meanour are described with no more parade of words, 
no more labour of thought, than the springing of an 
ear of corn, or the fall of a sparrow to the ground. 
This majestic dignified case marks the presence 
of a God, with whom nothing can be extraordinary 
or miraculous; who exhibits persons and events ay 
they really are, whether men will bear or whether 
they will forbear. The angel represents none but 
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objects of the highest interest and importance. He 
announces the approach of a great prince, who 
should ascend the throne of David, who was to exer- 
cise unbounded authority, and enjoy everlasting do. 
minion; who should be distinguished by the state 
and title of the Son of the Highest; and that this 
extraordinary personage should be introduced upon 
the grand theatre by the Almighty’s creating a new 
thing upon the earth, “ The Holy Ghost shall come 
“upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
*¢ overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing 
“ which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
* Son of God.” ‘The singularity of this wonderfut 
conception and birth was greatly heightened by hav- 
ing been prefigured and foretold at sundry times, 
and in divers manners; such as the preternatural 
birth of Isaac, of Jacob, of Samson, of John Bap- 
tist, and the express and pointed prediction of Isaiah, 
The Lord himself shall give you a sign, Behold a 
“ virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Emanuel,” God with us. All these 
hold up to us, through a succession of ages, the sub- 
stance of the first threatening to the serpent, which 
was at the same time the first promise of grace to 
mankind, that He, in whom all the families of the 
earth should be blessed, and who should bruise the 
serpent’s head, should be in @ proper and peculiar 
sense the seed of the woman. Astonishing and in- 
structive view of the undeviating steadiness of the 
divine counsels! He willeth, and none can letit; 
heaven and earth may pass away, but his word shall 


Ww HISTORY OF {Lecr, ¥. 


not pass away, but cvery one come to pass in his 
season. 

Mary having been referred to her cousin Eliza- 
beth. whose advanced state of pregnancy was to be 
an addtional cunfirmation of her own faith in the 
proinises of God, as soon as the angel departed from 
her, rewtred from Nazareth into the hill country 
of Judea to salute lier kinewoman, und to confer 
with her on the severul manifestations of divine fa- 
vour to them, This interview produced another 
deciaration of the interest that Providence took in 
the event which was pressing to its accomplish- 
ment ; Elizabeth is not only destined to be a mother 
in Isracl, « mother of John the Baptist, but she be- 
comes already a prophetess; she has a sign given 
her in Ler own person, equivalent to the declaration 
of the archangel. “ And it came to pass, that, when 
Elizabeth: heard the salutation of Mary, the babe 
“eaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled 
* with the Holy Ghost; end she spuke out with a 
* foud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among wo- 
* men, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And 
* whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For lo, as soon as the voice 
* of tly salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe 
* leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she 
“thse believed: for there shall be a performance of 
** thoe things which were told her from the Lord.” 
Thus fills the virgin’s mouth with a soug of praise 
dictated by faith, piety, humility, and gratitude; 
and these are the rapturous strains which flow from 
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her lips, “ My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
“ spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he 
* hath regarded the low estate of his hand-maiden : 
“‘ for behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
* call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done 
“to me great things; and holy is his name. And 
‘his merey is on them that fear him, from genera- 
* tion to generation. He hath showed strength with 
* hisarm : he hath weattered the proud in the ima- 
 gination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
“ mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low 
“ degree. He hath filled the hungry with good 
“things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
“* He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remem- 
* beince of his mercy. As he spake to our fathers, 
“© to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.” 

The course of nature now takes place, and he 
who made man, the first man Adam, perfect at 
once, from dust of the ground, and who is able of 
these stones to raise up children to Abrabam, raises 
up Grst John and thes Jesus in a way at once mi- 
raculous, and natural, according to the way of so- 
vereign, irresistible power, and according to the 
time of life. Glorious in establishing and supporting 
the laws of nature, glorious in suspending and dis- 
pensing with them, we behold thee, O God, sub- 
duing all things to the counsel of thy will, that all 
should be to the praise of thy glory. At the end of 
three months more, Elizabeth, as it was predicted 
of the angel, is delivered ofa son; the name of John, 
as the heavenly messenger directed, was imposed on 
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him, the father’s speech was suddenly restored, and 
the firet use which he makes of it is to celebrate the 
high praises of that God, who had made him such 
an illustrious example of both mercy and judgment. 
He “ was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophe- 
“ sied, saying, Biessed be the Lord God of Israel ; 
“ for he bath visited and redeemed his people, and 
‘* hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the 
“ house of his servant David: as he spake by the 
“mouth of his holy prophets which have been 
since the world began; that we should be saved 
* from our enemies, and from the hand of all that 
“hate us; to perform the mercy promised to our 
“ fathers, and remember his holy covenant; the 
“ oath which he sware to our father Abraham, that 
“he would grant unto us that we, being delivered 
out of the hands of our enemies, might serve him 
* without fear in holincss and righteousness before 
“him, all the days of our life. And thou, child, 
shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
“ his ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto his 
* people by the remission of their sins, through 
the tender mercy of our God: whereby the day- 
“ spring from on high hath visited us, to give light 
* to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 
«death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
And now the way is prepared, the voice is heard 
crying in the wilderness, the forerunner of the Lord 
has begun his course, the Saviour comes. But other 
messengers, of whom we have not yet heard, pre- 
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cede him. Behold yonder comet glare in the 
eastern sky, it performs a track untrodden before, 
the wise men of distant lands are summoned to meet 
him at his coming, to lay their gifts at his feet; 
Augustus Cesar, the sole regent of half the globe, 
is pressed into the ministering train, an unconscious, 
unintentional servant to the Prince of the kings of 
the earth. 

But here we must once more pause and inquire, Is 
this a cunningly devised fable, or arcal history ? Is 
it a fanciful representation, or the simple truth? If 
it be a fine tissue woven by a luxuriant imagination, 
say so at once, unbeliever, and renounce the fiction 
in whole, asa rule of faith, or as a ground of hope. 
Say unreservedly that the niission and message of 
the angel is merely a bold eastern metaphor; and 
the whole mere ordinary focts, related with sorne- 
what more than the usual pomp of diction, but to 
set forth only a man of like passions with ourselves, 
whom the credulous, prejudiced, and illiterate, are 
disposed to receive as a superior being—In a word, 
give np the evangelists as plain men conveying, to 
plain men like themselves, simple matters of fact, 
and recur at once to unmixed, undisguised deism. 
But are these things indeed so? Were angels sent 
from God to declare the approach of what prophets 
had of old predicted? Did the Son of the Highest 
vouchsafe to be born of a woman, and thereby 
become a partaker of fesh and blood, David’s son, yet 
David's Lord, then let carth prepare to receive its 
king, Lo, the angels of God worship him. He is 
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the son of God, he is our Lord, and let us worship 
him. 

This history assists us in correcting the false 
seele of human greatness, Here we behold the 
princes and the putentates of this world sinking to 
their proper level; Herod, Augustus Caesar, and 
persons of their character and station, are thrown 
into the back ground of the piece, while Zacharias, 
Elizabeth, and Mary, are brought forward with 
honour, and to fill a higher destination than that 
of kings. Respect, by all means, the powers that 
are, as the ordinances of God, but respect with 
higher, with supreme veneration, Him who ordained 
then, to carry on the purposes of his wisdom and 
his love, 

Learn, Christian, to make a just estimate of thy 
own importance in the scale of being. Thou art 
2creature of God, formed after his image, a par- 
taker of immortality, destined to glory and honour. 
An origin so dignified confers true nobility ; facul- 
ties so superior, prospects so extended, denote a 
being of high estimation in the sight of God, and 
who ought to be of high estimation in his own eyes, 
Defile not that fair temple, discredit not that illus- 
trious descent, dishonour not a father’s name. But 
well does it become a creature so dependant, so frail, 
so fallen, 20 lost, to be clothed with humility. O 
man, thou standest in need of every thing; what 
possessest thou that thou didst not firet receive? 
Thou hast been forgiven all; by the grace of God 
thou art what thou art, The religion of Jesus 
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Christ alone effectuaily teaches a man to descend 
without degraJsion, and to rise without pride; 
reduces him to the level of his natural guilt and 
misery, and ezalts him to the glorious liberty, and 
the heavenl inficrnance, of the sons of God. 

We have here a preternatural, a miraculous con-~ 
ception. It reminds us of cur common origin, of 
our common fecblencss, of our mutual connexion 
and dependance. God “ hath made of one blood 
* all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of 
“ the earth.” Every man therefore is a brother, and 
bound to entertain the affections, and to perform 
the part of a near kinsman to every man, This con- 
sideration J press upon you in the words and the 
spirit of the Apostle of the Gentiles: “ For I say, 
“ through the grace given unto me, to every man 
“ that is among you, not to think of himself more 
“highly than he ought to think; but to think 
* soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 
“ the measure of faith. For, as we are many mem- 
* bers, in one body, and all members have not the 
“ same office; so we being many are one body 
in Christ, and every one members one of another, 
« Having -then gifts, differing according to the grace 
“ that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us pro- 
“ phesy according to the proportion of faith; or 
“ ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he 
* that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, 
« on exhortation ; he that giveth, let hum do it with 
* simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he 
* that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love 
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“be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
“evil, cleave to that which is good. Be kindly 
** affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
“in honour preferring one another.”— Rejoice 
“ with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
“that weep. Be of the same mind one towards 
“another. Mind not high things, but condescend 
“to men of low estate.” If it be possible, as 
“much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
“ men.”——“ Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good.” 

The subject of the next Lecture will be the 
history of the nativity of our blessed Lord, and of 
the more remarkable circumstances which accom- 
panied that all-important event, May what has 
been spoken become “ profitable for doctrine, for 
“ reproof, for correction, and for instruction in 
“ righteousness,” Amen, 
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LECTURE VI. 


LUKE II. 1—14. 


And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that allthe world should be taxed. 
{And this taxing was firs?made when Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria.) And all went te be taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem: because he was of the house and lineage 

- of David: to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child, And so it was, that while they were there, 
the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him 
in ewaddling-clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for themin the inn, And there were injthe 
same country shepherds abidding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shoncroundabout 
them; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of grest 
joy, which shail be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day, in the city of David, aSaviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be agign unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying ina manger. And sud- 
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will towards men. 


From the first instant of time until now, every 
instant has been displaying some new wonder, un- 
folding some new design of the Eternal mind. God 


s HISTORY OF [Lecr. Vi, 


gives the word. Light arises, the earth emerges 
out of ocean, the firmament is expanded, sun, moon 
and stars appear, nature teems with life, man starts 
up out of the dust, rears his erect form to heaven, 
shines in his Meker’s likeness; the Creator contem- 
plates the progressive glories of his power, and pro- 
nounces every thing good. The Lord gives the 
word, and ocean again covers the earth, «haos and 
ancient night resume their empire, the breath of 
every living thing expires. Again he sends forth 
his word, the windows of heaven are stopped. . e 
seas retire to their appointed hed, the dry" ud ap- 
pears, the bow is seen in the cloue, the sig. of God’s 
covenant of peace. ‘$hie period of e ~y event is 
settled toa moment, the instrumeat’ provided, the 
hand is prepared. But of all ihe « ats which have 
taken place since the begining +/ the world, the 
most illusirious and important +:‘ely is that record. 
ed in the words now read. 3¢ moment of every 
child's birth is highly inte ing at least i>» the 
mother. The birt. of an':+- toa title, toan ostate, 
to a crown, is felt by thousands, by regions, vy em- 
pires. 

Here we have the birth of the “ first-b. 1. among 
“ many brethren,” of * te ' :ir of all thi:.xs,” of the 
* Prince of the kings cf th. earth.” Toward this 
eventful hour, time, from *ne first dew of light, 
began to flow :a one rising, swelling tye; here it 
came to its fuluess, and hence it began to bend its 
awful course to love itself in eternity again. Toward 
this, as to their common central point, ali the powers 
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of nature are attracted; from this, as from the sun, 
the central light of the universe, glory is in all direc 
tions diffused. In the birth of this wonderful child, 
all the children of men wholived before, or who arose 
after it, have a serious, an everlasting concern. Is it 
any wonder, then, that by so many signs in heaven 
and signs in earth, that by the tongues of prophets, 
the decrees of princes, the rewlution of empires, 
the descent of angels, the finger of God should 
have pointed it out to mankind ? 

‘The Evangelist, at the beginning of the chapter, 
conveys us to Rome the proud and puissant mistress 
of the world; the enslaver of the nations, sinking, 
sunk herself into slavery. From what particular 
motive we are not informed, nor is it of much im- 
portance to determine, Augustus Czsar thought 
proper to issue a decree for making an exact enrol- 
ment of all the subjects of his vast empire. A vain- 
glorious monarch, who could exultingly call a sub- 
jugated hemisphere his own, might be prompted by 
pride to ascertain the number of slaves destined to 
obey him. As it was the boast of ihis magnificent 
prince that he had found Rome a city of bricks, 
and was leaving it a city of marble, the splendour of 
the capital was no doubt extracted out of the ruins 
of the provinces, and enrolment probably was in- 
tended to precede taxation. However it was, and 
on whomsoeyer beside the decree of the emperor 
fell, it affected one little, poor family in ciream- 
stances of singular delicacy, and fell upon it with 
uncommon severity. Behold the messenger of 
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Cesar at the door of an obscure carpenter at Naza- 
reth of Galilee, summoning him with all his family 
to repair to his native city, to be enrolled in their 
proper district; and as the commandments of kings 
require haste, and do not always stoop to consult 
the feelings of the humble and the miserable, he 
must depart on a moment's warming, with his 
tender companion, now in the last weck of preg- 
nancy, poor and unprovided, to a home from which 
he had been long exiled, and to visit kinsmen to 
whom he was become a stranger. 

But this removal was wholly ordered by the 
supreme will of Heaven. The Son of David, who 
was to re-cstablish his throne, could be born no 
where but in Bethlehem the city of David. Thus 
the great Ruler of the world had willed, and thus 
prophecy had declared. And thus Caesar was merely 
the unconscious, unintentional minister of the Son 
of Mary; furnisling a link to the chain of evidence 
respecting the trath and divive original of Chris- 
tianity, and exhibiting an illustrious instance of the 
sovereign control which the great Jehovah possesses 
and exercises over the counsels of princes, the con- 
vulsion of nations, the fate of worlds. 

We hasten from proud Rome to humble Nazareth, 
from a haughty despot to uncomplaining sufferers, 
from unfeeling power to patient subinission. Behold 
that delicate woman, in the most delicate and in- 
teresting of all female situations, forced from home, 
constrained to undertake a painful and anxious jour- 
ney in a condition which rendered ease, and atten~ 
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tion, and tenderness, and the accommodations of 
pathy peculiarly desirable. See her advancing by 
slow and distressing stages towards the residence of 
her forefathers, once illustrious, but now falling into 
decay; to the city of her ancestors, but not to 
receive the attendance of roval state, not to usher 
into the world the heir of David’s throne, amidst 
the prayers, and expectations, and kind wishes of the 
myriads of Jsracl: no, rot so much as to enjoy the 
consolation and support which even the poor enjoy 
in such a case, to deposit the solicitude of approach- 
ing child-birth in the bosom of a fond mother, or 
sympathizing friend; alas, not even to partake of 
the ordinary conveniences which a traveller has 
reason to expect, the general hospitality, and mer= 
cenary comforts of an inn :—but to know the heart 
of a stranger, to swallow down the bitterness of 
neglect, to feel the insult of the proud, and the 
merciless pity of the mean. ‘ There was no room 
“ for them in the inn.” Bethlehem was crowded 
with guests, but lo, the lineal heirs of the royal 
house of Judah, in the city of David, are so un- 
eonnected, so forlorn, so friendless, that not a door 
will open to let them in, not 2 tongue say, “ God 
* relieve you, as they pass by; and so poor that an 
apartment in the stable is all the accommodation 
which by entreaty, or promise, or by presenting the 
face of misery, they are able to purchase. 

The inevitable hour, to which nature at once looks 
with hope and shrinks from with horror, overtakes 
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her; and unsupported, unassisted, as it should , 
seem, she brings forth her first-born son; and is 
able at once to perform the earliest duties of a 
mother, “ she wrapped him in swaddling clothes,” 
and with the humility and resignation becoming her 
destitute condition, “aid him in the manger,” 
leaving it to Providence to unveil its own secret 
counsels and accomplish its own gracious purposes. 
And thus the Saviour of the world entered upon 
that state of depression, poverty, and suffering, 
which terminated only with his life. 

But the affectingly humiliating scene in the stable 
at Bethlchem of Judah is relieved by the glory of 
the Lord shining round about it. That Babe ne- 
glected, unknown, despised, outcast of men, is 
declared, by the concurring testimony of patriarchs 
and prophets, of angels and men, by the shaking of 
the heavens and the earth, of the sea and the dry 
land, to be “ the Son of the Highest.” His paren- 
tage, his name, the time and place of his birth, 
the condition of his infant hours, have all the seal of 
heaven upon them. For what end did Isaiah pro- 
phesy, Alexander conquer, and Augustus give laws, 
but to point out to the world the instant, the spot, 
the descent, the estate in which the Son of God 
assumed our nature, in order to enter on the work 
of our redemption. -. 

Preparation is making in another quarter of the 
globe, to bring a tribute of praise to the Redeemer 
of mankind. The East is ready to contribute its 
gifts, is preparing its gold and frankincense and 
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myrrh to lay them at his feet. The wise nten of 
distant nations, occupied in the study of nature, and 
attentive to the signs of the times, are awaked to in. 
quiry by a silent but shining moniior, The appear- 
ance of the starry heavens was wel] known to them, 
they can calculate the distances and revolutions of 
each little star that sparkles in the expanse of heaven; 
but in a moment all their science is confounded, all 
their experience is overthrown, by the appearance 
of a new created light, in motion and at rest by a 
Jaw peculiar to itself, to fulfil a transitory indeed, 
but a most important purpose, and which having 
pointed to “ the place where the young child lay,” 
is blotted out of nature, and disappears for ever. 
Now none of “these things were done in a 
“ corner.” Christianity did not steal in upon the 
world, without warning; all characters and de- 
scriptions of men were called in to give testimony 
to it, and without acquaintance, concurrence, or co- 
operation they establish the same truth. The 
eastern Magi on their arrival at Jerusalem, and on 
explaining the reason of their journey thither, ure 
not treated as visionaries, who dreamed of things 
that never existed, but are listened to and respected 
as reasonable men inquiring after important truth. 
The attention of Herod, and of all Jerusalem with 
him, is roused; that jealous and sanguinary tyrant 
takes every precaution, sets on foot every inquiry 
that his reigning passions could suggest, to eluci- 
date the case ; to secure possession to himself, and 
62 
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to crush every rival. He summons the chief priests 
and scribes of the people ; consults them respecting 
the determinations of prophecy, as to the birth place 
of the expected King of the Jews, he compares their 
opinion with the report of the wise men, and acts 
upon the result of that comparison. A coincidence 
of persons and circumstances so striking, and all re- 
lating to one person and one point, must lead to 
the acknowledgment and adoration of that God, in 
whose hand are the hearts of princes, the delibera- 
tions of councils, the number and motions of all the 
host of heaven. “IIe telleth the number of the 
“ stars; be calleth them all by their names; great 
“ is our Lord and of great power; his understand- 
“ ingis infinite.” Augustus Cesar, Herod, the Magi, 
the Jewish Sashedrim, the inhabitants of Bethlehem, 
of Jerusalem, all concur to give witness to yonder 
babe laid in a manger, and they involuntarily assist 
in demonstrating the certainty of those things 
wherein ye have been instructed: that ye might 
have strong consolation in having fled for refuge to 
the hope sct before you. 

But higher testimony still than that of the poten- 
tates of the earth is given to the Lord of glory. Angels 
descend with songs to mect him at his coming; 
the gloom of night is dispelled by celestial radiance ; 
Silence, we]l-pleased, hears the swect melody of an- 
gelic notes chanting the glad tidings of great joy, 
“ Unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” The har- 
mony of a thousand heavenly voices in chorus join, 
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to celebrate the advent of the Prince of Peace; to 
announce to a slumbering world Him in whose light 
they shine, by whose power they are supported, in 
whose praise they unite, to whose will they are de- 
voted. What a wonderful contrast! A deserted, 
friendless mother, a helpless infant, a stable, a man- 
ger! What humiliation like this humiliation! A 
throne above the heavens, the homage of princes, 
the effulgence of a star ‘to mark the way to his 
cradle, the adoration of the glorious host of heaven, 
the arm of the Lord revealed! What design but the 
salvation of a lost world, what event but the birth of 
a Saviour, what person but the son of God, could 
warrant all this display of majesty and might ? Chris- 
tian, keep these astonishing extremes continually in 
sight. This is bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh ; ‘ as children are partakers of fiesh and blood 
“he likewise himself also took part of the same; 
“verily he took not on him the nature of angels, 
“ but the seed of Abraham. In all things it bchoved 
“him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
“ might be 2 merciful and faithful high priest, in 
“ things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
“ for the sing of the people; for in that he himself 
“ hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour 
* them that are tempted.” The subject teaches us, 
1. How incompetent judges we are of the ways 
and works of God. Few events, ifany, correspond 
to our preconceived opinions of them. From the 
glimmering that we have, without any light at all 
save the sparks of our own kindling, we take upon 


88 HISTORY OF {Umcr, VI- 


us to arrange and decide, and to limit the Holy One 
of §srael, Like Naaman the Syrian, we have settled 
the mode of cure in our own mind, dressed it in 
proper parade and ceremony, and fall out with the 
prophet because the simplicity of the process con- 
founds the airy vision with which our imagination 
had aiased itself. Not knowing the Scriptures nor 
the power of God, the carnal Jews had dressed out, 
for Messiah the prince, a throne like Sotomon’s, of 
ivory overlaid with gold, had placed him at the head 
of armies, had surrounded him with guards, had 
crowned him with laurels. When the event belied 
their groundless expectations, with Naaman they 
turned away in a rage, saying, “ Are not Abana 
“ and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel ?” “ Away with this man, cru- 
“ eify him; not this man but Barabbas.” 

2. Observe kere in how wany instances God 
writeth vanity on all the glory of nan. In the pride 
of their hearts, the princes and potentates here men- 
tioned vainly imagined a prostrate world to be all 
their own. Every will must bend to theirs: to 
their pleasure every power and possession must mi- 
nister ; all the while they are the mere attendants on 
the royal state of the real Prince. Their names are 
indeed some of them still had in remembrance, but 
their power is annihilated, their consequence is swal- 
lowed up, or if any remain, it is derived from the 
relation which it bears to the superior, the command- 
ing, the undiminished importance of Him to whom 
they gave witness, and whose state, in spite of them- 


ixcr, YL) JESUS CHRIST. a 


selves, they continue to support. The empire of 
Augustus specdily fell under its own weight, and the 
downfall of Rome quickly followed that of Jerusalem, 
and both approved the truth, and power, and justice 
of God; while that child born, that Saviour given, 
holds undivided empire, and exercises unbounded 
sway. Eighteen centuries have confirmed, not 
shaken his authority, and timehas discovered another 
hemisphere, far more extensive than the former, and 
added it to his dominion, Let us again sing, “* His 
“* name shalt endure for ever. His name shallbe con- 
“ tinued as long as the sun : and men shail be bless- 
“ed in him; all nations shall call him blessed. 
© Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Isracl, who 
‘only docth wondrous things; and blessed be his 
* glorious name for ever, and let the whole earth be 
« filled with his glory.” Amen, and amen. 
Augustus, in the pride of his heart, and an abject 
world in flattery to him, prefixed his name to the 
age in which he lived—and let this piece of vanity 
have its scope. With the classical, philosophic scho- 
jar, let the Augustan age boast of a Cicero, a Virgil, 
a Livy, a Mecenas ; the humble Christian will rather 
glory in its having produced light from heaven, 
which eclipsed all human eloquence and wisdom in 
their highest splendour, and, resigning to the schools 
their favourite historians, orators, and poets, will re~ 
jeice in revolving in their place the hallowed page of 
Luke, the beloved physician, and in listening to the 
fervid, native, inartificial eloquence of Paul of Tarsus, 
and above all in attending to the dignified wisdom 
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which flowed from the lips of him who “spake as 
*€ never man spake.” 

3. Finally, this wonderful child born teaches us 
the value and importance of Jittle children. What 
human sagacity could penetrate the thick cloud which 
shrouded bis nativity? What but the spirit of pro- 
phecy could draw aside the veil which concealed his 
future eminence ? Who but a Simeon could discern 
in him the salvation of God, and foretell that “ this 
* child was set for the fall and rising again of many 
“in Israel; and for a sign which should be spoken 
“against?” And who but he who “declareth the 
“ end from the beginning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not yct done, saying, My 
« counsel shall stand, and Iwill do all my pleasure ;” 
who but He knows what the infant, now drawing its 
first breath, is one day to become? What dormant 
powers may there lie hid! What a germ of wisdom 
ready to expand! What godlike faculties, which 
areat length to astonish, to delight, to bless man- 
kind! Watch over the expansion, The precious 
seed is sown by the hand of the Creator. Mark its 
springing; mark its progress. God has done his 
part, parent, master, minister, see that thou doest 
thine. “It is not the will of your Father which is 
«in heaven, that one of these little ones should 
“ perish.” 

The next Lecture will have for its subject the 
history of the infancy and childhood of Jesus Christ. 
May he who condescended to become a little child 
for our sakes ; who, as He “ went about doing good,” 
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encouraged the approach of little children, saying, 
« Suffer them and forbid them not to come unto me; 
* for of such is the kingdom of God :” may he bless 
us with the Spirit of adoption, and endow us with 
the lovely simplicity, the docility, the submissiveness 
of little children, that we may enter into the kingdom 
ofbeaven, Amen, 
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LECTURE VII. 


LUKE IT. 40. 


And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom ; snd the grace of God was upon him. 


OF all the wonders presented to us in the world of 
nature, man is the greatest wonder to himself. His 
body dust of the ground, and mouldering back to 
dust ; reduced to the level of the beasts of the field ; 
but that dust animated with the breath of life, a 
living soul, exalted to the rank of angels, an ema- 
nation from God himself. In him are blended, in 
a most wonderful manner, three distinct kinds 
of life, forming one glorious individual formed 
“after the image of Tim who created him.” As 
the tree in the forest imperceptibly rises, increases 
from lowness anJ fecbleness to statclincss and. 
strength, and having attained full maturity imper- 
eeptibly decays, so the feeble infant gradually in- 
creases in stature, changes the grovelling into the 
erect form, rears his head to the vault of heaven, 
exulting in the greatness of his strength ; he begins 
to verge towards decay, he bends to the ground 
from whence he was taken, and at length sinks into 
it again. But he is not like the plant rivetted to 
one spot, unconscious of existence, incapable of self- 
motion. With the other animals around him, he 
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feels himself among his fellows, he rejoices in 
society, he possesses consciousness, he is directed 
by motives, he aims at a determinate end. Bat he 
is not, like the beasts that perish, impelled by 
instinct merely, the slave of appetite and sense, 
To the animal, the goodness of the Creator has 
superadded the rational hfe, the fieulty of contem- 
plating that great universe of which he constitutes 
a part so essential, the .capacity of rising from the 
effect to the cause, from the work to the Author: 
Man enjoys the gift of speech, whereby he is ren- 
dered capable of communicating bis reflections and 
reasonings, of formmg combinations of power which 
awe, control, and direct the subject world. 

To mark the progress of a human being is an in- 
teresting and delightful employment—to observe 
how the limbs acquire firmness and strength, how 
the mental powers unfold themselves, and all the 
passions of the man, in succession, stand confessed. 
See the fond mother bending with delight over her 
infant, at first a little pliant lump of animated clay, 
every power lying dormant save one, that of draw- 
ing its nourishment from her breast. By and by 
the eye begins to feel and follow the light, the slen- 
der neck strengthens aud sustains the reclining head ; 
the babe smiles, and the parent’s heart is over- 
whelmed with joy. Now he can distinguish the 
face of her that suckles him froin that of a stranger, 
at least she flatters herself he can, while the soft 
murmur of infantine satisfaction expresses his gra- 
titude. The figure by degrees becomes erect, every 
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limb js in motion, the uncertain tongue attempts 
to imitate the sounds which strike the opening ear, 
and the fect press downward to the supporting earth ; 
tremblingly he totters into walking, and stammers 
into specch. The powers of recdllection and of 
comparing appear, the symptoms of passion become 
visible, love and aversion, desire and gratitude. The 
moral sense at length begins to dawn, and the man 
in miniature finds himself a limited, dependent, sub- 
ject, accountable being; hence hope and fear, self- 
complacency and remorse. 

We are this evening to contemplate infancy and 
childhood in their loveliest and most attractive form, 
and in their most interesting and affecting circum- 
stances. Look yet again to Bethlehem of Judea, 
and behold the nothingness of human greatness; 
the offspring of kings a stranger in his paternal city, 
the heir of David without a place where to lay his 
head, a Sovereign destitute of all things. When 
God, at the fulness of time, scnt forth his own Son, 
as he was made of a woman, so was he “ made under 
“ the law,” subjected to all its rites and restraints 
however painful and humiliating, and the Saviour 
of mankind, that he might fulfil all righteousness, 
and become a perfect pattern of obedience, first 
passively submitted to every ordinance of religion, 
and then by an active and exact conformity, magni- 
fied the law and made it honourable. 

The minuter circumstances of this period of our 
blessed Lord’s life are not left on record: those 
excepted which relate to his public character and 
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divine mission, for as to these Scripture is most 
exact and particular. Of the progress of his infant 
mind no traces remain; not 2 word is said even of the 
beauty of his person; though the general terms 
which the Evangelists employ warrant us in think. 
ing, that never in child born of a woman did such 
early dawnings of superior wisdom appear, that 
never was human form so perfect. The modest 
reserve of the historians of Jesus Christ, in this 
respect, seems to minister a severe reproof of the 
ridiculous details to be found, in modern biography, 
of infantine actions and sayings, the supposed prog- 
nostics of future eminence and distinction. We 
can forgive a fond mother, nay love her the more 
for the amiable weakness, when we hear her repeat 
the pretty sayings, interpret the significant looks, 
and describe the wonderful deeds of her soul's 
darling ; but it excites pity, if not an ungentler 
feeling, to be told gravely, from the press, of the 
insipid nothings which a great man said and did, 
when he was an ignorant and silly, perhaps a pert 
and petulant boy, who probably merited correction 
where he obtained praise. 

Of our divine Master we are told what was done 
to him, not what he did; what was said by others 
concerning him, not what he said concerning either 
himself or others. And thus was he early an in- 
structor of parents to abstain from partial and exces- 
sive admiration of their children; and to little 
children to cultivate that modesty, docility, and 
humbleness of mind, which are the real ornament 
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and honour of their tender age. Behold in him 
then, parents, children, a helpless infant at the 
disposal of others. It is of importance to the 
world to know that, at the appointed period, the 
terms of the Abrahamic covenant were complied 
with; that the name of Jzsus was given him, ac- 
cording to the direction of the angel; that as the 
first-born of his mother, being sacred to God, he 
was soleninly presented to the Lord in the temple at 
Jerusalem ; for these things admonish us of the 
divine trath and faithfulness in keeping covenant 
and promise with his people, and of the right 
which he has to expect and require faithfulness and 
obedience on their part; of the character and offices 
annexed to that sacred, precious, and venerable 
name, and of the self-dedication which not the first- 
born only, but even all owe unto God. On the 
eighth day, then, he was circumcised, and named, 
according to the commandment, and on the fortieth 
day he was presented with the accustomed offering 
in the temple. 

Providence lays hold of this latter ocrasion to pro- 
eure a noble testimony to the high rank and charac- 
ter of the Son God. The spirit of prophecy had 
lately revived, and many in Jerusalem were ‘ wait- 
“ ing for the consolation of Israel,” and considered 
it as near at hand. Of this number was a just and 
devout man named Simeon, to whom it was com- 
tmunieated by a special revelation, that, old as he 
was, his cyes should not be closed in death, till he 
bad seen the Lord’s Christ. Heaven-directe he 
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goes up tothe temple, probably to entreat the speedy 
accomplishment of this gracious promise, at the 
very instant when the ceremony of the law was per- 
forming, and the Spirit that was upon him instantly 
points to Jesus as the fulfilling of the word in which 
God had caused him to hope. Filled with holy joy 
he takes the expected child into his arms, and lift- 
ing up his eyes to heaven, blesses God, saying, 
** Lord, now lettest thon thy servant depart in 
* peace, accordiug to thy word: for mine eyes 
“ have seen thy salvation, which thou bast prepared 
“ before the face of all people; a light to lighten 
* the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
He then points him out to the by-standers as the 
person spoken of by ancient prophecy, “ who 
“ should be set for the fall and rising again of many 
“ in Israel, and for a sign which should be spoken 
‘ against :” a pretiction descriptive of the reception 
the Messiah should meet with from that world 
which he came to redeem. The same important 
truth is immediately confirmed by an ancient pro- 
phetess, who, coming in the instant Simeon had 
done speaking, gave public thanks likewise unto the 
Lord, and_ spake of him to all them that looked for 
« redemption in Jerusalem.” 

‘Thus He, whose birth-place was determined many 
ages before, by prophetic illumination, whose natal 
hour was announced by one angel, and celebrated by 
a multitude of the heavenly host; to whiose feet a 
company of shepherds is led, with their simple of- 
fering, by a voice from heaven, and to whom easterir 
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sages are conducted by an extraordinary star, is in 
the most public place of resort in the Jewish metro- 
polis, declared aloud, a few weeks after his birth, 
ata public religious service, by testimony on testi. 
mony, the accomplishment of God’s great purpose 
of mercy to mankind. 

While so many illustrious personages were pro- 
ducing their concurring evidence to the truth as it is 
in Jesus, exalting him to endless honours and uni- 
yersal dominion, one is cruelly plotting his destruc- 
tion. Agitated by jealousy as groundless as it was 
barbarously pursued, Herod determines to crush at 
once this pretender to a throne whom so many signal 
and splendid appearances in heaven and earth were 
striving to display in superior glory. To make sure 
of his blow, his dark remorseless mind enlarges the 
circle of suspicion from a few days to two years, and 
from a single feared, hated individual, to all the 
male children ofa great city. Humanity sickens 
at the thought of the dreadful tragedy of that city, 
when “in Rama a voice was heard, lamentation, and 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachael weeping 
“for her children, and refusing to be comforted, 
“ because they are not.” By aiming at too much, 
the tyrant misses his aim altogether. The vigour of 
his pursuit exerted in one direction, confined to one 
object, might have overtaken it; but extending the 
sphere, dividing the pursuit, “ the captive of the 
“ mighty is taken away, and the prey of the terri- 
* ble is delivered, for thus saith the Lord, I wilt 
“contend with him that contendeth with thee.” 
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And how was this deliverance effected ? Providence 
employs not extraordinary means, te, fulfil its 
designs, wantonly and unnecessarily, but makes 
ordinary iostruments to produce mighty events. 
The bloody intention of Herod is hardly conceived 
in the gloomy hell of his own breast, than jt is seen. 
of that eye which nothing can escape, and no sooner 
is it seen than prevented. Ina dream, in a vision 
of the night, when decp sleep falleth on men, Joseph 
is admonished of the danger which threatened the 
child’s life, and warned to shun it, by fleeing into 
Egypt. Thus at every stage of his life was the 
Saviour of mankind hated aud persecuted of men; 
thus the all-wise Ruler of the Universe knows how 
to deliver, and finds a way to escape; thus He 
* confounds the wisdom of the wise, and brings to 
“ nonght the understanding of the prudent.” 

By a strange, perhaps unaccountable direction of 
the supreme will, the land of Egypt frequently 
serves as an asylum to persecuted goodness, protects 
and cherishes the precious secd of the church. 
Thither Abraham flees from the pressure of famine, 
and is thence dismissed with riches and honour. 
Here Joseph finds refuge from the malice of jealous 
and cruel brothers ; from hence Jacob and his starv- 
ing family are repeatedly fed., Here sprung up 
‘Mores, in times of extreme danger and distress ; here 
he was miraculously preserved, and reered to unex- 
empled eminence and usefulness. Here Israel 
miraculously increases into a great nation, and from 
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hence triumphantly departs; and here finally, He 
whom ell the rest prefigured, and in whom their 
several glory united ss in their centre, sought and 
found protection from the rage of an incensed king, 
This too was ordered of Him who seeth the end 
from the beginning. He went down into Egypt, 
that in his return the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
which saith, “ Out of Egypt have I called my Son.’ 

* Surely, O Lord, the wrath of man shall praise 
“thee, and the remainder of wrath thou shalt re- 
* strain.” 

A veil is drawn over the sojourn in Egypt, and it 
were presumption to attempt to draw it aside : neither 
is it possible exactly to ascertain its duration. The 
infamous Herod meanwhile paid the debt of nature, 
leaving behind him a name loaded with the execra- 
tions of the age in which heJived, and with the de. 
testation of every future generation to which the 
history of his enormities shall descend. His death 
was the signal of return to the land of Israel ; but 
pradence suggested the retirement of the poor and 
despised town of Nazareth, asa residence more suit- 
able to the circumstances of the times, than the noise 
and hurry of a metropolis, the seat of faction and in- 
trigue, or the suspiciously observed city of David, to 
which the jealous eyes of successive tyrants had been 
attracted by well known prophecies and by recent 
portents. 

As the place of Christ's birth, #0 that of his up- 
bringing was prophetically marked, not indéed by 
“ay particular text that appears in the'babred code, 
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but by its whole spirit and tenour, which represent 
him as voluntarily submitting to every species of 
reproach and indignity ; the carpenter's son, a Gali- 
Jean, a Nazarene, can any good come out of Naza- 
reth ! It was in this obscure village of a region of a 
conquered country, proverbially contemptible, that 
the childhood of Christ passed unseen, unnoticed of 
the great world; but carefully observed of an atten« 
tive mother, who to the tender solicitudes of that 
relation, was inspired with hopes, and animated 
with prospects, and torn with anxieties, which no 
mother before or since ever could know; there this 
wonderful “ child grew and waxed strong in spirit, 
“ filled with wisdom,” exhibiting unequivocal signs 
of a superior nature, without courting the public 
notice, or attracting premature homage; and thus 
humility, from the beginning and throughout, mark- 
ed the character of the condescending friend of man. 
kind, who became of no reputation, sought not glory 
of man, took on him the form of a servant, he 
strives not, nor cries, neither doth he lift up his 
« voice in the streets ;” and from the return out of 
Egypt, which, was probably not beyond his second 
year, up to the twelfth, history is entirely silent as 
to the particularsp—but O how much is conveyed 
in the strong general terme employed by inspiration 
to impress on our hearts the discovery and progress 
of these veiled ten years. May not the history of 
them be one of the precious arcana which © the 
“ Father hath keptin bis own power,” and reserved 
na 
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for the information, wonder, and joy of en improved 
ttate of existenee, when things bard to be under- 
stood shall be fully explained ; end things knowa 
in part shall be unfolded in all their connexions 
and dependencies; and intinite intelligence shall 
supply all the deficiencies of human understanding. 

It was in that fameless village, and in those 
trackless years; that the foundation was laid of a 
greatness which should eclipse all created glory ; of 
2 kingdom that should swallow up every other; 
of an enterprise which should extend its influence 
to the remotest ages of eternity. 

The next Lecture will, if God permit, take up 
the next recorded period of our Saviour's history, 
his assuming for a momenta public character at the 
age of twelve years, and his sliding away from it 
again into silence and retirement, till his thirtieth 
year, the time of his final manifestation unto Israel, 
as the great “ Prophet that should come unto the 
« world.” 

Shall I degrade my subject, by saying it suggests 
to parengs many useful hints respecting the early 
treatment of their children? Beas tender and atten- 
tiveas you will; listen to the voice of nature and 
feern your duty: but dream not of making a stran- 
ger bend the knee to your idol, perhaps he hes an 
idel of his own, weak, silly, and ridiculous as yours; 
perhaps he see nothing but impertinence and imper- 
fection, where you bebald only grace and loveliness, 
and the more you force your Degorupon his atinn- 
tion, the more hideousness and deformity he will 
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discover in it. Be not eager to bring fasward the 
accomplishments of your child. If they are worthy 
being seen, your reserve and the child’s modesty 
will give a glow to the colouring which will strike 
every eye, and please every heart. If they be 
trivial, why will you force a gobd-natured looker-on, 
to flatter your vanity at the expense of his own 
judgment ; or provoke a stern and severe one, to 
approve his sincerity and truth at the expense of 
your feeling and of your idel's fancied importance? 
In private let the person most dear to you be most 
dear you ; in society, the darling object, the first 
in consideration and affection, ought to be the last 
in respect of attention. 

Be not over-anxious about an early crop from 
your offspring. You may have the fruit, it is true, 
by means of yehement cultivation, « little earlier in 
the season, but it sayours of the artificial heat that 
“hurried it forward; the tree is wasted and fades 
before the time; and at the proper season when 
nature is clothing the vigorous plant with its golden 
harvest, the languid child of art stands lifelcss and 
leafless, expiring before its time. There is always 
denger from a premature spring, though it be in 
the course of nature. Happy is the man who can 
hit the temperate mean betwixt indecent haste and 
indolent delay. I would address a few words, to 
the same effect, to advanced childhood and early 
youth. Bet childheod end youth are not disposed 
to attend serious Lettores, or do not understand, or 
disbelieve, ‘end therefore do not attend to them. 
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They must be left to the forcible, the irresistible 
lessons of experience. I earnestly recommend them 
to the teachmg of God’s good Spirit. May the Son 
of Ged, who vouchsafed for our sake to pass through 
infancy and childhood poor, neglected, unknown, 
guard our helpless infants, direct our thoughtless, 
wayward children, counsel and instruct manly, 
matured reason, and smile with complacency on the 
hoary head and make it 2 crown of righteousness, 
And to God in Christ be ascribed immortal praise, 
Amen, 
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LECTURE VIII. 


LUKE I, 41—52, 


Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the 
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went 
‘up to Jerusalem, after the custom of the feast. And when 
they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph ond his 
mother knew not of it, But they, supposing him to have 
been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they 
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintélice. And 
when they found him not, they turned back again to Jeru- 
salem seeking him. And it came to pase, that after three 
dayt they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of 
the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions, 
And all that heard him were astonished at bis understanding 
ead answers, And when they saw him they were amased. 
And hia mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrow. 
ing. And he said unto the, How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Fatber’s business? And 
they understood not the saying which he spake unto them, 
And he wet down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these say- 
ings in her heart, And Jesus incressed in wisdom and 
statare, and in favour with God and man, 


UNIVERSAL nature is Progress, succession and 
change, . We observe it in every thing around us, 
we feel it in every particle of our own frame, But 
obvious as this progression is, in its larger portions 
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the minuter details defy the closest attention of the 
accutest eye. Darkness has evidently given place 
to light; but what vigilance of inspection could 
ascertain the precise instant when night ceased and 
light began to dawn? That plant is palpably in- 
creased in strength and size, but let me hang over it 
the live-long day, with the unremitting penetration 
of an eagle’s eye, and I am incapable of catching a 
single step of the progress, Shade melts impercep, 
tibly into shade; the transition is made, but we were 
hot aware of it; whether we be asleep or awake, 
careless or attentive, the great, complex machine 
keeps in,motion, performs its revolution, produces 
its effect, The progress of man, the most perfect 
of all creatures that we are acquainted with, is the 
moat interesting of all objects to man. If it be 
delightful to beheld the trees of the forest burst 
into verdure, and those of the garden putting on 
their beautiful garments, and changing that beauty 
into fruitfulness; if it be pleasant to behold the 
springing corn multiply thirty, sixty, a hundred 
fold; to behold the flocks and herds increase— 
what must it be to behold the image of God multi. 
plied oa the earth, the buman form divine rear 
self toward heaven, the powers of thonght and 
reason expand, 


ow By degrees, | 
‘The human Boss Hows; and crery chy, 
Sicit a0 & velly along, shows stare new charm, 
Fey the bind bend of on amidacma care... 
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Delightful task! to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot, 
To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind, 


To breathe th” enlivening spirit, and to fix 
The generous purpose in the glowing breast, 
Tuomson's Spuixa, 1 1148. 


But this, like every other human delight, is blended 
with pain. Even the partiality of parental affection 
is constrained to observe rank and noisome weeds 
springing up with the delicate seeds of goodness; 
the dawning of reason is obscured by the clouds of 
folly and vice, and the promise of a golden harvest 
is blighted in early spring, by late frost or prema- 
ture heat. Before we are well awake to the joy of 
some newly discovered excellency, we are over~ 
whelmed with the distress of perceiving some glaring 
imperfection, or ungracious propensity ; and where 
we love and rejoice, there also we find cause to 
lament and condemn. The Spirit of God has seen 
meet to present the world with one perfect model, 
for the instruction of every age of human life. We 
have held it up in a state of infantine beauty, sim- 
plicity, and gentleness, a passive example of subjec- 
tion to poverty, and danger, and persecution; but 
wé have seen the meanness and obscurity of that 
etate relieved by the decided attention of eternal 
Providence, and by the voluntary homage of angels 
and men. 

On returning from Egypt, Jesus was carried ta 
the obscure village of Nazareth, and the veil is 
drawn over him til his twelfth year, when he was 
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pleased to clothe himself fora little while with 
majesty, and then disappeared, till the time of his 
final manifestation to the world, as the Saviour of 
it. The law obliged every male of Israel to appear 
before the Lord in the place which he had chosen 
to put bis name there, three times every year, at 
the three great feasts of passover, pentecost, and 
tabernacles. This was evidently intended to main- 
tain a good correspondence between all the mem- 
bers of the commonwealth, by the social inter- 
course, the innocent festivity, and the devotional 
exercises which these solemnities promoted. 

Joseph and the mother of Jesus, though the in- 
junction extended not to females, were in the habit 
of regularly attending the service of the temple on 
those occasions; and Jesus, another “ Nazarite to 
© God from his mother's womb,” accompanied 
them to the holy place. Self-evident marks of the 
favour of Heaven were already uponhim. ‘“ He 
“ grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
“ wisdom.” Expressions importing uncommon 
comeliness of person and superior powers of un- 
derstanding: but in Him, as in other children, we 
behold a gradual progression from knowledge to 
knowledge, as from stature to stature. For as 
nature conceals from us at what moment she unites 
the immortal mind to the mortal frame, so the 
Holy Spirit has thought proper to conceal at what 
season, and in what measure, Deity was pleased ta 
unite himself to the human nature of the Re- 
G@oemer; and let us not over-uriously seek “ to 
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‘ know the times and the seasons which the Father 
** hath pat in his own power.” Neither the lovely 
form, nor the attractive goodness, nor the excellent 
wisdoin, however, of this wonderful cluld, seem 
to have roused much attenticn or commanded un- 
common respect. The world is captivated not by 
real and solid worth, but by the gaudy outside of 
showy supertical qualities. Rank and riches spread 
a glare over the persen of their possessor that 
makes it known and remembered; they add weight 
to his most ordinary sayings, which gives them 
currency and importance; while poverty, like a 
bushel put over a candle, prevents it, however clear 
it may be, from giving its light. What carnal 
mind can reconcile the idea of great and distin~ 
guished qualities with that of the carpenter's son? 
No, * He hath no form nor comeliness, and when 
* we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
* should desire him.” 

_ In those stated journeys to Jerusalem, it was 
customary for many families of the same neigh- 
bourhood, or of the same kindred, to travel in 
company. The road was sweetened and short. 
ened by- friendly communication, and religion 
strengthened the bands of friendship and the ties 
of blood. Were there no other reason but this to 
ptess upon the heart the importance of attendance 
on the ordinances of God's house, that it serves to 
strengthen the bond of nature between husband 
and wife, parent and child, one neighbour and 
another, it were enough to recommend it to every 
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one who prizes the comfort of the life that now 
is; how much more, when there are involved in 
it all the infinitely more important interests of 
that which is to come! Happy are those societies 
in which the powers of a world to come are so 
felt, as to shed a sweetening, cheering, enlivening 
influence over present conuexions, enjoyments, and 
pursuits. The solemnitics of the feast being ended, 
all prepare to return to their respective homes and 
their usual employments. Thus wisely and mer- 
cifully, He who knows what is in man makes 
devotion, Iabour, and rest, alternately to recom- 
mend, to relieve, and to support each other. A 
perpetual sabbath would soon prove the death of 
religion; under uninterrupted labour the man 
would quickly sink; rest protracted beyond a cer- 
tain bound would prove destructive of all repose. 
But to the heart in which the love of God is shed 
abroad, the painful toil of the week is mitigated 
and diminished by the prospect of the day of secred 
intermission, of heavenly communication; and the 
calm, satisfying delights of the Lord’s day, be- 
stowing case on the body, and composure on the 
mind, serve asa restorative toward undertaking and 
undergoing the fatigues of another week. 

The nameroumess of the company whieh tra- 
velled back to Nagareth prevented ity being db 
served that one was wanting, and ® complete duy’s 
joerney is performed, before the eager, attentive 
eye of evem a mother misses its derling object. 
Slew is this to be seeounted for? The wheld trem 
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was a band of brothers, of one heart and of one 
soul; in whatever part of it the child was, behind 
or before, he was encompaseed with friends: other 
children of twelve years old need attention, protece 
tion, and support, but he has given many unequi- 
vocal proofs of a wisdom capable of conducting 
himself. The time is now come that his mother 
herself must learn with whom she had to do, and 
to revere in her own sen the Son of the Highest. 
All was of God, who thus prepared the way for 
another public declaration of the great Prophet who 
should come into the world, and that not by the 
tongue of an archangel, nor by a multitude of the 
heavenly host, but by the mouth of Jesus himself; 
into whose lips grace was poured and praise per- 
fected. It is easier to conccive than to describe the 
sorrow and anxiety occasioned by the discovery that 
Jesus was not in the train. The shades of night 
spread over the soul of a mother, the terror of evil 
beasts, of evil men; of hunger and cold, of missing 
the road, and of all the nameless apprehensions 
which solicitous parents feel for unprotected youth 
and innocence. Nothing remains but to tread 
back their weary anxious steps, and the close of the 
second day sees them enter Jerusalem, with the 
mixed emotions of hope and despondency; and 
another sleepless night succeeds the painful dey. 
The third day, well knowing the zeal which be 
had for God's house, they repair betimes to the 
temple; they find bim, think, O mothers, with 
what astonishment and delight, in bealth, safety, 
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and composure, and, gracious Heaven! how em- 
ployed? “ sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
“hearing them aud asking them questions.” 
Painters and commentators seem to have entirely 
mistaken this passage of our Saviour's history. 
They place him in the centre, in the chief seat, 
assuming authority, instructing grey hairs. The 
Evangelist places him in the modest seat of a pupil, 
a pattern to children of twelve, of docility, of 
humility, of meekness; carefully listening to the 
questions proposed to him by the public teachers, 
and answering with deference and submission, 
though with intelligence and decision; and pro~ 
posing, in his turn, qucstions that led to important 
truth and really useful knowledge, not such as dis- 
played the acuteness of him who interrogated, or 
that aimed at exposing him of whom the answer 
was demanded. In truth, ever since I could read. 
and understand the words of the historian, I have 
consideréd this little anecdote of our blessed Lord, 
as of singular importance in his character, as the 
great teacher of mankind. The age of twelve is, 
an interesting crisis in buman life. The rational 
soul is then shaking off the child, and emerging 
into the man, There is about thet period, know. 
ledge enough to minister fuel to vanity end self- 
conceit, but not enongh to discern ignoravice and. 
folly; there is learning sufficient to tease and per- 
plex, but not to attract and conciliate affection. 
And did it please thee, meek and condescending 
Feays, to instruct that wayward season of exist- 
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ence, when youth begins to feel the force of ex. 
ample, to blush at petulance, to be influenced by 
honest shame and honest praise, that season when 
the heart is awake, alive all over to the bitterness of 
censure, or to the sweets of approbation? Yes, 
and we see in thee with wonder and joy the happy 
medium between the firmness of conscious wisdom, 
and the forwardness of assumed superiority: be. 
tween the meekness and gentleness which are the 
inseparable concomitants of real ability, and the 
self-sufficiency which betrays want of talents, sup- 
porting itself by extravagance of claim. ‘That this 
is the just view of our blessed Lord’s conduct is 
evident from the effect which it produced. You 
need not to be told of the jealousy of aged and pro- 
fessional men. Not a doctor in the temple but 
would have felt and resented the mortifying supe- 
Tiority of a child, had that superiority been osten- 
tatiously displayed ; but his whole deportment ex- 
cited only admiration and love; his understanding 
was equalled only by his affability and condescen. 
sion; he at once instructs his teachers and gains 
their good will; “ all- that heard him were asto. 
“ nished at his understanding and answers.” 

Tf strangers were thus moved by a mild display 
of early unaffected wisdom, .what must a parent 
have felt, whope heart but a moment before was 
throbbing with anguish unnutterable? How happy 
is ‘she to acknowledge such a son, the delight of 
every eye, the theme of every tongue. But eveli 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is weak and imperfect} 
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she speaks unadvisedly with her lips, she presumes 
to mingle upbraiding ‘and reproach with expres- 
sions of endearment and exaltation: she has for- 
gotten from whence she received him, the character 
given him of the angel before he was conceived in 
the womb, the sacred names which he bore, the 
testimony which God had so repeatedly given to his 
beloved Son; she addresses him, all-wonderful as 
he was, as if he had been merely an ordinary child, 
who hed thoughtlessly and wantonly rambled away 
from his parents, and had given them unnecessary 
trouble snd pain, He whose every word, every 
action bad an important meaning and design. 
% Son,” says she, “ why hast thou thus dealt with 
“us? Behold thy father and I have sought thee 
“ sorrowing.” And now the answer of Christ to 
this question unfolds the great end which he had in 
view, through the whole transaction, It was time 
for him to assert his divine original; and the meek- 
est and most submissive of all children stands in- 
vested with divine majesty, “ How is it that ye 
“ sought me? Wist ye not that FE must be about 
‘© my Father's business?” or, as it might perhaps 
with greater propriety have been rendered, “ in 
“ my Father's house.” 

‘What a lesson is conveyed to the, world in this 
reply? Sacrad is the authority of a mother over a 
son of twelve years of age, but there is an autho- 
rity still more sacred, of which a child even of 
that age inay be sensible. When the honoer of 
God is concerned, the voice of nature must be 
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suppressed. When the voice of Heaven calls, the 
decencies and civilities of life must give place, and 
all secondary obligations and considerations must 
be swallowed up of the first. He silently endured 
the reproach of being called the carpenter's son, by 
strangers, but his own mother must denominate 
him what he is, and what she knew him to be. 
But reproof of a parent must be insinuated, not 
brought directly forward; and here again the 
pattern is perfect; delicacy and firmness unite to 
spare the mother, yet reprove the offence; and 
whatever were the other questions and answers of 
this cclebrated conference, those which are on re- 
cord will remain an everlasting monument of the 
perfect union of wisdom and harmlessness, which 
distinguished the Son of God from every other. 
The Sun having shone forth in this temporary 
effulgence again hid its face in clouds, and sub. 
mitted to an eclipse of eighteen years longer; He 
divested himself of all authority; He sought not 
glory from man; He became of no reputation ; 
He took on him the form of a servant. “ Ile 
“ went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
“and was gubject unto them ;” and by this vo- 
luntary humiliation of himself, by this retreat into 
the shade, more than by ten thousand precepts and 
arguments, He has inculcated the practice of humi- 
lity on his disciples. A few short words contain 
the history of many years, even so, holy Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy sight; “Jesus in- 
vor.v. |‘ I 
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creased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man.” Let us not presume to draw 
aside the veil which infinite wisdom has spread, nor 
seek to be wise above what is written: these things 
the angels desire to look into, and some of these 
things, though now they are hidden from us, we 
may be permitted to know hereafter. 

About the period of this passover, when Christ 
was showing himself in the temple, after this ex- 
traordinary manner, as the Son of God, Augustus 
Ceaar, the emperor of Rome, dies, and is succeeded 
in the throne by Tiberius. About six years after, 
Josephus, called Caiaphas, was made high priest 
of the Jews, through the partial favour of Valerius 
Gratus, the Roman governor. Towards the end of 
the twelfth year from that period, Pontius Pilate 
was sent into Palestine as Procurator of Judea, in 
the room of Valerius Gratus, and John Baptist 
entered on the exercise of his public ministry. 
Those names are now stript of all their glory ; those 
stations are now fallen into disuse; those events 
are now stripped of all their importance, save what 
they derive from the relation which they bear to 
yonder babe in the stable, that child in the midst 
of the doctors, that gentle, obscure, unassuming 
youth of Nazareth of Galilee. So differently do 
objects weigh when examined by the scale of the 
world, and tried by the balance of the sanctuary. 
In the next Lecture we will proceed, if God per- 
mit, to the history of Christ’s baptism, and of the 
illustrious testimony then given from the most ex" 
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cellent glory to Jesus Christ, as God's well-beloved 
Son. 

Let us with Mary keep all these sayings in 
“our heart.” Let us, from the example of this 
pious pair, regularly attend the worship of God's 
house, “ not forsaking the assembling of ourselves, 
“as the manner of some is:” and thus shall we 
* go from strength to strength” till we appear be- 
fore God in Zion. Let us carefully attend to the 
proper mode of treatment of children, suited to 
age, to capacity, to temper, and disposition. The 
discipline adapted to childhood is by no means 
suited to a more advanced state; and when the 
youth has become a man, and “ put away childish 
* things,” he must be treated as a man. It is of 
importance to know when the stimulus, when the 
bridle is to be employed. What would overwhelm 
the timid may prove hardly a curb to the head- 
strong; the slow of speech and understanding must 
not be urged into the speed of the acute and im- 
petuous. Parents rejoice in a forward display of 
faculties in their children; they encourage it, and 
they not seldom repent it. The opposite error is 
not common, and is therefore less an object of 
caution. The difficulties which daily present 
themselves, in managing the progress of the human 
mind, are frequently insurmountable by the ordi- 
nary powers of man, which therefore stand in 
need of the illumination of “ wisdom from above ;” 
“if any of you,” then, “lack wisdom, let him 

12 
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ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and 
“ upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” 

Let the young be instructed how to rise into 
eminence and distinction. Covet not, pursue not 
premature honour and applause. Extorted praise 
is gratifying neither to the giver nor to the receiver 
2 free-will offering of approbation is “ twice blessed ; 
“ it blesseth him that gives, end him that takes.” 
Meditate on the familiar image which, no doubt, 
hus frequently been suggested to you: honour, 
like the shadow, pursues the flyer, and flies from 
the pursuer. Demand less than your due, and 
men will be disposed to give you the more. My 
young: friends, “be not children in understand- 
“ing: bowbeit, in malice be ye children, but in 
* understanding be men,” 
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LECTURE IX. 


LUKE IIE. 21—28, 


Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass that 
Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Ghost descended i in a bodily shape 
like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee Iam well 
pleased. And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years 


of age, being, as was supposed, the son of Joseph, which 
was the son of Heli. 


"THE declared parpose of our Evangelist, in under- 
taking to write this history, is that his most excel- 
lent friend Theophilus, and with him every lover 
of God and truth, “ might know the certainty of 
those things wherein he had been instructed.” 
This “ certainty” is demonstrable from the spirit 
which Christianity breathes, and from the external 
evidence by which its divine original was confirmed. 
The religion of Jesus Christ proves that it came 
down from teaven, from the Father of lights, by 
the character of the great Author and Finisher of 
our Faith, by the example of all righteousness 
which he set, by the purity and heavenly-minded- 
ness which he displayed and recommended, by the 
labours of mercy and love which he performed, by 
the sufferings which he patiently underwent, and 
by “the glory that followed.” To these Providence 
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‘was pleased to superadd proofs that reach the under- 
standing through the medium of sense; namely, 
signal, supernatural, and frequently-repeated testi- 
tiionies, exhibited in the presence of a cloud of 
witnesses, who produced a clear, concurring, con- 
sistent mass of evidence, respecting facts which fell 
under the personal observation of their own eyes 
and ears, and which were never contradicted nor 
even called in question. 

At this distance of time and place, the last men- 
tioned species of evidence, that of external circum- 
stances, mrust of necessity be transmitted to us 
through the channel of history, and its validity 
must rest on the veracity of the historian. The 
other sort of evidence is the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever. This counsel approves itself 
to be of God, to the conviction of every one who 
seriously examines it, at whatever distance of time 
and place, from its indelible characters, from the 
universality of the field which it embraces, and 
from the glorious and godlike end at which it aims; 
in a word, from its congeniality to the feelings, to 
the wishes, and to the wants of human nature. 
Had no prediction taught the world to expect a 
Deliverer; had no miracle declared Him the great 
Lord of the Universe; had no voice from Heaven 
proclaimed Him the beloved Son of God, He must 
have stood confessed the predicted Emanuel, God 
with us, in his compassion to the miserable, in his 
patience with the froward, in his forbearance toward 
the evil and unthankful, in his clemency to the 
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guilty. The Gospel breathes “ peace on earth and 
“ good will to men ;” its unbounded liberality dif- 
fuses its influence over the whole world of mankind ; 
its professed aim and end are to confer all possibly 
attainable happiness on every human being, in the 
life which now is, and perfect and everlasting felicity 
in that which is to come. The object which Christ- 
ianity proposes to itself is to reform, to purify, to 
exalt our fallen nature, by making us partakers of a 
divine nature ; it is to rear the fabric of present and 
everlasting blessedness on the solid foundation of 
wisdom, truth, and virtue. It penetrates and per- 
vades every principle of our nature, and enters com- 
pletely into the detail of human life and conduct; 
it informs the understanding, melts the heart, over~ 
awes the conscience, and brings the trembling, 
guilty, helpless, desponding creature unto God. If 
these sre not the characters of a Revelation from 
the God and Father of all men, what characters 
are sufficient to produce belief? If the spirit and 
tendency of the Gospel work not conviction, the 
descent of an angel from heaven, or the return of 
one from the regions of the dead, would be equally 
inefficacious. 

In this “ doctrine according to godliness,” Men 
and Brethren, we behold genuine philosophy, not 
carelessly slumbering over fancied plans of improve~ 
ment, not coldly suggesting ideas of reform, not 
bewildering herself in the peradventures of doubtful 
disputation, but philosophy slive, awake, and in 
action; philosophy doing good and diffusing happi- 
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ness; the divine philosophy which brings God down 
to dwell with men upon carth, and which raises 
men from carth to heaven. In its great Author we 
behold not the sullen, supercilious recluse, looking 
with affected contenpt on the weakness and igno- 
rance of mankind, talking and arguing sagely, and 
effecting nothing,- but the bencficent friend of man, 
mixing with society, looking with complaccocy on 
harmless enjoyment, stretching forth the hand to 
relieve distress, with patience and condescension 
instructing the ignorant, outrunning the expecta- 
tions and even the desires of the humble, and over- 
coming evil with good. At every period, and in 
every condition of life, we behold Him a perfect 
pattern of every possible excellence. 

We have already contemplated the blessed Jesus 
in his original glory, before the world was, and in 
all the wonders of his humiliation to the level of 
humanity: we have beheld him in all the affecting 
interest of infancy and childhood, born in a stable, 
Jaid in a manger, aimed at by the dagger of a ruffian, 
driven into exile, meekly retiring into obscurity, 
silently increasing in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man. From the age of twelve 
to thirty years, that is, for more than half the period 
which He tabernacled among men, Providence has 
seen mect to withhold all traces of his history. Within 
the short space of about three years is comprised 
the detail of alt the things which Jesus did, and 
taught, and suffered as the Saviour of mankind. To 
this eventful era we are now brought forward, and 
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we enter on the contemplation of it with mixed 
emotions of wonder, reverence, and joy. 

Stand by, ye princes and potentates of the earth ; 
the King of kings is about to make his public entry, 
What is the consecration of a prelate, the corona- 
tion of an emperor, the voice of a trumpet, the 
anointing with oil, compared to the majesty, solem- 
nity, and importance of the scene displayed on the 
banks of the Jordan! Bend your heads and cover 
your faces, “ ye angels that excel in strength,” He 
whom you are all commanded to worship is here. 
Behold, he cometh from Nazareth of Galilee, to 
the baptism of John; the greater to be baptized by 
the less. Eighteen ycars hast thou now passed, 
Jesus of Nazareth! unseen, unknown, unregarded; 
under the humble appellation of the carpenter's son, 
partaking perhaps of the labours of his occupation, 
faring simply, submitting to authority, unmortified 
by subjection to poverty, neglect, and reproach ; 
aud thus hast thou becoine a gentle and silent, but 
a severe reprover of the restlessness of ambition, of 
the thirst of distinction, of the impetuosity of appe- 
tite, of impatience of restraint. The Saviour of the 
world, my friends, was pleased to pass through the 
successive stages of human life that he might sanc- 
tify and instruct every age of man. He became an 
infant of days, that He might sanctify infancy, and 
stamp importance and respect upon it; he showed 
himself in the temple at the age of twelve, that he 
might sanctify and instruct that more advanced 
period of life in the duty of frequenting the house 
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of God, and of resorting to age, office, and experi- 
ence for the lessons of wisdom. He advanced to 
maturity to sanctify and instruct grown men to 
practise self-denial, self-government, to be content 
with their lot, to repress inordinate desire, to aim 
at eminence by learning to become useful. “ He 
* that believeth shall not make haste.” He remained 
thus long in the shade, that He might teach his 
disciples to bear obscurity and retirement, and to 
cease from premature aspiring. He emerges at length 
into the light, the season of open and beneficial 
exertion being come, that he might correct a spirit 
of indolence, irresolution, and affected humility ; 
and to tell every man, that he is sent into the 
world to act an important part, that he is intrusted 
with talents for the employment of which he is 
accountable, that God and his fellow-creatures have 
claims upon him, which he must satisfy at his peril. 
The approach of Jesus to Jordan is perceived 
and announced by the Baptist. The Spirit which 
enabled Simeon to discern the Saviour in the person 
of a little child, when presented in the temple, now 
discloses to the eye of the Prophet, who came in the 
spirit and power of Elias, the same divine Person 
on the eve of entering upon his public ministry. 
He suspends for a moment the employment of 
teaching and baptizing the multitude, in which he 
was engaged, to point out to them “ the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
** As the people were in expegtation, and aj men 
 mased in their hearts of John, whether he were 
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“ the Christ or not; John answered, saying unto 
“ them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but 
‘ one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
“ shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shalt bap- 
“ tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 
John, at first, modestly declines the exercise of 
his office in a case so very extraordinary. Hitherto 
he had taught only the ignorant and vicious, and 
baptized only the impure, in the view of preparing 
them to receive the blessings of the approaching 
kingdom of heaven; self-righteous Pharisees, unbe- 
lieving profligate Sadducees, rapacious publicans, 
seditious, violent, and discontented soldiers, such 
were the men who came to his baptism. But here 
the application is made by Him “ who is holy, 
“ harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners: who 
* did no sin, neither was guile found in his lips.” 
This, prophet as-he was, confounds all the Baptist’s 
ideas of propriety, and he exclaims: ‘ I have need 
** to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
The reply of Christ unfolds his spirit, and conveys 
to us many a useful lesson: “ Suffer it to be so 
* now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all right 
* eousness.” Perfect purity can suffer no contami- 
nation from intercourse with the unclean; the im- 
pure pollute each other, and the contagion spreads, 
Conformity in things innocent and lawful, is a duty 
imposed by decency, kindness, and regard to peace; 
dissent merely for the sake of dissent is a mixture 
of pride and bigotry. That may be admitted under 
peculiar circumstances, which is not to be drawn 


ms HisTORY OF {Lecr. 1X. 


into a precedent, nor established as a general rule. 
A public character is concerned to study his own 
dignity, and the propriety and consistency of his 
conduct. The question is not what he may do, but 
what it decomcs him to do. “ Things lovely and of 
S¢ good report” must be thought of together with 
things that are “true, honest, just, and pure.” It 
became Him to give public testimony to the baptism 
of John, the baptism of repentance, because it led 
directly to his own mission, and to the kingdom 
which He was about to establish in the world. It 
became him to put respect on every institution, 
ceremonial as well as moral, that had the sanction 
of divine authority, of general use, or of obvious 
utility. The ceremonial law required “ divers 
“ washings,” and the immersion of the body in 
water was by no means a novel practice introduced 
by John, but transmitted through the succceding 
ages of the legal dispensation, and compliance with it 
our Lord considers as part of “ the fulfilling of 
*¢ gil righteousness,” and therefore as incumbent on 
himself, being the great pattern of propricty. We 
find him, on another occasion, submitting to an 
arbitrary imposition, that he might not scem to give 
offence, in the matter of the tribute money, and 
performing a miracle rather than show disrespect to 
government. ‘ Lest we should offend them,” says 
he to Peter, “go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, 
‘and take up the fish that first cometh up; and 
‘ when thou bast opened bis mouth thou shalt find 
* g piece of moncy: that take, and give unto them 
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‘ for me and thee.” Thus he not only “ fulfilled, 
to an iota, “all righteousness,” prescribed by the 
law, but submitted himself to the “ ordinance of 
“ man, for the Lord’s sake.” 

But there was a farther view in this solemn trans- 
action. The Messiah must be publicly set apart to 
the execution of his high prophetic office, and He 
prefers the baptism of John as the mode of per- 
forming that august ceremony. He passes through 
the water into the reign of Grace; the kingdom of 
heaven was now come, and such was his humble 
entry into it. But this voluntary descent is to be 
immediately followed by a rise into glory which 
eclipses all the glory of this world. Samuel guointed 
Saul with a vial, and afterwards David with a born, 
of material oil; the Prince ‘“ upon the throne of 
* David, of the increase of whose government and. 
« peace there should be no end,” is anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. The numerous and sounding titles 
of earthly potentates are, at their inauguration, pro- 
claimed by sound of trumpet; the simple title of 
the King of kings and Lord of lords is proclaimed 
by @ voice from heaven. The eyes and ears of the 
spectators -at once bear witness to the declaration 
of the Son of God. “It came to pass, that Jesus 
* also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
“ opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 
shape, like a dove, upon him, and a voice came 
from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved 
“Son; in thee I am well pleased.” Painters have 
presumed to represent this descent of the Holy 
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Ghost, under the form of a material dove. The 
descending, hovering motion, not the bodily shape 
of that bird, is surely all that the expression in the 
Evangelists conveys to the mind. As well might 
art attempt to paint the dazzling lustre of flaming 
fire, or the sound of the voice that spake, or the 
motion of the splendid appearance which then filled 
the sky, as pretend to give precise and permanent 
form to an apparition of Deity, which, having 
fulfilled its purpose, passed away. 

Thus, Christians, was consecrated to the noblest 
work ever undertaken, the great “ Prophet that 
should come into the world,"— The Prince of 
“ the kings of the earth"— The Apostle and High 
* Priest of our profession,” God “ also bearing wit- 
ness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
‘divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to his own will.” And thus was ful- 
filled the Scripture which saith, “ There shall come 
“ forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
§ shall grow out of his roots: and the Spirit of the 
* Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
* might, the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear 
of the Lord; and shall make him of quick under- 
“ standing in the fear of the Lord: and he shal! not 
* judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove 
* after the hearing of his ears : but with righteousness 
© shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity 
* for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
* earth with the rod of bis mouth, and with the 
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* breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And 
“ righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
“ faithfuiness the girdle of his reins.” And thus is 
the church of Christ founded upon a rock, “ and the 
“ gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Is it unworthy of remark, that this testimony to” 
the Son of God, from “ the excellent glory,” was 
given while he was praying? “ As He prayed” 
also, on the mount of transfiguration, a similar testi« 
mony was exhibited, “‘ There came a cloud, and 
* overshadowed them: and there came a voice out 
* of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son; 
“ hear Him.” Again, while Jesus prayed, “ Father, 
glorify thy name ;” the testimony from on high 
was repeated. “Then came there a voice from 
* heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will 
“ glorify it again.” Such is the promptitude of 
intercommunication between carth and heaven. So 
rapidly ascend the breathings of a devout spirit to 
the throne of God; so swiftly descend the tokens 
of * good-will to men.” ‘ The effectual fervent 
‘© prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” And 
if the earnest prayer of an Elias bad power to bind 
up the clouds of heaven for years together, and to 
smite a guilty land with thirst and famine; how 
much more powerful must be the prayer of the Great 
Intercessor, That “ in the wilderness waters may 
“ break out, and streams in the desert ;” that * the 
parched ground may become a pool, and the 
“thirsty land springs of water!” Therefore also 
* men ‘ought always to pray, and not to faint.” 
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Here are the ‘* Three that bear record in heaven, 
“ the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
“these three are one.” ‘ Who can by searching 
“find out God: who can find out the Almighty 
*¢ unto perfection?” ‘ Who is able to comprehend 
*¢ what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
“height; and to know the Jove of Christ which 
*¢ passeth knowledge ?” 

We have made no remark on the mode of baptistn 
which John employed, because it might lead to 
controversy, which is unprofitable, to the neglect 
of practical “ goodness,” which “is profitable unto 
“all things.” ‘* Let every man be fully persuaded 
“in his own mind.” ‘ Why dost thou judge thy 
* brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy 
“ brother?” “ Who art thou that judgest another 
* man’s servant? to his own master he standcth or 
« falleth.” Let the spirit of the ordinance be chiefly 
attended to: wise and good men may very inno- 
gently differ about the form. “« It is the spirit that 
‘* quickeneth,” the outward form is of secondary 
importance, 

Parente, have ye devoted your infant offspring to 
God, by the sprinkling with water? Remember the 
solemn cngagements which you then voluntarily 
undertook to bring them up in the fear, “ nurture, 
* and admonition of the Lord.” Meditate frequently 
and scriously on the responsibility under which you 
are laid, to God, to your children, to the world. 
Your fellow worshippers will withess against you, 
if you trifle with, if you neglect, if you corrupt 
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your sacred charge. These young ones look up to 
you for protection, for instruction, for an example ; 
they call upon you fo fulfil your promise in their 
behalf. They ask bread of you, will you give them 
a stone? They ask a fish, will you give them a 
serpent? They look to you for the portion of goods 
that falleth to their share; not only “the meat 
“ which perisheth, but that meat which endureth 
“unto everlasting life. If you are unfaithful, 
they are undone. On the other hand, “ great is 
‘your reward on earth,” and still greater “ your 
“ reward in heaven,” if you are honoured to become 
their spiritual parents, as you are parents after the 
flesh ; if, after having introduced them into this 
world of nature, you are made the happy instru- 
ments of introducing them into the kingdom of 
God; if you and they together are at length added 
“to the general assembly and church of the first- 
“born, which are written in heaven, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect,” through Jesus 
the mediator of the new covenant, and the ‘ blood 
* of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
“* that of Abel.” 

Young man, thou wert in early infancy, by the 
piety of affectionate parents, baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. The birth of nature bestowed on thee the 
name of thy father after the flesh; when thou wert 
sprinkled with water, another name was prefixed to 
it, which continues to be thy distinctive appellation. 

VOL. ¥. K 
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Both were indeed imposed without thy conscious- 
ness or consent, but in both thou hast cheerfully 
acquiesced, perhaps they are a source of pride to 
thee. Even the acquisition of an estate will hardly 
induce a man of spirit to forego his parental desig- 
nation, but the Christian name is indelible, Every 
time thou writest it then, every time thou hearest 
it addressed to thee, thou art admonished of thy 
dedication to God. Baptismal engagements rise 
into view. ‘Iam not my own, for I am bought 
“with a price. What, deny my name! What, sell 
“ it for a painted bauble! No, I glory in it; I will 
“not permit it to be dishonoured. What my 
“ parents did in my behalf when I was a little 
* child, I now openly avow. They have done their 
* part, through the help of God I will do mine. 
“The name of Christ shall not be blasphemed 
“through my unworthiness, My brothers bare 
* with me the common name of our ancestors, but 
“I will render my own distinguished among my 
* brethren, I will never blush at being called a 
© Christian.” 

My friend, thou hast passed through the water 
at the age of puberty. Baptism was thy own act 
and deed. Thou hast entered into the kingdom of 
God, consciously, deliberately. The vows of God 
are upon thee. That young person, made a Christian 
by the act of parents, when come to years may dis- 
allow that act, may renounce the name, but thou 
hast subscribed with thy hand unto the Lord. 

Thou bast put the yoke of Christ upon thy own 
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neck, and hast assumed his brethren. Thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lord, and must not 
look, must not go back. Thou standest pledged to 
God and to the world to support the honour of the 
Christian name, “ to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things.” You fecl and acknowledge 
the obligation ; no temptation, no compulsion, can 
induce thee to retract it. Next sacramental solem- 
nity the vow shall be rettewed, repeated. The lan~ 
guage of thy heart is: “ I am not ashamed of the 
“ Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation, to every one that believeth:” “ God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
“our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
“ crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 

If the spirit and power of the institution, we 
Tepeat it, are thus understood and felt, let a man 
pass through water into the pale of the church of 
Christ, or procure that privilege for his child, by 
the rite of aspersion as conscience may prescribe, 
and let us “be kindly affectioned one to another, 
“with brotherly love; in honour preferring one 
© another.” 

The Evangelist, at this interval, presents us with 
the genealogical table of Christ’s descent from Adam 
downward. It brings us all to the common level of 
brethren. Through endless and intricate ramifica- 
tions every man finds himself derived from one and 
the same root, “ the son of Adam, the son of God.” 
And the Christian is “ born again,” he is “ a new 
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* creature,” being “ begotten again unto a lively 
“hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
“ the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
* filed, and that fadeth not away.” The law of 
nature binds us to each other as men, the law of 
the Gospel doubles and strengthens the cord of love. 
This is Christ's “ new commandment,” the badge 
of discipleship, “ the fulfillmg of the law,” ‘ the 
“ bond of perfectness.” ‘“ A new commandment,” 
says our blessed Lord, “ I give unto you, That ye 
“Jove one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
“also love one another. By this shall all men 
* know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
* one to another.” 

Has God vouchsafed to give such testimony to 
the Son of his love? Receive it, rest upon it, im- 
prove it as a rule of life, as a source of consolation. 
Ye “have not followed cunningly-devised fables, 
** when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ;” for though 
you were not “ eye-witnesses of his majesty,” you 
have “a more sure word of prophecy: whereunto 
“ ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
* shincth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
* the day-star arise in your hearts.” 

Ye call Christ “ Master and Lord:” and ye say 
well, for so He is. ‘It became Him to fulfil all 
 righteousness;” He put respect on the ordinances, 
qn the house, on the word of God: “ leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps.” Let 
the name, the day, the temple, the word of the 
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Lord be hallowed in your eyes. “ Know ye not, 
“that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
* Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore 
“we are buried with him by baptism into death; 
“ that like as Christ was raised up from the dead, 
“ by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
“ walk in newness of life.” 

* The Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape 
“like a dove upon Him :” when He was leaving 
the world, and going unto the Father, he promised 
his disciples to “ give them another Comforter, to 
“abide with them for ever; even the Spirit of 
* Trath.” That Comforter was to teach them all 
things, and bring all things to their remembrance. 
“He showed himsclf” to them “ alive after his 
ae passion, by many infallible proofs :” He repeated 
his promise; He commanded them’ that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
“the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye 
* have heard of me. For John truly baptized with 
* water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
‘« Ghost, not many days hence.” It was accord- 
ingly fulfilled: * When the day of Pentecost was 
* fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
«place. And suddenly there came a sound from 
s heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
« all the house where they were sitting. And there 
“appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of 
“ fire, and it sat upon each of them: and they 
« were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 
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* to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
“ them utterance.” Thus were they comforted for 
their Master's departure; thus they received ‘an 
* unction from the Holy One,” whereby they were 
set apart unto, and fitted for, their great work ; thus 
were they strengthened to begin and pursue a 
career which will be felt till time expire. The same 
Spirit is promised, and is given to us to “ help our 
“ infirmities,” to “ guide us into all truth,” to take 
what is Christ's, and show it unto us, to “ comfort 
us in all our tribulation,” to show us things to 
come, We look not for a miraculous effusion, to 
enable us to speak with tongues, to prophesy, to 
work miracles; but we have good ground to ask, 
and to hope that God will give us, “ the spirit of 
* power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” “ O 
“ send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead 
* me, let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to 
* thy tabernacles; then will I go unto the altar of 
*€ God, unto God my exceeding joy.” 

Our blessed Lord entered on his public ministry 
at the age of thirty, and it was accomplished within 
the space of little more than three years. Think 
how much was done jn that short space, Were the 
things which Jesus did, as they stand on this record, 
and the “ many other things” not recorded 
therein, to be “ written every one,” such would be 
their number and their lustre, that they would to 
the world appear to be absolutely incredible, and 
therefore the world would not be disposed to'receive 
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them. Here we have an illustrious pattern of the 
employment, of the improvement of time. “I must 
“ work,” says he, “ the works of Him that sent 
“me, while it is day ;” the duty of the season in 
its season. How ought we to blush at our laborious 
idleness, at our pompous nothings! What have we 
to show for our thirty, forty, fifty, threescore years? 
Hardly enough to furnish a decent inscription for 
a tomb-stone. Were thc history of the most indus- 
trious and useful life to be fairly delineated, the 
world would have cause to wonder at the frequent 
and hideous chasms, the wild confusion, the inde- 
cent rapidity, the causeless delay, which the detail 
would present. What a picture then must the life 
of the professedly idle and dissipated, of the profli« 
gate and vicious, exhibit! All enters into the book of 
God's remembrance, and all must come into judg- 
ment. What precious time, what invaluable oppor- 
tunities of doing and of receiving good, have heen 
shamefully neglected, have been vilely cast away! 


‘What moment granted man without account ? 
‘What years are aquander’d, Wisdom’s debt unpaid! 
Nicnur Trovaeuts, II. 30, 


Much is irretrievably lost. Who knows how little 
may remain? ‘ Now it is high time to awake out 
‘of sleep: the night is far spent, the day is at 
* hand: let us therefore cast off the works of dark- 
“ ness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let 
“us walk honestly as in the day,” and “ put ye 


ass BISTORY OF (sor. 1x. 


“on the Lord Jesus Christ.” “ Awake thou that 
* sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
% give thee light, See that ye walk circumspectly, 
* not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 
“ because the days are evil.” 
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LECTURE X. 


MATT. IV.1—11. 


Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, he wag afterward an hungered. And 
when the tempter came to him, he said, 1f thou be the 
Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 
But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God, Then the devil taketh him up 
into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee; and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against astone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the 
devil taketh him op into an exceeding high mountain, and 
showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them: and saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith 
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, 
‘Thou ehglt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, 
angels came and ministered unto him, 





"WonDERFUL is the influence which external 
objects possess over the mind of man: wonderful 
it is to reflect how body and spirit act upon each 
other, On a simple determination of the will, 
every limb is in motion, every nerve is exerted; 
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and the man is burning under the line, or freezing 
at the pole. Let the blood be transmitted with a 
little more than usual rapidity, or move a little 
more sluggishly, and all the mental facalties are 
deranged, a new world arises, every former idea 
is blotted out. The glance of that eye, at one 
time, chills me with terror, and at another it melts 
me into love. This note rouses me to the battle; 
and that soothes me into melancholy. Internal 
serenity and depression are produced by a clearer 
or grosser state of the air. And if we are thus 
Tiable to be affected by objects merely material, 
what must be the influence of mind upon mind! 
How powerful must be the sympathy, how prompt 
the communication of kindred spirits, intuitively 
perceiving and interchanging mutual sentiments of 
kindness, gratitude, or esteem! Who can conceive 
or explain the influence which beings wholly spi- 
ritual may exercise over the human species, crea- 
tures composed of matter and spirit, whose senses, 
whose imagination, whose memory, whose under- 
standing, all are so easity impressible? 

Of all the faculties which spiritual beings possess, 
that of rendering themselves the objects of sense 
most of all exceeds our comprehension. They 
present a form, they utter, and receive, and return 
articulate sounds, and anon they are “ vanished 
into air, thin air.” The appearance of Gabriel 
to Zacharias and to Mary, and of the nmultitude of 
the heavenly host to the shepherds, is a striking 
demonstration of it. We have before us another 
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instance of this astonishing faculty, in a spirit of a 
very different charactcr, and for a very different 
purpose,—Satan, the destroyer, “foe to God and 
“ man,” tempting Christ in the wilderness. 

The two Evangelists who have given us the 
history of this temptation in detail differ only in 
respect of the order of the facts related, that which 
is placed second in St. Matthew's Gospel is the 
third in Luke’s, and that which is the second in 
Luke is the third in Matthew. We have chosen to 
follow the latter, because, as he was shortly after 
called to the office of apostleship, he probably 
received the history from Christ's own mouth ; and 
because the words which He addresses to the 
wicked onc, in the close of the third temptation, 
according to Matthew's statement of it, ‘“ Get 
‘ thee behind me, Satan,” seem to have concluded 
the scene. This slight difference, however, serves 
only to confirm the authenticity of both historians, 
as it is a proof that the one did not copy from the 
other. We now proceed to the temptation itself, 

*¢ And when the tempter came to him he said, If 
* thou be the Son of God, command that these 
“stones be, made bread.” Attend to the scason 
which he laid hold of. It was at the moment that 
he saw Jesus ready to faint with hunger. Attend 
to the place; it was in the wilderness, which proe 
duced nothing fit for food. Attend to the sugges- 
tion; it presents nothing apparently offensive. He 
only wishes a little seasonable relief to one under 
the pressure of the greatest distress, and that relief 
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procured by means at once simple and innocent. 
The law had relaxed somewhat of its severity in 
favour of cases like the present, by exempting 
from the punishment of theft, the person who had 
committed it only to satisfy his hunger. But here 
there was not the shadow of a crime; He had but 
to employ the power which he certainly possessed, 
and which he lawfully might exercise. It would 
be a demonstration of his immediate reliance on his 
heavenly Father; it would remove all doubt re- 
specting the divinity of his mission. Who could 
refuse to acknowledge Him who was thus declared 
to be the Son of God? He himself wants only this 
proof, to induce him, like another Herod, to fall 
down and worship him. 

It is clear that the tempter, when he used the 
expression, “the Son of God,” did not fully appre- 
hend the import of what he said, that he did not 
mean by it to acknowledge the divinity of the 
Saviour. Hed he known with whom he had to do, 
durst he have undertaken to tempt and seduce 
him? By “ the Son of God,” therefore, he under- 
stands only a prophet of distinguished rank, supe~ 
rior to all others, of pre-eminent virtue and merit, 
endowed with higher gifts and powers, chosen and 
commissioned of Providence for the conversion and 
salvation of the world, and of consequence infi- 
nitely dear to God. In this persuasion his object 
is an attempt to defeat the plan of Providence, to 
counteract the measures of Heaven, and as he had 
succeeded in the seduction of the representative 
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head of the human race, he entertained the infernal 
hope of prevailing also over its Restorer and Re- 
deemer. He would dive, therefore, to the bottom 
of the character of Him, for whose appearance in 
the world such mighty preparation had been made, 
aod whom a series of circumstances the most extra- 
ordinary had pointed out as the peculiar care of 
Heaven, The operation of a iniracle will one way 
or another serve to clear this up. The conversion 
of stones into bread appearing to him an impossi- 
bility, if Christ refuses to perform it, an imputa- 
tion lies against his power; if he undertake with- 
out effecting it, his divine mission is rendered 
questionable. Can he be God's beloved Son, if he 
withhold the concurrence of omnipotence in a 
situation where it is of such high importance to 
determine what he in truth is? And again, on the 
other hand, if Jesus pay any attention whatever to 
the suggestions of Satan, he cannot be the Son of 
God, for that were to betray ignorance of the per- 
son who accosts him, and of the design which he 
entertained. 

Mark still farther “ the depths of Satan.” He 
too, unhappily, knows what is in man: and he 
well knew what a stimulus it is to a mind ever so 
slightly tinctured with pride or vain-glory, when 
placed especially in eminence of station, to have 
the power and authority of that station called in 
question. The temptation has, in this view, the 
air of a challenge 10 Christ, to support his bigh 
pretensions by corresponding actions, and thus he 
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would draw him into a rash, imprudent, vain- 
glorious display of his power, without a reason 
and without an end, Miracles are intended, and 
performed, for the conversion of the incredulous, 
at least for their conviction, and to render them 
inexcusable. Unless this be in view, power ceases 
to be under the direction of wisdom. Accord- 
ingly we find that whenever haughty, determined 
unbelievers expected or demanded a sign, it was 
constantly denied them. What, has the Father 
intrusted him with his authority, to satisfy a ma- 
lignant curiosity : and shall that power be lavished 
away, in humouring the obstinate and incorrigible, 
which is designed for the instruction and confir- 
mation of such as love and seck the truth? How, 
Satan call on Christ to work a miracle? and for 
what end? that he might belicve in him? Was the 
object of his mission to restore “ angels who had 
“ left their first estate ?” IIad Christ, then, at the 
requisition of Satan, performed a miracle, he could 
have nothing in view but an ostentatious exhibition 
of the gifts committed to him, which was all that 
the tempter wanted. 

This leads to a general observation on the wis- 
dom and moderation which ever governed our 
Lord's conduct, in this respect. As he never em- 
ployed his power for the purposes of his own glory, 
because he sought only that of his heavenly Father, 
so he never exercised it to promote his own ad- 
vantage; Charity, not self-love, dictated all his 
words, all his actions. He withdraws, he retires 


Lect. XJ JESUS CHRIST. us 


when he meant to provide for his own safety ; and 
He remains upon the cross when infidelity defied 
him tocome down. An amiable view of the Son 
of God! In him all power appears enthroned, with 
wisdom standing on the right hand, and charity on 
the left ; and it is acting continually in conformity 
to their advice. How then does he escape the 
snare jaid for him by the devil with such dexterity 
and artifice? By an answer artlessly simple, but at 
the same time exactly pointed, and directly to the 
purpose. The Israelites, when pressed by famine, 
bread failing them in the wilderness, were sustained. 
for forty years by manna falling day by day from 
heaven; God substituting in place of bread, the 
common aliment of man, a celestial food, deno- 
minated in Scripture “ angels’ bread,” probably 
because it was prepared and dispensed by the 
ministration of angels. This gives occasion to 
Moses to observe, in recapitulating the conduct of 
Providence toward that people, “The Lord thy God 
* led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to 
* humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what 
“ was in thinc heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
“his commandments or no. And he humbled 
thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee 
“ with manna, which thou knewest not, neither 
* did thy fathers know, that hc might make thee 
* know that man doth not live by bread only, but 
* by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
*€ of the Lord doth man live.” 

Jesus was now in a situation exactly similar to 
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that of the Israclites, in the barren wilderness, con- 
ducted thither by the Spirit of God, following the 
destination of divine Providence; hunger presses, 
and the demon urges him to find a supply by con- 
verting stones into bread. ‘“ There is no occasion 
“ to have recourse to this, or to any other extra- 
“ ordinary, uncommanded means,” is the Saviour’s 
teply; “the unlimited power of my Father in 
“ heaven is not subjected to the necessity of sup- 
“ porting those who are following the leadings of 
‘his Spirit and Providence, by bread alone; it has 
“an infinity of other methods to supply their 
“ wants, to provide for their subsistence. Knowest 
*€ thou not what he did to the fathers in the desert, 
“ as I now am, and what the Scripture saith upon 
“the subject, ‘ Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
“ mouth of God,’ thatis, through any other me- 
*¢ dium, and by any other substance, which he shall 
« please to appoint, and to which he shall affix his 
“ blessing.” It is thus that Jesus instructs his dis- 
ciples to wield “ the sword of the spirit, which is 
“the word of God;” thus he confounds the 
tempter, and, without calling himself the Son of 
God, or proving that he was so by working a 
miracle, he satisfies himself with making the adver- 
sary feel it by the wisdom of his answer, by his 
confidence in God, and by a patient and profound 
submission to his will. 

. How mortifying is the contrast between the 
perseverance of wickedness in the worst of causes, 
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and the faintness and languor of human virtue in 
patsaing the best! We ate easily discouraged, we 
are soon weary of well-doing, but the enemy of 
our salvation is indefatigable, he goeth about con- 
tinually, he returns still to the charge. He has 
failed in his first attempt, but he is determined to 
make another. He goes on a principle but too 
strongly verified by melancholy experience, that 
every man, and in Christ.he sees nothing yet but 
aman, that every man has bis weak side, some sin 
that doth more easily beset him, some leading 
propensity that rules him at pleasure, and which 
makes interest, and reason, and conscience, and 
every thing, bend to it. Let the tempter but find 
this out, and the whole man is his own. He finds 
Jesus invulnerable on the side of sense gnd vain- 
glory; he has escaped the enare by the wise and 
seasonable application of Scripture; but may not a 
net be woven to entangle him, whose cords shall 
be drawn from Scripture itself? Here, in my ap- 
prehension, lies the force of the second temptation. 
It is of a piece with the temptation which prevailed 
over “the man of God” who exclaimed against 
the altar which Jeroboam had erected, “I am a 
* Prophet also as thou art, and an angel spake unto 
“ me by the word of the Lord,” and the tempter 
flattered fimeelf it would be as readily believed, 
and therein the deceiver deceived himself. 

“Then the devil taketh him,” says the Evan- 
gelist, “ up into the holy city, that is, Jerusalem, 
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“and sctteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,” 
probably the summit of one of the porticos, which 
terminated in a platform, and were surrounded by a 
battlement, for the pinnacle of the temple properly 
so called, was inaccessible, being finished in form 
of a dome, stuck full of sharp points gilded over 
to prevent the birds from perching upon it. Jo- 
sephus represents these porticos, especially that on 
the south, as of a height so prodigious, from the 
depth of the valley below, that no head could look 
downward without becoming giddy. It was to 
this awful eminence that Satan was permitted to 
transport from the wilderness the Son of God, and 
there to propose to him to make experiment of the 
power, truth, and faithfulness of God, saying, 
‘If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down; 
“ for it is written, [Ie shall give his angels charge 
* concerning thee; and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy 
« foot against a stone.” The proposal was wild and 
extravagant in the extreme: but not less artful than 
extravagant. The import of it is plainly this, if 
Jesus Christ be the Son of God, must he not 
repose confidence in the promises which He has 
made, and rest assured of his constant care and 
protection? If he does not, it must be from a 
secret distrust of his power and goodness, from a 
disbelief of Scripture promises, which were in 
effect to renounce his character as the Son of God. 
The design of the tempter is apparent: he means 
to destroy, if he can, the object of his fear and 
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envy. Persuaded that a fall from such a height 
must prove fatal, and feeling his power limited to 
art and insinuation, he tries to inspire a presump- 
tuous confidence in Jeaven, and thus to bring to an 
open test what he really was, the beloved of God, 
concerning whom he had given his angels charge, 
and thereby terminate his own hopes, or ruin @ 
rash and fallible man, like every other whom he 
had so successfully tried, and thus complete his 
triumph over frail humanity. 

How plausible! No miracle is so likely to make 
an impression in his favonr on the multitude 
below; and what security is equal to the promise 
of that God who cannot lie? Who can sufficiently 
admire the calmness and wisdom with which the 
insinuation is repelled? the prontise is admitted, 
the security which it bestows is acknowledged, 
and the authority of Scripture is established. But 
Scripture is not inconsistent with itsclf, otherwise 
it were not the word of God; spiritual things 
must therefore be compared with spiritual, and it is 
written, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
“God.” A man is said to tempt God, when he 
calls for extraordinary and unnecessary proofs of 
his providential care, through ditfidence, or to 
satisfy curiosity. 

Thus Israel is said to have sempted the Lord, 
when pressed by the want of water in Rephidim; 
the supply was granted, but the place was marked 
by a name which expressed displeasure: “he called 
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* the name of the place Meribah, strife, because of 
“ the chiding of the children of Israel, and betause 
“they tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord 
“ among us, or not?” The same offence was again 
committed in the wilderness of Sin, under the 
pressure of hunger: “‘ Can God furnish a table in 
“ the wilderness? can he give bread also? can he 
provide flesh for his people?” The miracle of 
relief was again interposed. ‘ He commanded the 
clouds from above, and opened the doors of 
“ heaven—he rained down manna upon them to 
* eat, and gave them of the corn of heaven. Man 
* did eat angels’ food. He rained flesh also upon 
“them as dust, and feathered fowls as the sand of 
“the sea.” But it is dangerous to put the good- 
ness and power of God to trial, and by impatience 
and importunity to extort the indulgence of a 
man’s “own desire.” God often withholds in 
love, and grants from just disapprobation. “They 
“were not estranged from their lusts: but while 
“ their meat was yet in their mouths, the wrath of 
“© God came upon them.”—And for all this they 
sinned still. 

We have another noted instance of a man’s 
tempting his Maker, in the case of Gideon, the son 
of Joash the Abi-ezrite. He had been called from 
the threshing-floor to fight the battles of his country; 
“ the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this 
“thy might, and thou shalt seve Israel from the 
‘hand of the Midianites; have not I sent thee?” 
Gideon hesitates, argues, excuses himself. “ And 
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“ the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with 
“thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one 
“man.” This does not yet overcome his diffidence; 
he must have a sign to cure his unbelief. “ And 
he said unto him, If now I have found grace in 
* thy sight, then show me a sign, that thou talkest 
“with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until 
«I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, 
“ and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry 
“until thou come again.” The sign is granted. 
‘The offering is presented upon the rock; “ then the 
*¢ angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff 
“ that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and 
“ the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out 
“ of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the un- 
“leavened cakes, Then the angel of the Lord 
«departed out of his sight.” Gideon perceives 
that he has presumed too far, and begins to tremble 
for his life, but is instantly relieved from that 
terror: * And the Lord said unto him, Peace be 
“unto thee, fear not, thou shalt not die.” Who 
would not have deemed this proof satisfactory? Is 
not incredulity now completely disarmed? The 
champion of Israel must have sign upon sign. 
* And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save 
“ Tsrael by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold I 
“ will put a fleece of wool in the fioor; end if the 
*« dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon 
“ all the easth beside, then shall { know that thou 
« wilt save Israel by mine band, ss thou bast said. 
% And it was so: for he rose up early on the 
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to remark the lovely mixture of wisdom and inno- 
rence; here we have an equally interesting union 
of wisdom and zeal: of wisdom, in wielding “ the 
“ sword of the epirit, which is the word of God ;” 
of zeal, in repressing with holy indignation the in- 
solent assumption of the empire of the world, and 
the no Jess insolent demand of the homage and 
worship which are due to Deity alone. There is 
a point beyond which patience ceases to he a 
virtue, and degenerates into weakness. It is par- 
ticularly so, when the name, the day, the house, 
the word, the worship of the great Jehovah are im- 
piously invaded and profaned. The cloven foot is 
then so apparently uncovered, that nothing is left 
but an instantaneous and abhorrent dissent, “ Get 
“ thee hence, Satan.” Thus when “ the prince of 
“ this world” came, he found nothing in Christ; 
no week part, no unguarded moment, no subjec- 
tion to the frailties of that nature which he had as- 
sumed. The demon hears his own name, Satan, 
the adversary, pronounced by the lips of truth, and 
feels himself detected : 


Abash’d the devil stood, 
And felt how awfal goodnegs iz, and saw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely: saw, and pin’d 
Bis loss, 
Panay. Lost, IV. sté. 


Thus our Lord's public ministry commenced in 
unperalleled trials, Thus “the Captein of our 
« Salvation” began his glorious career, and was at 
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length made “ perfect through suffering.” But 
thele things were spoken, and done, and suffered 
for our sakes. ‘ Christ suffered for us, leaving us 
“an example that we should follow his steps.” 
—‘ Forasmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
“ flesh, arm yourselves likewise with thesame mind.” 
—* Beloved, think it not strange concerning the 
“ fiery trial which is try you, as though some strange 
“ thing happened unto you: but rejoice in as much 
“as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, 
* when his glory shalt be revealed, ye may be glad 
* also with exceeding joy.” Draw your supplies, 
in * the evil day,” from the same sacred treasury. 
* Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
* might. Put on the whole armour of God, that 
* ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
* devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
* but against principalities, against powers, against 
“ the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
“ spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore, 
“ take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
“may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
* having done all to stand, Stand, therefore, having 
“ your loins girt about with truth, and having on 
‘the breast-plate of righteousness ; and your fect 
*¢ shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
« above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
“ ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
“the wieked. And take the helmet of salvation, 
* and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
* God: praying always with all prayer and suppli- 
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* te the charge of God's elect? It is God that jus- 
* tifleth; who is he that eondemneth ? It is Christ 
“that died, yea rather that is risen again, who is 
* even at the right hand of God, who also msketh 
“ intercession for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
“ or sword? Nay, in all these things we are more 
“ than conquerors, through him that loved us, For 
“Tam persuaded, that neither death nor life, nor 
“ angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
« present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
“ nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
“ us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord,” 
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LECTURE XI. 


LURE IV. 13—32. 


And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed 
from him for a season. And Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee sand there went out # fame of him 
through all the region round about, And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified of all. And he came to Naza- 
reth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom 
was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath-day, and 
stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him 
the book of the prophet Esaias: and, when he had opened the 
book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me toprench 
the Gospel to the poor: he hath sent md to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised; to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, 
And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began 
to say unto them, ‘This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
ears. And all bare him witness, and wondered at the grar 
cious words which proceeded oyt of his mouth. And they 
said, Is not this Joseph’s son? And he said unto them, Ye 
will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself; 
whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here 
in thy country. And he seid, Verily, Isay unto you, no 
prophet is accepted in hia own country. But I tell you of 
atruth, many widows were in Israel in the dayeof Elias,’ 
‘when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
‘when grest famine was throughout all the land; but uato 
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none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers 
were in Isreel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none 
of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And all 
they in the synanogue, when they heard these things, were 
filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust him out of the 
city, and led him unto the brow of the hill, whereon their 
city was built, that they might cast him down headlong, But 
he, passing through the midst of them, went his way, and 
come down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught 
them on the sabbath-days, And they were astonished at his 
doctrine; for bis word was with power. 


"WHEN the Son of God came for the salvation of 
a lost world, “ verily he took not on him the nature 
“ of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abra- 
“ham;” he assuined not royal state, but ‘ the 
“ form of @ servant; ” his progress was marked, not 
hy the blood of those who opposed themselves, but 
by the benefits which he conferred on the evil and 
unthankful. Subject himsclf to the sinless infirmities 
of human nature, he was experimentally taught to 
sympathize with the weak; “in that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour 
“ them that are tempted.” 

The wilderness exhibited a wonderful display of 
the divine nature united to humanity, of the bumi- 
liation of the “ man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief,” and of the majesty of the mighty God, 
who has all creatures at his disposal, and under his 

‘control. The man “ was an hungered,” and ex- 
posed to temptation, and arbitrarily disposed of by 
an insolent foe: He was humbled to the hearing of 
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blasphemous suggestions, and the bearing of erucl 
and unmerited insults. The Divinity miraculously 
sustained the infirmity of nature, quenched the fiery 
darts of the devil, put Satan to flight, received the 
homage and service of angels. In all he presented 
an object of admiration and love, and in every display 
of human excellence, he exhibited 2 pattern for 
imitation. 

Jesus had now attained his thirtieth year. The 
Spirit of God and of glory rested on him; and a 
voice from heaven had declared his generation, In 
the solemnity and solitude of a forty days’ retire- 
ment from all human converse, the order of his 
future procedure is settled, according to the plan of 
the Eternal Mind, Behold him then, in the power 
of the Spirit, in the greatness of his strength, in 
the travail of his soul, returning from the desert 
into Galilee, to enter on his arduous and important 
undertaking. The public attention was fixed, and 
expectation excited by the singular circumstances 
attending his birth and baptism. Tle discerning 
eye of the Baptist saw in him “ the great prophet 
“© who should come into the world,” and with the 
finger he pointed him out as “ the Lamb of God 
“which taketh away the sin of the world.” His 
sudden disappearance after his baptism, and after 
the testimony then borne to him from above, must 
have been an occasion of some wonder, and a subject 
of much conversation ; for on his return, at the end 
of the forty days, we find his fame already spread 
abroad, and a general disposition to receive and 
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to hear him manifested. And where does he begin 
his great career, and what character does he assume, 
and what arms does he employ? At Rome, the seat 
of empire, in the triumphant state of a conqueror, 
with his sword died in the bloodof his enemies. 
No, in Galilee, the proverbially reproachful resi- 
dence of almost his whole Jife, in the humble cha- 
racter of a teacher of religion, and employing only 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
In this we behold him teaching us a generous supe- 
viority to the little invidious distinctions of country 
and kindred, a noble contempt of the glory of this 
world, an ardent zeal for the glory of God, a bene- 
volent concern for the happiness of men, and a just 
discernment of the means best adapted to the attain- 
ment of these ends, 

What a silent instructor had his childhood and 
youth been, of subjection to parental authority, of 
contentment with a poor and mean condition, of 
holiness in all manner of conversation? Wheat an 
interesting object was presented to the eye in a form 
so fair, animated by a mind so pure and exalted! 
With what delight must the ear have hung upon 
those lips which wisdom inspired, and into which 
grace was poured! How commanding, bow attract- 
ive that goodness which was incessantly siming at 
communicating good to others! Is it any wonder 
that when He became the public and active instruc- 
tor of his countrymen, he should be “ glorified of 
“ai” It was probably about this period, that 
“ the beginning of his miracles” he performed at 
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Cana of Galilee, “and manifested forth his gtory,” 
by turning water into wine, at the marriage solemnity 
of one of his relations or friends. By this he approv+ 
éd himself the affectionate, condescending brother 
of mankind, and, at the same time, the great Lord 
of nature, to whom all eleinents are subject; and 
whereby he reproves the unbending pride of affected 
wisdom, the uncomplying preciseness which refuses 
to partake of the harmless intercourse and enjoy- 
ments of human life, and the coldness and indiffere 
ence with which selfishness endeavours to stifle the 
voice of blood, of friendship, and of natural affection. 
How greatly must his public ministrations have 
been enhanced and endeared by the meckness and 
gentleness of his private deportment! What force 
must divine truth, delivered in the synagogue, have 
derived from the utterance of that tongue which in 
domestic and social communication was governed by 
“¢ the law of kiridness !” 

In the mere human teacher, the professional ap- 
pearance must frequently be at variance with the 
personal; a heart torn with a thousand anxieties 
must try to conceal its bitterness under a serene 
forehead, and calmness of specch ; and the unhappy 
man may be administering to others that consolation 
to which he himself is a stranger, or, what is infi- 
nitely worse, may be called by public duty to declare 
that trath which is his secret reproach and condem- 
nation. But O how delightful the entertainment, 
when the hand which dispenses to others can with 
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holy confidence take its own appropriated share ! How 
Gignified is the character which, .ia the closet, in 
the parlour, in the market-place, in the synagogue, 
in the pulpit, presents but one and the same person, 
the servant of God, the friend of man; the respect- 
able and amiable member of society, the kind rela- 
lion, the agreeable neighbour, the gentle master, 
the patriotic citizen, the faithful pastor! What a 
inodel, in all these respects, is, presented to the 
Christian minister, in the person, the character and 
the conduct of his divinc Master! What must have 
been the ineffable charm of that divine eloquence 
which captivated every ear, every heart; which 
commanded universal admiration and applause ; and 
which alas, such is the enmity of the carnal mind, 
80 soon roused the vilest and worstof human passions 
in the breast of his neighbours and acquaintance, 
envy, and jealousy, and malice, and hatred! O 
how pleasant it is to accompany, in thought, the 
blessed Jesus from house to house ; from devotional 
retirement, to uscful and necessary employment; 
from honourable employment, to social endear- 
ment; from the pure and innocent delights of vir- 
tuous friendship, to the solemn and sublime exercises 
of public worship, and to observe in all the changing 
scenes, the same lovely simplicity, the same unassum- 
ing dignity, thesameunvarying charity andgood-will! 

But the Evangelist leads us from general to par- 
ticular ideas; and gives vivacity and effect to our 
meditations, by bringing them to one point of time, 
of place, andof expression. Behold him then at 
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Nazareth, where he had been brought up, in the synd- 
gogue, on the sabbath day, according to his usual 
custom, standing up to read, unfolding the prophe- 
ey, the prophecy of Isaiah, a remarkable prediction, 
and himself the subject of it; then closing the book, 
delivering it again to the minister, sitting down to 
explait and apply what he had read ; and how plea- 
sant it is to mark the emotion which cvery word, 
every action, produced in an astonished and delighted 
audience ! Every one of these circumstances seem to 
merit a few moments’ meditation. 

He came to Nazareth. Having visited other parts 
of Galilee, and taught in their synagogues, and re- 
ceived the cheerful homage which heartfelt gratitade 
pays to real worth; having performed the duties of 
a benevolent neighbour and kind relation at Cana, 
rejoicing with them that rejoiced, and putting re- 
spect on the ordinance of God, the idea of home sug- 
gests itself, the kind affections become concentrated, 
the calls of nature are felt and obeyed. At Nazareth 
his mother dwelt ; he was well aware of her mater- 
nal tenderness and solicitude ; his forty days’ absence 
about his “ Father's business” must have filled her 
with pain inexpressible; her soul was about to be 
pierced through with many a sword, whose keen 
point could not be averted; but filial affection wilt 
not suffer her to feel the stroke before the time ; and 
what nioments of ecstasy toa mother those must have 
been which passed at Nazareth, in the house, and in 
the synagogue, during this blessed interval! And 
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what delight must it have been to that Son to minis- 
ter to the consolation of his mother! 

He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up. The scenes in which early life was passed are 
painted in lively colours on the imagination. Me- 
mory frequently recalls, and the heart fondly che- 
rishes them. They are blended with the ideas of 
gaiety, and want of care, and innocence. I think 
with rapture on the tree from which my childish 
hand plucked the golden fruit; on the cooling stream 
which refreshed the tongue, parched with juvenile 
exercise; on the flower-enamelled turf whereon I 
cast my weary limbs; on the ascent to the house of 
God slong which my yet unconfirmed footsteps ac- 
companied my venerable grandsire at the hour of 
prayer; the note of the summoning bell is even now 
in mine ears. The fecling is natural ; it is harmless; 
perhaps it may be virtuous. And is it a degradation 
of our subject to say that we see in the history be- 
fore us, the ingenuous, generous Nazarene, think- 
ing with complacency on the ‘particular spots con- 
secrated by the recollections of early piety, of friend- 
ship, and of enjoyment; thinking with affection, 
such as only the Son of God could feel, on the as- 
sociates of tender years; on the relations which the 
hand of nature, on those which the wisdom of Pro- 
vidence had formed; striving in the maturity of 
thirty, to communicate to grown men that wisdom 
and happinéss, which the unsuspecting, unenvious 
generosity of twelve delights to convey to its equal. 
The Saviour of the world is here held up in the ho 
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nourable, engaging, and attractive character of a 
liberal and generous townsman; rejoicing in the ex- 
ertion of his ripened talents, his improved powers, 
his enlarged abilities, for the information, improve- 
ment, and comfort of the friends of his youth. 

Attend to the place which he chose for this pur- 
pose—the place of public assembly, devoted to the 
service of God, to the conveyance of useful know- 
ledge, and to the devout association of kindred 
spirits, the synagogue. There is indeed no real dif- 
ference of place, in respect of sanctity. Wherever 
God is worshipped “ in spirit and in truth,” there 
is holy ground. But man, swallowed up as he is 
of sense, must have the devout affections raised by an 
appeal to the lower faculties of his nature; and the 
form and situation of the spot where he worships 
must be called in to assist the mind, to promote the 
love of his fellow worshippers, to give energy to 
kind affections, and to elevate the soul to the Crea- 
tor, on the wings of love to the creature, whom he 
has formed after his own image. To thee, blessed 
Jesus! the city and the wilderness, the mountain 
and the sea-shore, the temple and the upper cham- 
ber, were one and the same thing; but it pleased 
thee to be a pattern of “ decency and order,” to ex- 
emplify submission to the ordinance of God, to walk 
before thy kindred and acquaintance, in “ things 
« which are lovely and of good report.” 

The service of the synagogue was not at that time 
perfectly pure; many corruptions both m doctrine 
and practice hed been introduced, but still God 
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was worshipped there, and Scripture still flowed 
pure and uncontaminated ; and he will not seem to 
pour contempt on what savqured of human imper- 
fection, lest that which was genuine and divine 
should fall into disrepute. A virtuous state of Society, 
and a pure Church, are highly desirable; but in 
order to enjoy such a happy order of things, a man 
* ynust needs go out of the world.” All that wisdom 
and piety united can achieve, is gradually and tempe- 
rately to ameliorate the public morals, and to rectify 
disorders which may have crept iuto the Church. 
No vigilance uor sagacity cau prevent the enemy 
from sowing tarcs among the wheat; but though 
they may be ever so distinguishable, they are not 
rudely and prematurely to be rooted up, “ lest, 
“ while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the 
“wheat with them.” They “ must both grow 
* together until the harvest.”. The holy Jesus de- 
rived no taint fiom a disorderly synagogue, and a 
profaned temple; but he restored the order of the 
synagoguc, and the sanctity of the temple. He 
could cuatract no impurity-by sitting down to 
meat with publicans and sinners; and learn no hy- 
pocrisy by communication with Pharisees; but by 
the wisdom and purity of his conversation publicans 
and sinners were reproved, instructed, and reformed, 
and hypocrisy stuod detected. There is a meav, 
dishonourable, and criminal “ becoming all things to 
“all men,” for the sordid purposes of self-interest, 
or the gratification of a vain-glorious spirit; but 
there is liken isc an honourable, manly, and praisa- 
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worthy accommodation to the wants and wishes of 
our fellow-creatures, which disinterestedly aims at 
their good. This lesson “ Paul, the servant of 
Jesus Christ,” and the most independent in spirit 
of all mankind, had been taught in the school of his 
divine master. ‘* For though,” says he, * I be free 
“ from all men, yet have I made myself servant 
“ unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto 
“the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
“the Jews; to them that are under the law, as 
“ under law, that I might gain them that are under 
“ the law ; to them that are without law as without 
“ Jaw, (being not without law to God, but under 
« the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are 
“ without law. To the weak became I as weak, that 
“© I might gain the weak: I am made all things to 
“all men, that I might by all means save some. 
* And this I do for the Gospel’s sake, that I might 
“ be partaker thereof with you.” 

Time permits not at present to proceed on the 
consideration of the other particular circumstances 
attending this sacred Lecture of the great Teacher ; 
such as the time when it was delivered—the sab- 
bath-day ; the uniformity and constancy of the 
practice, as his custom was ; the attitude and exer- 
cise, he stood up for to read ; the subject, a predic- 
tion concerning himself from the book of the prophet 
Esaias ; his commentary upon it, this day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your ears ; and finally, the 
effect produced on his audience, the eyes of all them 
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him ; 
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and all bare him witness, and wondered at the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his mouth. 
These particulars, therefore, will constitute the sub- 
ject of our next exercise of this kind. We conclude 
the present with a few practical reflections. 

1. Meditate on the venerability of the sabbath, 
the day of sacred rest. It is the ordinance of God 
himself, who is represented in Scripture, not only 
as the Author of the institution, but as setting the 
example of its devout observance. “ On the seventh 
* day God ended his work which he had made: 
* and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
«« which he had made.” He made it a season of so. 
Jemn contemplation; ‘* God saw every thing that 
‘he had made, and behold it was very good.” He 
pronounced a benediction upon it, and set it apart 
to holy purposes: ‘ And God blessed the seventh 
* dey, and sanctified it: because that in it he had 
*¢ rested from all his work which God created and 
¢ made.” It is one of the natural measurements of 
time, though modern infidelity has made an attempt 
to efface it. It wears a benevolent and merciful 
aspect toward man and beast. It is intimately and 
indissolubly connected with religion. The violation 
of the sabbath was considered, under the Mosaic 
dispensation, as a flagrant contempt of the divine 
authority, and subjected the offender to the punish- 
ment of death. To the regular and spiritual obser- 
vance of it, on the other hand, were annexed many 
and gracious promises. I quote only the following; 
 Ifthou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from 
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“ doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the 
* sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
“able; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
“ ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speak- 
“ ing thine own words: then shalt thou delight thy- 
* self in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride upon 
“ the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 
“ heritage of Jacob thy father; for the mouth of the 
*¢ Lord hath spoken it.” ‘Fhe substitution of the first, 
in place of the seventh day of the week, under the 
evangelical dispensation, binds more closely, not re- 
laxes the obligation ; and the honour which God has 
been pleased to put upon it is a sufficient recommen 
dation, independent of the authority of human laws. 
As, on the contrary, the character of the persons 
who live in the open and habitual neclect or profa- 
nation of it, is the reverse of a recommendation to 
every man of sense, decency, and virtuc. But, 

2. Take care not to sink the spirit in the letter of 
the ordinance. It is a day of rest, but idleness and 
rest are very different things. The mental compo- 
sure and repose of the man infinitely transcend the 
listless inaction of the brute. The body of the 
man indeed rests from the painful toil of the week, 
and his mind from its perplexing cares. But this is 
perfectly consistent with vigorous bodily exertion, 
and with intenseness of mental application. The 
feet, the hands, the eye, the tongue, may all be ac- 
tively employed in rendering unto God a “ reason- 
* able service.” The superior powers of the soul 
may be in an ascending motion, up to “ the Father 
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« of lights ;” and ina progressive motion, toward the 
© rest which remaineth to the people of God.” The 
lips of the wise and good may be devoted to the 
diffusion of useful knowledge, and the ear of the 
willing and obedient may drink in the doctrines of 
trath, and the obligations of duty. This mutual in- 
terchange of kind offices will produce an interchange 
of kind affections. Good-will among men will be 
preserved and promoted. The bands of Nature 
will be strengthened by those of religion. To wor- 
ship in one temple will become a bond of union 
among brethren, and will extinguish the coal of 
animosity ; and thus “ godliness will be found pro- 
“ fitable unto all things,” and will exert a happy 
influence over “ the lite which now is,” while it 
embraces the promise of that which is to come.” 

3, Conformity in things of inferior, or of no mo- 
ment, is a duty which we owe both to ourselves, and 
to others: to ourselves, because it is the mark of a 
gracious and condescending character; to others, 
because every man has a title to deference and re- 
spect, in matters where another man’s conscience is 
not concerned. Sourness and incompliance are no 
part of the Spirit of Christ. Nevertheless many who 
bear that name discover a tenaciousness of trifles, a 
bigotry to self-opinion, inconsistent not only with 
the Christian temper, but with good sense and good 
manners. This moroseness of disposition levels all 
distinctions, and affixes the same idea of criminality 
to an enormous offenee and adherence te a harmless 
form or ceremony. With a men of this description, 
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“ He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man: he 
‘that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off 3 dog's 
“ neck; be that offereth an oblation, as if he offer- 
* ed swine’s blood; he that burneth incense, as if 
* he blessed an idol.” Difference of opinion among 
men is part of the plan of a wise Providence. It 
affords exercise to the human faculties; it expands 
a field for the display of mutual forbearance; it is 
astriking manifestation of the variety of the works 
of God. He who will yield no point, however in- 
significant, has no reason to expect that his punctilio 
should be regarded. Were the whole world of this 
ungainly, untractable, uncomplying nature, society 
would present a perpetual and universal strife of 
contradictory feelings, humours, and interests, The 
rule of the Gospel is in this case, as in every other, 
absolute: ‘All things whatsoever ye would that 
* men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 
“ for this is the law and the prophets.” Indeed the 
“ great Prophet carries the spirit of his religion 
much farther: “I say unto you, that ye resist not 
“ evil; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy cheeks 
* turn to him the other also. And if any man will 
* gue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him 
*¢ have thy cloak algo. And whosoever shall compel 
« thee'to gaa mile, go with him twain. Give tohim 
« that asketh thee ; and from him that would bor- 
* row of thee turn not thou away.” 

4. Watch and seize every promising opportunity 
of doing good; and such occur every day that we 
live. Have we not the poor always with us? Might 
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not the crumbs which fall from that table be given 
to feed many starving mouths? Do we not live in 
contact with ignorance and vice, with misery and 
disease ? And is it in our power to grant no relief, 
not so much as “ a cupofcold water?” It is truly 
humbling to reflect how means and occasions of be- 
ing useful to the bodies and to the souls of sien, and 
of promoting our own highest interests, have been 
carelessly neglected, or deliberately abused. Judg- 
ment to come, however, sets the matter in a very se- 
rious light: “I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
“ no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 
* ¥ was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, 
* and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and 
* ye visited me not.” “ Verily I say unto you, in as 
* much as ye did it not to one of the least of these 
* ye did it not to me.” 

But this direction too must be accompanied with 
acaution. “ Let not your good be evil spoken of.” 
« Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
“ cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample 
“them under their feet, and turn again and rend 
you.” There is an officiousness of perhaps well- 
meaning goodness, which sometimes disdains to 
weigh the circumstances of times, places, and persons: 
which will introduce certain topics out of, as well 
as in season, to the grief of the more prudently 
serious, the disgust of the lokewarm, and the;mirth 
of the profane. “A word spoken in due season, 
how good is it?” “A word fitly spoken is like 
“ apples of gold in pictures of silver. As an ear-ring 
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* of gold and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise 
“ reprover upon an obedient ear.” Finally, 

5. Bring forth “things new and old,” from the 
inexhaustible stores of Scripture. From this sacred 
repository our blessed Lord derived arguments to 
silence and confound the adversary, and a subject 
of instruction for the men of Nazareth. From the 
same precious treasury, from those “ wells of salva- 
“tion,” the faithful of every age have drawn the 
waters of consolation, to support and refresh them 
under every pressure of distress, to counteract the 
bitterness of death, and to enjoy a foretaste of the 
* pure river of water of life, proceeding out of the 
“ throne of God, and of the Lamb.” “ Jesus an- 
* swered and said,” to the woman of Samaria, at 
Jacob’s well, * Whosoever drinketh of this water 
* shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the 
«¢ water that I shall give him shall never thirst ; but 
“ the water that I shall give him shall be in him 
‘a well of water springing up into everlasting life ;” 
and “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
* and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
* rection, for instruction in righteousness ; that the 
‘* man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
“ unto all good works.” Therefore, “ search the Scrip- 
« tures;” as Christ hath commanded, “ for in them ye 
« think ye have eternal life : and they are they which 
** testify of me.” Ye ‘‘ have Moses and the prophets ;”» 
ye have Christ and his apostles ; hear them. If men 
reject their testimony, “ neither will they be per- 
“‘suaded, though one rose from the dead.” 
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And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and, 
as his custom was, he went iuto the synagogue on the sab- 
bath-day, and stood up for to read, And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias: and, when he 
had opened the book, he found the place where it was writ- 
ten, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and gave it 
‘egain to the minister, and sat down. And the cyes of all 
them that were in the synagogue were fastencd on him. 
And he began to say unto them, This day is this scriptare 
fulfilled in your ears, And alt bare him witness, and won- 
dered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth, 


Wer read, in the history of the patriarchal ages, 
of an illustrious personage who exercised at once 
the functions of a priest aud of a sovereign; Mel- 
chizedec, “ King of Salem, and priest of the Most 
High God.” He whom this venerable person thus 
early represented to the world, united to these two 
characters a third, -less splendid indeed, but not 
less important, that of a teacher and instructor of 
mankind; and thus He became all that « guilty, 
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enslaved, ignorant world stood in need of. In the 
blessed Jesus, O wretched man, thou beholdest the 
great High Priest of thy profession, who hath by 
one offering, one victim, one blood, procured the 
remission of all thy offences; the Prince of the 
kings of the earth, who bas broken asunder the 
bands of thy yoke, and inserted thee into the 
* glorious liberty of the sons of God;” and the 
great, the unerring Teacher sent from God, who 
spake as never man spake, whose lessons make men 
wise unto salvation. 

As the Sovercign and Lord of nature we have 
seen him exercising dominion over the powers of 
the worlds visible and invisible, putting Satan to 
flight by a word, receiving the homage and mini- 
strations of angels. As an igh Priest “ after the 
“order of Melchizedce,” we shall in the progress 
of this history behold him offering himself, once 
for all, “ a sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour unto 
“God.” We are this evening to sit at his feet, and 
to listen to him in his humbler and more familiar 
character of the meek, patient, and condescending 
instructor of the weak, the ignorant, and the pre- 
judiced. And, O may the gracious words which 
proceed from his mouth not only excite our wonder, 
but penetrate and melt our hearts, kindle our re- 
pentings together, and put all that remains of our 
existence under the dominion of love. 

His first labours of affection were bestowed upon 
his kindred and acquaintance, they were consecrated 
to the imprevement of the companions and friends 
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of early life. He had hitherto taught them by 
example, he now teaches them out of the written 
word. Had he been covetous of fame or of honour, 
he would surely have chosen another theatre on 
which to display his superior powers, for he well 
knew that no prophet is accepted in his own country. 
He well knew that cminent excellency excites envy, 
that envy produces malignity, and that malice 
prompts to evil speaking. But regard to hisown 
interest and case is lost in compassion to others, 
and the love of reputation with men reverently bends 
to zeal for the glory of God. Every circumstance of 
the scene before us is interesting and instructive. 
We have in the preceding Lecture adverted to 
those of place; it was “in Galilee at Nazareth 
“ where He had been brought up,” and “in the 
* synagogue.” Attend now to the season ; it was on 
the sabbath-day. As to the pure all places, so all 
times are pure, yet to nan, weak and imperfect as 
he is, distinction of both time and place is important 
and necessary. Show me a man who is habitually 
and uniformly that in the world, which decency 
obliges him to appear to be in the house of God, 
and I shall not presume to condemn him, though 
he frequent not the temple; although such an oneis 
of all others the least likely to desert it. Show me 
the man whose every day is a day of order, of piety, 
of merey, and of good works, and such an one 
shall, for me, spend the seventh day in what man- 
ner he will; though such an one is of all others the 
most likely to put respect on the ordinance of God, 
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Who of ail those, who are born of a woman, stood 
least in need of the influence and assistance of sacred 
edifices and seasons? He whose conversation was 
continually in heaven, whose “ mest and drink it 
‘* was to do the will of his heavenly Father,” who 
never lost sight, for a moment, of the great end of his 
mission. And who was so regular in his attendance 
on the exercises of religious worship; who was so 
exact in the observance of vvery institution that was 
stamped with marks of divine authority ? 

The sabbath is an ordinance of mercy, designed 
‘by Him who “ preserveth man and beast,” to be an 
interruption of painful toil, a restorer of exhausted 
nature, a season of repose; but, in perfect consis- 
tency with this, it isa season of mental exertion, 
of beneficence; of devout contemplation, of virtuous, 
social intercourse. But the observance of the sab- 
bath had, when our Saviour came into the world, 
degenerated into 2 narrow and grovelling supersti- 
tion, which separated from it every idea of mercy 
and good-will to men, and the spirit was sunk in 
the letter. It therefore became this great Teacher, 
to restore the institution to its primitive design and 
use, and to guard mankind equally against the 
extremes of superstition, on the one hand, and of 
profanity on the other: and this he does with s 
wisdom, a delicacy, and a dignity peculiar to him- 
self. Who can think slightly of what he treated 
with respect? Who dares to violate what he observed 
as © the holy of the Lord and honourable?” And 
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who egain can think he is doing honour to God by 
expressing indifference, unkindness, and want of 
sympathy to men? He who attended the synagogue, 
who read and expounded the Scriptures on the sab- 
bath; on the sabbath also restored the withered 
hand, defended his disciples from the charge of pro- 
fanation ; displayed the character of the sovereign 
Lord of the sabbath, as preferring mercy to sacrifice, 
and as having instituted “ the sabbath for man, and 
* not man for the sabbath.” 

Observe farther, the Evangelist takes care to 
inform us that Christ’s attendance on the services of 
the synegogue and the sabbath was not merely 
accidental or occasional, but habitual and stated: 
as his custom was. What we do according to no 
fixed rule, we do feebly and confusedly. What we 
do seldom we do with reluctance and dislike; and. 
from dislike the natural transition is to total omission. 
On the contrary, what is subjected to rule is done 
accurately and cfficiently; what we do habitually, 
we do with ease and delight; for custom, says the 
proverb, and with much truth, is a second nature. 
"Fhe Saviour of the world, accordingly, vouchsafed 
to become an example here also, as of every thing 
else that is wise and good; He was a pattern of 
regular, orderly conduct; from his childhood, and 
upward, He was a silent instructor of the successive 
stages of rising existence, in docility, in contentment, 
in submission, in regularity. 

Let no one tell me that it is useless to habituate 
children betimes to the forms of devotion; to.the 


Leer, X11,} JESUS CHRIST. iid 


observance of institutions whose meaning and inten- 
tion they do not fully comprehend; to restraints 
which to them appear harsh and unreasonable. It 
is a great thing, indced itis every thing, to be under 
the government of innocent or praise-worthy cus- 
toms ; to be inured to the laws of order; to be pre- 
pared for thinking for themselves, and for having’ 
their sentiments heard and attended to, by learning 
to pay respect to the understanding, to the opinions, 
and to the experience of others. Think with what 
holy indignation He, whose name we bear, would 
have listened to a proposal to violate his custom, 
and to make the hour of the devotions of the 
synagogue, the hour of walking into the corn 
fields! . 

The historian is here singularly minute, and gives 
wonderful vivacity to his representation, by going 
into a detail of particulars. Among these, we must 
advert to his posture and attitude, when employed 
in reading to the people the word of God. He stood 
up for to read, Nature seems to point this out as 
an attitude of reverence and respect. Since the days 
of Abraham, who stood up and bowed himself before 
the people of the land wherein he dwelt, the wise, 
the benevolent, and the courteous have employed it 
as an expression of regard to superior sanctity, power, . 
majesty, or multitude. Posture is, in itself, still 
more indifferent thantime or place; but nothing 
js indifferent in the eyes of true wisdom by which 
the interests of either human virtue or felicicy can be 
affected. ‘Truth is the same whether delivered in an 
‘ N2 
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erect or arecumbent posture. But in matters of this 
sort, What says common practice? Will my com- 
pliance conciliate affection, procure attention, give 
force to what is said? Then I will cheerfully con- 
form. Will my singularity give offence, will it 
awaken prejudice, will it injure the cause which I 
mean to promote? Then I will not affect singu- 
larity ; I will not be uncomplying nor unkind; and 
I will dissent only where conscience is concerned, 
and where compliance would be criminal. 

How melancholy it is to reflect, on the talents 
which have becn perverted, on the time which has 
been wasted, but that is comparatively nothing, on 
the angry spirits which have been excited, on the 
oceans of blood which have been spilt, in deter- 
mining whether standing, sitting, or kneeling, 
whether this or the other unessential cireymstance, 
were most adapted to the nature of things, or most 
conformable to the will, or conducive to the glory 
of the Creator. In this too, therefore, I consider 
the example of Christ as intelligible, decided, and 
instructive. 

He “stood up to read.” Happily for the world 
its information and instruction in matters of ever- 
lasting moment were not intrusted to the uncer- 
tainty, the changeableness, and the corruptibility of 
oral tradition. He who bestowed on man the gift 
of speech, for the mutual communication of thought, 
gave likewise the pattern of permanent speech, by 
means of writing; by which thought is transmitted 
from region to region, from generation to genera- 
tion, unsophisticated, unimpaired. Hence the events 
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which Moses recorded, and which Isaiah predicted, 
the precepts of the Law and the promises of the 
Gospel, descend from age to age in equal purity, 
weight, and measute: and the son sees, reads, and 
apprehends the self-same truth which was the light 
and joy of his progenitors. And what must it have 
becn to hear thesublime and pathetic strains of Isaiah 
pronounced by the tongue of Him who formed the 
ear for the perception ‘of melodious sounds, the 
mouth to utter them, and the heart to receive the 
impression of sacred and interesting trath! We may 
judge of it from the mute attention with which he 
was heard, and from the wonder expressed, after 
he had finished, “ at the gracious words which pro- 
“ ceeded out of his mouth.” 

It would appear that it was not only “ his custom” 
to attend the synagogue, but to perform the office 
of public reader to the assembly. For the proper 
minister delivers to Him, as to the acknowledged 
conductor of this part of the service, that portion of 
the Sacred Code which either order prescribed, or 
which his selection called for, or to which Provi- 
dence specially directed; and he received it from 
Him again to be deposited in its place. And whe- 
ther indeed did Providence, independent of human 
design or foresight, ‘by a special interposition unfold 
the particular passage from ancient prophecy; or 
did his own choice select it as peculiarly applicable 
to the occasion? In either case, what portion of the 
Old Testament Scriptures is more ‘emphatically 
descriptive of his person, character, and diving 
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mission? And what can be so worthy of our most 
deep and serious attention, whether we consider the 
infinite and everlasting moment of the subject, the 
interest which we have in,it, or the affecting corres- 
pondence of the event with the prediction, of the 
prophet with his object. 

The prophecy holds up to view a person of the 
most distinguished eminence, consecrated in the 
most extraordinary manner, to the execution of the 
most generous, merciful, and benevolent purposes, 
and in language the most powerful and pathetic. It 
is the anointed of the Lord God, his Holy One, 
who alone could without presumption undertake, 
and triumphantly accomplish, the work of redemp- 
tion, and could unfold that “ great mystery of god- 
* liness” which angels desire to look into: who was 
set apart from everlasting to this high destination, 
who was gradually revealed, and, in the fulness of 
time, sent to be the salvation of God to all the ends 
of the earth. Who was anointed, not as Aaron to 
the priesthood, and David to the sovereignty, by a 
material oil of exquisite odour and costly price, but 
by the effusion of the Spirit, the Spirit of power, of 
wisdom, of holiness, which rested upon him with- 
out measure; and which was bestowed upon him, 
for what purpose? with Moses to humble the pride, 
and crush the power of Egypt? or with Cyrus, 
* to aubdue nations, to loose the loing of kings, to 
f* open before him the two-leaved gates, a make 
the cropnked phces straight, to break in piepes 
the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of 
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“iron ;” to execute the righteous judgment of the 
Eternal on rebellion, presumption, and’ disobedi- 
ence; to condemn and to destroy? No, when this 
mighty One cometh, armed with power, anointed 
with the Spirit, it is to dispense grace, to diffuse 
happiness, to relieve the miserable. 

* He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to 
“the poor.” The poor are, with the great of the 
earth, the objects of neglect, and contempt, and 
oppression. In the dictionary of the world, rich 
means respectable, powerful, and important: and 
poverty is equivalent to wretchedness, meanness, 
despicability. But the dispensation of grace by the 
Gospel inverts this order; it affixes a different, ins 
deed an opposite, meaning to words, it raises into 
consequence what was lightly esteemed, ahd it hurls 
pride down to the ground. It “ puts down the 
* mighty from their seats, and exalteth them of 
“ Jow degree.” Is it poverty of condition? That is 
no bar against the admission of the consolations of 
Christianity; that is no disqualification for enjoying 
the rights of citizenship of the kingdom of heaven; 
that implies no exclusion from the glorious * privi- 
* leges of the sons of God;” that implies neither 
sin nor shame. Is it poverty of spirit? It is the 
creatare’s highest glory; it is the Redeemer’s 
brightest and most perfect image; it is the soul’s 
prepartion for the kingdom of heaven. To the 
one and to the other is the snointed of the Lord 
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world, that they may learn to be sober-minded, 
patient, and content; not envying nor grieving at 
the good of others, but laying up for themselves 
“treasures in heaven;” looking for “ another 
* country,” for “a city which hath foundations, 
« whose builder and maker is God:"—to the poor 
in spirit, that they may “ grow in grace,” that 
they may contemplate and follow their pattern 
more closely, learning of him daily to be * meek 
“ and lowly in heart, that they may find rest to 
“ their souls.” 

** He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted.” 
Gracious office! divine Physician! Thou only art 
equal to the task. “The heart knoweth its own 
* bitterness.” The ill admits of no cure; the offi- 
cious consolation of the creature only irritates the 
wound ; time itself brings no relief. But behold, 
here, not a temporary relief, but a lasting cure; 
not the transient spirit and calm of a stupifying 
opiate, but the solid support of wholesome food, 
and the refreshing balm of wholesome.rest. An 
insnaring, persecuting world, mourner in Zion, 
disturbs thy peace, and breaks thy heart; but He 
hath said, ‘* Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
“ world.” “In the world ye shall have tribuls- 
“tion, but in me ye shall have peace.” In the 
bitterness of thy soul,thou criest out, “ O wretched 
* ma®that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
“ body of this death?” Trembling, sinking crea 
@re, speak peace to thy soul, “ return to thy rest :* 
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“there is no condemnation to them that are in 
* Christ Jesus; it is God that justifieth: who is be 
“ that condemneth 2" 

To preach deliverance to the captives. Bondage, 
slavery, captivity, are happily known to us only 
by the name, or in idea. We are more than Abra- 
ham’s children; our fathers contended for liberty, 
Heaven granted it, and we enjoy it. But ah! our 
country is but a speck on the globe; our popula- 
tion is but a handfa! of men. And alas, even in 
our own country there is captivity. How many 
among us “ wax poor and fall into decay,” and that 
not from profligacy and prodigality alone? The 
creditor cometh, and there is nothing to give him. 
The loss of liberty is the consequence; the evil 
becomes worse and worse. He who entered within 
the walls of a prison unfortunate only, continues 
there under a total incapacity of shaking off cala- 
mity. What was at first the pressure of death, im- 
perceptibly changes into an intolerable load of vice, 
from which @ miracle of grace alone can deliver. 
How many thousands of our fellow subjects are in 
this unhappy, this almost hopeless condition! But 
liberty may éxist even in a dungeon. If the pri- 
souer carries with bim into confinement the “ spirit 
of adoption,” he is already delivered from bond- 
age. No bolts, nor bars, nor fetters of iron, can 
restrain the heaven-born mind: he can look up and 
* cry, Abba, Father!” He that is called in the 
* Lord, being a slave, is the Lerd’s free-man.” 
# If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
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“indeed,” Paul in bonds, a prisoner in the cause 
of Jesus Christ, possesses 2 nobly free and inde- 
pendent spirit. Galled with “many stripes ;” 
“ thrast into the inner prison” at Philippi, with 
Silas his companion in tribulation, “their feet 
“ made fast in the stocks,” they enjoy liberty of 
access to the throne of grace. ‘“ At midnight they 
“ prayed, and sang praises unto God.” Thus “ the 
‘ Lord looseth the prisoners,” and thus the Anointed 
is “ sent to preach,” and to give, “ deliverance to 
* the captives.” 

But what, in respect either of multitude or of 
misery, are imprisoned debtors, or even felons 
lying under the rod of the law, compared to the 
voluntarily enslaved? “‘ Whosoever committeth sin 
* js the slave of sin.” And what blindness is like 
wilfal blindness, and what servitude so hopeless, so 
inglorious, as that into which a man degrades him- 
self? It is some alleviation of the depression of a 
servile estate, that the master is honourable, and 
thet the service required is neither humiliating nor 
severe: but O how mortifying the reflection of 
being in subjection to an unfeeling monster, toa 
capricious tyrant, to a contemptible growndling! 
And such is every slave to irregular appetite, 
whether it be “ the lust of the flesh, or the lust of 
“ the eyes, or the pride of life.” Such dream that 
they are following their own will, but in trath they 
“are led captive by Satan at his will:” and “.the 
* weges of sin is death.” To deliver from this 
mest inglesiogs, this fatal thraldom, then, is the 
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object of Christ's mission. What, Britons, glory, 
and well you may, in your civil liberties! and will- 
ingly assume the yoke of a paltry interest, of a gro- 
velling propensity, which you are ashamed to ayow! 
What, make it your boast that the moment the ill- 
fated African breathes British air he becomes free! 
and continue deliberately to “ fulfil the desires of the 
* flesh and of the mind,” which “ war against the 
soul!” Great Delivercr, exert thy power, display 
thy grace; ‘ open their eyes, turn them from dark- 
* ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
“God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are sanctified.” 
He hath sent me—for the recovcring of* sight 
“ to the blind.” On what numberless, and what 
delicate hinges does human comfort turn !"Who can 
describe “ the thousand natural shocks that flesh is 
“heir to?” Were the kindness of Nature or the 
care of Providence to be suspended but for a day, 
into what a lager-house would the world be instantly 
transformed! The defect of a nail of a little finger 
is a blemish in organization, but a blemish which 
nature seldom permits; how much less a deficiency 
of one of the nobler parts, or a disarrangement of the 
whole system! “ But that the works of God should 
be made manifest,” a “‘ man is blind from his 
“ birth;” and another loses “ the precious treasure 
“ of bis eye-sight.” Of the two, the latter surely 
is the greater evil. We cannot regret what we bave 
hardly an idea of, what we never possessed, and to 
which wa become perfectly reconciled before we are 
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conscious of existence. But to recollect the plea- 
sures of vision after the organ is destroyed; but to 
be reduced to mourn with the Poet in these affecting 
strains: 
With the year 

Seasons return; but not to me returns 

Day, or the swect approach of ev’n or morn, 

Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose, 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine: 

But cloud instead, and ever during dark 

Surrounds me! from the cheerful ways of men 

Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair, 

Presented with a universal blank 

Of nature’s works, to me eapung’d and ras’d, 

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out! 

Panap. Losr, III, 40, &c. 
This is * darkness which may be felt.” In repre- 

senting, accordingly, the deplorable state of the world 
under the image of blindness, a state of ignorance, 
guilt, and wretchedness; and in representing the 
correspondent office and work of the Redeemer, that 
blindness is not described as an original and radical 
defect of sight, but as the casual deprivation of a 
blessing once in possession ; and he is considered as 
sent not to confer a benefit unknown, unenjoyed 
before, but to restore that which was lost, to relumine 
the extinguished orb. The truth is, men had wil- 
fully shut their eyes, because they could not bear 
the light. This was the condemnation of the un- 
believing Jews, with all their superior advantages : 
* Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this 
world; that they which see not might see, and 
§§ that they which see might be made blind. And 
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£© some of the Pharisees which were withhim heard 
“ these words, and said unto him, Are we blind 
* also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye 
“ should have no sin; but now ye say, We see; 
“ therefore your sin remaineth.” And this was the 
condemnation of the self-conceited Gentiles, with 
all their affectation of wisdom ; “ professing them- 
‘selves to be wise, they became fools ;” “ they 
“became vain in thcit imaginations, and their 
* foolish heart was darkened.” They are in an- 
other place thus described, and under the same 
image: * The Gentiles walk in the vanity of their 
mind, having the understanding darkened, being 
“ alienated from the life of God through the igno- 
“ rance that is in them, because of the blindness 
« of their heart :” and this mental darkness is repre- 
sented as necessarily blended with moral corruption 
of the grossest kind. Thus are both Jews and Gentiles 
involved in thick darkness, and both under the 
dominion of sin; * God hath concluded them all 
“in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all.” The promises of Messiah are of equal 
extent: as “a salvation prepared before the face of 
“ all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
* glory of his people Israel.” 

“ He is sent, fo set at liberty them that are 
« bruised.” We have here a representation of 
human mieery in every circumstance of aggravation; 
poverty, mental depression, captivity, blindness, 
fetters of iron. There is in this gradation, perhaps, 
an allusion to the horrid treatment of unhappy pri- 
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soers on falling into the hands of their enemies. 
They were shut up in prison, their eyes were thrust 
out, they were loaded with chains. Thus was 
Samson treated, the moment his strength failed, 
and his cruel adversaries had obtained power over 
him ; “ The Philistines took him, and put out his 
* eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound 
“him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in 
“« the prison house.” And the sight of his wretch. . 
edness they called sport. In this manner could 
one king act by another. “So they took the king, 
“and brought him up to the king of Babylon to 
“ Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him, And 
* they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his cyes, 
‘and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound 
“him with fetters of brass, and carried him to 
* Babylon.” Such are the dreadful abuses which a 
man commits against his brother! such the dreadful 
malignity of the human heart ; such is the detestable 
working of ‘ the carnal mind,” which “ is enmity 
“ against God,” and an unrelenting foe to man! 
This enumeration of human woes is cquivalent 
to a declaration, that whatever may be the nature, 
and whatever the extent of the malady, the pro- 
mised Deliverer should come provided with 9 suit- 
able remedy. And when he did come, he not only 
exercised this gracious power himself; for “ they 
brought unto him aff sick people that were teken 
« with divers diseases and torments, and thowe 
& which were possessed with devils, aud thove which 
* were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and 
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“he healed them ;” but he communiested the same 
salutary virtue to his disciples also: “He guve 
“them power against unclean spirits, to cast them 
* out, and to heal all manner of sickness, and all 
“ manner of diseases.” And thus was the Scripture 
fulfilled. The prophecy contains one important 
article more: 

The anointed is sent to preach tke acceptable 
year of the Lord. “'TheYaw had a shadow of good 
“ things to come.” With its severity was blended 
& powerful infusion of mercy and mildnese, the par- 
ticulars of which had a direct reference to the times 
and the spirit of the Gospel. Of these the year of 
jubilee was one of the most distinguished. It was 
ushered in with the sound of the trumpet, “ pro- 
“ claiming liberty throughout all the land; unto all 
“the inhabitants thereof.” On the return of this 
hallowed fiftieth year debts were remitted; atien- 
ated lands reverted to the original proprietor ; the 
Hebrew bond-servant to a Hebrew, “ he and his 
“ children with him,” were to be set free, and re+ 
stored to their rank in Israel; the poor Hebrew, 
who had been reduced to the sad necessity of selling 
himself as a slave to a stranger, was to be redeeshed 
by his next of kin. Ina word, at the expiration of 
every seven times seven years, all the disorders whieh 
had crept into the commonwealth, from the period 
of. the preceding jubilee, were to be rectified, and 
all veinstated on the original basis: It is easy to 
conceive how such an eva would be locked unto-ant? 
longed for; what » happy tendency it had: to ume: 
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Eerate the condition of myriads, and to check the 
Progress of oppression. In contemplating it, the 
Pealmist exclaims: “ Blessed is the peuple that 
* know the joyful sound!” It was a figure of that 
“ acceptable year of the Lord” which it was pre- 
dicted the Messiah should be sent to proclaim, the 
perpetual jubilee of the Gospel, for the remission of 
sins; for the restoration of the forfeited inheritance 
of the saints; for the manumission of the slave; 
for the redemption of the captive; for releasing and 
bringing back the exile: in a word, “ to destroy 
“ the works of the devil,” to repair the ravages of 
sin and death, to introduce universal and everlasting 
liberty, and peace, and joy. 

The sequel of this service of the synagogue, and 
the effect which it produced, will be the subject of 
the next Lecture. 

Learn, Christian, to compare Sctipture with 
Scripture, and predictions with their corresponding 
events. Search diligently for him to whom all the 
Prophets give witness, and in whom “ all the pro- 
© mises of God are yea, and in Him amen, unto 
the glory of God.” Mauch is clearly manifested, 
and pointedly applied ; but much still remains to be 
bronght to light. Truth will not obtrude itself on 
the careless, superficial reader or observer, but 
discloses its hidden charms to the diligent, the 
devout, and the inquisitive. . {tis the injunction 
of Christ: himself; “ Search the Scriptures; for in 
‘ them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of me.” Search them in this 
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particular view, and you will have to tell to others 
what Philip said to Nathaniel; “We have found 
“ him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
“did write, Jesus of Nazareth.” “ With joy shall 
“ ye draw water out of these wells of salvation ;” 
and having tasted how sweet and refreshing itis, you 
will be disposed to impart it to others, for in this, 
if in any case, the saying of the wise man is 
verified : * There is that scattereth and yet increas- 
“eth:” and “itis more blessed to give than to 
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LECTURE XIII. 


LUKE IV, 2—s2. 


And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to aay 
unto then, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears, 
And alt bare -him witness, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth, And they said, 
Is not this Joseph’s son? And he said unto them, Ye will 
surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: 
whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here 
in thy country, And he said, Verily, I say unto you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you of 
atruth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, 
when the heaven was shut up three ycars and six months, 
when great famine was throughout the land ; but unto none 
of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, 
unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepors were in 
Tarac] in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them 
was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in the 
synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with 
wrath, and rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and Jed 
him unto the brow of the hill, whereon their city was built, 
that they might cast him down headlong. But he, pass- 
ing through the midst of them, went his way, and came 
down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on 
the sabbath-days. And they were astonished at his doctrines 
for his word was with power. 


Tris trulgaffecting to think on what a slippery 
foundation men attempt to rear the fabric of happi- 
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ness. They dream of deriving it from their own 
stores. In the pride of his heart, a man imagines 
himself to be equal to every thing. What can elude 
his penetration ; what can resist his force ; what can 
fatigue his industry? Nevertheless the stammering 
of a child betrays his purpose; the rustling of a 
leaf melts his resolution; a stone cut out of the 
mountain, and hurled at him by an invisible hand, 
crushes in a moment all his powers into the dust. 
Are they more secure, or more successful, who 
depend on foreign aid; who build their felicity on 
the ability, the constancy, or the affection of others ? 
Alas, it is an attempt to erect a house upon the 
sand; the washing of the next tide levels it to the 
ground. Friendship, in a flush of zeal, promised 
you all encouragement and support. The hour of 
need comes, and you have recourse to the heart 
which fondly cherished you ;~it has waxed cold, it 
is alienated, it acknowledges you no longer. Your 
mountain stood strong in a prince’s favour. What 
shall not “be done to the man whom the king 
‘delights to honour?” Ab, his breath is in his 
nostrils, he died yesterday, he has returned to his 
dust. Applauding multitudes hang upon your fips, 
the public finger points you out with approbation ; 
but “ you have heard” of the sufferings, as well as 
of the patience of Job. ‘ When I went out to the 
* gate through the city, when I prepared my seat 
“in the street, the young men saw and hid 
“‘ themeelves; and the aged arose efi stood up. 
o2 
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‘ When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; 
* and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me. 
* Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept 
* silence at my counsel. They waited for me as for 
* the rain, and they opened their mouth as for the 
“ Jatter rain; I chose out their way, and sat chief, 
* and dwelt as a king in the army.—-But,” O sad 
reverse! ‘¢ they that are younger than I have me 
“in derision. And now I am their song, yea Iam 
“their by-word. They abhor me, they flee far 
“ from me, and spare not to spit in my face. Upon 
“ my right hand rise the youth, they push away 
“ my feet; they mar my path, they set forward my 
 calamity.”—And such is every one who trusteth 
in popular favour; he feedeth on the wind, and, 
graspeth the east wind in his arms, 

But a more illustrious and more instructive in- 
stance, to this purpose, than that of Job, is before 
us, Now the eyes of the admiring multitude in 
the synagogue are fastened with wonder and delight 
on the face of Jesus; anon they are filled with 
wrath against him: now all bear him witness, and 
dwell upon the “ gracious words which proceed out 
“ of his mouth :” next moment they are up in arms, 
they thrust him out of the city, they hurry him 
to the brow of the hill, with an intention to cast 
him down headlong. The cry to-day is, “ Let us 
“ take him and make him a king, never man spake 
“like this man:” to-morrow it is, “ Awey with 
« him, crueify him; not this man but Barabbas.” 
Let us trace the progress of the scene, and observe 
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what produced the sudden change, and learn to 
cease from man, and to draw consolation and sup- 
port from the approbation of God, and from the 
testimony of a conscience void of offence. 

The passage which he had read from the prophet 
was deeply interesting and affecting. It held up 
to view a most illustrious personage, supporting a 
dignified and important character, and singularly 
qualified for the exercise of it, employed in render- 
ing the most seasonable and the most essential 
services to mankind; evangelizing the poor, heal- 
ing the broken-hearted, redeeming the captive, 
enlightening the blind, setting the prisoner free, 
proclaiming the Jubilee year, the era of universal 
joy. The value and weight of the subject were 
greatly enhanced by the manner in which he re- 
hearsed it. Into his lips grace was poured ; what 
majesty sat enthoned on his brow! what mild glory 
beamed from his eyes! what dignity and grace in 
his attitude as he rose and sat down, in receiving the 
book and delivering it again to the minister! Behold, 
every eye is fixed upon him, every ear is attention, 
while in these few but emphatical words, he explains 
and applies the prediction of the prophet, “ This 
“ day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” “I 
“am He to whom the prophet gives witness; I am 
“ come into the world on this benevolent design ; I, 
“your bone and your flesh, your brother, your 
neighbour, your fellow-citizen, your friend.” 
Come to me, all ye that labour and are heavy ia 
“ den, and I will give you rest.” 


1 HISTORY OF [Laor, X11 


On this admiration gradaally gives way toa feeling 
Jess gentle. Familiarity lowers the object with 
which it converses; self-love cannot brook to ac- 
knowledge a superior in an equal; envy seeks to 
indemnify itself under the oppression of eminent 
worth and excellence, by discovering and fixing 
upon some humiliating, mortifying circumstance, 
that reduces the hated greatness nearer to its own 
level, This explains the change which so quickly 
appeared in our Saviour's auditory. Dazzled, at 
first, by both the matterand manner of his address, 
they crown him with applause. But perceiving 
themselves eclipsed in the lustre of his graces and 
virtues, sinking as he rose, they strive to tumble 
him from his excellency, as if by degrading him, 
they were themselves to mount. His parentage is 
his only vulnerable part; that was poor and mean 
and despised, and that, accordingly, envy brings 
forward with affected surprise. ‘ Is not this Joseph’s 
gon?” And when once this baleful, malignant 
passion has taken possession of the breast, every 
claim of justice, every plea of worth, every call of 
gratitude, every emotion of mercy, is disregarded, 
stifled, trampled under foot. 

Christ observes it with pity, not with indignation ; 
for he came not only to relieve the miserable, but 
to bear with and overcome the froward, to convince, 
subdue, and melt the obstinate, to cure prejudice, 
and to instruct indocility. Their uncivil, invidious 
inquiry exdites in him no resentmept; it can do 
him no hurt; but grieved at the hardness of their 
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heart, and, at the same time, compassionating their 
weakness, he at once reproves the one, and makes 
en apology for the other. The apology he draws 
from the common, and well known, principles of 
human nature. No prophet is accepted in his own 
country. Among strangers, a man is esteemed ac- 
«cording to his talents and virtues. His ancestry 
and kindred are a matter of no moment. It is even 
a degree of merit to have emerged out of obscurity ; 
but at home,“among kindred and acquaintance, 
eminent qualities are regarded with a jealous eye. 
The reputation, ability, and wisdom of exalted good- 
ness are considered by the less deserving as a re- 
proach to themselves. What is every day within 
our reach we every day neglect. What costs us 
little we lightly esteem. Difficulty and danger and 
distance enhance the value of every object of pursuit. 
But the very apology implies a censure of human 
nature, as wicked, unjust, and absurd, in under- 
valuing worth merely because it is allied to us, and 
neglecting good for no better reason than that it is 
known. ? 
Our blessed Lord, accordingly, blends mild and 
gentle reproof with the excuse which he makes for 
the unkind return that his countrymen and kinsfolk 
had made to his affectionate endeavours to serve and 
to'instruct them. And this seems to be the force of his 
reasoning,— You have heard, my dear friends, of 
“my going about doing good, at Capernaum and 
* eleewhere ; and you will naturally atid with justice 
* say tome, in the language of the common proverb, 
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« Physician, heal thyself: look at home; in attea- 
*¢ tion to objects more remote, overlook not such as 
“ are equally pressing, and still more nearly inter- 
“esting; let thy own country, if not in preference, 
“ at least in common with strangers, reap the benefit 
“of these thy extraordinary, supernatural powers. 
« Well, my beloved countrymen, here I am for this 
“ very purpose; ready to instruct you in the way 
“of salvation, ready to heal all your plagues, to 
‘ perform all the offices of mercy and loving-kind- 
* ness which the prophet, in the passage which I 
* now read, predicted concerning me: but I know 
* the meaning of these ungracious looks, of theac 
“ malignant whispers, of that envious inquiry into 
“‘ my pedigree, and occupation, and connexions in 
“ Jife. You are under the power of prejudice, you 
are too well acquainted with me to reap benefit 
* from my ministrations: my labours will be morc 
“ acceptable where I am less known. 

“Tt happeneth to me as it did to the prophets of 
* old; they were neglected, hated, persecuted of 
“ their own countrymen ; and you inherit the spirit 
§* of your fatheras whom no calamity could subdue, 
“no arguments convince, no goodness charm. I 
“ appeal to the history of our own nation. The 
“times of Elijah's prophecy were marked with 
“ many signal interpositions of Divine providence, 
* particularly with a grievous famine, occasioned by 
‘ a drought of uncommon duration, three years and 
«six months, It was universally felt, particularly 
“by the poorer and more unprotected pet of the 
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“community, the widow and the fatherless; and 
“the extraordinary powers of the prophet were 
“ equally well known and acknowledged. But 
* what isthe fact> Was the prophet sought unto? 
“© Did the general distress drive the sufferers to seek 
“ relief in the piety and miraculous powers of the 
“ man of God? No, he was the Tishbite, the son 
“ of somebody whom they knew; he was at home, 
“* among his own, and therefore his person was de- 
“ spised, his office slighted. and even the widow 
* and the fatherless, unsubdued by the strong hand 
‘of accessity, perished from want, because they 
* scorned the humane and compassionate interposi- 
* tion of a neighbour and kinsman. But O how 
* acceptable was his visit to a stranger, a pagan, a 
“ woman of Sidon ? she felt with others the pressure 
* of the common calamity ; the law of self-preserva- 
“tion, and compassion for the son of her womb, 
“ were strong in her, as in any widow or mother in 
« Israel; but more faithful and believing than they, 
she cheerfully made the sacrifice of her last earthly 
provision ; at the word of the prophet, she gave 
“ up her own, and her son’s subsistence ; she reposed 
“confidence in Heaven, she acknowledged the 
* ensigns of Deity, she cast herself upon a miracle, 
* and her hope made her not ashamed. 

“ Take another example, tny friends, from your 
© own history, and let it admonish and reprove you. 
“ Elisha inherited a double portion of the spirit of 
* bis master Elijah; be performed many notable 
« miracles, he divided the waters of tbe river, he 
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made iron to swim, he raised the dead to life, he 
“employed the supernatural powers which were 
conferred upon him, in removing the miseries of 
“his fellow-creatures. Among these the leprosy 
“ was one, a disease which baffles the skill of the 
“ physician, which not medicine, but the immediate 
« power of God alone can cure. Now, what saith 
“the record? What Israelitish lepers applied to the 
prophet, of the multitudes who were affected with 
* this loathsome distemper? Not so much as one. 
“ He was at home, mong those of his own house; 
* the wretched patient, loathsome to himself, and a 
burden offensive to every one about him, chooses 
“rather to continue an abomination, than to be 
“ beholden to an acquaintance, to an equal, to a 
S¢ prophet of his own country, for the miracle of 
* cleansing. Not so the son of the stranger; Naa- 
man the Syrian, the commander of armies, the 
“ favourite of a prince, a worshipper of strange gods. 
* He believes the report, he flies to the physician, he 
“ follows the prescription, he washes in Jordan, and 
“ becomes clean.” - 
The conscience of his audience makes the appli- 
cation of our Saviour’s doctrine; and what ensues ? 
‘What always did, and always will, when the prin- 
ciple of conscience is awakened ; either humble and 
=e submission to the reproof, and an honest 
eee to profit by it; or else a rancorons ani- 
‘ity against the reprover, the confirmation of pre- 
judice, a wilful exclusion of light, or a détermined 
"-seeverance in what is known to be wage. Unhap- 
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pily the frequenters of the synagogue at Nazareth 
were of this last description. Their indignation 
falls, not as it ought to have done, on their own 
mean, unworthy, ungenerous, unmanly spirit, but 
on their kind affectionate, gentle monitor. And 
what follows? Is it the cynical representation of 
some surly traducer of mankind ; or is it truth and 
history? Merciful father, of mankind! must I be- 
lieve that the very persons who just now gazed with 
delight on that super-angelic face, who listened with 
rapture to the accents of that celestial voice, who 
justly gloried in their townsman, companion, and 
friend, are instantaneously converted into demons 
of hell? What, meditate, digest murder! the mur- 
der of innocence, truth, and wisdom! What all of 
them! not one calm, moderate spirit to suggest 
milder counsels, to plead the cause of goodness, to 
arrest the hand of violence! No, not one. O 
human nature, what wert thou; and what art thou 
become! I tremble to think that I am a partaker of 
thee; of a “heart deceitful above all things and 
* desperately wicked.” “They rose up, and thrust 
“* him out of the city, and led him unto the brow 
“ of the hill whereon their city was built, that 
* they might cast him down headlong.” And shall 
not fire come down from heaven, as it did once, 
and a second time, to avenge aslighter insult offered 
toa much inferior prophet? O no! “the Son of 
s* man came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.” Behold a more glorious triumph, a miracle 
of grace ang condescension, a triumph worthy of 


4 HISTORY OF Claes, X17, 


the Son of God, and the Saviour of men. “He, 

. “ passing through the midst of them, went his way.” 
Behold power and mercy united. Were they, like 
the men of Sodom, stricken with blindness? Were 
their hands, like Jeroboam’s, dried up and rendered 
immoveable? Were their eyes, like the disciples 
going to Emmaus, holden, that they should not 
know him? I stop not to inquire. Suffice it to say, 
his “ hour was not yet comeand they had no power 
at all over him but what was permitted of God. And 
vain is the contention of man against God: it is 
hard for thee, O persecutor, to ‘kick against the 
“ pricks.” 

In the history referred to by our Lord, and in 
the instance of a miraculous supply of food to the 
widow of Sarepta, in a season of extreme scarcity, 
as well as in the other equally noted instance of a 
miraculous cure of leprosy performed on the body 
of Naaman the Syrian, we perceive the dawning of 
the gospel day upon the Gentile world. They be- 
Jieved and obeyed the word of the prophet, and 
they obtained relief, while “the seed of Abraham 
* after the flesh” remained unbelieving and impeni- 
tent. ‘ Ofatruth, God is no respecter of persons: 
* but in every nation, he that feareth Him, and 
“worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” 
‘* The times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
“* now commandeth all men every where to repent : 
“ because he hath appointed a day in the which he 
“, will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
«* whom he bath ordained; whereof he hath given 
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“ assurance unto ali men, in that he hath raiged 
“ bim from the dead.” How God will deal in the 
judgment with those who never enjoyed the benefit 
of either the Law or the Gospel, it is not for us to 
determine. ‘“ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
* yight >” But “ we ought to give the more earnest 
“ heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
‘any time we should let them slip. For if the 
word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every 
“ tranagression and disobedience received a just re- 
“ compense of reward; how shall we escape if we 
“ neglect so great salvation ; which at the first began 
* to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
“us by them that heard him; God also bearing 
“ them witness, both with signs and wonders, and 
* with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
“ according to his own will?” 

Among other evidences that the Christian dispen- 
sation is from heaven, the universality of it is not 
theleast, This act of grace contains no unkind ex- 
ceptions. There is no proscribed region, or family, 
or individual. The proclamation is, ‘* Peace, peace 
“to him that is far off, and to him that is near, 
* saith the Lord.” This dawning light was now in 
& progress unto “ the perfect day.” Though Christ's 
personal ministry was, in the first instance, address- 
ed “ to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” its in- 
fluence quickly spread far beyond the confines of 
Judea, ‘ His fame went throughout all Syria;” a 
woman of Cangan believed on him, and her daugh- 
ter was healed; the Roman centurion, who had 
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beert made partaker of the same precious faith, in 
Tike manner had power with God, and prevailed in 
behalf of his palsied servant. Some of our Lord's 
immediate attendants lived to see “ the kingdom 
“ of God come with power.” ‘ The centurion, 
“and they that were with him watching Jesus” 
on the cross, “ when they saw the earthquake, and 
“ those things that were done,” though unaccus- 
tomed to fear, “ they feared greatly,” and made 
this open confession, “ Truly this was the Son of 
« God.” 

The miraculous effusion of the Holy Spirit on the 
Apostlcs, in the gift of tongues on the day of Pente- 
cost, opened a passage in all directions for the speedy 
diffusion of the truth as it is in Jesus, over all lands. 
Peter no longer trembles and denies his Master, but 
stands boldly up to plead his cause, and precious 
souls by thousands are added unto the Lord. Cured 
of his Jewish prejudices, by a vision from heaven, 
he descends to Cesarea, preaches the word of life to 
the centurion Cornelius and “ his kinsmen and near 
“ friends.” It is accompanied with power, and 
“ with the oly Ghost sent down from heaven.” 
‘That same Apostle was spared to address epistles 
* to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Gala~ 
“tia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect ac- 
* cording to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
“ through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, 
*‘and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” 
Philip, the Evangelist, “ went down to the city of 
“Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. And 
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* the people with one accord gave hecd unto those 
“ things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the 
“ miracles which he did.” That eae finds a 
proselyte in the desert of Gaza, in a person of great 
* authority under Candace queen of theEthiopians, 
“ who had the charge of all her treasure."\ He, too, 
gladly receives the word, is baptized, and wes on 
his way rejoicing, to carry into those dark reyjons 
the light of divine truth, ‘and the Scripture is faq), 
led which saith, “ Ethiopia shall soon stretch ow 
* her hands unto God.” 

Time would fail in tracing the progress, and 
marking the success, of him, who is emphatically 
denominated the Apostle of the Gentiles, through 
the islands of the Mediterranean, over the states of 
Greece, in Italy, at Rome. John, the beloved dis- 
ciple, had the pleasure of dispatching particular let- 
ters, dictated by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
to the seven churches of Asia. He was one of 
thase, then, concerning whom Christ said, in the 
passage already quoted, “ Verily I say unto you, 
“ that there be some of them that stand here, which 
“ shall not taste of death till they have seen the 
“ kingdom of'God come with power.” His life was 
“ prolonged to extreme old age. He saw the king- 
dom of his divine Master established in Europe, in 
Asia, in Africa. The great Western World was 
still unknown; but, in the wisdom of God, it too 
has emérged out of the bosom of the vast occean, to 
swell the Redeemer’s empire. To embrace the 
whole globe is its generous design. The period 
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approaches, when “ great voices in heaven” shall 
proclaim, saying; The kingdoms of this world 
* are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
“ Though Jael,” therefore, “be not gathered,” 
Messiah “shall be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord’ for he saith of him, “It is a light 
that thou shouldest be my servant, to raise 

the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved 

f Israel; I will also give thee for a light to the 
4 Gentiles, thet thou mayest be my salvation unto 
“ the end of the earth.” And as the dncient dispen- 
sation contained many intimations of favour to the 
Gentile world, so the Gospel contains and discloses 
a dawn of hope to the Jewish nation. “ Blindness 
‘ in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
“ the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall 
‘© be saved; as it is written, There shall come out 
“of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
“ godliness from Jacob.” “© the depth of the 
“ riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
* How unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
** ways past finding out!” 

Some interpreters of note have remarked a coin- 
cidence between the duration of the great famine 
which afflicted Israel, in the days of Etias, and that 
of our Saviour's ministry from his baptism to his 
death, namely, three ycars and six months. As 
during the former period, at the word of the prophet, 
heaven was shut up, and all elementary influence sus- 
pended, to the inexpressible distressof the whole land; 
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so daring the latter, through the mediation of a 
greater than Elias, full communication was opened. 
In the one we have displayed the severity of the law, 
in the other the grace of the Gospel; in Elias, the 
minister of wrath and condemnation; in Jesus, the 
minister of mercy and reconciliation; the one in- 
flicting a temporary curse, the other calling down 
an everlasting benediction ; there the clouds bound 
up, and the dew restrained here a * doctrine drop- 
“ ping as the rain, and speech distilling as the 
*¢ dew; as the small rain upon the tender herb, 
* and asthe showers upon the grass.” The prophet 
represents, in beautiful language, the blessedness 
of an open communication between earth andheaven: 
* It shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, 
* saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they 
“ shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the 
“corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall 
“hear Jezreel. And I will sow her unto me in the 
* earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had 
“not obtained mercy; and I will say to them 
“ which were not my people, Thou art my people; 
*©and they shall say, Thou art my God.” But 
the contrast is-dreadful ! “ She did not know that I 
“gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multi- 
“ plied her silver and gold, which they prepared for 
Baal. Therefore will I return, and take away 
“ my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the 
* season thereof, and will recover my wool and my 
“flax; and I will = her vines and her fig- 
VOL, V. 
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“ trees.” The prayer of faith is the channel of this 
interesting communication. 

It is humiliating to observe, and to reflect, on the 
uniform and unrelenting malignity of the human 
heart. That greatness, power, wealth, should be 
envied, and the possessor hated and thrust at, is 
not so much an object of surprise. But that simpli- 
city, innocence, kindness, beneficence, should pro- 
voke hostility, would exceed belief, were not the 
proofs too numerous and too stubborn to be resisted. 
We justly detest the wickedness, injustice, aod in- 
gratitude of the Nazarenes, in attempting to destroy 
their unassuming, unoffending townsman; but is the 
angry, the lofty spirit of man now subdued to the obe- 
dience and love of Christ? Has not a daring attempt 
lately been made by a great nation, once denominated 
Christian, to obliterate the name, and everwhelm 
the cause of Christ? Wherefore change the ancient 
measurements of time? It was in the hope of 
swallowing up the distinction of days, and thereby 
of sinking the observance of the Lord’s day in the 
mass. With the abolition of the sabbath the service 
of the sanctuary is swept away; and the spirit of 
Christianity, it was presumed, would not long sur- 
vive its forms and rites. Are there none among 
ourselves who express rancorous animosity against 
the worthy name which they so unworthily bear? 
Is not the Lord’s day profaned and the temple de- 
serted; and, in defiance of the law of the land, to 
say nothing of the obligations of decency and reli- 
gion, are not efforts made by persons high in place 
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‘and station, to discredit and distse the ordinances 
of the Gospel, and thereby to bring the Gospel itself 
into disrepute? We say, however, concerning such 
men, in the spirit and words of the wise Gamaliel : 
* Refrain from these men and let them alone: for 
Sif this counsel, or this work, be of men, it will 
“ come to nought: but if it be of God, they cannot 
overthrow it; Jest baply they be found even to 
“ fight against God.” $ 

To this fell spirit in man, what a striking, what 
an amiable contrast have we in the temper and con- 
duct of our blessed Lord! To withdraw himself 
from among these ingrates is the only mark of dis- 
pleasure expressed by him. He desisted from teach- 
ing persons who were determined not to learn ; “* He 
“ did not many mighty works there,” because they 
were liable to misapprehension, to misrepresentation. 
* He, passing through the midst of them, went his 
“ way.” Thus men grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
and he departs from them. And thus the apostles 
of the Lord, Paul and Barnabas, when * the Jews, 
* filled with envy, spake against them, contradict- 
“ ing and blaspheming,” they said ; “ It was neces- 
“ sary that the word of God should first have been 
* spoken to you; but seeing ye put it from you, 
“ and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting ‘life, 
* Jo, we turn to the Gentiles.” And is it no punish- 
ment to be forsaken of a friend; a friend whom we 
have grieved and offended, who feels himself con- 
strained 1o retire, but retires sflently, slowly, reluc- 
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tantly ? Little do men reflect what sorrow, what re- 
morse they are treasuring up to themselves, in slight- 
ing, in neglecting a day of merciful visitation. It 
drew tears from the eyes of the compassionate friend 
of mankind: ‘ And when he was come near he be- 
* held the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou 
“ hadst known, even thou, at Icast in this thy day, 
“ the things which belong unto thy peace! but now 
“ they are hid from thine eyes.” “ For if we sin 
« wilfully after that we have received the knowledge 
“ of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
* for sins, but a certain fearful looking-for of judg- 
* ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
“ adversaries.” 

We conclude with pointing out the Saviour as a 
pattern of perseverance in well-doing. Nazareth is 
no longer a theatre of teaching and working. Docs 
he therefore sullenly, resentfully cease from discharg- 
ing the duties of his high office? No, other cities 
will gladly receive him. He came down to Caper- 
“ naum, acity of Galilee, and taught them on the 
“ sabbath-days.” And what a course of active, un- 
wearicd beneficence did the remainder of his earthly 
pilgrimage exhibit! through evil report and good 
report, through opposition and discouragement, 
through sorrow and suffering, by night and by day, 
till, bowing his head, he could say, “ It is finished.” 
“ Arm yourselves,” therefore, Christians, “ with 
“ the same mind:” “ Let us run with patience the 
* race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 
** Author and Finisher of our faith :—consider him 
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* that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
“ himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” 
* And let us not be weary in well-doing; for in dee 
“ season we shall reap, if we faint not.” “ There- 
“ fore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, un- 
“ moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
* Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.” 


att 
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MATT. IV, 12—22. 


Now, when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison he 


departed into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, he came and 
dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea-coast, in the 
borders of Zebulon and Naphthalim: that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The 
land of Zabulon, and the land of Naphthalim, by the way 
of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: the 
people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung 
up. From that time Jesua began to preach, and to say, 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jesus 
walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, 
Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they 
straightway left their nets, and followed him. And going 
on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets: and he called them. And 
they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed 
him. 


AMONG the other means of arriving at certainty, 
respecting “ the things wherein we have been in- 
«© structed,” it may be of importance to compare the 
present state of Christianity with its origin ; to con- 
trast the smallness of its beginnings with the great- 
ness of its success; to consider the real influence 
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which a cause so unpromising has had on human 
affairs, and the changes which it actually has pro- 
duced on the face of the globe. Who is its Author? 
A mighty potentate, armed with sovereign power and 
authority ? An invincible conqueror travelling in the 
greatness of his strength, at the head of triumph- 
ant legions, from victory to victory? An expe~ 
rienced statesman skilled, in every art of intrigue, 
and amply furnished with all-commanding gold, to 
gain over credulous, or to purchase the suffrages of 
corruptible multitudes? The reverse of all this is 
the fact. The Author of our faith, Christians, as 
has frequently been repeated, was the reputed son 
of a carpenter ; he was brought up in an obscure 
village, of a region proverbially contemptible, of a 
conquered country; he was destitute of means, of 
friends, of worldly wisdom ; he was a pensioner on 
the bounty of others, and frequently without a 
place where to lay his head. 

Will any one presume to allege that he associated 
with the great of this world, that he insinuated 
himself into the favour and counsels of the princea 
of the earth, that he went forth armed with their 
commission, and advanced in their name conquer- 
ing and to conquer? No, history contradicts all 
this. He lived up to the age of thirty in the very 
depth of obscurity; his associates and coadjutors 
were few in number, men of mean parentage and 
parts, in the very lowest ranks of society, fishermen 
the sons of fishermen. Did he employ, then, the 
arts of insinuation, address, and flattery, to captivate 
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the vulgar? Did he teach an easy, palatable, pliant 
morality, and attract the countenance and support 
of the million, by gratifying their passions, by con- 
niving at their vices, or by humouring their preju- 
dices? No such thing. His life and doctrine were 
quite the reverse. He preached and exemplified 
mortification and self-denial, and patient submission 
to painful and unmerited suffering, and renunciation 
of the world. Undoubtedly then his followers could 
not be numerous, nor his reputation extensive; nor 
his power of long duration. This too is contradict- 
ed by matter of fact. No teacher can boast of so 
many disciples; no name is so widely diffused ; 
and after a lapse of eighteen centuries, the field of 
his triumph is extended ‘and extending, and his 
outstretched arms are expanded to embrace a globe. 

How is all this to be accounted for? Who shall 
explain this accumulation of mystery? Consult, on 
the subject, the learned Jewish doctor of laws, 
whom we formerly quoted with respect. His rea~ 
soning upon it is as eound, and as conclusive now, as 
jt was near two thousand years ago, “ If this coun- 
sel or this work were of men, it must have come 
to nought: but because it is of God, it cannot be 
§ overthrown.” Christianity is the cause of Heaven, 
and therefore it hath prospered, and shall continue 
to prosper. 

We have hitherto beheld our blessed Lord single 
and unconnected; gradually showing himself to 
the world as a teecher sent from God. In the pas- 
gage which has now been read, we find him laying 
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the foundation of his church, forming and modelling 
his household, beginning to provide a succession of 
public teachers of his religion, who should carry on, 
to the end of time, the instruction of an ignorant, 
the reformation of a corrupted, the salvation of a 
perishing world. The career of John Baptist, his 
kinsman and forerunner, was now come to an end. 
That rigid moralist and honest reformer had, by 
speaking truth and acting faithfully, incurred the 
displeasure of an arbitrary despot, who cast him 
into prison, whcre he soon after fell a victim to the 
resentment of an abandoned woman. But this 
John had already given a repeated and public testi- 
mony to Jesus Christ, as the Messiah promised to the 
fathers, and as “ the Lamb of God that taketh 
* away the sin of the world.” And, at his baptiam 
by John, God had confirmed that testimony by a 
voice from heaven. 

As the Baptist's public labours drew towards a 
conclusion, those of Jesus Christ were advancing to 
their commencement; and, as we have seen, they 
were first employed for the instruction and relief of 
his kindred and townsmen of Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up. His benevolent services 
there, however, were most ungratefully requited, 
the minds of bis auditors being poisoned with envy, 
and, a8 a necessary consequence, their hearts har- 
dened through unbelief. Disappointed of success 
there, where it might have been so reasonably ex- 
pected, he gives not up, in sullen dissatisfaction, 
the work which was given him to do, but leaving 
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Nazareth, in the manner related in the preceding 
Lecture, he proceeds to Capernaum, a town of 
Galilee on the sea-coast, on the confines of the in- 
heritance of the two tribes Zabulon and Napthalim, 
denominated “ Galilee of the Gentiles,” from its 
proximity to the regions of Tyre and Sidon. 

But what step of our Saviour's progress was un- 
marked by the finger of ancient prophecy, and con- 
sequently directed by a special interposition of 
Divine Providence ? Isaiah, who had so clearly and 
fully described his character and offices, in the pas- 
sage which hercad and applied to himself, in the sy- 
nagogue at Nazareth, has also clearly and decidedly 
announced his visit to Capernaum, and the light 
and glory which his preaching and mighty works 
should diffuse over a region which lay buried in 
heathenish ignorance and idolatry. How runs the 
prophecy? “ Nevertheless the dimness shall not be 
* such as was in her vexation, when at the first he 
© lightly afflicted the land of Zabulon, and the land 
*¢ of Naphthali, and afterward did more grievously 
“ afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, 
* in Galilee of the nations. ‘The people that walked 
“in darkness have seen a great light; they that 
** dweil in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
“ them hath the light shined.” And what saith the 
history ? “ Leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt 
“in Capernaum, which is upon the sea-coast, in the 
“ borders of Zabulon and Napthalim : that it might 
* be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the pro- 
“ phet, saying, The land of Zabulon and the land 
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* of Naphthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 
“Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: the people 
“which sat in darkness saw great light; and to 
“ them which sat in the region and shadow of death 
*« fight is sprung up.” In this too is not “ the arm 
°¢ of the Lord revealed?” Thus clearly does infinite 
wisdom foresee whatsoever shall come to pass ; thus 
confidently doth unchangeable, unerring truth de- 
clare the end from the beginning, and thus irresist- 
ibly doth the mighty power of God bring it to pass. 
And thus by a series of “ immutable things,” that 
“ God who cannot lie” is affording “ a strong con~ 
“ solation” to those ‘ who have fled for refuge to 
** Jay hold upon the hope set before us.” 

Jesus takes up the same theme which consti- 
tuted the subject of John’s preaching, namely, the 
doctrine of repentance; that humbling doctrine, 
which regards a world lying in wickedness, ignorance, 
and tnisery so deplorable, ‘as to be fitly represented 
by the powerful and expressive imagery of “ dark- 
“ness” and “the region and shadow of death ;” 
that compassionate doctrine which stretches out a 
friendly hand to the guilty and the wretched ; that 
reviving doctrine which gently draws the trembling 
sinner to the God of merey, and which forbids the 
vilest to despair. And by what arguments is this 
salutary doctrine recommended and enforced, by 
hoth the forerunner, and by the greater who followed 
after him? “The kingdom of heaven is at hand :” 
the reign of grace, the dominion of love; a new 
display of divine perfection, even God descending 
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to dwell with men upon earth, that he might pre- 
pare men to “ sit together in heavenly places in 
« Christ Jesus.” What a fulness of tine was now 
come, when “ the Prophet of the Highest,” like 
the sun, “' rejoicing as a strong man to run a race,” 
began to “ go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
*¢ his ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto his 
* people by the remission of their sins, through 
* the tender mercy of our God; whereby the day- 
“ spring from on high hath visited us to give light 
“to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow 
* of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace!” 
The great Sovereign in this heavenly kingdom, in 
amanner peculiar to himself, announces his own 
public entry on the exercise of his authority; the 
Prince of Peace cries aloud, and proclaims “ the 
* acceptable year of the Lord!” 

‘We said, ina manner peculiar tohimself: for it 
looks as if he were meaning to court neglect, to excite 
compassion, or to provoke contempt, not to engage 
attention or to command respect. When we behold 
the carpenter's son forming an humble alliance with 
three or four simple, illiterate, unconnected fisher. 
men, the inhabitants of a little town on the coast of 
the sea of Galilee, who is so timid as to take the 
alarm? Who is so sanguine as to expect any thing 
from such a confederacy? Who is such a visionary 
as to prognosticate from it the downfall of idolatry, 
and the revolution of empires? But this proved in- 
deed the grand crisis in human affairs. It produced 
an universal and everlasting change in the state of 
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the world. Ft was the establishment of a kingdom 
destined to control, and, at length, to swallow up 
every other; nay, which was to outlast the sun, 
and survive the system of nature; which was to 
prove the foundation whereon to rear a new and 
more glorious fabric of creation, to serve as a theatre 
whereon to display wonders which shall leave the 
pride of kings at an infinite distance behind. « All 
“ these things shall be dissolved: nevertheless we, 
‘* according to his promise, look for new heavens 
* and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 
On the day that Jesus called “ Simon and Andrew 
“his brother, James and John his brother,” from 
their boats and fishing-nets, imperial Rome shook 
to the foundation; the Jewish hierarchy expired; 
Satan’s empire fell; and on their ruins began to 
arise “a kingdom which cannot be moved;” the 
predicted throne and kingdom of David's Lord, 
which the zeal of the Lord of hosts was “ to order, 
* and to establish with judgment and with justice 
* even for ever.” 

These simple men with simple names, then ob- 
scure, unnoticed, unknown, were hastening to ac- 
quire a celebrity which speedily eclipsed the titles of 
royalty, and the glare of imperial purple. * Peter, 
* @ servant and an apostle of Juses Christ ;” John 
* the disciple whom Jesus loved,” are held in last- 
ing and grateful remembrance by the nations of the 
earth, while the memory of their mighty contempo. 
raries, a Tiberius, a Nero, anda Domitian, is rot- 
ting in the dust, or preserved from oblivion by anote 
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of infamy, and a sentiment of detcstation. In the 
former we revere the benefactors of the human race; 
from the latter we turn away with abhorrence, as 
from so many monsters. The despised Galileans 
became “ fishers of men,” converted myriads to the 
faith and hope of the Gospel, and, to this day, by 
their writings, continue to minister to the edifica- 
tion and comfort of the Christian world; and now 
that the papal throne is sinking after the imperial into 
utter annihilation, the throne of those humble fol- 
lowers of the Lamb is, like that of their divine Master, 
built upon a rock, against which the gates of bell 
shall never prevail. 

The power of persuasion accompanied the call of 
Jesus: “ Walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two 
© brethren; and he saith unto them, Follow me, 
‘and I will make you fishers of men. And they 
« straightway left their nets and followed him.” 
Presently after, he saw another pair of brothers pur- 
suing the accustomed labours of their humble occu- 
pation ; “and he called them. And they immediate- 
“ly left the ship, and their father, and followed 
“him.” It will be said that they had very little to 
lose, and therefore merit not the praise of having 
made a very costly sacrifice, No mancan makea 
greater shcrifice than that of hisall, whetherit be much 
or little. When a person deliberately resigns the 
means of earning his bread he casts himself entirely 
on Providence. The woman of Sarepta who, at the 
word of the prophet, brought her last morsel of bread 
‘to satisfy his hunger, exhibited a most illustrious 
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display of confidence in God; as did likewise that 
other poor widow, whom Jesus beheld casting her 
two mites into the treasury, and whose liberality he 
so highly extols: “he said, Of a trath I say unto 
* you that this poor widow hath cast in more than 
“ they all. For all these have of their abandance 
*¢ cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her 
“ penury hath cast in all the living that she had.” 
It is not the quantity given, but the spirit in which 
it is bestowed, that stamps value on the gift. 
Peter indeed, on a certain occasion, seems to have 
highly rated the surrender which he made, and to 
have deemed himself fully entitled to a compensa- 
tion: “ ‘Then answered Peter, and said unto him, 
« Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee ; 
“ what shall we have therefore?” Jesus admits the 
claim ; he undervalues not the sacrifice which affec- 
tion has offered up, and points out the glorious com- 
pensation which he was ready to make: “ And 
‘ Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that 
“ ye which have followed me‘in the regeneration, 
“when the Son of man shall sit in the thronc 
of his glory, yealso shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
“ judging the twelve tribes of Isracl. And every one 
* that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, 
“ or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my name's sake, shall receive an bundred 
fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.” Such is 
the unbounded generosity of him who saith in another 
place : “ Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of 
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* these little ones a cup of cold water only in the 
* name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shalt 
* in no wise lose his reward.” 

But there must have been an inconceivable some- 
thingin the manner and address of Jesus Christ, 
which could induce men in circumstances such as 
those of the disciples, to forego the very means of 
subsistence, and to follow him at all hazards. They 
feel the attraction of true goodness, but have not 
as yet any apprebensions of the person, natare, and 
mission, of the Master whom they were preferring 
to all worldly relations, possessions, and prospects. 
But their choice was shortly justified, as they attend- 
ed his footsteps through the cities of Galilee: and it 
is highly grateful to find a first favourable impression 
completely confirmed or far exceeded by knowledge 
and experience. They were to be made witnesses 
for Christ to all nations ; every opportunity is there- 
fore afforded them of the most intimate communica- 
tion with him, “all the time that the Lord Jesus 
“ went in and out among them:” that they might 
declare to the world ‘ that which was from the be- 
“ ginning which they heard, which they saw with 
“ their eyes, which they looked upon, and which 
“ their hands did handle of the word of life.” Through 
a channel, and on the testimony of witnesses, s0 
little liable to suspicion, “ the truth as it is in Jesus” 
has been transmitted to us. 

The mode of conveying to the minds of men 
the gospel of the kingdom ” next arrests our st- 
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tention. He went teaching in their synagogues. 
This consisted, if we may judge from his practice at 
Nazareth, in rehearsing aloud, before worshipping 
assemblies, the Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
either in their order, or passages sclected for special 
occasions, and particularly applied. And this in 
every age and state of the church, ever since a ré- 
velation came down from heaven, was and is the 
ground-work of public instruction and devotion ; 
even the word of the living God, the standard of 
truth, the foundation of faith, the rule of life. 
The second mode of instruction employed by our 
Lord, was “ preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” 
This seems to have been something more than a 
simple reading of the Scriptures, followed by an 
equally simple application of the word read to its 
appropriate object, as in the instance which has 
already been under review : “ This day is this Scrip- 
* ture fulfilled in your ears.” The word translated 
to preach is derived from a noun which signifies 
herald, public crier, the messenger of prince to 
prince, of nation to nation. Thus the prophet 
Isaiah might be said ¢o preach to the men of his 
day, when, by the command of God, he executed 
the office of a herald; “ Cry aloud, spare not; lift 
“up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people 
“ their transgression, and the house of Jacob their 
gins.” And thus, in strictness of speech, Christ 
himself might be said to preach when “in the last 
* day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
VOL. v. Q 
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cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
* unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
« rivers of living water.” In a greater latitude, 
to preach is, from a given topic, to argue, to 
exhort, to reprove, to encourage ; to assail the heart, 
in the view of producing conviction, and of re- 
gulating the life through every avenue of the soul, 
the intellect, the passions, the very senses. Thus 
Paul, on Mars-hill at Athens, ‘ preached Jesus 
“and the resurrection.” Thus also at Troas, after 
breaking of bread, “ he preached, and continued 
* his speech until midnight.” And as Christ himself 
thus preached, “ he sent out his twelve disciples to 
* preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand;” 
and with this solemn charge he left them, when he 
ascended into heaven: “Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
“the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
% Ghost; teaching them to observe all things what- 
* soever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
“ with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
* Amen.” And thus until now, through the opera- 
tion of his mighty power, * the foolishness of 
* preaching,” the preaching of “ Christ crucified” 
is, “to them that are called, Christ the power of 
“ God, and the wisdom of God.” 

Teaching and preaching were accompanied and 
supported by the display of miraculous powers, all 
employed in doing good. . “ He healed all manner 
*° of sickness, and all manner of disease, among 
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“ the people.” This genera! description of human 
wretchedness, to which tle promised Messiah was 
to apply a remedy, is fullowed by a sad enumeration 
of the several particulars which compose this depress- 
ing aggregate; some of them were more common, 
and in many cases removeable by human skill and 
the use of ordinary mcang; some were more obsti- 
nate and hopeless, as the palsy, lunacy, which in 
general bid defiance to the healing art, and terminate 
at length, the one in the dissolution of the body, 
the other in a total derangement of the mental 
powers. This catalogue is closed by an extraordinary 
malady, seemingly peculiar to that period and spot 
of the world, diabolical possession. Attempts have 
been inade to explain away this terrible affliction 
into a specics of madness or epilepsy, to which the 
human frame has in all ages been deple ably sub- 
jected, but which can with no propriety be ascribed 
to the operation of malignant spirits. The instances, 
however, both of the existence of the disease, and 
of the cure, are too numerous, and too specific, to 
be confounded with mental disorder or bodily in- 
firmity; and every attempt of the kind ought to be 
resisted, as a blow aimed at all historical evidence, 
as an insidious design to limit the agency of spiri- 
tual beings, and to measure all existing powers by 
those of man. The influence of “ the spirit that 
“now worketh in the children of disobedience” 
has no need to be demonstrated. And wherefore 
should it be thought a thing incredible that for a 
season, and for purposes by us inscrutable, this 
az 
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evil spirit might be permitted to harass and con- 
vulse the bodies of men, that the superior power 
of the Son of God might be manifested in recover- 
ing, both in body and in spirit, “ out of the snare 
* of the devil, them who are tuken captive by him 
* at his will?” 

The whole taken together, the teaching, the 
preaching, and the miraculous cures performed by 
Christ, in their combined effect, amount to this: 
There is not an evil which man is Jiable to, in his 
body, his mind, his estate, of yesterday or of many 
years standing, but what must yield to the wisdom, 
the power, the grace of Christ. It was the union 
of those several methods of conducting his divine 
mission that gave weight to each separately, and to 
the combined whole. Miracles without instruction 
might have amused, might have excited admiration 
and astonishment. But we know how very tran- 
sient and inefficient impressions of this sort are. 
The wonder ceases, it is driven out by a new 
prodigy, and this, in its turn, gives place to a third, 
and so on in succession, till extraordinary become 
mere common things, and no salutary effect is pro- 
duced. But when the person who has been trying 
to instruct me, and whose lessons J found wearisome, 
and treated with neglect, takes a kindly interest in 
me and my concerns, makes my health and comfort 
his own ; when he interposes seasonably, condescend- 
ingly, in behalf of myself, my child, my friend, 
my neighbour; and not only seasonably, but power. 
fully, effectually, in the way that far transcends the 
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usual course of things; when I behold my teacher 
and my benefactor to be one and the same, the same 
man who vouchsafed to point out truth and tell me 
my duty, giving sight to a man that was born blind 
and raising the dead to life, then the lesson comes 
with force to the heart and conscience. Nicodemus, 
the Jewish ruler, felt and acknowledged the irresis- 
tible power of this combination. He said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
“ from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
“ thou doest, except God be with him.” Thus the 
simplicity of doctrine is dignified and impressed 
by the lustre of miracle, and the effect of miracle, 
on the other hand, acquires permanency from the 
stability, importance, and uscfulness of the doctrine. 

The preaching of the Gospel is no longer support~ 
ed and confirmed by miracles. Granted. It is no 
longer necessary that it should. While supernatu- 
ral, external aid was necessary, such aid was come 
municated. In Jesus Christ, andin what he did» 
taught, and suffered, the Scriptures were fulfilled. 
He authenticated his commission by the seal of mira- 
cles. Under that seal he executed it; and that seal 
he transmitted to his immediate disciples, Under 
itthey acted, and the world was Christianized, 
Miracles have effected all that they were intended to 
effect, and the Gospel now rests on its own immove- 
able basis. What need of the formality of a scal to 
a writing which bears the impress of Deity on every 
line, on every letter? You call for miraculous proof 
of its divine original. That very call, in the nine- 
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teenth century from its first establishment, is the 
proof. Had it not becn the cause of God and truth, 
it must Jong cre now have ceased to be a subject of 
discussion. When the opposition of avowed enemies, 
and the treachery of pretended friends, are taken 
into the account, that Christianity should at all ex- 
ist, is the greatest wonder that ever was presented 
to the world. You cali for proof; it is at hand. 
What political, philosophical, mora} system ever 
lasted so long, or could boast so many prosclytes ? 
‘What system is so favourable to science, to intellec- 
tual, civil, moral improvement? Jntroduce the 
spirit of Christ, and despotism and slavery expire 
together; man is settled ona basis of equality which 
disturbs not the order of society, and a prospect is 
opened of a state of being in which all the disorders 
now prevalent shall be completely rectified. You 
call for proof; itis at hand. Go to hamlets and 
huts: look to empty scrips and cxhausted penury, 
to the field of painful, unproductive toil, and to the 
bed of languishing; see Rachael weeping for her 
ehildren because they are not, and David mourning 
ove: living, ungracious children. The sufferers re- 
pine not, they charge not God foolishly; they com- 
mit themselves to him who clotheth the lily and 
feedeth the raven; labour makes rest sweet, and 
hope puts a pillow under the drooping head; the 
heart is pourcd out before God, and the countenance 
is no wore sad, Is this no miracle? In what school 
of the philosophers are such Jessons taught? And 
let it be observed that these, and such as these, arc 
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not the glaring, splendid triumphs of Christianity, 
but its daily, noiseless, unobtruding, unostentatious 
operation. 

« Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 
believe.” Is miraculous proof of the divinity of 
the Gospel still demanded? It is at hand. By what 
instruments does the great Jehovah still support 
and extend the Mediator's kingdom ? By men them~- 
selves feeble, ignorant, forlorn like those to whom 
they minister: men standing in need of the self- 
same instruction, consolation, and support which 
they are called to administer to others: men, in 
general, as little qualified by natural endowments, 
or by the acquisitions of literature, to subvert the 
kingdom of Satan, and to build up that of Messiah, 
as the fishermen of Galilee were to shake the throne 
of the Cesars, and to restore that of David which 
was fallen down. It is in every age the same. 
“« Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is 
“ the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
*€ foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that, 
in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
“ preaching to save them that believe.” “ Who then 
“ is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every mau? 
J have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave 
* the increase. So then, neither is he that planteth 
“ any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that 
* giveth the increase.” We have this treasure in 
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“ earthen vesrels, that the excellency of the power 
§ may be of God, and not of us.” 

Still call for proof! What kind and degree of 
proof will satisfy or silence Infidelity? Shall the 
sun stand still and the moon be stayed? Are not 
the constant and uniform motions and appearances 
of those great luminaries an equal, or a superior 
demonstration of sovereign power and wisdom? 
Shall the shadow upon the sun-dial of Ahaz be ac- 
celerated or retarded ten degrees? What can it 
prove more than is done by a steady and regular 
progression? Thousands are fed miraculously, at 
once, by a few loaves and fishes, Is the miracle 
Jess which day by day feeds the innumerable tribes 
of the human race, by a process of vegetation, and 
of animal increase ? The producing hand is the same 
in both cases, the manner of production makes all 
the difference. Should one rise from the dead, will 
ye believe and repent? One has arisen from the dead; 
but Infidelity still holds out. And we must Jeave it 
to its consequences: “ If they hear not Moses and 
« the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though 
“one rose from the dead.” 

As thefevidence, so the doctrine of Christianity is 
the same that it was from the beginning. Whether 
to the Jew or to the Greek ; the preaching of John 
or of Christ himself, of the primitive disciples, or of 
the ministers of to-day, it is a “* testifying of repen- 
“tance toward God, and of faith toward our Lord 
‘* Jesus Christ.” From the beginning to the end of 
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the world, the call is, “Turn ye, turn ye, why 
** will ye die ?”—“ Bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
“tance.” The command and the promise are blended 
together : Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
* thou shalt be saved,” and theyare addressed equally 
to the jailor at Philippi, and to the multitudes at 
Jerusalem : “ Repent and be baptized every one of 
« you in the name of Jésus Christ, for the remission 
“ of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
“ Ghost.” The universality of guilt demands uni- 
versality of contrition and of reformation ; and there 
is but one * blood” that ‘ clcanseth from all sin ;” 
neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
“none other name under heaven given among men 
«© whereby we must be saved.” 

What other teacher, what other legistator, did not 
find himself under the necessity of suspending, of 
relaxing, of mitigating the severity of the law; of 
accommodating himself to times, tempers, and cir- 
cumstances ? Even Moses himself was obliged to 
temporize, and to connive at the breach-of the law, 
in favour of the hardness of the people’s hearts. But 
the great Christian Legislator has bet one unvarying 
inflexible code, for the prince and the peasant, for 
the noble and the ignoble, for the slave and his 
master. It alone suits all nations, all seasons, all 
situations. Among the other marks of Deity this is 
not the least. Christianity is a religion, not for this 
district or for that, but for the globe; not for the 
Jew or the Greek, but for mankind, and thus ap- 
proves itself to be of him who “hath made of one 
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“blood all nations of men. for to dwell on all the 
** face of the earth.” Nay more, Christianity is a 
religion for both earth and heaven, for time and for 
eternity. Its spirit is the spirit of love, and perfect 
love is the fulfilling of the law and the perfection of 
felicity. “ Now abidcth faith, hope, charity, these 
“ three ; but thegreatest of these is charity :” Where- 
fore? Faith and hope are adapted to a state of trial 
and suffering ; they imply doubt, difficulty, imper- 
fection: “but when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be donc away.” 
But aftcr the exercise of faith and hope has ceased, 
charity is arrived at its maturity; a maturity that 
knows no decay, Thus are “the spirits of just men 
« made perfect.” 

Once more we ask, Is the history which we have 
been reviewing, the history of a mere man? Is 
there nothing superior, nothing divine, in this mode 
of teaching and acting? What mortal could have 
engaged in such an enterprise, with such support, 
and have prospered? What human power and skill 
reach to the paralytic, the lunatic, the leper? What 
arm of flesh can control the prince of the power 
© of the air?” What eloquence of man can per- 
suade the rich, or the poor, to give up every thing? 
‘What tongue can say, with effect, to the wind and 
to the sea, “ Peace, be still?” If these are not 
proofs of a present Deity, what proof can be de- 
manded; what proof can be given, Our knees 
bow, our tongues confess, “ that Jesus Christ is 
« Lord to the glory of God the Father.” Amen. 
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LECTURE XV. 


Before the Administration of the Lord's Supper. 
LUKE X.17—22. 


‘And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even 
the devils are subject unto us through thy name, And 
he said unto them, I beheld Satau os lightning fall from 
heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to tread on ser- 
pents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstand- 
ing, in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; 
but rather rejoice, because your names are written in 
heaven. In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, 
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes: even so Father; for so it 
seemed good in thy sight, All things are delivered to me 
of my Father: and noman knoweth who the Son is, but the 
Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to 
whom the Son will reveal him. 


Wisk and good men have attempted to present 
an artificial’ arrangement of the several events re- 
corded in the history of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, or what they call a Harmony of the Gospels. 
It is both a pleasing and an useful amusement to 
ascertain the datcs and to settle the order of events; 
and labours of this kind merit high commendation, 
But the native majesty and simplicity of Scripture 
stand in no need of artificial arrangement. The 
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whole spiritual building is august and venerable, 
and each particular part has its peculiar beauty and 
excellency. To be assured that such things were 
done, is of infinitely higher importance than to 
determine the exact series of succession. Every 
line of the history of Christ is a radiant display of 
divine perfection ; every step he takes leaves an 
impress of benignity behind it. It was predicted 
concerning him, that he should be “ a man of sor- 
** rows and acquainted with grief.” But it was like- 
wise predicted, that he should “ sec of the travail of 
“ his soul and be satisfied.” The words which have 
been read contain the accomplishment of this last 
prophecy. In all our affliction he was afflicted: let 
us weep with him; and when he “ rejoices in 
“ spirit,” let us also “ rejoice with joy unspeakable 
“and full of glory; receiving the end of our faith, 
« even the salvation of our souls.” 

The followers of Christ had now increased to a 
great multitude. And need we wonder, if such 
doctrine, supported by such purity and dignity of 
character, and by such mighty works, had the 
power of attracting attention and respect wherever 
he went? “ ‘Phere followed him great multitudes of 
“ people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and 
“ from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and from beyond 
Jordan.” Out of those multitudes he selected 
first Twelve, with the peculiar designation of dis- 
ciples and apostles, to whom he imparted a por- 
tion of his Spirit and power: “ He gave them 
* authority over all devils, and to cure diseases, 
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“to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal 
“the sick.” Afterwards “he appointed other 
“ Seventy, and sent them two and two before 
“ his face into every city and place whither he him- 
self would come.” It was on occasion of the 
return of those Seventy, after having fulfilled their 
mission, and upon the report which they made of 
their success, that Jesys broke ovt into this holy 
rapture: “ In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and 
* said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in 
“thy sight.” Let us trace the process. 

The evangelist records, at full length, the com- 
mission granted to those seventy, but gives us no 
particulars respecting their progress. These must 
be collected from the account which they themselves 
give of it. The seventy returned again with joy. 
Every thinking man enters on a difficult or a hazar- 
dous enterprise with very mixed emotions. He feels 
the consequence attached to an arduous and impor- 
tant station ; he feels the pressure of responsibility, 
and the solicitude of general expectation pointed 
toward him. he animating stimulus of hope is 
repressed by the dread of miscarriage. It is a ter- 
tible thing to return foiled, disappointed, discom- 
fited. The eve of a battle is a season of solicitude. 
But when the conflict is over, when success is 
no longer doubtful, the soul enters into a state of 
perfect composure. Mournful is the reflection, “I 
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* have Isboured in vain, I have spent my strength 
“ fer nought, and in vain;” but how complete is 
the triumph of an apostle reviewing a successful 
ministry, and looking forward to the glorious re- 
compense of reward: ‘ I have fought a good fight, 
“ T have finished my course, I have kept the faith. 
* Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous 
« judge shall give me in that day.” Such was the 
triumph of the Seventy, having finished their cir- 
cuit of the cities of Galilee. 

They express peculiar satisfaction in reporting to 
their divine Master, that “even the devils were 
* subject to them, through his name.” It was 
matter of great joy to them, that their preaching 
had been acceptable and useful; that they had been 
the honoured instruments in his hand, to ‘ heal all 
« manner of sickness, and all manner of disease ;” 
to predispose the minds of men to receive the king- 
dom of God, by healing their bodies: but to pre~ 
vail against the great adversary who had so long 
tyrannized over the nations, leading them ‘ captive 
“at his will,” this filled up the measure of their 
joy. Atthe same time, they modestly disclaim all 
personal merit. They humbly ascribe the glory of 
all this wonderful success to the potent name of their 
almighty Lord. Jesus himself exercises underived 
power over universal nature. “ What a word is 
*¢ this!” exclaimed the astonished multitudes; “ for 
« with authority and power he commandeth the un- 
“clean spirits, and they come out:” but the 
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disciples have power, and prevail only through virtue 
communicated to them, “ Without me,” says he, 
“ye can do nothing;” and then is the believer 
most strong when he rests on imparted strength. 
Now those disciples were speedily to be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the carth, carrying with them 
the doctrine and the name, that is, the wonder-work- 
ing power, of their Master. Wherever, therefore, 
virtue accompanied that name, there was Christ 
himself present ; and of whom but of Deity can it 
be affirmed, that he is in more than one place, in 
many places, in all space at once? God challenges 
omnipresence as his own: “ Am I a God at hand, 
* saith the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can 
“any hide himself in sccret places that I shall not 
“see him? saith the Lord: do not I fill heaven 
* and earth? saith the Lord.” “ Though they dig 
“into hell, thence shall mine hand take them; 
‘though they climb up to heaven, thence will I 
“ bring them down: and though they hide them- 
* selves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take 
‘them out hence; and though they be hid from 
“ my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I 
“command the serpent, and he shall bite them.” 
The great Author and Finisher of our faith asserts 
to himself the same divine attribute, and connects 
with it perpetuity of duration, in the charge which 
he gave to his disciples before he ascended up into 
heaven; “ Go ye and teach a// nations ;” there is 
a claim of universal power and presence; and he 
adds the gracious assurance: “and lo, J am with 
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* you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Here 
are omnipresence and endless, unchanging existence 
united. When the viper dropped harmlessly from 
the apostle’s hand, in the island of Melita, there 
was the name, the presence, and the power of Christ. 
When Philip, in the desert of Gaza, preached 
« Jesus” to the Ethiopian eunuch, and converted 
him to the Christian faith, there was the name, 
the presence, and the power of Christ. When 
John, in the isle that is called Patmos, “ heard 
‘@ great voice, saying, I am Alpha and Omega,” 
there was the name, the presence, and the 
power of Christ. That presence, my brethren, we 
hope and trust, isin the midst of this worshipping 
assembly, and presiding over it; is to consecrate 
that table and those elements of bread and wine; 
is to sanctify and ennoble our communion and fel- 
Jowship. But it is not confined to this place. It 
is at this moment diffusing light and Sife and joy 
over myriads of worshippers in the east, in the west, 
in the south, in the north. It is “ the confidence 
‘© of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are 
*t afar off upon the sea.” “In all places where I 
“ record my name E will come unto thee and bless 
thee.” “« Where two or three are gathered together 
‘in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
This subjection of the devils to the disciples, 
through the name of Christ, Jesus in his reply con- 
templates as the beginning of Satan’s complete 
and final overthrow, as a step toward the total sub- 
version of his kingdom. “ He said unto them, I 
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“ beheld Satan as lightaing fall from heaven : when 
“ I sent you forth armed with my cominission, and 
“furnished you with power to excente it, I saw 
* swift destruction, overteking the destroyer. You 
“have begun a conquest which I ain proceeding to 
“accomplish. You have subjected his mischievous 
“ agents. I shall ¢ bruise Satan himself under your 
“ fect shortly.’ His usurped dominion, as ‘ the 
“ God of this world,’ as ‘ the prince of the power 
& of the air,’ as ‘ the ruler of the darkness of this 
“ world,’ is hastening to expire. Rooted, esta- 
“ blished as it may secm to be, it shall vanish in a 
“ moment, rapid as a flash of lightning which disap- 
“ pears before it is well seen.” The expression is in 
use with both the sacred and profane authors. The 
downfall of the king of Babylon is, by the prophet, 
represented under this bold imagery: “ How art 
“ thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
* morning! how art thou cut down to the ground!” 
The Roman orator says of Antony, “ Thoy hast 
« dragged down thy colleague from heaven ;” and 
when Pompey the Great was hurled from his proud 
pre-eminence, Cicero represents him as having 
*¢ fallen from the stars.” The time to favour a dark. 
ened, enslaved world was now come, and Jesus 
triumphs in the near prospect of the conversion of 
the gentile nations “ from darkness to light, and 
“ from the power of Satan unto God.” 

The former mission of the Seventy was limited 
to “ the cities and places, whither he himself would 
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“ come ;” now their sphere is enlarged, and with 
an extended commission, fresh assurances are given 
of divine protection wherever they went. “ Behold 
""T give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
* scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy ; 
“and oothing shall by any means hurt you.” After 
the resurrection from the dead, an unbounded 
career is set before them; the vast globe is spread 
out as the scene of action, the whole human race, 
through all ages and generations, is the grand object 
ef the gospel ministry, and powcrs adequate to the 
undertaking are granted. ‘Go ye into all the 
“world, and preach the Gospel to every living 
“ creature "— and these signs shall follow them 
“that believe: In my name shall they cast out 
“ devils ; they shall speak with new tongues; they 
“shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
“ deadly thing it shall not hurt them: they shall 
“Tay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” 
Here, every obstruction is removed, all opposition 
dies, every enemy is subdued, and the Scriptures 
are fulfilled, which say: * Every valley shall be 
* exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
“low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
* the. rough places plain:” ** Thou shalt not be 
“ afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day, nor for the pestilence that 
* walketh in darkness, nor for the destruction that 
‘* wasteth at noon-day.” ‘ Thou shalt tread upon 
* the lion and adder; the young lion and the dra- 
* gon shalt thou trample under feet.” Thus was 
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the serpent’s head bruised, and the triumph of the 
Redeemer completed. Compare spiritual things 
with spiritual, the commission of the great Head of 
the Church with the execution of it, the promised 
support of the apostles with what they were enabled 
actually to achieve, as the facts stand recorded in 
the book of their acts. 

But Jesus points out tohis disciples a purer source 
of joy than even a grant of miraculous powers could 
bestow. It was highly honourable and unspeakably 
grateful to be invested with authority to controt 
evil spirits, to cure inveterate distempers and quick- 
en the dead, and to enjoy perfect personal security 
amidst snares and dangers and the shadow of death, 
to speak with tongues and instruct the ‘ignorant. 
But these and other choice gifts of God have been 
conferred on the unworthy. Great talents are not 
always sanctified to the possessor. Beneficial to 
others they may be unprofitable or even pernicious 
to the man himself. He may speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels ; le may have the gift 
of prophecy, aud understand all mysterics and all 
knowledge ; he may have all faith so as to be able 
to remove mountains; he may lay out his whole es- 
tate in works of charity, and even submit to suffer 
martyrdom, and after all remain destitute of that 
principle which alone admits into the kingdom of 
heaven. The magigians of Egypt performed wou- 
ders, but they served only to harden the heart 
against God. Balaam was a true prophet, but “he 
* loved the wages of unrighteousness ;” he knew 
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and approved the better course, but he deliberately 
persevered in the worse. Simon had the art of be- 
witching the people of Samaria with sorceries; “ to 
*¢ him they all gave heed, from the least to the great- 
“est, saying, This man is the great power of God.” 
“ He himself believed also, and was baptized,” but 
his “heart was not right in the sight of God ;” he 
was still “in the gall of bitterncss, and in the bond 
« of iniquity."—“ Not cyery one that saith unto me, 
“Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
* heaven; but he that docth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. Many will say to mein that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
“name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and 
“in thy name done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
© depart from me, ye That work iniquity.” Where 
God has bestowed much he will expect much, and 
in proportion to the number and value of the gifts re- 
ceived is the account that must be given. Who was 
equally honoured with the apostle of the gentiles, by 
extraordinary communications from heaven? bat 
‘it is not expedient for me,” says he, * to glory ;” 
of myself I will not glory, b bat in mine infirmities.” 
In what then docs a Paul, in what does every be- 
liever, chiefly rejoice and glory? In the composing 
teflection, My name is written in the book of life.” 
“ T know whom I have believed, and I am persuaded 
“ that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
“ mitted unto him against that day.” Hence- 
* forth there is laid up for me e crown of righteous 
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“ ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
‘give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
* unto all them also that love his appearing.” Com. 
pared to this, what a poor trifle it is for a man to 
know that his name is in an opulent testator’s will 
for a splendjd bequest, were it even the reversion of 
a kingdom? This is that “peace of God which 
“ passeth all understanding, which shall Keep the 
“ heart and mind through Christ Jesus,” and which 
the world can neither give nor take away. 

This is “the hour,” the eventful hour, when 
« Jesus rejoiced in spirit :” the hour when the great 
Sovereign of the, universe was subjecting spiritual 
wickedness to human agents, and perfecting praise 
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings ; when all 
the glories of the kingdom of heaven unveiled them- 
selves to his view, and the nations of the earth hast- 
ened into it, The scenes of sorrow and suffering 
‘which must intervene are absorbed in contemplat- 

ing the blessed effects which they were to produce. 
“ In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I 
“€ thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
“ that thou hast hid these things from.the wise and 
“ prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even 
“90, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.” 
Here we behold our great pattern setting us the ex- 
ample of referring every thing to God, as the first 
cause and the last end of all; who acts by his own 
Puncontrollable, inexplicable supremacy, and with a 
view to his own glory. But we are not to under- 
stand our Lord as giving thanks that “ the wise and 
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“ prudent” were kept in a state of ignorance re- 
specting the things of God, but that while they were 
so, while they remained under the power of wilful 
blindness, it had graciously pleased God to manifest 
these things to the comparatively simple and illite- 
rate. We have a similar mode of expression, and 
which falls under the same mode of interpretation 
in the Epistle to the Romans, vi. 17, where the 
apostle says: “ But God be thanked that ye were 
the servants of sin :” meaning obviously, “ that 
“ although, that whereas, ye were the servants of sin, 
s* ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 
‘which was delivered you:” So here, “I thank 
* thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
« while the wise in their own conceits, and the pru- 
“dent in the estimation of the world, neglect and 
“ despise the things which belong to their peace, 
“ their all-importance is discerned, felt, prized, and 
* improved by persons lowly in their own sight, con- 
“ temptible in the eyes of men, but estimable in the 
“ eyes of Him who ‘resisteth the proud, but giveth 
*€ grace unto the humble.’” 

Jesus ascribes to the Father universality of do- 
minion, under the title of “ Lord of heaven and 
*earth;” and he resolves all creatures and all 
events into divine sovereignty: “ Even so, Father; 
« for so it seemed good in thy sight.” * He giveth 
“ not account of any of his matters.” “ He doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven and® 
“among the inhabitants of the earth; and none 
« qan stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
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* thou?” That which is good in the eyes of man 
is frequently a sore evil; but that whichgis good in 
the sight of God must be ggod in itself, and when 
Deity shall have executed the whole plan of his 
providence, the myriads of his’ saints and angels 
shall with one voice proclaim, ‘“ All is good.” 
“ Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
“unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, for ever and éver.” 

Having made this ascription of universal power, 
authority, and property, to the Father, he represents 
himself as invested in an equal extent of dominion, 
as sole and sovercign administrator of the world 
which he made, which he upholds, and which he 
came to redeem. “ All things are delivered to me 
“ of my Father.” God is “ Lord of heaven and 
“earth.” Now these two words imply all space, 
with all the beings which inhabit the worlds “ visible 
“and invisible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
* minions, or principalities, or powers.” To the 
utmost extent of the words, therefore, and of their 
import, the sovereiguty of God Redeemer extends, 
and it is asserted and ascribed neither in a single 
passage, nor in‘ doubtful terms. ‘ All power,” says he 
in another place, ‘is given unto me in heaven 
and in carth:” “ authority to execute judgment 
s¢ also ;” ‘* power over all flesh, to give eternal life.» 
¢ The Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
* them ; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 
“ For the Father judgeth no man; but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son; that all men 
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“ should'honour the Son, even as they honour the 
« Father.” sNow this is either mere pretension, un- 
founded as that of the alevil over * all the kingdoms 
“of the world, and the glory of them,” or it is a 
claim of right: and who but God can support such 
aclaim? Who but God can possess and exercise 
the power of quickening the dead, of executing 
judgment upon all, not only according Jo their 
works, but according to thcir most secret thoughts, 
and of bestowing eternal life? Is a creature, a mere 
man like ourselves, to be entrusted with, is he 
capable of managing, such an empire? No? Where 
all power, then, is lodged, there is Deity; ‘in 
that he put all in subjection under him, he left 
* nothing that is not put under him.” Behold, 
Christian, and rejoice in spirit, the powers of dark- 
ness prostrate under the feet of the Prince of Peace: 
Ile “ maketh his angels spirits, his ministers a 
“ flaming fire,” and “ age they not all ministering 
§ spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
“ heirs of salvation ?” Behold the heathen given bim 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for a possession: “ He must reign, until he 
“hath put all enemies under his feet.” We, my 
beloved brethren, are part of the aif things which 
are delivered by the Father unto the Son; and the 
precious deposit is securely placed: Thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me:—those that thou gavest 
me I have kept, and none of them is “ lost:” and 
you are going this day solemmly to deliver up your- 
selves to him, to be taught by his Spirit, to be 
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governed by his laws, to be protected by his arm, 
to be supplied by his providential care ; therefore 
“ye are not your own, for ye are bought witha 

price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's.” 

It is added, * and no man knoweth who the Son 
is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but 
“the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal 
him.” That is, the nature, excellency, and dignity 
of the Godhead can be known ouly by Deity. God 
is infinite in all his perfections, but in contemplat- 
ing infinity all created understanding is lost. This 
reciprocal knowledge of the Father and of the Son 
is itself a mystery inscrutable, for it presents at once 
plurality and unity; which human reason sinks 
under, ‘ No man hath scen God at any time; the 
* only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
«“ Father, he hath declared him.” If man has been 
enabled to form any right notion of God, he is 
indebted for it to the revelatiomof Jesus Christ the 
Son of God. That revelation has unfolded God's 
purpose and grace, before the world began. That 
revelation has explained the history of Providence 
through ages and generations past. That revelasion 
has digclosed an eternal duration to come, for un- 
folding, in endless succession, the inexhaustible 
treasure of the knowledge of “ the only true God, 
*tand Jesus Christ whom he hath sent.” Every 
past, every present, every future discovery of the 
divine counsels, arf of their execution, is the 
operation of the Breat Light of the world; “ for 
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« God, who commanded thelight to shine out of 

“ darkness, hath shined in our hcarts, to give the 

“ tight of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
* 4 face of Jesus Christ.” 

If such were the honour and the power conferred 
on the Twelve and on the Seventy simple Galileans ; 
if through the grace of Christ they not only exceeded 
the attainments of science, and the operations of 
art, but exercised authority over the devil and his 
angels, then what may not man become? what 
bounds shall be set to the progress of an immortal 
being : ‘the new man, which after God is created 
“in righteousness and true holiness?” The eye of 
sense discerns a frail child of dust, sinking under a 
load of growing infirmity; “ in heaviness through 
« manifold temptations;” “ through fear of death sub- 
« jected to bondage.” The eye of faith beholds in 
that same forlorn creature, one hastening unto the 
resurrection of the dead, about to assume a glorious 
body fashioned aftea the similitude of that of a risen 
and glorified Redeemer, arising ‘“ to meet the Lord 
“in the air,” triumphing over death, and “ him 
*¢ who has the power of death,” “ with open face, 
“ beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
“ and changing into the same image from glory to 
“ glory.” 

Christ has taught us, my brethren, to resort to 
the radical source of consolation ; “ rejoice, because 
* your names are written in heaven.” It is a plea- 
sant and an honourable feeling»to take complacency 
in an illustrious or even reputabfe descent; to re- 
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fiect on the attainment of eminence of station by 
eminence in talent; to contemplate wealth earned 
by industry and fair dealing. But these, and such 
advantages as these, ate transient. They may be 
marred and embittered by untoward circumstances. 
But to meditate on an inalienable, unalterable good 
running through the whole progress of duration, in- 
creasing continually in lustre and value; to think. 
that all is the free gift ofa Father, whose love is 
not liable to change, whose bounty is inexhaustible, 
whose power sustains the worlds visibleand invisible, 
and whose existence is from everlasting to everlast- 
ing; this soothes the soul to peace, this sweetens the 
bitterest morsel, this quenches the flame of the fiery 
trial, this disarms the king of terrors. “These things 
“ saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and 
“ the seven stars.”—“¢ He that overcometh, the same 
“ shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not 
* blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
* confess his name before my Father, and before his 
“engele ” 

The highest privileges which Christianity confers, 
and the fairest prospect which it opens, powerfully 
recommended the spirit of humility. Is thy name 
written in heaven? What hand wrote it there? 
Might not the hand that wrote blot it out again? 
Has not thy own right hand made many a dreadful 
attempt to erase the signature? If it has found a 
place on that hallowed page, if it has been permit- 
ted to remain there; if % has not in fatherly displea- 
sure been for ever obliterated, itgis all of free sover- 
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eign grace. Art thou an heir of “ akingdom which 
** cannot be moved ¢” it is “ your Father's good plea- 
sure togive you thekingdom :” have grace, whereby 
you may “serve God acecptably, with reverence 
* and godly fear.” ‘The highest and the holiest are 
also the humblest of beings. With whom docs 
“the high and lofty One that inhabiteth cternity, 
“ whose name is Holy,” delight to dfell? “ With 
* him who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to re- 
“ vive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
‘ heart of the contrite ones.” He who is most humble 
has the greatest similitude to his divine Master, 
and to be like Christ is to possess the highest glory 
which the creature is capable of attaining. “ Learn 
“ of me,” sayshe, not towalk upon thewater or rebuke 
the wind, not toopen the eyes of the blind or quicken 
the dead, but * learn of me: for I am meek and lowly 
“in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 

« Jesus rejoiced in spirit,” as he contemplated 
the rise, the progress, the consummation of his 
kingdom, and the correspondent downfall of the em- 
pire of sin and Satan. He is the same who wept 
over the grave of Lazarus, who “ groaned in the 
“ spirit and was troubled,” in sympathy with the 
woe of others; the same who beheld the devoted 
city, “ and wept over it;” the same who in the 
agony of Gethsemane exclaimed, “ My soul is ex- 
“ceeding sorrowful, even unto death.” Let our 
sorrows and joys flow from the same sources with 
his, Are the ravages of tinfe antl death presented to 
our view, or the st#ll_ more dreadful ravages, which 
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issue in death, committed by “ the carmal mind 
“ which is enmity against God,” and hatred to mau? 
Are we the spectators of the progress of moral cor- 
ruption from evil to worse, till all is lost? Can we 
behold it unmoved? “ Fools make a mock at sin,” 
but every serious spirit is very differently affected. 
*T beheld the transgressors,” says the Psalmist, 
“ and was grieved: Lecause they kept not thy word. 
“ Rivers of waters run down mine eyes; because 
“they keep not thy law.” On the other hand, how 
delightful is it to mark the progress of goodness: 
“the path of the just as the shining light, that 
“ shincth more and shore unto the perfect day;” to be- 
hold “a brand plucked out of the fire,” a soul saved 
from death, an heir born into the kingdom of God! 
This causes “joy in heaven, in the presence of the 
“angels of God.” ‘This is that “travail of his soul,” 
which the Redeemer “ shall see, and shall be satis. 
“fied.” This is the dawning of that eternal day 
when “ the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
-“ come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upoa 
“ their heads; they shall obtain joy and jjladness, and 
“sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” That we 
all may be found in that company, partake of that 
joy, assist in raising those songs, may God of his in- 
finite merey grant, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayer in consecrating the Elements. 


We thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, for all thy inexpressible, all thy incon- 
ceivable goodness to the children of men. Thou 
didst form the first human body of “ dust of the 
ground,” and thou didst breathe into man the 
breath of life, and he became a living soul, capable 
of knowing, of admiring, of loving, and of enjoy- 
ing the glorious excellencies of the Divine nature. 
Under thy creative benediction he increased, and 
multiplied, ‘and replenished the earth. But man 
that was in honour continued not. Sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin has passed upon all 
men. Nevertheless God, who is rich in mercy, 
pitied, and spared, and said, “ Deliver him from 
* going down to the pit; I have found a ransom.” 
To guilty man, driven out from Paradise, 2 door of 
grace opened, a dawn of hope arose. That dawning 
light, that day-spring from on high, through thy 
favour, waxed brighter and brighter, till it reached 
meridian splendour. The fulness of time came, when 
* God, who at sundry times, and in divers manners, 
* spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,” 
was pleased to speak “ unto us by his Son, the heir 
* of all things,” who “ made the worlds, being the 
“ brightness of his glory, and the express fnage of 
* his person, and upholding all things by the word 
“ of his power.” But he “ made himself of no re- 
* putation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
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«and was made in the likeness of men :”"—“ He 
“ was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows 
‘ and acquainted with grief:” and “ being found in 
*¢ fashion as a man, he humbled himeelf, and became 
“ obedient unto death, even the death of the cross,” 
and “ when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 
Which things the angels ““ desire to look into ;” 
let our souls rejoice and adore. 

To thee voluntarily-humbled, to thee highly-ex- 
alted Saviour our knees shall bow : that name which 
is above every name our tongue shall confess; “ the 
* love of Christ constraineth us:” * we love him, 
“because he first loved us:” And what proof, 
blessed Loyd, what proof of love art thou this day 
demanding of thine infinitely indebted creatures? 
Not to suffer the loss of all things, not to go to pri- 
son and to death, for thee, not to give our body to 
be burnt, not to give but to receive: ‘* Take and 
“ eat, Take and drink, Do this in remembrance of 
“Me.” Of a truth thy commandments are not 
grievous; thy yokeis easy and thy burden is light. 
Draw us, we Will run after thee; these are cords of 
aman, these are bands of love. We hear the com- 
mand and we obey. We present our bodies 2 living 
eacrifice, which is our reasonable service. We 
devote the superior powers of our immortal ‘spirits 
to the contemplation of the great mystery of godli- 
ness, that we “ may be able to comprehend with 
“ all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ 
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“which passeth knowledge, and that we may be 
filled with all the faluess of God.” 

We employ, risen and exalted Redeemer, we em- 
ploy these elements of bread and wine as a memo- 
tial of thy dying love, bapause, in the near prospect 
of death, thou wert pleased, by giving thanks over 
them, to set them apart to this sacred purpose. We 
would, after thy example, look up to our Father in 
heaven, ‘and give thanks for all the blessings which 
they commemorate, for redemption through the 
blood of Christ, the forgiveness of sins according to 
the riches of free sovereign grace ; for the abolishing 
of death, and for all the exceedingly great and pre- 

‘cious promises, and the glorious prospects of life 
and immortality brought to light by the, Gospel. 

In thy name we solemnly separate from a com- 
mon to a hallowed use, so much of this bread and of 
this wine as we are now to employ in commemorating 
the death of Christ, his body broken, and his blood 
shed as a propitiation for the sin of the world, And 
over these sacred symbols we again solemnly dedi- 
cate ourselves unto thee, to be disposed of by thy 
providence, to be governed by thy laws, to be 
guided by thy Spirit, to be accepted through thy 
intercession. Thee having not seen we love; in thee, 
though now we see thee not, yet believing, we re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory ; receiv. 
ing the end of our faith, even the salvation of our 
souls. In thy presence we become witnesses to 
each other, and we call angels and men to witness, 
that we subscribe with our hand unto the Lord, in 
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trembling hope that our names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life among the living in the heavenly 
Jerusalem. And in this blessed hope we would, 
with one heart and voice, ascribe to God in Christ 
the kingdom, and the power, and theglory, now 
and for evermore, Amen. 


Address to Communicants at the Sacramental Table. 


To sit down at one table, to partake of the 
same fare, is the happiest view of domestic comfort 
and of friendly intercourse. The body and the 
mind are refreshed at once. The bond of union is 
strengthened and sweetened between the father and 
mother, between the parents and their children, 
among brothers and sisters, among kindred and 
friends, To the enjoyment of that pure and exalted 
felicity, my brethren, we are now invited; and 
with the prospects of immortality blend the endear- 
ing charities of human life. The great Master of 
our Gospel repast is not now indeed the object of 
sense, but he is assuredly with us, he contemplates 
with complacency our common faith and hope, our 
mutual affection. He rejoices in spirit while he 
beholds those for whom he died remembering his 
death, obeying his commandments, living wader 
the influence of his Spirit, advancing in his strength 
toward the kingdom of heayen. Him not having 
seen ye love, and ye look forward to the day when 
ye’shall be like him, for ye shall see him as he is. 
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Communicants, ye are elevated to the summit of 
an exceeding high mountain, but not by the’ spirit 
of delusion, to survey airy or earihly kingdoms, 
and a glory unsubstantial and transient; but by 
the spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind, to contemplate a kingdom which cannot be 
moved, a kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world, You survey an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away; not with the feelings of a Balaam, who beheld 
from the high places of Baal the goodly tents of 
Jacob, and the tabernacles of Israc], in which he 
had neither part nor Jot; nor with the emotions of 
a Moses, who from Pisgah viewed the land flowing 
with milk and honey, into which he must not enter; 
but with the confidence and composure of an 
Abraham, to whom God said ; “ Lift up now thine 
eyes, and look from the place where thou art, 
“northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
“‘ westward: Arise, walk through the Jand, in the 
* length of it, and in the breadth of it: for 1 will give 
“ it untothee;” but with the rapture of a Stephen, 
who expiring exclaimed: “Behold, & wee the 
‘ heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on 
“ the right hand of God.” That ye, Christians, may 
through grace be made partakers of the same divine 
consolation, we administer unto you, and partake 
with you, the commanded memorial of the sufferings 
and death of the Redeemer of Mankind. 

“The Lord Jesus, the same night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread ; and, when he had given 
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“ thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; this is 
“my body, which is broken for you: this do in 
“ remembrance of me.” _ 
How powerfully emphatical every word is! The 
read of nature, in order to become the aliment of 
the body, is bruised, and broken, and passes through 
the fire: ‘‘ The bread of life, which came down 
“from heaven,” says Chriet in his doctrine, “is 
“ my flesh, which I will give for the hfe of the 
** world.” * It pleased the Lord to bruise him ;” 
“he hath put him to grief:” behold him buffeted 
of wicked men, scourged, his head crowned with 
thorns, his hands and his fee pierced, his soul 
poured out unto death. And for what end? His 
body, my sinful fellow-creature, was “ broken for 
“ you.” “ He was wounded for our transgressions, 
© he was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement 
“ of our peace was upon him ; and with his stripes 
“we are healed. All we, like sheep, have gone 
“ astray; we lave turned every one to his way, 
® and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all” And what does he demand in return? Do this 
in remembrance of me. Blessed Jesus | if thou hadst 
bidden us to do some great thing, would we not 
have cheerfully complied? How much rather then, 
when the yoke of love is imposed? We come at 
thy call: “ We will remember the name of the 
** Lord our God;” “ © Lord our God, other lords 
% besides thee have had dominion over us; but by 
thee only will we make mention of thy name,” 
52 


Pd MISTORY OF [Leer XV. 


“« After the same manner also he took the cup, 
« when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 
“ testament in my blood, ¢this do ye, as oft as ye 
“ drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often 
“ as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
*¢ show the Lord's death till he come.” 

In drinking together, my Christian friends, from 
this cup, we joyfully acquiesce in the new, and better, 
and well-ordered covenant, “ ordained by angels 
* in the hand of a Mediator,” and “ established upon 
“ better promises ;” a covenant which makes provi- 
sion not only for human infirmity, but for the deepest 
and most malignaft guilt, and which affords not 
merely a temporary relief, but confers an unchange- 
able and everlasting security. ‘ This is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel, after 
those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws 
“into their mind, and write them in their hearts: 
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to 
* me a people: and they shall not teach every man 
“ his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
** Know the Lord, for all shall know me from the 
© least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to 
“their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
“ iniquities will I remember no more.” And what 
is the seal of this better covenant? It is before you, 
“ This cup,” says the Saviour, “is the new testament 
in my blood ;” the wine in the cup is a symbolical 
Tepresentation of my blood shed for the remission of 
sin. “Ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
“ corruptible things, as silver and gold; but with 
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« the precious blood of Christ, 2s of a Lamb with- 
* out blemish and without spot ;” “ slain from the 
*¢ foundation of the world,” and which “ cleahseth 
“us from all sin.” 

In celebrating this holy ordinance, we are not only 
more closely cementing the ties of nature and the 
bands of friendship among ourselves, but we are 
extending our communio# to the church of Christ 
universal, in the East and West, in the South and 
North; we are stretching out the right hand of fel- 
lowship over continents, over oceans, to give the 
salutation of brotherly-love to all who love our Lord 
Jesus; and to invite men of all’ colours and of all 
languages, to cast in their lot among us, and to 
take shelter with us under the shadow “of this 
“ great rock in a weary land,” to repose with us 
amidst “ the trees of life,” whose “ leaves are for the 
* healing of the nations.” 

But is not “ our fellowship with the Father, and 
*¢ with his Son Jesus Christ?” Is it not, then, with 
them who are drinking new wine in our Father's 
kingdom, with the spirits of just men made per- 
fect; with those whom on earth we loved; with 
those who have often eaten and drank with us at 
this table, and with whom we hope to eat and to 
drink at the table that is above, sitting down with 
them, and “ with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
“in the kingdom, of heaven?” Delightful refiec- 
tion! The employments of earth and heaven are the 
same ; the animating principle, the spirit af love, is 
the same ; the subject of their praise and the source 
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of their joy are the same, Unto Jesus Christ, 
* who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten 
* of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the 
“earth, Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
« from our sins in his own bluod, and hath made us 
“kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
“him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
« Amen.” 

The solemnity concludes with an intimation of 
Christ's second appearance, “As often as ye eat 
“ this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the 
“ Lord's death till he come.” “ Why trouble ye the 
“ woman?” said Christ to the indignant disciples, 
who gradged the waste of the ointment which she 
poured on his feet; “ for she hath wrought a good 
“ work upon me; for in that she hath poured this 
ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.” 
Her pious act embalmed the body for the grave : ours 
contemplates Jesus and the resurrection; ours looks 
forward to the day when ‘ the Son of man shall 
“come in the clouds of heaven with power and 
© great glory.” “ Yet a little while and He that 
* shall come will come, and will not tarry.” “ He 
* which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
“quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
“ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all, Amen.* 
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LECTURE XVI. 


JOHN I.1—11. 


And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and 
the mother of Jesus wasthere. And both Jesus was called, 
and his disciples, tothe marriage. And when they wanted 
wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? 
mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto the ser- 
vants, Whatsoeverhe saith unto you, doit. And there were 
set there six water-pots stone, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkina apiece. 
Jesus saith unto them, Vill the water-pots with water. And 
they filled them up to the brim. And he saith unto them, 
Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 
they bare it, When the ruler of the feast had tasted the 
water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was, 
(but the servants which drew the water knew,) the governor 
of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith untohim, Every 
man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when 
men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thon 
hast kept the good wine until now. This beginning of 
miracled did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth 
his glory; and his disciples believed on him. 


Ir Tequires no common degree of wisdom to make 
the transition from various situations, one to another, 
with dignity and propriety. The gravity and seri- 
ousness of deporgment that suits the temple go not 
suddenly melt away into the familiarity and ease of 
private life. Men are to act various parts, 


26t HISTORY OF [Lacr, KVL 


but often lack the skill to discriminate between cha~ 
racter and character. At other times the scene 
changes too rapidly, and the habit of the public per- 
sonage is scarcely laid aside, when the spirit of it is 
Tikewise shifted, and the man discovers that he is 
merely an actor. Difference of behaviour may un- 
doubtedly be assumed with change of place and of 
company, without incurring the imputation of hy- 
pocrisy ; but there if a radical character which the 
honest man never lays aside, whatever be the season, 
whatever the situation. He cannot indecd be gay 
and serious at the same moment ; but in the house 
of mourning he may be 4gd without sinking into 
depression, and in the house of feasting he may be 
cheerful without rising into levity. He can “ rejoice 
* with them that rejoice, and weep with them that 
“ weep,” without losing the firmness of his mind, 
or betraying inconsistency of spirit and temper. In 
truth, if you would be useful to men, you must ac- 
commodate yourself, where the rights of conscience 
do not interfere, to their cireumstances, and to the 
Jaws of decency and pradence. 

But where, alas! shall we find the man who is 
continually on his guard, who in every situation pos- 
sesses his soul, and governs his spirit, and keeps the 
door of bis lips? In vain we look for such a one 
among men of like passions with ourselves. But it 
js not for want of a perfect pattern, in the person of 
him who in all places, st all seaseas, and in every 
situation approwd hitnself the Son of God and the 
‘friend of men, Let thismnind be in you which also 
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was in Christ Jesus. He hath left us an example 
that we should follow his steps. Blessed Lord, we 
will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 

We have attended the great Teacher sent from 
God to the synagogue at Nazareth, and have heard 
him fulfilling the duties of that gracious office, by 
reading and opening up the Scriptures, and thus 
producing one species of evidence to the truth of his 
divine mission, the accomplishment of ancient, well- 
known and acknowledged prophecies concerning him- 
self, his person, his consecration to* the great work 
which he should come to execute, and the wonder- 
ful success with which it should be crowned. We 
have seen him with complacency receiving his dis- 
ciples on their return from a progress of preaching 
and healing, and of casting out devils; and rejoicing 
in spirit, as he contemplated the sudden and utter 
destruction of Satan's kingdom, and, on its ruins, 
the universal and everlasting establishment of his 
own. We are now to behold him exhibiting a dif- 
ferent kind of evidence, but calculated to produce 
the same effect, that is, a full conviction that Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God, and the Saviour of the 
world, namely, the display of miraculous powers, to 
support the truth of the doctrines which he taught. 
This “ Nicodemusga ruler of the’Jews,” felt and 
admitted. Rabbi,” says he, “we know tht thou 
“ art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
“him.” Ason the two great commandments, love 
to God and love to man, “ hang all the lawand the 
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prophets,” so on these two unmoveable pillars rest 
the whole fabric of Christianity. The fulfilling of 
prediction is a demonstration of the foreknowledge 
of Deity, ‘ declaring the end from the beginning, 
“and from ancient times the things that are not 
“ yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand and E will 
 doall my pleasure :” and of his truth and faithful- 
ness in bringing it to pasa, to an iota, to a tittle: and 
the working of miracles evinces the pfesence and con- 
currence of almighty power, which is able to support 
and to suspendy to control and to alter, the Jaws of 
nature, by a word, by an “J will.” Ifthe spirit and 
native tendency of thegospel betaken into the account, 
we shall find it to possess every character of Divinity 
that the heart of man could desire, or reason demand, 
or imagination figure. 

The period, and the place, and the occasion of 
Christ's first public miracle are all specified. It was 
the third day after the noted conversation that pass- 
ed between Christ and Nathanael, which is record- 
ed in the conclusion of the preceding chapter. There 
Jesus gave proof not merely of superior sagacity, 
but of 2 knowledge that discerns the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Nathanael, with all his guilt- 
less integrity, laboured under the common prejudice 
of the day, and had the vulgar pgoverb in his mouth, 
* Can-there any good thing come ont of Nazareth ?” 
He soon received conviction that there could, and 
that too the best of all things; for while he was yet 
speaking to Philip, Christ himself drew nigh to 
meet them, and instantly, in hearing of Nathansel, 
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pronounced a character of him which the searcher of 
hearts only could have unfolded: “Behold an Israel. 
“ ite indeed, in whom is no guile.” Nathdgeel, justly 
conscious of inward rectitude, finds himself at once 
feproved and detected. His sarcasm respecting 
Nazareth not retorted, but disarmed by receiving in 
return the honourable appellation of “ an Israelite 
“ indeed,” wasa keen reproof to an ingenuous mind; 
and to find himself minutely known to a stranger, 
must have inspired high respect for that stranger, 
not unmixed withawe. With astonishment he ex- 
claims, ‘ Whence knowest thou me?” The answer 
completely displays the character of the Nazarene: 
* Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast 
‘under the fig-tree, I saw thee.” Here“is an eye 
which at once penetrates into the heart, and marks 
minute, external, contingent circumstances, even 
to the species of plant under the shadow of which 
Nathanael, at a certain moment, happened to repose. 
The “ Israelite indeed” now resigns his prejudices 
and dismisses his doubts; wonder changes into ve- 
neration: ‘ Nathanael answered, and saith unto 
“bin, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the 
® King of Israel :” and thus another respectable dis- 
ciple'is added tothe school of Christ. 

Let not this be considered as foreign to the eub- 
ject of the present Lecture. Nathanael was, of 
course, one of the invited guests to celebrate the 
marriage at Cana of Galilee. He was there, within 
three days, to behold another species of demonstra- 
tion of his Master's divinity, that he might bear 
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witness to it. And it was fit that a man so candid 
and upright should be furnished with every kind of 
evidence, avhich could remove prejudice or subdue 
infidelity. He is not indecd hereafter mentioned in 
the gospel history, but it seems highly probable 
that a person of his description was specially called 
to take an active part in propagating the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Some commentators have supposed 
him to be the%ame with Bartholomew, one of the 
Twelve. * 

The place where the miracle exhibited the glory 
of the Redecmer was “Cana of Galilee,” perhaps 
to distinguish it from another city of that name in 
Celosyria, mentioned by Josephus in his Jewish An- 
tiquities. “It was situated in that part of the Holy 
Land, which, in the partition under Joshua, fell by 
Jot to the tribe of Asher; and stood on a river of the 
same name, which flowed through part of the inheri- 
tance of the tribe of Ephraim, into the Great Sea. 
It was hitherto a mere name, or a speck which 
might casually catch the eye as it wandered over the 
map of Palestine ; but Cana now acquired a celebri- 
ty which makes her to rank with the proudest of 
capitals, from an event which will transmit her name 
to the latest posterity. 

The occasion was a marriage solemnity. It is an 
institution of Heaven, nearly as old ag the creation: 
it was first celebrated in Paradise; God himself 
formed the union, presided over and witnessed the 
contract, and pronounced the nuptial benediction. 


This stamps a purity, a dignity, a permanency on 
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the ordinance, which man is bound highly to re- 
spect. The great Interpreter and Restorer of the 
Law, accordingly, puts honour upon the institution 
by his presence and countenance, and by contribut- 
ing to the comfort of the assembly convened on this 
happy occasion, by the charms of his conversation, 
and by a seasonable supply of one ingredient in a 
feast: and he afterwards vindicated the primitive 
sanctity of marriage from the irregularity fid im- 
purity which the hardness of the human heart had 
constrained even a Moses to permit, at least to con- 
nive at. ‘ Have ye not read, that he which made 
“ themat the beginning made them male and female; 
* and said, For this cause shall a man leave father 
“and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 
* they twain shall beone flesh. Wherefore they are 
“no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore 
© God hath joined together let no man put asunder.” 

John the Baptist incurred the imputation of being 
possessed with a devil, because he was a man of 
more austere manners, and of a more sequestered 
mode of living; because he “ came neither eating 
*€ bread nor drinking wine.” His divine Master, 
more gentle in deportment, more affable, accessible, 
and condescendiag, because he mixed with society, 
becausé he ‘came eating and drinking,” is by 
the self-same persons represented as “a gluttonous 
“man, and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans 
“and sinners,” Where there is a disposition to 
censure, no purity nor prudence can escape. No- 
thing can please the peevish children in the market. 
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place. If their fellows excite them to dance by the 
sound of the pipe, they are disposed to look grave 
and mourn: if their companions are in a serious 
mood, it is with them atime to dance. You can- 
not tell where to find them. It is not, at the same 
time, a mark of wisdom to brave the opmion of the 
world ; but woe be to that man whose conduct has 
no better regulator than either popular opinion, or 
the decisions of a self-constituted censor. Christ 
has by example taught his disciples to seek, and 
to take spportunities of being useful, whatever 
construction may be put upon it by malignant ob- 
servers, 

“The mother of Jesus was there,” apparently, 
as one of the family, who took an interest in the 
credit of her relations, and to assist in attending to 
the comfort and accommodation of the guests; for 
we find her watching over the expenditure of the 
provision, and devising the means of supply when 
it should fail. But Jesus and his disciples were 
among the persons especially invited. As the aim 
of the Evangelis: is simply to detail the circumstances 
relating to the miracle, every thing foreign to this is 
cuppressed. This remark is applicable to the sacred 
writers in general. They present the leading object 
in its strongest features, leave it to make its native 
impression, and pass from it without exclaiming, 
without parade, without a commentary. On the 
other hand, where minuteness of description and 
enumeration is necessary or of importance, all is 
examined with a microscopic eye, and beauties dis- 
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close themselves to closeness of investigation which 
the careless glance had overlooked. - 

Whether ‘the company had proved more nume- 
rous than was expected, or whether a provision too 
scanty had been made, but in the middle of the 
banquet, wine failed. Things which are in them- 
selves, and as far as man is concerned, merely con- 
tingeut, are predisposed and produced by a special 
interposition of divine Providence, to fulfil some 
valuable purpose. This little awkwardness of do. 
mestic arrangement furnished occasion for a grand 
display of almighty power. The deficiency was ob- 
served by the mother of Jesus, who communicated 
it to him as simply a remark of her own. But did 
not the communication partake of the nature of 
request, of expectation, of suggestion?’ “ They 
“ have no wine :” Is not this saying, Can nothing 
be done to save the credit of the family? They 
will suffer in the estimation of their friends, as 
too parsimonious at a season of festivity like the pre- 
sent, Canst thou find no supply? There mbst, 
undoubtedly, have been something offensive in her 
meaning or mode of expression, for she meets with 
areproof, And the mildest censure from such lips 
is a mark of displeasure. As to Nathanael before, 
so to Mary now, he gives proof that he could read 
in the heart what had not yet fallen from the 
tongue: “ Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have 
* Ito do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.” 
* Woman:” we are not to estimate the spirit and 
import of this term of address by the refinement of « 
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our modern ideas and manners. A British femalo 
of very middling rank would consider herself as 
very highly insulted to be thus abruptly accosted by 
an equal, from an inferior it would be intolerable, 
and even in a superior it would be resented. But 
it was the appellation by which princes addressed 
themselves to ladies of the highest rank, and which 
even slaves employed in speaking to their mistresses, 
for it marks respect not familiarity, And we have 
a demonstration in the present case, that it could 
imply nothing harsh or unkind, for it is Jesus who 
uses the word in speaking to his mother. On an 
occasion still more tender and interesting, when 
sovereign love was in its triumph, and dictated every 
expression ; when his cross was surrounded by some 
of the persons who witnessed the miracle of Cana 
of Galilee; this conversation took place: “ When 
Jesus, therefore, saw his mother, and the disciple 
standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his 
“ mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he 
“to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from 
“that hour that disciple touk her unto his own 
“home.” Here was the dying effusion of filial af- 
fection: “ Woman, behold thy son.” 

« What have [ to do with thee.” This has an air 
of severity, and probably was intended to check en- 
croachment. There is a point beyond which paren- 
tal authority itself must not-presume 10 go. At the 
age of twelve, excess of maternal solicitude reccived 
amild rebuke: “ Ilow is it that ye sought me? 
“ wist ye not that I must be about my Father's busi- 
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“ ness 2” Nevertheless “ he went down with them” 
from the temple, “and came to Nazareth, and 
“ was subject unto them.” But to the man of thirty 
even a mother must not presume to dictate, or so 
much as insinuate. The words of the original have 
by some been differently translated; and Jesus is 
made to say, in reply to his mother’s observation, 
“They have no wine,” “ Whatis that to me and 
“ thee!” What does it concern us whether there be 
wine or not? Such a question is little in the spirit 
of Christ, who took a condescending and an affec- 

tionate interest in alt the infirmities and distresses 
incident to humanity, and to whom nothing could 
be indifferent which tended to promote the comfort 
of others; and the sequel plainly shows, that he 
actually cherished those kind affections, and ex- 
pressed them in a manner peculiar to himself. -It is 
more natural to adopt our common version, consis- 
tent as it is with the same sense of the phrase in a 
variety of other passages. ‘ The devils coming out 
“ of the tombs exceeding fierce,” in the country of 
the Gergesenes, exclaim, “ What have we to do 
“ with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God?” Meaning evi- 
dently ; “ We are afraid of thee; let us alone; we 
‘ desire no acquaintance with thee: art thou come 
‘« hither to torment us before the time?” The seventy 
interpreters translate the Hebrew idiom in the same 
phraseology and spirit, in a great many passages, 
Thus Jephthah addressed the king of Ammon, 
«* What hast thou to do with me?” saying plainly, 
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“Twish no intercourse; we can have nothing in 
“common: wherefore should we go to war 
* together?” And thus, not to multiply instences, 
David said to Abishai, when he proposed to go over 
and, in cold blood, to cut off Shimei’s head, “ What 
* have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah?” “I 
“like not your spirit; I want no such triumph ; let 
* God's will be done; you are taking his work out of 
* his hand, and are deciding hastily when you ought 
to wait patiently.” This is entirely in the spirit of 
the passage before us.“ Woman, what have I to do 
“with thee?” ‘ Intrude not; prescribe not; I 
* know what is fit for me to do; all my movements 
“ are already settled.” In this view all is of a piece; 
all breathes the spirit of meekness; there is the ma- 
jesty of Deity, and there is the united firmness and 
mildness of the man, 

If there be avy thing like sternness in the ques- 
tion, * What have I to do with thee?” it is sunk 
in the solemn asseveration concerning himself: 
* Mine hour is not yet come.” ‘The hour of a man’s 
birth, of his baptism, of his majority, of his marriage, 
of his death, is an epoch of singular importance both 
to himselfand others. We measure time, we know 
ite value, and we trifle with it. With an experience 
of its necessary Japse, and with the certain knowledge 
that no moment can be responsible for the debt of 
its predecessor, having enough to do with itself, the 
thoughtless sons of men will be drawing on a day 
which they are never to see, and they sport with bor. 
yowed property as if it were their own, The wise 
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man, in the face of this reckoning of folly and mad- 
ness, states the just account of the expenditure and 
use of time: “ There is a season and atime to every 
“ purpose under heaven.” But we look up to Him 
who is wiser than the wisest, that we may learn to 
measure time, to understand the value of a day, 
and to improve the flying hour, which is gone, 
before we are sensible that it has come. 

* Mine hour is not yetcome.” It is an expres- 
sion applied to various events of Christ's life and 
ministry. When his unbelieving brethren urged 
him, by way of defiance, to go up to Jerusalem at 
the feast of tabernacles, and there make an open 
display of his miraculous powers, this was his 
reply: “ My time is not yet come—Go ye up 
unto this feast: I go not up unto this feast ; for 
* my time is not yet fall come:” intimating that all 
his movements and operations were regulated to a 
moment, and therefore could neither be hurried for- 
ward nor retarded. When he did go up to Jerusalem, 
and taught openly in the temple, though his plain- 
ness and fidelity gave much offence, it is remarked 
that “ no man laid hands on him; for his hour was 
“not yet come:” that is, the hour of his appre- 
hension, trial, and condemnation. When the devout 
Greeks, who had come to worship in the temple, 
desired an interview with him, Jesus said to his 
disciples ; ‘* The hour is come that the Son of man 
* should be glorified;” meaning the dawn of the 
Gospel day upon the gentile world. But while he 
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rejoiced in spirit, as he contemplated that auspicious 
hour, he saw it leading to another and a darker 
hour, the hour of suffering and death. The pro- 
spect spreads a transient cloud over the serenity 
of his mind, and he said: “ Now is my soul 
* troubled: and what shall I say ? Father, save nie 
* from this hour.” Thus far the man of sinless 
infirmity. But the cloud passes away, serenity is 
restored, and the hour of sorrow is lost in contem- 
plating the glory that should follow, the accomplish- 
ment of his heavenly Father’s purpose of mercy in 
the redemption of 2 lost world: ‘* but for this cause 
“came I unto this hour. Father, glonfy thy name.” 
When his “ time was full come that he should 
“ glorify God by his death, with heavenly composure 
« Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, the 
“ hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also 
“may glorify thee.” Thus every step of the 
Redeemer’s progress was weighed, measured, esta- 
blished by an antecedent counsel incapable of being 
overthrown or of failing. 

His mother, though reproved, is not wholly 
discouraged. She perceives that whatsoever he did 
must be done at his own time and in his own way, 
and therefore enjoins the servants carefully to attend 
to whatever he should say unto them. 

The ablutions, at this period, practised among 
the Jews, were carried to an absurd and supersti- 
tious excess. The law had indeed prescribed certain 
washings, which nature herself points out as condu- 
cive to health, cleanliness, and comfort; but tradition. 
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had multiplied these without end ; they had acquired 
an authority paramount to that of law, and the 
primary duties of life were sunk in an affected atten- 
tion to extemal parity. ‘“ The Pharisees,” says St. 
Mark, “ and all the Jews, exccpt they wash their 
“ banda oft, cat not, holding the tradition of the 
“elders. And when they come froin the market, 
* except tha wash they cat\not. And many other 
“things there be which they have received to 
« hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brazen ves- 
sels, and of tables.” This drew upon them a 
severe censure froin the lips of Jesus Christ. He 
charges them with the vilest hypocrisy, ‘ in teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandinents of men.” 
* For,” says he, “ laying aside the commandment 
‘of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the 
“ washing of pots and, cups: and many other such 
* like things ye do.” Full well ye reject the com- 
* mandment of God, that ye may keep your own 
*¢ tradition.” He then produces, as an instance, 
their open and avowed violation of the fifth precept 
of the decalogue, engraven by nature on the heart 
of man, and proclaimed from Sinai by the mouth 
of God. The unnatural child had but by a vow 
to devote his substance to a pretendedly sacred pur- 
pose, in order to be for ever released from all obli- 
gation to assist aged or decayed parents. Thds a 
punctilious attention to washing the body could be 
reconciled to a deliberate purpose of hardening the 
heart. These copious and frequent ablutions ac- 
count for the large provision of water made for the 
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marriage feast. “ There were set six water-pots of 
“ stone, after the manner of the purifying of the 
“ Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.” To 
pretend to ascertain the quantity, by the names of 
ancient measurement, would be nugatory and ab- 
surd. If the thing could be done, what profit 
would arise from it? Is it not well known that all 
the wisdom of the British legislaturgg though fre- 
quently exerted, has hitherto been unable to establish 
a standard of weights and measures for the southern 
division of this little island? The precise quantity 
is left in intentional obscurity, by the use of the in- 
definite expression two or three ; it is sufficient for 
us to know that the supply was very considerable. 
The expenditure of water, at this advanced period 
of the feast, must have been great. Jcsus deter- 
mined to make those partially exhausted vessels the 
medium of his inteaded miracle. To have reple- 
nished the empty wine vessels might excite suspicion 
of collusion; but into water-cisterns for purifying, 
wine never entered, and therefore no doubt could 
arise. He, then, who could have transformed the 
bottom of a dry cistern into a fountain of water, or 
of wine, at his pleasure, commands the servants to 
ill the water-pots with water. And they filled 
“them up to the brim.” 

‘The miracle is alresdy performed. By an unscen 
yoperceived energy; without a word spoken, with- 
out a gesture, by a simple act of the will, plain 
water is instantaneously converted into wine of the 
Aaest- quality, What dignified simplicity! what 
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unaffected majesty | A fact so very extraordinary is 
narrated with no more pomp of language than the 
most common process of nature. He now desires 
the attendants, hitherto the only witnesses of this 
wonderful change, to draw off some of the wine, 
and bear it to the governor of the feast, at the 
moment when the deficiency began to be felt. Thus 
every supply which comes immediately from the 
hand of Providence is at once seasonable, salutary, 
and excellent in its kind. What comes through 
the channel of men like ourselves must of necessity 
have a mixture of their impurity and imperfection. 
With us the master of the house is also the go- 
vernor of the feast. It is his concern to see that 
his friends be properly accommodated and supplied. 
But among the Jews an officer of this description 
was appointed to preside, whether elected by the 
company, named by the bridegroom, or constituted 
by public authority, whose business it was to pro- 
nounce a benediction on what was provided, and 
who, when the cup was blessed, first drank of it 
himself, and then passed it round the table. In 
compliance with this custom, Jesus directed the 
first-fruits of this miracle to be carried to bim to 
pass judgment. He instantly perceives the diffe- 
vence, though ignorant of the process; and in gar- 
prise addresses himself to the bridegroom, whose it 
was to prepare the entertainment, and to defray the 
expense, in these words; “ Every man at the be- 
“ ginning doth set forth good wine; and when men 
“have well drank, then that which is “worse: 
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“ but thou hast kept the good wine until now.” 
Though this too may not perfectly coincide with 
modern manners, it exhibits a picture of the com. 
mon practice in that country and in that age; and 
it Ied to a discovery of the whole mystery, and 
Jesus stood confessed the Son of God, the Lord of 
universal nature, the searcher of hearts, the ruler of 
elements, the friend and brother of mankind. ‘ This 
“ beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
“and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples 
“ believed on him.” 

Many and useful are the practical reflections which 
flow from this subject. Perinit me to suggest some 
of them. 

1. The religion of Jesus Christ embraces the 
whole circle of Duty. Duties arc of various orders 
and importance. Some are essential and indispen- 
sable, others are agreeable and ornamental ; as in a 
well-constructed edifice there are parts absolutcly 
necessary to its existence, and there are parts which 
might be removed indeed without affecting the soli- 
dity aud durableness of the fabric, but the removal 
would greatly impair its elegance and beauty: so 
in the scale of morals there are the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith; and there 
are obligations of an inferior order ; though highly 
important in the comuerce of human life; such as 
gentleness, courtesy, affability, sympathy. Of both 
ranks of duty our blessed Lord set the happiest ex~ 
ample. He mixed with mankind, he partook of 
their griefa and their joys, he sat down at their tables, 
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he assisted at their nuptial festivity, he indulged in 
the mutual endearments of friendship, he paid at- 
tention to little children, took them to his arms, and 
blessed them. Disciple of Jesus, go thou and do 
likewise. Ill does it become thee to be stately, and 
distant, and reserved, and ungracious, when he 
was so meek and condescending. There are certain 
austere Christians who will on no occasion, and on 
no account, descend from the pinnacle of their dig- 
nity, and who render religion disgusting to others 
by the harshness of their manners, and a severe, 
morose, ungainly deportment. This they cannot 
have learned of Christ, nor at his old school. Will 
they vouchsafe to take a lesson from the apostle 
Paul, who understood his own real dignity as well 
as any man? ‘ Mind not high things, but con- 
** descend to men of low estate.” And I beg leave 
to add, from him: “ Be not wise in your own con- 
“ ceits.” 

2. Jesus himself was all purity and perfection, 
but the mother of Jesus was subject to culpable in- 
firmity. She incurred censure oftener than once, 
and therefore js not to be looked up to as a perfect 
model, much less to receive the adoration which is 
due to Deity alone. It is one of the most humiliat- 
ing views of human understanding, to behold it so 
far degraded as to think of approaching the great in- 
tercessors and friend of mankind, through the intér- 
cession of another. “ There is one God,” saith the 
Scripture, and one ‘‘ Mediator between God and 
** men, the man Christ Jesus.” No, saya popery, 
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you must have a Mmediatrix between you and that 
Mediator; nay, one armed with authority to con- 
trol. and command him. The mind turns away 
with horror from the blasphemous suggestion. The 
rights of parents have a boundary, both as to extent 
and duration, the authority of God knows ne limit, 
and never can expire. When his voice is heard, that 
of nature must be suppressed. The duties of the 
public character must absorb the feelings of the private 
individual. We may warrantably lay before our 
compassionate Redeemer our most secret thoughts, 
and pour out our hearts before him in prayer and sup- 
plication, in perfect submission to his will; but we 
must not presume either to prescribe tohis providence, 
or to arraign his conduct. He doeth all things wise- 
ly and well. 

a. Every creature of God is good, and nothing to 
he refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: for 
* it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.” 
Whether therefore God supplies the good things 
of life in the ordinary course of nature, or by a spe- 
cial interposition of his almighty power, they are 
liberally bestowed, they are the bounty of a Father, 
to be used,,to be enjoyed. When God placed our 
grand progenitor in the terrcstrial paradise, the par- 
ental grant was large: ‘ Of every tree of the garden 
“ thou mayest freely eat ;” but with one single reser. 
vation ; “ But of the tree of knowledge of good and 
“ evil thow shalt net cat of it: for in the dey that 
“ thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” We 
are stilt on the same footing, in a world which has 
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indeed ceased to be a paradise, but which, never- 
theless, is still abundantly stored with every thing 
necessary, convenient, and comfortable for man. The 
grant is still as liberal: ‘‘ The good of the land is 
‘ before you :” take, thou mayest freely eat, freely 
drink. But, mark the reservation, still indiapensa- 
ble as ever, eat, drink, in moderation, to the sup- 
portand refreshment of the body, not its depression 
and derangement. To a certain bound this is cor- 
dial, salutary, nutritive ; beyond, its nature changes, 
it becomes a deadly poison. Satisfy thyself with 
knowing its good, and venture not to make trial of 
its evil. Did Jesus convert water into wine, that 
he might minister fuel to excess? The thought is 
impious. As well might a bountiful Providence be 
charged with the gluttony, the drunkenness, and all 
the other sensual lusts in which men indulge them- 
selves, because it “gives us rain from heaven 
“and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food 
“and gladness.” The miracle of Cana of Galilee, 
as all those which our Lord wrought, was a mirgcle 
of goodness; it provided a supply of a necessary of 
life, to a family in moderate circumstances, and 
which lasted them, I doubt not, for many days; it 
was the repayment of a debt of friendship and hospi- 
tality in a manner peculiar to himself: and it was a 
manifestation of his glory in the eyes of his disciples, 
who bad far other thoughts than that of abusing 
their Master's bounty ; “ they believed on hie.” 

4. We have said that this and all our Saviour’s 
other miracles were miracles of goodness: We now 
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add, They wer®eall disinterested. He here gave 
proof of sovereignty uncontrollable. It was exer- 
cised to supply the temporal wants of a few, and to 
minister to the everlasting consolation of myriads. 
But “ Christ pleased not himself.” What might not 
his power have commanded, of all that is exquisite 
on the earth, in the air, through the paths of the 
sea? But though an hungered, he will not command 
stones to be made bread for his own use ; if he mi- 
raculously multiply a few loaves and fishes, it is to 
feed a starving, fainting multitude. If he makes 
the sea tributary, it is at one time to compensate the 
painful labour of poor men, who had “ toiled all 
* nighg and taken nothing ;” at another, to prevent 
offence by paying his tribute money. Fish broited 
ona fire of coals, and a morsel of bread, are the 
simple farc on which he and his disciples dine,” 
even “after that he was risen from the dead.” 
“ Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests ; 
“but the Sog of hath not where to lay his 
head." They tlt wear soft clothing are in 
“ king’s houses :” His clothing was not worth divid- 
ing among 2 few of the basest of mankind: His 
raiment, his lodging, his fare, were all of a piece. 
And is the servant greater than his lord? To the 
poor the Gospel is preached. and to the poor the 
example is set, the example of contentment with a 
low condition, of meek submission to hardship, of 
superiority to the vanities and luxuries of this world, 
of self-government and self-denial. His “ modern 
disciples have been accused of love of ease and in- 
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dulgeace, of fondness for dainties and delicacies, of 
aiming at power and pre-eminence. If the im- 
putation be just, it is tobe lamented: and Christians 
of every rank and denomination are concerned, as 
far as in them lies, todo it away. If it be ill-found- 
ed, it must be borne as part of the reproach of Christ; 
and his disciple must bear in mind that he is bound 
by the law and by the practice of bis divine Master, 
not only to abstain from all evil, but from all appear- 
ance of evil. 
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LECTURE XVII. 
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And he arose out of the synagogue, and cnteréd into Simon's 
House : and Sitnon’s wife’s mother was taken with a great 
fever; anit they besought him for her. And he stood over 
her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her. And immediately 
the arose, and ministered unto them. Now, when the sun 
was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases 
brought them unto him ; and he Jaid his hands on every one 
of them, and healed them. And devils also came out of 
many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ, the Son of 
God. Andhe, rebuking them, suffered them not to speak : 
for they knew that he was Christ, And when it was day 
he departed, and went into a desert place; and the people 
sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he 
should not depart from them, And he ssid unto them, I 
oust preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for 
therefore amI sent, And he preached in the synagogues of 
Galilee. 


THe religion of the Gospel is adapted to every 
possible condition of life; for it is adapted to the 
nature of man, who, with the variation of a few cir- 
cumstances, is the same universally, and in evcry 
age. There is the difference of colour and speech, 
the difference of climate and soil, the difference of 
high and low, of rich and poor; but still it is man, 
with all his excellencies and imperfections, with all 
hie capability of degradation and of improvement, 
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with all his propensities to evil and to good. Christ- 
ianity takes him up as he is, and undertakes to make 
him what he ought tobe. “Can the Ethiopian 
“ change his colour, or the leopard his spots ?” No, 
replies nature, I gave that colour, I painted those 
spots! but I cannot undo my own work. He that 
js black must, for me, continue black still; that 
which is spotted must be spotted still. But the 
grace of the Gospel unfolds a mystery which it is 
beyond the reach of nature to solve. It transforms 
that which was as scarlet into the whiteness of snow, 
what was red like crimson into the colour of wool. 
* Can these dry bones live?” Yes, at the word, and 
by the Spirit of the Lord. Miracles like these the 
Spirit of Christ is exhibiting every day. Do we not 
see: O that the spectacle were more common! Do 
we not see loftiness of station united to lowliness of 
mind: a hard lot to a contented spirit ; the fulness 
of this world to the exceeding riches of the grace of 
God? 

‘When the Son of God came for the salvation of 
a lost world, “ verily he took not on him the nature 
“ of angels.” - But more wonderful still! he united 
the divine nature to the human, and thereby became 
at once an object of supreme adoration, and a fami- 
liar instructor, What he said and did as the Lord, 
* wise io heart and mighty in strength,” we imust 
ever contemplate at an awful distance, admiring, 
venerating, what we cannot find out unto perfection, 
and which we are still more incapable of imitating. 
But in what he said and did as a man, we behold a 
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pattern most amiably simple; most powerfully im- 
pressive, most consummatively perfect. In vain do 
we look any where else for that steadiness and uni- 
formity of character which alone can merit the dis~ 
tinction of being proposed as an example, Whom 
else can we with safety follow in every thing? In 
the most perfect of mere men, while there is much 
to respect and to commend, there is ever a some- 
thing to blame and to regret; some fault of temper, 
some inconsiderateness of expression, some inconsis- 
tency of conduct. But in our divine Master all is 
estimable, uniform, and consistent. He presents 
one and the same character in solitude and in society, 
in the synagogue and in domestic retirement, at a 
marriage feast and before the tribunal; displaying 
anative dignity undebased by an infusion of ineo- 
Tence, condescension pure from servility, fortitude 
without ferociousness, sensibility without affectation, 
the sublimity of devotion with the perfect ease of 
friendship. 

In the last Lecture we attended this friend of 
mankind to the celebration of a marriage soleinnity, 
aud beheld him partaking of the pure delights of 
friendly and domestic intercourse, mingling with 
his kindred and with the disciples whom he hed 
chosen; and while he miraculously ministered to 
their wants, as the great Ruler and Lord of nature, 
we observe him, #s bone of their bone and flesh of 
their ficsh, sympathizing in their joys, adopting 
their solicitudes, their wants and expectations, and 
Joining in their conversation. Thus he tacitly and 
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obliquely reproves that haughty reserve, that un- 
bending stateliness, that ungracious distance from 
men, which frequently attempts to pass for superior 
wisdom, sanctity, and importance. We pretend 
not to arrange the several events of our Lord’s his- 
tory in the exact order of time. The Evangelists dis- 
play them in an energetic simplicity far beyond the 
teach of art, There is in the word of God, if it be 
Jawful to say s0, a majestic irregularity that tran- 
scends the control of rule; just as the surface of 
our globe, with its mountains and valleys, its preci- 
pices and plains, its rivers and oceans, defies the 
application of the straight line and of the compasses ; 
and as the face of the starry heavens presents to the 
eye a magnificent assemblage of worlds scattered 
about by a hand that rejects all measurement by 
any standard but its own. Science has indeed con- 
trived artificial combinations and arrangements both 
of the heavenly bodies, and of Scripture truths, but 
their native glory and magnitude are not reducible 
to systems of human invention, It may be 
pleasant, and far frum unprofitable, to ascertain 
dates, to unravel the chain; but it is surely of 
secondary moment. The actions and- events them- 
selves, and the evidence that they existed, are the 
great concern of the Christian world; but above all, 
the practical influence of those great truths on the 
hearts, the consciences, and the lives of men. 
Precluded from opportunities of being eminently 
useful at Nazareth, through the envy and unbelief 
VOL, v. U 
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of his townsmen, Jesus withdraws from that city, 
not in anger but in sorrow, though a most cruel, un- 
grateful, and atrocious attempt upen bis life had been 
made by its unworthy inhabitents ; and proceeds to 
prosecute his labours of love at Capernaum, a city 
situated on the sea of Galilee. From this place, it 
would appear, he was called to the adjacent town 
of Cana, to the cclebration of the marriage ; and 
that solemnity being ended, he returns to Caper- 
naum accompanied by the disciples whom he had 
already chosen. Here we find this Teacher sent from 
God still indefatigably pursuing the great object 
of his mission, and still putting respect on the word 
and ordinances of God. Behold him devoting the 
day of sacred rest to useful purposes ; employing 
the leisure and retirement from temporal concerns 
which it afforded, in executing the benevolent office 
of instructing the ignorant and guilty, in the way 
of life and salvation. We know, from the general 
strain of his public ministrations, and particularly 
from the portion of Scripture which he rehearsed 
and applied in the synagogue at Nazareth, that the 
things written concerning himself constituted the 
great burthen of his preaching : Scripture the source, 
Christ Jesus the subject, the sabbath the season, 
the synagogue the scene, ‘ Never man spake like 
“this man.” 

But the services of an earthly sanctuary’ must 
close. There is 9 season of retirement and repose, 
as there is of labour and exertion, The duties of 
private friendship, of domestie devotion, the rights 
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of hospitality, the care of the body, put in their 
several claims, which must be answered. Christ ac- 
cordingly “ arose out of the synagogue, and entered 
“ into Simon's house.” The accommodations of a 
poor fisherman's hovel, on the shore of the lake of 
Gennesareth, could not be very clegant. The fare 
provided by a hard-working plebcian, doomed fre- 
quently to toil all night~long, without taking any 
thing, could not be very luxurious or delicate. But 
when a maa gives you the shelter of his roof, how- 
ever mean, and a place at his board, however homely, 
he does all that a prince can do; and the difference 
is a paltry circumstance or two, beneath the conside- 
ration of a rational being. 

Bat the house of Peter was, at this time, not 
only the abode of penury, but likewise the house of 
mourning; for “ Simon’s wife’s mother was taken 
“ with a great fever.” The sabbath had not been to 
her a day of rest, but of agitation and pain; and the 
distress of a sick-bed might probably be aggravated by 
reflecting on absence from the house of praver, and 
from the comfort of the public worship of God. The 
value and importance of objects vary strangely in our 
estimation, as they are viewed through the medium of 
health or of sickness, of pain or ease. The illusion of 
the world disappears, when the fever in the blood 
forms in the distempered imagination whirling orbs of 
perturbation, and perplexity, and despair; or when, 
in cold blood, conscience darts an anxious look into 
the world of spirits. Very different is the aspect of 
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the sabbath in the eye and the hour of thoughtless 
dissipation, and when the son of dissipation is 
stretched on a bed of languishing. Then he “ snuffed 
“at it, and said, Behold, what a weariness is 
* it? When will the new moon be gone, that we 
* may sell corn, and the sabbath, that we may set 
“forth wheat?” But how very different are the 
reflections of “ the days of darkness,” of the “ months 
“ of vanity,” of the “ wearisome nights,” appointed, 
when the sleepless patient is constrained to ery out, 
© When shall I arise and the night be gone?” * What 
“fruit had I then in those things, whereof I am 
* now ashamed? for the end of those things is 
“ death.” 

The visit of Jesus to Peter's family had more 
than one object in view. The friend of man retired 
to converse with men, the master to instruct his 
disciples, the poor to feed with the poor, the weary 
to repose with the weary. The Son of God entered 
into the house to manifest his glory, to display his 
power, to exercise his benevolence in the miraculous 
relief of distress. Thus amply does he repay every 
token of affection bestowed on himself, or on one of 
the least of his brethren. Distress awakens sym- 
pathy. The children of the family cannot think of 
sitting down to eat bread, while the mother of it 
lay in extremity. Filial tenderness had undoubtedly 
exerted herself to the uttermost. The poor scrip 
of the Galilean had, perhaps, been drained in pur- 
chasing medicine and cordial for his afflicted mother- 
in-law: though this be none of the least of the 
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evils which attend poverty, to behold the person 
whom we love perish for want of advice and medi- 
cine, for want of a cordial beyond the reach of our 
means. Asa last resource they lay her case before 
Jesus: “and they besought him for her.” Did he 
need to be importuned? Was he difficult of access? 
Did his goodness flow reluctantly ? No, but the in- 
tercoursc between heaven and earth, between the 
Creator and the creature is the confidence, the 
prayer of distress meeting the benignity, the un- 
remitting attention of the Father of mercies, who 
will be sought unto, that he may show himself 
gracious. 

« And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever, 
“and it left her.” The miracle of turning water 
into wine was effected by a simple act of the will, 
without either gesture or speech, and the evidence 
of it rested, in part, on the testimony of the servants 
who had filled the pots with water. Here we have 
both gesture and speech, and the immediate and 
personal conviction of all who were in the house. In 
nothing is the sovereignty of Deity more con- 
spicuously displayed than in the manner of his 
acting. It is so unlike human conjecture, that the 
pride of man is apt to be offended that Providence 
did not observe the mode which his sagacity hail 
prescribed. Naaman the Syrian had settled, in his 
own mind, the whole process of the cure of his own 
leprosy. “ Behold, I thought, he will surely 
* come out to me, and stand, and call on the name 
“ of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over 
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* the place, and recover the leper.” Not one iota 
of his conjecture was realized. The prophet did 
not come out, nor assume the supposed attitude, 
nor pronounce the supposed invocation, but “ sent 
“a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in 
« Jordan seven times:” and pride is burrying him 
away in a rage, to think that the rivers of Damascus 
should be postponed to the waters of Israel. Thus 
while prophecy has been successively fulfilling, the 
event so ill accorded with prevailing opinion and 
expectation, that while the prediction was admittcd, 
the accomplishment, however coincident and exact, 
has been rejected. 

This divine sovereignty our blessed Lord exercises 
in performing all his mighty woiks. He wills water 
into wine. Now he rebukes the disease, and now 
speaks to the patient. He heals the feverous son of 
the nobleman, at the distance of Cana from Caper- 
naum, and the feverous mother of Simon's wife stand- 
ing by her bed-side. He anoints the blind man’s 
eyes with clay, and sends him to wash in the pool 
of Siloam; he cries with a loud voice over the grave 
of his departed friend, ‘* Lazarus, come forth.” Alt 
demonstrates the underived and independent, as 
well as the almighty power of God, whiose will is the 
sole and the supreme law, as to the time, the man- 
ner, and the matter of the work. 

There is a wonderful vivacity in the unaffected 
conciseness and simplicity of the narration. He 
stood, he spake, he prevailed. « He rebuked the 
“fever.” Disease is here personified, as susceptible 
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of reprehension, and of voluntary subjection to 
authority, “and it left her,” as one who has en- 
croached and intruded, and who feels and acknow- 
ledge- the power of asupcrior repelling and casting 
him out. — 

The transitions of nature arc gradual, slow, im- 
perceptible in their progress. When the ocean is 
roused into fury by the raging wind, it continues in 
a state of agitation long after the tempest has ceased 
to roar; but when Christ speaks the word, the ef- 
fect is instantaneous and complete. ‘ He arose, and 
* rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, 
‘© be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a 
* great calm.” When the fever has spent its force, 
and the crisis of convalescence has taken place, it 
leaves the patient feeble and languid, and it fre- 
quently requires a considerable length of time to 
restore both the body and the mind to the full exer- 
cise of their several functions; but when Jesus 
tebukes the fever, it not only in a moment departs, 
but the sufferer is at the same moment made per- 
fectly whole: “ And immediately she arose, and 
“ministered unto them.” As‘in creation so in 
Providence, He speaks and itis done, he gives 
commandment and it stands fast. “ [le is the Rock, 
his work is perfect.” 

The circumstance of her ministering to her phy- 
sician and the family, is striking and instructive. 
It teaches us the proper use of prolongeddife, of re- 
stored faculties. They are to be devoted towne honour 
of God, and to the service of our fellow-creatares. 
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They were deeply affected by her danger, they looked 
in anxious expectation to the return of her health, 
and they besought the Lord for it; she employs 
that precious gift in contributing her best endeavours 
to promote their ease and comfort. What debt is 
eo sacred as that of gratitude? and what benefactor 
has laid us under so many and such unspeakable 
obligations as He who gave us life, and who sustains 
it, as He who died to redeem us? We have here a 
beautiful and interesting view of human life. Every 
relation has its corresponding sphere of duty. The 
happiness of domestic society consists not in the 
jnterchange of great benefits, on signal occasions, 
but in the hourly reciprocation of tle little offices 
of love, in kind looks, in kind affections, in mutual 
forbearance and forgiveness, in the balm of sympa- 
thy whether we sorrow or rejoice, in a word, accord- 
ing to the apostolic injunction, in being of the 
same mind one towards another. 

The religion of the Gospel wears an aspect pecu- 
liarly favourable to families. ‘The infancy and child- 
hood of Jesus Christ were passed in the bosom of 
his family. His first public miracle was performed 
in putting honour upon a family-party, at Cana of 
Galilee. He made one in the family of Simon, at 
Capernaum. The house of Lazarus and his sisters, 
at Bethany, he made his home, and there he culti- 
vated all the endearing charities of exalted friend- 
ship. nd a home for his mother was his last 
earthly care; and, as the head of his own fnmily, 
she presided at the Paschal solemnity, and instituted 
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the memorial of his dying love. Thus are domestic 
relations strengthened, sweetened, sanctified, enno- 
bied. A Christian kingdom or state never existed. 
But a family of Christians, all of one heart and of 
one soul, we trust, is not a rarity. And to Chris- 
tianize families is the direct road to the Christianizing 
of nations. In the contracted sphere of a family, 
however humerous, every. one knows every one; 
every one cares for every one. The master’s influence 
is felt and acknowledged by all. A common interest, 
both temporal and eternal, unites the individuals to 
each other, and Heaven descends to dwell with men 
upon earth. So propitious is Christianity to the 
dearest and best interests of civil society. 

The scene which we have been reviewing passed 
on the evening of the sabbath. Nor could the 
sanctity of the day be profaned by a work of mercy, 
or.by the pious and friendly intercourse of kindred 
spirits, whose religion was seated in the heart, not 
chilled into lifeless forms. But the superstitious 
observance of the sabbath operated powerfully on the 
multitude. Though prompted by natural affection 
to apply for relief to their afflicted friends, they 
defer it till the going down of the sun, that is, till 
the sabbath was over; for they had yet to learn 
* what this mesneth, I will have mercy and not sa- 
“ crifice;” and ‘ the Son of man is Lord even of 
“ the sabbath-day ;” and * the sabbath was made 
‘© for man, and not man for the sabbath.” “ Now, 
* when the sun was setting, all they tha’ any 
# sick with divers diseases brought them unto him.” 
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A sense of the weakness of those good people is lost 
in respect for their humanity. They are not chid- 
den away from Peter's door as unseasonable intru- 
ders; they are not referred to another day. It is 
the cry of misery entcring into the car of mercy, and 
it cries not in vain: “ and he laid his hands on 
* every one of them, and-healed them.” Here the 
mode of cure is the imposition of hands. Even so, 
blessed Jesus, for so it seemed good in thy sight. 
Let me be the subject of thy miraculous grace, and 
convey thou the healing power through whatsoever 
channel thou wilt. 

The service of the synagogue, in the morning of 
the sabbath, had been disturbed by a wretched de- 
moniac, who “ cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
“ Let us alone: what have we to do with thee, thou 
* Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? 
“ I know thee who thouart; the Holy One of God.” 
Jesus, by a word, dispossessed the impure spirit, 
and restored the unhappy man to himeclf, in the 
presence of the whole assembly, who were justly 
filled with astonishment at such a display of power 
and goodness. It is affecting to think that this 
dreadful species of malady was far from being uncom- 
mon at that period; for we find the fame of the 
morning's miracle spread abroad, and it attracts 
to the place where Jesus was, in the evening, 
many persons in the same deplorable condition. 
One of She depths of Satan, in these cases, was to 
pay ai d homage to Jesus of Nazareth, in the 
view of infusing.a suspicion that there might be a 
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secret combination and collusion between him and 
them, and of thereby diminishing his dignity and 
authority in the eyes of the people. To be praised 
by the wicked is offensive and dishonourable to the 
good; and the adversary is never more dangerous 
than when he “ is trausformed into an angel of 
* jight.” But when the prince of this world came, 
he found nothing in Christ; no weak part to attack, 
no foundation whereon to erect his engines; but 
wisdom ever prepared to meet cunning, purity to 
resist every evil suggestion, and authority to silence 
the tempter whenever his encroachment became too 
daring. He disdained the testimony of a demon in 
his favour, and rejected the insidious praise of an 
enemy. ‘ And he, rebuking them, suffered them 
* not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ :” 
that is, he permitted them not to declare, though 
they spake the truth, that they knew him to be the 
Christ. 

Having thus fulfilled the public duties of the 
sanctuary, and the more private offices of friend- 
ship; having employed the greater part of the night 
in receiving and relieving the numerous objects, 
who came, or who were brought to him, he with- 
drew, toward the dawning of the day, into a still 
closer retirement ; and, fora season, shut the world 
entirely out. ‘ And when it was day he departed, 
“and went into a desert place.” Sacred were those 
hours of solitude to heavenly meditation, to devo- 
tional intercourse with Him that sent Him, whose 
glory he ever sought, and whose will it was his 
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delight to execute. ‘ Ye shall leave me alone;” 
says he to his disciples, * and yet,” adds he, “« I am 
not alone, because the Father is with me.” When 
some great arrangement is to be made toward the 
establishment and extension of his kingdom, prepa- 
ration for it passes in solemn abstraction from all 
sublunary things. Thus his own public ministry 
was preceded by a forty days’ retreat into the wilder- 
ness. ‘ And it came to pass in those days,” when 
he was about to consecrate the Twelve to the office 
of apostleship, “ that he went up into a mountain to 
“ pray, and continucd all night in prayer to God ;” 
thus also was the glorious scenc of his transfiguration 
introduced; and thus he exemplified the practice 
which he so powerfully recommends to his disciples : 
* But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
© closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door, pray 
“to thy Father which is in secret, and thy Father, 
‘* which secth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 
The admiring and delighted multitude trace him 
into his place of retirement, and, sensible of the 
value of such a visit, they entreat him to prolong 
it. Various motives might suggest this request. In 
some, it might be the attraction of novelty, in 
others the love of the truth: here the sense of gra- 
titude for benefits received, there the principle of 
curiosity gaping after a farther display of wonders. 
Tn one it might be the full conviction of ap honest 
and enlightened mind, and in another a malignant 
disposition to discover a blemish. We know from 
the sequel that the success of our Lord's miracles 
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and preaching at Capernaum was woefully similar 
to what it had been at Nazareth, for this is the 
dismal account which he himself gives of it, “ And 
“thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty 
“ works which have been done in thee had been 
« done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
“this day. But [ say unto you, That it shall be 
« more tolerable for the Jand of Sodom in the day 
“ of judgment than for thee.” Whatever were their 
motives for wishing his longer continuance among 
them, they are for the present resisted, and a rea- 
son is assigned: “I must preach the kingdom of 
* God to other citics also, for therefore am I sent.” 
Every word here is significant and powerful. «I 
§ must preach.” What imposed the neccssity ? The 
Samission which he had undertaken to execute; 
his own sovereign will and pleasure ; his own unerr- 
ing understanding; his own unbounded benevo- 
lence; the extensive demands of perishing humanity. 
“ T must preach the kingdom of God :” its descent 
to earth; its adaptation to the nature and condition 
of ignorant and guilty men; its divine object, to 
raise fallen mén from earth, from hell, to heaven ; 
its present operation and effect, “ righteousness, and 
“ peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ;” its stability, 
“a kingdom that cannot be moved ;” the sovercign 
grace which confers it, “ fear not little flock; for it is 
« your Father's good pleasure to give you the king- 
* dom.” Such was the glorious subject of Christ’s 
preaching; a subject, compared to which the pursuits 
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of avarice, of ambition, and the pride of kings, 
are less than nothing and vanity ; a subject that in- 
terests not Nazareth and Capernaum and the cities 
of Galilee only, where it was first procleimed, but 
the men, the cities, the nations, of all ages and gene- 
rations. On such a narrow and seemingly slender 
foundation, what a fabric has arisen? “ This is the 
“ Lord's doing, it is marvellous in our eyes.” Let 
the great object of Christ's mission direct and control 
our pursuit of every object. He was sent to bring 
men under the dominion of the kingdom of God; 
and he has taught us when we pray to say: “ Thy 
kingdom come.” If we enter into the spirit of 
that petition, it will be our concern that the empire 
of sin and Satan in our own hearts be completely 
subverted ; that peace on earth and good-will among 
men be promoted; that the kingdoms of 3 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ, and that he may reign for ever and ever. 

Let us review this portion of our blessed Lord's 
history, and thus refiect : 

1. The duties of religion, then, and those of 
ordinary life are intimately united and interwoven ; 
they are perfectly consistent, and yield mutual sup- 
port. The service of the sanctuary must not be 
unnecessarily protracted, to the wearying of the 
flesh, and to become an encroachment on the just, 
prudent, or necessary concerns of the family, end 
no domestic regards must preclude works of charity 
and mercy, even to strangers. On the other hand, 
no attention to civil and domestic affairs, except in 
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cases of urgent necessity, and no works of merey, 
must plead a dispensation for the non-observance of 
the ordinances of God. Under the governance of 
a well-regulated spirit, daily lawful employments 
become not only a reasonable but a religious service, 
and the functions necessary to the support of mere 
animal life may be performed to the glory of God. 
And neither the public offices of the temple, nor 
family order and devotion, must be alleged as an 
exemption from the obligation of private and per- 
sonal religion. Indeed all must begin here. For 
families are composed of individuals, and the 
churches of Christ of families. To the perfect health 
of the natural body, the soundness of every member 
is essential: a perfection, however, rarely to be 
found, and seldom of long continuance. But the 
present feebleness, imperfection, and disorder of the 
particular members of that body whereof Christ is 
the head, are relieved by the prospect of “ the per- 
“ fecting of the saints, of the edifying of the body 
“ of Christ ;” when “ we all come in the unity of 
“the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
* God, untoa perfect man, unto the measure of the 
* stature of the fulness of Christ.” 

2. Can the father of lies speak truth? Yes, when 
it promises to answer his purpose ; and truth itscif 
partakes of the nature of a lie, when it is employed 
for the purpose of deception. Do devils believe ? 
Yes, to their sorrow; ‘they believe and tremble.” 
Does Satan give a just testimony to the Son of God! 
Yes, in bope of bringing it into discredit, Let no 
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one, ‘then, value himself on the mere truth and 
soundness of his principles, on the exact orthodoxy 
of his faith. A principle, however excellent, that 
remains inactive, is of no value, like a mathematical 
proposition, demonstrably certain, but applied to 
no use ; ora wholesome stream frozen up and stag- 
nating at the very source. “ Not every one that 
“ saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
“kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
“ of my Father which is in heaven.” “ This is the 
“ victory that overcometh the world, even our faith : 
« Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
* believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.” 

3. Who has not known disease, and danger, and 
manifold affliction? And who has not experienced 
frequent and merciful deliverance? The distress 
came from an unseen hand, and so did the relief. 
The agent, the instrument, was human, was sensible, 
Tt was the skill of the physician, it was the power 
of medicine, it was the sympathy of friendship. 
But who taught the physician to comprehend my 
malady, and to reach it? Who gave virtue to the 
prescribed medicine? Who excited compassion in 
the bosom of my friend? He who rebuked the fever, 
and it fled; he who laid his hands on the sick, and 
they were made whole; he who took the dead 
daughter of the ruler of the synagogue by the hand, 
and said, “ Damsel, arise;” and “ straightway she 
“* arose and walked.” Whether, therefore, health 
remain unimpaired, or be restored, by natural or ex- 
‘traordinary means; whether deliverance come imme- 


Lect. EVIL] SE8US CHRIST. 305 


diately from God, or be wrought through the in- 
strumentality of second causes, the hand of Deity 
is equally to be acknowledged; and prolonged life 
and renewed strength are to be devoted to Him who 
“ giveth to all life and breath, and all things; for 
“ in Him we live, and move, and have our being.” 
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And the Jews’ passover was at hand; and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem, and found in the temple those that sold oxen, 
and sheep, and doves, and the changers of money, sitting ; 
und when he had made @ scourge of small cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; 
and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the 
tables: and said unto them that sold doves, Take theso 
things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of mer- 
chandise, And his disciples remembered that it was writ- 
ten, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 


BEs1vEs the usual, universal, and fixed measure- 
ments of time, all men have a particular and per- 
sonal standard of calculation and reference, namely, 
certain incidents of their own lives, to themselves 
inexpressibly momentous, however uninteresting to 
the rest of mankind. Thus a mother, with much 
accuracy and distinctness, refers every other event, 
of whatever magnitude and importance, to the re- 
spective dates of the birth of her children. ‘The 
expiration of his ¢ime, as it is called, that is, of his 
clerkship, or apprenticeship, forms an important 
epoch in the existence of a young man; and the 
fate of princes, and the revolutions of empire, acquire 
in his eyes, a peculiar consequence from their rela- 
tion, in point of time, to that grand revolution in 
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his own little state. The consecration of prelates, 
and the inauguration of kings are, at once, public 
and private measures of duration. Every act of the 
state is dated by the year of the sovereign’s reign. 
But human life admits not of a repetition of 
those more distinguished periods. They are remem- 
bered and referred to because they are rare. Were 
every day to exhibit a state-trial, hardly any, except 
the parties and their conncxions, would care to 
attend it, or think of setting a mark upon it. 
There is one life, however, of which every hour 
is an epoch, of which every act is decisive, of which 
every event is highly and universally interesting, 
and of which every period is a “ fulness of time.” 
Of this life each instant, each incident, every pro- 
gressive step, furnishes a theme for the tongues, for 
the pens of thousands of thousands of men and 
angels, and, when their stores are exhausted, it pre- 
sents a subject as new, as important, as unboundeds 
as it was ut the beginning. The beloved disciple 
having thrown bis mite of information into the 
public treasury, concludes his gospel with declaring 
his belief, his deliberate conviction, that the history 
of the life and actions of his divine Master was a 
subject infinite and inexhaustible. ‘ There are also 
“ many other things which Jesus did, the which, 
« if they should be written every one, I suppose 
* that even the world itself could not contain the 
“books that should be written;” meaning un- 
doubtedly, that the things which Jesus said and did 
=2 
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were so many, so extraordinary, so significant, so 
efficient, as infinitely to exceed human comprehen- 
sion and belief. But wherefore should the expres- 
sion of the Evangelist be considered as hyperbolical, 
when we are told that these are the “ things which 
“the angels desire to look into;” and when we 
reflect on the burthen of the eternal song of the 
redeemed in heaven; “ I heard,” says John, “ the 
** voice of many angels round about the throne, 
« and the living creatures, and the elders: and the 
‘6 number of them was ten thousand times ten 
“thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying 
* with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
“slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
“and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
« Blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such 
“ as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard 
“T saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
* power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
“ and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.” 

From the marriage in Cana in Galilee, Jesus 
again “went down to Capernaum, he, and his 
** mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and 
“ they continued there not many days.” How those 
days were employed we have seen in the preceding 
Lecture: in conducting the service of the syna- 
gogue, in cultivating the charities of private life, in 
secret devotion, in healing the sick, in casting out 
devils, in preaching the kingdom of God. Having 
made a progress of teaching and preaching over the 
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cities and synagogues of Galilee, He now for the 
first time since he assumed a public character, went 
up to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of the passover. 
Preserving the order of events as accurately as an 
attentive comparison of evangelist with evangelist 
enables us, we are now to contemplate an incident 
in our Lord’s history marked with very peculiar 
features, and presenting a new and instructive 
opening into his character, namely his purgation of 
the temple from the impurities with which it was 
profaned by an impious and infamous traffic. 

From his earliest years the commanded solemni- 
ties of that sacred place were punctually observed. 
Whatever the law enjoined was to his infant state 
duly performed. While under parental authority, 
particularly when it led to the house and worship of 
God, He respectfully submitted to it; andin thematu- 
rity of age, voluntary and cheerful obedience to the 
ordinances of Heaven distinguished the great exam. 
lar of decency and order. Through the goodness of 
God, we are delivered from all burdensome and 
costly attendance on the service ofthe temple, We 
are not called to wait spon God with rams and calves 
of a yearold. Qur husbandmen, manufacturers, 
and merchants, are not summoned, under severe 
penalties, several times in the year, to join in the 
worshipof themetropolitan church, atagreatexpense 
of time and substance. Is therefore the service of 
the Christian sanctuary worthless and contemptible? 
Do we therefore requite the Lord of the sabbath with 
neglect and ingratitude? Do we therefore snuff at 
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his bloodless sacrifices, and say, “ Behold, what a 
“ weariness is it? and bring that which is torn, and 
“the lame, and the sick, for an offering ?” Dare 
Christian parents set the example to their children 
and dependants of irreligion and profanity, and be- 
cause they are set free from a costly ceremonial, and 
a superstitious observance of the sabbath, will they 
claim and assume an exemption from the offices and 
the spirit of piety, devotion, and gratitude? Libe- 
rated from an intolerable yoke of iron, disdain they 
to wear the honourable, the golden chains of love ? 
The Jewish ritual was at this period vilely pro- 
faned, and was rapidly hastening to dissolution. But 
so long as it is in force, our blessed Lord condescends 
to be the pattern of attention and respect to it. And 
yet, what a scene did the house of God then pre- 
sent! The forms of religion remained, but the power 
and glory had departed. The letter of the law was 
still held in affected veneration, but the spirit was 
completely evaporated. The sacrifices of the living 
and irue God were shamefully prostituted to gratify 
the most sordid of human passions, godliness was 
perverted into a mere instrument of filthy Inere, and 
the house of prayer was degraded into a den of 
thieves. And cuch is the fearful progress of moral 
corruption. Fervour gradually subsides into luke- 
warmmness, and lukewarmness into cold. Indiffer- 
ence soon becomes mere formality, and formality 
is but a step from total neglect. Neglect degene~ 
rates into hatred and aversion, and an unhallowed 
zeal at length attempts to destroy what a zeal accord” 
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ing to godliness once endeavoured to build up. 
‘What can be more opposite and unlike than devout 
worshippers engaged in a holy contention of grati- 
tude, praise, and love, striving who should present 
the most acceptable sacrifice to the Father of spirits ; 
and carnal worldly-minded formalists trying to over- 
reach one another ; the one eager to purchase the ox 
or the sheep for his offering at as cheap a rate as pos- 
sible, and the other to seli it at the highest price. 
And the very court of the temple is made the open 
theatre of this abominable commerce. 

Before thou liftest up thy hand, O man, to 
scourge out those impious, sordid, profane Jews, 
pause, and look into thine own heart. Is nounholy 
traffic going on there? Knowest thou not that thine 
own body is the temple of the living God ? Whose 
altar, then, is reared up in that sacred edifice of 
God's own building; and what incense smokes upon 
it? Say, is the name of Mammon inscribed there? 
Does sensuality there celebrate no nocturnal revels ? 
What, shall the palace of the great King be trans- 
formed into “acage of every unclean and hateful 
“ bird!” Or, with the superstitious Athenian, art 
thou ignorantly bowing down before an ‘ unknown 
* God?” Thou regularly observest the hour, and 
frequentest the house of prayer; but is there no 
table of “ the money-changer” lurking in some ob- 
scure corner? Didst thou leave the world at the 
door on coming in? Why wander these eyes abroad 
ever thy neighbour's garb and appearance? They 
ought to be fixed on “ thy Father who is in secret,” 
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and who “ secth in secret.” Dost thou too “ offer 
“the sacrifice of fools ?” darest thou approach the 
altar of God, conscious that thou art not yet recon- 
ciled to thy brother ? the gift in thy hand is poljut- 
ed; presume not to offer it. “ Leave it before the 
«altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy 
« brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” 

It was the court of the Gentiles which this scan- 
dalous trade thus shamefully profaned, by the buy- 
ing and selling of sheep, and oxen, and doves; and 
by the exchange of foreign for current coin, and of 
money of a higher for that of a lower denomination. 
And thus not only was the worship of the great 
Ichovah debased and perverted, but the minds of 
decent and devout strangers, who “had come to 
* Jerusalem for to worship,” must have been griev- 
ously shocked and scandalized, to the utter extinc- 
tion of cvery serious and devotional impression. 
‘This it was which excited a holy and just indigna- 
tion in the Son of God; in beholding the temple 
violated, the sacrifices of God defiled, and a stuin- 
bling block laid in the way of proselytes, by men 
jnvested with a sacred character. 

«And when he had made a scourge of small 
* cords he drove them all out of the temple, end 
“the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
“ changers’ money, and overthrew the tables: and 
© said unto them that sold doves, Take these things 
“hence; make not my Father's house an house ot 
“ merchandise.” This discloses a new and singular 
exhibition of our blessed Lord’s spirit and temper. 
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No personal injury or insult could provoke onc ex- 
pression of resentment. He “ gave his back to the 
“‘ smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked off 
“ the hair: he hid not his face from shame and 
“ spitting :” You have heard of the meekness of 
Moses, and of the patience of Job. But what are 
they to the patience, meekness, and gentleness of 
Christ ? Neverthcless these gracious qualities have a 
boundary. There are occasions where the exercise 
of them would cease to be virtue, and where a man 
would “ do well to be angry.” Wanton, deli- 
berate profanation of the name, the day, the house 
of the Lord, is one of those occasions which jus- 
tify severity. A commanding dignity, an irresis- 
tible glory must have occasionally beamed from the 
person of our Lord, which overawed and intimidat- 
ed the beholder. How is it possible otherwise to 
account for the quiet submission of those men to 
corporal chastisement. They were many in number ; 
they had a common interest to bind them to each 
other; they were in hitherto unquestioned possession 
of the ground; their property was concerned: they 
had the connivance at least, if not the permission, of 
the higher .powers. He was alone, unknown, un- 
connected, unsupported. But they cannot stand 
the lightning of his eye, bis voice strikes horror into 
their guilty consciences. They presume not to 
reason or to resist, but tamely give up their gainful 
traffic abashed and confounded. Thus the multi- 
tude that came with Judas to take Jesus, though 
furnished “ with lanterns, and torches, and weapons,” 
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were so overwhelmed by the majesty of his appear- 
ance, that ‘‘ as soon as he had said unto them, J am 
&© he, they went backward, and fell totheground.” And 
if such were the glory with which he sometimes 
invested himself, in his state of humiliation, what 
must be the glory of his second coming “ with 
« clouds,” when “ every eye shall see him, and they 
« also which pierced him? ” 

What a severe reproof was this action of our Lord, 
of the carelessness and indifference of the high-priest, 
and of the other ministers of religion? To them it 
belonged to guard the sanctity of the temple and of 
its worship. The dignity of their own station and 
character suffered, when the house of God was 
violated. Is it doing them injustice to suspect that 
they partook of the profits of this illicit trade? If 
this suspicion be well-founded, the grossest enormity 
is immediately accounted for. When the love of 
money has once taken possession of the heart no tie 
of religion or morality is} binding. Conscience, 
sense of honour, sense of decency, sense of duty, 
all, all is sacrificed at the shrine of this insatiate 
demon, which never says “it is enough.” At 
those seasons the demand for cattle to be offered in 
sacrifice must have been very great. Josephus, in 
his Wars of the Jews, informs us, that no Jess than 
two hundred and fifty-six thousand and five hun- 
dred victims were presented at one passover. A 
small share of the gains upon such en extensive 
consumption must therefore have amounted to a 
yery large sum. What a confederacy, then, had 
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the zeal and intrepidity of Christ to encounter! a 
whole host of inhuman, unfeeling dealers in flesh, 
actuated by the basest aqd most unrelenting of 
human passions, and leagued with a time-serving 
priesthood who put every thing up to sale, 

We have before us a striking and an encouraging 
instance of the power and influence of one person 
of inflexible integrity, in a corrupted state of society. 
He may singly and successfully oppose a torrent of 
iniguity. Vice is timid when directly attacked. 
« The wicked flee,” saith the wise man, “ when no 
“one pursucth, but the rightcous are bold as a 
“lion.” Erresistible is the force of truth and con- 
science. * Is not my word like as a fire? saith 
* the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the 
* rock in pieces ?"—“ The word of God is quick, 
“and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
“ sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
‘soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
“ the heart.” This is the weapon which our Master 
wielded, together with the ‘scourge of, small 
“cords.” Smitten at once in their persons and in 
their consciences, they retreat with shame from 
the field, acknowledging, feeling, the superiority of 
real goodness. Thus then learn, O man, to arm 
thyself, and say, “ The Lord God will help me; 
“ therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore 
“ have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I 
“ shall not be ashamed.” From the inexhaustible 
stores of Scripture draw thy resources for the war- 
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fare, and thou shalt find thyself invincible. What 
has he to fear, who is conscious of the goodness of 
bis cause, who employs “ the sword of the spirit, 
‘ which is the word of God,” and who goes forth 
conquering and to conquer in full confidence of 
divine conduct and support. 

It is evident from the censure pronounced upon 
the violaters of the temple, that their trade was 
every way unlawful. This transaction is recorded 
by all the four Evangelists with little if any varia- 
tion, And by comparing them together we shall 
find, that the abuse exposed and condemned was 
a horrid mixture of impicty and dishonesty, of 
contempt of God, and robbery of man, Not only 
was ‘ the house of prayer for all nations” abomi- 
nably polluted by what fell from the flocks and 
herds for sacrifice, but it was literally perverted into 
* a den of thieves,” who had entered into a wicked 
combination to prey upon the public, by enhancing 
the price of an article which was at once a necessary 
of life and of religion. These two enormities, how- 
ever, generally go hand in hand. If there is no 
fear of God before a man’s eyes, his neighbour has 
but a slender hold upon either his veracity or inte- 
grity, when the falsehood may be uttered, or the 
fraud committed without danger of detection. And, 
on‘ the other hand, he who deliberately practises 
deceit upon “his brother whom he hath seen,” 
cannot have a very high degree of reverence for 
“¢ God whom he hath not seen.” 

While we contemplate with shame and sorrow the 
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corruptions which disgraced the Jewish Church, is 
it possible to refrain from lamenting the equally 
deplorable corruptions which have disfigured the 
hallowed form of Christianity ? Did not all history 
attest the truth of it, who would believe that there 
was a long period, not quite expired in some parts 
of Christendom, and that there was a succession of 
priests, called Christians, who presumed for a piece 
of money, to grant a man indulgence to commit 
every species of wickedness, which his corrupt 
heart might suggest, and for any given period, 
with complete impunity,? Who could believe that 
this priest, in consideration of something cast into 
his treasury, would take upon him to issue a 
pardon of the most atrocious offences, and thereby 
screen the vilest of offenders from punishment ; 
nay, confer the power of pardoning on stone walls 
and lifeless altars? The murderer who smote his 
brother to death in the open street, in broad day, 
had but to step into the next church, and it stood 
always open on purpose, ta be protected from the 
vengeance of the law. Who could believe that a 
present or bequest to the Church, was considered 
as a full compensation for all the crimes of a life of 
violence, and rapine, and blood, and as a fair pass- 
port to the kingdom of heaven? ‘That such things 
should ever have existed is most wonderful: that 
they should have maintained their ground over all 
Europe for many centuries together, is most won- 
derful. But the scandalous usurpation is hastening 
toaclose. And with the downfall of popery, may 
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every remaining error in the doctrine, discipline, 
and practice of the churches of the Reformation 
finally terminate. 

The disciples of our Lord possessed one great 
preparatory qualification for the exercises of their 
fature ministry, acquaintance with the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament. Struck with this display of 
their Master’s zeal for the honour of God, and for 
the purity of Temple-worship, they call to remem- 
brance a text from the Psalms of David, which ap- 
peared to them a prefignration of what had just 
passed. “ And his disciples remembered that it 
‘¢ was written, ‘The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
“ me up.” We pretend not to affirm that the words 
of the Psalinist amount to a prediction of what 
Christ felt, and said, and did upon this occasion, 
David unquestionably uttered his own feelings, 
though there was as yet no temple at Jerusalem 
dedicated to the most High God. But the expres- 
sion amounts to this: Whatever affects the cha- 
racter and worship of Deity, I make my personal 
concern. ‘“ The zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
“up:” ardent regard for the honour of thy sanc- 
tuary, like a secret flame pent in my breast, must 
either have vent or consume me; and the sequel is 
in the same spirit, “ and the reprosches of them 
“that reproached thee are fallen upon me.” But 
though we may not have here a direct prophecy of 
a future event, we have a powerful assimilation 
between two most eminent personages, at very 
distant periods, breathing one and the same spirit, 
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aiming at one and the same end; and this simili- 
tude partakes of the native of prophecy. And 
the whole leads us to this conclusion, that there 
may be predictions, resemblances, analogies in 
Scripture, hitherto concealed even from the wise 
and prudent, to be hereafter unfolded, or perhaps 
reserved for the instruction and delight of the 
kingdom of heaven, when there shall be in Scrip- 
ture nothing obscure, or ‘hard to be understood. 
What a motive is this, now, to listen to the com- 
mand of Christ. “ Search the Scriptures, for in 
“ them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
“they which testify of me.” 

In this passage of our Lord’s history, as in all 
Scripture, we have many things “ profitable for 
* doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
“ in righteousness.” 

1. We have a humiliating view of the treachery 
and deceitfulness of the human heart. The very 
persons who considered it as a crime to “ eat bread 
“‘ with unwashen hands” could quietly digest the 
profanation of the temple and of the worship of 
God. Such self-delusion do men practise every 
day. They teat their own infirmities ‘as some 
mothers do very homely, wayward, or even deformed 
children, who not only show them all possible 
indulgence themselves, but are offended if others 
adopt not their fondness and partiality. At the. 
same time, the slightest blemish in the character 
of another is quickly seen and severely censured. 
The deception is frequently carried much farther. 
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A man shall actually discern and rigidly condemn in 
his neighbour, the very fault to which he himself is 
notoriously addicted. The proud person can endure 
no one’s pride but his own; the passionate stand 
astonished at the transports of those who are hasty 
like themselves ; and who are so severe upon hypo- 
crisy as the hypocritical? Every lesson taught by 
the great Teacher has a foundation in human cor- 
ruption, and has a tendency to correct it, and this 
is an important one: “ Judge not, that ye be not 
judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
“ shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, 
« it shall be measured to you again. And why be- 
** holdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, 
* but considerest not the beam that is in thine own 
“eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me 
* pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a 
* beam is in thine own eyc? Thou hypocrite, first 
“ cast out the beam out of thineeye ; and then shalt 
* thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 
‘ brother's eye.” To which I subjoin the prayer of 
the Psalmist: ‘* Search me, O God, and know my 
“ heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see 
“if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
“in the way everlasting.” 

2. If such were the dignity which the Son of 
God assumed, and the authority which he exercised, 
while he tabernacled with men upon earth, attended 
by a few simple Galilcans, is it not a matter of very 

-serious concern to meditate on the majesty and 
importance of his coming to judge the quick and 
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the dead? If his presence was thus awful and tre- 
mendous when armed with only “a scourge of 
small cords,” what must it be, when “ the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
“ mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
“on them that know not God, and that obey not 
“ the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall . 
“ be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
“ presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
“ power.” In this judgment to come we are all 
equally interested, and we are furnished with a 
present rule of judgment in the decisions of con- 
science and the dictates of the word of God. Happy 
is that man who understands, believes, and improves 
the testimony of those faithful and true witnesses ; 
who, knowing the terrors of the Lord, is persuaded 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to lay hold 
on eternal life, “He that believeth on him is 
“ not condemned; but he that believeth not is con- 
* demned already; because he hath not believed 
“in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
“ into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
“than light, because their deeds were evil. For 
“ every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
* cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
“ reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to 
“ the light, that his deeds may be made manifest 
“that they are wrought in God.” These’ last 
words open a brighter alae and disclose to us 
VOL. Vv. 
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* the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, 
“ with power and great glory, and sending his 
* angels with a great sound of 2 trumpet, and they 
* shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
“from one end of heaven to the other.” Then 
shall he be “ glorified in bis saints, and admired in 
* all them that believe.” Thus are good and evil, 
death and life, the blessing and the curse, set before 
us. Thus all that is terrible in justice, armed with 
almighty power, addresses itself to our fear, and all 
that is amiable and alluring in unbounded goodness 
and love, expands to our hope, “an inheritance 
“ incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
“* away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept 
“ by the power of God, through faith, unto salva~ 
« tion, ready to be revealed in the last time.” May 
we this day know him as,a Saviour whom we must 
in that day meet asa judge. May we have wisdom 
to comply with the counsel of Him, as a friend, 
whom it is certain and utter ruin to encounter as an 
adversary. “ Behold, now is the accepted time: 
“ behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

3. Take care, frail, ignorant, erring man, how 
thou proposest to thyself the purifier of the temple as 
a pattern of zeal. “Jt is good,” saith the apostle, 
“to be zealously affected always in a good thing ;” 
bat unjess zeal be directed by prudence and know- 
ledge’#t may produce incredible mischief. There 
is & zeal about trifles, which diverts the miod from. 
objects of serious importance. Battles have been 
fought, and volumes written, to determine the pos- 
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ture in which the sacrament ought tobe received, 
and the habit to be worn by the priest in reading 
the service of the Church. While contention about 
such non-esscntials waxed hot, the spirit of piety 
and prayer grew cold. There is a zeal which is the 
offspring of prejudice and habit. It actuated Saul 
of Tarsus, when “ he made havock of the church 
“ entering into every house, and haling men and 
** women, committed them to prison;” and while 
he “ yet breathed out threatenings and slaughter 
“ against the disciples of the Lord:” and when, 
speaking of himself, he says: “I verily thought 
“with myself, that I ought to do many things 
“contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
“Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and 
“many of the saints did I shut up in prison, 
“having received authority from the chief priests ; 
“and when they were put to death, I gave my 
voice against them. And I punished them oft 
* in every synagogue, and compelled them to blas- 
* pheme ; and being exceedingly mad against them, 
©T persecuted them even unto strange cities.” 
There is a vain-glorious, ostentatious zeal, which 
cannot bear to pass unobserved, which must be 
fed with public attention and admiration. Such is 
that which inspired Jehu, when he exultingly chal- 
lenged applause: ‘Come with me, and see my zeal 
“ for the Lord.” There is a malignant, intolerant 
zeal, which pities not, spares not. Even the dis- 
ciples James and Jolin were under its influence, 
¥2 
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* 
when a village of the Samaritans refused to receive 
their Master. ‘ Lord,” say they, “ wilt thou that 
“we command fire to come down from heaven, 
“and consume them, even as Elias did?” and it 
received a just and severe reprehension from the 
mouth of Christ : « He turned, and rebuked them, 
and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
“ areof. For the Son of Man is not come to de- 
* stroy men's lives, but to save them.” The disciples 
themselves became the victims of this fiery, exter- 
minating zeal, as Christ predicted concerning them. 
“They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, 
“the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you 
will think that he doeth God service.” Thus 
the hard measure which they would have meted 
to others, was measured out unto themselves. But 
there is a zeal as well as a doctrine, * which is 
* according to godliness:" a pure and lambent 
flame of love to God, which admits of no mixture 
of human passion, which views every object through 
the medium of Deity, and aims but at one end, 
that God may be glorified. This excellent spirit 
will never think of doing God service, by showing 
unkindness or cruclty to man. But it is so rare, 
and so easily counterfeited, that even its emotions 
are to be regarded with a jealous eye, for there is 
no small danger of a man’s mistaking the ebulli- 
tions of his own mind, for the impulse of God's 
Spirit, especially in cases where guilt is to be con- 
demned and vengeanceexecuted. David made a 
wise and a happy choice, when constrained to submit 
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to one of three great evils. “I am in a great 
* strait,” said he; “ let us now fall into the band 
“ of the Lord, (for his mercies are great,) and let 
“ me not fall into the hand of man.” I like not 
to see the scourge, the sword, the torch voluntarily 
assumed by one OF like passions with myself. In 
vehement attempts to reform abuse, I should tremble 
to think of their degenerating into a rage to destroy. 
The tremendous attribute of vengeance, God will 
confide to no hands but his own, but he permits 
man to carry the imitation of divine mercy as far 
ashe can. ‘ Dearly beloved, avenge not your- 
“selves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it 
“is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
“the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, 
“feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in 
‘go doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
“ evil with good.” ~ 

4. Mark the power of conscience, and learn to 
secure its testimony in your favour, What made 
cowards of those gross and brutal men? An ill con- 
science. What chased away a multitude before 
one man? An, ill conscience. What overawed a 
rapacious priesthood and a licentious populace? An 
ill conscience. Conscience drove our guilty pro- 
genitors to seek concealment “ from the presence of 
“ the Lord God, amongst the trees of the garden.” 
Conscience sent out murderous Cain “a fugitive 
“and a vagabond in the earth,” under the dire 
apprehension that every one who found him would 
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slay him. It is conscience that dictates the una- 
vailing cry to despairing wretches, who in bitterness 
exclaim “ to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, 
“and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
* the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
* for the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
« shall be able to stand?” But what, in opposition 
to this, is the source of a Christian’s composure 
and satisfaction? “ Our rejoicing is this, the tes- 
* timony of our conscience, that in simplicity and 
“godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but 
* by the grace of God, we have had our conver- 
‘* sation in the world.” Herein consisted the tri- 
umph of the apostle over the fear of the Roman 
governor, and over the oratory of Tertullus: 
* Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a 
“conscience void of offence toward God and to- 
ward men.” And this constitutes the triumph 
and the security of every believer in Christ Jesus: 
“ being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
* through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also 
* we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
* stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
‘And not only so, but we glory in tribulations 
“also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; 
“ and patience experience; and experience, hope; 
* and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love 
* of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
© Ghost, which is given unto us.” 

Though the buyers and sellers were abashed and 
put to flight, some of the consequential cavillers, 

, 


Leor, XVIE} JESUS CHRIST. m 


who are to be found in every age, and in every so- 
ciety, maintain the ground, and call for the com- 
mission under which Jesusacted. “ Then answered 
* the Jews, and said unto him, What sign showest 
* thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things ?” 
This furnished him with a fair occasion of bringing 
forward the peculiar and distinguishing doctrine of 
his religion, the resurrection of the body, which 
‘was soon to be exemplified in his own resurrection 
from the dead, as “the Urstfruits of them that 
“ sleep.” This will accordingly constitute the sub- 
ject of the next Lecture. “ Blessed and holy is he 
“« that hath part in the first resurrection: on such 
“the second death hath no power; but they shall 
“ be priests of God and of Christ.” 
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‘Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, What sign showest 
thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 
three deys I willraise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty 
and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear itup in three days? Bat he spake of the temple of 
his body. When, therefore, he was risen from the dead, 
his disciples remembered thet he had said this unto them; 
and they believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesug 
had said, Now, when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, 
in the feast-day, many believed in his name, when they 

, Saw the miracles which he did, But Jesus did not commit 
himself unto them, because he knew all men: and needed 
not that any should testify of man: for he knew what war 
in man, 


"THE actions and events of Christ’s life are the 
basis on which the truth and importance of his 
doctrine rest, and the solidity of the foundation 
must be estimated from the structure which it sup- 
ports. The foundation of a building lies buried 
under ground, and cannot be examined by the eye; 
but when we behold a stately, lofty, and venerable 
pile, which has withstood the attack of ages, and 
which still presents undiminished beauty and 
strength, we justly reason from what we do see to 
what we do not; and we feel ourselves constrained 
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to applaud the excellency of the design, from the 
perfectness and durability of the execution. ‘ Be- 
“ hold,” saith the Lord God, by the mouth of the 
ptophet Isaiah, more than seven centuries before 
the fabric began to appear, “ behold, I lay in Zion 
“for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a pre- 
“cious corner-stone, a sure foundation; he that 
“ believeth shall not make haste. Judgment also 
* will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the 
“ plummet.” Here is the design of the sovereign 
Architect, not sleeping like many a beautiful human 
plan in the port-folio of the artist never to be real. 
ized, but quick with the spirit of life, already 
executed “in the purpose of him who worketh all 
“ things after the counsel of his own will,” and to 
arise, in due time, the wonder of angels and of men. 
This building of God at length began to ‘appear 
andtoascend. But it accorded not with human ideas 
of grandeur and magnificence. The very depositaries 
of the original design were the first to resist the 
completion of it, because it justified not their pre- 
»judices and prepossessions, Their opposition, how- 
ever, served only more illustriously to display the 
manifold wisdom and goodness of God, and to expose 
the weakness and folly of man. Had the edifice 
been of man’s devising and rearing, it could not 
have stood “ the washing of a tide,” for the “ foolish 
“ man built his house upon the sand: and the rain 
“© descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
‘¢ blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
“.great was the fall of it." But infinite Wisdom 
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founded the fabric of Christianity upon a rock. 
The rains have descended, the floods have come, 
the winds have blown and beaten upon this house, 
but it has not fallen; for it is founded upon a rock. 

In the Gospel history we behold the ground-floor 
or platform of the Christian religion. It principally 
consists in a narration of plain unadorned facts, 
well authenticated indeed, but recommended by no 
artificial polish, and deriving all their importance and 
effect from their own native truth and excellence, 
serving, nevertheless, as a solid support to the pre- 
cepts, the promises, the predictions, the doctrines, 
the consolations of our most holy faith. Take, for 
instance, the event which our blessed Lord, in the 
passage which has now been read, foretold concern- 
ing himself, namely, tha: the temple of his body 
should be destroyed, and in three days raised up 
agaia. Now when this event sctually did take place, 
not only was the voracity of Jesus as a prophet cont- 
pletely established, but a foundation was laid of 
sufficient strength to sustain the whole weight of the 
Christian’s hope, of a resurrection to life and im- 
mortality. We shall, therefore, first consider this 
all-important doctrine, in the history which is the 
foundation of it, and then im the superstracture 
reared. 

In purifymg the temple from the abominations 
practiced in it, Jesus had undoubtedly assamed the 
authority of one invested in the office of megistracy, 
or with the character of a prophet. That he was 
wo magistrate all men knew, end he mover pretend. 


Laer, X1X.} JESUS CHRIST.) am 


ed to it. To have acted in this capacity might 
have been considered as usurpation. As a prophet, 
then, and only es a prophet, could he appear in the 
character of a public reformer. But it is requisite 
that a prophet should produce his credentials. This 
suggested the demand: ‘ What sign showest thou 
** anto us, seeing that thou doest these things >” 
which plainly implied, that one acting under a com- 
mission from Heaven, was obliged to support his 
claim bya sign from Heaven. Bat is there need to 
produce supernatural testimony to a right to reform 
known, public, flagrant abuse? Did not their own 
history furnish a noted instance of a private person's 
assuming the sword of justice, and acting at once 
ag judge and executioner, in the case of open and 
Bross violation of the divine law ; that of Phinehas, 
who was but the grandson of Aaron the priest ? He 
not only became liable to no censure, but obtained 
adeathless name, and an honourable office for his 
seasonable interposition.‘ Then stood up Phinehas, 
“ and executed judgment: and so the plague was 
“ stayed. And that was counted unto him for 
“ yighteousness unto all generations for evermore.” 
Did not the sign, in the present instance, appear 
im the act? Did riot the great Reformer authen- 
ticate his powes by the manner in which he exer- 
cised them, and by the effect which they produced + 
Did the guilty resist? Did they call in question 
his authority? Did they drag him, in their tarn, to 
the tribunal? No, they feel his ascendant and shrink 
from his rebuke. Who, -then, call for a sign? Not 
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the offenders ; they had received sufficient evidence 3 
not the populace, for they must have been equally 
overawed and confounded. The ralers of the Jews 
hearing of this singular transaction, some of them 
perhaps being on the spot, and eyc-witnesses of 
what passed, jealous of their honour, and consider- 
ing their prerogative as invaded; they, as men 
having authority, demanded a sign. From their 
general character, and from the inefficacy of this and 
other signs afterwards given, we know from what 
motive the present demand was made ; not in the 
spirit of meekness, not from the love of truth, not 
to obtain conviction; but in the hope of finding 
occasion to censure, or of putting the assumed au- 
thority of Christ to a test which it could not stand. 

A sign is given them, and a most remarkable one 
itis. Jesus answered and said unto them, De- 
* stroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
“it up.” Whatever construction the Jews might 
put on these words, what Jesus intended to convey 
is obvious, and it was in every point justified by 
the corresponding event. Ile who is simplicity and 
truth itsclf could have no design to mislead. The 
action and emphasis with which he spake clearly 
pointed out the object. The general attention had 
just been directed to a temple made with hands, a 
temple wickedly profaned by an abominable traffic, 
which was connived at by its professed conservators, 
and whose honour bad been so nobly vindicated by 
a stranger. That stranger had elready attracted 
general notice, by the singularity of his specch and 
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deportment; every eye was fixed upon him, his 
every attitude and gesture were observed, and these 
plainly indicated that the temple to be destroyed, 
and raised up in three days, could not be the vene- 
rable pile in the court of which this conversation 
passed. When he afterwards foretold the approaching 
destruction of that temple, he expressed himeelf in 
terms not liable to misapprehension. ‘* As he went 
* out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto 
“him, Master, see what manner of stones and 
“what buildings are here! And Jesus answering 
said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? 
“there shall not be Icft one stone upon another, 
‘ that shall not be thrown down.” Now he points 
to an eflifice infinitely more sacred. From both 
the first and second houses built on mount Zion the 
glory had long since departed. The sensible tokens 
of the divine presence were withdrawn. The holy 
oracle was no longer consulted by Urim and Thum- 
mim. But in Him, who was the only glory of the 
second house, “ dwelled all the fulness of the God- 
« head bodily,” and the destruction of this temple 
he thus predicts as a sign not to the men of that 
generation only, but to all ages even to the end of 
the world. From the very nature of prophecy, a 
vail must be drawn between the prediction and the | 
event. “ Hope that is seen is not hope,” and 
“ faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” Christ indulges 
not those unbelievers with an immediate display of 
his miraculous power, in support of his pretensions 
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te the character of a prophet, which they could 
easily have explained away or misinterpreted ; but 
he refers them to a sign shortly to be exhibited, which 
should be, at once the exact accomplishment of a 
well-known prediction, and the greatest miracle 
that can possibly exist. That the misconception of 
the Jews was perverse and affected is evident from 
this, that when they had actually fulfilled the part 
of the prediction which depended on themselves, 
by destroying that sacred temple, we find them 
labouring under the most dreadful apprehension 
that Jesus would accomplish the other part, which 
depended on him, and they employ every precau- 
tion, which terror could suggest, to prevent and 
defeat it. “The chief priests and Pharisees came 
together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember 
* that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, 
“ After three days I will rise again. Command, 
* therefore, that the sepulchre be made sure until 
“the third day, lest his disciples come by night 
“ and steal him away, and say unto the people, He 
“ is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be 
* worse than the first.” And when the astonished 
watch came into the city, and made report to their 
employers, of “all the things that were done,” 
did it produce conviction? No, it only filled them 
with mortification and kindled rage. “The chief. 
‘ priests*.awhen they were assembled with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large 
“money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His 
“ disciples came by night, and stole him away while 
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“we slept. And if this come to the governor's 
“ ears, we will persuade him, and secure you.” 
To what purpose, then, ask for a sign? They resist 
and reject the most illustrious, which, with reve- 
rence be it spoken, God himself could give, thervby 
approving the truth of what Jesus on another oc- 
easion said, ‘‘ If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
* phets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
*t one rose from the dead.” 

« Destroy this temple.” Let it be observed, that 
this is simply a prediction or supposition, and not 
a precept; equivalent to, ye will destroy this temple, 
or, though ye should destroy this temple. It is a 
mode of expression that frequently occurs in Scrip- 
ture. Thus in the Old Testament, Joseph says to 
his brethren, “ This do, and live,” that is, do this, 
and ye shall live. Thus God speaks to Moses, 
Get thee up into this mountain, and die in the 
mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered 
“ unto thy people,” meaning evidently, thou shalt 
die in the mount, and shalt be gathered unto thy 
people, Thus, Isaiah viii. 10. ‘ Take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought; “ speak 
“ the word, and it shall not stand:” “ that is, 
though ye take counsel together, and chough ye 
speak the word. And in the New Testament, the 
word of Christ to Judas, “ That thou doest, do 
* quickly,” cannot be considered as a command to 
accomplish his plan of treachery, but merely asan 
intimation that he was seen through, and that under 
the impulse of a diabolic spirit, he was burrying 
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on to commit that dreadfal enormity. Thus Paul 
exhorts, “ Be angry and sin not?” surely not as if 
+ he meant to encourage violent transports of wrath, 
but in the event of a man’s giving way to a fit of 
passion, the apostle means to guard him against 
excessive indulgence in it, by restricting its duration. 
to the going down of the sun. This early notice 
did Jesus give, not to his disciples only, but to all who 
came to worship in the temple, “ of his decease 
‘which he should accomplish at Jerusalem ;” that 
it should be effected by the hand of violence; not 
by decay, but by destruction, and that his own 
countrymen should be the perpetrators of it. This 
declaration was frequently repeated, and became 
plainer and plainer, till the fact justified every par- 
ticular of the prediction.“ 

“ This temple.” Our blessed Lord in this place 
and elsewhere denominates his body 9 temple, as 
declaratory of his superiority to the lofty pile on 
mount Zion, even in its greatest glory, much more 
in its then degraded, defiled state. “I say unto 
* you,” addressing himself to the Pharisees, “ that 
* in this place is one greater than the temple,” be- 
cause Deity resided continually and inseparably in 
him, as the Jews believed he did in that which was 
built by Solomon, in answer to that petition; ‘°O 
* Lord my God, hearken unto the cry and to the 
“ prayer which thy servant preyeth before thee 
“to-day; that thine eyes may be open toward this 
house night and day, even toward the place of 
* which thon hast said, My namhe shall be there ;” 
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according as it was foretold by Moses near five 
centuries before: “Then there shall be a place 
“ which the Lord your God shall choose to cause 
“ his name to dwell there.” Josephus informs us 
that not only did the answer to Solomon's prayer 
imply a real and sensible residence of Deity, but 
that it was the universal belief of the Jews and of 
the strangers who visited Jerusalem, that there was 
an ingress of God into the temple, and a habitation 
in it; and, in another place, that God descended, 
and pitched his tabernacle there. The Jews them- 
selves, however, admitted, that whatever glory these 
expressions might signify was now departed. To 
restore that glory, and to bestow it on the second 
temple in more abundant measure than the first 
ever possessed, was the end of Christ's mission; and 
in him was the prediction fulfilled: “ The glory of 
“this latter house shall be greater than of the for- 
“mer, saith the Lord of hosts.” He was that 
Oracle by whose answers all light and truth were 
emitted; the true Shechinah who had the Spirit 
without measure; he was anointed with the “ oil 
“of gladness above his fellows,” and thus in all 
respects greater than the temple. Yhat temple, 
says he, which you have defiled I have cleansed ; 
and this temple ‘of my body, which you are going 
to destroy, I will raise up again. 

‘When this prediction was verified by the matter 
of fact, that fact became the foundation of one of 
the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, the re- 
surrection of the dead. Jesus early taught and fre- 
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quently repeated it, that it might be clearly under- 
stood and carefully remembered. The impostor is 
at pains to conceal his purpose till it is ripe for 
execution. IIe fears prevention, and _ therefore 
endeavours to take you by surprise. The thief 
gives no warning of lis approach, but comes upon 
men while they sleep. ‘The true prophet discloses 
his design, prepares, forewarns, puts the person 
who doubts or disbelieves upon his guard, bids de- 
fiance to prevention. His own resurrection, and 
the doctrine of a general resurrection which is 
founded upon it, were not barely hinted at, or 
declared in obscure and equivocal terms. They 
were not the casual topic, and for once only, of 
private conversatiun with his disciples. No, this 
was a leading, a commanding object, presented con- 
tinually to view, placed in the strongest light, 
announced with equal fairness and simplicity to 
friends and to enemics. ‘ And Jesus going up to 
‘¢ Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples apart in the 
“ way, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to 
* Jcrusalem ; and the Sonof Man shall be betrayed 
“‘ unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and 
“they shall condemn him to death, and shall 
“deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
* scourge, and to crucify him; and the third day 
“ he shall rise again.” He declares the same truth 
thus openly in the court of the temple. He repeats 
it in the presence and hearing of the multitude. 
‘When the people were gathered thick together, 
« then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees 
* answered, saying, Master, we would see a siga 
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* from thee. But he answered and said unto them, 
« An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after 
“a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, 
“ but the sign of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonas 
“was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
‘ belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days and 
“three nights in the heart of the earth.” The 
Sadducees, opponents still more virulent than the 
Pharisees, perfectly understood him as meaning on 
the basis of his own, to establish the belief of a 
resurrection of the body ; for they argue with him 
on the subject, and frame a case which they sup- 
posed would reduce the author of the doctrine to 
an absurdity. This afforded our Lord an oppor- 
tunity of showing that the doctrine in dispute was 
actually an article in their own creed, as being the 
disciples of Moses. Thus it runs through the 
whole of divine Revelation. The fathers beyond 
the flood lived aud died in this faith. The dust of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob thus rested and rests 
in hope. It is indeed more clearly stated under the 
Gospel dispensation, and the ground of it is more 
fully demonstrated, that is, the dawning light of the 
morning gradually brightened into the perfect day. 

“In three days J will raise it up.” This is an 
explicit declaration of his own inherent Deity, for 
God alone has the right and the power over life 
and death. An angel may be the delegated instru- 
ment in executing the sentence of divine justice, by 
taking away life; as in the case of the first-born of 
Egypt, of those who fell by the pestilence, to the 
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number of seventy thousand, for the offence of 
David in numbering the people, and of the hun- 
dred, fourscore, and five thousand smitten in one 
night, in the camp of the Assyrians. But we no 
where find the power of quickening the dead dele- 
gated toa created being. Man has the desperate 
power of destroying his own body, but there it 
ends, and the disembodied spirit ceases from all 
power to repair the awful violence which it has 
committed. Man cannot by a mere act of his will 
even lay down his life, any more than he can re- 
animate the breathless clay. It is the incommu- 
nicable prerogative of him who has life in himself, 
to dispose of it at pleasure. This prerogative Jesus 
Christ claims and exercises. ‘ For as the Father 
“ raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even 
** 80 the Son quickeneth whom he will.” In the 
case of his own death, it was an act of sovereign, 
almighty power. “ Jesus said, It is finished: and 
“he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost,” 
while as yet the principle of natural life was strong 
within him, thus demonstrating that his assertion 
concerning himself was founded in truth: “ I lay 
* down my life, that I might take it again. No 
“man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
“ myself: I have power to lay it down, and I have 
“* power to take it again.” And on this power over 
his own life, he founds his right of dispensing life 
and death to others. ‘“ And this is the Father's 
“ will which hath sent me, that of all which he 
* hath given me I should lose nothing, but should 
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* raise it up again at the last day. And this is the 
will of him that sent me, that every one which 
** seeth the Son, and believeth on ‘him, may have 
* everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the 
“ast day.” Whether therefore it is said that 
* Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
* of the Father,” or that he himself raised up the 
temple of his body, one and the same source of 
life, one controlling, irresistible will, and one su- 
preme, efficient power, are displayed. 

* Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was 
“ this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up 
“in three days?” It has been already shown that 
this was a wilful misapprehension: and it exhibits 
a humiliating view of the power of prejudice. 
Something may be made of a stupid child, if he be 
disposed to exert the poor faculties which he pos- 
sesses, but obstinacy sets discipline at defiance. It 
is possible to assist weak eyes, but what can be 
done for the man who wilfully shuts them, or who 
madly plucks them out? To enter, with commen- 
tators, into discussion respecting the period of the 
temple's rebuilding, is foreign to our purpose. 
What is it to us how long time was employed in 
the work, by what prince or princes it was carried 
on, and what was its comparative magniticence, 
with relation to the first temple, and to other 
structures of a similar kind? But it is of high im- 
portance to know, that the prediction of Christ 
concerning it, already quoted, was exactly fulfilled, 
about forty years afterward; when Jerusalem was 
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besieged and taken by the Emperor Titus, was 
pillaged sod burnt, the temple completely destroy- 
ed, upwards of one million and one hundred thou- 
sand of the Jews destroyed by famine and the 
sword, ninety-seven thousand taken prisoners, the 
whole nation expatriated and dispersed; and that 
the state of the temple from the year of Christ 
70 down to the present 1802, and of this scattered, 
degraded, yet providentially supported and distin- 
guished people, at this day, are a standing evidence 
of the truth and certainty of the things wherein 
we have been instructed. He is faithful and true 
who promises and who threatens. “ When ye 
« shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then 
* know that the desolation thereof is nigh. “Then 
“let them which are in Judea flee to the moun- 
“tains; and let them which are in the midst of it 
“depart out; and let not them that are in the 
“ countries enter thereinto. For these be the days 
“of vengeance, that all things which are written 
“may be fulfilled. And they shall fall by the 
* edge of the sword, and shail be led away captive 
“ into all nations : and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
* down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
S¢ Gentiles be faifilled. And there shall be sigus in 
© the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and. 
“upon the earth distress of nations, with per- 
“ plexity; the sea end the waves roaring; men’s 
* hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
“ thove things which are coming on the earth: for 
* the powers of heaven shall be shaken. Verily I 
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* say unto you, this gentration shall not pass away 
“ till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pacs 
* away ; but my worde shall pot pass away.” 

When therefore he wes risen from the dead, 
* his disciples remembered that he had said this 
unto them.” Words as they are spoken, and 
events as they pass, frequently make a slight im- 
pression, but when recalled and fixed by some 
striking correspondent circumstance they rush on 
the mind hke a torrent, and we wonder at our own 
preceding carelessness and inattention. Had the 
disciples been men quick of apprehension, and of 
easy belief, the fabrication of a cunningly devised 
fable might have been suspected: but they were 
persons of a simplicity of character that sometimes 
bordered on stupidity ; they were “ slow of heart 
‘to believes” they often misunderstood their 
Master; they were of all mankind the most unfit 
to plan and to support imposture. When Jesus 
spake of destroying and of raising up again the 
temple of his body, the Jews wilfully perverted 
his meaning, and his disciples seem hardly to have 
marked his words. The greatest of miracles must 
be performed to subdue the incredulity of the one, 
and to rouse the attention of theother. In bath we 
contemplate the wrath and the weakness of man 
ministering to the glory of God. It was meet that 
the mouth of maligaity should be stopped, and that 
the truth as it is in’ Jesus should be taught to the 
world by men whose own ignorance had been in- 
structed, whose doubts bed been removed, whore 
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the evidence of his mission, must have been noticed 
ead felt. When these proofs of an extraordinary 
eharacter were accompanied and supported by a 
display of miraculous powers, the effect must heve 
beea what the Evangelist relates: “ When he was 
“in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast-day, 
“ qaany believed in his name when they eaw the 
“ miracles which he did.” Nor was this impressioa 
confined to vulgar minds, for we presently find a 
man high in rank and office bearing testimony to 
Christ’s propbetic character, and to the foundation 
on which it rested. ‘“ Nicodemus, a Pharisee and 
ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by night, and 
* said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
© teacher come from God: for no man can do these 
“ miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
“him. But the sacred historian subjoins a reflec- 
tion most humiliating to human nature; for it im- 
plies that the understanding may be enlightened, 
and the conscience perfectly convinced, and yet the 
heart remain corrupted and malignant. “Many 
“ believed in his name, when they saw the miraeles 
“ which be did.” But the searcher of hearts dis- 
cerned under a sound belief, a dangerous, an unsub- 
dued perversity of disposition in which he could 
not confide. “ But Jésus did not commit himself 
ante them.” In this Christ acted as a pattern to 
his disniples, and conformed himself to the doctrine 
which he taught them. ‘ Beware of men: be ye 
« wise as serpents, .and harmless as doves.” There’ 
is an excess of caution unworthy of a noble and 


hues, KIN.) JESUS CHRIST. - bd 


generous mind, which damps exertion and poisons 
society. But there is also an excess of confidence 
which puts the candid and sincere in the power of 
the crafty and designing. True wisdom safely con- 
duets its possessor through the channel which 
divides them. “A prudent man,” says Solomon, 
 foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the 
* simple pass on, and are punished.” 

The chapter concludes with an ascription to 
Christ of one of the incommunicable attributes ef 
Deity, the knowledge of the thonghts of men: 
He knew all men, and’ needed not that any 
* should testify of man: for be knew what was 
in man.” Of this he had given an illustrious 
instance in the case of Nathanael, whose character 
he clearly discerned before any personal intercourse 
had taken place: “ Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee.” 
Here it is reduced to a general proposition of bigh 
moment. ‘“ The Father hath committed all judg- 
“ ment unto the Son:” and he is qualified for the 
discharge of this all-important office, by 2 perfect 
knowledge not only of the actions of a man’s life, 
but of, the motives from which he acted, and of 
the end at which he aimed. May it be engraved 
on the living table of our heart, that God “ hath 
“ appointed a day in the which he will jedge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he 
“ hath ordained ; whereof be hath given assurance 
« eto all men, in that he hath reised him from the 
* deed.” . 
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LECTURE XX. 


After administering the Lord's Supper. 


1 CORINTHIANS, XV. 35—44. 


But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with 
what body dothey come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest 
is pot quickened except it die. And that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it 
may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: but God 
giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him, and to every seed 
hisown body. All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is 
one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of 
fishes, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial; but the glory of the celestial is one, 
and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one 
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, andanother 
glory of ‘the stars ; for one star differeth from another star in 
glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead: it is cown in 
corruption, it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dis- 
honour, it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness, it is 
Taised in powers it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spi- 
ritual body. 


'T’o him who believes in the life and immortality 
which are brought to light by the Gospel; to him 
‘who bas the wituess of death every day presented 
to his eyes, and who feelg it continually in his own 
frame, can it ever be unseasonable or unprofitakle 
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to hear of, the ground of his holy faith, of his glo- 
rious privileges, of his exalted hope? Does-the 
worldling ever tire in calculating his gains, and of 
reckoning over his hoard? Is the eager heir ever 
cloyed in contemplating his fair and ample expected 
inheritance? When were the praises, the reported sac- 
cesses, wisdom, and virtue of a darling child, g bur- 
den on the listening ear of parental affection? When 
was the eye fatigued in surveying the beautiful and 
majestic fabric of nuture, or turned away from it 
with disgust ? Wherefore, then, should it be appre- 
hended that the disciple of Jesus, who has fied for 
refuge to the hope set before him, whose brightest 
prospects open beyond the grave, who is rejoicing in 
the promise of his Master's coming “ the second 
“time, without sin, unto salvation;” wherefore 
suppose that such a person could say, “ What a 
“ weariness is it!” when the preacher's theme is 
the complete restoration of man’s fallen nature, the 
resurrection of the body, the perfect resemblance of 
all the members of Christ to the glorious head, the 
final and unfading triumph of redeeming love? No, 
well-pleased you withdraw from the pursuit of tem- 
poral pleasure and profit, from surveying the king- 
doms of this world and the glory of them, from 
contemplating even the more glorious wonders of 
the starry heavens, to expatiate over the blisefal 
regions of Emanuel's land. to drink of “ the pure 
“ river of the water of life,” to eat of the fruit of 
the tree of life, to feast on the promise of “ new 

“ heavens and a new éarth, wherein dwelleth 
Cs “righteousness,” where there is no more death, 
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where the curse is not known, where God himself’ 
shall wipe away all tears from alt eyes. 

Previous to the breaking of bread, in commemo- 
ration of our Saviour’s dying love to perishing sin- 
ners, we were led to meditate on the final consum- 
mation which the ordinance has directly in view. 
** As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
*¢ do show the Lord's death till he come;” an event 
which involves in itself the fate of angels and of men; 
an event which shall exhibit the grandest display of 
the divine power and wisdom, of justice, goodness, 
and truth; an event which is at once the object of 
just terror, and the purest source of joy. One, and 
that not the least interesting, consideration con- 
nected with the prospect of that ‘ great and notable 
“day of the Lord,” is that which constitutes the 
subject of the apostle’s reasoning in the passage 
which has been now read, namely, the resurrection 
of thedead, The ground of belief respecting this is 
the truth and certainty of Christ's resurrection, on 
the third day after his passion, conformably to fre- 
quently repeated, well-known, and minutely parti- 
cular predictions respecting this illustrious event. 
These were the subject of the preceding Lecture. 
“ Jesus and the resurrection” were the great theme 
of Paul's preaching at learned Athens, and of his 
epistles to the churches, particularly to the Corin- 
thians, in this chapter, This is the sure foundation 
which God hath laid in Zion, and lo, what a strac- 
tare is Providence rearing upon it! 

” The apostle introduces an unbeliever cavilling at 
the doctrine of the resurrection, and triumphantly 
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demanding, as one defying all poseibility of reply, 
“How are the dead gaised up? and with what 
" body do they come ?” Grasping at mere phan- 
toms of worldly hope, credulous as children in 
admitting “ the unreal mockery” of a heated ima~ 
gination, men doubt and disbelieve only when the 
God of truth speaks; they are careless only where 
their spiritual and everlasting interests are con- 
cerned; they reject that which reason and religion 
concur to prove, which the constitution and frame 
of nature, in her unceasing reproductions, stamp 
with strikiug marks of probability, and which a 
revelation from heaven has rendered infallible. The 
objection of infidelity proceeds on the supposition 
that there is nothing apparent in the system of the 
universe which is analogous to the resurrection of 
the body ; that it is inconsistent with all knowledge 
and experience. The apostle goes on to demon- 
strate that this change, wonderful as it is, has its 
counterpart in nature, and is perfectly consistent 
with appearances which fall every day under every 
tan’s observation, and which are level to every 
human capacity. He refers the infidel to the uni- 
versally known and understood progress of vege- 
tation, which is a constant representation of death 
and the resurrection, of corruptibility and incorrsp- 
tion. One of the most obvious and ordinary opera- 
tiona in husbandry daily presents the image of this 
great mystery of godliness. The seed, O man, 
which thou castest into the ground, is surrendered 
to loss, to putrefaction, to death, It disappears, it 
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seems for ever gone, its form and substance, all, all 
is dissolved. No, Sir, it dies but to be quickened. 
Tudeed it could not havgphjimn quickened, unless it 
haf died. What dropped into the earth, a single, 
solitary grain, springs up out of it, increased thirty, 
sixty, a hundred fold. Had the little seed never 
known corruption, where would have been that 
goodly tree laden with golden fruit? It fell naked 
into the ground; it rises thence clothed witha new, 
verdant, transparent covering. It every day unfolds 
some latent beauty, it assumes a more majestic form, 
it expands an unknown excellence. Its temporary 
destruction is its perennial establishment. 

“ So also is the resurrection of the'dead.” ‘The 
body was emaciated by disease, it withered by 
reason of age, it was lost in the grave, it became a 
mass of corruption. But does it follow that it shall 
remain for ever a prey to corruption? Does it follow 
that it shall rise again with the self-same qualities 
which it formerly possessed? No, it is the glory 
of God not to raise up again weakness, mortality, 
corruption, but out of weakness to raise power, to 
clothe corruption with incorruption, to swallow up 
mortality of life. But how is this done? I cannot 
tell. O man, “thou knowest not what is the 
“ way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow 
“in the womb of her that is with child: even so 
thou knowest not the works of God who maketh 
“all.” Who is able to trace and to describe the 
common process of vegetable nature? Where is the 
man that presumes to explain that which is least? 
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Iv it any wonder, then, that limited faculties are 
lost in the investigation of that which is greatest ? 
Cart the clown tell how Me +sandfal of « bare grain” 
which he scattered slong the surface of the ground, 
has been transformed into a multitude of stately, 
fair, and fragrant plants? No, and neither can the 
philosopher. But the simplest clown is a philo- 
sopher teo enlightened to doubt, or to disbelieve, 
what uniform observation and experience have con- 
firmed to him, He is too wise to suspend the ope- 
rations of his aseful and necessary art, till he has 
discovered the how and the wherefore of it. Can 
the philosopher then arrogate to himself the praise 
of wisdom, who refuses the information, and denies 
himself the consolations of Christianity, because 
he cannot penetrate into every mystery, resolve 
every difficulty, and dispel all the obscurity which 
it presents ? What one art or science has been car- 
tied to its highest possible perfection? Do men 
theréfore neglect to avail themselves of the progress 
which has been made in science? And shall the 
most profound of all sciences, but which has of 
all others been most successfully investigated, 
whose discoveries are more far in number, and in 
their nature infinitely more important, than all the 
rest, be langhed to scorn, be despised and rejected, 
because it presents “ some things hard to be under- 
* stootl,” because some of its grander discoveries 
are teserved to a future exhibition, because there 
are “times and seasons,” interpositions, relations, 
VOL. V. 2A 
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and dependencies * which the Father hath put in 
* his own power.” 
Again, ‘ God,” it is said, “ giveth to every seed 
“¢t his own body.” “ Thou fool,” argues St. Paul, 
* that which thou sowest is not quickened except 
“it die. And that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
“not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it 
“-may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 
“ but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, 
“ and to every seed his own body.” This implies, 
that the change produced by the resurrection is 
not arbitrary or contingent, but established by a 
certain law, conformably to the nature and qualities 
of each distinct species. What was wheat con- 
tinues to be wheat, after it has risen again. What 
was any other kind of grain, when cast into the 
earth, rises up that self-same kind of grain, and no 
other, The individual substance is indeed changed, 
but the essential properties, the specific and distin- 
guishing qualities, remain. The same vital principle 
animates it in every state; when it sprang up in 
the germ.of the parent seed; when it became naked, 
dry grain; when it lay buried under the clod; 
when it mouldered away and died, and when it 
started up again in all the vigour and freshness of a 
new life. Doth not man, in like manner, in his 
body, in his mind, in his condition, undergo revo- 
lutions equally obvious, equally impressive, and 
yet continue always the same? He possesseg life 
and motion long before he begins to breathe; he 
lives, moves, and breathes, long before he begins to 
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reflect and reason. The dawnings of bis reason are 
not greatly superior to the instincts af some of the 
brute creation, Arrived, at length, at fulness of 
stature and of understanding, his faculties, like the 
tide at full, are instantly on the decline. Accident 
destroys them, vice deranges, disease impairs, age 
wastes them. All the while it was one and the 
same being who struggled in the womb, who crawled 
in infancy, who tottered in childhood, who flew 
on the wings of the wind in youth, who stately 
walked in the majesty of manhood, who again 
stooped, bended, tottered, crept under the pressure 
of old-age, who sunk in death. It was the self- 
same individual who now blazed in all the lustre of 
talents, station, and success, who strutted the envy 
and wonder of mankind, and who now moped and 
blinked in premature second childishness, the pity 
and scorn of the world. Explain to me wherein 
consisted the sameness which ran through all the 
successive changes of a short and transitory life of 
threescore years and ten, and you will teach your- 
self to conceive what it is that constitutes the iden- 
tity of that which was sown “a natural body,” and 
which shall be raised “ a spiritual body.” 

Inatead of vainly attempting to account for the 
sameness, is it not rather the part of wisdom to 
contemplate, and endeavour to improve, the diffe- 
rence of the one from the other, as it stands dis- 
played in the person of Christ the first-fruits, on 
the hallowed page of inspiration? The temple of 
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Ss mebrony Or ssts (ince, EX. 
‘bis body ‘was both ‘befove.dnd after dis tpkavion free 
frdm stain and blemish: but every other trman 
tame has in it'radical pollation and corruption. It 
is earthly, a mass of clay, taken ‘from the earth, 
dependint ‘apon it, chained down to it, and réndy 
to be swallbwed up of it again. It shui! be hea- 
venly, spiritual, imipassive; endowed with the cape- 
city’of toving with the expedition of thought, ‘the 
‘celestial vehicle of tn iminditul spirit, adapted ‘to 
“the vigdar and activity df that spirit, sibservient 
‘to its will, on the wing at fleastire‘up to its tnitive 
aelit, with the velocity of lightning in the ‘east, at 
the west, secotding as the command of the Mort 
High, or the desite of surveying his 'weys and his 
works, nmy determine the choice. ‘Roused by thit 
voice which awakens the dead, 'béhold the ‘huthtin 
body atrayed in light; it attempts & region, it ihin- 
‘gles with elements unitriell béfore; it spurtis the 
tomb, it mounts on high, it springs up “to meet 
the Lord in the air,” it mixes with angels, it 
checks the aspiring flight, and ‘presents the first. 
fruits of eternal bliss before the throne, it joins 
with adoration, love, and joy in the song ofthe 
Lamb: “ Thou wast slain and hast redeenied tis‘to 
“'God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
* tongue, and people, and nation; and hast itade 
* us unto our God kings and priests: worthy is'the 
* Lamb that was slain'to'receive power, and riches, 
“® and wisdoth, and stréxgth, and hononr,’and glory, 
and blessing :" “ Blessing, and ‘honour, ‘and 
* glory, and power, be“urito Him that sitteth upon 
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the throne, snd, unte the Lamb, for ever ang 
"© ever.” 3 

Jt i now a vile body; composed of gross ele. 
ments, subsisting op gross aliment, subjected to the 
apie lawg which govern the beasts that perigh. It 
may be rendered loathsome by sloth, by infirmity, 
by digease, by yice, by degth. Tho loveliest form 
in in one hour so altered, go disfigured, that we 
are obliged to turn from it with horror and aversion. 
Abraham must hasten to bury his Sarah out of hig 
sight. Remove that transparent veil of skin which 
the hand of nature has so curiously spread over the 
sinews and the flesh, and what a frightful spectre 
instantly appeara! Imegination shrinks from the 
hideous apparition. It shal] rise a glorious body, 
epsmposed of the purer elements which fly upward, 
living on incorruptible food, a pellucid wall of fire 
through which every emotion of the soul is distinctly 
visible, but which no sword of the adversary can 
penetrate, upsusceptible of wound, unsusceptible of 
dgpression, of weariness, of pain, of decay. In 
this world of woe the body has a glory not belonging 
to it, 9 glory that is its diggrace, its misery; the 
unnatural, ruinous glory of holding the immortal 
spirit im thraldom, of leading its sovereign captive 
at its will, of bending the heaven-born mind to the 
ignominiopus drudgery of the flesh. In the wor}d 
of bliss, the rea} order of nature shall be restored, 
the spirit shall resume its just empire, the body 
phall be invested with its proper glory, shall de- 
scepd into je subordinate stations hall feel its 
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highest gratification in becoming the ministering 
servant of intelligence, of rectitude, of benignity. 
That we may not seem all this while to have been 
retailing a fond man’s dream, we recur fo the his- 
tory of the wonderful changes which the bodies of 
some men have already undergone, and from which 
we may conclude what future changes, through 
the almighty power of God, the human frame is ca- 
pable of undergoing. ‘ By faith Enoch was trans- 
© lated that he should not see death; and was not 
found, because God had translated him:” his 
body, without being resolved: into its principles, 
without tasting death, was quickened into newness 
of life, and entered into the kingdom of heaven 
without passing through the grave. Moses sub- 
sisted for forty days together in the mount with 
God, and neither did eat nor drink. On his de- 
scent, the skin of his face shone, so as to dazale the 
eyes of the beholder, and-to render the interposition 
of a veil necessary. At the age of one hundred 
and twenty years, ‘ his eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated.” After a Inpse of fifteen 
centuries he revisited our earth in a glorious form, 
to do homage on the mount of transfiguration. 
Elijah undismayed mounts on fiery wheels to meet 
his God. His body, in an instant of time, ac. 
quires the power of resisting, of repelling the flame, 
or becomes assimilated to it, and burns unconsumed. 
‘The three children'bf the captivity fall down bound 
i the midst of the burning fiery farnace, but erise 
‘fod walk through the dames uninjured. Pau! is 
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“ caught up to the third heaven,” carried out of 
himself, transported into Paradise, and made to 
hear “ unspeakable words, which it is aot lawful for 
a man to utter.” 

But even those illustrious instances ‘“ have no 
glory, by reason of the glory that excelleth.” The 
glory to be conferred on every believer's vile body is, 
that it “ shall be fashioned like unto his glorious 
“body, according to the working whereby he is 
“able even to subdue all things unto himself.” 
Let us, therefore, take our ideas of the future * ex. 
“ ceeding and eternal weight of glory,” from what 
we know it was in him. What must have been the 
majesty of his person, and the dignity of his deport- 
ment, when he expelled the profaners of the temple, 
and they answered him never a word? With what 
energy and eloquence must he have expressed him- 
self, when a multitude under the influence of violent 
prejudice against him, overcome by force of truth, 
exclaimed, “ Never man spake like this man.” 
Behold him in the midst of the sea; the yielding 
waves become a pavement of adamant under his feet. 
He speaks the word, and the wind ceases to rage, 
and the tempest subsides into acalm. Moses en~ 
dured, sipported, a fast of forty days and forty nights 
in communion with God; Jesus underwent a simi- 
lar period of abstinence in the wilderness, being 
tempted of the devil. Mark that band of ruffians, 
assembled to apprebend him in the garden : they are 
lost to decency, lost to shame; they ame ready to 
rush upon their prey: Hig wrye himself in mild- 
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ness, he simply demands, “ Whom seek ye?” 
They instantly feel how awful goodness is, they 
shrink from the lustre of his eye. When with native, 
irresistible majesty he meets the inquiry, “I am 
* he,” they went backward, and fell to the ground. 

Such was the glory of that sacrerl body while as 
yet it had not invested itself with immortality ; 
while as yet it was liable to pain, and sorrow, and. 
death. But he displayed an anticipated view, even 
in a state of humiliation, of that splendour which 
he could assume and lay down at pleasure. On 
Tabor his whole form was altered; “ his face did 
¢ shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the 
“light.” This howcver was to undergo an eclipse. 
The Scripture must be fulfilled which saith, “ His 
** visage was so marred more than any man, and his 
** form more than the sons of men.” But after the 
resyrrection from the dead, this occasional and tran- 
sient glory became permanent and immutable. Be- 
hold, he bursts asunder the bars of thegrave. On 
the third day he raises up again the temple which 
the hands of wicked men had destroyed. Earth 
aud heaven feel and acknowledge a present Deity, 
The sons of Jight descend from their thrones to 
announce his revival, to minister at his feet. The 
solid globe is thrown into convulsions, “ There 
“ was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
“ descended from begven, and came and rolled back 
“the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His 
* countengnce was Bke lightning, and his raiment 
“white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers 
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«did shake, and became as dead men.” Early in 
the morning of the first day, he appears unto Mary, 
but “ her eyes were holden that she should not know 
«him ;" she supposes him to be the gardener, and 
in the bitterness of her soul exclaims: “ Sir, if 
thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou 
“hast laid him, and I will take him away.” In 
the twinkling of an eye, his voice, his appearance 
changes, and as his lips pronounce, in their well- 
known accent, the name of Mary, he stands con- 
fessed to the astonished mourner as her Lord and 
her God. 

Ata more advanced period of that same day, we 
behold him on the road which leadeth from Jerusa- 
Jem to Emmaus, on which he found two of his 
disciples, “ talking together of all these things which 
“had happened.” He joins himself to them, as 
they walked on their way in sadness. He enters 
into conversation with them; he expounds to them 
the Scriptures concerning himself. They are deeply 
affected, they are edified, their hearts barn within 
them, as he talks with them by the way, and 
while he opens to them the Scriptures. But all the 
while his body is concealed under a veil through 
which their eyes cannot pierce. In a moment the 
veil is withdrawn, as he blesses the bread, breaks it, 
and gives it to them; they recognize their much. 
lamented, greatly-beloved Master; he has resumed 
his form, and in an instant disappears: “ Their 
“ eyes were opened, and they knew hime; and be 
vanished out of their sight.” 
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In the evening of that same memorable first day 
of the week, the eleven and their companions being 
assembled to worship, and the doors carefully shut 
for fear of the Jews, lo, he is in the midst of them, 
speaking and dispensing peace. And yet it is the 
same body which was crucified. It bears the print 
of the nails which pierced his hands and his feet. 
Hiss side presents the scar of the wound inflicted by 
the soldier’s spear, But thet celestial body is no 
longer subject to the laws of matter. Walls of stone 
can neither exclude nor confine a spiritual substance. 
Gates and bars have no power of coercion, they are 
passed without being opened. Behold the first-fruits 
of them that sleep. Behold the proof, the pledge, 
the mode of the resurrection from the dead. Be- 
hold the glory which awaits all the redeemed of the 
Lord in that day when he maketh up his jewels. 

Let us take one glimpse more of the Saviour's 
glorified body. See, he leads out his wondering, 
delighted train as far as to Bethany, “ seen of above 
* five hundred brethren at once;” he lifts ap his 
hands and blesses them; “ and it came to pass, 
* while he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
“and carried up into heaven.” {nto this blessed 
image, Believer in Christ Jesus, thou art going to 
be transformed. That feeble body which sometimes 
can with difficulty creep to the house of prayer, to 
acommunion table, “ shall mount up with wings 
“as cagles,” shall behold the stars under its feet, 
shall range through unbounded space, shall ascend 
into the heaven of heavens, shall associate with the 
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cherubim and with the seraphim, with the bodies 
and spirits of just men made perfect, “ shall with 
“open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of 
“ the Lord, be changed into the same image, from 
* glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
Such, Christian, is the end of thy faith, the salva- 
tion of the soul, the redemption of the body from 
the grave. Such is the fruit of the love of God, the 
effect of Christ's death, the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. “ Beloved, now are we the sons of God; 
© and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
** we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
© like him; for we shall see him as he js.” 

The apostle suggests another very interesting idea 
on the subject of the resurrection. The children of 
the resurrection shall all be glorious, but the glory of 
all is not the same: for as in the natural world, “ there 
is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, 
*¢ another of fishes, and another of birds ;” as there 
are hodies celestial and bodics terrestrial, each invest- 
ed with its peculiar and appropriate glory and ex- 
cellency, as “ there is one glory of the sun, and 
‘another glory of the moon, and another glory of 
§* thestars; for one star differeth from another star 
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.” 
Next to the uniformity and regularity which pervade 
the system of the universe, the diversity and variety 
of the productions of nature, and of the ways of Pro- 
vidence, claim our attention and excite our admira- 
tion. To this diversity the field and the forest, the 
fragrant carth and the starry heavens, are indebted for 
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all their beauty. Hence the brute creation derives 
utility and importance, and human society its being 
and cofort. Undcr the addition of another orb simi- 
lar to that which illumines and animates the world, 
nature would be oppressed, and mourn, and expire. 
Withdraw that single little moon, that speck in crea- 
tion, that mere attendant minister on our globe, and 
what a blank is left in the system, what myriads are 
rendered comfortless, how the harmony is destroyed ! 
Countless as various are the stars in the firmament; 
but the subtraction, the transposition, the accelerated 
or retarded motion of one of the least of them would 
unbinge the general frame, unsettle the balance, 
and introduce confusion. But arranged as they are, 
counterpoised, sustained by the arm of Omnipotence, 
every one lends its portion of strength, beauty, and 
stability to the whole. Each orb reflects lustre on 
its oppesite; an harmonious discord becomes pro- 
ductive of perfect union; every thing differs, and 
yet every thing agrees. In the present imperfect 
state of the moral world, we must not look for the 
harmonious variety which reigns in the kingdom of 
nature. Society presents not only variety of rank, 
of talents, of possessions, but differences of opinion, 
oppositions of interest, the fermentation of passions, 
Offences will come, peace must be disturbed, blood 
must flow. But in the resurrection of the dead the 
harmonies of grace shall correspond to those of na- 
ture, for universal nature shall be under the do- 
minion of love. ‘ Christ loved the Church, and 
* gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and 
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« cleanse it with the washing of water by the word : 

* that he might present it to himself a glorious 
* church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
‘thing; but that it should be holy and without 
* blemish.” From what has been said, let us, 

1. Bless God for the clear light in which this all- 
important doctrine is pleced. The evidence of it 
pours into the eye, rushes into the heart, every step 
we take. As often as we walk out into the corn- 
field, we have the image of death and of the re- 
surrection from the dead. The husbandman cast 
in the seed that it might die, that it might see cor- 
ruption. The sight of the springing grain assures 
us that he sowed in hope, and that his hope maketh 
him not ashamed. “ So also is the resurrection of 
“ the dead.” Every time the epicure sits down to a 
feast, he has in the dainties of his table a representa- 
tion of the varieties which the day of the renova- 
tion of al] things shall display. Every time that the 
contemplative man “ considers the heavens, the 
“ work of God’s fingers, the moon and the stars 
* which he hath ordained,” he perceives an image 
of the future glory of the redeemed. “As one star 
“ differeth from another star in glory, so also is the 
resurrection of the dead.” The weariness and 
wasting of the bodily vigour throws the human 
frame night by night into the semblance of death, 
the freshness of the dawn restores il to newness of 
life; “so also is the resurrection of the dead,” 
“them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
“him.” Why should it be thought a thing incre- 
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 dible with you that God should raise the dead?” 
Was not that stately oak once a dry acorn? Was 
not that gorgeous bird of a thousand radiant colours 
enclosed in a putrid shell? Did not that wonder of 
every eye, of every ear, once crawl a poor helpless 
reptile? How grievously do men err, “ not knowing 
* the Scriptures and the power of God.” 

2. The doctrine has a happy tendency to reconcile 
the mind to the prospect of our own dissolution. 
The body, the object of so much anxiety and 
attention, is after all but a flimsy garment, of feeble 
texture, and of perishable materials. And is it 
indeed such a mortification to lay down an old, 
rusty, galling armour, and go to rest at case, when 
the labours and dangers of a hard warfare are at an 
end? Is it so very humiliating to part with worn- 
out raiment, with filthy rags, to exchange them 
for robes of immortality ? This is the prospect which 
the resurrection opens to the Christian’s hope. This 
is the change which passed upon Joshua the high 
priest in prophetic vision, the emblem of final deli- 
verance, of unfading glory. “ Now Joshua was 
“clothed with filthy garments, and stood before 
“the angel. And he answered and spake unto 
* those that stood before him, saying, Take away 
“ the filthy garments from him. And unto him he 
“said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
* from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
“raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre 
“ upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his 
“ head, and clothed him with garments, And the 
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angel of the Lord stood by.” These are the 
words which deserve to be written, to be printed in 
a book, to be graven with an iron pen and lead, in 
the rock for ever: “I know that my Redeemer 
“liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day 
“upon the earth: and though, after my skin, 
“ worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
“ gee God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
“ eyes shall behold, and not another; though my 
reins be consumed within me.” 

$. “I would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 
“thren, concerning them which are asleep, that 
“ ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.” 
You have been called, it may be, to bury out of 
your sight what was once youth and beauty, talents 
and virtue, wisdom and piety. But these were, on 
earth, necessarily blended with weakness and im- 
perfection. That weakness and imperfection remain 
in the grave, never to rise again. What are the 
transient youth and fading beauty of this world ? 
What are the talents and the virtues of the wisest 
and the best of men, compared to the celestial 
radiance, the immortal vigour, the unsullied purity, 
the sublime wisdom, of beings shining in their 
Redeemet’s likeness! Were it in your power, could 
you find in your heart, to bring back a beloved 
child, a friend dear to you as your own soul, toa 
state of depression, and pain, and sorrow? No, the 
bitterness of death is past. The last enemy hath 
done his worst. They were first ready; they have 
reached home before us. Therefore, 
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4. “Be ye not slothful, but followers of them 
“who, through faith and patience, inherit the pro- 
mises.” Be constantly aiming at higher degrees 
of moral and intellectual excellence; at those qua- 
lities which, though of little estimation in the eyes 
of men, are in the sight of God of great price, and 
constitute the glory of the kingdom of heaven. Be 
silently, unostentatiously adding, “ with all diligence, 
“to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; 
“ and to knowledge, temperance; and to temper- 
“ance, patience ; and to patience, godliness; and 
“ to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
“kindness, charity. For if these things be in you, 
“ and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 
“be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
“Lord Jesus Christ.” “ Finally, brethren, what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things are 
“honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
“things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
“ whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
“any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on - 
“ these things:” Seeing that in the resurrection, 
those “who sleep in the dust of the earth shalt 
“ awake,—and they that be wise shall shine as the 
« brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 
“ many to righteousness as the stars for ever end 
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LECTURE XXI. 


JOHN IV. 46—54. . 


So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the 
water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son 
was sick at Capernanm, When he heard that Jesus was come 
out of Judea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought 
him that he would come down and heal his son: for he was at 
the point ofdeath. Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see 
signs and wonders ye will not believe. The nobleman saith 
unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith 
unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth, And the man believed 
the word that Jesus had spoken uuto him, and he went 
his way. And ashe was now going down his servants met 
him, aad told him, saying, Thy son liveth. Then inquired 
he of them the hour wheu he began to amend. And they 
said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left 
him. So the father knew that it was at the same hour in 
the which Jesus said anto him, Thy son liveth; and himself 
believed, and his whole house, This is again the second 
miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Jedea into 
Galilee. 


THE most serious businesses of human life make 

but a sorry figure when they come to.be recorded. 

Interesting to the individual, and for the moment, 

they awaken no general concern, and become to the 

parties themselves, when the moment is past, “ trifles 

“ light as air.” . The avidity with which fresh jour- 
YOl. V- “B 
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nals are read is a perfect contrast to the indifference 
with which they are treated on the second or the 
third day. Let a man sit down to write the history 
of his own life; let him be the busiest and most 
important of personages, and what has he got to 
relate? A meagre account of the miles he travelled, 
of the bargains he drove, of the spectacles he 
beheld, of the viands which covered hig table, and 
of the guests who surrounded it. Into this little 
measure shrink the achievements of the great, the 
splendour, pomp, and pride of kings, as well as the 
short and “ simple aanals of the poor.” When the 
pageant has passed by, it is as a vision of the night, 
it vanishes into air, it leaves no track behind. In 
vain is the monumental column reared. The hand 
of time erases the inscription, shakes the fabric, 
erumbles it into dust. In vain does History promise 
to save from oblivion, and to confer immortality. 
The author, his work, his subject, the very language 
in which he wrote, all perish. 

Nevertheless there are illustrious exceptions. 
There have been persons whose names are dear to 
every sueceeding generation, and who shall be had 
in everlasting remembrance; who were engaged in 
pursuits of endless utility, and producing events 
which shall never spend their force. And there is 
a record which survives the lapse of ages, the ravages 
of barbarism, the revolutions of empire, and which 
shall outlive the dissolution of worlds, There we 
contemplate the deathless glory of the venerable 
benefactors of mankind, *being dead yet speak,” 
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who were and are the light of the world. All those 
scattered rays of light are collected into one focal 
point, in the person of Jesus Christ. “To him 
* give all the prophets witness ;”—“ all the promises 
* of God in him are yea, and in him amen, unto the 
“ glory of God ;”—“ the nations of them which are 
* saved walk in his light, and the kings of the earth 
* do bring their glory and honour into it.” 

In the busiest and mest active life there are long 
and frequent intervals of repose. Much must be 
allowed to human infirmity both of body and mind; 
the spirit may be willing, but the flesh is weak. 
One life alone displays an incessant progress in do- 
ing good ; no word idly spoken, no moment unpro- 
fitably spent, no step unnecessarily taken. The 
night itself is made a season of devotion, the hour of 
social refreshment becomes an occasion of communi- 
cating useful knowledge, a walk into the corn-fields 
or by the shore of the sea, a journey from city to 
city, an ascent into the mountain, all are sacred 
to one commanding object, the glory of God and 
the good of mankind, the instruction of the igno- 
rant, the pardon of the guilty, the relief of the 
miserable, - 

The solemnities of the passover being finished, 
Jesus, according to the wisdom which directed all 
his’ proceedings, thought it proper to retire from 
Jerusalem, and to return into Galilee. The road 
lay through Samaria. The inhabitants of that 
conntry, though descegged from the same stock 
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with the Jews, and once members together with 
them of the commonwealth of Isracl, were now 
cordially hated and despised by them. But they 
possessed the eame “ lively oracles of God,” they 
looked for the same Messiah promised to their com- 
mon fathers, and they gladly received the word 
when it came unto them, The great Prophet whom 
they expected takes this opportunity of paying them 
a visit ; they acknowledge him, and believe on his 
name, Having continued with them two days, 
sowing the precious seed, expounding from Moses 
and all the prophets, in all the Scriptures, the 
things concerning himself, and thus extended the 
boundaries of the kingdom of God, he pursued 
his journey to Galilee, and returned “to Cana, 
“where he made the water wine.” Beside his 
general and leading object, to preach the gospel 
of the kingdom, he might intend, by revisiting that 
city, to express the affection of a kind relation to the 
new-married pair who resided there, to strengthen 
their union by his benediction, by his counsel, 
by participating in their domestic cares and com- 
forts, and to confirm them and the other inhabi- 
tants of the place in the faith which they had pro- 
fessed. 

Tt was so ordered of Providence that at’ the time 
of his return, a distinguished family in the neigh-. 
bouring town of Capernaum was visited with a sore 
affliction. ‘ There was a certain nobleman, whose 
son was sick at Ca .” The word trans- 
lated nobleman signifies er, one employed near 
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the person, or in the service of a king. Herod was 
but a delegated and limited sovereign : “ ‘Tetrarch of 
* Galilee,” that is, governor, under the Roman 
emperor, of the fourth part of a province. But he 
was permitted to assuinc the title and state of king, 
because it swelled the pride of the imperial despot 
to lord it over many subordinate and dependant 
thrones. Capernaum bcing within the limits of 
Herod’s government, be no doubt occasionally re- 
sided in that city, and there probablyat this time held 
his court; and the nobleman in question might 
either officially or from affection be in attendance 
upon his master. But the vicinity of a court, and 
the rank of nobility, are no security against the 
inroads of disease and death, for they too are tainted 
with sin. The danger of losing a child excites a 
thousand anxieties in the bosom of a parent; what- 
ever be the station or condition. There are in- 
numerable circumstances which level all distinctions. 
The honourable feelings of humanity are of this 
description, parental and filial affection, with the 
kindred charities of the human heart, sympathy with 
the distressed, and a desire to assist and relieve 
them; theve constitute a dignity, a nobility, which 
God alone can bestow, and which the air of a court 
tends rather to blight than to cherish. This good 
man, however, has not sunk the father in the cour- 
tier. Anxiety about the life of his child suspends 
the pride of rank, the duties of office, the etiquette 
of nobility. “ When *~ that Jesus was come 
* out of Judea into Gl _& he went unto him, and 
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“ besought him that he would come down and heal 
§ his son: for he was at the point of death.”"~ 

«A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” 
The fame of Jesus was now spread over the whole 
land. When he came back from Jerusalem to Ga- 
lilee, * the Gelileans received him, having seen all 
* the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast : 
“ for they also went unto the feast.” The report 
which they made at home, of his mighty works, 
as well as of his condescension and benevolence, had 
reached the ears of the great, and excited attention. 
We fondly listen to what promises ease; we grasp 
the very shadows of probability, and frequently make 
experiments with little hope of success. All that 
medical skill could effect had, in this case, undoubt- 
edly been attempted, but attempted in vain. It is 
one, and not the least of the evils attendant on 
poverty, to know of a remedy without the means of 
procuring it. The rich have at least this consolation 
in extremity, that every thing was done which in- 
fluence eould command, or money purchase. But 
the nobleman of Capernaum is not to be taxed 
with credulity for believing the report concerning 
Christ, or for building upon it the hope of a cure 
which medicine had been unable to effect. Instead 
of sending for him, as in the case of ordinary physi- 
cians, “he went to him.” The distance between 
Capernaum and Cana was about a day’s journey, as 
we may gather from verse 52. He was met oa hie 
way homeward, rajoicing ‘~ the belief of the power 
wad grace of Christ the after he bad rogaived 
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the assurance: “ Yesterday,” said the servants, “ at 
« the seventh hour, the fever left him.” Here then 
we have nobility descending from its stateliness, 
waving ceremony, assuming the form of a suppli- 
cant, Was it thereby degtaded? No: to follow the 
honest impulse of nature, to submit to the obli- 
gations of propriety and decorum, to employ fair 
means to obtain a desirable end, is no degradation, 
even toa prince. Vicealone degrades, and exposes 
a man to shame, and lowers his dignity in the eyes 
of God, and of his fellow creatures. 

Calamity brings down the loftiness of the human 
spirit. We have a noted instance of this in the 
history of Ben-hadad the king of Syria. In the 
pride of his heart, in girdiog on his harness, in the 
confidence of superiority, he sends this insulting 
message to the king of Israel: “ Thus saith Ben- 
“ hadad, Thy silver and thy gold is mine, thy wives 
“also and thy children, even the goodliest, are 
* mine.” Unmollified by submission, he assumes 
a still haughtier tone, and proceeds to take by 
violence what had been quietly yielded to bim. 
But brought to himself by a total defeat pf his for- 
midable army, he lowers his tone and humbles him- 
self to the man whom he had insulted: servants 
with sackcloth girded on their loins, and ropes 
upon their heads, “ came to the king of Israel, and 
“ said, Thy sercant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, 
© let me live,” a confirmation of the truth of the 
wise man’s observatin=- “ Pride goeth hafore de- 
struction: and atl eghty spirit before a fall.” 
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“and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
* believe.” The nobleman of Capernaum had pro- 
bably expressed himself in similar terms, and 
thereby incurred this reproof of his incredulity, 
which seemed to convey a denial of his suit. 
Parental affection perseveres in following up bis 
request, He tacitly admits the justice of Christ's 
censure, but waves discussion, and in the anguish 
of his soul renews his supplication to him, to whom 
misery never applied in vain: “Sir, come down 
“ere my child die.” Where the heart is deeply 
interested the “ words are few,” but O how forcible ! 
The feelings of a parent are seen with approbation 
by the friend of mankind, who knows what is in 
man, and to whom nothing that affects humanity 
can be a matter of indifference. ‘“ Jesus saith unto 
“him, Go thy way; thy son liveth.” That word, 
that one little word, has in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, reached Capernaum, has ex- 
pelled a mortal distemper, has relieved a wretched 
father from a pressure under which he was sinking, 
and has inspired him with a confidence never more 
to beshaken. He receives his son as one alive from 
the dead ; he learns to correct his false ideas of the 
power of Christ, and to submit implicitly to his 
decisions. ‘“ And the man believed the word that 
Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.” 
The sequel unfolds an amiable, interesting, and 
iastructive view of domestic life. When the master 
left his bome to go in quest of relief to his ebild, 
the servants of the family; some of them actually 
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slaves, entering into their lord’s feelings, tend the 
sick bed of the young man with all the attention 
and solicitude of humble friends, not with the eye- 
service of mercenary or compelled drudges. They 
observe every symptom of the disorder, they watch 
over every motion of the patient, they outrun his 
wants and wishes, they tremble for the issue, they 
mark with transport the moment of convalescence, 
and, to spare the tender parent every unnecessary 
pang of painful apprehension, instead of waiting for 
his return, they send offa deputation of their number, 
the instant that the fever came to a crisis, to 
announce the welcome tidings to their beloved 
master. What honour does this reflect on all the 
parties! ITumao life consists of a reciprocation of 
kind affections, expressions, and actions, or their 
contraries. In vain does the unfeeling, insolent, 
tyrannical despot expect dutiful, cheerful, cordial 
attachment and submission from domestics and 
dependants. By failure in his own duty, he has 
set them the example of harshness, want of sym- 
pathy, and disrespect. The inferior almost always 
takes the tone from his superior. If you see ob- 
sequious; faithful, diligent servants, or attentive, 
dutiful, affectionate children, rest assured that the 
master and mistress of the family, that the parents 
of the children, are wise, gentle, and good. Most 
families in the metropolis, especially those of high 
rank, are uncomfortable, because mutual attach- 
maent subsists not between the rulers and the fled. 
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It is a there intercourse of accommodation and in- 
terest, in which neither the heart nor conscience 
hath any part. The paltry consideration of a month’s 
wages settles the account on either side. In the 
Temoter parts of the kingdom, the relation of master 
and servant is a tacit compact of unlimited duration. 
The servant is adopted into the family, and looks 
up to the heads of it with filial respect, gratitude, 
and confidence. No separate interest, no divided 
or contradictory views and pursuits, disturb domes- 
tic tranquillity. "The family of this nobleman was 
not far from the kingdom of God, for the spirit of 
love was its governing principle, and God is love. 
“ And as he was now going down his servants met 
“him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. Then 
inquired he of them the hour when he began to 
* amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the 
seventh hour the fever left him.” “~~ 

One of our highest mental pleasures consists in 
comparing object with object, in order to discover 
coincidence, similitude, difference, or contrast. This 
pleasure must have been enjoyed in singular purity 
on this joyful occasion. The distance of the two 
cities was well known. It employed a whole day, 
and the exertions of a man of rank and fortune, fur- 
nished with all the means of expeditious travelling, 
and under the stimulus of paternal affection, to go 
from Capernaum to Cana. How pleasant was it to 
compare that distance, and the usual rate of journey- 
ing, with the inconceivably rapid transition of the 
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word of Christ! What acontrast! Here then was 
a demonstration of the controlling power of Christ 
over space; it was not needful that he should go up 
or come down, that he should be on the same spot 
with the object of his beneficence, for the purpose 
of effecting a cure. The divine attribute of omni- 
presence was accordingly displayed. The measure- 
ments of time are equally well-known and under- 
stood ; and there was.a peculiarly powerful motive 
on both sides to mark the precise moment. Here 
an opportunity was afforded of instituting a second 
comparison, and lo, what a coincidence between the 
time of the father’s observation and that of the ser» 
vants, that is, when Jesus spake the word to the 
one, and when the others perceived a sensible change 
to the better, in their young master’s health! If 
ever the relation of cause and effect existed, it was 
in this case. And here was a display of another di- 
vine attribute, time as well as space subdued to the 
will of him who filleth all space; whose existence 
was before time began to flow, and runneth through 
the whole extent of its duration; with whom a 
thousand years are as one day, and one day asa 
thousand: years; who measureth the lapse of mo- 
ments and of ages by a standard unalterable as the 
ordinances of Heaven, and by a standard still more 
intelligible, sensible, interesting, and endearing, 
uninterrupted, unwearied acts of loving-kindness 
and tender mercy. 

It would be ungencrous and unjust to ascribe the 
nobleman’s minuteness of inquiry-to doubt, or slow- 
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ness of belief, for the history expressly saith, “ The 
man believed the word that Jesus had spoken 
“ unto him, and went his way,” confiding entirely 
in the truth and faithfulness of that word, long be- 
fore the evidence of it met him on the road. But 
that Jesus in whom he trusted graciously gave him 
this confirmation of his faith, that he might feel the 
solidity of the rock on which all his hope rested. 
Faith is faith, though bat asa grain of mustard-seed; 
for that grain contains an immortal germ, pregnant 
with all the beauty and richness of a future harvest. 
The apostles themselves were somctimcs weak, at 
other times strong in the faith: sensible of this they 
prayed unto the Lord that he would “ increase” it. 
The principle is sound, it is vital: it may lie dor- 
mant, it may suffer depression, but it cannot expire. 
So the father knew that it was at the same hour in 
“ the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth ; 
“ and himself believed, and his whole house.” 

The miracles of Christ always look farther than 
to their immediate object. Application is made for 
the removal of a bodily infirnity ; the diseases of the 
mind are st the same time reached by the healing 
power of the Redeemer, and the spectators are 
made sensible of adivine energy. The blind man 
comes in hope of having his sight restored, he goes 
away seeing, and with the unspeakably greater bless- 
ing, the eyes of his understanding are opened. 
Behold that helpless paralytic, “borne of four,” 
stretched motionlesé¢ on his couch. At the word of 
Christ he recovers strength, aries, takes up his bed, 
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goes forth before them all, and departs to his house, 
not only with a body every whit whole, but with a 
soul relieved from the dreadful pressure of the guilt 
of sin: “ Jesus said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, 
* thy sins be forgiven thee.” Mark these ten lepers, 
outcasts from society, loathsome to themselves, an 
abomination to others, labouring under a malady 
which medicine could not reach; they stand afar 
off, they lift up their voices, they cry for mercy. As 
they went, at the command of Christ, to show 
themselves to the priests, they were cleansed. To 
nine of the ten it proved a mere temporary relief, a 
corporal purgation ; the fatal leprosy of sin remained 
to defile the conscience. To the tenth, a stranger, 
a Samaritan, it proved at once the cure of bodily 
disease and of mental pollution: “ Andone of them, 
«‘ when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and 
“ with a loud voice glorified God; and fell down 
“on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and 
“he wasa Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, 
‘¢ Were there not ten cleansed ? but where are the 
“nine? There are not found that return to give 
* glory to God, save this stranger. And he said 
* unto him, Arise, go thy way; thy faith hath made 
® thee whole.” 

Tlustrious to the same purpore is the biedecy of 
the miracle under review. The nearer and more 
immediate object is a sick child at Capernaum, re- 
stored instantaneous!y from threatening indisposition 
to perfect soundness. But cdfsider how many mo- 
mentous circumstances are involved in that one 
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object. The father was a person of the very first 
distinction, connected with the higher powers of 
this world, at the head of a numerous and well- 
ordered household, a man of urbanity, understand- 
ing, and address. Converted himself to the faith of 
the Gospel, behold him disposed to employ the whole 
weight of his influence, of his authority, of his ex- 
ample, in promoting the cause which he himself 
had from conviction embraced. Incalculable is the 
effect which one man of character, talents, and vir- 
tue may produce in a court, a city, a kingdom, a 
world. No one can be solitatily either good or 
wicked. The contagion whether of virtue or vice is 
quickly caught and communicated, with this dif- 
ference, that in the one case there is a repulsive 
faculty that guards the system against the admis- 
sion of the gracious principle, and which therefore 
needs to be corrected, whereas in the other there is 
a predisposition to absorb the poison, which it re- 
quires no common skill and attention to prevent. 
Whatever might be the more remote or more exten- 
sive influence of this good man’s faith and piety, the 
Evangelist informs us that it embraced at least the 
whole of his own family: “ and himself believed, 
* and his whole house.” Tere was another province, 
by a strong hand rent from the empire of Satan, and 
added to the kingdom of the Messiah; “ for be must 
“ reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet.” 
We conclude with a few practical reflections eug- 
gested by this portias&of our blessed Lord's history. 
i. Events, to our apprehension, casual, ordinary, 
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merely things of course, are, in the purpose of the 
Eternal Mind, order, connexion, mutual depend- 
ance, Our eyes are too feeble to discern how deli- 
cately fine the hinges are on which the mighty 
machinery of heaven moves, The enterprises of 
man exhibit the noise and bustle of preparation, and 
violence of exertion, and lo, they come to nothing; 
they commence in a blaze, and presently issue in 
smoke. The designs of the Most High have, from 
imperceptible beginnings, made a silent, unnoticed 
progress, and have acquired strength irresistible 
before attention was excited; they issue from a dark 
cloud, and advance with growing lustre unto the 
perfect day. What more common than sickness in 
a numerous family? Uniform health, not occasional 
disease, is the wonder. The malady of a beloved 
child spreads a sable veil over an honourable house; 
it threatens to imbitter the fature days of survivors: 
the hand of death is lifted up to strike the decisive 
blow. It is a critical moment. The Lord gives the 
word. The child lives, the parent believes, the 
whole house is converted unto the Lord; an impres- 
sion favourable to Christianity is made on the public 
mind, the dominion of grace is extended, and the 
kingdom of glory opens to view. From such a 
hidden source, inaccessible as that of the Nile, 
issues the majestic river, destined to adorn and fer- 
tilize distant regions and the nations which inhabit 
them. This day salvation came to the house of that 
nobleman. It wore a lowering afpect, but it bright- 
ened as it went. 
vol. ¥. 2c 
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2. Mark the impartial regards of the great Lord 
of all to his creatures of every order and condition. 
With some men there is a strong prejudice in favour 
of nobility and affluence, as if they implied great- 
ness, generosity, capacity. Others are actuated by 
a prejudice equally violent and unreasonable against 
them. Wisdom says, Look to the man and not to 
his circumstances. Goodness is the object of com- 
mendation and esteem, whether in the high or the 
low, the rich or the poor; and vice is odious what- 
ever be the condition of life. A righteous judge 
considercth the cause, not the rank and character, 
of the parties, And lest there should be an im- 
proper bias to the side of poverty, as there some- 
times is to the side of wealth, the law very wisely 
throws in this caution: “ Neither shalt thou coun- 
tenance a poor man in his cause.” Our Lord sets 
the example of this impartiality. Nobility could 
be no recommendation to his favour, neither was it 
any bar in the way. The distress, the importunity, 
the parental affection of the man moved his com- 
passion, the current of which could not be impeded 
by the consideration of his being a courticr. It is 
a melancholy reflection, “ that not many wise men 
“ after the flesh, not many mighty, not many uoble, 
are called ;” but it is pleasing to reflect that the 
tule is not absolute and universal. The history of 
the Christian church, and the state of the world at 
this day, exhibit many glorious instances of the 
triumph of divine grace over the fascination of high 
rank, the deceitfulness of riches, and the pride of 
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life. As such persons had more to combat and to 
overcome than others, the combat and the conquest 
redound the more to the glory of God, in whose 
strength they overcome. 

3. We have before us an example of high moral 
virtue, existing without a principle of saving faith. 
This nobleman adorned bis exalted station by qua- 
lities estimable in whatever rank. He ruled well 
his own house. He was an affectionate parent, and 
akind master. And when we behold a man ful- 
filling the duties of one relation reputably to himself 
and usefully to others, we are bound in charity to 
believe, that he acts worthily in the other relations 
of life. When an instance of this kind presents 
itself, it excites regret that such a one, though 
“ not far from the kingdom of God,” should never- 
theless come short. It is religion that confers dignity 
on high birth, and that gives energy to virtue. If 
then this man were respectable and exemplary by 
his virtuous conduct, how much more so is he, when 
faith is added to virtue, now that a divine principle 
sanctifies, animates, ennobles every action, and ren- 
ders ordinary employments not only a reasonable 
but a religious service. Morality, then, may exist 
without religion, but there can be no religion 
without morality. “ Faith, if it hath not works, is 
‘dead, being alone;” “ for as the body without 
“ the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
* also.” If in his mere civil and moral capacity the 
nobleman of Capernaum administered his affairs so 
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wisely and so well, what must have been the ardour 
of natural affection, his discretion in the management 
of his household, the propriety of his personal de- 
portment, now that his understanding is illumi- 
nated, and his heart warmed, and the path of his 
feet. guided, by the sacred flame of religion! now 
that “the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, 
had appeared to him, teaching” him, as it does 
all its subjects, ‘that denying ungodliness and 
* worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
“and godly, in this present world; looking for 
* that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
“ the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who 
“ gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
“all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
“ people, zealous of good works.” 

4. Do we feel parental solicitude about the bodily 
health, and the mental improvement, and the worldly 
prosperity of our children? What then ought to be 
the fervour of our spirits at 2 throne of grace, to 
obtain for them an interést in the favour of God, 
the knowledge that maketh wise unto salvation, 
the spirit of sanctification, a right to an “ inheri- 
* tance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
“ not away ?” From their relation to us they derive 
pollution, guilt, condemnation, and death: and 
shall we not be stimulated to rcpair the injury we 
have done them; and by nurture, by example, by 

wayer and supplication, become the instruments 
of making them “ ‘partakers of the divine nature,” 
and of raising them totherank of“ heirs of God, 
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«and joint heirs with Christ.” Woe unto them, 
and unto us, unless they are adopted into a nobler 
family, and exalted to higher privileges, than those 
to which the birth of nature entitles them; and 
unless they “ receive the Spirit of adoption, where- 
“ by they may cry, Abba, Father.” What will it 
be to present ourselves, at length, and our offepring, 
whether after the flesh, or after the spirit, or both 
in one, with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
saying, “ Bebold, I, and the children which God 
“hath given me!” Let this prospect direct our 
wishes, dictate our prayers, animate our exertions, * 
till, with Israel, we have power with God and with 
men, and prevail. 

&. Finally, In the presence of that God with 
whom we have to do, and of Jesus, * who is God 
* over all, and blessed for ever,” all space shrinks 
into a span, all duration into amoment. “Am Ia 
*¢ God at hand, suith the Lord, and not a God afar 
off? Do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the 
“ Lord?” Realize that awful omnipresence as a 
guard upon the heart, upon the tongue, upon the 
life ; as a ground of hope and a source of joy in 
every dark and trying hour. “God is a very pre- 
‘sent help in trouble.” ¢‘ Though I walk through 
* the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no 
* evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
* they comfort me.” He is faithful who hath pro- 
mised, to his Israel whom he hath created, whom 
he hath formed, whom he hath redeemed, whdtt 
he hath called by name, “ When thou passest 
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“through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
“ through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; 
® when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt 
not be burnt; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
© thee.” Are “a thousand years in his sight but 
‘as yesterday, when it is past, and as a watch in 
“the night? And do“ we spend our years as a 
* tale that is told 2” ‘* See then that ye walk cir. 
“ cumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming 
“ the time, because the days are evil.” There is 
no commodity which men trifle with so sadly, 
when they have it at command, as time; and no 
one the loss of which they so bitterly deplore, when 
it is in their power no longer. Account every 
instant critical and decisive, for undoubtedly many 
are so. Remember that you are the disciples of 
him who saith of himself; “ I must work the work 
“ of him that sent me while it is day: the night 
cometh, when no man can work,” 
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LECTURE XXII. 


MATTHEW VIII. 5—12, and LUKE Vif. 1—10. 


And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto 
him a centurion, besgeching him, and saying, Lord, my 
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tor= 
mented, And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal 
him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not 
worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak 
the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For lam 
a man under authority, having soldiers under me, and I say 
to this man, Go, and he gocth ; and to another, Come, and 
he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 
When Jesus heard it he marvelled, and said unto them that 
followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great 
faith, no not in Yerael. And 1 say unto you, that many 
shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the hingdom of heaven. 
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way, and as 
thou hast believed, so be it donc unto thee. And his ser- 
vant was healed in the self-same hour.—Now when he had 
ended all his sayiugs in the audience of the people, he en- 
tered into Capernaum. Anda certain centurion’s servant, 
who was dear unto him, was sick and ready to die. And 
when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the 
Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his ser- 
vast. And when they to Jesus, they bezought bim 
instantly, saying, that he was worthy for whom he shoul 
do this; for he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a 
synagogue. Then Jesus went with them. And when he 
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was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to 
him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself; for E ara 
not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof; where- 
fore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but 
say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also 
am a man set under authority, baving under me soldiers; 
and I sayuntoone, Go, and hegoeth ; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doethit. 
‘When Jesus heard these things he marvelled at him, and 
turned him about, and said unto the people that followed 
him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no 
not in Israel. And they that were sent, returning to the 
house, found the servant whole that had been sick. 


"THE various orders of men which exist in society 
are a demonstration that society is in a very imper- 
fect and corrupt state. Restore everlasting and 
‘universal peace to a troubled world, and the profes- 
sion of a soldier is at an end. There were then no 
“battle of the warrior with confused noise, and 
« garments rolled in blood.” While injustice, vio- 
lence, and cruelty, ate in the world, there must be 
tribunals, and prisons, and scaffolds, The ravages 
of disease, and the thousand accidents to which 
human life is exposed, render necessary the inter- 
position of the healing art. When the time of 
the restitution of all things shall come, the office of 
public instructor shall cease. ‘‘ They shall not teach 
© every man his neighbour, and every man his bro- 
“ ther, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know 
“me, from the least to the greatest.” To this 

ssed consummation we are encouraged to look 
forward, when the spirit of iove shall absorb the 
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flame of discord, and make the sword drop from 
the hand of the man of war; when the courts shall 
be.shut, and the prison-doors thrown open, because 
fraud and violence are no more; when, in the beau- 
tifully figurative language of the prophet, “* The 
* wolf also shall; dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 
‘‘ pard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, 
and the young lion, and the fatling together, and 
“alittle child shall lead them. And the cow and 
% the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
“ down together: and the lion shall eat straw like 
“the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the 
‘hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
“ his band on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
* hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the 
* earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
* as the waters cover the sea.” 

Certain professions, it has been alleged, have in 
their very nature a corruptive quality. That of 
the military man is supposed to be of this number. 
The vulgar associate with it the ideas of insolence, 
ferocity, licentiousness, and of other hateful qua- 
lities, Like every other general censure, this too 
must be taken with many grains of allowance, and 
candour must admit that there are excellent men 
of every profession; and, in the case of illustrious 
exceptions from the generality of the stigmatized 
orders, higher praise is undoubtedly due to those 
who have the courage to resist, and strength to 
overcome, the temptations to which their manner 
of life, and the very means of earning their sub- 
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sistence expose them, than to persons who had no 
such difficulties to encounter. Of this description 
are the nobleman and the Roman centurion of 
Capernaum. The history of the former, as far as 
connected with that of our blessed Lord, was the 
subject of the last Iecture, that of the latter is now 
to be the ground of our meditation. The two per- 
sonages present a striking resemblance to each other, 
in their personal character, in their condition of life, 
in the circumstances which brought them acquainted 
with the Saviour of the world. They dwelt in the 
same city, perhaps in habits of intimacy, for the 
good naturally attract and associate with the good ; 
the one a courtier, the other an officer of very con- 
siderable rank; both, men of humanity, of gentle 
manners, of amiable, of noble deportment; the one 
a suppliant in bebalf of a darling child, labouring 
under an attack of the fever, the other in behalf of a 
favourite servant, attacked by a violent paralytic 
affection; both successful in their application, and 
both deeply impressed with the character of their 
great Benefactor. With so many marks of resem- 
blance the two little histories display a lovely, affect- 
ing, and instructive variety, tending to unfold the 
various shades of the human mind, in the changing 
scenes of human life, and equally tending to illus- 
trate the grace and power of Christ, ever ready to 
meet every case, adapted alike to the relief of the 
bodies and of the souls of men. 

The person who applied to Jesus Christ on this 
occasion was a centurion, thet is, as the word im~- 
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ports, an officer in the Roman army who had a 
hundred men under his command. It corresponded 
nearly to the rank of captain in our military esta- 
blishment. Judea was at this time a conquered 
province, in subjection to the authority of a Roman 
governor, and kept in awe by Roman soldiery. The 
Jews vainly boasted that they were “ Abraham's 
“ seed, and were never in bondage to any man:” 
whereas it was notorious to the whole world that 
from the days of Egyptian bondage, down to the 
despotism of Tiberius Cesar, their intervals of 
liberty had been few, transient, and interrupted ; and. 
at that very moment they were murmuring under 
the pressure of a galling yoke, imposed on their 
neck, and kept there, by the strong hand of power; 
and Jesus Christ convicts them of being in subjec- 
tion to a yoke still more galling and disgraceful : 
** whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.”. 
But such are the self-delosions which men practise. 
Every Roman soldier syho was seen, every Roman 
coin that circulated through the land, demonstrated 
that they were not a free people. Indeed they were 
not worthy to be so, for they never enjoyed liberty 
without abusing it. Happy was it for the district of 
Capernaum to be under a government so mild and 
moderate as that of this good centurion. 

The two evangelists who have recorded this fact 
differ in some circumstances of their narration. In 
reading St. Matthew's account we are led to suppose 
that the centurion made personal application to 
Christ, for the cnre of his servant, whereas in the 
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wore circumstantial account of the transaction, 
transmitted to us by St. Luke, we find that the 
application was made, in the first instance, through 
the medium of “ the elders of the Jews.” But 
there is no real difference between the two historians, 
It was a maxim among the Jews, ‘a man’s proxy 
“is the man himself,” and it is still a rule among 
civilians, “ What we do by another we are ad- 
* judged to have done ourselves.” In a process of 
law, @ party is said to come into court, and to have 
made such a representation, though he appeared 
only by his counsel or solicitor. Thus Jethro came 
to Moses first by a messenger, with these words in 
his mouth; “I thy father-in-law Jethro am come 
unto thee, and thy wife, and her two children.” 
On receiving this message, Moses went out to enjoy 
& personal interview with his family. Thus Solomon 
sent ambassadors to Hiram, who were to address 
* hint not in the plural number, bat in the first person 
singular, as if Solomon himself had spoken the 
words face to face; “ Behold, I purpose to build 
“an house unto the name of the Lord my God ;” 
and Hiram fairly considers himself as ‘“ hearing the 
* words of Solomon.” Thus the two sons of Ze- 
bedee came to Christ, witha petition, through the 
medium of their mother; and thus John Baptist, 
now shut up in a prison, addressed himself to Jesus 
by two of his disciples, saying, “ Art thou he that 
should come, or do we look for another.” Mat- 
thew, in conformity to this mode of speech and 
fhought, represents the centurion ss coming in per- 
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son to Christ, though at first, through modesty and 
humility, he thought proper to employ the interces- 
sion of others. -~ 

We have here a singularly pleasant opening into 
a good mind. This man was accustomed to com- 
mand, not to supplicate, to dictate, not to bend. 
But such is bis veneration for the person and charac- 
ter of Christ, that he is awed at the thought of ap- 
pearing in his presunce ;_instcad of resorting to the 
exercise of authority, he has recourse to entreaty, 
and hopes from the interposition of men better than 
himself what he dared not to ask on his own account. 
Does this bring his courage under suspicion? Is it 
likely that such a man would iurn his back in the day 
of battle? No, surely. It is the coward that struts, 
and boasts, and threatens; the truly brave are 
modest, gentle, and unassuming; they speak by 
their actions, not by high swelling words of vanity. 
And yet this centurion had more than one plea of 
merit to advance. He had borne his faculties most 
meekly in his great office. Ile had not oppressed, 
he had not been guilty of extortion ; and even this 
negative virtue merits some degree of commenda- 
tion. On.the contrary he cherished, encouraged, 
protected, the people whom he was sent to rule. In- 
stead of restricting their religious liberty, or per- 
mitting their worship to be disturbed, he liberally 
contributed toward the maintenance of public 
worship, and most probably assisted at it. In a 
word, he was a public blessing. Men generally 
set the full value on the good actions which they 


398 HIsTORY OF [Eece. XXIK, 


perform, and are frequently at pains to make an 
ostentatious display of them. He puts in no claim, 
exacts no acknowledgment, expects no return, The 
elders of the Jews feel themselves so much the more 
called upon to celebrate his good qualities, and to 
enumerate his benefits. “They came to Jesus, 
** and besought him instantly, saying, that he was 
“¢ worthy for whom he should do this: for he loveth 
“our naticn, and he hath built us a synagogue.” 
If indeed he had become a proselyte to the Jewish 
religion, that is, a worshipper of the one living and 
true God, as from the whole history taken together 
there is little reason to doubt, a still higher degree 
of respectability attaches to his character. What 
obstacles bad he not to stirmount, what prejudices 
to overcome! The prejudice of education in the 
religion of polytheism, or a plurality of Gods; the 
prejudice of profcssion, which sometimes makes it 
a point of honour to be of no religion, sometimes 
to adhere to the first adopted: political preju- 
dice, which would have tied him down to the re- 
ligion of the imperial court, the source of all civil 
and military preferment: and more than all these, 
he had to encounter the formidable laugh of the 
world, the raillery of his fellow officers, the sneer of 
witlings. The courage that could meet and overcome 
such discouragements is indeed the courage of a hero, 

It is now time to inquire into the object of this 
circuitous expostulation. What point is to be car- 
ried? what interest is at stake to warrant such ear- 
nestness and importunity? a servant sick of the 
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palsy, and ready to die. The word translated servant, 
through the whole of St. Matthew's narration, sig- 
nifies boy, a term of ambiguous meaning, being 
employed to denote either child or servant, and it 
determines the age only, not the quality of the 
patient. But the Greek word used by St. Luke, 
except in one clause, is of uncquivocal impert, and 
indeed reduces the young man’s condition lower 
than that of seryant, for it means slave, and ex- 
presses the lowest condition of human wretchedness. 
This young person might have been either a pri- 
soner of war, or purchased with money ; and slaves 
of both descriptions were frequently endowed with 
rare accomplishments. As Providence permitted 
the boy to sink into this degraded state, it was some 
compensation, that he fell into the hands of a kind 
and affectionate master, a man of principle, a man 
of humanity. Where is now the ferociousness, the 
insensibility, the indifference of the soldier? All 
melts into sympathy with distress, and into a sense 
of mutual obligation. Thus it is that the God who 
made us, who “ knoweth our frame, and who re- 
“ membereth that we are dust,” balances evil with 
good, and either finds a way to escape, or adminis- 
ters strength to support the calamity. Thus necessary 
to each other are the members in both the social 
and the natural body. “If the foot shall say, Be- 
* cause I am not the hand, 1 am not of the body; 
“is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear 
« shall say, Becanse I am not the eye, 1 am not of 


0 HISTORY OF (Lace. XXIT. 


« the body; is it therefore not of the body?” And 
“ the eye cannot say unto the hand, ¥ have no need 
* of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I haveno 
need of you.” 

The case of the little slave was dangerous if not 
desperate. The palsy is 2 partial death of the limbs 
affected. Here it was a privation of motion, while 
acute sensibility remained, he was “ grievously 
“tormented ;” and this combination of pain and 
interrupted circulation threatened approaching dis. 
solution. But the maxim is excellent both in me- 
dicine and in morals. ‘ While there is life there 
* is hope,” and religion advances a step farther, and 
says, “ Even in death there is hope.” Many a pro- 
mising case has been lost through impatience and 
despair. Till Providence has decided, man is bound 
to persevere in the usc of means. It is evident that 
the centurion expected every thing from the sove- 
reign power, and not from the personal presence 
of Christ ; end herein his faith soared much higher 
than that of the nobleman, who had no idea of a 
cure effected at a distance from the object. But how 
shall we account for the cold, repulsive reception 
given to the personal solicitation of the nobleman ; 
“ Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 
‘ believe:” and for the frank and cheerful compli- 
ance with the centurion’s message, “J will come 
“and heal him?” Jesus will have his sovereignty 
felt and acknowledged in all things. Humility and 
self-abasement are the most powerful claims of a 
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suppliant, and the sublimer faith has the superior 
power with God and prevails. 

Instead of being transported with joy at the 
thought of this proffered visit, the centurion shrigke 
from the approach of Christ. A sense of guilt and 
unworthiness stares him in the face. The presence 
of a personage so pure, so exalted,” he feels himself 
unable to support, and deputes other friends to meet 
Jesus, to renew his suity but to deprecate the de- 
gradation of his dignified character, by conversing 
with one 80 mean as himself, and by coming under 
a roof so unworthy to receive such a guest. Finding 
however that Jesus drew nigher and nigher, be at 
length assumes resolution, and gocs forth himself to 
meet him, with a heart overwhelmed, overflowing, 
and a mouth filled with arguments. Never did 
imagination conceive, never did heart feel, never 
did tongue express a strain of reasoning more for- 
cible, more affecting, more sublime. “The cen- 
* turion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy 
* that thou shouldest come under my roof: but 
‘ speak the word only, and my servant shall be 
‘healed. For I am aman under authority, having 
* soldiers under me, and I say to this man, Go, and’ 
“ he gueth; and to another, Come, and he cometh ; 
“and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.” 
The knowledge which he had of his own profession 
is the foundation of his argument. In a mMlitary 
establishment, all must be cheerful subordination 
and prompt obedienee. He himself was at once 
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under authority, and in authority. He had not the 
idea of disputing the commands of his superior, 
and be knew that his word, that his nod, was a law 
to his inferiors. Under this notion of military dis- 
cipline he contemplates the supreme authority of 
Christ as extending to all persons, elements, and 
events, His own orders were obcyed, though his 
person were at a distance and unseen. What then 
should retard the execution of a will which all the 
powers of nature are unable to resist? “ Speak the 
* word only, and my servant shall be healed.” +~ 

+ “© When Jesus heard it, he marvelled,” not as an 
ordinary man wonders at something new, striking, 
and uncommon. He knew what was in man. The 
marvellous faith which he graciously pleased to ap- 
prove and to reward was the operation of his own 
Spirit ; but he holds it up as a matter of wonder to 
all who were present, and as a subject of reproof to 
those of the house of Israel, who, with all their 
superior advantages, possessing as they did, “ the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
“ the giving of the law, and the service of God, 
“ and the promises; and of whom, as concerning 
* the flesh, Christ came ;” nevertheless received their 
promised, their expected Messiah coldly, doubtedly, 
reluctantly: and at length utterly rejected him, and 
put him to death. This leads our blessed Lord to 
unfold the approaching admission of the gentile 
nations into the church of God, by believing and 
qmbracing his Gospel, and the rejection of the pos- 
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terity of Abraham after the flesh, because of their 
unbelief; “‘ And I say unto you, that many shall 
“ come from the east, and west, and shall sit down 
“with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
“ kingdom of heaven: but the children of the king- 
*¢ dom shall be cast out into outer darkness; there 
* shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Jesus 
delivers this all-important doctrine under the solem- 
nity of an “ I say unto you ;” mark me well ; “my 
“ words are true and faithful, they are serious and 
“ interesting, they concern every one arnong you, 
“they shall all have their accomplishment.” The 
assembly to whom this was addressed, consisted of 
a great variety of persons, It was composed of the 
elders of the Jews, who had come to intercede in 
behalf of their bencfactor, and who were waiting 
the issue; of the centurion himself, originally a 
Gentile and an idolater: of the friends whom he had 
dispatched to mcet Jesus, who were likewise, in all 
probability, Roman soldiers, and of course heathens 
and idolatera; and of a mixed multitude who fol- 
lowed Christ wherever he went. The highest pri- 
vilege which proselyted Gentiles could obtain from 
Jewish bigotry was permission to worship the true 
God in the outer court of the temple, which was 
appropriated to them, and called by their name. To 
them how grateful must have been the intimation 
of being made partakers of all the privileges of the 
sons of God! of rising to their fyll and equal rank 
in the great family of the common Fathor of ail, of 
2D2 
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being admitted into the society, and of enjoying the 
felicity, of the venerable founders of the Jewish 
church, # branch only of “the general assembly 
“and chorch of the first-born, which are written 
“in heaven!” The like precious faith which ex- 
alted the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to 
a place in the kingdom of God, was to be diffused 
in every direction, and to raise men “ of sll nations, 
“and kindreds, and people, and tongues,” to the 
inheritance of 2 kingdom prepared,” for all the 
faithful, “ from the foundation of the world.” The 
Jews, on the other hand, valued themselves on their 
exclasive privileges. They scorned to have any 
dealings with even their neighbours end brethren the 
Samaritans, They held themselves contaminated 
by coming into contact with the impure heathen; 
they appropriated to themselves a right to the favour 
of God. To persons labouring ynder such preju- 
dices, which had been instilled into them with their 
mother’s milk, what an awful denunciation was it, 
that not only should the Gentile nations be reeeived 
within the pale of the church, but received to their 
own exclusion? “ Behold,” exclaims the apostle, 
io contemplating this very object, “ Behold the 
« goodness and severity of God.” —“ Of a trath we 
perceive that God is no respecter of persona: bat 
* in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
“ righteousness, is accepted with him.” But the 
singular imagery, and the very language by which 
this view of tha Redeeroor's kingdom is ecnveyc?, 
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deserve a particular consideration. May they be 
deeply impressed upon our hearts and minds, 

“ Many shall come,” says Christ, as he surveyed 
the gradual progress, and the unlimited extent, of 
his empire. The narrow spirit of Judaism is not 
peculiar to that people. It seems to be a general 
character of human nature. Abraham and Lot 
were under the necessity of separating, because 
“the land was not able to bear them, that they 
“ might dwell together.” How often has a well 
of water kindled a flame among brethren ! Whence 
come pride and envy? whence come fraud and cun- 
ning? whence come wars and fightings? whence 
come monopolies and exclusions, but from the self- 
ishness of an individual, or of a few, to appropriate 
to themselves what belongs to many? Were the 
operation of this spirit confined to the things of 
time, it might be accounted for. The desires of 
the human mind are unbounded, and the objects of 
pursuit are few and small. What another acquires 
seems to be so much taken away from me, Though 
in truth there is provision sufficiently ample for all ; 
bread enough and to spare, room enough and to 
spare, were the real wants and the reasonable wishes 
of nature to settle the distribution. But that the 
kingdom of heaven should be subjected to a mono- 
poly; that its keys should be seized by the bold 
hand ofan usurping individual or of an arrogantparty, 
would exceed belief, did not the history even of the 
Christian church establish the fact. The disciples 
of Christ themselves brought into his school all 


0s HISTORY GF (Pret. XxIn 


the contractions of their Jewish education, Even 
the mild and affectionate John was tainted with it. 
«< Master,” said he, ‘ we saw one casting out devils 
“in thy name; and we forbade him, because he 
« followeth not with us.” They are for calling down 
fire from heaven to consume a whole village of 
Samaritans, in resentment of a mere piece of incivi- 
lity. They must have the highest places when 
their Master should come to the throne. The king- 
dom must be restored to Isracl, whatever might be- 
come of the rest of the world. This spirit, though 
frequently and severely reprobated by their benevo- 
lent Master, has unhappily been transmitted, and 
mutual anathemas and excommunications have been 
thundered by furious sectarics, who have one after 
another desolated the earth, to secure to themselves 
the undivided possession of a heaven which they 
are incapable of enjoying. If the Saviour of men 
says, “ many shall come,” who dares to limit the 
Holy One of Isracl, and to say, “ few shall be 
“ saved?” 

Many shall come from the east and west.” 
The other two cardinal points are specified ina cor- 
responding passage of the Gospel according to St. 
Luke, chap. xiii. 29. The import of the expres- 
sion is obvious. It denotes the attractive influence 
of Christianity over men of every region under 
heaven, and the universal paternal care and Jove of 
Him who “ hath made of one blood all nations of 
“men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth.” 
The day of Pentecost exhibited the first-fryjts of this 
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glorious harvest. When the apostles, “ filled with 
“the Holy Ghost, spake with other tongues as the 
*¢ Spirit gave them utterance,”—* there were dwell- 
“ ing at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven. Now, when this was 
 noised abroad, the multitude came together, and. 
** were confounded, because that every man heard 
“ them speak in his own language. And they were 
“ all amazed, and marvelled, saying one to another, 
* Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans? 
‘and how hear we every man in his own tongue, 
“< wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, 
“ and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, 
“and in Judea, and in Cappadocia, in Pontus, and 
* Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in 
“ the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers 
* of Rome, Jews and proselytes."— And the same 
« day there was added unto them about three thou- 
“sand souls.” Since that period, what have been 
the triumphs of the Prince of Peace! What my- 
tiads are now prostrate before [lim who sitteth upon 
the throne, and before the Lamb, adoring the 
wonders of redeeming grace, looking with angels, 
into the great mystery of godliness, if haply they 
« may be able to comprehend with all saints, what 
“ is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
* and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
“knowledge!” And what still more glorious tri- 
umphs remain to be displayed, when “ the fulness 
* of the Gentiles shall be come in, and all Israel 
‘shall be saved,” when “great voices in heaven” 


“ss HISTORY OF (iser, XX11, 


shal eay, “ The kingdoms of this world are be- 
* come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ ; 
* and he shall reign for ever and ever!” 

The multitudes who shall thus flock to the 
Saviour, as doves to their windows, from the cast 
and from the west, from the south and from the 
north, as they are partakers of the faith of the 
patriarchs, so they shall at length be made partakers 
of their joy; “ they shall sit down with Abraham, 
* Tsanc, and Jacob in the kingdom of God.” What 
an assemblage of delicious images! What prospects 
has the Gospel opened to the children of men! 
Those travellers into a far country have returned to 
their Father's house. They pursued various tracks, 
but all led homeward. ‘They were strangers to each 
other in a strange land, but the prevailing family 
likeness now lets them see that iley are brothers. 
They sometimes fell out by the way, but now there 
is perfect love. They had heard of the names of 
their venerable ancestors and respectable kindred, 
now they sec, and know, and rejoice in them. Their 
pilgrimage is ended, their ‘ warfare is accom. 
« plished.” . 
~ They shall sit down.” They were laid in the 
grave, they fell asleep, they saw corruption. Now 
they are children of the resurrection; refreshed by 
the sleep of death, they have acquired immortal vi- 
gour, they have put on incorruption, Sitting is the 
posture assumed for the enjoyment of social inter- 
course, and that is the idea here conveyed. The 
family is assembled, the banquet is Prepaypd, per- 
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fect harmony reigns. When men return to the 
bosom of their friends from tedious and painful 
journeys, from perilous voyages, from destractive 
warfare, affection suggests many an inquiry, many a 
communication. Alas, how often do wé fondl 
anticipate the communications of distant friel 
who are never to return? But of the expected guests, 
of the innumerable company invited to “the mar. 
* riage of the Lamb,” net one shall be missing, no 
bitter recollection shall intrude, no painful appre- 
hension shali arise, And with what subjects of con- 
versation are they eternally supplied! With what 
enlarged views of those subjects do they discourse! 
The glories of nature are contemplated with new 
eyes, and excite emotions before unfelt. ‘The 
mystery of Providence, once so intricate and in- 
scrutable, is unravelled; the mighty plan, the 
minute parts, the universal and the individual in- 
terest, are found in perfect unison. The wonders of 
redeeming love, intermingling with the glories of 
creation and the mystery of Providence, communi- 
cating to them all their beauty, all their importance. 
What a theme for the whole company of the redeem- 
ed, for interchange of personal experience, for mu- 
tual congratulation and delight! What exalted em- 
ployment, what incxhaustible source of joy, for the 
endleas days of eternity! 

They shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
“and Jacob.” There is a natural desire in man to 
be in the company of the eminently great, and wisc, 
and good, But this desire is tempered by  on- 
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sciousness of our own inferiority. We shrink from the 
penetrating eye of wisdom, we feel “ how awful 
* goodness is,” we blush inwardly at the thought of 
our own littleness. But those in-gathered outcasts 
from the east and west feel no uneasy apprehension 
gm being introduced to society so dignified, for 
“ there is no fear in love.” They indeed feel their 
inferiority, but it excites no mortification. They 
are in their proper place, and they have their pro- 
per measure of glory. While time was, they pro- 
nounced those venerable names with awe, they ac- 
counted those persons happy who could claim kin- 
dred to men so highly distinguished, adinission to 
the court of the Gentiles terminated their ambition, 
birth had excluded them for ever from the common- 
wealth of Israel. Now they find that they are the 
teal posterity of Abraham, “ born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the willof man, but 
“of God.” If any man hath not the spirit of 
Abraham, he is none of his. By the spirit they are 
related to the father of the faithful, and he joyfully 
acknowledges them as his children, and heirs with 
him of the promiees, 

“ They shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
“and Jacob, in the kingdom of heavcn.” This im- 
plies a participation of all the privileges of saints on 
earth, communion and fellowship with one another, 
as members together of that body whereof Christ is 
the head, and joint ‘ fellowship with the Father, 
“and with the son Jesus Christ.” Such is the 
kingdom of God in this world, and such the pre- 
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paration for the inheritance of saints in light, for the 
kingdom which cannot be moved. Let us not pre- 
sume to “ darken counsel by words without know- 
“ledge.” Let us not presume to draw aside the 
veil which separates a material world from the world 
of spirits, which interposes between time and 
eternity. Scripture itself, after exhausting every 
image, every idea of negative and of positive glory 
and felicity, as descriptive of * the kingdom of 
* heaven,” refers us to a future rev@lation of that 
glory. Paul, “caught up to the third heaven, 
“© caught up into paradise,” admitted to the in- 
tercourse of celestial beings, and sent back to 
earth, finds himself incapable of describing the 
heavenly vision. The words which he heard were 
unspeakable, which it is not lawful, which it is not 
possible, for a man toutter. In this blessed, un- 
defined, undescribed state we leave it: “ It is writ- 
“ten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
“have entered into the heart of man, the things 
“which God hath prepared for them that love 
“ him.” 

The contrast is dreadful: * But the children of 
* the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness ; 
** there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
By “ the children of the kingdom,” our Lord un- 
doubtedly means to denote the posterity of Abraham 
after the flesh, the original heirs of the promises, 
the depositaries of the covenants, who, with all the 
advantages of birth, of education, of a revelation 
which they acknowledged to be divine, and of 


a HISTORY OF (Lacs, XXIL. 


which they made their boast, obstinately rejected 
the promised Messiah, to whom all their prophets 
give witness; who, valuing themselves upon, and 
vainly restingyin, a mere natural descent from illus- 
trious ancestors, without inheriting a particle of 
their spirit, wilfully excluded themselves from the 
kingdom of heaven. Their means of knowledge, 
their peculiar privileges, were a horrid aggravation 
of their guilt, and 2 fall justification of their tre- 
mendous pun&hment. The blessedness of the 
righteous, in the heavenly world, is, in the preced- 
ing verse, represented under the well-known and 
familiar image of the banquet, or marriage feast, 
and various passages of the Gospel history throw 
light upon the allusion, particularly the parable of 
the ten virgins. Those solemnities were usually 
celebrated in the night-season. The apartments 
destined to the entertainment of the guests were 
superbly illuminated. The bridegroom and his 
train came to the banqueting house in magnificent 
procession, by lamp or torch light, The invited 
guests were admitted through the wicket, to pre- 
vent promiscuous intrusion. As soon as the nuptial 
band had entered the doors were shut. The care. 
Jess and the tardy were of course excluded, and no 
after expostulation or entreaty could procure admit- 
tance; they were left in outer darkness, rendered 
more hideous by comparison with the splendour 
which reigned within; left, in the cold and damps 
of the night, to their own bitter reflections, dread- 
fally aggravated by the idea of a felicity to them 
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for ever inaccessible. By a representation so power- 
fally impressive, so easily understood, so awfully 
alarming, were the elders of the Jews admonished 
of the guilt, danger, and misery of rejecting the 
eounsel of God against themselves, of refusing the 
testimony which God had given to his Son Christ 
Jesus, » - 

After this very solemn digression, Jesus retums 
to the subject which had given rise to it, the ser- 
vant's malady, and the master's marvellous faith. 
He bestows a present reward on the one, by instantly 
relieving the other. “ And Jesus said unto the 
“ centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, 
“so be it done unto thee. And his servant was 
“ healed in the self-same hour.” Here the Saviour 
condescends to be dictated to. He yields to the 
prayer of a faith so very extraordinary, he proceeds 
no farther on his way to the centurion’s house. The 
petition runs, ‘‘ Speak the word only, and ‘my ser- 
“vant shall be healed;” he speaks the word, he 
wills the cure, and virtue goes out of him to per- 
form it. 

Neither of the Evangelists pursue the history of 
the centurian farther. But we have every thing to 
hope, every thiig to believe, of a man who so emi- 
nently distinguished himself as an excellent soldier, 
a kind master, a moderate ruler, a pious worshipper 
of God, amd an humble but firm believer in Jesus 
Christ. In his history the Christian world has to 
boast of another of the triumphs of the Captain of 
Salvation, of another successful invasion of Satan's 
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kingdom, of another display of divine perfection 
in the person of Jesus Christ. It is not unworthy 
of remark that various persons of the same rank 
and profession, that of centurion, stand with high 
marks of approbation on the sacred page. Next to 
this most respectable character, we. find another 
employed on a very trying occasion, He, with the 
company under his command, was appointed to see 
the sentence of crucifixion executed, for soldiers 
are put upon many a painful service, and he was 
not an unconcerued spcctator of that awful scene, 
* Now when the centurion, and they that were with 
“him watching Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
“ those things that were done, they feared greatly, 
“saying, Truly this was the Son of God.” The 
naine of Cornelius of Cesarea, the centurion of the 
Italian band, is renowned in all the churches of 
Christ, as “a devout man, and one that feared 
“ God with all his house, which gave much alms 
* to the people, and prayed to God alway.” He is 
farther honourably reported of by those of his own 
household, as, “ a just man, and of good report 
“ among all the nation of the Jews.” The cen- 
turion who had charge of Paul and the other pri- 
soners, on the disastrous voyage which terminated 
in shipwreck on the island of Melita, paid singular 
attention to the apostle, followed his advice, and 
pared the rest of the prisoners that he might pre- 
serve Paul’s life. And upon their arrival at Rome, 
when this generous officer delivered over the vest 
of his charge to the captain of the guard, he bad 
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sufficient credit and ability to express his friendship 
for our apostle, by. procuring for him a greater en- 
largement of liberty: “ Paul was suffered to dwelt 
by himself with a soldier that kept him.” 

From this interesting story let us learn, 

1. To despise no man’s person, feelings, opinions, 
profession, or country. His person is what God 
made it, and he makes nothing that is in itself 
contemptible. You are bound in equity to respect 
the feelings of another, for you wish that your own 
should not be handled rudely, It ill becomes one 
who has himself formed so many erroneous opi- 
nions, and veered about so frequently with the 
fitting gale, to prescribe a standard of opinion to 
other men. Unless a profession be radically, and 
in its own nature sinful, those who follow it ought 
not to be condemned in the lump: if it expose to 
peculiar temptations to act amiss, he who resists 
the temptation and overcomes himself is the more 
estimable, Over the place of his birth a man had 
no more power than over the height of his stature, 
or the colour of his skin. It is an object of neither 
praise nor blame. The apostle Peter received a 
severe and just rebuke on this head, by a vision 
from heaven. He was prepared, and he needed to 
be prepared, for the exercise of his ministry at 
Cesarea, and to the family and friends of the ex- 
eellent Roman centurion already mentioned, and 
whom his Jewish pride had taught him to hold in 
contempt, by a thrice repeated mandate which he 
dared not to disobey: “ What God hath cleansed, 
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“ that call not thou common.” Let us consider it 
ag addressed to ourselves. “ Why dost thou judge 
“ thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy 
“« brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment 
«* seat of Christ.” 

2. The fearful doom denounced against unbe- 
lieving Jews ought to operate as a warning to still 
more highly privileged Christians, lest any man 
* fall after the same example of unbelief.” “ For 
«if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
“every transgression and disobedience received a 
“ just recompense of reward; how shall we escape 
“if we neglect so great salvation; which at the 
“ first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
“ confirmed unto us by them that heard him.” We 
sometimes express contempt for the pagan world, 
sometimes affect to pity the blinded nations, and 
without hesitation presume to pass a sentence of 
final condemnation upon them. The unheppy tribes 
of Africa, in particular, Christian Europe calmly 
reduces to the condition of beasts of burthen in this 
world, with hardly an effort to ameliorate it in the 
next. And yet they are men, they possess many 
virtues which ought to put their tyrants to the 
blush, and which will one day rise up in judgment 
against them. We despise the miserable Jews, and 
stigmatize them as infidels, as if all those who bear 
the name of Christ actully believed in him. “ Boast 
“ not against the broken-off branches ;"—thou wilt 
tuy: The “ branches were broken off, that I might 
“ be grafted in. Well; because of unbelief, they 
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** were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be 
“ not high-minded, but fear: for if God spared not 
«© the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare 
“ not thee.” I conclude with the solemn denun- 
ciation of Christ himself, respecting the men of his 
generation, and which is still in equal force. “The 
men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 
*¢ generation, and shall condemn it: because they 
* repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, 
“ greater than Jones is here, The queen of the 
“ south shall rise up in the judgment with this ge- 
 neration, and shall condemn it: for she came 
“from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the 
“ wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than 
Solomon is here.” 


You. ¥. ak 
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LECTURE XXIil. 


JOHN VI. 1-4. 


After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which 
is the sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed him, 
Because they saw bis miracles which he dd on them that 
were ditessed. And Jesus went up into a im, and 
there he sat with his disciples, And the er, & feast 
of the Jews, was nigh. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, 
and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto 
Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may ent? 
(And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what 
he would do.) Philip answered him, Two hundred penny- 
worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of 
them may take a little. One of his disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto him, There is a lad here, 
which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes, but 
what are they among so many? And Jesus said, Make the 
men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. 
So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And 
Jesus took the loaves ; and when he had given thanks he dis- 
tributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were 
net down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would, 
‘When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather 
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. There- 
fore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets 
with the fragments of the five barley toaves, which remained 
over and above unto them that had eaten. Then those 
men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, aid, 
‘This is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the 
world, . 


"THE course of nature is a standing miracle. To 
be an atheist is tocease from being aman. To think 
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of arguing with such a one is to undertake a labour 
as fruitless as attempting to reason the lunatic into 
asound mind. A case like this ought to excite no 
emotion but compassion, mixed with gratitude to 
God that he has not reduced us to a condition so de- 
plorable. Refinement in reasoning is, in general, 
both unprofitable and inconclusive. The man of 
plain common sense may advantageously observe 
and devouth; “acknowledge the wisdom and goodness 
of the Supreme in the regular ebbing and 
flowing of the tide, though he cannot trace the pro- 
cess of the sun’s action on the waters of the ocean, 
or of the wind, in conveying the fluid to the moun- 
tain’s top; or of gravity, sending it down to water 
the plains beneath; or the supposed influence of 
the moon, or of the melting of the polar ices, pro- 
ducing an alternate and regular fiux and reflax on 
our shores, or in our rivers. Of what importance 
is the theory of vegetation, compared to the simple 
but valuable labour and experience of the gardener 
and husbandman? The same observation applies to 
the religion of the Gospel. Here the learned have no 
advantage whatever over the illiterate. It consists of a 
few plain unadorned facts, authenticated by the testi- 
mony of a cloud of unsuspected witnesses; of a few 
simple, practical traths, level to the most ordinary 
capacity ; and of a few precepts of self-evident im- 
portance, which it highly concerns every man to 
observe. Should it be alleged that these are 
blended with things hard to be understood, it is ad- 
252 
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mitted. And here again the wise and prudent have 
no superiority over the vulgar, but both meet the 
God of grace as well as the God of nature exercising 
his divine prerogative, in ministering to the necessi- 
ties, while he checks the pride and presumption, of 
man. 

The miracles of our blessed Lord which have 
hitherto passed in review had a more limited object. 
Their design was to relieve individual, or domestic 
distress; they were an appeal, public indeed, to the 
understanding and senses of all who witnessed them, 
but slightly felt, imperfectly understood, and little 
improved, except by the parties more immediately 
interested in them. They were granted to importu- 
nity, and as a reward to the prayer of faith. That 
which is the subject of the passage now read, em- 
braces a much wider range than any of these, and 
is the spontaneous effusion of his own divine benevo-~ 
lence and compassion. Ten thousand persons, at 
a moderate calculation, were at once the witnesses 
and the subjects of the miracle, and in a case wherein 
it was impossible they should be mistaken, for they 
had every sense, every faculty, exercised in ascertain- 
ing the truth. And here he waits not, as in other 
cases, till the cry of misery reaches his ear, but ad- 
vances to meet it, to prevent it; he outruns expec- 
tation, and has a supply in readiness, before the 
pressure of want is felt. ~~ 

The duration of Christ's public ministry, from his 
baptism to his passion, has been calculated from 
he number of passovers which he frequented. This, 


Leer, XXII} JESUS CHRIST. 42h 


as may be supposed, has occasioned considerable 
variety ofopinion. The attentive reader will proba- 
bly adopt that of our illustrious countryman Sir 
Isaac Newton, who reckons five of these annual 
festivals within the period. The first, that recorded 
in the 2d chapter of St. John’s Gospel, at which he 
purged the temple, predicted his own death and re- 
surrection, and performed sundry miracles. The 
second, accerding to that great chronologist, took 
place a few months after our Lord’s conversation 
with the woman of Samaria, which he founds on 
that text, John iv. 35, “ Say not ye, There are 
“yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Be- 
“hold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes, and look 
* on the fields; for they are white already to har- 
vest.” The third, afew days prior to the sabbath 
on which the disciples walked out into the fields, 
and plucked the ears of corn, when he cured the 
impotent man at the pool of Bethesda. The fourth, 
that which was now approaching at the era of this 
miracle; and the fifth, that at which he suffered. 
The people were now therefore flocking from all 
parts of Galilee, on their way to Jerusalem to keep 
the passover: and this accounts for the very extraor- 
dinary uumber who at this time attended his preach. 
ing and miracles. 

“ After these things,” says John, The other 
three Evangelists connect this scene, in respect of 
time, with a most memorable event in the history 
of Christianity, the decapitation of John Baptist in 
the prison. When these melaficholy tidings were 
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told to Jesus, Matthew informs us, that “he de- 
“ parted thence by ship into a desert place apart; 
® and when the people had heard thereof they fol- 
« lowed him on foot out of the cities. And Jesus 
* went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was 
“ moved with compassion toward them, and he heal- 
“ed their sick ;” and then immediately follows the 
miracle of feeding the multitude, recorded with 
exactly the same circumstances in all the four Evan- 
gelisis, Mark affixes an additional datc. It was 
at the time when the disciples returned from the 
execution of their first commission, with an account 
of their success: “ And the apostles gathered them- 
* selves tugether unto Jesus, and told him all things, 
“both what they had done, and what they had 
* taught.” On this Jesus proposed a temporary re- 
tirement from the public eye, for the conveniency 
of private conversation, of repose, and of the neces, 
sary refreshment of the body: “ And he said unto 
them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 
* place, and ,rest awhile: for there were many 
* coming and going, and they had no leisure so 
** much as to eat, And they departed into a deseit 
“place by ship privately ;” and this, as before, 
prepared for the miracle of the loaves and fishes, 
The self-same circumstances are minutely narrated 
in Luke's gospel. These mark the precise epoch 
when Christ went over the sea of Galilee, and re- 
tired with the twelve to a mountain in the desert of 
Bethsaida. But though he went by water, to 
escape for a season the multitudes which thronged 
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after him, the place of his destination is discovered, 
and thousands, filled with impatience, admiration, 
gratitude, hope, outstrip the speed of the vessel, 
by a circuitous journey along the shore of the lake. 
Their motives were various. The powerful princi~ 
ple of curiosity attracted many. A thirst of the 
word of life impelled others. “ A great multitude 
* followed him, because they saw the miracles 
© which he did on them that were diseased,”. and 
many had themselves “ need of healing.” An af- 
fecting view is exhibited of Christ’s benevolent cha- 
racter. Als from the elevation of the mountain he 
beheld the people pressing forward by thousands to 
the spot where he was, all thoughts of food, of rest, 
of accommodation, lost in an appetite more dignified. 
and pure, his bowels melted: “ And Jesus, when 
* he came out, saw much people, and was moved 
* with compassion toward them, because they were 
as sheep not having a shepherd : and he began to 
“ teach them many things.” The sight of a great 
assembly of men, women, end children, must ever 
create a lively interest in every bosom alive to the 
feelings of humanity. The view of his mighty host 
melted Xerxes into tears, merely from reflection on 
their natural mortality. What then arethe “ bowels 
“ and mercies” of the compassionate friend of man- 
kind, on surveying innumerable myriads ready to 
perish everlastingly for lack of knowledge, dying in 
their sins! He feels even for their bodily wants, 
which, inthe ardour of their spirits, they seem to 
bave themselves forgotten, and a supply is provided 
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before the cravings of nature have found out that it 
was necessary. And thus a gracious Providence, 
in things both temporal and spiritual, outruns not 
enly the supplications of the miserable, but their 
very hopes and desires, 

“The day began to wear away,” they were in 
a desert place, the multitude was prodigiously in- 
ereased, they had fasted long, no provision of either 
victuals or lodging had been made, and the adjacent 
yillages promised but a slender accommodation of 
either, even had there been money to purchase 
them. A case of truly aggravated distress! The 
forethought and sympathy of the disciples went no 
farther than to suggest the propriety of an immediate 
dismission of the assembly, while sufficient light 
remained to procure what was needful for exhausted 
nature. ‘ When the day began to wear away then 
“came the twelve, and said unto him, Send the 
“ multitude away, that they may go into the towns 
“and country round about, and lodge, and get 
‘ victuals: for we are here in a desert place.” But 
their gracious Master looked much farther, and felt 
more tenderly. He addresses himself particularly 
to Philip, who was of the city of Bethsaida, and 
might be supposed to know the state of the country, 
and how much it could produce in an emergency of 
this kind, on the supposition that their stock of 
money was equal to the demand; “ he saith unto 
“ Philip, Whence shall we buy bread that these 
SSgpay cat?” Why the appeal was personally made 
tq Philip, may be accounted for from some peculi- 
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arity in that disciple’s character. He appears to 
have been one of those who slowly, suspiciously, 
reluctantly admitted the evidence of their Master's 
divine mission ; for we find him, long after this, 
discovering a diffident, scrupulous, incredulous dis- 
position; and his kind Master administering a just 
and seasonable rebuke: “ Philip saith unto him, 
Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus 
*¢ saith unto him, Have I been so long timc with 
* vou, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He 
* that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 
“ sayeat thou then, Show us the Father?” Thus 
was it needful that the witnesses of the truth to 
others should have their own doubts completely re- 
moved. And thus, He, who knew what was in 
man, will bring out of the man himself what was 
in him; not with the insidious design of deceiving 
and exposing him, as men often act by cach other, 
but of making him feel his own weight ; of enabling 
him to form a just estimate of his wisdom and 
strength; of affording him a fresh and irresistible 
proof of his Master's supreme power, and divine in- 
telligence. “ This he said to prove him: for he knew 
“ what he would do.” _ 

We have here a most sublime representation of 
the Redeemer’s foreknowledge of the natural rea- 
sonings of the human wind, and of the existence 
and effect of second causes. That a thousand per. 
sons of as many different inclinations, pursuing as 
many different interests, with as many different 
capacities, should be brought to one point, should 
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co-operate in promoting the same purpose, should, 
unknown to each other, involuntarily enter into 
exactly one and the same pursuit, is not to be ex- 
plained on the common principles of human saga. 
city, and can proceed only “ from the Lord of 
“ hosts, who is wonderful in counsel and excellent 
“in working.” Philip immediately has recourse to 
arithmetical calculation? he estimates the multitude 
at so many, he examines into the state of their 
finances, and finds them deplorably deficient : two 
“hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for 
“them, that every one of them may take a little.” 
No, the difficulty was not to be thus resolved. 
Neither was the matter much mended to human 
apprehension, when Andrew, Simon's brother, 
brought information that there was a lad present 
who had five barley loaves and two small fishes to 
disposo of. He himself sets no great store by bis 
intelligence ; a single loaf to a thousand men appear- 
ed to him a mere nothing, an aggravation rather 
than an alleviation of the distress , ‘ but what,” says 
he despondingly, “ are they among so many ?” The 
case is thus brought to an extreme point. Five 
thousand men, beside a multitude of women and 
children, probably to an equal if not a greater num- 
ber, feel the pressure of hunger, and of no one of 
our natural eppetites are we more acutely sensible 
than of this; every one of this myriad, therefore, 
down to the youngest child, was a distinct and a 
competent witness upon the occasion, of the indivi- 
dual and of the general calamity, and of the total 
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want of an adequate supply. Providence thus fre- 
quently permits things to come to the very verge of 
woe, that man may feel his own weakness and 
insufficiency, feel his entire dependance, and leara 
to acknowledge and to adore the seasonable interposi- 
tion of Heaven; that God may be seen as * our 
* yefuge and our strength, a very present help in 
trouble,” 

As if every preparation of human sagacity had 
been made, Jesus, with dignified composure, com- 
mands, saying, * Make the men sit down.” The 
attention and sympathy of Christ are observable in 
minute circumstances. His guests had passed a day 
of uncommon fatigue; they were now overtaken 
with two great infirmities, want of food and want of 
rest. A standing meal, weary as they were, would 
have been an unspeakable benefit ; or to have stretch. 
ed out their exhausted limbs to repose, even with a 
slender provision, for the “ sleep of a labouring 
*€ man is sweet, whether he eat little or much.” 
He who careth for oxen, who fcedeth the raven, 
who sustaineth the sparrow on the wing, ‘ shall he 
* not much more” hear the ery of human wretched~ 
ness? Both the precious gifts of bread and rest are 
bestowed at once, and both unhoped for, both un- 
asked. ‘ Make the men sit down:” and it is re- 
marked, ‘“* Now there was much grass in the place.” 
What a delicious assemblage of natural and interest. 
ing beauties! it was the still evening of @ day in 
spring; the fragrant fertile carth had spread an 
ample carvet, at once delightful to behold, pleasant 
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to the smell, and softened to the pressure of the faint. 
Twenty thousend eyes are turned in silent expecta- 
tion to their commen friend and benefactor. The 
very order of their arrangement embellishes the 
scene, and the subdivisions and straight lines of art 
set off the majestic irregularity of nature: a hundred 
rows of fifty men each. What compared to this, was 
the royal “ feast which the king Ahasuerus made 
“ unto all his princes, and his servants ; the power 
“ of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of 
“ the provinces!” What compared to this, was the 
great, but impious feast, which “ Belshazzar the 
“king made toa thousand of his lords!" These 
noisy and profane revels were quickly disturbed, 
and issued in sorrow. What a different spectacle 
did the mountain in the desert of Bethsaida present! 
All is calmness and harmony, all is peace and joy. 
The great Master of the feast surveys his vast family 
with complacency and delight! they behold in him 
their condescending teacher, their merciful physician, 
their liberal provider, their almighty Lord, in whom 
all fulness was pleased to dwell. 

* And Jesus took the loaves.” He miraculously 
supported his own body for forty days in the wilder- 
ness, without eating or drinking ; and the same 
divine power could undoubtedly have refreshed and 
sustained this great multitude, for a night, without 
bread, ss easily as by a supernatural multiplication 
of it, But this would have been less sensible and 
convincing ; and natural vigour of constitution might 
have been supposed equal to the load. In the 
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method of relief which our Lord was pleased to em- 
ploy, every man had the witness within himself, and 
could bear a clear testimony concerning all around 
him, that not the powers of nature, but the God of 
grace, had ministered to their common necessities. 
And, when he had given thanks :” Two different 
words are employed by the Evangelists to describe 
this action of our Saviour. The first three say, “he 
‘ blessed” the Joaves, pronounced upon them a 
solemn and powerful benediction, i in virtue of which 
they became prolific, and multiplied far beyond the 
extent of the demand. Our Evangelist represents 
him as “ giving thanks,” ascribing to God his 
heavenly Father the glory of every gift of an indul- 
gent Providence, whether bestowed in the order of 
natural increase, or produced by an extraordinary 
interposition. The form of words employed by 
Christ on this occasion, most probably, blended both 
ideas, as indeed they cannot be easily separated. To 
give thanks for what God has given is a devout ac- 
knowledgment of dependance upon him, a tacit ex- 
pression of hope in his goodness for the time to come, 
and the most likely means of increasing our store. 
He acted as the great pattern of bis disciples, teach- 
ing them in difficulty to look up to Heaven for direc- 
tion and assistance, to improve the blessings of 
Providence by referring them to their great Author, 
and to cast every future care on him who hath helped 
hitherto. Man cannot pronounce a benediction 
capable of communicating efficacious virtue, but 
what is equivalent to it, he can “in every thing, by 
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* prayer and supplication with thankegiving, let his 
* yequest be made known unto God;” and time 
employed in devotion is not loss, but unspeakably 
great gain. 

He distributed to the disciples, and the dis- 
* ciples to them that were set down ; and likewise 
“ of the fishes as much as they would.” The fare 
was ordinary, barley bread, and dried fish. “ The 
*€ full soul loatheth an honey-comb; but to the 
hungry every bitter thing is sweet.” Mark, the 
quality of the food is not changed, the quantity 
only is increased, for the object of the miracle wae 
not to pamper luxury, but to satisfy hunger. The 
disciples had nothing to give but what they first 
received. And what must have been their astonish- 
ment, their satisfaction, as they walked from rank 
to rank, to behold the food uot diminish, but 
multiply to the mouth of the eater! No murmur- 
ing could arise on account of a partial distribution, 
for all had enough and to spare. No doubt could 
arise respecting the fountain of supply, for every 
ear heard the gracious words which proceeded out 
of his mouth; every eye beheld his face lifted up 
to heaven, and his hands extended to diffuse plenty. 
The body and the mind were refreshed together, 
with food convenient for them. Thus seasonable, 
thus suitable, thus satisfying, are the good and per- 
fect gifts which come down immediately from the 
Father of lights. The self-same miracle, my friends, 
is repeated day by day, through a different process, 
and we observe it not, we feel it not. An unseen 
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hand “ causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 
“and herb for the service of man;” it “ bringeth 
“ forth food out of the earth; and wine that maketh 
“ glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face 
“to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man’s 
“heart.” © © that men would praise the Lord for 
* his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the 
© children of men !” 

“ When they were filled, he said unto his disci- 
“ ples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
“ nothing be lost.” Tiere is a criminal forethought 
about to-morrow which the Gospel condemns, be- 
cause it implies distrust of the care, wisdom, and 
goodness of Providence, and because it mars the 
enjoyment, and encroaches upon the duties, of to- 
day. But there is likewise a prudent and pious 
forethought, which both reason and religion highly 
approve and powerfully recommend, because it is 
the co-operation of human sagacity with the be- 
nignity of Providence; and the happiest and most 
honourable condition of man is exertion, as if no 
supernatural aid were to be expected, and reliance 
on God, as if human efforts amounted to nothing. 
“ Gather up the fragments,” was the command of 
him who had the power of maltiplying without 
end, but who would lay himself under no obligation 
to exert a miraculous energy to repair the profusion, 
or aupply the negligence, of thoughtless man. What 
occasions the present dearth of every necessary of 
life? Not the unkindness of Heaven, for the earth 
has yielded her increase, and our garners are full. 
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bunt cruel oppression on the one hand, and abomi- 
nable waste on the other. The precious fruits of 
the ground are, contrary to nature, hoarded up in 
expectation of glutting avarice with a higher return, 
till they corrupt; or they are vilely cast away by 
the minions of opulence and grandeur, who care 
not what they destroy, because the master’s fortune 
is able to support the expenditure. It is one and 
not the least of the evils of war, that of the pro- 
vision necessary to the maintenance of fleets and 
armies, one half at least goes to loss, through dis- 
honesty, carelessness, and wilful prodigality. This 
profusion is often found in company with a hard 
and stony heart. It appears to have constituted 
great part of the criminality of the rich man in the 
Gospel. He “ was clothed in purple and fine linen, 
“and fared sumptuously every day.” But this was 
not in itself sinful, nor is it charged upon him as 
guilt. The offal of his table was not wisely used. 
While detestable luxury reigned within doors, the 
ery of misery at the gate was disregarded. The 
beggar Lazarus desired, but desired in vain, “ to 
“ be fed with the crambs which fell from the rich 
‘© man’s table.” It is in every man’s power to reduce 
the price of provisions. Let him purchase no more 
than what is needful, and let him be careful to look 
after the fragments which remain. The opulent 
man is responsible for the inhumanity, the extrava- 
gance, the criminal neglect of his domestics, and 
to no purpose does he exclaim against the rapacity 
of combinations to engross and enhance, while he is 
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fostering the mischief by the wretched economy of 
his own household. “ Let nothing be lost” is the 
economy of nature, the maxim of true wisdom, and 
a precept of Christianity. 

* Therefore they gathered them together, and 
“ filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the 
“ five barley loaves, which remained over and above 
“unto them that had eaten.” Thus the miracle 
was complete: ample provision was made for the 
moment, and-a lesson of prudence given for all 
generations. The bédies of thousands were re- 
freshed by homely but wholesome food, and the 
sacred impress of divine trath was applied to the 
human heart. Thus transitory things are rendered 
permanent, and provision made for supporting the 
body is converted into food for the immortal soul. 

The conviction produced was perfectly natural, 
and it operated uniformly on the minds of the whole 
assembly: ‘* Then those men, when they had seen 
* the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth 
“ that Prophet that should come into the world.” 
There was therefore, it is evident, a generally pre- 
vailing expectation of the appearance of the august 
personage whom the prophets had announced; and 
what proof of a divine mission more illustrious 
could be displayed, than that which had just reached 
the understanding through all the avenues of sense? 
But it is truly humbling to observe the perpetual 
intrusion of a worldly spirit. That prophet whom 
all ranks Jooked unto and waited for, all ranks 
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thought proper to invest with temporal power and 
splendour. The idea of raising him to kingly su- 
prewacy is immediately entertaincd. What quality 
could a prince possess that led more certainly to 
success than that of subsisting his armies, without 
the expense and incumbrance of magazines? Under 
this impulse the multitude are disposed instantly to 
rear his standard, and to enlist in his service. And. 
when a man faithfully examines himself, he will 
find that the world, in some form or another, is 
Jurking in his heart. Te will find time, and sense, 
and self, blending with his purest, most generous, 
most exalted views, and directing his most seem- 
ingly disinterested exertions. Jesus demonstrates 
that he is much more than a king, by withdraw- 
ing from popular applause and proffered royalty. 
“ When he perceived that they would come and 
* take him by force, to make him a king, he de- 
© parted again into a mountain himself alone.” He 
meets and relieves their real necessities, but retires 
from their projects of power and ambition. To the 
demand of Pilate, “ Art thou the king of the Jews?” 
this was his modest reply: «‘ My kingdom is not 
“of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
“€ world, then would my servants fight, that I should 
** not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my king- 
“dom not from hence.” 

We conclude with a few practical reflections. 

1. The law of man’s nature is a stated religious 
monitor tohim. Every day he hungers, he thirste, 
he waxes faint, he must lie down and go to sleep. 
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He is as often admonished of his frailty, of his de- 
pendance, of his obligations. Let the animal func. 
tions be ever so little deranged or suspended, and 
the whole man, spirit as well as body, pines and 
Janguishes. An eye-which never slumbers nor sleeps 
watches him by night and by day. An unseen hand 
spreads his board, fills his cup, feedeth him with 
food convenient for him. A careless spirit overlooks 
common mercies, lightly esteems them, wastes, 
perverts, abuses them, And where the hand of 
God is not seen, felt, and acknowledged, there can 
be no enjoyment superior to that which the beasts 
of the field have in common with the rational cre- 
ation. The devout spirit refers all to Deity, and 
thereby a relish is communicated to the simplest 
and most ordinary things. “A dinner of herbs 
“ where love is, a dry morsel, and quietness there- 
* with,” far exceed the luxury of the “ stalled ox,” 
and of “a house full of sacrifices.” Herein the 
poor have infinitely the superiority over the rich and 
great. Hunger seasons the poor man’s food, thirst 
sweetens his cup, labour softens his couch, He 
beholds his daily supply coming from the bounty of 
a Father in heaven, he gives God thanks. Thus 
meditates the Psalmist in contemplating the provi- 
dential care exercised over all creatures, especially 
those of the human race: “ Man goeth forth unto 
« his work, and to bis lobour, until the evening. O 
*, Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom 
“ hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy 
2aFz 


a HISTORY OF {Laor, XXUII, 
* riches: so is this great and’wide sea, wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both small and great 
“ beasts, There go the ships: there is that levia- 
“than, whom thou hast made to play therein, 
These wait all upon thee, that thou mayest give 
them their meat in due season. That thou givest 
“ them they gather: thou openest thine hand, they 
“ are filled with good. Thou hidest thy face, they 
“ are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they 
“ die and return to their dust, Thov sendest forth 
“ thy Spirit, they are created; and thou renewest 
the face of the earth. The glory of the Lord 
‘ shall endure for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in 
“his works.” Thus is the eye of man, from day 
to day, alternately directed to the ground out of 
which he himself was taken, to behold the support 
of his life likewise springing up out of it, and to 
heaven, toward “ the Father of lights,” for “ every 
good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above.” 
God, in his great mercy, has not entrusted to human 
reason the preservation of the body, but constantly 
warns him by an animal instinct of what his frame 
requires, and renders that savoury to sense which 
he knows to be necessary to life; and thus pleasure 
and duty, as they ever ought, go hand in hand. 
© that men would praise the Lord for his 
“ goodness, and for his wonderful works to the 
“ children of men; for he satisfieth the longing soul, 
and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.” 

2. If God is pleased to humble man, and to 
suffer him to hunger, it is to ‘* make him know 
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* that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
* every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
* the Lord doth man live.” In the animal part of 
his nature he is reduced to the level of the beasts 
that perish; in his spirit he rises to the rank of 
angele, he draws supplies immediately from the 
Father of spirits, he feeds on immortal food, he 
drinks of the “ pure river of water of life, pro- 
** ceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb.” The Christian, like his divine Master, 
has meat to eat which the world knows not of. 
«“ My meat,” says he, “ is to do the will of him 
“ that sent me, and to finish his work :” and, speak- 
ing of his doctrine, in contrast to the support and 
refreshment of the natural life, “ Whosoever drinketh 
“ of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever 
“ drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
“ never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
“ shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
* everlasting life ;” and again, under the same image 
of necessary food; “ My Father giveth you the 
“ true bread from heaven. For the bread of God 
S¢ is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth 
* life unto the world. And Jesus said unto them, 
* Tam the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
* never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
“ never thirst.” Blessed are they which do hunger 
“and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
* filled.” « For the kingdom of God is not meat 
“and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy 
“ in the Holy Ghost.” The believer's feast is thus 
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described by one who was a liberal partaker of it: 
« Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
“through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom 
“© also we have access by faith into this grace 
* wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
“ glory of God. And not only so, but we glory 
“in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation 
“ worketh patience; and patience, experience; 
“and experience, hope: and hope maketh not 
ashamed ; because the love of God is shed abroad 
“in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given 
* unto us;” and in another place, “ I know whom 
* T have believed, and I am persuaded that he is 
“able to keep that which I have committed unto 
“ him against that day.” “Iam now ready to be 
“ offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
“ T have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
* course, I have kept the faith : henceforth there is 
“laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
“ the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
“ that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
“ also that love his appearing.” 

3. In proportion as this spiritual appetite in- 
creases, attachment to the world will diminish. 
Nature, says the proverb, is satisfied with little, and 
grace with still less. The disciple of Jesus knows 
and feels that he has here no continuing city, and 
therefore secks one to come. He “ coveteth no 
* man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” While the 
rich worldling is pulling down his barns and 
building greater, in which to bestow his fruits 
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and his goods, laying up treasure for himself 
without being rich towards God, the follower of 
Christ is employed in laving up “ treasures in 
“ heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt. 
“ and where thieves do not break through nor stcal.” 
He desires “ a better country, that is, an heavenly :” 
he looks for ‘a city which hath foundations, whose 
* builder and maker is God.” His master has taught 
him, when he prays, to say not, “ Give me mach 
« goods to be laid up for many years,” but “ give us 
* this day our daily bread:” “ my heavenly Father 
“ knoweth what things I really need.” He knows 
that the day of the Lord cometh, “ in the which 
“the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
“and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
“the carth also, and the works that are therein, 
* shall be burnt up.” He, according to the promise 
of God, who cannot lie, looks for new heavens 
* and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 
Hence he learns ‘* in whatever state” Providence 
may be pleased to put him, “ therewith to be con- 
tent.” “ I know,” says Paul, both how to be 
“ abased, and I know how to abound: every where, 
* and in all things, I am instructed, both to be full 
“and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
“need. Ican do all things through Christ which 
“ strengtheneth me.” ‘ Brethren, the time is 
“short; it remaineth, that they who weep be as 
“they who weep not; and they that rejoice, as 
though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, 
“as though they possessed not; and they that use 


“ HISTORY OF [Leor, XXN1, 


* this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of 
“ this world passeth away.” — 

4, Let the ministers of Christ remember that they 
are “ stewards of the mysteries of God,” and that 
« it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
*¢ faithful.” That which they deliver to others, 
they themselves received from the Lord. There is 
one and the same fare provided for them, and for 
their fellow servants, and the provision is at once 
excellent and abundant. Every one is entitled to 
the portion most suitable to him, and in the proper 
season. “ New born babes,” in Christ, “ desire the 
“sincere milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby.” ‘ Bat strong meat belongeth to them 
* that are of full age, even those who, by reason of 
use, have their senses exercised to discern both 
§ good and evil.” In various ways may a steward 
be found unfaithful to his trust. He may be negli- 
gent, and then the household runs into confusion 
and every evil work; every one does that which is 
right in his own eyes, and of consequence every 
thing goes wrong. He may withhold what is due, 
and the family starves. The food may be impro, 
perly mixed, and thereby changed into poison. He 
may be injudicious, and the aliment of the healthy 
and vigorous is administered to the puny and feeble, 
while the delicate nourishment that suits sickliness 
and imbecility is presented to maturity and strength, 
He may be deliberately wicked, and betray the 
trust which he was appointed to guard. Asa con- 
Wast to this melancholy picture, turn your eyes ta 
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the portrait of that faithful steward, and able minis- 
ter of the New Testament, the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, in the solemn appeal which he makes to the 
elders of Ephesus, on bidding them a final farewell ; 
“ Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, 
§* after what manner I have been with you at all 
* seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of 
“mind, and with many tears and temptations 
“ which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews ; 
* and how I kept back nothing that was profitable 
“ unto you, but have sitowed you, and have taught 
“you publicly, and from house to house, testify- 
* ing both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re~ 
®pentance toward God, and faith toward our’ 
“ Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I go bound 
“in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the 
*¢ things that shall befall me there: save that the 
“ Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying, that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. Bat none of these 
‘ things move me, neither count I my life dear un- 
“to myself, so that I might finish my course with 
* joy, and the ministry which I have received of 
“the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the 
“ grace of God.” J take you to record this 
*¢ day, that I am pure from the blood of all men; 
* for have not shunned to declare unto you the 
“whole counsel of God—remember, that, by the 
® space of three years, I ceased not to warn every 
* one night and day with tears.—I have showed you 
all things, how that so labouring ye ought to sup- 
* port the weak ; and to remember the words of 
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the Lord Jesus, how he said, Itis more blessed 
* to give than to receive.” But there is an appeal 
still more solemn and affecting, and in circumstances 
infinitely more interesting, that of the chicf Shep- 
herd himself, addressed to his heavenly Father, in 
the near prospect “ of his decease which he should 
“ accomplish at Jerusalem.” ‘* I have glorified thee 
* onthe earth: I have finished the work which thou 
‘© gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify 
* thou me with thine own self, with the glory which 
“T had with thee before the world was. I have 
« manifested thy name unto the men which thou 
“ gavest me out of the world; thine they were, 
“and thou gavest them me; and they have kept 
© thy word, Now they have known that all things, 
‘ whatsoever thou hast given me, are of thee: for I 
“have given unto them the words which thou 
“ gavest me; and they have received them, and 
* have known surely that I came out from thee, 
“* and they have believed that thou didst send me.” 
“ Holy Father, keep through thine own name those 
« whom thou hast given me, that they may be one 
“ as we are,” 

5. Let not the constant and regular operations of 
Deity, in the course of nature and providence, be 
overlooked. Like the people who did eat of “ the 
“ Joaves and were filled,” we take and enjoy the 
repast, but discern not the miracle which produced 
it. The naturalist traces the progress of vegetation 
as an amusement, as a branch of science. The 
busbandman pursues it as his destined occupation, 
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he casts seed into the ground, leaves it there and 
goes to sleep, observes it day after day springing 
and growing up, he knoweth not how; first the 
blade, then the car, after that the full corn in the 
ear; but his eye and his heart are all the while set 
on the time of putting in the sickle, when the 
harvest is come. The eager merchant too watches 
the process, as a commercial speculation, as favour- 
able or unfavourable to his plans of buying and sel- 
ling, and getting gain. With what a different eye 
does a devotional spirit contemplate Deity spreading 
atable for every thing that lives! The Christian 
considers the fare upon his own board, whether 
simple or sumptuous, flowing in whatever channel, 
coming from the east or from the west, from the 
south or from the north, asa supply immediately 
furnished by the hand of his heavenly Father, as 
children’s bread, as a foretaste of the rich provision 
of his Father's house above. This communicates to 
ordinary things a relish unknown to the banquets 
of the luxurious and the proud. With the five 
thousand he beholds his God in person feeding him. 
He passes from the table which he calls his own, 
and at which his divine Master sat as a guest, though 
invisible, to that which Jesus emphatically calls his, 
and he finds it replenished ‘ with all the fulness of 
* God.” He eats and is satisfied, he goes on his. 
way rejoicing, he advances from strength to strength, 
he mounts up as on eagles’ wings, he runs and is 
not weary, he walks and faints not. Thus may 
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every one of us in the Zion that is above appear be- 
fore God.” “ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“ and the love of God, and the communion of the 
“ Holy Ghost, be with you all, Amen.” 
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The numeral Letters refer to the Volume, and the Figures 
to the Page. 


A. 
A.anon bor, i. 140. 
» @ppoii to take part of the commission with 
Moses, ii. 202; holds up the hands of Moses on the mount, 


_ are 8 delegation of. government from ro 
(with Hur,) iii, 41; the exercise of his authority perverted 
& idolatrous abominations of the country, 42; his conduct 
satonishing on the occasion, and accounted for in four different 
ways; Ist, that the conciseness of sacred. history may have 
omitted some circumstances in his favour, 48, 44; Sdly, it 
was supposed Hur had been massacred in a public com- 
motion by resisting the people, 44; Sdly, that Sey oni r 
juested an hie hic representation of the power of the 
eity, 45; 4thly, that he might apprehend his demanding 
their ear-rings, &c. as the objects of their pride, would prevent 
them from persisting in their requisition, ib. ; is too intent on 
the work to avoid suspicion, 46; framing the idol, not the full 
extent of his criminality, 47; cursory review of the above, 
with reflections, 53-56 ; is repronee Moses for his conduct 
in this matter, 61; his reply and defence, 61, 62; his bigh, 
anno mandi, ae before Christ, [see before pened three 
ears, 145; nothing extraordinary in his genius or talents til 
th an advanced age, 146; his introduction into public cha- 
racter, ib.; the occasion of his first appearance on the sacred 
Grama, 147; his eloquence, 147, 148; his interview with 
Moses, 148 ; the appointment of his task in the grand commis- 
sion, ib, ; the rents of his He Dense ei thoes oh Ere 
ther, 151; were both (according to genealogy) in the fourth 
generation from Tori, ihe thirteen of eee i: his mar- 
riage, ib.; had four sons, viz, Nedab, Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Tehamar, ib.; himself and two eldest sons accompatiy Moses ta 
the bottom of mount Sinai, &. 154; his priesthood, 184-157 ; 
exhortations from the preceding sketch of his history, 157-159; 
his age when called to the office of high priest, 162; his falli- 
bilities and infirmities, 163; his sacerdotal dress described, 
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164-169; his inauguration, 170-172; review of the character 

_ of a high priest, Bt pertaining to him, 175-178; his two eldest 
sons, Nabab and Abiha, appointed to the priesthood, 182; soon 
after disgrace it by offering strange fire, ib.; their sudden 
destruction, 186, 187 ; his feelings suggested on the occasion, 
187; is forbid to mourn, ib.; enters ito a plot with Miriam, 
his sister, to disturb the government of Moses, 188; she is 
struck with @ lep: for the same, 191; refections on his 
feelings occasioned Dy a second revolution ip the Israelitish 
camp, 199; his rod, 28 a token of honorary distinction, bud- 
ded, 200; which is afterwards jited in the tabernacle, as 
‘sacred memorial of mercy and favour, 201; his farewell to 
the people, 204-207 ; ascends the mount, 207 ; his death, 208; 
Tefiections on it, 208-210. 

Abel born, i. 47; tends his flock, 48; his prosperity, ib. 50; his 
offering, ib. ; the motives to it, ib.; his faith, 51; his death, 
52; his character pourtrayed, 54; a type of Christ, 55; his 
character instructing, 58; analogy between him: and Christ, 


55, 56. 

Aben-Useph, iv. 14. 

Abib, (or Nisan,) ii. 257, 

Abihu, the son of Asron, iii. 24, 28, 154, 183. 

Abiunelech’s dream, i. 240; ailson Abraham to accept an 
habitation in his country, ib. ; quarrels with Abraham, 233; 
the appellative vame of the princes of Paleatine, 305 ; his mo- 
deration exemplified, 307. 

Ablutions among the Jews carried to an absurd and superstitious 
excess, v. 276. 

Abram’s birth, i. 182; father and founder of the Jewish nation, 
ib. ; his history commences, ib.; his faith, 194, 185; induce- 
ment to leave his own country, ib.; arrives at bis destined 
habitation, 136; God appears ‘to him in Canaan, ib.; builds 
ao altar, 137; driven out of Canaan, ib.; retires to 
338; seized with an unaccountable fit of distrust, ib,; his 
conduct censured, ib.; resorts to Bethel and Hai, 189; his 
nephew accompanies him, 140; his behaviour commended, 
ib.; they separate, 149; reflections on Abram’s history, 141- 
154; Al flies to Lot’s relief, 152 ; comparative view of his 
affection, ib. 153 ; connects with an ext inary person, 154 5 
anterior to Christ 2000 years, 155; compared with princes, 
ib.; compared with Adam, ib.; both typified Christ, ib.; a 
type of every Christian, 156; compared with Christ, 156-158 ; 

the spoils of Sodom, 164; review of his blessings, 165; 
his sacrifice, 18] ; retires to a domestic life, 187; his desire 
for a son, 188; seeks a token of the Lord, 191; takes Hagar 
to wife, 200; is embroiled in contentions, 202; egain visited 
by the Almighty, 213; former declaration renewed to him, 
ib.; bis name is changed, ib. ; trial of his obedignoe farther 
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exercised, 214; commanded to perform a painful ion 
on his own body, ib.; te ened fie faith], 215 3 Seah also 
laughed [in credulity], 215, 218; his descendants distinguish- 
ed, 215; three angela appear to him, 216: their entertain- 
ment described and contrasted with modern fashions, 218; 
one assumes the character of Jehovah, ib.; Abraham’s inter- 
cession for his neighbours, 221 ; his dignity, 224; lineaments 
of his character, 22+, 225; his concern oe Code interest, 227 ; 
converses with God, ib, 228; removes between Kadeah and 
Shur, and sojourns in the kingdom of Gerar, 229; practises 
deceit there, ib.; is reprehensible for an hasty judgment of 
others, ib ; is prevailed on by Abimelech to accept an habi- 
tation in his country, 230; the promised son born, ib.; is 
weaned, 28! : Hagar and Ishmael dismissed, ib. ; the circum- 
stances attending it appear strange, 232; engaged in a broil 
with Abimelcch, 233 ; is commanded to sacrifice his son, 242 ; 
the manner and time whin that command was given, 243; 

repares for the sacrifice, 244; has time for reflection, 245; 
Tralogue with his son on the occasion, 247, 248; whois ready 
to be offered, but a ram uccepted in his stead, 248; loses Sarah 
by death, 264 ; takes possession of Canaan, by buying a burial 
place there, 256; is desirous of forming # match for Isaac, 
259; enters himself ya into wedlock, 260; his death, ib. ; 
historical comparison between him and Christ, 262-265; chro- 
nology of his life, 265. 

Abrech, (translated from the Hebrew, ) ii. 55. 

Abundance, its value known only to those who have experienced 
want, iv, 164, * 

Adam, i. 13; created, 14; futher of the human race, 15; de- 
pendant and limited being, ib. ; his sovereignty, ib.; account- 
able to God, ib.; eritance, ib.; his reason and inno- 
cence, 16; his charge, ib. ; his state of innocence dignified, 
ib. ; his bliss not perfect while alone, ib. ; his joy complete in 
@ partner, 17; reflections on his jiness, ib.; his fall, 18; 
his wife the cause and companion of his guilt, 19; becomes a 
father, 22; delight in his offpring, ib.; his emotions, 24; his 
life prolonged, ib.; his death approaches, 25; effects of his 
fall, 33; typical of Christ, ib. ; with Christ, 34, et 
seq. ; his sovereignty limited, $8 ; his empire reduced to no- 
thing, ib. ; is union with Eve prefigares that of Christ and 
his church, 39; the covenant head of his tert , 40; the 
time he lived, 72; compared and contrasted with Noah, 110, 


11, 
Absurdity detected and exposed, iv. $57. 
Address of expiring Jacob to his sons, ii. 106, 107. 
——— to Moses, ii. 879; to the Holy Spirit, $71, $72. 


“8 GENERAL INDEX. 


Address of Balaam to the King of Moab, (from Josephus,} iii: 
221, 222. 

—— to Christians, iii. 150, 151. 

——— to parents on the education of children, iv. 78-881 ; on 
their regard to their outward accomplishments, $84; on their 
anxiety for size and shape, $86. : 

——— to children on their infant graces, iv. 392; on there 

ensities, 8393; encouragement to ri tance, 

oo to parents and guardians, on the trust commited to them 
ir, 895 ; an useful example, $95, $96; asoloma admonition, 
$97, 398. 

——-—— to Christians on the divine nature of Christ, v. 16-19; 
on the miraculous conception, 74-76; on the birth of Jesus, 
85-88; to parents respecting the early treatment of their 
children, 100-102; to parents and children, 115, 116; on the 
subject of baptism, 128-196 ; on the temptation in the wilder- 
ness, 152-156 ; on the observance of the sabbath, 167-179; to 
communicants at the sacramental table, 258-262. 

Adjuration, form of, iii. 26, 27. 

ition, i. 10, 49, 69, 108. 
fend Cea as 
eral to Christi 1; iii. 263-265. 
B the roud and resentful, i, 400. 
to the lower ranks of mankind, i. 401, 


to both ranks, ii, 177. 
in the various actions of his 


——— to » 

beast, iii, 258, 264. 
deducible from the character of Moses, iii. 107, 108. 
to young women, drawn from the character of Ruth, 

iv. 191-195, ‘ks oe 

to young men on profligacy ie sons, iv. 
377; on their untinel end, 897. 

Advent of the Prince of Peace celebrated by angels, v. 84, 85. . 

Adversary, a contemptible one answered, ii. $25; ili, 251. 

never more dangerous than when transformed into 
an angel of light, v. 299. 

Advice to females, i. 288; iii. 191-198. 

Affection, i. 152; divine and human compared, ii. $05, $04. 

Afftictions, i, 59, 189; increase from a consciousness of having 
deserved them, $48; in general, 146-151; 

compared to Red Sea, ii. $17, $18. 

Affluence and religion compared, ii. 178. 

Agag, king of the Amalekites, ii. 408. 

Age of Noah and Methuselah compared, i. 110. 

—— of Adam, 1.72. | 

~—— of Abraham, i. 26] ; the infirmities attending it, $14, 
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Age of Teanc, i 827. 
+—— of Joueph at the death of his father, ii, 196, 
——— of Moses at hia death, iv. $8. 


of Jacob and Joseph, ii. 126. 
Fholeh, i. feos 


Allegory, i. 125, 209. 

‘Allegorista, thei opinion of Joseph's coat, ii, 129, 

‘Allurements, females subject to, i. 288. 

Altar constituted, i. 124, 197; erected at Shechem, 402; cale 
culation of times from that period, ib. 

—— on mount Sinai, iii. 26, 27. 

«—— of the Tabernacle, iii. 125. 

Altars, seven, commanded to be erected by Balasm, iii. 269. 

Amatek, God’s judgments denounced him, ii. 390; was 
grandson to Esau, and non to Eliphaz, by Timna, ib.; is dis- 
comfited by the edge of the sword, 395; execution of his 
sentence reserved for 412 years after, 405. 

Ambassadors, Israelitish, ii. 

of their message, ili. 236. 

Ambition and pride, at what time at their height, iv. 24, 

Aminadab, father-in-law to Aaron, iii. 152. 

Amram, of the family of Levi, takes to wife Jochebed his aunt, 
and becomes the father of Aaron, Miriam, and Moses, ii. 140, 
141, iti, 182. 

’s sons, i, 87, < 

Analogy between Melchizedec and Christ, i. 168, 172, 177, 

~—— between Abel and Christ, i. 55, 56. % 

o——— between Isaac and Christ, i. 293. 

——-~~ between Jacob and Christ, i, 402, 403. 

~—— between Moses and Christ, ii. 185. 

Anecdote of Xerxes, king of Persia, iii, $38, $89, 

Ancient rene i, 216, ‘ation of the difirent ds off, fromm 

Ancient history, recapitulation if tt perior i 
the creation to the deluge, 1650 years, (with a racoestion of 
eight lives from Adam to the 600th of Noah ;) second 
Geshe ct ie calling of Abraham, 427 years, 











. (with succession of ten lives from the 108th year of Shem, to 
75th of Abrnham;) the third period containing 490 years, 
which commenced on the beginning of our May, or latter end 
of April, supposed by some chronologists, the precise time, 
month sy, hour, and rainute when Abraham went out of 
Haran, the paschal lamb was slain, and Christ died on the 
cross; this period contains a succession of seven lives, include 
ing Abraham, from his 75th year to the 80th of Moses’s life, 
‘and before the present year isa. 3352 years, ii. 360, 351, 352. 
VOL. ¥. 
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Angel's first scripture account of one, i. 908; who 


it was, 
of the Li ‘Jehovah, } ii, 192; _ mes an wdversary to 
Ange oe ti, otha pene ts "are at sopeusnnce in 
that character, 251; appears, ae ry sty 
incidents and miracles, visible to the het himself, 261. 


Angels, (three,) their appearance i, 216; two disap. 
ar wilted whole ope tobe the Son of 


An tae r, an affectionate, and e interest 
Teh as of fen, 58. ming oi bs pms 
of children, ib, ; descend from hoaves, "59 the friends of 
mankind, 62; the vicion of one strikes the mind with awe, ib, ; 
celebrate the advent of the Prince of Peace, 84, 85. 

Anger, i. 69, 201. 

~—— the Lord's kindled against Moses, ii. 202. 

its own punishment, iii, 59. 

Animals, i. 89, 105 ; peddle sey to man, 106; their flesh for 
the fie: cme pereaited, ib.; a symbol of atonement, 

Anna a prophetess, v, 68; her public thanks to God on visiting 
the infant Jenus; 95. 

Answer of Christ to the Sadducees, i. 159, 

Antony, the he opinion ofthe Roman orator concerning him, v. 241. 

Anxiety, babar lot of humanity, i. 287. 

1» tp 42, 

Apoclyen Moses kid ng the Egyptian, ii ii, 179. 

——- for Aaron’ dee iil, 44, 45, 

pay fr Reexe' dceptn $80. 

© cea’ i 3! 
fe of the Gentiles, his success, v. 221. 

‘Abestlos made witnewes of Christ tall uations v. 224; endowed 
with miraculous powers, 236, 287; authority given them over 
all devils to cure diseases, topreach the kingdom, and to heal 

Apparition, formidable, that that appeared to Balaam, if, 258-286. 

fo: le, to tiie i. 

‘Approbation of Abram’s faith, 1. 135. 

Aram, J ii. 89; from whence Moses and Aaron set off on their 

to Pharaoh's court, ii. 207. 

Arabia, ing heal ii, 299, 486 

Asie nation, father and founder of it, i. 207; mewsurement of 

country, its s excellencies, ib. 

Arabs, an erable nation, 1.207. 

Arbab, (or ance) § i12, 

Archer, i, 

‘Arhinoture: i ih 8. 

Ark and the cross compared, i. 118. 

Ark, its design, &c, i, 89. \ 
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Ark, opinion of commentators unaccountable, concerning its 
time of building, i. 92. 

—— considered as a miracle, &e. i. 98. 

——= ite dimensions, &c. i 93, 94, 

= God commands Noah to enter into it, i. 103. 

its covering removed, i. 104; Noah comes out of it, ib.; 
rested, 180, 

—~ itg.use and antitype, i. 275, 276 ; ii. 381. 

—— of the tabernacle, ili. 182, 198, 135. 

Armenia, i. 130, 


Arphaxad, i. 265. 

Ararat, (or Armenia,) mountains of, where Noah’s ark rested, is 
108, 121, 180. 

Artaphanes, ii. 822. 

Articies of the treaty between God and the people, given on 
mount Sinai, iii. 25; its conditions agreed to, 27. 

Asa, Balaam’s, iii. 254, 255. 

Astronomy and Astrology, early cultivated at Pethor in Meso- 
potamia, iii. 285. 

Astronomers, Egypt a land of, ii. 176, 

Astronomical calculation, ii. $51. 

Atheist, his despicable character, v. 418, 419. 

Athenian, superstitious, y. $11. a 

Atlas, 3.76, 

Atonement, the mystery of it, i. 53: symbol of it, 106. 

Attempts wire te and degrade the miracle of the Israelitish 
passage, ii. $27, 328, . 

Avarice, i, $82, 367; ii. k1; iii. 211, 213, 269, 277, 278. 

Augustus, v. 12, 

Augustus Cesar issues a decree for enrolling his subjects, v. 79; 
a prelude to taxation, ib.; affects the family of Joseph, who 
repairs from Nazareth to his native city, 79, 80; his death, 


14, 
Author’s acknowledgment to God for his assistance in the present 
work, ii, $67; his address of thanks to his friends, 67, 968. 


Baal, iii. 969; ita signification, 272, 273. 
Babylosiaon the inion of Enoch, i. 76. 
lvpiang, their lion i, 76. 
Bacchus, his wotaries, i 279. 
Bacon, ‘& eae) $18 
B tial fondness, ii. 27. 
Bates Pharaoh's: his dream, i 42. 
Baleam Ue non. of, Beene, a enctanter sent by Balak to curse 
s 
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Ierael, iii. 215, 216; his character, 216-219 ; reasons assigned 
for his know! of the God of Israel, 219, 220; his 

to the king of Moab, (from Josephus,) 221, 222; his blese- 
‘ing the Israelites contrasted with the execration of the hea- 
thens, (given by anancient author,) 228, 224; what brought 
him into notice bed conseuesce, 226; reflections on the pre- 
ceding, 227-290 ; his resi tras at Pethor, a city of Aram, 
or Mesopotamia, where Abraham was born, Rebecca, 
his son’s wife, where Jacob pessed’a great of his youth- 
ful years, and wherw he obtained the name of Syrian, 234, 285 ; 
his profession astrology, 236; vanity and covetousness, the 
two leading 3 of his soul, 238; receives the ambas- 
angie of Balak with courtesy, ib.; God's voice fo by 
way of inquiry concernit messengers, 239; an way 
of refusal, to the suit = eo him, ib.; the Papi 
manner of his deliverin, ’s refusal to Balak’s request, 240; 
Balak, deceived thereby, is the more anxious for his compli- 
ance, 242, 943; invites the messengers to stay another night, 
onthe Brradventure of a more favourable answer from Heaven, 
244; God, provoked at his wickedness, gives him up to the 
perilous consequence of his own obstinacy, 245, 246; rises 
early in the morning, and prepares for his journey, 250; the 
angel of the Lord (Jehovah) appears in his way to obstruct 
him, 251 ; is reproved by the various actions of his own beast, 
253, 254; revenges himself upon the brute, 255; the hea- 
venly vision opposes his 255, 256; his patient beast, 
finding no way to escape, sinks to the ground, 257; reflec- 
tions on the preceding and proceeding parts of the miracle, 
258-261; the Angel at last visible to him, 261; his 
apology and reply for his condact, 262; but persists in pro- 
ceeding, ib.; and at length meets Balak, though checked in 
the design of his business, 262, 263 ; farther reflections on the 
history, 263-265; his character and genius again hinted at, 
267; arrivea at Balak’s metropolis, Kirjath-huzoth, 268; 
appoints a sacrifice on seven altars, 269; sets the sacrifices 
on fire, invites Balak to wait the issue of the success, while 
he retreats to a cleft in the rock for observation, 279 ; is there 
met by God, ib.; and prefers a ples of merit before him for 
his religious services, 274; reluctantly pronounces the immu- 
table decree, that Israel shall not be cursed, 275; refiections 
on the same, 275-282; his on the rock, a desire- 
able one, 277, 278; from struggles of his con- 
eer he proph fall Tatas, bas Rica conducted 
d ined at ti ets eul ‘on Israel, im conducte: 
to another titaaon’ upon the top of Pisgah, where another 
sacrifice is offered, 285; God’s anewer (by the prophet) to 
Balak’s rashness, 285, 286; makes another attempt to raise 


GEXEBAL INDEX. 458 


new altars, but relinquishes his design, lays atide his enchant- 

ments, and finally blesses Israel, observations on 

the same, 289-292; after an expostulation having taken place 

between the monarch and the » he ludes with a 

prediction fully demonstrative of ’s glory, and Moab’s 

fall, 292, 298 ; which bold forth n teo-fd object, viz. 
first, that David should crush Moab, and perfect the conquest 
of the land, pointing to Jesus, the offspring of David; Zdly, 
that Balaam should see the ruin of his prospects beyond the 
grave by a light, (the star that was to come out of Jacob,) 
which would only conduct him to the place of his punishment, 

298, 294; his different success, as a prophet and politician, 

204; his diabolical stratagem to seduce the Israelites to ido- 

Jatry, by female arts, successfully destructive, through which 

24,000 People fell by @ plague, 295, 296; on the first attack 

of Midian, he takes up armg and is slain, 296; farther reflec- 

tions on his character, 297-299. 

pee true prophet, but loved the wages of unrighteousness, 

v. . 

Balak, king of Moab, roused with jealousy against the Israelites, 
iii, 215; deceived by Balsam’s answer, presses more ar- 
dently for his compliance, 242; his emotions while waiting the 
return of Balaam from the rock, 274; chagrined at the pro- 
phet’s eulogy of Israel, which he supposes to be owing to his 
situation on the mount, therefore vainly imagines, by chang- 
ing it, to alter the decree, 285; where a mortal blow is 
286; he vage being Gouppointeds 

5 at bein . F 
is P62, 6, St, P41; of Jacob, $96, 

Banks of the Red Sea, ii. $20. 

Banquet, iii. 98. 

Baptism, waters of, ii. 335. 

Baptism of Jesus Christ in the river Jordan, v. 128. 

Barak appointed by Deborah to command the Israclitish ', 
iv. 101; takes possession of mount Tabor, 109; opposed by 
Sisera, attacks the Canaanites, and gains a complete victory, 
oi 

Barbarity, i. 202. 

Barbarians, v. 12. 

Barley-harvest of Boaz, iv. 225-238, 

Bargain, i. 966. ae 

Battle between Israel and Amalek in Rephidim, ii. 390. 

Beacons, i. 57. 

Beasts, &c. i. 105. os 

Beauty and importance of a passage in sacred history, ii, 81, 
82. 


Beauty, a snare, ii. $8, 
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Beerahebs, i, 
Beersheba, or the Well of the Oath i i. $10; ii. 294, 
Benediction, aoe i, 928, $26. 


Being, selfexistent, ii, 986. 

Believer refera all things to God, v. 40. 

Benjamin born, ii. 9; reasons for that name being being given 
him, 10; required to appear Jopgeph, 65; is d 
to be given up, 66; at length appears, 73; distinguishing 
Tespect shown him, 76, 

Ben-oni, ii. 10, 

Bequest of Jacob, ii. 101. 

Bethel, i. 137, 199, 352, 858. 

Bethlehem-Judah, i iv. 198, 210, 267, 

Bethlehem, the city of David, the birth-place of Jesus, v. 81, 

Bethshemesh, iii, 133, 

Bezaleel, i iii, 124, 

Bias, of writers, i, 7. 

Bible, its design, i. 128, 179. 

Bible, i, $48, S44. 

—— proved to teu word of God by our own personal daily 

ce, iv, $80. 

Biographer and historian compared, v. 20. 

Biography, i. $; merely human, 6; tecred, ib. 

Bi a he vat aaa compared, i 208 208. 

r-— of Ishmael and Isaac i 

—— natural and spiritual compared, i, 

—— of Isaac, i, 280. 

— of Moses, i ii. 4h. 

——~ in mean and high no distinction, v. 30 ; vice @ just ground 
of shame, ib; the meancst bene in brother] with 
Christ, 31; of nature mysterious, 26, 

eratian, | i, bare S85, $46, 363. 
easin, ‘itual and tem com} |, i, 168. 

Ot Melchizedec tnache i, Ts t73. 

= ronan on Abrabam and Isaac in the sacrifice, j. 


pronounced by Moses and Christ compared, iii, 460, 46}, 

Blind man restored, (from Spinosa,) ii. $25. 

Blindness of Isaac, i. 314, 

Blood, i. $3; ae hays 55; depr'ea 56. bs 

God's inquiring after it, i. 59. 

the river Nile turned into, ii, 280, 231. 

-—— the sprinkling of, in the passover, if. 288, 

-——— application of the ii. 273, 

——— of the sacrifice on Sinai how applied, and what 
implied by it, iii. 26,27, 85, 36. 
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Bloed used in the consecration of an hi; jest, fi. 176. 

Bloody decree, cause of it, ii, 141. Mah et 

——— husband, ii. 210. 

Boaz, his prosperity, iv. 210; his barley-harvest placed in va. 

+ Hous supposed points of view, 228; ist, by the pradeut and 
careful man, ib; 2d, by the moralist, 226; 8d, by the phi- 
losopher, 228 ; 4th, by the man of piety, 283; accosts his 
Teapers as a father would his children, 2; superintends his 
harvest, 242; his compassion excited by the of 
Ruth, ib.; his conduct towards Naomi censured, 942; palli- 
ated by his future zeal, 243; recommends Ruth to the so- 
ciety of his maidens, with ission to partake of their repast, 
243, 244; digression on The progress of virtuous love, 243, 
246; his passion declared for the fair Moabitess, 250; gives 
afresh charge to the reapers not to insult or disturb the lovely 
gleaner, 252 ; refers the cause of his passion to a judicial de- 
cision, 261; his conduct exemplary and worthy of commen- 
dation, ib. ; his solicitude conceived pending the cause, 263; 
the blow he received relieved by the retraction of his kins 
man, ib. ; his supposed ejaculation, 266; the match not built 
on sordid interest, but on affection, generosity, wisdom, and 
religion, 267 ; congratulations on his marriage, 277; reflee- 
tions, 278-285, : 

Bone of the paschal lamb, not to be broken, ii. 278, 

Bones of Joseph removed, ii. 295. 

Booths, i. 401. 

boa adi compared, ifi. al 

serpent and the cross of Christ ili, 880; exalt- 
ed to divine honours in the days of Hezekiah, but suppressed 
by him, $33, 384; was symbolized by being placed on a pole 
and called the God of medicine, (according to the pagen hi 
tory of Esculapius,} $94. 

Breast-plate of Aaron, ili. 166. 

Brethren of Joseph consult to slay him, ii. 27; theit device to 
conceal the transaction from their father, $1; their obdu 
considered, $6; are tried, to prove their disposition to their 
father, 63; reproach one another, 64; Reuben’s reply to them, 
ib.; their entertainment described, 74 ; their drinking to excess 
75; they all set out on their return to laden with 
torn, &c. to their father, ib,; charge of theft against them, 
6 ; their emotions on the discovery of Joseph, 81. 

British legislature unable hitherto to establish a standard of 
weights and measures, v. 278. 

Brothers [two], the origin of their employ, i, 47, 48; their dix 
position traced in their occupation, 48; their character, 49; 

their difference, 50; their contention, 803. 
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Butchers, ii, 25. 

Butler of Pharaoh, his dream, ii, 42; Joseph interprets it, and 
wakes 8 pathetic application to him, 48; bis character, 44, 
45; relates his dream and its interpretation to Pharaoh, 46, 


¢, 
eee Ue a of sal 
Cuisphas, i. ’ iii, 221. 
Cain, is disposition, 3 incensed at his brother, 24; be- 
takes himself to hi , 48; his offering, 50, 51; the 
motives of it, 51; decoys his brother, 52; slays ‘him, ib. 


length of his days and manner of his death n 
Calamity, fi, 258-265, 
Caleb, ii. $95, 


‘alcolation, i i. 64, 65. 
Calcol » ingenious, the ek 198, 


——— oh i, 102. 

Calculations of the periods of J ’s life, viz. the time of 
his birth, ii, 135; of his being in Canaan, ib. ; of his serving 
Potiphar, ib. ; of his bei ry eta ib.: of his life after his 
father’s decease, ib.; of his being in Egypt, a slave anda 

‘ince, ib.; of his death before Moses, ib, 
Calf, molten, ili, 47, 49, 59, 60, 
amr 
ites iit. 71. 

Gand of Galilee, its situation described, v. 268; Jesus present 
at a marriage there, ib.; where he turns water into wine, 278 ; 
conadered a8 e miracle of goodness end disinterestedness, 
288. 


Canaan, i. 196, 151, 229, 285. 

visited by famine, i. 306. 

~——— i, 887, 401; ii. 60, 101; 116, 126, 127. 

Canute, one of the southern kings of England, ii. 315. 

Capacity of ten in another world, i. 228. 

Captain of salvation, v. 27; his glorious career, and made 
perfect through suffering, 152, 153. 

Care and sorrow, from wit souree, i, 286. f 

Carpenter's son, applied to Jesus, y, 191; forms go allignce 

with illiterate fishermen, 220. 
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Catastrophe, i, 228. 

Catechumens, iii, 114, 

Catherine of Sienna, iii. 68. 

Cato, i 11; his address to Scipio and Lelius, ii. 169; hia rev 
flections on his past life afford him a pleasing hope of enjoy- 
ing another, 170. 


Caution, i. 281. 
——— against a false estimation of prosperity, i. 308. 
——— against hasty ju ii, 218, 


——— to the people of Israel not to touch the mount of God, 
ii. 484, + 

——— to the fair sex, iii, 191-193. 

Cave of Ephron, i, 279. 

Cavile of infidelity, i. 65. 

Celibacy condemned, i. 26. 

Censure against Moses, for not obeying the command of the 
Lord at the rock Horeb, by striking instead of speaking to it, 
ii. $80; criticisms on the same, ib. 

Centurion, what the word i v. $94, $95; character of 
one, 397 ; solicits Christ to his servant sick of the palsy, 
$98; his faith, 402; comparison between his belief and that 
of the Jews, 403-414; his servant healed, 413; a respect+ 
able character, 414; a review of the profession, with general 
reflections, 415-417. 

Character of Isaac and Abraham blended, i, 285. 

of Rebecca, i, 289. 

of Moses delineated, ii. $19. 

of an high priest, iii. 175-177. : 

Character and genius of Balaam, iii. 251. 

Characteristics of Enoch, i. 80, 

Chaldea, or Shinar, i. 190, 

Chaldees, i, 131, 1594, 141. 

Chaldee paraphrast, i. 382. 

Chariot of fire, i. 81. 

‘Chederlaomer, ii. 890, 

Chemosh, an idol of the Moabites, iii, 272, 

i iv, 248, 


85 5 
bearii 42 ; iii, 179. 
Chi birth, dying i 9, 10. 
ood and maturity compared, i. 268, 269. 
Children, an heritage of the Lord, i. 47. 
liable to misery from their parents, i. 203, 815, 375, 
ii, 945. - 
« brought up to useful employments, ii. 182. 
Chifion, iv. 268. 
Choice belonging to Abram, i. 147. 























ii, 10. 
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Chases gives to Lot, i. 149; the wisdom of it, 150, 

Chronological account of different periods, lives, and memorable 
events, from Jereel’s passing over the Red“Sea, viz. after the 
death of Abraham, 390 years; after Isaac, 220; after Jacob, 
198; after Joseph, 144: before the earliest reckoning of time 
among the Greeks, 714 years; before the building of the 
temple, (when Israel’s glory was at its zenith,) 406 : 
before the Babylonish 7, 963 years, before the build: 
ing of Rome, 738; before Christ, 1551; before the pre- 
sent 1601, $352, ii, $52. 

Chronologists, ii, $51. 

Chronology, ii. $60-852. 

Christ, the source of spiritual life, i. 37; the federal head of his 
redeemed, 40. 

Christ, v.i. See Jesus Curis. 

Christian and hero compared, i. 11. 

Christina theology, ii. $38. 

darkness, v.13 ; dispensation, from heaven, 208. 

Christianity, iii. 9. 2 

—————— introduced into the western world, v. 40, 41; at~ 
tempt made by a great nation to undermine it, 210; ita cer. 
tainty proved by comparison, 214-216; the cause of heaven, 
216; a religion not for this district or that, but for the globe, 
288; for both earth and heaven, for time and for eternity, 
294; a fabric founded upon a rock, $30. 

Chrysostom, (St.) i. $84, 

Church, two states of it, connected with God's appearance on 
mount Sinai, ii. 438; viz. the first exemplified in Elijah, as 
the great restorer of the law, near 600 years after the promul- 
gation of it from the mount, 498, 439; and the second com- 

|, contrasted, and fulfilled in the adventof Christ, 439, 440, 

Church of God, its cause never to be despaired of, iv. 97, 

Cicero, on old age, ii. 167. 

-, his representation of Pompey the Great, v. 241. . 

Circumeision, 1, 214. ‘ 

omitted by Moses to his two sons, ii, 210. 

_-— his disobedience to that command, iii. 189, 

Clond, ii. 299. 

Cloudy pillar, intermixture of darkness and light, therein an 
emblem of God's mercy and justice exempli ed in the com- 
pound nature of Jesus Christ, ii. $00, 901. 

its glories eclipsed by threatening danger, ii. $06. 

Coat of Joseph, stained with blood, ii. 31. 

—— little, made for Samuel by his mother, iv. $65. 

Combat of three brothers, i. 185. 

Commencement of Jewish year, ii. 257. 

Comment on Jacob’s pronouncing his allotment te Joseph, ii. 118. 
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Commentators, their opinion confuted, i. 92, 93. 

—————_, their illustration rejected concerning the ob- 
eervance of the passover, ii 276. 

Communication between Moses and God, iii. 58. 

Communication with God, i. $49, $50. 

Communion-table, iii. $1. 

Compassion, ii, 178. 

Conception of Isaac and Christ, both out of the course of nature, 
i. 204. 


Concubine, i. 232. 

Condition, none valuable without religion, i. 49. 

Conduct of Abram censured, i. 188, 139. 

Confederacy, i. 152; iii. 198. 

Conjugal affection, i 

Conscience, i. 58, 62; ii. 258, 416; iii. ne 

and attachment compared, ii, 37. 

. its power over the mind exemplified, v, $25, $26. 

Consternation, i. 95. 7 

Contemplation on the character of Ruth, iv. 187. 

Contemporaries, Adam and Enoch, i, 75, 

Contention, i. 299, 303. 

Contest between Rome and Alba, i. 185; in Rachel’s womb, 292, 

Controversy, v. 24, 4 

Conversation between Jacob and the shepherds at Haran, i. $60. 

Coronation and funeral compared, ii, 116. 

Councils of Pharaoh, ii 44. 

Courtier in character, ii. 44, 

Courtship, i. $62. 

Covenant-blessings ratified, i, $52. 

of peace ratified between Jacob and Laban, i, $98. 

second, i. 124, 125. 

Covenants, i. 180, 213, 261. 

+~ translation of the word, i. 180, 

illustration of it, i. 184. ee 

ratified by the Greeks and Trojans in their sacrifices, 

i, 185, 186. 

between Abrabam and Abimelech, i. 294. 

why made use of in common among men, 234, 235, 

recspitalation of one to Moses, ii. 217. 

Creation, i. 14, 15; (of man,) beet in it, iii. 7, 8. 

Critics, &c. ii. 56 ; accuse Joseph of profanation, 63, 

+—— celebrated, ii. 199, 386; censured, 278. 

Critics and commentators, i. 160; exercised in a remarkable 
circumstance of Moses pounding the molten calf into dust, 

ingling it with water, and obliging the idoletrous people to 
drink Of it, iii, 60 ; the subject evangelized, 60, 61. 












































Cractsio’ of Chat represented i the panorer, i 280. 

bene aoe 4 assigned why Joseph 

stom Egyptians, ii. 114; a reason wi 

Pi ecipar pate — I Jomo 
and manners of men 3000 years iv. 256. 

Cop found in Benjamin's sack, i. 76. bad 

‘Cyros’s address to his sons before his death, ii. 167, 168+ 


D. 

Dance, ii. 252. 

hier of On, the priest, becomes a mother in Israel, ii. 94. 
David's error, i, 190, 
David, on a singular occasion, admitted to the privilege of a son 

of Levi, iii, 132. 

——- the in order of succession from Boaz, iv. 166. 
David's Lord, v. 221, 
Demon of lust, i $9. 

» iis 27. 


—_— reven, 
Deafness is hank ii, ai. 
Death of Abel, i. 24. 

— the form of, i. 52. 
o—- the Christian’s gain, i. 58. 

—— exemption from it, i. 74, 79, 80. 

—— of Noah, i, 109. 

-— of Surah, i. 254, 

—— of Deborah, ii. 9. 

——— of Isaac, i, $27. 

—~- of Jacob, ii. 114. 

— of Joveph, ii. 128. 

—— threatened to Moses and Aaron by Pharaoh, ii. 258. 
—— just estimate of it, iii, 181. 

_ of Nadal and Abihu, iii. 182, 183. 





8. 
—— the several allusions of it, iii. 407, 408. 
——— the cup of it mixed with several bitter ingredients, iii. 409. 
~——— of Moses, iy. 11; the time and date thereof, 18, $8. 
Deborah, wife of Lapidoth, j Lnrael, iv. 98; affability of her 
mannera, 99; m tates ‘emancipation of her country, ib. 5 
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advises a military operation, 100; appoints Barak toa 
kee ea agrees to be hin companion ena, cirectiesy i 
ib. ; informs him, irit of prophecy, 
Providence ta peered to Berta the honour of 
putting the a oo she. undertakak » 102, 103; general 
ylections, 103-106 ; directs Barak to do, who takes 
possession of Mount Tabor, 109 ; opposed by Sisera, she gives 
the signal of attack, and the Canaanites are routed, 
ib.; her song of praise in celebration of the victory, 
110; eulogium of her talents and virtues, 162. 

Deborah’s song, its antiquity, iv. 121, 122; criticised, 199-183, 
138-147, 154-161; a in it en imitation song 
Moses, 158. See hon} of Deborah. 

December, luxuries of, cautioned against, ii, 72. 

Deception, i. 199, 229, 230, 320. 

Declaimers against the female gex, i. 97. 

Decree of Heaven dispensed with, i.'71 ; immutable, 279, 

of Israel, pronounced by Balaam, iii. 275; reflections on 

the same, 275-282. 

Defraud of Jacob’s and Laban’s compared, i. $65. 

Degeneracy of the Israelites, during their 40 years’ journey in 

wilderness, ili. 218, 214. 

Deity, his approach folt, i. 192. 

Deluge, a comparative view of it, i. 84, 91, 102, 103, 190, 

and baptism compared, i. 121. 

Demosthenes, Cicero, and Moses compared, iii. 418, 

Deportment, i. 289. 

De Ruyter, Admiral, i328. 

Descendants of Abram distinguished, i. 215. 

Design of Enoch’s translation, i, 81, 82. 

Designs of Heaven fulfilled in the various revolutions of things, 
i, 298, 

————~ in man’s creation, iii 7. 

-— of God, effected by apparently inadequate instraments, 
iii. 259, 

Desire, ii. 5. 4 

Despair, remedies against it pointed out, and examples gives, 
iv, 312-314. 

Despotism, system of, it. 97, 93. se 

Deutcrononty, the opinion of some Rabbins concerning #, ili, 
399. 


f 











the conclusion of it, who written by, iv. 18. 

Devil, i 18. : 

Devotion, a lineament in the character of Isaac, i. 290. 

Dialogue of Abraham and Isaac at the place of sacrifice, 1, 247, 
248. 





between Jacob and his wives, i. 380. 


GENERAL INDEX, 


se Bot impaired by ct to beaker i 284, 
Christ a thes domuaintonce with 8 with the Seri of th 
tures ie 
Oe canon ¥, $18, e 
Discord. emong brethren, i i. 808, 304, $24, . 
Dismission of Hagar and Ishmael, i. 291, 232. 
Disobedience, i. 41, 45. 
to God’s command, danger of it, ii. 210. 
Dispensation: Cael igor tate ea acai 
Divine dg ili, 215. 
jivine tans against Baleam, iii. + WS 
wed on Mount Sinai, iii. 28. - 
Divinity of jesus bigs irist the object of all: revelation, v. 24, 
Doctrinal controversies, i. 159, 
Domestic duty, i. 96. 
sven, i, 288, a 6 
0 interesting instructive view of, v. $78. 
Domitian, his memory held in detestation, v. 221, 222. 
Dove, descent of the Holy Ghost in the form of, at the baptism 
of Jesus, v. 126. 
Drama of human life, i. 268; ii. 84, 
—— sacred, i. 337. 
——— ii, 25, 45, 91. 
Dream of Abimelech, i. 280, 
——— remarkable, i. $50; ii. 42. 
—— of Paraphrasta and Rabbins, i, $53. 
Dreams, i, $78; ii. 48, 45, 54, 62, 
ol f Joseph accounted for, ii, 28. 
~--——= interpretation of, ii. 4, 
Dress, ii. 22. 
Drinking to excess, explanation thereof as related to Joseph’s 
brethren, ii. 75. 
‘Duty of parents to train up their children to industry, ii. 20, 181. 
Dying words of Jacob to his sons, ii, 107. 
of Moses, iii. $92. . 
awan of Israel, iv. 122. 




















Eagle, i. 427, 428, 
jarthquakes, i. 91; iii. 198. 
Bont at Be 2, / 
s v.22, 
Edict, ij. 179. 
Education, the heaviest and most i ortant part of it devolves 
the mother, i iv. 857; eneofthe Wight tnd most exquta aisite 
female comforts, $57, 958; the of good 
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exemplified, 858; the former placed in verious points of view 
in the education of Samuel’ by Hannah, 2 3 advice on 

ne aubject to ethers and 367, 968. . 
igypt, i, 188, 157; comparative view of it, ii, 287. 

an asylum to persecuted goodness, v. 97; wonders per- 
formed in, served only to harden the heart, 243. 

Egyptian bond-maid, i, 205. 

uniting an Hebrew, ii. 178. 

taskmasters and Egyptian gold compared, iii. 46. 

Eleazar, son of Aaron, iii. 152, 208. 

Elect world, i, 271 ; ii, 119. 

Elements, their powers different, i. 121. 

















ii, 

feel and witness the appearance of a God, ii, 496. 

Eli, his sons’ bad conduct in the externals of God’s worship, iv. 
295; charges Hannah with inganity or drunkenness, $08, 309; 
his conduct estimable in two points of view, $10; accepts the 
precious trust committed to him, $37; the dreadful conse- 
quences of his Jenity and indulgence to his sons, $58; his 
mildness censured, but his personal virtue praised, 972-976 ; 
his criminality cohsisted in the neglect of his duty, $80; useful 
advice to parents on a review of his character, 396, et seq. 

Evias, v. $8, 122, 

Eliezer of Damascus, i. 188, 

Elijah and Enoch, i. 81. 

Ejijab’s computation erroneous, i. 162; his mantle, 171. 

Elijah restores the widow’s son, [ Spinosa,] ii. $25. 

the great restorer of the law, ii, 498. . 

Elim, ii. $47, 348, 

Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, pressed by famine, seeks qub@ 
sistence in a strange land, iv. 167 ; finds refuge in Moab, 169; 
his name, and that of his wife, explained, 170; his death, 172; 
his inheritance redeemed, 282, 

Elisha’s request explained, i. $96. 

Elisheba, wife of Aaron, and daughter of Aminadab, of the tribe 
of Judah, iii, 152, 

Elizabeth, wife of Zacharias, pregnant of a son, v. 57; saluted by 
the Virgin Mary, 70; her emotions and holy rapture on the 

“occasion, according to the cuclaration of the archangel, 70, 71; 
John Baptist-horn, 71. 

Elkanah, the futher of Samuel, a Levite of the family of the 
Kobathites, iv.288; his peace disturbed by the mutual jealonsy 
of his wives, tended by them to worship the Lord at 
Shiloh, 290, 291; his weakness at a public festival censured, 
291; his soothing speech to Hannah, 295; his son Samuel 
bora, $19; celebrates the great yearly festival after the birth 
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of his son, 320; His mansee of living and conversing with Han- 
exemplary and instructive, 

Eloquence, 1. 7; iii. 50. 

of Aaron, iti, 149. 

Emanuel, God with ue, epplied to Jesus Christ, v, 118. 
Embalming, ii, 114, 115; method and time of doing it, 118. 
Emblems, 3. 276. 
Emotions of Adam, 


of Dalat, while waiting @ return of Belaam from the 
iti, 


Empires have their infancy, maturity, and old age, iv. $82. 

Eocch, his sentence remitted, i 71; his entrance into heaven, 
73; sanctity of his life, ib.; becomes master of a family, ib, ; 
one of the great ancestora of the human race, 74; when born, 
75; illustrious amongst the heathen, ib. ; Babylonians’ opinion 
of him, 76; a it het, ib.; his character contrasted 
with Balaam and Caiay a 77, 78; his morality characterized, 
%8; his translation, the manner and design of it, 82, 82, 167 ; 
gompared with Elij Christ, 82, 

Entertainment, ii, 73. 

Enthusiasm, iit. '72, 160. 

Envy of Ishmael, i, 251. 

~—— i. 909, 379. 

—— and jealousy of Aaron against Moses, iii, 163, 188. 

Ephraim preferred to Manasseh by Jacob, ii. 110. 

Ephron, 1. 256 ; his cave, 279. 

Epithet used in anointing Aaron to the office of high priest, iii. 


ity of male and female births, i. 63. 

Rrror, ii. 155; the source of it, 159. 

Esau stung with remorse, i. $04; introduces two idolatrous wives 
into his father’s family, $12; the folly and baseness of the act, 
ib. ; receives a charge from his father to obtain venison, 319; 
returns and discovers himself defrauded of the blessing, 323, 
924; expostulstes with his father on the occasion, $24; medi- 
tates revenge, 325; God’s judgment denounced against him 
for the same, ib.; he and Jacob compared with and 
Ichmael, $98 ; is on the way to meet his brother with 400 
















Estimate of human life, i. $87. 
Ethiopian eunuch, v.21. 
Bucharist, 1. 280. 
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Eucharist prayer in comsecrating the clement, v- 854; address to 
‘communicants, 257 
Eulogiam on the Ferdbaeas and virtues of Deborah, iv. 121. 


Eulogiums on deceased persons sometimes dangerous, iv. 20: 
Euphrates, i, 190, 192; ii, $28, 

Evupolemus, i. 75. 

Euryalus, ii. 98. 


Eusebius, i 75; B fragment Koes bimof Anapbanes concerning 
the Red Sea passage, ii. $22. 

Eve, her arguments to seduce Adam anknowa, i.19; her ambi- 
tion, ib.; the cause and companion of Adam’s guilt, 21; be- 
comes a mother, 22. 

Event, the last of "Nosh’s life, 1.107. 

o—— destractive to Egypt, becomes the mra of Israel's deli- 
verance, ji. 257. s 

shine J rates is and ious, i. $97 ; i 

in Jacob’s life sin; terious, i. > int 
ma a Fade anand 

——— and distance of time from the destruction of the first- 
born in Egypt, to God's appearance on mount Sinai, ii, 425- 


———~ of Aaron’s life blended with those of his brother, iii, 151. 

Evidence to the doctrine of Christianity the same that it wae 
from the Pesinning, v. 2335 

Evil, i. 19, 86. 

— of man’s lot accounted for, i. 49, 

——— attendant on tray ii. 8. 

rite, how far heir Sowers limited, i, 290, 

Examp les, rare, i, 163. 

of female virtue and pony iv. 178, 179. 

Exhortation to the beautifal, i. 

from the history oF Aaron, iii, 157-159. 

to Christians, from a view of the glan of Providence 
in the redemption of the world, iii, 16-19. 

Exodus xxxii. $1, 32, and Rom. ix. $, compared and illustrated, 


21, » cxplained, &c, iii, 88, 84. 

‘Bxordium to the events preceding the birth of Christ, v. 68-65; 
to the nativity, &c. 77, 78; on Christ's progress to ‘manhood, 
108-106; on the religion of Jesus, 127-120; on Christ's temp- 
tation in the wilderness, 137-139, 

Expostulation of Esau with his father, i. 824. 

Eyes, an ancient custom concerning them, ii. 93, 

Ezekiel’s vision, ili. 452. 
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Febric, i. 123; of salvation, 296, 
Fact, mana concerning the canquest of the Midianites, 


ih be 
Faculties increased and improved by exercise, ili. $60. 

Fair sex admonished, i. $70, 871 WA 191-198, 

Faith of Abel, i. 50, 64, 72,73. 

—_ bebe eee always uniform, i. 141, 

—— agains » 1. 191. 

— Lesions parece of it, i. 214, 

— tt trial of it, 1.285; of it, 286. 
pln a 

— of Jacob, i. 299. 

-—— of the parents of Moses, ii. 142. 

oom of Moses, ii. 176. 

—— of Noab, i, 105, 110. 

Sere i rae hesbinyipta 178. iis 
—— compared to a bunch of hyasop in the passover, ii, 275. 
Fuichfulness rewarded, iL 99, ‘ 

Fallibility and infirmities of Aaron, iii. 163. 

Fall of man, i. 18, 2. 

effects of it, i. 19, 20, 

Fallen nature restored, i. 270. 

Falsehood, i, 60, 922; ii. 158. 

Fame, i, 10. 










u be 
Famine, i. 138, 139, 808, $06; ii. 59, 61, 97, 99. 
in Israel during the time of Elias compared to our Se- 
viour’s ministry, ¥. 208, 209. 
False teachery, v. 8. 
Farewell of Aaron to his people, iii, 205, 206. 
Fithel of Noab prophetically his a75 
‘ather st imposing his name, i. 3 com. 
red with pan given to Christ, 274, 
Feaat, ii, 276; ov mount Sinai, iii, 27. 
Feelings of Noah and wicked compared, i, 96; of Abraham 
described, 256. 


——— of Aaron suggested at the exemplary death of his two 
sons Nabab and Abihy, iii. 187. 

Benulesersentss|. igg. them, i. 975 what they 

8ex, simers against i, 97; what esteem in 
men, ii. 47 ; their importance considered, iv. 72, 73. 

—~— character delineated, iv. 74-90; graces in a state of sin- 
Jess perfection, 75; duty as an help-meet to man, 76; Ist, as 
his counsellor and coadjutorin bringiog up their common off- 
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doe 


» 76-80; 2d, in the cate end management of his 
sin gahaed ee til 20-84; Sd, in.the care of bie, health, ls 
tran lit of mind, his temper, his charactet and ls 

», in the salvation ofthis soul, 87-90; het obligutions 
only wa oxqoel fores ta maa, 90; cach Bas Se Gstinct, and 
we their conjoined dignity er 
of female eae and vice, 179. 
Female ‘ima, iv. 198. 
Females subject to allurements, i, 988. 


Fiery serpents, their ating cured, iii. 327, $28. 
Figure, quadrangulr, oF ‘the altar, iii. 138, 
Fine arts, i. 67, 87. , 


Fire, a tet on dary Persons, & ish. ie 
—__ UI In e vessels assover, Hi, ‘ 
bat ofthe earth, 21h 
Pepe — Tree Fire}, iii. 182, 188. 
Frnt ort ated property, 1 89. 
‘irat-born, it, 

ie ii, 147. . 

Flock, ring-streaked, 1. $77, 879; their conception remarkable, 


$79. 
Flood, i. 98, 95, 121, 11; fi. $28, 351. 
— i181. 


— ahaa any ai difference between children, i, $02. 


Feeney iveness 3 God and men enmpard $84, 385. 
Forties of affaira of men considered, i. 
Forwardness reproved, i i. 287. 
Fragment, Jewish, ii. 214, : 
Friend, i. 5. 

Friendship, i. 6, 165, 225; ii, 188, 184. 
Frogs, ii. 238. 

Frost, how occasioned, ii. 318, 
Furnace, Nebuchadnezzar’s, i ii. 191. 
Future judgment, i. 76. 

—-—— state, ii, 158 ; bliss, 162. 


5 G. 


Gabriel, archangel, visits Zachariah, v, 52, 5; announces the 
birth oe 53; sent to the Virgin Mary, 68. 
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Geneclogy of Fors doctared by two evangelists, v.28, 94. 

Genial neat of Mae tnt hat # 
General calamities, i, 88, 91. 

‘Generation of Christ concealed from mortal sight, v.92; man 

anable to declare it, 27; no conception can he formed of a 


pre-existent state, 27. 
Generous Pharaoh cmeame ae wee 189. 
thelr opinion the ower thet prophets and 
Se et en hametly profess e312 
—_—~ court ve $1 
Geras, 1. $04.” , 
Gershon, ii, 410. 
Giants, i. 87. 
Sat Fa einige nemo 
iv, on 
218, 4; remarkable circumstances tending to rte the 
practice, 914-217. 
Gols bis wor all persons and events, iv. 94. 
sovereignt: iv. 
bi "worasa bom and gradual progress toward per- 
ction, iv. 
—— his works wonderful in contemplation, v. 5, 6; Scripture 
igstances of fempting him, ram). 
——— how to be honoured, i. 164; his address to the under- 


‘is creatures, iii, 23, 27; his protection bertleonpodied x 
Lal shaprar= yar hed aienesed fp oor is 
enemies, 256, 258 ; his concern over all his creatures, 258. 

o's goodness exemplified, i. 17; condescension, 52. 

Goch Hd pizures exoelpace, and digaiy, oan be known only 
', 

Ge cfacticine ti. $94. 

Gods of Laban stolen away, i. 383. 

Gold, notthe settled price of natural productions, i, $60. 

—m » ii, 418, 

—- iii, 


Golden calf, iii, 89, 168. 


God ede tho prtn of eto 
Gooidness defined, i. Poa 
Gothen, ii, 88; tos Remases,] 296, 297. 


Gospel, i, 120, 

its universality in re mered ernest iv. 900, 

———~ breathes peace and good-will tewards men, v. 119; can- 
faine aod Glos» a dawn of hope to the Jewish nation, 208 
ands in no need of being artificially arranged, 235; its iba rel 
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to condition of life, 286; woare 
eel ores of life, + ‘an aspect 
“Goin we wl the Gentile world instanced in 
oe the wilew of Sarepta, apd to Nesuun the 


rian 9, 
Gopeent of te Jewish nation established by covenant, il, 


—-~-—— and polity of the Jewish nation, ili, 110. 
‘of Moses a second time disturbed, iii. 198. 
Grace, ii. 34, 
peat Goa, the saving knowledge of it not to be pot in coem- 
Petition with human acquisitions, ui, 488 
Graceless connexion, i, 96. 
Galo communication, L $35. 


Grandfather, Wis base delhi 8 $81. 
Grandchildren, i, 12, 101. 
nate n= hua petal mn 
ey i, 
Gear's — = from his Country Church-yerd, iv, 


Grecian prince, to Jove, i. 186. 
Sr zeae, ae ii, $82. 


ancient, ii, 
Sage re a au, 
Guide to Sacred History, i. 24. 


Gai fie comncionment of it makes every thing a punishment, 
ee 
Gals 58. 





HL 


Habits, bad, to be avoided, i. 884; ili. 284, : 
Hegus £300: ae me 202; flies from her unkind 
angel Jehovah, 204 208; is delivered of 
aon, 207 ; mocks Sarai Shen et the bathe imao. and is bashed, 


r. 833 tied after the lonish i 95; 
mig eigen ee noc ey 
of the Redeemer, 38; one of the last on whom the spirit of 
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Haman, i, 188, 

Hamor, ii. 6. 

Hand of Moscs struck with a leprosy, ii. 201. 

Hands of Moses held up on thr mount, ii, 395, 399. 

————_ a stone placed under them, ii. 399. 

Hanah, her mortification in not having children, embittered 
by the assumption of 2 rival in her hushand’s affection, iv. 
289; attends with her husband to worship the Loid at Shiloh, 
£90, 291; provoked to fret by her vitiless ads crsary, 292; 
insulted year by yeac, 293: panes away in silew* sorrow, 2945 
soothed hy her hushand, 295: hier petition to the Almighty, 
807; considered by Eli as the disurder of a dx tempered brain, 
or the effects of excess, 308, 309; her defence, $09 ; Samuel 
born, $19; alter w s lnm she pr sents him to the Lord, 
33t, et s song of praise copndered in various points 
of view, $37, 3 WMustrated cud practivslly improved, 345- 
$53; her education of * :muel commended, 459; her atten- 
tion to the first and swectest of maerusl offices, 660; con- 
ducts ner sou to the altar at Stulub, 366; hor care of him 
alterwar.ls, 365; makes him a little coat, sb. ; vieits him from 
year to year, ib; her firemess of character apylanced, $95. 

Hannah's song, its grace and beau.y commended, iv. $57, 5985 
although conposet near 1201) years before Mc:siah’s day, in 
unison with the tongue of Christ himeell, $34, Sve Yung of 
Hannah, 

Garmeny of the Gospels a proof of their truth and certainty, 
v. 475 wise and good mon have attempted an artificial ur- 
rangement, 235: considered as unnecessary, ib. 

Harncssed [the term explained], ii. 297. 

Harp, i. 87. 

Hasty judgment censured, i. 220, 

Heavenly ho.t celeurate the birti of Christ, v. 84, 95. 

Heber, i. 266. 

the Kenite, Lusband of Jael, iv. 103 ; Sisera concealed. 
in hie tent from the pursuit of Barak, 112. 

Hebrew architecture, learned men’s opinion thercon, iii, 114. 

——— phrascology, how considered by the seventy interpre- 
ters, ¥. 273. 

Hebron, i. 261; ii. 12, 24, 31, 62. 

Helipolis, ii. 928. 

‘Melipolitans, 323. 

Herbs, bitter, ii. 260, 281. 

Hero and historian compared, i. 8. 

Herod, v. 50; hing of Judea at the birth of Christ, ib.; inquires 
of the wise men, as to the birth-place of Jesus, 84; his era- 
elt, 96; his death, 98. 

Herodotus, iii, 39, 
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Heroes, ii. $10. 

Heroism and magnanimity, ii, 409. 

Heshbon, iii 256. 

Hesiod, i. 258, 

Hierarchy, Jewish, its fall, v. 221. 

Tlieroglyphics, iii. 45. 

High priest, aii 175, 176. 

his carelessness and indifference in the worship of 
the temple, v. 314. 

Tlistoric page, a true witness, i. 2. 

Uistory, the purpose of it, i. 4. 

— atticular persons, i. 6. 

— materials of it, i, 6. 

——- moder, i. 9. 

———~ of Adam, improvement of it, i. 25, 26. 

Tone ef Abraham, not to be viewed in detached parts, i. 

—— ofa man of peace, i. 94. 

~——— of Isaac, particulars of it, 3. 285. 

of Moses, divitlod into three periods, ii, 175, 

~——-— of the world, written by Moses, at what period and 
place, ii, 1b4. 

——— the best interpreter of customs and manners, ii, 251. 

—— af Movers reviewed, fi, 408. 

—— an assistant in correcting the fale scale of human great- 
hesa, v. 74. 

Tlistorians, sacred, uuder divine direction, i. 9. 

Historical comneaion between Adam and Abraham, i, 132, 

Hittite family, i 259, 

Mog, a Roman sacrifice, i. 186. 

Holland, extraordinary flood there in the year 1762, ii, $28, 

Holy Ghost descended on Christ at his baptism, ina bodily 
shape, like a dove, attended by a voice from heaven, v. 1235 
this appearance explain J, 120; styied the Comfuiter, 138 : 
miraculous effusion on the uposties, 206. 

Homer, i. 179, 164, 216, 383; his description of sacrifice, 184- 
1865 yo, 202, . 

a Luter poet than Deborah, by 410 years, iv. 122, 

Honesty, i: 161. 

Tlupe, i. 46, 192, 936, 285, 

Uophni and Phinelss, sons of Eli, the dreadful consequences 
of their bad cducation ¢xemplified, iv. 358; the measure of 
their iniquity ucmly full, $723 make light of the ordinances 
of religion, 376; thur vivlence and inyustice, 376, $77; their 
sensuality, $77; an admonition to young men, $77, 378; 
their profligate character and untimely end afford a solemn 
atlmonitiun to fathers, 296, et seq. 
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Horeb, ii. ars 198, 195, 876, $96. 
Hornius, iv. 15. 
Fem of the altar, iii. 138. 

lorse, an explanation it, 1. 258. 
Howptaly, i. 211, 217, 


——— life, importance of it, 1.10.  , 

w= race, the father and founder of it, 1.15. 

——— imbecilities exemplified in Iensc, i. 946; likewise in 
Jacob, 348, 

Humanity of Jesus Christ clearly declared by two evangelists, 


Hung, t i, 78. 

of Moses censured, ii, 197, 

recommended, v. 251. 

Har, aupposed to be the son of Caleb, and husband of Miriam, 

eats to be the father of Uri and grandfather of Bezalel, 

th i axtist, ii, 396 ; assisted in devotion at mount Horeb, ib. ; 
iii, 154, 

Husbandman, his life described, iv. 240. 

Husbandry, i 1,108, 

Hypocrisy censuted with most severity by the hypocritical, v. 


Hyesp i ii, 278, 








L 


Tee, ii, $14. 
Identity of persons in Melchizedec and Christ, i. 169, 186, 
ieee not more dishonpurable than inimical to real felicity, 
iv. 209. 
Idol of the molten calf, HL 47, 49. 
Tdolaters reproved, ii 2, 
Idolatey, i. 1845 it, 
prevented, iii. 85. 
of the Israelites, reflections on it, ili. 53-56, 395, 
Idols, i, 134. 
leone ey the Sad exposed, ii, 162 
jorance acces: ii, . 
ie desires ruinous, ii, 246, 
Tilustrious exile, i i, 185. 
Image divine, i. 35. 
Trarsortalty of Abel, i. 272. 
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Immortality of Enoch, i. 272. 
jected, ii. 154, 165. 
implied in oar ‘Lond’ reply to the Sadducees, ii, 


of Abram, ii. 162, 163. 
ey believes! in by Cyrus, who reasons on tho subject, 
ii, 167, 168. 
-maintained by Cato in his address to Scipio and 
Leeliug, ii. 169. 
soothing qualities, ii. 172, 
7—_ (80. 
Important era, i. 17. 
Imprecation, i. 185, 186. 
Imprudence of Joseph, ii, 140. 
Impatation against Moses, ii, 307. 
Inoene of the altar compared 
the altar com to rer, iii, 127, 
Incest of Reuben, ii. 11. card 
Tneidens extetorlnry rdinary befell Moses, fi, 200, 210 
nt ex! i i. }, 210. 
Indemnity, i. 184. 
Independence, ii. 282, 
Independency, i. 16, 
Industry recommended, i. 108. 
Infancy and childhood contemplated in their loveliest and most 
attractive form, v. 92. 
Infidelity, i, $12; ii, 226, 226, $21. . 
concerning the miraculous conception stated and 
confuted, v.73; what kind and degree of proof will satiafy 
or silence it, 232, 
Infirmities, i, 83, 314. 
Ingenious men, their opinion, i. 91. 
Ingratitude, ii. 44, 
Inordinate desires cautioned against, ii. 5. 
Tosensibility, iii. 94, 
Tnstitutions,, sacred, ii. 269, 
Intercession of Abraham for his neighbours, i, 221, 227, 228. 
of Moses for the idolatrous Israelites, iti, 63; cri- 
tical observations thereon, 64; the passage defended, ex- 
plained, and illustrated, 65-69. 
Intercessory address of Moses, a master-piece of eloquence, 


iii. 50. 

Intercourse between Abraham and his family, i, 262. é 
with Heaven transforms men into the image’ of 
God, iii, 107. 

Interposition supernatural, i. 101. 

o—_-—~ of Heaven and the exertions of men blended, #, 292. 








161, 162. 
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Interpreters, their opinion on Moses’ rod being turned into a 
serpent, ii. 224 

seventy, ii. 287. 

their opinion on the premature death of Mahlon 
and Chilion, iv. 173. 

+ their ideas on the petition of Boaz, iv. 248, 249, 

Interview between Jacob and Esau, i. $99. 

Introduction of Aaron into public character, iii. 146. 

Invasions of Egypt and Satan’s kingdom compared, ii. 248, 249. 

Invention of the fine arts, i. 68, 87. 

Isaac, the meaning of the name, i. 215; born, 290; begins to 
euffer persecution, 232; his life blended with the life of his 
father, 285; his son’s age when Abraham died, ib.; grent 
trial of his faith, ib.; particulars of his history, ib.; his mo- 
ther's partiality accounted for, 286; remark on his sacrifice, 
ib.; his marriage, 267; sorrow for his mother, ib, ; devotion, 
@ characteristic of him, 290, 295; his situation when first 
discovered by Kebecca, 290; analogy between him and Christ, 
298; his private character considered, 295; lineament of 
his character, 295, 200; the necessity of his exerting him- 
self, 801; forn.s alliances with powerful neighbours, and 
presides in the ofticcs of religion, ib.; his partiality for his 
eldest son, 302; the reason nssigned for it, criticised and 
censured, 302, 303; removes into Gerar, a city of Palestine, 
304; follows the example of his father, in calling his wife 
his sister, 206; under the protection of Abimelech, obtains 
asettlement in the land, $07, 308; grows rich, and is envied 
by the Philistines, who fil up his wells, 308, 309; dismissed 
by Abimelech, 309; pitches his tent in the valley of Gerar, 
ib. ; revives the name of his wells, 310; harassed much by 
the Philistincs, $10; remover farther from Abimelech, and 
retires to Beersheba, where he builds an altar, $10, 911; 
Abimelech condescends to visit him, $11; the king returas 
and leaves Isaac to his retirement, $12; a calm of 18 years 
ensued, ib. ; his domestic tranquillity again disturbed by SAIL 
introducing two idolatrous wives into his family, ib. ; his mind 
wounded by his s0n’s ingratitude, $13; becomes blind, 914; 
reflections on his history, 317; becomes sensible of his ap- 
proaching dissolutios and desirous of conferring the patri- 
archal benediction, $18; Jacob, through the instigation of 
his mother, endeavours to deceive him, $21; is at length 
overcome, and pronounces the blessing on Jacob, 322; dis- 
covers the fraud, $24; but knowing it irrecoverable, con- 
firms the blessing with cheerfulness, 325; warned of Eeau’s 
bad intentions, consents to part with Jacob, $26; repeats the 
blessing, just lives to see him return with two grand-children, 
and, after embracing them, expircs, $27. 
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Isaish, v. 2; a prophetic passage of his quoted by Christ, 167; 
anowier by ns Mather, 218, 219; — Christ a the 
foundation stone of a fabric, 329. 

Jehmael bern, i, 207; the father and founder of the Arabian 
nation, 1b,; his envy excited, 231; his brutality to Isaac, ib. ; 
is termed the serpent-issue, 282; is banished, ib,; becomes 
an archer, 233. 

Ichmaelitish merchants, ii, 28, 

Istael corrupted by ense and prosperity, iv, 95; its hope extin«.. 
guished by oppression, 97. 


Toracl’s state ot coming in and going out of Egypt, ii. 29., 
291, 








their situation 40 ycars after their deliverance from 

Egypt, iii. 333. 

= the constitution of their government, iii. S64, 

Isractites informed of the fata) blow destined to the Egyptians, 
ii, 257 ; instructed to hold themselves in readiness, 1b. ; they 
prepare for the passover, 253; spoil the Egyptians by borrow- 
ing their jewels and raiment, 2x6; are delivered from the 
bondage of the Egyptians according to the precise time that 
was predicted, 2°7 ; reasons astgued for their 40 years’ jour- 
ney from Egypt to Canaan, 257, 208; arms of war provided 
them, 298: they murmur against Moses, 308, $09 ; are com- 
passed with danzer, S10, $11: pass through the Red Sea, 
314; the breadth of the passige considered, 516; practical 
obrervations thereon, $17,513; three objects proposed in 
their passing the Red Sea, $21; viz. first, vindication of 
the history trom objcctions made against it, 921-829; sc- 
condly, a few criticisms on the hymn they sung on the occa- 
sion, 320-936; and, thirdly, a few remarks on the sacred 
poesy itself, 326-338; they advance three days’ march in 
the wilderness, $12; murmur against Moses, 343; taste 
the bitter waters of Marah, 5:5, 341; which, by a tree 
being thrown in, hecome encct, $44; they journey from 
thence to Elim, $47; recapitulation of the different epo- 
chas of ancient history to this time, $50,351; Manna sent 
them from heaven, $59; practical observations on it, Sil- 
867; they again chide Moses for the want of water, 971; 
water issu s from the rock at Horeb for their relief, 375; 
remarks on the same, 378, et s¢q; are opposed by Amilek 
in Rephidim, 390; which is the first battle the Israelites 
are called to fight, $96; the contest continues and they pre- 
vail, $99, 400: the victory completed, they build an altar to 
commemorate it, 401. 

Jeraclites, their proneness to idolatry unaccountable, iii. 40: 
their impatience and presumption, 41; they assemble them- 
selves to Aaron during the absence of Moses, on tle mount. 
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and require bim to make them strange 42; which, on 
the descent of Moses, are dashed to pieces, pounded into 
dost, and being mixed with water, is given them to drink, 
59, 60; God’s judgments them, 62; their whole camp 
digmayed, 71 ; the taber is raised on the first anniversary 
of their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, 110, 111; me- 
lancholy view of their degeneracy during their 40 Years jour 
ney Kg cfebe & wilderneas, 213, ois they request ane 
e Amorites to pass through his territories, whic! 
he refuses, 214; and in hin'attack on them in the wilderness, 
falla by the edge of the sword, 214, 215 ; Og, king of Bashan, 
shares the same fate, 215; pitch their tents on the plains 
of Moab, as they advance towards Jordan, ib.; the num- 
ber of them by Moses and Eleazar, 987, $88; the poli- 
tical ozconomy of their priesthood, $65; God’s judgments 
denounced egainst them, 421: their different tribes attend- 
ing oa Mesos to receive his last benediction and the alles: 
ments he ee assigned them, 429; his particular 
address begins with Reuben, 492; to Simeon, 432, 483; 
to Judah, 433, 484; to I.evi, 435-442; to Benjamin, 448-451 ; 
to Joseph, 451-456; to Zebulun and Issachar, 456, 457; to 
Gad, 457-459 : their camp, (Ierael's,) its situation when Moses 
‘was about to take his final leave of them, 430, 43]. 
Israclitish Jaw of succession described and explained, iv. 258- 


261. 
Issachar, the Chaldean paraphrase on the blessin, ounced 
on him by Moses, iii. 456, 457. ea 


J. 


Jabin, king of Canaan at the time of Deborah, iv. 108, 112. 
Jacob, chastised for taking advantage of his brother, i. 904; is 
disguised, at the instigation of his mother, and falsely asserte 
himeelf to be Esau, 321; at last obtaina the blessing, $22 ; 
kindles an unquenchable ‘k of discord in his brother’s 
breast, 924; submits to voluntary banishment to avoid his 
fury, 326; returns to his father whom he embraces, 327 ; 
aod by hi death, becomes better recenciled to his brother, 
$28: his name impored by @ alight incident, $82; betakes 
himself to domestic life, ib. ; first action of him very unfavour- 
able, ib.; the chief object of his desires, $39; is disturbed 
at taking a review of his defraud, $85; reasons assigned for 
it, 335, 336 ; his offence extenuated, 336; reesons for his 
being se slenderly ided for when be fled from his brother 
to Padan-aram, $47; its distance calculated, ib.; his uneasy 
reftections, 348; he wanders about, not knowing where to 
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lay his head, $49; makes a pillow of stones, ib; visited in 
his deep by s band of angels, ib.; has a remarkable dream, 
$50; not merely a ryonobes representation of the plang 
of Providence, 351 ; in the vision, renews bis covenant, 
and promises him protection, 352; his reflections on the 
dream, $53; erects a monument on the spot, $54; arrives 
at the land of the East, $65, 356; comy ith Christ, 
956, 357; his conversation with the shepherds of Haran, 
360; inquires after Laban and his family, at which i 
Rachel appears, $61; salutes her, ib.; avows his passion 
Rachel to his uncle, and recounts the story of his coming 
thither, 962, $63; offers his uncle seven years’ servitude to 
obtain Rachel in marriage, 363; having fulfilled this cove- 
nant with Laban, makes e demand of his wife, $65; Leban 
fastens Leah upon him, in disguise, for Rachel, ib.; re- 
roves his uncle for his treachery, 366; and makes a fresh 
ition of his passion for Rachel, 367, 368; agrees to 
serve another seven years for her, 368; and is atlength married, 
$69; his family begins to be embittered with jealousy, ib.; 
Leah bears children to him, Rachel none, ib,; is angry at 
Rachel's peevishness and impiety, 370 ; hisservitudebeing ended 
(gout which time J. was born,) applies to Laban for a 
ismission, $76, 377; obtains @ part of the flock, and his 
stratagem on the occasion, $77; nature and effects of the 
device further considered, 378; is very successful, 379; pro 
poses to return to his parents, $80; a dialogue between him 
and his wives on the occasion, $8]; at last resolves, with all 
his family, flock, and retinue, to leave his uncle’a house, 
$82, 388; is pursued by Laban, 384; and overtaken at mount 
Gilead, ib.; is reproached for leaving him, and charged with 
stealing his 385, $86; makes his defence, 386, $92; 
short recapitulation of what has been recited, 387, 388; com- 
ared with Laban, $93, 394; is met by three angels, 394; 
Aifer ‘ent opinions concerning them, 395; prepares to meet 
his brother with great wisdoin, 396; mysterious event of his 
wrestling with a person unknown, $97 ; the practical meanin, 
thereof explaines, $98; has a joint in his thigh dislocated, 
399; his name changed, $99; meets his brother Eeau, 400; 
reflections on the same, 401; parts from his brother, and pur- 
sues his journey to Canaan, ib.; arrives at the ford of Succoth, 
and from thence to Shechem, the city of Hamor, 401, 402; 
erects an altar there, and dedicates it to the God of Israel, 
402; periodical calculation of this event, ib.; analogy between 
him and Christ, 402, 408. 
Jacob, a review of his calamities, ij. 2-4; is informed of the 
dishonour done to Dinah, at Shechem, 5; alarmed at the 
apprehensions of a confederacy, from the savage revenge of 
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hhigsons, removes from Shechem to Bethel, 8; from thence 

his journey to his father’s, [and in the way, Benja- 
tain is born, and Rachel dies,} 9; his feelings described on 
tho occasion, 10; reasons assigned for his calling his child’s 
name Benjamin, ib.; erects a mopument to Rachel’s memory, 
11; arrives at his father’s house at Hebron, after twenty years” 
absence, 12; review of his past sufferings, 12,13; general 
reflections from his history, 15,16; his extreme love for 
Joseph, 21; dresses him in # coat of many colours, ib. ; hi 
partinlity throws his whole family into disorder, 21, 





opinion of Joseph’s dreams, 24; sends him to Shechem to 
inquire after his brethren, ib.; they return with his coat 
stained in blood, and report him to be murdered, $1; during 
absence in Cgypt, a famine breaks out in Canaan, 


Jeneph's 
and he isin a very calamitous predicament, 60, 62 ; hears there 
is corn in Egypt, and sends his sons to buy food, 6! ; on their 
return, witha great retinue, disclose the mystcrious business, 
inviting him to go to Egypt, 91; goes thither, and is met by 
Joseph in Goshen, 9%, 95; reasons why Jacob did not returo 
to his own country whn the famine ceased, 99; on the ap- 
roach of his dissolution, binds Joseph by an oath to bury 
jim at Machpelah, 190; his requests, 101; administers his 
dying counsel» to his children, 106; his expiring address, 
begins with Reuben, 107; neat to Simeon and Levi, 108; 
assizms the Iingdom to his fourth son, 210; prefers Ephraim 
to Manas-ch, (the sons of Joseph, ) ib.; his prophecy of lor, 
112, 118; his death, 114; bis cinbulming, 114, 115; his life 
characterized ond reviewed, 117, 118; refiections on his his- 
tory, and compared with Christ, 119-121. 

Jae), wife of Efcber the Kenite, rv. 103; conceals Sisera from 
the pursuit of Barak, 112; kills him while asleep in the tent 
by dning a anil into his temples, 123; her conduct celebrated 
in the soncof Deborah, ib. ; general and practical observations 
on the history, 113-119. 

James 1. kive, fi. 418. 

Jannes and Jumbres, ii, £25. 











0; iv. 289. 

401; various opinions on it, 401, 402. 

gracious interposition, ii. $05. 

———— [the name], ii. 306, $07, 

Jeopardy, ii, 143. 

Jeshurun, king of, ii. 186. 

Jesus Christ, his divine origin, v. 1, 2; the pre-existent omnific 
Worn, 2; with God from eternity, 4-7; his pre-existence 
described by Solomon, 6, 7; the word was God, 7; the maker 
of all things, 9; the life, LO: the light of men, 11; light im 
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daskness, 12; thetruc light, 14; was made flesh and took an 
earthly abode, 15 ; decrement nag cara IB19s 
comment on the prophetic passage in Isaiah liti. 8, “ Who 
“ shall declare his generation? ” 20-32; on Haggai ii. 6-0, 
33-45 ; his birth announced by the augel Gabriel, 69; born 
in a stable, 82; wrapped in ewaddling clothes, and laid ina 
manger, ib, ; wise men of the East, directed by a star to the 
pies. present gifts of, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 82, 83; 
is birth celebrated by 84, 85, 95; circumcised on, 
the eighth day, and Jesus, 94; on the fortieth aryl 
presgnted with the accustomed offering in the temple, ib. 3 
prophetic textimony of Simeon, 95; of Anna the prophetess, 
1b. ; shey by a voice from heaven to the spot, pre- 
gent their offerings, ib.; his death meditated by Herod, 96; 
is preserved b; h’s flight into Egypt, 97; aftor the death: 
of Hered is Brought to Nazareth, 98, 105; was two years old 
‘when be returned from Egypt, 99; the psrticolars of his his- 
tory up to the twelfth year not |, 99, 105; accom. 
= Joseph and Mary to the temple, 106; is missed by 
jis mother, 108; found in the temple sitting in the midat of 
the doctors, hearing and ashing them questions, 110; his 
deportment excited admiration and love, 111 ; chided by his 
mother, 112 ; his auswer, ib.; subject to his parents cighteea 
years longer, £13; enters at the age of thirty years on his 
public ministry, 120; baptized by John in the river Jordan, 
123; general remarks on this transaction, 193-196 ; descent 
of the Holy Ghost upon him in the form ofa dove, accom- 
panied by a voice from heaven, 193; led by the Spirit into 
the Wilderness, and, after fasting forty days and forty nights, 
tempted by the devil, 197-139; 1st, to command stones to 
be made bread, 139-145; 2d, to cast himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, 145, 146; Su, to worship Sotan, 
151; his answera, 144, 147, 151; reflections, 153; the devil 
leaves him, 159; returns to Galilee, ib.; teaches in their syna- 
gogues, 160; then to Nazareth, where he bad becn brought 
up, 163; visits bis mother, ib.; attends their synagogue, an 
expounds the Scriptures, 165; reads a passage from the pro- 
phet Esaias, applicable to himself, which astonished the au- 
dience, 467, 168; his lectures delivered on the sabbath-day, 
176; liis attitude, 179; his application of the passage to him- 
self explained, 182-192 ; his auditory roflect on the mennnets 
of his parentage, 198; thrust hin out of the city, and lead 
Bim to the brow of the hill, whereon their city wus built, to 
+ cast him down headlong, 203 ; his miraculous escape, 203, 
904 ; their malignity reproved, 209; & pattern of perseverance 
in well-domg, 212; came down to Capernaum, a city of 
Galilee, taught there on the sabbath-days, 212, 218 ; 
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reaches the doctrine of repentance, 219; walking by the sea 
be) Galilee, calls Simon and Andrew, James and aed to the 

jostleship, 221, 222; his modes of conveying the Gi to 
the minds of men, 224-226; heals all manner of sicl 
and disease, 226 ; his followers increased to a great multitude, 
236; selects twelve apostles, ib.; afterwards seventy disciples, 
237; imparts to them miraculous powers, 236; rejoices in 

init, 245-252; refers every thing to God, ib.; ascribes to 

e Father universality of dominion, 246; represents him 
self os invested with an equal extent of sovereignty, 247 ; is 
present at a marriage in of Galilee, 268; reproves his 
mother, 271; converts water into wine, 279; surprise of the 
governor of the feast, ib, ; stood confessed the of uni- 
versal pature, 280; practical reflections from the subject, 
280-285; proceeds to prosecute his labours at Capernsum, 
290; enters Simon's house, 291; cures a fever, 293; 
recapitulation of miracles, 294, 295; Lord of the sabbath- 
day, 297; heals the sick, end casts out devils, 298; retires 
into a desert place, 299; entreated by the multitude to pro- 
long his visit at Capernaum, 300; his reason for not complying 
with their request, 301; reflections, 302-805; went up to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the ver, $09; beholding the 
temple violated, drives out the dealers and movey-chavgers, 
$12; his voice strikes horror into their guilty consciences, 
$13; his zeal described, $18; review of the subject, $19- 
$27 ; foretells that the temple of his body shall be destroyed, 
and in three days raised up again, $80; the passage explained, 
$85-837 ; his resurrection the foundation of one of the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, the resurrection of the 
dead, $37, $38 ; runs through the whole of divine Revelation, 
889; an explicit declaration of his inherent Deity, ib.; has 
powcr to lay down his own life, and to take it again, 340; 
on this power founds his right of dispensing life and death to 
others, ib.—the Jews’ wilful misapprehension, $41 ; his pre- 
diction exactly fulfilled, ib.; his resurrection from the dena 
supplics the Christian world with the firmest basis of faith, 
344; the importance of the doctrine in the scale of Chriat- 
ianity, $45; retires from Jerusalem to Galilee, $71; is be- 
sougl tb ——— rere heal his son, who was at the 
point of death, $78, $74; his seemingly ungracious reflection, 
877; the feclings of & parent described, $78; assures the 
nobleman that his con shall recover, ib.; accorditg to his 
word, the fever left him at the precise time, 380; the distance 
compared with the rapid transition of his word, 380, 981; 
reflections on the miracle, 984-390; is solicited by a centurion 
to heal his servant sick of the palsy, 994; agrees with the 





request, 400; on the centurion expressing his 
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God, 
496, his attachment to the 4338; I 
sei, Ho 440; 5th, his gratitude Pairing Deity, 442 rr 


ep ie -in-lew of Moses, ii, 175; his daughters train 
181; one of them succoared and de- 

fda loses, 181, 182; sends to invite Moses to his 

house, 183; his dismission of Moses compared with Laban’s 
to Jacob, 909; having rectived information what the Lord 
had done for Mosc’ and where be was, sales tis grand 
hildren and carries them to him iotothe eax camp, 409 ; conversa- 
tion between him and Moses, 411 ; hisemotions on the occasion, 
412; his character as a statesman and politician, 415; pro- 

* peste to Moses a sodeieo his toil, by the appointment 


aT a 


———+-- on the of Jacob, H, 116. 
——————+ their delight in i. 160. 
historian, i. 188. 

een we 


iy. 1 
or eran eon Se er ot Jesus aa hs fet ia 


we Stud vily profined, and rapidly hastening to dissolu- 
ting, at the time of Christ, v. $10. 

ren ee corruption ‘compared with thove of Christ- 
ianity, v. $17, 

Jews, two great sects of, 

Si Sot ogy Yo won by Mw a Dp, ii, 


Amzpw, and mother of Aargn, Mixign, end 
sein woo Asm, 
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‘Mogea, ii. 140, 141; ber distress at discovering Afcit i preg: 
pant, 14s she brings ‘Moses re? oo = those 
pains atten on childbirth, 3 unites Termuthix, 
the daughter of Pharaoh, 146. : 
John (St.) describes Jesus as the pre-existent onmific Worn, vy. 
25 8 martyr to the truth he published to the world, $; his 
Gospel and Revelation considered as an ebstract of the plan of 
Providence, 4. oF 
John Bgptist born, v.71; enters on the exercise of his public 
ministry, 114; announces Jesus’s approach to Jordan, 122; 
declines the exercise of his office, 123, baptizes Jesus, {as 
cast into prison, 217 i his public labours as forerunner 
Jesus Christ near to a ion, 218; beheaded i» prison, 


421, 
Johnson, ii, $22, 386. 
Joint in Jacob’s thigh dislocated, i. 399. 
Jonaby ii 818, 386. . es ‘ ot 
lonathan, the of, respecting sprinkling - 
chal lamb, ii, 25. 
Jordan, plain of, ii. 236. 
Jordan, river, scene displayed on its banks, v, 121. 
Joseph’s history begins, ii, 20; his employment and situation, 
ib.; obtains the character of a tale-bearer, 21; is dressed in 
a party-coloured coat, ib.; his dreams accounted for, 23; is 
sent to Shechem, to seek after his brethren, and his troubles 
in the way, 24, 25; falls into the hands of butchers, 25; his 
brethron determine to slay him, but Reuben strives to save 
his fe, 27; isrobbed of his eoat, and cast into a pit, ib. 
taken out, and sold to the Ishmaelitish merchanta, 29; is land- 
ed in Egypt, and transferred to Potiphar, a captain in Phas 
raoh's guard, $2; type of Christ, 96; his condition and dis 
ition described, $6, 97 ; is tempted by his mistress, $8, 39; 
jis resistance, 39; is falsely accused to Potiphar, ib.; cast 
into prison, 40; becomes an interpreter of dreams, 43; 
pathetic application to the butler, ib.; is sent for by Pha- 
raoh to interpret bis dream, 46; his advancement to honour, 
48; reflections on his history, 48-50; is made Lord of all 
Egypt, 63; is married to a princess, 5; receives a name on 
his promotion, by Pharaoh, 55; three particulars relating to 
him, ib.; is blest with two sons, 56; conducts the affairs of 
the empire as minister of state, 57; his brethren come to 
buy corn, 61, 62; his affected sternness to them, 68 > com- 
mits Simeon to prison as an hostage for Benjamin‘s 
65; reflections on the preceding part of his history, 3 
his brethren (with Benjamin) prepare their presents for hi 
7 ; his emotions on the sight of Benjamin, 73, 74; he emter- 
tains them at three tables, and his behaviour on the gccasion, 


F 


& 


i 
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‘Th, 15; teases Simeon, and senda thenrali back laden with 

corn, &, to their father, 75; his , 76; mnkes 

himself known to his brethren, 80; appoints the iand of 

Goshen for his father’s residence, 83; the preceding eeblect 
ipture, 


illustrated and applied by several texts of 85-87 5 
‘once more dismisses his to their father, with every 
accommodation for his removal, 89; his distinguishing fervour 
to Benjamin, ib.; sends for his father, 92, at the bis 


arrival, his chariot temeet him, 95; his saluthtion, 
ib. ; his Dalitica! system of establishing despotiam censured, 
#7, 98; receives an account of his father’s sickness, and re~ 
pairs with his two sons to visit him, 100; compared with 
Christ and his church, 102-104 ; his son Ephraim preferred 
by his father, 110: and his own allotment pronounced by him, 
112, 118; after his father’s death, takes upon him the executor 
ship of the trust committed to him, 114; orders his father's 

to be embalmed, ib. ; requests the king’s leave to 
Canaan to bury his father, 114, 116; promises to cherish hig 
brethren, 126 ; his age at his father’s death, 126; lives to see 
his posterity to the fourth generation, ib.; binds them by an 
oth concerning his burial, 127; his will, ib.; his death and 
interment, ib. ; summary of his character, 128, 129; consi- 
dered as & typical representation of the Messiah, 129-134; 
oie calculation of the different periods of his life, 195, 

Soxeph, the allotment assigned him by Moses much admired by 
the Jews, iii. 455. © . 

——— by orderof Augustus Casar, departs from Nazareth with 
his family to his native city to be enrolled, v. 80. 

Josephus, i. 944, 246. 

his conjecture improbable, i, 304, 905. 

his account of Dinah’s curiosity and misconduct, ii, 

4; concerning the birth of Moses and his refusing to suck the 

Egyptian nurses, 148. 

ss gy BP ection to the miele of the Red Bea pemege, 

i + 








aia ip of the tabernacle, ili, 117 
+ their account iti, 117. 
-—~-—- and Balaam compared, iii. 231, 222. 
~~~ and the Rabbios, their opinion on some expressions in 
the song of Deborah, iy. 110. 
¥, 968; his account of the demand for cattle to be 
offered in sacrifice, $14. 
- called Caiaphas, high priest of the Jews, v. 124, 
rer eye-witness to the mixaculous passage of the Red Sea, 


noon (the son of Nun); trained up from bis youth to the ser- 
212 





Frac the Maoulites from Egypt to Canaan, its dintance and 


Jabate eghion | 87, 
Jubilee year, ii. 426. 
2 ery begins to relent, speech the deversion 
onmen Hi, 135 to 28; his on 
of Benjamin ona charge of thet ‘77; raed toa 
his brethren, 109; becomes father of kings, me 
‘kor of Shiloh, 5 the ki him by bis 
210; i prediction ALL, 
eer de een coaneciny thc bets of Hao, iv. 15, 
Jolin, thee it, ii, 415; their tequisite ualities, 416, 
ssa ma a a 
ent 2 conn} a 
genta of God on Parca cruy, i 24 a 
—_— the idolatrows Israelites, 


ae Ear te tele Lena 0 aguinst Moses, 
Julius, an example of his ambition, v. 151, 
Supiver, fabulous, iii, 115. 
Justive, i, 25, 
Goa 





Katiesh and Shur, i, 229, S04. 
Keturah, her eons, i, 300. 
King, the third of Rome, i i 186. 
~-— of Sodom, i. 187. 
tho 283. i 1a 
~~ ‘kings bout to male pablic entry, v. 
jath-huzoth, iii. 268, 
ii, 152, 
Korah swallowed up, ii, 198. 
Knowledge, i. i. 


L 


Laban, historicel account of his relationship to Jecob, 4. $87, 
“7; bib couktinnes, 368; Selgu an excane te Javed, nd ise 
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pews Leak, in disguise, him, $65; makes « fresh 
seve the repetition of Sacob’s servioe, 368 consents 
to let Jacob share in the of his labour, S77; isoutwitted 
by Jacob’s stratagem, 3. the devios succeeds in Jacob's 
favour, ib.; endeavours again to defraud him, $81; Pures 
ie a as and crea hie on mount Giant 
is stolen daughter Rachel, 895; 53 represches 
for leaving bim, 886, returns to Haran, 
Lake are 11. 
Labour, the allotment of Providence, i, 298. 
Ladder, i. $50, 351. 
Lahairoi, i, $40. 


Lamb, for the er, ii, 258. 
of God, v. 122. 
Lamech, i. 68, 86. 
Lamentation of Tsaac and Ishmael on the desth of their father, 
i 
Land of Promise, ii. 127, 
Landscape, i. 5. 
Law from Sinai, ii. 420, 423. 
——> the nature and manner of it compared with the Gospel, ii. 


442, 443. 

—— and Gospel, the n of them, ii, 452. 

ome tens manner of their being promulgated to 
the world, ii. 456, 457. 

-~—~ given from mount Sinai, iii, $1; pein ha Sal weet 
@ new institution, 188; a copy of it transcribed by M 
and delivered to the Levites to be preserved, 416, 

Lae tod ban vhy opens 0. 
wa and tril why i, tie 

—— the necessity ‘of them, ii, 424, 

Laying on of ands, ii, 845, 

Lazarus, v. 17. 

Leah bears Jacob six sons and a daughter, i. 376. 

Learned men, their opinion on Hebrew architecture, iii, 114, 

‘Learning and great talents honourable, iii. 428. 

Leary and the arts first brought to perfection in the eastern 

the world, v. 40. 
Lewven of the Jews, i ii, 260. 
Leavened bread searched for and destroyed at the time of the 


Legislators, two, their characters and office, li, 444-449. 
Leprosy, in of Moses suddenly affected by it, ii. 201. 


Levi, his offance expiated own person, ii. 108; gives birth 
to a race of priests, 109 152, 


Levitical body, signified and implied in the persons of Agron and 
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his two sons, Nabab and Abihu, who were sunptuned on the 
ieee mount Sinai, fo atten to dirwctions fe te publ rae 
ion of the new covenant, iii. 
wid dhmachey steno $12, $13. ‘ 
Liberty ee for food, ii., 
Lice, i. 48. . 
Life of aac hogan so denresen, 4 i. 110. 
— of Kyaac divided into three periods, i. $18. 
—_ Pagel ere arbrer print ee 
— in the ve; le wi actate expenalon, 0 programs 
fructifcation @ power of reproduction, 
Liturgy of the church of England, ean a mm iv, 21, 
Lives of Jacob and Joseph compared, ii, 127, 
Livy, ii. 328. 
Locusts in Egypt, how effected, according to the contemptible 
Apinion of Spinosa, ji. $25, 
Longevity, i. 132. 
Lox; jinus, ii, 199. 
Lord’s Lord’ day, i ii, $62, $63. 
ir, a consecration prayer for, v. 254; address to 
comma ints, 257. 
Lot, i. 135, 147, 152, 157 ; restored to liberty, 161; commanded 
to e destruction, 226. 
=~ of Moses interwoven with his people, ii. 309, 
Love of mone: 2 
Lower Egypt, ii. 83. 


‘Lucifer, son of the morning, applicable to the king of Babylon, 


Luke (St.), refers to the Levitical priesthood in reference to 
Jesus CI rist, v, 2; by profession a physician, 48; wrote the 


Acts of tho “poate, ib.; @ volumtary companion of St. Paul 
in his travels, 


Luz, plain of, i. 340. 








Mapedonian passage through the Red Sea to Pamphylia, ii. $27. 
Machpelah, cave of, i aoe ast 1. ta 
where Abraham and Sarah were buried, ii. 10. 
Jacob’s desire likewise to be deposited there 
after his decease, ii. 100. 
Magi of the Egyptians concerned in the education of Moses, ii, 
149. 


Magicians, ii, 288. 
ag "Of E, 

















Bypt, their wonders served only to harden the 
heart, v. 243, 
Magnanimity defined, i. 98, 99. 
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janimi of Moses, in defending and protecting the daughters 
o) TTothrevat the well of Midian, ii. 181, 182. 
Mahsnaim, i. $95. : 
Mahlon and Chilion, sons of Elimelech and Naomi, iv. 163; 
Mosbitish women, 173; opinion of interpreters on their 
ns death, ib, ; 
eioroet und Senn Habe their absurd fictions concerning 
‘a disposal noch, rejected, i, 81. 
Malachi, v. 2; the last of the prophets, 88, 
Male children put to death, ii. 140. 
Mammon, temple of, iii, 53. 
Mamre, plains of, i. 152. 
the time of Abraham’s dwelling there, and the 
cause of his removal, i, 229. 
Man, his portion in this life, i197. 
—- what God has done for him, ii. 191. 
—— never prospered in the world without the consent and co- 
operation of his wife, iv. 81. 
Man's life blended and united so as to form one great whole ; the 
animal, the intellectual, the meral, and the spiritual and divine 
Pappa tee 5 capable of great things, but hi 
1, & mystery to v 53 le of t thing ut hig 
power nite, 9, 10; possesses a light denied to The beaste 
that perish, 11; an emanation from God himself, 90; possesses 
consciousness, 91; capable of communicating his reflections 
aud reasonings, ib.; settled on a bosis of equality which dis- 
turbs not the order of society, 280; his privilegés, 249. 
Manna, practical observations on it, ii. 859-367. 
Manner of God’s appearance to Abram not to be inquired into, 
i, 187. 
Mani r, nature of his criminality stated, and place of refage 
onpetea, ili, $66, oe 
emphatically represents the human heart, and de- 
picts the sufferings of a troubled conscience, iii. $70, $71. 
« their cities of refuge and the Gospel compared, iii, 
872, $78. 
Mak (sy ss shecy concerning the Saviour, v. 3. 
fark {St.), consults pr i e Saviour, v. 3. 
Marah, waters of, ii. Eres 
maade sweet, if. 344. 
emblematical of the crosa, ii. 345. 
Mavage fobiaien wetvetbetfkeae i tes 
i idden, a seduction p i The 
of Aaron, iii 























on GEMBRAL, I4DAY, 


of h, Hf. 54. 
pina chingrhntivomeaie tk, 140. 
discouraged, ii, 291. 
an inktitation of Heavetl, v. 968; hentdeed By Jeens 
Christ, 260; 188 prithitive aimetity riudlested, fb. 
oat 
site, J 
the wife of vinited by the Gabi 
v. obs te bch of Cah tae bythe ange ‘hat 
consin Elizabeth, 70; her song of 71; her departure 
distressing circambtahees, 8); arti¥es 











a Bathe teen stable, ib, forth her 
at ib. 5 ing +5 rt 
tee he sony 88: who i lad In a monger, tn Jesus 
tarrying in the temple, 112; atten to in 
Cua, "20% reproved Ey feats, 271; nabject culpable fe 
mity, + 
Mi and Meribah, ii. $76. 
Mataxat, the patriarch of the Maronites, iv. 14. 
Plater of the altar, ee ot ‘ah ity, #2 
laithew’s Gospel e display of Christ’s humanity, ¥. 2. 
Mediator, esas Christ the mediator between God and soa, ¥. 
prootenge cpl und his brethren, H, 25. 
fleeting of ihe |. 25. 
~~ of Mawes and Aaron in the wilder ese, fi, 211. 
~——_——-—- between Balak and Balaam, iii. 262, 283. 
Melchisedec, i. 154, 160; his dignity and respectability united, 
162, 163; his tot the lot of every Christian, 163; gives the 
arch bread and wine, 164; his offering with Abtam’s com- 
| hey 165; 8 ops of at, 167, 169, 171, 172, 176; his 
end concealed, 167; various opinions concerning him, 
168; some characteristics of him not wholly applicable to any 
crenture, ib. ; identity of persons in him and the Measiah sup- 
posed, 169; his name, ttle, and actions, eppliod to Chris, 170. 
172; receives tithes of Abram, 173; his ntture and person 
indescribable, 280, 
Melita, island of, v. 240. 
Memuirs, authentic, of Moses, i. 173. 
Memorial, of the covenant between Abraham and the King of 
the Philistines, i, 310, 


of the preserved in the atk, iff. 199. 
Memphis, a chief ty in Berpt i 92. 
Memphites attribute the muracte of the Red Sea passage to a 
Baal comes Hi, $28. inked duct, 1. 248 
fen in it con a . 
Mosca oh at Pi Se 
Mesopotamia, i. 260, 277 ; iii, 285. 
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Message ftom Jacob to Esau, i. $98. 
Messiah, blicky eet unt By baption the exe of bis 
i wablickly set a ism to t cution of hi 
high people ‘fice, Bard ’ 
Messiah discovered by Abram, i. 166. 
Methusela, i. 74, 102. 
Midian, land of, preferred by Moses to the splendour of Egypt, 


it, 174. 

its situation, and the ex! it ovidence that 
induced Moses to stop there, ii, me 
{2 hosken of Moses and his family, who proceed 


+is discomfited, and Balaam slain, iii. 296. 

‘Mudhanites, their character, and judgment, ul, 354-957 ; an exe 
traordmaty fact related of their conquest, ii. 858. 

Midnight ery, u. 282. x 

Milton quoted upon the love of God, ii. 277, 278. 

Seis as W. ir ar 

Ministers, 81 rt of, i. 165. 

8 fuming fire, i 82. 

metalment of, ut, 245. 

Miracles, 1i 201, 206. 

(four,) by which Moses signalized his entrance into 

Egypt, u 214 

of Demons, inquiry concerning them, ii. 226-230. 

fictitious, 1b, im 

of Moses and Christ compared, ii, 448. 

+ concerning Balaam, iu. 261. 

Miracles of Christ always look farther than to their immediate 
object, v. $82; examples in proof of the assertion, 482-484. 

Miraculous protection of Sarah, i. 280. 

Miriam, the daoghter of Amram and Jochebed, and sister of 
Moses gnd Aaron, her sex the protection from the bloody 
edict, il, 141; sent by her mother to watch the event of the 
infant Moses after bemg cast upon the water, 145; accounted 
a prophetess, and joins with Moses, her brother, on the shores 
ofthe Red Sea, in singing praises to God for his deliverance, 
$41; is supposed to be married to Hur, 896. 

--—« in conjunction with her brother Aaron, strives to disturb 
the government of Moses, iii. 187, 188 ; becomes leprous, 191, 
197; some apology for her conduct, 202. 

Mischna Thora, iii. 394, 

‘Mier, i. 300, 801, 

his conscience flexible, i. $67. 

Mitre of Aaron, ili. 166. 

Moab, plains of, where the Ieraclites pitebed their tents 9s they 
advanced towards Jordan, iii, 215. 














to 
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Moab joins Midian in a confederacy against Israel, iii, 224, 
292 


o—— 2 refuge from famine, iv. 169. 

Mocking, i. 108. 

Modern history, i. 8. 

entertainments described, i. 217, 218. 7 

Modes of conveying the Gospel to the minds of men as practised 
by Jesus Christ, v. 224; Ist, by tcaching in the synagogues, 
$25; 2d, by preaching the G of the kingdom, ib.; both 
‘were accompanied sup] by the display of miraculous 
powers, 226 ; summary of the whole, 228-234, 

Modesty, i. 109. 

‘Molten calf broken to pieces, the dust thereof mingled with water, 
and given to the worshippers, ili. 60. 

Money, the first we read of, 1.257. 

Pare the love sf it 7 sais. 
fonument erected to Ps UL 

Moon, ii. $13, 452. ames 

Moral insteuction necessary, i, 23, 

Morality, i, 1. 

Mordecai, i. 188. a 
an his promotion the obstacle of Haman’s happiness, ii, 


Moreh, i, 197. 

Moriah, i, 242, 244, 

Mortality, i. 167, 

Mosaic account of the creation the only one that sound reason 
can admit, v, 2. 

‘Moses the first historian, i. $4; a charge against him, 64. 

——— circumstances of his birth, ii. 141, 142; a prediction of 
one of the Egyptian seers relative tohim, 141, 142; is distin. 
guished for peculiar size and beauty, 142; concurring circum- 
stances tend to his preservation, 145, 146; comparative view 
of his safety, 147; refuses to suck the Egyptian nurses, with 
other particulars, related by Josephus, 148; finds shelter in 
the house of Pharaoh, 149; his name significant of his deliver- 
ance, 149, 150; his demeanour, eloquence, and courage, 150; 
parallel between the Jewish and Christian Legislators, 150-152; 
held in pretended esteem by the Sadducees, 156; his age 
when he resigned the proffers of the Egyptian court, 174; his 
attainments in human science not to be compared with his 
faith end public spirit, 174; Philo, Josephus, &c. attempt to 
account for the earlier of his life, 174, 175; his history 
divided into three periods of 40 each, viz. first 2 student 
in the schools of the Epyptian fagi, a Poet, Orator, States- 
man and General in ’s court; 2dly, a shepherd and 
private citizen; and Sdly, becoming a saviour of his nation, @ 
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feader, Inwgiver, and judge in Israel, 175; his principle com- 
mended, 176; his faith exemplified, 176, 177; a few gencral 
Teflections from the preceding traits of his character, 177, 
278; his compassion for his oppressed brethren, 178; kills an 
Egyptian, 179; reasons with two contending Hebrews, 180; 
their retort hurries him from Egypt to Petrea in Arabia, but 
stops at Midian, ib.; his history blended with Jethro, or 
Raguel, 18] ; sits down at awell ot Midian, where he suc- 
cours and defends Jethru’s daughters, 181, 182; who return 
and inform their father of the adventure, when Jethro sends to 
invite him to his house, 182, 183; the place wheie he is sup- 
posed to write the history of the world down to his own times, 
‘as well as the Isook of Job, 184; derives his wisdoin not from 
the schools of the Magi, but from God, 1b. ; becomes a father 
in Midian, uw bs 80th year, ib ; called to be a king in 
Jeshurun, a ecourse to Egypt, and a dehverer of Isiael, 186; 
analogy between him and Chrst, £46, 187; his fame and 
uscfulnuess commences, 190; is ws.ted with an unaccountable 
appearance of a bush on fire, ib.; his curiosity excited, 
192; succeeded with ‘crror, il instantly compreheuds who 
talked with him in the bush, ib.; converses with God, 193; 
{Jehovah’s declaration of himself, 195;) his reason why he 
should not accept the commission, 196, 197; urges another 
difficulty, 197; (Jehovah's incommunicable name paraphrased, 
199;) Moses quoted by Longinus, ib. ; fresh assurances of 
God's succour made to him, 200; staggers at the promise 
through unbelief, ib,; miracles wraiiy ht to convince, and 
injunction to perform them before all Israel, 202 ; again re 
fuses to accept the commission, 202; anger of the Lord kind- 
Jed thereat, ib.; his brother Aaron appointed to take part of 
the coramission with him, ib. ; they sot off, from the deserts of 
Arabia, on their embassy, to Pharaoh’s court, 207; Moses is 
permitted to return to his father-in-law, to acquaint him with 
these matters, 209; leaves Midian, and, with his wife and two 
sons, proceeds to Egypt, ib.; meetr with an extraordinary 
incident, owing to Ins omitting to circumcise his sons, 209, 
210; some reasons assigned for the intricacy of this cireum- 
atance, 210, 211; meets his brother Aaron in the wilderness, 
212, 212;-is convinced of the Lord's faithfulaces, 212, 213; 
they, at length, advance into the presence of Pharaoh and 
deliver their message to him, 214; four miracles Moses 
wrought at his entrance into Egypt, ib.; anecdote from 
Jewish fragments, ib.; his message to Pharaoh treated with 
contempt, and followed with cruelty to the Israelites, 215, 
216; their reproaches, and his commiseration, make him 
agaic shrink from the task, 217; angel of the Lord appears 
to him, ib.; is commanded to encourage the Israelites, and 
fo repeat his demand to Pharaoh, 218; compared with Christ, 
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919, 220; Moses and Aaron again sppear in Pharaoh's court, 
and Aaron turns bis rod into a serpent before him, 223; gpi- 
nions of interpreters on the same, 22; held in contempt by 

Pharaoh, who opposes it by his magicians turning their rode 
into serpents likewise, 224, 225; Aaron's serpent swallowa op 
all the magicians’ serpents, 225; bis rod turns the river Nile 
into blood, 281 ; next to frogs, 283; Moses and Aaron com- 
pared to Christ, 254, 235; reflections and practical remarks 
on the preceding, 237, et seq.; are threatened with death if 
they appear again before Pharaoh, 253; the passover insti- 
tuted, 269; their charge concerning the Israelites, 294; whom 
they lead out of Egypt, 296; take the eastward course to 
Potrea, 299; Mosce accused of a design to involve his nation 
in a dilemma with Pharaoh, in the Red Sea, 307; his lot 
interwoven with his pcople, 309; is both the agent and his~ 
torian of these events, 310; compared with Grecian and 
Roman orators, ib.; is reduced to straits, and implores the 
divine assistance, 311; is commanded to bid the people go 
forward, ib.; stretchcs out his rod, and the sea is dried up, 
$14; the breadth of the passage considered, 316; practical 
observations on the samc, 317, $18; the character of Moses 
delinoated, $19; considercd as a bard and poet, singing 
praises to the Lord, 320; objections against the miraculous~ 
ness of the Red Sea passage, 321-329; criticisms on the 
sacred song, 829-335; a few remarks on the sacred poetry, 
$85-388 ; the people murmur against him at Marah, whose 
waters are bitter, $45; is commanded to cast a tree into them, 
when they instantly become aweet, 344; leads the people 
from thence to Elim, 347; short address to Moses, 871 ; is again 
chid, and complained of by the people for the want of water, 
374; strikea the rock of Horeb, which issues water for the 
Israelites, 375; remarks on the same, $79, et seq.; is cen- 
surable in disobeying the word of the Lord by striking instead 
of speaking to the rock, &c. $80; criticism on the same, $81 ; 
entreats the Lord for a remission of his sentence, $84 ; never- 
theless patiently submits to the divine will, 385; he com- 
mands Joshue to fight against Amalek, 393; and promises to 
on the top of the hill with the rod of God in his hand, 
.; Israel and Amalek alternately prevail by his bands being 
lifted up or dropped down, $96; his hands supported by a 
stone which Agron and Hur placed under them, 999; the 
victory being obtained he builds an altar to commemorate it, 
and gives it a particular name, 400; hie history looks beck to 
his leaving Egypt, going to his father-in-law Jethro in Midian, 
and obtaining an alliance in his family by marrying his daugh- 
ter Zipporah, 408 ; Jethro hearing of his situation takes his 
daughter, (wife of Moses,) and his grand children, and brings 
them to the camp of Israel to him, 409; Moses records the 
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nomes of his two sons with an explanation theréof, 410; his 
conversation with Jethro, 411, 412; is summoned by God 
himeelf to the top of mount Sinai, 427; having descended 
from the mount, delivers his charge to the elders, 431; is 
informed of God’s design to manifest himself to the people, 
ib. ; caution given to hmm concerning the people’s not touch- 
ing the mount, 434; his patience obedience tothe divine 
command, 496; mutual relation between him and Christ, 
443; the birth of Moses, and the salvation of Israel, that was 
to result from it, was previously expected both by the Egyp- 
tians, and his own people, 444; the extreme circumstances.of 
danger that attended both him and Christ at their birth, justify, 
the resemblance between them, 443; the state of Israel and 
the world at their appearance, 446; points of likeness dedu« 
cible from the different offices they performed, 447; difference 
of their working miracles, 418, 

Moses, summoned to appear on mount Sinai to attend the rati- 
fication of the new covenaut, iii. 24; reduces to writing the 
articles of treaty between God and the people, 25; builds an 
altar on one side of the mount for the sacrifices, 26; the form 
‘of adjuration in such cases particularly awful and tremendous, 
ib.; is detained on the mount, $1; advances, in the midst of 
consuming fire, to the top of the mount, 34; during his 
absence ele ates the administration of civil government to 
Aaron and Hur, 41; Aaron having swerved from his com- 
mission by idolatry, 42; Moses engages in a dialogue with 
the Almighty, and intercedes for the people, 49, 50; a pro- 
posal made to him, 0; his intercessory address a master- 
pieve of eloquence, ib.; comes down from the mount with 
the two tables in his hand, 52; in a fit of rage and impatieuce 
dashes them to pieccs, 59; remarkable circumstance of his 
taking the dust of the idols he had destroyed, mingling it with 
water, and obliging the people to drink thereof, 60; the 
subject evangelized, 60, 61; reproves his brother Aaron for 
his being accessary in this sin, 61; God’s judgments having 
lighted on the idolatreus Israelites, he again intercedes for 
them, 63; critical observations thereon, 64-6 directed to 
remove the tabernacle from the camp, 71; solicits farthar 
menifestations of the divine perfections, and the extraordinary 
reply to his request, 71, 72; observations thereon, 72-75; his 
character and that of Joshua illuetrate and embellish each 
other, 78, 79; rected to ake peepernics Sik = 
izopertant visit Almighty, 88, 89; takes wit 
te the top ofthe mount, two fresh tables of stone; ead returns 
with them clothed eh ne meaning, 89; his situation 
in this particular wy i, ib.; which begins av interview 
with God that lasted forty days, 90; he descends fom the 





4% GENERAL INDEX. 


mount with recruited strength, and the tables of the law re- 
stored, 95; being conscious of his having obtained pardon for 
the people is astonished at their withdrawing from him, which 
he afterwards discovered, by the glory that rested on his 
countenance, 10] ; puis a veil on his face, 102; his different 
appearuncea on the mount, 106; and the Jewish Rabbins’ 
acconnt of the uniading lustre of his latter years, ib. ; admo- 
nition to Christians 19 imitate his character, 117, et seq.; 
being finally descended from the moun, is furnished with 
complete instructions for the civil government and religious 
polity of the Jewish nation, 110; rears the tabernacle on the 
first anniversary of the tian deliverance, 110, 1115 his 
natural abilities ¢.emplificd, 147, 148; yenealogical account 
of himself and brother, 152; is envied by his brother and 
sister, 188, 169; his government a second time disturbed, 
198; at his pronouncing Go.l's determined judgments against 
Korah, &c. the earth quakes, and a plage consumes fourteen 
thousand seven hundred souls, 198, 199; receives a special 
direction to inscribe the name of prince on the rod of cach of 
the tribes of Isracl, 200; epology and prayer for his sister 
Miriam, 202: sentence of death pronounced aguinst him, 204; 
his oracle fulfilled coucerning the opposition against Ierael, 
216; after finishing the last offices of humanity for his brother 
Aarun, has fresh intimation of his own doom, $22; is com- 
manded to number the , $57; temark upon it, 337, 
$38 ; nearer approaches of his dissolution, $40; his prayer, 
S41, $43; his excelloncy of spirit, 380; his patriotism, ib.; 
his generosity and disinterestedness, 381; his meditations, 
958-357 ; his last address to the people considered, 392, et 
eeq. ; foretells the dissolution of the Jewish government, 402; 
the cup of death mixed with many bitter ingredients to him, 
409; comforts himself in the reficctions of his conduct towards 
the childron of Israel, 412-414; transfers his -adminiatration 
to Joshua, 414, 415; delivers to the Levites a transcript of 
the Jaw, for the ark, and recites to them a sacred song, which 
he eujoins them to commit to memory 416, 417; having 
received his final summons to prepare for death, bestows on 
the different tribes hia benediction, and the several allotments 
he had designed them, 429, et seq. 

Moses, retrospective view of his sin and sentence, iv. 8-10; his 
death, 12; the precise time and date thereof, 17, $8; 4 
of him exhibited in the New Testament, 56, et seq. 

-——— was obliged to temporize and connive at the breach of 
the law, v. 295; instanced in the primitive sanctity of mar- 


riage, 269. 
Mother in Israel, ii. 94. 
Mourning, general, of the Egyptiang, ii. 115. 
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Mourning habit, not permitted Joseph to appear before the king 
in, ii. 116. 

house of, iii, 94. 

of Israe! for Aaron, iii. 203. 

Murder, i. 52, 58. 

its matignity considered, iii, $65, 366. 

Music, &c. the first inventors of it, i. 87. 

ii, $44, 

Matual curse, i, 61. 

Mysteries of the different natures and constitutions of the first 
and second Adams, i, $6. 

in Abraham's sacrifice, concerning the covenant which 
God made with him, i. 181. 

-of God's design [quoted from Dr, Watts), iii, 119. 
‘Mysterious dream, i. 350. 
“Mystics, an expression quoted from one of them, iii. 68, 69. 




















XN. 

‘Naaman, ii. 90; v. 

Naashon, tister to Wlahebe, (wife of Aaron,) head of the prerc- 
gative tribe, progenitor of its long succession of princes, and 
root, according to the flesh, of the Messiah, iii, 152. 

Nadab and Abihu, the two sons of Aaron, who with him, repre- 
sented the Levitical body, are summoned on mount Sinai, iii. 
24, 28 ; offer strange fire to the Lord, 183, 184, - 

Name, significant of character, i. 86. 

of Abram changed, i. 213, 

of Sarai changed, i. 214. 

of Jacob changed, i. $99. 

——~ given to Joseph, by by Pharosh, ii, 56, 

pues 2 ortance of it, ii. 55. 

—_— foses, significant of his deliverance, ii, 149, 150. 

Names, explanation of, i. 111. 

——— titles, &c, of Melchizedec, applied to Christ, i. 170-172. 

— bel sd piconet of Moses, ii. 410. 

of God bespeak his nature, and are inapplicable to any 
other, if, 90. 

Naomi, "her nam’ suitable to her person, dispositions, and final 
attainments, iv. 171; left by the death of her husband Elime- 
lech to struggle with poverty, solitude, danger, and neglect, 
175; her sons, Mablon and Chilion, marry Moabitish women, 
who svon after die, and Jeave her in wretchedness, 178 ; com- 
forted by her daughter-in-law Ruth, 175; resolves to return 

















ie Canaan, 180; her Ruth aud Orpah agree 
secompany her, ib.; persuades them to return, 
ty her language on the occasion, 188, 185; Orpah suffers 
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herself to be persuaded, but Ruth cleaves to her former 
. choice, 186; overcome by Ruth’s pathetic speech, ib.; arrives 
at Bethlehem Judah, 198; affected pity of her neighbours, 
200; refuses to be called Naomi, ib.; motives eseigned for 
her return to her own country, 202, 203; reflections on Her 
history, 204-207; consents to Ruth’s following the reapers, 
218; her felicity on surveying the fruits of her beloved 
daughter's exertions, 253; Duis on uniting her in marriage 
to i 257 ; the measure she recommended, 261 ; its success 
263; her supposed meditation on the subject, 264; congratu- 
utons tee the birth of her grandson, 277; useful reflections, 

Nathaneel, his conversation with Christ, v. 266; his conviction, 
266, 267; a guest at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, 267 ; 
supposed by commentators to be the same with Bartholomew, 
one of the twelve, 268. 

Nation of Israel increased from 70 souls to 600,000, ii. 140. 

Nature, beauties of it, i. 5. 

~——— of Adam, typified Christ, i. 36. 

——— the order of it changed, i. 71. 

~~ shudders at an angry God, i. 94, 95. 

Nature, in all her parts, governed by Almighty wisdom, v. 33. 

Nazareth, in Galilee, the residence of Joseph and Mary, v. 80. 

Nebuchadnexzar’s furnace, i. 59; iii. 24. 

Neceasity of reviewing our lives, i, 390. 

Necromancy, ii. 224. 

Nero, v, 48 ; his memory, with that of Tiberius and Domitian, 
preserved from oblivion by a note of infamy, and asentiment 
of detestation, 221, 222. 

‘Newton, Sir Isaac, his opinion on the duration of Christ’s public 
ministry, v. 421. 

Nicodemus, his testimony of Christ, v. 265. 

Nile, the river, i. 192. 

—-- on which the infant Moses was cast ina basket of rushes, 
ii. 144. 

—— its waters turned into blood, ii. 231. 

Nimrod, i. 131. 

‘Nineveli and Babylon, i. 131. 

Noah, i. 85, 86; his age when his first son was born, 93; his 
preservation a type of Christ’s salvation, 08; sent out the 
raven and dove, 104; came out of the atk, Noah and 
his sons, their employment, 106; his intoxication, 108; re- 

f of his sons, 109; hiz death, ib.; compared with Adam, 
110; their crimes and sacrifices, ib.; their punishment in the 
ill conduct of their children, ib.; both types of Christ, 111; 
Paaat explained, 116; compared with Christ, 116; a type 

i» 12, 
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Nobleman, the meaning of the word, ¥. $72; the faith of one 
exemplified, 881, 382. 

Nod, the word explained, i i. 66, 67. 

Nurses of the Egyptians, ii. 148. 


oO. 


Oak by Shechem, under which Jacob buried the idols of Laban, 
is father-in-law, ii. 9, 16. 

Oath, 4 ratification of the seen of sale, concerning the birthright 
which Jacoh parchased, i, $84. i, <a eee ‘ 

—— im upon h is father to bury him in the cave 
of Mach sath i 100" v a 

—- by which Joseph likewise binds his posterity concerning 
his interment, ii. 127. 

— the sanctity of it, i, 235. 

Oaths, the fre equency and impicty of them, i. 202. 

Obed, son of Boaz and Ruth be born, ji iv. 275; congratulations on 
his birth, 277. 

Obie ject of Scab journey, i- 357. 

ig iment, i, x 

Obese 10 

Observations on Balaam’s iction of blessing Israel, iii. 289- 
2u2; first, that he ought to have been convinced of God’a 
determined purposes to favour Israel, 289; secondly, hat 
truth is not injured by being conveyed through impure chan- 
nels, therefore should not be rejected, 289, 290; thirdly, how 
rarely fine talents are in the possession of a sanctifie heart, 
290, 291; fourthly, the dreadful misery of that man whose 
heart and head are at variance, 291, 292. 

Observations, general and practical, on the history of Jacl, iv. 
118-119, 

Oteeernsions general, on Christ’s wisdom and moderation, y. 





Obstacles of union with Isaac and Rebecca compared with Jacob 
and Rachel, i, 362. 

Offering of Cain and Abel, i. 60, 51. 

of Abram and Melchizedec compared, i. 165. 

king of Bashan, provokes his destruction by opposing the 
Frets, iii, 215. 

Old age, iil. 158. 

Olive eal, i. 104, 

an expressive symbol of peace, significant of Christ’s 

salvation, i, 122. \ 

Omnipotence restrained, i, 225. pee 
yo. v. ak aoe 
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On [or Heliopolis), priest of, ii 55; his daughter becomes 2 
mother in Israel, 94. 

Opinion of ingenious men, i. 216. 

———— of commentators confuted, i. 92, 98. 

—— of good men often erroneous, i. 161, 162. 

———— of the visitation to Abraham by the three angels, i, 216. 

Opinions, various, on Melchizedec, i. 168. 

Oracle given to Abrabam, concerning the sacrifice of his son, i. 
AS. 


w= concerning the preservation of Moses, ii, 147, 

——— irresistible, miraculous, and supernatural, relative to the 
deliverance of Inracl by Moses, ii. 202. 

——— pronounced by Moses fulfilled concerning the opposition 
against Israel, iii, 216, 

——— to Balaam, iii. 241, 242. 

——— the method of consulting it, &¢. iii. $48, 

Orator, Israetitish compared with Demosthenes and Cicero, iii, 
418, 

—— Roman, his saying of Antony, v. 241. 

Organ, i. 87. 

Orthodoxy of faith of no value, if it remain inactive, v. $04. 

Orpah, wife of Chilion, and daughter-in-law of Naomi, iv. 184: 

aves her mother-in-law, 1&6. 





Pp, 


Padan-ark, i, $37, S47. 
superstition opposed, ii. 278, 279. 
pie logislutare, indebted to sacred history, ili, $95, 336. 
Pree ii. 426, 
aradise, Adam dispossessed of, i. 20. 

~ (in contradiction to the fictions of Mahomet and the 
conjectures of a Jewish Rabbin,) none to be acknowledged for 
the habitation of the blessed, but that represented in Scripture, 
i, 8. 








terrestrial, i. 128. 

celestial, i. 240. 

Parents punished in their children, i. 310. 

caution to them, i. 302, 

the return they meet with from disobedient children, i. 


admonished to impartiality ity to their children, i. 314. 
Partial affection cautioned against, ii, 22, 

Partialities, tal, i. $03; i. 110. 

Paschal lamb, ii. 262. 








313. 
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Passion, i. 58-60. 

Passover prepared and described, ii. 258 ; a Iamb appointed for 
the purpose, ib.; its moral and religious desi 59; to be 
eaten with bitter herbs, 260; cleansing of the vessels, ib.; 
houses to be carefully searched for leavened bread, ib.; master 
of each family makes a solemn address to God, ib.; the whole 
exemplified in Christ the great antitype, 261; observance of 
the paechel ceremony between Jews and Christians compared, 
ib.; the victim described, and the time for its being alain 
specified, 262; compared with Christ, 262, 268; admonition 
for Christians to look to the Gospel passover, 266; farther 
historical account of the ordinance, 269; ite commeworation 
and abolition point to a very memorable era of the world, 
ib.; reflections on the whole, 270-276; a passage respecting 
the sprinkling the blobd of the victims, quoted from tie 
Targum of Jonathan, 275 ; inferior circumstances relating to 
this ceremony, 276 ; to be roasted with fire, &c. ib.; uosup- 

ted illustrations of commentators on these minutim rejected, 

ib.; why to be eaten at night, 276, 277; why one method of 
eating it is commanied in preference to another, 278; pagan 
superstition osed, 278, 279 ; the command for not breaking 
the bones of the paschal lamb, a type of Christ in his cruci+ 
fixion, 280; why to be eaten in haste with the loins girded: 
291,282; compared with the approaching judgment of Christ’s 
second coming, 282. 

Paternal relationship of Adam and Christ compared, i. 96. 

Patience, ii. 63. 

of Moses, ii. 486. 

Patmos, isle of, v. 3; where John composed his Revelation, 240, 

Fatrierche (three), differing im character but uniting in prinaiple, 
i. 298, 

Peete sets LTS. he eee 

Patrick, .) his opinion tranegression of Agron’s sone 
in their of ing strange fie to the Lord 188. 

Patriotism reat and ‘apparent compared, iti. 

of Moses, iii, 380, 














Pattern, }. 3. 

Paul, (St.) in what he had to glory, v. 244, 245; a lesson to be 
taken from him, 281; his address to the Corinthians on the 
resurrection, 948; introduces an unbeliever cavilling at the 
doctrine, 850; refers the infidel to the universally known and 
understood progress of vegetation, 351 ; applies his reasonii 
tomankind, $54, 955 ; instances Christ as the first-fruits, 955; 
the subject elucidated by various Scripture instances, 358 ; 
describes the glories of the resurrection, $68, 864. 

Paulus end Africanus, ii. 169. 

Pedigree of Christ, i. 34. g35 

« 
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Pencil of history, i. 2. 

Penelope, ii. 93. 

Peninnah, one of the wives of Elkanah, iv. 290; her mocki 
and taunts at Hannah’s berrenneés, ib.; insulted at a public 
festival by the partiality of her husband to Hannah, 291; 
provokes her adversary year by year, 293, 

Pentateuch, iii. 394. 

Pentecost, ii. 425. ' 

Po ee Pare ne 
eor, a place where was worshipped, iii. 288, 

Peterborough, (Bp. of) on the golden candlesticks in the temple, 
iii, 120; reflections thereon, 121, 

Pethor (in Mesopotamia) the residence of Balaam, ili. 235, 

Petreea, a region of Arabia, ii. 180. 





Pharisees, it. 155. 
their euperstitious notions, v. 297, 298. 
Pharaoh smitten with Sarai’s 1 1. 199, 





his dream, ii. 45; sends for Joseph to interpret it, 46; 
his redoubled visions, 47; his generosity, 96 ; (variously men- 
Bones, th 06, Lid) d of Moses, ii, 80; caste 

seeks an o| ity to get rid of Moses, ii. 80; 

him into pines viet | Neen, to convince him of his 
divine authority, wrought four miracles, viz, Ist, causes fire to 
issue out of the earth ; 7, delivers himself out of prison, Uy 
breaking down the prison and striking his guards dead; 
Sdly, brings deafness on the king; and, 4thly, for a time, 
deprives all the Egyptian priests of sense and motion, 214; 
his contempt of Moses, 215; revenges himself on the Israelites, 
216; his behaviour, on seeing the rod of Moses turned into a 
serpent, 223; despises the , 233; reluctantly consents 
to let the people go, 234; his character exemplified in the 
conduct of all wicked men, 242, 243; threatens Moses and 
Aaron with death if they come any more before him, 253; 
Géd proceeds to reckon with him for his destruction of the 
male children, 253-257, 

hi Fog hie Nennctaloemsss nd Moses compared, iv, 23, 

ilip, the evangelist, providentially directed to a passage in 

‘ “Tenah for resching Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch, v. 21; 

+ converted him to the Christian faith, 240. 

Philo :—Judah’s pathetic address to Joseph, concerning the de- 
tention of his brother Benjamin, fi. 77-79; compared with 
Moses, 79; on the distance from Canaan to Egypt, 297. 

—— and Josephus, on the earlier parts of Moses’ history, fi. 


V4, 175. 
their account of the tabernacle, iii. 117. 
Philosophical fact, i. 190. 
ailosopby, divine, v. 220. 
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Phinehgs. See Hophni and Phinehas. 

Pheenicia, ii. $91. 

Phoenomena, ii, 295. 

Pheenomenon, i, 92; ii. $25. 

Physicians, ii. 116. 

Physiognomy, i. 2. ; 

Picture of ancient manners, i. 216, 

Piety and faith, i, 105. 

Pilgrim, i. 146. 

— the life of one not always secure, i. 151, 

——— Jacob compared with Adam and Abraham, i, $47. 

—— female, iv. 198. 

—~—— not beneath the notice of Heaven, i. $50. 

Pilgrimage, i. 186. 

Pillar, monumental, i. $54, * 

ome of fire, ii. $11, $12. 

Flos ejaculation on delineating the history of Jesus Christ, v. 

1. 

Pitt, ii, 27. 

Plague, its awfulness considered as a check to luxury, ii. '72. 

-—— in which 14,700 souls perished, 99. 

Plagues of Egypt, remarks on them, ii, 237-249 ; viz. Jat, the 
methods of divine mercy being inconceivable, so the power of 
punishing is unlimited, 238-242 ; 2d, that bad habits tend to 

arden the heart, 242-944; $d, difference between the 
obedience of love and fear, 244-246; 4th, the ‘wisdom of 
resignation to the divine will, 246, 247; Sth, the pride of man 
humbled, and Satan’s power subdued, 247-249; 6th, the dif- 
ference between the beginning and end of things, 249, 250. 

Pian of the ark, i, 117. 

Piea of merit, by Balaam, iii. 274. 

Pleasure heightened by communication, i. 17. 

Pledge, sacred, ii. 296. 

Plot of Aaron, in conjunction with his sister Miriam, to disturb 
the government of Moses, iii. 188. 

Plutarch, ii, 90. 

concerning an extreordinary ebb of the river Eu- 

phrates, ii. $28, 

Poetry,i.2. ” 

the moat ancient, ii, $80. 

——— essence of it, ii. $37. 

Poison, i, 108. 

Polygamy severely censured, i. 68. 

resisted and confuted in the history of Sarai and 

Hagar, i. 202, 203, : 

censured in the case of Elkanab, iv, 289. 

———— and incest, i, 367. 
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Polygamy and incest, i. $75. 
Fomp i ii. 116. greet 
‘Orn the Great, Cicero’ 's representation wy . 
Ponta Pie Fre = 982: is sedan epee, 
ite lemous tenets, 7. 282; its 
Tid downfall hastening to a close, $17. 
Population, i. 64-66. 2 ea 
statement twenty i. 261. 
eel a 
—— drawn inspiration, iv. 88, 84. 
Portraits drawn from sacred history, and exhibited for geners) 
instruction, &c. i 2. 
——— of Melchizedec and Christ compared, their exact simi- 
pay of eam th roperty and power limited, &ec. i. 98 
rosterity 0! their limited, &c. i. $3. 
ad Wand the redzemed af the Lord, cousidered 
under principal representatives, i. 40. 
—--= of Cain, the first to builds city, i. 67. 
the invention of music ascribed to them, i. 67, 87. 
——— of Noab, i. 131. 
—~--— of Ishmael and Ieaac compared, i, 908. 
~—— of Rachael has a preferable claim in Israe!'s will, ii. 101. 
Posthumous praise of Abraham, i. $00. 
Potentates of the world censured and condemned in the character 
of Melchizedec, i. 167. 
= their titles often ridiculous and contemptible, 
i, 170. 


Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, and captain of bis Part, to 

whom Joseph is transferred from the Midianites, il. $2; the 
fortunate purchase he made in obtaining him, and the blessing 
that was immediately subsequent thereon, 37. 

Pottage ot lentiles, i. 333. 

Prayer for the spirit of wisdom, i. 280, 281. 

of Abrabam and Isaac, i, 285. 

—— the effects of it, i. 287. 

-——~ and meditation, the improvement of mercies, i. 260. 

o——— its answer and effects concerning Isaac's intreating the 
Lord on account of Rebecca's barrenness, i. 291, 292. 

signified by Moses holding up bis bands, ii. $95. 

privileges of it, ii. $99. 

——— of Moses, iii. $41, $43. 

~——~ indicated by the incense arising from the altar, iii. 127. 

in general, iii, 89. 

Prayers of Moses and Aaron for Miriam, their sister, wher 
struck with a leprosy, iii. 202. 

Preetor Lucullus, u. 90. 

Preaching not alwaye efficacious, i. 149. 
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Precept concerning Cato, given to the Roman youth for the 
promotion of virtue, i. 11. 
-——— which Abraham obeyed in consequence of his belief of 
the divine promise, i. 245. 
Predictions of the prophet Isaiah literally tree in the history of 
the deluge, and the concord of Christ’s kingdom, i. 120, 
rt and types, the nese beige ara the Sun of 
righteousness to his believing le, i. 128. 
Prediction justibed by the event, convening the restoration of 
Joseph to the favour of the Egyptian monarch, ii. 44, 
of one of the Egyptian seers concerning the birth of 
Moses, ii, 141, 
of importance relative to Judah, ii. 111, 
——— of 0. considered, iii. 286, 288, 
final, of Israel’s glory and Moab’s downfall, iii. 292, 
298. 


Pre-existent state, no conception can be formed of it, v.27. 

Prejudice of the Pappas suspended to do honour to the shep- 
herds of Beersheba, ii. 118. 

Prelate, learned, his opinion of Aaron’s idolatry, iti. 45. 

Presence of God with believers, 322 

Present, i. 396. 


Pride contrasted with humility, ii. 197. 

Priest's office in the holy place of the tabernacic, iii, 127. 

in the Jewish tabernacle compared with Christ, 
cee entered into heaven to intercede for his church, &c, 
ith. he 

Priesthood, i, 336. 

2 7 babes and his sons, iii, 155. 
ince of angels appears to Balsam, iii. 258. 

—~ of Peace, oy 41; ready to make his public entrance on 
the grand theatre, 52; his advent celebrated by angels, 84, 
85; proclaims the acceptable year of the Lord, $20; the 
powers of darkness prostrate under his feet, 248. 

Prison, ii. 40. 

Private character of Isaac, i. 299, 

Profanity, ii. 63. 

—~~—— and irreverence condemned, iii, 115. 

Prognostic, ii. 28, 129, 

Project, female, i, 319. 

Promise, river of, i. 280, 

hecy with which Isaac was endued renders it extraordinary, 
at a particular pert be should not distinguish the two 
branches of his family, i. 822. 

the gift of it known to reside in the patriarch Isaac, 

may be considered as a reason and apology for Rebecca’s 
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anxiety for her son’s superiority in obtaining the birth-right 
benediction, i. $35. 
Prophecy, the spirit of, attendant on Jacob at the close of hia 
existence, in distinguishing the eons of Joseph, ii. 101. 
the particular influence of it over the partialities and 
affections of the mind exemplified in Jacob’s preferring Eph- 
raim to Manasseh, ii. 110. 
recise fulfilment of, conceining the deliverance of 
Ieracl, in. 287. 
-the gift of God sometimes bestowed on wicked men, 
iit, 220, 
Proposal made to Moses, iii. 50. 
Prospect of Balanm from the top of the rock, iii. 277, 276. 
Prosperity, and misfortune compared, i. 308. 
and adversity red, ii. 34, 35. 
Prostitution of Leah imputed to her futher, i. 67, 975. 














Hi.295, 
Protraction of the promised blessing to Abram, i, 212. 
Providence a of the divine power, i. 30. 





—— the designs of it fulfilled in the person and character 
of Adam, i. 93, 

and revelation tend to discover the justice and mercy 
of God, i, 99 

Ww which the ark was steered in the flood, i. 101. 
tho importance of its designs not level to human 
judgments, i, 208. 

prepares us for promotion in the school of relative 








duty, i, 290, 
pes, frequently compensates its delays by outdoing our 
quests, i. 292. 
~—~-~— manifest in Joseph's protection, ii. 28, 29, 
its extraordinary power, ii. 183. 

— the plan of, in the redemption of the world con- 
sidered, iti, 5; first, that it is God's own purpose, 5-7; ae- 
condly, that it is a purpose of grace, 7, 6; thirdly; that it 
was formed before the world began, 8-10; fourthly, by Christ 
Jesus, 10-12: and fifthly, that it was manifested by his a) 
pearing, 12-16; exhortation to Christians from the whole, 
16-19. 

~—-vaee— attending to the affairs of men affords matter of 
wonder and gratitude, iv. 92. 

en the my ious distribution of its gifts, iv. 211. 

- its delays enhance the value and heighten the relish 

of our lawful comforts, iv. 264. 

- resemblance between its general plan, and the sepa- 

rate and detached parts of it, iv. 272. 
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Providence, the history of, explained through past ages and 
generations hy revelation, v. 249. 

of God the agents of his will, ii. 205, 206. 
Prudence of Isaac in submitting to his father, i. 159, 160. 

of Abraham in the disposition of his temporal affairs 
to his children, i. 299, 

“of Jacob in preparing to meet his brother, i, $96. 
Punishment denounced, i. 67. 
Parauits, moral and intellectual, iii. $1. 
Putrefaction, preservation from, ii, 114. 








Qa 


Quarrel, the first in the world occasioned by religion, i, 23, 
~—— between Abimelech and Abrabam, i. 233. 

Quarrela subdued by moderation, i. 146. 

——— of the Greeks and Trojans, i. 184, 


R. 


Rabbi Maimonides, iii. 139. 

Rabbin, Jewish, concerning Moses entering %; pypt, fi. 21 b 

—— Sul. Jarchi on a passage in the song of Behera, iv. 140. 

Rabbins, their opinion concerning Aaron's inclining to the ido- 
latry of the Teraelites, iii. 44. 

-—— on the unfading lustre of the latter years of Mosen’s life, 
iii. 106. 

their opinions on some ex, iona in the song of De- 

borah, iv, 110. oe . 

Rachel appears with her father’s flock at the watering-place, i. 
961; description of her person and employment, ib.; her 
salutation from Jacob, ib. ; is at length married, 36! 
fruitful, ib.; her envy excited, 370; engaged ix constant 
altercation with Leah, 376 ; enters intoa dialogue with her hus- 
pe $8] ; leaves her father’s house, 383 ; steals his image», 
ib; ii. 9. 

~—— bears Jacob another son, and then dies, ii. 9; reflec- 
tions on her sufferings, 31, 32, 100, 101. 

——svoice heard in Rama, with lamentation and weeping 
for the loss of her children, v. 96. 

Rage of Balak at being disappointed in his purguit, iii. 292, 

Raguel. See Jethro. 

Raiment, ii, 89, 

Rain, i, 95. 

Rainbow, i. 107. 
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Rainbow, a token of God's covenant of peace with the earth, 
i, 125, 126. 

Ram, i. 250. 

Rama, its affliction at the cruelty of Herod, v. 96. 

Ramasea, plain of, ii. 296. * 

Ratification of the new covenant from mount Sinai, iii. $3; its 
meaning, &c. %, 25, 

Raven, i. 104, 

Reason and innocence blended, i. 16. 


—— and religion, i. $3). 

— ansigned for Jacob’s eager desire of the birth-right, i. 
335, 836, 

—— why Jacob left his father’s house so unprovided, i, 
$47. 

at assigned for Belasm’s knowledge of the God of Israel, 
iii, 217, 219. 

Rebecca’s situation, when first discovered by Abraham’s servant, 
i, 288; obliging deportment, 289; her dignity not impaired 
by civiluvy to servants, ib. ; strife in her womb, 3 }, 293 ; made 
uneasy by Esau’s folly, $13, $14; overhears the charge Isaac 
pave to him, and invents a scheme to prevent its design, 319; 

er conduct apologized for, 320 ; mades Jacob to execute 
the plot, $21; obtains her ends, but meets with disappoint- 
ment, $23, 223 ; discerns, too late, her imprudence, and con- 
sents to tle banishment of Jacob, 326. 

Recollection of departed spirits, ii. 118. 

Reconciliation of an abstruse ge by Jewish Rabbins, i. 
£54; opinion on the same by later mterpreters, ib. 

Red Sea, its channel caused to become dry, ii. 313; the breadth 
of the passage considercd, 916; practical observations there- 
on, 517, 318; three objects proposed in the passage through 
it, $21; (first, a vindication of the history of the passage 
from objections made apainst it, 821-829; secondly, a few 
yemarks and criticisms on the hymn that was sung on the oc- 
easion, $29-%55; and thirdly, observations on the sacred 
pousy itself, $85 385;) a fragment of Eusebius, from Arta- 

nes, concerning it, U22, 323; how it was effected, accord- 
ing to the contemptible opinion of Spinosa, 325; attempte to 
invalidate and degrade the miracle wrought of it, 327-829; 
a magnificent concert filled the shores, while Israe] was pass 
ing over, 541. 

Redeemer, his triumph completed, v. 242, 243. 

Redemption, pretigured by the ark, i. 276. 
finer’ fire and divine justice compared, i. 100. 

R.Aecuons on the fall, ie 2l. 

- moral, i, 24-26. 

0b tae history of Abel, i, 55, 56. 
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Reflections on the history of Cain, i. 69, 70. 
~~~ on the history of Enoch, i, 83, 84, 
- awful, 94-96. 
-—— on forming graceless connexions, i, 96. 
on Ge aory of Noah, 187. ah 
———~- on ure experience, i. 995 
on God’s visitation to Hagar, i, 204, 205. 
on the history of Abraham, i. 221, 234, 
on the sacrifice of Isaac, i 249. 
- on Abrahum’s life and death, i. 261, 262. 
——~ on the history of Isaac, i. 317. 
-- on Rachel’s ‘marriage, addressed to the fair sex, i. 
$70, 971. 
- on the burning bush, ii, 292. 
+ on the passover, ib 270-275. 
+ on the priesthood of Aaron, iii. 182. 
~ on the feelings of Aaron, on a second revolution in 
the Teruelitish camp, iti, ey bales O54: as 
eee on the histo Balam, iii 258-261, 264, 265, 
297-299. af a 
--on Balaaw’s pronouncing the immutable decree, iii. 
275-282, 
-on the history of Deborah, iv. 103-106. 
—- on the history of Naami, iv. 204-207. 
~—- on the history of Ruth, iv, 267-271, 
~~=- on the history of Hannah, iv. 358-966. 
~on the gencration of Christ, v. 28-32; on the pre- 
Judes to his birth, 43-45 ; on the visitation of the angel Ga- 
briel to Zachariah, 58-62; on the miracle in Cana, 280, 
———— practical, on the miracle of Christ's feeding the 
multitude, v, 484-444. 
Refusal of Moses to obey God, ii. 202; iii. 147. 
Relationship mutual, between Moses and Christ, ii. 443, 
Religion instituted for man, i. 49. 
~ blended with employment, i. 23, 
—--—~- its enemies refuted, i. 64. 
———— the source of confidence among men, i, 179. 
———— the most important principle to states and individuals, 
ln be 
———- of Jesus Christ came down from heaven, y. 117; em- 
braces the whole circle of duty, 280. 
Rehoboth, i. $10. 
Remarks on God's declaration to Abram, i 136. 
on the sacrifice of Isaac, i. 246, 287. 
He eee seat Sacab i, $90, 991 
on the hwtor iy te b . 
on Laban’s ‘character, i, $93. 
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Remarks, on the cavil of the Sadducees against a future statc, 
ii, 188, 159. 

historical and practical, on the plagues of Egypt, ii. 
287, et seq. 

Remorse, i. 51, 

Rendezvous of the Lord's host, ii. 296. 

Reply of Jacob to Laban’s charge, i. 392. 

-—- of Balaam to the angel whom he saw in the way before 
him, iii, 262; but persists in proceeding, ib 

Reputation, i. 54. 

——- the love of, one of the trecs of nature's planting, 
iv. 38! 

Restoration of mankind, i. 35. 

Resurrection, iis 159, 164; iii. $13. 

of the dead foretold by Jesus Christ, v. $29; one 
of the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, 397, 938; 
runs through the whole of divine Revelation, $39; im- 
portenve of the doctrine in the scale of Christianity, $45; 
st, Paul’s reasoning on the subject, 360-855; Christ the first- 
fruits, 355; Scripture proofs, 358; its glories described by 
St. Paul, 362-364 ; thelight in which this Aimportant doctrine 
is placed, Ist, as often as we walk into the corn-fields, 365 ; 
in the daintica of the table, ib.; in contemplating the stars, 
ib.; Ql, in reconciling the mind to the prospect of our own 
dissolution, 366; 3d, not to sorrow for the dead as others 
which have no hope, 367; 4th, to aim at higher degrees of 
moral and intellectual excellence, $68. 

Retinue, splendid, ii. 91. 

Retirement recommended. by the tice of Christ, v. 300. 

Retrospective view of the sin sentence of Moses, iv. 5-12. 

Reuben attempts to save Joseph, ii. 27; was not present when 
he was old to the merchants, 30; his for J 
particularized, ib.; his reply to his brethren, 64; is the first 
addressed by his dying father, 107. 

Revolution, awful, of Adam’s condition and character, i. 19, 20. 

memorable at the time of the deluge, i. 85. 

——-—— effected by two hundred and fifty princes of the 
assembly of Israel, ili. 198. 

Review of Jacob’s sufferings, ii. 12, 13; 

of the principal subjects hitherto treated of in this 

work, iii, 301-306. 

of Mosex exhibited in the New Testament, iv, 56, et 

































seq. 
Revie of females in domestic life, iv. 94. 

——— of the progress of Christianity, v. 205-208. 
Riches create sorrow, i.14 . 

refused, i. 157. 
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Riches in general create more wants than those which they 
are able to remove, i. $00. 
asolid good when received with thankfulness, enjoyed 
pith moderation, and employed in the service of God, iv. 
11, 

Rite, awful, significd by the blood of the sacrifice on mount 
Sinai, iii. 26. 

Rival brothers, i. 58. ted in Hesiod oh 

———— (two) represented in Hesiod as fighting wil 
each other whos ee sheep of their father, i. 258. 

+ concerning Jacob and Esau, i. $19, 

Rival sisters, i. 975. 

Robbers, band of, ii. 8. 

Rod of God’s anger, ii. 90. . 

— of Moses turned into a serpent, ii. 201. 

~— ot Moscs and Agron, ii. 223. 

—— of the Egyptian magi, ii, 225. 

oe a God exercised in mercy by striking a flinty rock, ii. 

Roda on which were inscribed the names of the different tribes 
of Israel, iii. 200; afterwards deposited in the ark as a sacred 
memorial, 201. 

Roman priest, his prayer, i, 185, 186 

—— emperor, i. 90. 

eagle, v. 40, 

——— orator, what he says of Antony, v. 241. 

Rome and Alba, contest between them, i. 185. 

Rome shook to its foundation, v. 221. 

Role for forming a choice in a married state, i. 291. 

Ruth, her history forms an important link in the chain of Pro- 
vidence, iv. 165; the particular xra_of her story not marked 
by the sacred penman, 166; her dutiful regard to her mother- 
in-law after the death of her husband, 175; resolves to ac+ 
company her to Canaan, 180; persuaded to return, 182; 
cleaves to her former choice, 186; her pathetic words on the 
occasion, ib.; contemplation of the excellence of her cha- 
racter, 187; qualities of the religious principle by which she 
was actuated, 183-]90; a pattern and instructor to young 

sons, 191-195; ariives with her mother-in-law at Beth- 
lehem-Judah, 197; tier propaeal to Naomi, 212; receives her 
consent to fallow the reapers, 218; unknowingly bends her 
course to the fields of Boz, ib.; meditation on the subject, 
219-222; her modest deportment, 245; her beauty of person, 
and gracefulness of belraviour, 216; recommended by Boaz 
to the protection of the Almighty, 247; gains upon his heart 
by every word she utters, 250; invited to :oin the company 
ahere Boaz presided, ib. ; -her feclings described, 251; per- 
mitted to glean among the sheaves, 252 ; the produce of her 














287 5 coromynicates her ib. ; sdopts tha mea- 

recommended by Naomi, 961; 7 pappinieder} 
wishes cmpectations, : an tnexpected 
cirourmstance, ib.; her supposed ons? 965; the mamteh 
between her and Boss formed it the hand of 
Providence, 967; analysis of the history, 274; Ist, she 


sub. 
ject, ib,; Sd, the story, ib.; $d, the conduct of the plot, 
Bich eee Be ore 
}, the manners, i jusge, 3 et 
Isions on the irth of Obed, S77; general reflectings, 81> 


s. 


Sabbath, concerning the renewal of the show-bread, iii. 181, 192. 

——+~ day, an ancient custom used thereon, iif. 496. 

—--— day, the time when Christ expounded the Seriptores to 
the Nazarenes, v. 167; the attempts of modern infidelity to 
deface it, 168, 210; a day of rest but not of idleness, 169; 
an ordinance of mercy, 177; children ought betimes to be 
habituat:d to its observance, 178, 179. 

Sacrament of Christ’s death instituted, i. 172. 

horrid and inhuman, recommended by Sinteon and 

Levi, ii. 6, 7. 

+ engraven on the flesh of Moses, ii. 148. 

Sacerdotal robes of Aaron, iii. 165-170 

Sacred drama, Aaron’s first appearance in it, iii. 147. 

Sacred volunse exhibits the Gospel in every page, person, 
acter, prediction, and event, iv, 41. 

Sacrifice instituted, i 23. 

Whi the spot where it was offered, and from whence Cain, 

‘is transgression, was banished, i, 

Teason for the delay of it immediately suggested after 











——~—— of decency, &c. considered in the eave of Nowh’s 
See ees acy Ctetien compared with Abran’s, i. 1% 
—m— Of avs iristian Cao 
Eo ast i 940. : 
——-++ of Isanc vindicated, 1. 242. 
———— human, i, 242. e 
—~————= of Isaac, remark on it, i 286. 
————— on mount Moriah, i. 294, 295. 

“the tative diaguslifeatione of cavilled at, #1, 98% 

«the various di ifteatic ‘it, 9 

~~ of the passover, as belonging to the church in geseral 

yd every family in particular, ii. 271. 
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Sscsiice: ofthe Measio sod Gospel dispensation compared, i, 
Coos u 5g Aad 

"Pee of the passover, respecting its inferior ciroumstances, 

4. 276, 
the general laws of it considered, ii, 280, 281. 

_—_—— iii, 171, 172. 

——-—— of Bulaam, iii. 270, 287. 

Sacrifices of Abraham described, i, 180, 181, 192, 246. 

their rise and end, i. 182, 182. 

theie solemn ceremonies, i. 184. 

of Gentile nations, i. 184, 

of Greeks and Romans, j. 185. 

of Abram and Christ ed, i, 192, 245, 249. 

Sacrilegious blending of profane and anered worthip, iti. 47. 

Sadducees, their character, ih 156; ignorance, 161; their re- 
spect for Moses, 157; cloak their saiideliyy hy & pretended 
regard for a fulure state, 158; their to explode the 
doctrine indicates their belief of it, 159; their confutation, 


195, 196. 

Sal. Jarchi, a Jewish rabbin, on the song of Deborah, iv. 140. 

Salem, the king of, makes offers of friendship to Abram, which 
he accepts in r ce tothe proffered him by the king 
of Sodom, i. 164; he blesses y 172. 

Salt of the earth, Jacob’s family, ii. 30. 

Salvation of man always the same, i. 54. 

of Christ in what it consiste, ii. 259. 

of the wortd, iii, 2. 

Samaritans, their faith, v. $77. 

Samson and David, types of Christ, i. $41. 

Semeon, his reward Deed to the Philistines for expounding his 
riddle, &c. ii. 90. 

Samuel, ii. 403. 

Isaac, Jacob, and Samson, introduced to the world 
through the exercise of faith, iv. $12; his birth the answer of 
prayer, $18; being his own biographer, has judiciously drawn 
‘veil over his infancy, 826; his education, 869; a Nasarite 
te God from the womb, 360; conducted by his mother to the 
altar at Shiloh, 364; his mother’s care of him, 365; his pro- 

in wistlom, beauty, and goodness, 389; grew in favour of 
Gia wna men, $87, $90, $92; his submission to Eli, $88; 
raised up to purify a polluted church, $91; review of his 
character, $95, 396. 

Sanctity of Enoch’s life, £73. 

o—— of Enoch 2 a priest, i. 78. 

romemee of the tabernacle maintained, iii 187, 188. 

Serai, i. 156, 188, 139; consents to Abram’s having children by 
another, 198; her beauty, 199; is envied, ib.; proposes Ha- 
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to Abram, 200; har conduct censured, 200-202; betrayed 
her great spirit, 202; reasons why it should be burbled, 

206; her name changed, 214; laugh {through incredulity), 
915; inquired after by angels, 218; reproved and con- 
founded, 219; becomes t oF the promised seed, $90; 
is miraculoasl |, 10.5 is delivered of the promised 
son, ib.; suckles the child, 233; her death, 254; a review of 
her history, 256 ; js buried, 257. 

Serah’s partiality accounted for, i. 286, 

Sarepta, wdow of, miraculously supplied with food, v. 204. 

Satan’s empire fell, imperial Rome shook to the foundation, and 
the Jewish hierarchy expired, on the day that Jesus called hia 
first disciples ta the ministry, v. 271. 

Saviour of the world, the affecting humiliating scene at his birth 
telieved by the glory of the Lord shining round about, v. 82 ; 
about three years comprised the detail of what he taught and 
suffered, 120; passed through the successive stages of human 
ife, 121. 

Saul, his sinful and imprudent lenity to Amalek, ii, 403; is re- 
proved for the same, 403, 404. 

Saurio, ii. $21. 

Savage monster, ii. 28. 

Scarcity, ii. 60. 

Scepticism, ii. 228. 

Schechinah, i, 181 ; iv. 248. 

Schools of the magi, ii. 184. 

Scion, ii. 250. , 

Seipio and Leclius, Cato’s address to them, if. 169. 

Scourge of Egypt, ii. 286, 

Scripture descriptions accommodated to us by natural objects, 


ii, 227, 
reading recommended to heads of families, iii, 428. 
Scripture the best interpreter of Scripture, v. 61; to be com- 
pared with Scripture, 192; profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, $19. 
Scriptures, superiority of them, i. 8. 
—— fi d in respect to Christ, v. 15, 229; stand in no 
need of an artificial arrangement, 285. ~ 
Sculpture and painting, ii. 252. 
Sea, its tide commanded to cease flowing by an English monarch, 
ii, $16, 
eal, awti 207. 
Seducticn of Ade by the malignant 8. 
eduction mm, by ¢ frit, i. 1 
of Eve, a topic of spleen for the declaimers against the 
female sex, i. 97. 
of devils forbidding to marry, i. 74. 
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Seduction of Israel owing to the laid policy of Balaam's 
advice, which cost the lives of Shou tnslis keane 


Seed of the woman, i. 129. 

that obscure ise made to Adem, an- 

nounced to the world as the seed of Abram, i, 278. 

Sem, mount, i. 401. 

Seir and Paran, occasion a poor conceit in the Jerusalem Tar- 

» iid, 480, 

Selfishness condemned, i. 147, 148. 

Self-sufficiency reproved, i, 287. 

Separation of Abram and Lot, i 149. 

Serpent-lssue, i. 252, 

Serpent, Aaron’s rod converted into one, ii, 223, 

-——-— his head bruised, v. 212. 

Servant, its signification in St. Matthew's Gospel, v. 399; how 

be understood in St. Luke's, ib. 

Seth, of whom concerning the flesh Christ was to come, is 

given to supply the loss of Abel, i. 2%; the time of his 
irth consideted, in opposition to the cavil of intidelity, 65. 
Seven years of famine begins in Egypt, ii. 59. 
Seventy disciples appointed, v. 287; sent two and two with mi- 
lous powers, and to preach the kingdom of God, ib. ; their 

return and success, ib.; ascribe the whole glory of their suc- 
cess to the name of their potent Lord, 238; devils subjected 
to them, 240; their commission extended, 242; have an un- 
bounded career after the resurrection, ib. 

———— interpreters, their opinions on the Hebrew phraseology, 
v. 2738, 274. 

Severity, i 61. 

Sheaves, ten, ii. 62. 

Shechem, the disorder of his passion, &c. with Dinah, not 
more to his shame than his intended reparation is to his 





Shem ‘and Japhet, blessings entailed on them, i. 109, 
—— the great link of the two great eras of the world, i. 965. 
ro genealogy of, i, 265, 266. 
—— the lifeof, connects with the antediluvian world, and call 
of Abram, 1i, 351. 

Shepterd ond Sheer, 1 74 

er i, 874, 
Shepberdesees of ii, 181. 
Show-bred, table of, 
Shiloh, ii. 4, 109, 111; iv. 362, 365 ; v. 58. 
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Sibon, king of, requested by the Israelites te through his 
tervitorion, cate y = 


Simeon and Levi, ii. 6; by a horrid fall on the men of 
Shechem, and put them to the sword, 7; addremed by their 
dying father, 108. 


Simeon bound and sent to prison, ii. 65; revelation to him by 
the Holy Ghost, 445. 

Simeon by a special revelation, informed that he should net 
see di til he had seen the Lord’s Christ, v.94; takes the 

fed child in his arm, Blewes God for the sight, and 
points to an ancient prophecy concerning him, 95. 

Simon, the sorcerer, the art of bewitching the people of 
Samaria, v. 244; in the gall of bitterness and bond of ini- 
quity, ib. 

Simplicity, i. 257. 

Sinai, ii. 198, 887, 396, 490, 426, 454 ; v. 22. 

—— its thonders, &c. ii, 485 ; what the purport of the voice 
that issued from it, 487. 

——, directions for the ratification of the new covenant which 
-was delivered from it, iii, 23; ite ceremonies 
and the distance of time which has elapsed since that period, 
ib.; the persons who are required to attend on this great 
transaction, 24; the treaty between God and the people 
reduggd to writing, and declared in the hearing of all, 
26; awaltar is built for a sacrifice, 96 ; institution of a prin- 
cipal rite signified by the blood of the victims, ib.; the 
form < adjuration, Pad 27; the viect sn ceonks on the 
assembly, a ce of is made, an er partake 
of a common F ast, 27+ being sprinkled wih blood, and 
peace established between God and the people, they are ad- 
mitted to advance higher on the mount, 27; God's particular 
ere eS. himself to the whole congregation, 2k, 29 ; the 
people jisged, but Moses detained, $0; and is commanded 
to receive the Jaw in a different form, $1 ; two tables of the 
testimony brought down from the mount, 52; general review, 
and reflections on the preceding, $3.56; Aaron, and his two 
aons accompany Moses to the bettom of the mount, whea he 
went up to receive the civil and religious constitution of the 
tate, 154. 
in removed, i. 29. 

— compared to a disease, iii. 284. 

— its hideous forms, iii. $8, 39. 

Sion, i, 162. 

Sisora, captain of the host of Jabin, king of Canazn, iv. 108; 
invests mount Tabor, 109; defeated by Barak, i. ; hi Ly 
N11; seeks refuge in the tents of Hebet the Kenite, 112; 
ed by Jacl while asleep by driving a nail into his temples, 113. 
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Bituation(ewf) of Moses, when commanded appear befo 

ituation (a of Moses, when com to re 

God mat eo neh tables of stone for the replacing of those 
Ke had before destroyed, iii. 89. 

Six tribes, ii. 112, 

Skins used, i. 22, 

Slavery, i, 202. 

Slaves, ii. 97, 139. 

Sleep an emblem of death, iii. 209. 

Sluggard at once defeats the purpose of his Maker, and destroys 
hia own peace, iv. 209. 

Sodom becomes a prey to conquest, i. 152. 

~—~——, king of, offers his bounty to Abram, which he refuses, 
i, 157, 164. 

~—— ani Gomorrah threatened. i. 220, 

its determined destruction madeknown to Abraham, i. 226. 

its fearful state, compared with the world when the 
righteous are taken out of it, ii. 41. 

Solicitation of for farther manifestation of the divine per- 
fectiona, and the extraordinary reply to his request, iii. 71, 72; 
observations thereon, 72-75. 

Solitude, though in Paradise, not perfect bliss, i. 16. 

—— of Balam, remarkable, iii, 273. 

Solomon describes the pre-existent state of Christ, v. 6,*7 ; the- 
morable passage from bis Proverbs, 347. 

Solomon, his choice of wisdom recommended to young men, 
iv. 389. 

Son of God, an expression used by Satan to denote a prophet 
of distinguished wank, y. 140, iJ ve 

Song of Moses and the children of Israel, ii. $90, 821. 

the memorial of it, iii. 417-422, 

Song of Deborah, the most ancient !poem that exists, sree 
that which celebrates the passage of the Red Sea, and the 
sweetly swelling notes of the dying swan of Israel, iv. 122, 
122; 494 years later than the former, 194 years than the 
latter, and 410 years older than Homer, 122; its beauties 
criticised, 122-182: a nmuch more noble subject of praise 
pointed out, 132-184; com with the song of the redeem- 
edof the Lord, 184: f criticiam on its beauties, 198- 
148; turn given to a passage in it by the Jewish Rabbin Sal. 
Jarchi, 140; reflections, 148, 149; general view of the state 
of Israel when Deborah composed this celebrated song, 151- 
154; criticiem continued, 154-161; affecting picture of Israe- 
lifish affairs, 145; apology for the eulogium on the conduct of 
Sael, 156, 157; personifying the character of Sigera’a mother, 
and her attendante, insitation of pat of the song of 
Moses on the passage of the Red Sea, 158, 

21L2 
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Song of Hannah esweasie all he Sanleety GTA, and beauty of 
ancient oriental poetry, iv. $37, 388 ; discloses one of the most 
distinct prospects of the coming, &c. of the Messiah, 388 ; 
illustrated and practically improved, 345-355; its antiquity, 
858. , 


Soothsayers and magicians, ii. 46, 
Sorcerica, ii, 228. 
Sorrow of Isaac for the toss of his mother, £ 287. 
——— from what source, i. 292. 
Sovereignty of Adam, i, 15. 
- limited, i. $8. 
——of Christ unlimited, i. $9. 
ee of Gad over all persons and events, iv. 94, 
Speculition, i. 63. 
Speech, pathetic, of Judah’s on the discovery of the cup in 
Benjamin’s sack, ii. 77-79, 
Spices of Egypt, it. 116. 
Spinosa, ii. $25, 
Spirit of prayer promised, ii. $9€ 
~~ of Moses and Christ compared, iv, 48; Whd the different 
signs of their mission pointed oyt, $11. 
Spiritual things to be compared with spiritual things, v. 943. 
Spoils of the Egyptians, ii. 2x7. 
~— which the bodies of the E, army &c. afforded the 
Israelites after their destraction in the Red Sea, ii, 298. 
Spring and autumn united, i. 91. 
Star of Jacob, i. 77. 
—~— of the wise men, i, 175, 
Starry heavens, i. 5, 190. 
# vast combination of worlds, ji. 205. 
Stephen (St.) on the birth of Moses, ii. 142, 
Sternness of Joseph to his brethren, ii. 64, 
Stone, ii 399. 
—— the jasper, @ type of the Christian church, iii. 449, 
Stones, the ancient monuments of victory, ii, 
which composed Jacob’s pillar, differently expressed, i. 
8b%; Jewish ins attempt to reconcile it, ib. 
on the bresst-plate of the high priest, iii. 449. 
Strabo, gcogrophic historian, ii. $18. 
—~—— and Moses agree in their narrative, ii. $48. 
Strange fire, offered by the two sons of Aaron, Nadab, and 
Abihu, iii. 18%; Bishop Patrick’s opinion thereon, 183. 
Strangers, i. $12, 217, 220. 
Stratagem of Balsam to decay the Isreelites to idolatry, iii. 


295. 
Strife between the herdamen of Abram and Lot, i. 140, 146, 147. 
—— of the Hebrews, ii, 179, 
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Strife, Waters of, iii. 168. 
. Buckling infants, a task of nature, i. 23). 

Summary of Joseph’s character, ii, 128, 129. 

Summons, fatal, to Asron, iii. 203, 204. 

Sun, its position, i. 318. 

Superstition, ii, 963, 278, 281. 

Supplications of Moses anawered, iii. 85, 86. 

Supremacy of Judah over his brethren, ii. 108, 109. 

Symbolical representations of the four Evangelists, v.47, 48. 
Synagogue, ite service corrupt, v. 165. 


T. 


Tabernacle, the name and nature of it emblematical of the dis- 
pensation of which it was a leading instrument, iii, 111; 
reared on the anniversary of Egyptian deliverance, 110, 111; 
the plan and design of it of infinite wisdom, 112; its several 
apartments described, 118, 114; opinions of learned men on 

is subject, 114; the court belonging to it described, 115; 
remarks 00 it, ib. ; the objects that Feat present themselves on 
entering into it, 116 ; its typical significations poiuted to, 116, 
117; thehaly place, (or the tabernacle itself, at the uppet end 
of the court, likewise described, 117, et soq. Josephus and 
Philo, their opinion of it, 117; reflections on the burning 
lamps, 120, 121; the altar considered and described, 126; 
the office of the priest, ib.; the horns of the altar, 128; 
its quadrangular figure, ib. ; its materials, ib, ; table of show- 
bread, 129, 130; the ark described, 138; ite covering, mea- 
surement, and contents, ib,; Urim and Thureroim, ib.; che- 
rubims, 135; their position, 136; what is deneted by their 
many wings, 137; and their faces attentively fixed on the ark, 
ib.; Rabbi Maimonides quoted on the subject, 139; in this 
repository (of the ark) were laid up the sacred memorials of 
the covenant, ib.; which were afterwards taken to Babylon, 
140; the time of the tabernacle’s being begun and finished, 
141; the sanctity of its institution maintained, 186, 

Table of show-bread, iii, 199-132, 

Tables of the testimony deshed to pieces, iii. 59. 

— difference between the two former and two latter, iii. 88; 
appointed to be laid up io the ark, ib. . 

Tabor, mount, ii. Lot 3 ty. 102, of by Barak, tnt 
en possession iy. 109, 

Tacitus and Plutarch, ii, $48. is 

Tale-bearer, ii, 21. 

Targum of Jouathan quoted, ii. 275. 

iii, 480, 
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Task assigned to Aaron in the grand commision, iii 149, 

Telemachus and Ulyzees, ii. 93. 4 

Temple violaters, their trade unlawful, v. $16; a contempt of 
God, and robbery of ‘man, ib, 


Temptation not to be tampered with, i, 96. 
‘of Joseph by his mistress, ii. 38. 

its nature and effect considered, ii, 89, 

Temptations st Massah and Meribah, various int 7 
thereon, iti, 487, 438, 

Tempting God, Scripture instances of, v. 147-150. 

Tents, i. $82. 

Teraphim, or idols, i, $83, $85, $86. 

Termuthis, Pharaoh’s daughter, ii, 146-148; a train of events 
that led her to the river side, and her discovery of the infant 
Moses, 148, 

Terror, iii. 258, 

Tetrarch of Galilee, ii. 445. 

Theft, i, 383, 

various opinions on it, i. 383, 984. 

‘Theophilus, an amiable character, to whom St. Luke addresses 
his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, v. 48, 117, 

Thomas, (St.) his uubelief, v. $77. 

Three grand periods of the church, i. 81. 

——— angels appear ioe Abraham, i a6 

+-————- particulars in Joseph’s history, ii, 55. 

Thrones, iii, 306-308. 

Thunder and lightning, ii. 483, 437. 

‘Tiberius Caesar succeeds to the throne of the Roman empire ou 
the death of Augustus, v. 114; his memory stamped with 
infamy, 221, 

Tide, remark on it, ii, $12, $15, 

Time of the building of the tabernacle, iii. 141. 

—— how to be estimated, v, 275. 

‘Timidlity and temerity contrasted, i. 62. 

‘Tisri (or September), ii. 257. 

Titus besieges Jerusalem, and destroys the temple, v. $41, Si. 

Tomb of Moses, reasons assigned for its concealment, iv. 12; a 
pretended discovery of it made, 13-15, 

Traits in the character of Abel, i, 272. 























—————— Isaac, i. $10, $11, 
Moses, exhibited in the New Testa- 
ment, iv. 56, et se 


Translation, literal, + Horeer, i. 194, 
Treaty rai ited, L8l. 
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‘Treaty, its peculiar golemsnities, i. 197, 193, 


———~ given at mount Sinai, iii. 25. 

Tree of life, i. 271. 

~~ cast into the waters of Marah, ii. $44, 

Trial of Abraham, the severity of it, i. 241, 242. 

in the offering up his son, increased by the 

delay and distance of the way, 1 245. F bik bas 

* om al compared 3 offering ol 
Jesus Christ for us, £249, * 

Tribes, twelve, i. $76. 

the heads of them very bad men, ii, 20. 

Tribunals, iti. 900, 301. 

Trinity, i. 216, an ‘ 

Truth injared by intermixing with Zible, i. 8. 

— from kings, ii. 116. b , 

discoverable in the Scriptures, v. 24; and conscience, its 
force irresistible, $15. 

Tubal Cain, i. 87. 

Tulip addressed, iii. 93. 

‘Tullus Hostilivs, i, 186. 

‘Twelve apostles, their honour and power, v. 250, 

‘Two branches of Abram’s family, 1. 210. 

‘Twofold object in Balaam’s last prophecy, iii. 293, 29% 

Tygria, i. 180. 

Typical representations observed, i, $41, 943. 

of the Messiah, ii. 129. 














‘Tyrant, ii. 199. 
Tyre and Sidon, v. 218. 


U. 
Union of Adam and Eve prefigured that of Christ and his church, 


i. 89. 

——— with Christ, the effects of it, i. 42. 

and relationship of Isaac ta God, ii. 164. 

——~ with the head and heart necessary for professing Chris: 
tians, isi, 220, 

Ur, (of the Chaldees,) from whence the father of the faithful 
removes to his place of destination, i. 134. % 

= is become a land of idolatry, i. 184. 

Urim and Thummim, iii. 138, 

the import of the words, iii. 347-349. 

—— various int ions of it, iti, 487. 

Use of means and interposition of idence united, ii, 146. 

recommended to obtain success, ii, S44, $83; ob 
servations thereon, 394-396. 

Usher [ Archb ], his chronology, ii. 287, 288. . 

















